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QUESTIONS FRAMED BY THE COMMISSION. 


Evidence before the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, 1893-94. 





CHAPTER I. 
InTrRODUCTORY, 


1, What opportunities have you had of obtain. 
ing information regarding the matters connected 
with hemp drugs in regard to which your answers 
ure framed ? 

2. In the most recent work on ganja (Dr. 
Prain’s report of 21st June 1893) it is stated that 
‘in India three narcotic articles are obtained 
naturally from hemp. These are, siddhi or bhang, 
charas, and ganja.” They are thus defined by 
Dr, Prain: “Siddhi, bhang, subji or patti are 
different names applied to the dry leaves of the 
hemp plant, whether male or female and whether 
cultivated or uncultivated. 


“Charas is the name applied to the resinous 
matter which forms the active principle of the 
plant when collected separately. 


“ Ganja consists of the dried flowering tops of 
cultivated female hemp plants which bave become 
coated with resin in consequence of having been 
unable to set seeds freely. The formation of 
seeds is prevented by the destruction of all the 
male plants. 


“Three varieties of ganja are sold. Ganja is 
usually manufactured by being trodden under foot, 
so that the agglutinated fower-tops assume a 
flattened shape. ‘bis is ‘lat ganja’? ‘The 
other sort of ganja is not trodden, but rolled 
under foot, so that the agelutiuated flower-tops 
are less closely adherent, and assume a rounded 
shape. This is ‘ Round ganja,’ The flower-tops 
of ganja detached from the twigs, whether of flat 
or of round ganja, and whether the detachment 
has been accidental or deliberate, form ‘ chur’ or 
‘ Broken ganja.’ ” 

May these definitions be accepted for your pro- 
vince? By what nume is each of these products 
locally known ? 


CHAPTER II, 
CULTIVATION OR GrowTH or Hemp. 
(Cannalts sativa.) 


3. In what districts of which you have know- 
ledge does the hemp plant grow spontaneously ? 
Mention any in which it is abundant, 

4. By what different names is it known? 
these refer to exactly the same plant? 

5. What special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, elevation above sea level, ete., are necessary 
to the growth of the wild hemp? é 

6. Is the growth of the wild hemp ordinarily 
dense, or scattered ? 


_ 7, 1s there any cultivation of the hemp plant 
in your province— 


Do 


(a) for production of ganja; 
(4) for production of charas ; 
(c) for use as bhang; 


vol. vii. 


(2) for its fibre or seeds ; 
If so, where and to what extent ? 


_ 8, If there has recently been any considerable 
Increase or decrease in the area under such culti- 
vation, state the reason, 

9. Give any particulars you are able regarding 
the methods of such cultivation. 

10. Do the persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties form a special class? Or are 
they of the same classes as other agricultural 
cultivators ? 


11. Ave the plants cultivated for the production 
of ganja ever raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp? 

12. Have you any reason to suppose that the 
(so-called) wild hemp is anywhere specially culti- 
vated for the production of ganja? If so, give 
the names of the districts or tracts in which this 
occurs, and your opinion as to the extent to which 
the practice exists. Isthe male plant extirpated 
in such cases ? 


13. (2) Is the cultivation of hemp flant for 
ganja restricted in your province? If so, to what 
districts? Why were they selected? If not 
restricted, is the cultivation common to all dis- 
tricts ? 


(2) Are there any special conditions of climate, 
soil, rainfall, elevation above sea-level, etc., which 
are necessary for the cultivation of hemp for 
producing ganja ? 

(c) Is there any part of your province where its 
cultivation would be impossible ? 


CHAPTER III, 
PREPARATION oR MANUractoure. 
14, Are any of the following products of the 
hemp plant prepared in your province :— 
(c) ganja, 
(2) charas, 
(c) bhavg ? 
If so, where and to what extent ? 


16, Give any particulars you are able regarding 
the methods of such preparation, distinguishing 
specially the methods of preparation from (a) the 
cultivated, and (4) the wild plant respectively, and 
distinguishing also preparations for (A) smoking, 
(B) eating, and (C) drinking. 

16. (a) Is bhang prepared generally by the 
people in their houses ? 


(6) Can it be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown ? 


(c) Can ganja or charas also be prepared from 
the wild plant wherever grown ? 


17. By what classes of the people are the prepar- 
ations of the hemp drug respectively made ? 


18. Does any of these three drugs (ganya, 
charas, and bhang) deteriorate by keeping? Does 


b 


it quite lose its effect in time? How long does 
it keep good with ordinary care? What are the 
causes of deterioration ? What special measures 
ean be taken to prevent deterioration ? 


CHAPTER IV. 
TRADE, 


(Statistics to be obtained from Government 
offices.) 


CHAPTER V. 


Consumption or Usp, 


Note.—It is very important, in answering the questions 
framed under this chapter, to distingnish carefully between 
ganja, charas, and bhang. The answer should deal only with 
those forms of the drug known to the witness, and should clear- 
ly specify in each case the form or forms to which his statements 
apply. 

19. Ave ganja and charas used only for smok- 
ing? I£ not, name any other uses to which either 
is put, with particulars as to such uses, and the 
places where they are prevalent. 


20. What classes and what proportion of the 
people smoke ganja and charas respectively ? and 
in what localities ? 

21. What kind of ganja (flat, round or “ chur”) 
is preferred for smoking? If different kinds are 
used in different localities, give particulars, 

22. What charas, native or foreign, is chiefly 
used ? If foreign, whence is it imported ? 

23. Is bhang ever used for smoking? If so, in 
what localities, by what classes of the people, and 
to what extent? 


24. What classes and what proportions of the 
people respectively (@) eat or (6) drink bhang, and 
in what localities ? 

25, Is the use of ganja, charas, and bhang, or 
of any of these drugs, on the inerease or on the 
decrease ? 

Give any reasons you are able. 


26. State for each of these drugs what propor- 
tion of the consumers are— 


(a) Habitual moderate consumers, 
(2) Uabitual excessive cousumers, 
(c) Occasional moderate consumers, 
(d@) Occasional excessive consumers. 


27. What classes of the people are each of 
these mainly taken from, and what in each case 


are the habits of life or cireumstances which 
mainly lead to the practice ? 


28. What is the average allowance and cost of 
each of these drugs per diem to— 


(2) Habitual moderate consumers, 
(6) Habitual excessive consumers ? 

29. What ingredients are (a) ordinarily or (d) 
exceptionally mixed with any of these drugs by 
the different classes of consumers? Is dhatura so 
used? What is the object of these admixtures ? 

Do you know of any preparation (such as “bhang 
massala’’) which is sold for the purpose of being 


mixed with any of these drugs? Describe its 
ingredients, 


_—e 


ee 


80. (a) To what extent is the consumption of 
each of these three drugs practised in solitude or 
in company ? 

(b) Is it mainly confined to the male sex or to 
any time of life? 


(c) Is it usual for children to consume any of 
these drugs ? 


31. (a) Is the habit of consuming any of these 
drugs easily formed ? 


(2) Is it difficult to break off ? 


(ce) Is there a tendency in the case of any of 
these drugs for the moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive ? 


82. (a) Mention any customs, social or religious, 
in regard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs. Give an account of every such cnstom, 


(4) Is the use of the drug in connection with 
such custom regarded as essential ? 


(c) Is it generally temperate or excessive ? 


(d) Is it likely to lead to the formation of the 
habit, or otherwise injurious ? 


33, (2) How is the consumption of each of 
these drugs generally regarded ? 


(4) Can it be said that there is any publie opi- 
nion (social or religious) in regard to the practice ? 
If so, what? If you think that the use of any 
form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute, to 
what do you attribute that sentiment ? 


(c) Is there any custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant on certain occasions by certain sects of 
the people? 


34. Would it be a serious privation to any 
class of consumers to forego the consumption of 
the drug they use? Give your reasons in each 


case. Give some idea of the probable numbers 
of each class. 


35. (a) Would it be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any or all of these drugs? 


(8) Would the drug be consumed illicitly ? 
(ec) How could the prohibition be enforced ? 


(d) Would the prohibition occasion serious dis- 
content among the consumers? 


(¢) Would such discontent amount toa political 
danger ? 
(f) Would the prohibition be followed hy 


recourse to (a) alcoholic stimulants or (4) other 
drugs? 


36. Is there any reason for thinking that al- 
cohol is now being to a certain extent substituted 
for any of these drugs? If so, to what causes 
do you attribute this change, aud what proof is 
there of its reality ? 





CHAPTER VI, 
EFreots. 


Nors.—It is very important. in answering the questions 
framed under this chapter, to distinguish carefully between _ 
ganja, charas, and bhung. The answer should deal only 
with the form of hemp known to witness, and should 
clearly specify in each case the form or forms to which his 
statements apply, and the particular experiences on which 
they are based. Question 56 deals with the effect of 
admixtures. This should also be referred to in answering 
any question where any such admixture generally affects 
the case. But the answer ought, in the first instance, to 


deal with the effect of the hemp drug apart from any such 
admixture. 


37. Are the effects of charas smoking different 
in any particular from those resulting from ganja 
smoking? If so, state the difference, 





38. Have the three different preparations of 
ganja (round and flat ganja and ‘‘chur”’) any 
different effects in kind or degree on consumers ? 


39. Is the smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant in any way a less injurious form of 
consumption than driuking or eating the same 
or any other preparation ? Give reasons for your 
answer, 

40. (2) Is the use of any of these drugs 
prescribed on account of its medicival qualities by- 
any school of Native Doctors ? 


(b) Are any of them used in the treatment of 
cattle disease ? 


41. May the moderate use of charas, ganja, or 
bhang be beneficial in its effects— 


(a) as a food accessory or digestive ; 


(4) to give staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue ; 


(c) as a febrifuge or preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts ; 


(2) in any other way. 


What classes (if any) use the drug for any of | 


iil 


{ 


the above purposes, and in what proportion of | 


such classes? Is it the moderate habitual use 
or moderate occasional use of the drug which you 





insanity ? 


And do you think there is any evidence to 
indicate that insanity may often tend to indulgence 
in the use of hemp drugs by a person who is 
deficient in self-control through weukened in- 
telleet ? 


Give an account under each of these points of 
any cases with which you are acquainted. 


46. Discuss the same question in regard to the 
habitual excessive use of any of these drugs. 


47. Does the habitual moderate use of any of 
these drugs appear to be a hereditary habit or to 
affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer ? 


43. Diseuss the same question in regard to thie 
habitual excessive use of any of these drugs. 

49. (a) Is the moderate use of any of these 
drugs practised as an aphrodisiac ? 

(4) Is it so used by prostitutes ? 

(c) Is the use for this purpose more injurious 
than its use as an ordinary narcotic, and, if so, 
how ? 


(d) Does the use of hemp tend to produce 
impotence ? 





refer to? 


42, 1f not beneficial, do you consider the 
moderate use of any of these drugs to be harm- 
less? Give reasons for your answer, 


50. Discuss the same question in regard to the 
excessive use of any of these drugs. 


; 51. (a) Areany large proportion of bad charac- 


43. Are moderate consumers inoffensive to their 


neighbours ? 
44, (a2) What is the immediate effect of the 


moderate use of any of these drugs on the habitual | 


consumer ? 
(2) Is it refreshing ? 
(c) Does it produce intoxication ? 
(d) Does it allay hunger ? 
(e) Does it create appetite ? 
(7) How long does the effect last ? 
(g) Are there any after-effects ? 
(4) Does the want of subsequent gratification 
produce any longing or uneasiness ? 


45. (a) Does the habitual moderate use of any 
of these drugs produce any noxious effects—physi- 
eal, mental, or moral ? 

(2) Does it impair the constitution in any way ? 

(c) Does it injure the digestion or cause loss 
of appetite ? 


(d) Does it cause dysentery, bronchitis, or 
asthma ? 


(e) Does it impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery ? 


(f) Does it deaden the intellect or produce 
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ters habitual moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs ? 

(2) What connection, if any, has the moderate 
use with crime in general or with crime of any 
special character ? 

‘ 52. Discuss the same question in regard to the 
excessive use of any of these drugs, 


53. Does excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs incite to tmpremeditated crime, violent or 
otherwise ? Do you know of any case in which 
it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy ? 


54, Are these drugs used by criminals to fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act of vio- 
lence or other crime ? 

55. (2) Do criminals, in order to further their 
designs, induce their victims to partake of any 
of these drugs and so stupefy themselves ? 

(6) Can complete stupefaction be thus induced 
by this drug without admixture. 

56. How are the effects of hemp, used (2) in 
moderation and (#) in excess, modified by tlie 
admixture of other substances? Note specially 
any information you possess regarding the admix- 
ture of dhatura for personal consumption or for 
administration to others. 


57, Ganja and charas are said sometimes to be 
eaten or drunk, Where this is the case, give 
your experience as to the effects, dealing separate- 
ly with any of the heads in the preceding questions 
which seem to require notice. 





If it produces insanity, then of what type, 
and is it temporary or permanent? 


If temporary, may the symptoms be ré-induced | 
by use of the drug after liberation from restraint? | 


Are there any typical symptoms ? 


Do insanes, who have no recorded ganja history, 
confess to the use of the drug? 


(g) In such cases of the alleged connection 
between insanity and the use of hemp as are known 


to you, are you of opinion that the use of the | 


drug by persons suffering from mental anxicty 
or brain disease to obtain relief has been sufficiently 
considered in explaining that connection ? 





CHAPTER VIL. 
ADMINISTRATION—TAXATION: CONTROL. 


58. Ifyou are acquainted with the present system 


| of Excise Administration iu your province in res- 


pect of hemp drugs, do you consider it to be 
working well, or do you consider it to be capable 
of improvement ? 

59. If capable of improvement, indicate in what 
direction or directions, giving reasons for your 
auswer, 


60, If ganja is produced in your province, do 
you think that the cultivation of the ganja-bear- 
ing plant and the process of its preparation are 
sufficiently controlled, or that the system requires 
modification in any respect? If so, in 
respects and why ? 


61. If charas is produced in your province, do 
you think the cultivation of the hemp plant for 
its production and the process of preparation are 
sufficiently controlled, or that the system requires 
modification in any respect. If so, in what res- 
pects and why ? 


62. Do you think that the cultivation of the 
hemp plant for the production of bhang should be 
in any way controlled’ Would this be feasible ? 
If so, indicate the method by which such control 
could be exercised. 


63. Have you any objection to the present 


1 ganja . 
system of “lt? vend of zeharas or preparations 


3 bhang 
ofthem? If you have any objections, state them 


at length, and indicate the improvements you 
suggest. 

64. Have you any objections to the existing 
regulations governing the export and import of 


these drugs or of their preparations from and into | 


your province, or their transport within the pro- 
vince? Give reasons for your answer, 
1 ganja 


65. In your opinion is the taxation of Feharas 


3 bhang 


reasonable with reference (a) to each other, (6) to | 


1V 


| 


what | 


| 
| 


alcoholic or other intoxicants? Give reasons for 
any alterations in the amount of taxation of any 
of these articles which you may suggest. 


66. In your opinion is it necessary that there 
should be different rates of taxation for different 
kinds of ganja (such as the “ flat,” “round,” and 
“broken ” ganja produced in Bengal), or for ganja 
grown in different localities? Jf so, on what 
principle ? 


67. Having regard to the ultimate incidence of 
the tax on the consumer, have you any objections 
to the present method of taxing cau? 

3 bhavg 

68, Are there in your province houses or shops 
licensed for the sale of these drugs or their prepar- 
ations where they may be consumed on the premi- 


ses ? What is your view in respect to such houses 
or shops ? 


69. Are the wishes of the people consulted or 
considered in any way before a shop is opened in 
any locality? What measures are taken for this 


purpose? Ought local public opinion to be thus 
considered ? 


_ 70, Are there any facts regarding the importa- 
tion or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native 
States into your province to which you wish to 


| draw attention ? Is duty really paid in respect 


to the ganja and other hemp drugs used? Or is 


there auy general use of untaxed drugs, and by 
whom ? 


INDEX 
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BOMBAY, SIND, BERAR, AJMERE-MERWARA, COORG, BALU- 
CHISTAN, AND BURMA WITNESSES. 
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INDIAN HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION. 





EVIDENCE OF BOMBAY WITNESSES. 





1. Evidence of the Jion’BLE Mr. T. D. Mackenzrn, Comimissioner of Custome, 
Salt, Albkari and Opium, Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I have little special experience 
about the hemp drugs. The enbject attracted 
little attention until this Commission was appoint- 
ed. On Ist August I completed twenty-eight 
years’ service, I have served in every capacity in 
the executive administration, except Divisional 
Commissioner in actual charge. For two periods 
1 have been Commissioner of Excise, making to- 
gether about eighteen months, 


Question 59.—The use of the hemp drugs may 
be said to be general; but Iam not able to speak 
with any personal knowledge as to the proportion 
of the population which uses them, The only know- 
ledge | have of increase and decrease is based on the 
figures given in my reports. My impression is 
that cultivation is on the decrease in consequence 
of the restrictions imposed by the regulations for 
sale of the produce, There is only one wholesale 
vendor besides the cultivators, and he isin the 
Kolaba district. He imports from other districts, 
and supplies the Bombay market. The local supply 
of the drugs is, of course, supplemented by im- 
ports. These imports seem to show an increase in 
the Northern Division, and the drugs come for 
the most part, as well as I can ascertain, from 
Ahmednagar and Satara. But the increase in 
recent years is Dot very important. In the Cer- 
tral Division there is a tendency in the imports to 
decrease ; but I do not think there has been any 
material reduction in conrumption in the Division, 
There is a material increase of imports in the 
Southern Division, notably in the Dharwar district. 
This indicates an increase of consumption, and the 
tendency is still to increase. On the point whe- 
ther the consumption of the whole presidency is 
growing or falling off, I shoald refer to the figures 
of retail sales supplied by the licensed vendors, 
These are as trustworthy as we cin get; but they 
cannot be regarded as better than approximate. 
If there is any tendency to general increase of 
consumption it is very slight indeed. 


Regarding the substitution of drugs for aleoho] 
or the reverse, I cannot speak with great con- 
fidence. I do not think there is cause to believe 
that drug consumers are taking to liquor. There 
is no temptation to doso. I certainly think liquor 
consumers are not taking to the drugs. The 
classes of the consumers of the two intoxicants are 
quite distinct. Theoretically, the cheapness of the 
drugs would be a temptation to people to consume 
them; but practically the habits of the people 
prevent the chauge taking place, 


I have had a good many years’ experience as 
Magistrate and Collector in Ahmedabad, Belgaum, 
Thana, Broach, Kbandesh, and I cannot recall 
any cases in which crime was traceable to the use 


of ganja or bhang. I cannot speak as to the effect 
on people’s health, for the consumption is so 
trivial, I have certainly not noticed any deteriora- 
tion in the health of the people from this cause. 
I should, therefore, be opposed to the prohibition 
of the drug or any severe restriction. The effect 
of such restriction would, in all probability, drive 
the people to mere deleterious drugs, such as 
dhatura, which is ready to hand in every village. 
I have not known dhatura to be used as a substi- 
tute for the hemp drugs, or as an admixture for 
strengthening the effect of the hemp drugs, 
Though i have not this experience, still I think it 
quite possible that the ascetic class would take to 
it. No other alternative drug suggests itself to 
me at the moment. ‘The ascetic class would not 
take to alcoho), because they could not afford it, 
If the price of the hemp drugs were much raised, 
the ascetics would probably stint themselves of food 
in order to get the drugs and so do themselves 
great injury. I do not think the labouring classes, 
who use the drugs, would take to dhatura, They 
would rather take to alcohol. J think this would 
probably do less harm, the liquor being toddy or 
spirit of good quality, such as is supplied from 
central distilleries, than the hemp drugs do. I 
refer in these answers to the moderate use of either 
intoxicant. I donot think hemp consumers would 
take to opium, because it is an intoxicant of a 
different character, Those who indulge in a strong 
stimulant would not be likely to take to a sedative — 
drug. In this respect] should wish to modify the 
concluding portion of paragraph 17 of my memo- 
randum. As regards the objects which Govern- 
ment should keep in view in reference to excise 
of these drugs, I think there is a demand for the 
hem» drugs, and that the demand will be satis- 
fied legitimately or illegitimately, Government 
should, therefore, exercise acertain amount of con- 
trol over the drugs, its measures should not be so 
restrictive as to induce smuggliug and other crimes, 
and Government should at the same time be entitled 
to derive such revenue as it legitimately can from 
this source. The policy should be one of restric- 
tion so far as restriction is possible, and I base 
this opinion on the reputed effects of the drugs. 
If absolute restriction were possible, 1 think it 
would be a goodthing. But the territories of the 
Bombay presidency interlace so extensively with 
foreign territory, where the cultivation of the 
drug cannot be controlled, that this would not be 
possible. I think also that the feel’og, which 
would be aroused among the consumers and those 
who sympathise with, and are influenced by, them, 
makes such restriction undesirable. When I say 
reputed effects of the drug, I mean the effects of 
the drugs on the people generally, whether taken 
in excess or moderation. This view of mine does 
not extend to alcoho] or opium. Iam not able to 
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say what measures have been taken by Govern- 
ment to ascertain the effects of thedrugs. Hitherto 
the matter has not attracted attention, I base 
my opinion of the injurious effects of the drug 
on the statistics of the lunatic asylums, and the 
understood fact that violent crimes ave committed 
under the influence of the drugs, i.e., by people 
who have primed themselves with them. But I 
am not able to say that the statistics mm regard to 
insanity are trustworthy ; nor have I, in twenty- 
eight years’ experience, personally come across a 
case of violent crime of this kind, The Collector 
is responsible for the excise administration of the 
district. He does not visit the ganja shops with 
the object of seeing the effect of the drugs; nor 
does he collect the social wrecks caused by the 
drugs for purposes of inspection, I know of no 
general instructions issued by Government to 
undertake such inspection; nor, previous to this 
Commission, were any steps taken to cause medi- 
eal men to inform themselves of the effects of 
the drugs. Since restriction must proceed on 
a knowledge of the effects of the drug, it is 
certainly the duty of Government to satisfy itself 
as to these effects before introducing any restric- 
tion of a prohibitive character. In the past action 
of Government theremay have been a desire to 
protect the morals of the people; but Government 
action has been prompted principally by the right 
to derive revenue from this source. The drugs are 
reputed to stimulate and afterwards to intoxicate. 
I have never seen any one intoxicated from the 
drugs. I have seen plenty of natives intoxicated 
by toddy or country spirit. Intoxication is not 
harmless, I nevertheless regard the hemp drugs 
as more injurious, because they are by repute 
more maddening and more productive of crime. 
In the Kolaba Asylum returns there appear seventy- 
two admissions from spirit drinking and sixty- 
two from hemp drugs during the five years from 
1888 to 1892. As the number of consumers of 
alcohol is much the larger, the proportion of in- 
sanity would tell against the hemp drugs. I 
cunnot make any distinction between the effects 
of ganja, bhanyand cbaras, Charas in this presi- 
dency is hardly used at-all, and ganja is, accord. 
ing to my information, worse than bhang. 
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presidency might be raised; but the question 
would require detailed and careful examination. 
The ganja of this presidency is roughly manufac- 
tured, though the cultivation is careful enough. 
Referring to paragraph 10 of my memorandum, 
I regard the revenue assessment as disposing of 
the question of taxation as regards the cultivators. 
A direct tax would necessitate the adoption of a 
system of distinct wholesale vend. I see no 
objection to that as long as the tax does not fall 
on the cultivators. The variations in the retail 
price shown in paragraph 8 of my memorandum 
are no doubt excessive, and seem to indicate that 
there is room for taxation to regulate the whole- 
sale value of the drug. But it is to be noted 
that the cheap rates prevail in districts where the 
plant is cultivated. I think it reasonable that 
the consumers in the neighbourhood of cultivation 
should get the drug somewhat cheaper than con- 
sumers at a distauce. 1 think that the maximum 
of possession (40 tolas) might be very materially 
reduced. 1 certainly do not think that this sort 
of restriction is ineffectual. It has not been 
found so in the case of opium. There is no con- 
sumption on the premises in the mufassal. I think 
it ought to be probibited if it is found to exist. 
I do not think the provision in clause 6 of the 
license Form A, sanctioned with Government 
Resolution No. 4421, dated 23rd August 1880, 
results in causing the markets to be flooded by 
the outgoing contractor with the drugs sold at a 
ruinously cheap rate, The man has sense enough 
to avoid laying ina very jarge stock of a perish- 
able article. The large contract system, I have 
advocated in paragraph 11 of my memorandum, 
has the advantage that it enlists the farmer in 
the cause of excise, Government has a respon- 
sible man to deal with, who is more to be trusted 
than a number of petty shop-keepers. I think 
that itis desirable that Government should exer- 
cise the supervision over the drugs provided for 
in clause 5 of Form A. lf a wholesome quality 
of drug is not ensured at the shops, people will 
be driven te get it by smuggling. The same 
principle applies as in the case of opium; but I 
would not go so far as to furnish a guarantee of 
the quality of the drug, The object is to pro- 


I think the taxation of the hemp drugs in this | tect the excise revenue, 
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Oral evidence. 


I have been in the Civil Service for tiventy-six 
years, Ihave served in the Central Division in 
Sind, and also in the Northern Division, of which 
T am now Commissioner. 

My general impression in regard to the use of 
the hemp drugsis that in Northern Guzerat the 
use of bhang and ganja is very insignificant. The 
latter is confined to religious characters, such as 
bairagis, etc., and people, such as gamblers and 
others, of the loafing classes, Tie consumption is 
much larger in the city of Ahmedabad than in the 
districts, but is rather there confined to such class- 
es as I have indicated than t» the permanent local 
population, Ahmedabad isa great centre for travel- 
ling mendicants and has a large loafing city popu- 
lation. 1 would remark that I bave not been asked 
to make any special enquiries, and my statement 
deals with my general impression. I am informed 
that ganja is more used in Surat than in North- 


ern Guzerat, though in Surat also the consump. | 
tion is not very large. I know little of other parts. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Evidence of Mr. G. B. Rew, Commissioner, Northern Division, Ahmedubad. 


Bhang is consumed by much better classes of 
people, It is used by the best classes, principally 
indus. Itis not confined to any class. The 
consumption is not large ; but occasional use is to 
be met with among all classes. It appears to be 
principally used as a cooling drink in the hot wea- 
ther with cooling spices, hardly at all in Guzerat 
for purposes of intoxication. There appears to be 
no religious prejudice against bhang, and no shame 
attaching to its use. The only class~a large and 
important one—who taboo it are the Swami 
Narains who take no strongly scented things at 
all, not even tobacco or garlic. 


My impression is that the use of both has a 
tendency to devrease, partly because, among the 
upper classes, the use of liquor either openly or 
secretly is becoming much more common, partly 
because the sadhu or bairagi classes, the fakirs 
cither Hindu or Muhammadan, are becoming 
smaller by degrees as enlightenment and education 
spread. These classes, as I have said, are great 
consumers, 


I think that there is a tendency to substitute 
alcohol for drugs among the lower classes also: 
but it is more expensive than they. 


Charas is hardly known in these parts, Yakuti 
is also hardly known. Majum is used to a slight 
extent, . 


In regard to effects, I have made no special en- 
quiry, but from all I hear, the use of bhang is prac- 
tically innocuous. You hear of a “ bandani” of 
ganja, z.¢., a man who has the habit, You seldom 
hear of this with bhang., It is also said that jew- 
ellers when they have delicate appraising to do, 
clear their wits with bhang. This quality is fre- 
quently attributed to bhang. I have myself had 
no cases of ganja among my servants or depend- 


ents, but I know there isa general impression | 
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| 
| 


_ followers of Shiva. 


that ganja is bad, especially if you cannot satisfy | 


the great appetite it produces, 
this. I have been told in asylums that some cases 
were due to ganja. I have also seen dissipated 
people of the loafer and fakir classes who had the 
red eyes and generally dissolute appearance popu- 
larly ascribed to ganja, But I have had no person- 
al experience in my official capacity of the effects 
of the drugs among tlie people, There can be no 
doubt of the general popular impression which as- 
cribes this dissipated appearance to ganja, but I 
have never known any popular opinion ascribing 
insanity to ganja. I have been told that in asy- 
lums only, I have had no cases myself in which 
insanity was attributed to ganja, z.¢., iu which that 
connection was brought to my notice. I find that 
the intelligent natives seoff at the idea of a man 
preparing himself by bhang and ganja for any 
desperate act. I myself have seen no connection 
between hemp and crime. I remember the Ah- 
medabad case referred to by Colonel Humfrey be- 
fore the Commission the other day. 1 was clearly 
of opinion that there was no connection between 
bhang and the crime, and I sent the case up for 
revision. The sentence was altered from one day 
to seven years. I know of nocase in which a 
connection between hemp drugs and crime has 
been established. 


I wish, however, not to be understood as saying 
that the effect of ganjais not deleterious. I think 
it is deleterious. I mean that the effect of the ex- 
cessive use is deleterious. I think that exeessive 


I have been told | 
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use is prevalent among the fakir classes and such 
disreputable classes as I have already indicated, 
It is not prevalent at all among the people gene- 
rally. I do not think that prohibition is at all 
necessary ; and as regards the part of the country 
with which I am acquainted, I do not think that 
the Government policy should aim at further re- 
striction, The drug is mixed up with the religious 
ideas of the people, especially in regard to the 
Any actual restriction would 
thus be resented, and it is uncalled for, In regard 
to the effects of such restriction on the habits of 


| the people, prohibition or severe restriction would 


tend to drive the people, perhaps, to opium, and 
certainly to liquor. I see uo advantage in this 
whatever. Excessive consumption of drugs is 
checked by the difliculties of preparation. This 
is a natural restriction, which operates on the 
people generally, 


I think that the present system of administra- 
tion in regard to these drugs seems to have grown 
up in a haphazard way. But it seems to be work- 
ing well, and 1 am unable to see necessity at pre- 
sent for much modification, I think that Govern- 
ment is entitled to control the growth of the hemp 
drug and so to regulate supply. I should say also 
that there would be no hardship in localising cul- 
tivation, and no primd facie reason why it should 
not be done. The production in Native States 
would also have to be considered. I may add, to 
prevent misconception, that some of the ganja 
cultivation shown in the returns, ¢.g., Broach and 
Surat, is really only bhang cultivation. The ela- 
borate cultivation of ganja is quite different. 


I have not studied the matter carefully; but, 
so far as I sec at present, I see no adequate 
reason for so taxing the drug as materially to 
raise the price. 1 do not know any reason why 
taxation and the price of the drugs should be less 
here than in other provinces; but I have not per- 
sonally studied this aspect of the subject. Prima 
facie, there seems to me no reason for different 
rates in different provinces, Of course the faci- 
lities for smuggling would have to be considered. 
As to the best means of raising taxation, 1 should 
prefer not to give an opinion at present, as I have 
bad no notice that I should be asked about these 
details, 





3. Evidence of Mr. G. W. VipaL, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—1am Acting Chief Secretary to 
Government. I have been in the Civil Service 
over twenty-six years, and served in the Poona, 
Satara, Ratnagiri, Broach and Thana districts. 


Question 26,.—I have never made any special 
study of this question; but I can state that I 
never as a Magistrate had any case before me in 
which crime was essociated with hemp drugs. I 
have had noe <perience of the extent of the use of 
the drugs from their effects on the people. In- 
spection of shops has shown that the consumption 
is very small as compared with the population of 
the presidency. i have no special information as 


to whether consumptioa is increasing, and no | 


reason to believe that it isso. It hus never come 
to my notice that alcohol is being substituted 
for the drugs, or they for alcohol, to any extent, 
Question +5,—The effects of the drugs have 
never forced themselves on my notice in any way 
vol. vii. 


| and crime. 


| 
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either as a Magistrate or as a Revenue Officer. I 
have never observed any connection between them 
I have certainly beard insanity fre- 
quently attributed to hemp drugs. I cannot 
specify cases or discriminate between cases [ have 
seen as a Magistrate and those in the asylum. 1 
cannot recall individual cases. I have heard (from 
asylum records, etc.) that insanity has sometimes 
been attributed to the different forms of hemp 
drugs. Ihave myself made no special enquiry, 
and have had no opportunities myself of coming 
to any conclusion on this subject. I have met 
many lunatics about the country outside of 
asylums, but 1 have no reason to attribute their 
insanity to hemp drugs. [ think enquiry was 
made as to the connection of hemp drugs with 
insanity in 1878; but Iam not able to say any- 
thing beyond what the papers may show, 


Question 59.—I1 think that total prohibition 
would hardly be possible; and I think that, as far 
as can be judged at present, it would be both 
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unnecessary and impolitic. In saying this I refer 
to ganja as‘well as bhang. As at present advised, 
I do nut think that adequate cause has been shown 
for any further restriction in this presidency than 
at present exists, Cultivation is restricted by 
the smallness of demand, and also by the restric- 
tions on sale. It is not now so exteusive as to 
- call for further restriction, My attention has not, 
however, been specially drawn to the extent of 
cultivation as compared with Bengal, ete. 


I thick that the system which has been in force 
for the last thirteen years has worked well, and I 
am not prepared to suggest any modifications of 
that system at present, J have seen the memoran- 
dum prepared by the Hon'ble Mr. Mackenzie, and 
his views, as there expressed, have my general 
concurrence. I do not think, bowever, that there 
is any objection to a direct excise tax on the drugs 
on account of the existing reveuue assessment on 
cultivation. As to the imposition of such a direct 
tax, as I have said, I do not know of adequate 
cause for this; but its imposition is not rendered 
impossible, in my opinion, by the circumstances 
of the revenue assessment. I understand that 
in certain other provinces the cultivation of hemp 
is restricted to certain districts. I see no objec- 
tion to such centralisation in this presidency ; 
but I have not considered this question in all iis 
details. In view also of the higher taxation in 
other provinces, I see no reason why there should 
not be a higher direct tux in this province. ‘The 
disproportion between the taxation of liquor and 
of hemp drugs, and the relative dearness of liquor 
which results from this, also points to the propriety 
of increasing taxation on hemp drugs, I am quite 
unable to compare the relative effects of hemp 
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drags and alcohol. I have seen more evil from 
aleoho)l. You cannot traverse such a district as 
Thana without seeing a great deal of drunkenness. 
On the other hand, I have never personally seen 
a man whose intoxication was due to hemp drugs, 
I do not know, however, that I could discriminate 
between the two, 


I have not studied the table at page 20 of the 
last ALkari Report (1891-92), and am not able to 
explain details and the different ratios to popula- 
tion in different districts. 


I think that the condition (clause 5) in the 
present license for vend goes far enough in the 
direction of securing the quality of the drug sold. 


I think that the objects which Government 
should have before it in excise administration are 
to control, as far as possible, the cultivation, 
production and sale of thedrugs, to supply reason- 
able facilities for meeting the necessary demand 
for them, and to raise such revenue as may be 
possible without going to ench a point as to 
encourage illicit practices. The policy of the 
Government should be regulated by reference to 
effects thus far, that the worse the effects the 
greater the restriction and the higher the taxation. 
1 think tbat the effects of excessive consumption 
have to be taken into account as well as those of 
moderate consumption. It is so in regard to 
aleohol, In fixing taxation so high as to check 
excessive use, there is, I think, a heavy burden 
on the moderate consumers. So far as I see at 
present, drugs should be treated in very much the 
same way. It ison these grounds that, so far as 
I see at present, I would propose increased taxa- 
tiou on the drugs. 





4. Evidence of Mr. W. Porrsous, Collector of Poona. 


The special point on which my evidence is want- 
ed by the Commission is as to “ whether the 
effeets of consumption of hemp drugs have forced 
themselves ou my notice or not.” I Lave no special 
knowledge of hemp drugs, of the classes who con- 
_ sume them, or of their effects on the consumers. 
Were I to give evidence, all I could say is that, 
having served in eleven of the eighteen districts of 
the presidency proper aud in nearly every part of 


| 
| 


the province of Mysore, I cannot call to mind in my 
twenty-six years of service any criminal case I 
have had to deal with either direetiy or indirectly 
in which the consumption of hemp durgs in any 
form was mentioned or indicated as having led to 
the commission of the offence charged. [ have 
read of offences allexed to have been committed by 
persons under the influence of bhang, but 1 have 
not myself had cognizance of avy, 





5. Lvidence of Mr. BE. J. Exoun, Collector, Ahmednagar. 


1, Official opportunity as Collector of Abmed- 
nagar, in which district the plant is grown. 


2, The definitions may be accepted subject to 
the following observations. The terms siddhi, 
subzi, pati are not known locally. Bhang fulfils 
Dr, Prain’s definition, and also includes the broken 
refuse left on the treading floor during the manu- 
facture of ganja, Only flat ganja is known locally, 
The word chur or churi is known, and is under- 
stood by some to mean the fragments above referred 
to as bhang ; aud by others to mean the small side 
tops of the plants as compared with the larger 
terminal tops, 

3. I know of none, A stray plant or two, evi- 


dently sclf-sown, of the cultivated variety is 
locally found here ‘and there. af 


7. (a) Yes, 
(b) No, 


(c) Insignificant, 
(2) For seed. 


Bhang is made of the plants grown for seed, 
and is a bye-product during manufacture of ganja. 
Details of area have been already supplied through 
the Commissioner of Abkari. 


8. None worth notice. 


9. When grown for ganja the plant requires a 
rich friable soil, and land near a village site is often 
selected ou account of the manure with which native 
habits supply it. Irrigation being necessary in 
case of insufficient rain bagait land is preferred. 
When the plant is grown for seed or for the manu- 
facture of bhang only irrigation is not essential, 
aud in ordinary seasons any good jirait land will 
do. The soil is carefully prepared and well 
manured, Some persons assert that the effect on 
the soil is beneficial owing to the leaf manure 


obtained, but the general opinion is that the crop | rainfall of 26 inches, and in the Rahuri and 
is a hungry one. ‘I'he seed is sown about the end | Newasa talukas, A rich soil, with means of irri- 
of July in straight rows at intervals of a foot or | gation, appears to be necessary, and clear skies 
more between seeds, About one seer of seed per | are wanted towards and during harvest, 


acre is said to be required. It germinates in a 14. They are all forthcoming, but principally— 
week, and in a month attains the height of 18 (a) eth *y Renee 


inches. Weeding is carefully attended to, and if ; 
rain falls, irrigation is required every ten days or (6) Charas is a casual bye-product not put 
so if ganja is wanted. ‘I'he lower branches are on the market. 

removed in order to force a good top. About six (c) Bhang is prepared to a small extent, 
weeks after planting an expert is put on, who and the name is given to the refuse of 
seems to be rather an expensive item in the cost of the ganja floor as well as to the drug 
cultivation, getting Rs, 8 or Rs. 9 per month and ager from male and seeded female 
piants, 


looking after two or three acres. His business is to 
exterminate pervicious plants, about the nature of 15. Nothing is known locally about the wild 
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rather hazy notions, and if he finds symptoms of | plant only. 
mischief and can trace no local cause, he has to (a) Ganja— 








search the country round about for it. Harvesting methods differ somewhat. In some 


So far as I, with small botanical knowledge, can | cases the tops are all pulled off by hand. In some 
judge from the examination of specimens, the | they are cut. In some the central largest 
lant is both monosexual and bisexual, and the | tops ave collected and treated separately as first 
plants that have to be exterminated are the male | sort ganja, the central tops of side branches form 
and the bisexuals, since ganja is alone formed | second sort, the other smaller tops are third sort 
by the non-fecundated flower-top of the female | and are called chur. 
plant, There are several locul names for the plant The further process is much the same in all cases. 
in all its kinds and stages, and when suffering | The tops are heaped according to taste in narrow 
from peculiar diseases that ave said to attack it. | rows or in large squares abont six inches thick, 
I can only vouch for the following, which have | the different qualities when separately collected 
come uuder my observation :— being separately heaped. The heaps are then 
Male plant , . Bhangira or dhatura trodden under foot. Some manufacturers tread 
(the latter name | the fresh tops at once, some let them dry first for 
being identical with various periods. After treading it is turned over 
that of the common | by hand and again trodden.. The process of turn- 


which the ordinary agriculturist appears to = so these remarks refer to the cultivated 


er 


poisonous plaut). ing and treading is repeated at intervals for three 
Bisexual ,, ; . ik. or four days with local variations of treatment 


in the intervals, In some places it is heaped 
in round heaps ealled chakis, and weighted 
atop till midnight, and then opened up and 


Female plant when kept Ganja. 
from seeding. 


Ditto when partly gone Morai, | scattered and ventilated till dawn, when it is 
to seed, again laid out and trodden. And so on till it is 


There are other names, such as shewara, ropda, judged to be ready, when it is packed in Lags, 
ardhanar, of which I have not seen specimens. and asa rule is speedily removed by the whole- 
I imagine that the last must, as the word sale purchaser. ‘The treading floor 1s Sometimes 
implies, be the bisexual plant or tik. The prepared like au ordinary threshing floor with 
morai is not exterminated, but is simply regarded clay and cowdung, [ have lately witnessed the 
with regret, its meaning being that the male operation of treading, and in that case the floor 
has somehow got access and partly spoiled the | Ws simple mooram soil on a nulla bank, and had 
crop. The result of the expert’s work on the undergone no preparation beyond cleaning and 
average is that half the cropis thinned out, for | “Weepins. The ganja was epread in squares of 15 
he does not pretend to be able to diagnose the | o" 24 feet wide and about 6 inches thick. A line 
seed before planting, which some seem to think of eight or ten men danced on it to the musie of 
Phe tain ; atom-tom. Treading began on the outer edge of 

? the heap, and was continued in a spiral until the 
centre was approached, when the men fell out one 
by one as the space grew smaller. ‘They followed 
close on one another, dancing sideways in the 
leader’s footsteps. The tom-tom appeared to be 


When the crop is grown for bhang, and of 
course when grown for seed, the services of the 
expert are not required. Nor is irrigation re- 
quired when the plant is well established. The 
crop matures in between three or four months, | hichly necessary and kept them at it, 
maturity of the ganja crop being judged by the ie eee 
stickiness of the tops. Rain spoils it at this OF, or eis 
period. The outturn of ganja is estimated to he This is locally a bye-product which is not 
from 44 to 74 maunds per acre, according to | brought on to account, but appears to be the 
soil and season. The stems are used for fuel | harvesters’ perquisite, who probably part with it 
and the refuse for manure or for cattle, to friends who smoke, if they don’t want it them- 

a fin Seend . selves. Itis the resinous substance that sticks 

sid45" : to the hands or collects ou the sickle when pluck- 

11 and 12. No. ing or cutting the tops. The bands are now and 

18. Not restricted. then rubbed poseest and the iets , collected 

Tue ‘ ne : in the shape of a pill, which is naturally half dirt 
ath. eink eck re We ny a and sweat and half charas. A piece about the 
to suppose that these talukas have too mild a size of a marble may perhaps be the reward of a 
climate and too heavy average rainfall to make day’s work. 
the cultivation certainly profitable. The cultiva- (c) Bhang— 
tion is most common in the Nagar taluka at an This name is locally given indifferently to the 
elevation of about 2,500 feet, with an average | refuse of the treading floor where ganja is pre- 





pared, and to the produce of the seeded plants 
and of male plants when the crop has been grown 
for seed. In the latter case the tops are laid on a 
floor and the seed is beaten out with sticks or 
trodden out by foot. ‘The seeds are separated 
from the mass by means of a sieve, and the 
balance of broken leaves, ete,, is called bhang. 


The above include all the local forms of prepar- 
ation of the raw drug. The question is not 
understood to refer to the further manufacture 
for consumption, which is described in answer 
No. 29, 


16. (a) Not quite understood what is meant. 
If bhang drink is referred to, the answer is yes. 
If dry bhang, the answer is that it is prepared 
out-of-doors. 


(1) Yqs. 
(ce) Not known. 


17. No particular class. The preparation of 
ganja and bhang is ordinary coolie work, 


18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate. No inform. 
ation about charas. They become quite useless, 
From one to three years, according to care taken. 
Apparently exposure to cold aud damp causes 
deterioration, No special measures to prevent 
deterioration are locally known. 


19, Charas is alleged to be given to children as 
a substitute for opium, the use of which, asa 
means of quieting them, is locally prevalent. 
Ganja is locally used for all the purposes for 
which bhang can be used, ¢.¢., it is eaten in the 
shape of majum, yakuti, and gulkand, and drunk 
in the form of ghota. 





20. The use of charas is too insignificant to 
enable comparison to be instituted. What is 
obtained is smoked by such ordinary smokers as 
ean lay hands on it, 


%1. Only flat ganja is known locally. 


22, The only charas to be had locally is that 
described in answer to question 15, It appears 
to be the perquisite of the labourers to whose 
hands it sticks and is by them parted with to 
local smokers for what they can get for it, or is 
used by themselves, (See answer 19). It is not 
sold at the shops. 


23. It is not known to be smoked locally. 
24, According to officially collected information, 
out of a population of 888,755, there are only 187 | 
bhang drinkers and 168 majum eaters, of which 
latter 151 live at Ahmednagar, where the only | 


majum shop is situated. ‘he principal drinkers 
are said tobe Marwaris, Majum is eaten by the | 
wealthier classes, and is said to be the special 
dainty of wrestlers. 


25. The returns of retail sale at shops show a 
fairly steady comsumption. A hasty census taken 
throughout istr nat the number 
of smokers, in a population of 888,755, is 6,134, 
or '69 per cent. The number of drinkers and eaters 
is utterly insignificant. In theabsence of any 
conspicuous cause for increase or decrease, and 
vonsidering that the habit of smoking is not con- 
sidered creditable, I am inclined to think no change 
either way is to be suspected, 


26. The only information that it has been 
possible to collect relates to (a) and (4). OF 6,184 
gauja smokers, 372 are excessive smokers, Of 127 
bhang drinkers, 10 drink excessively, Of 168 
majum eaters, 16 eat excessively, 


27. In the chapter on “ Population, ” in 
volume XVII (Almednagar) of the Bombay 
Gazetteer, it will be found that the habitual use of 
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the drug is predicated of alarge proportion of the 
races and classes described there. I have had some 
of the ganja shops watched for a week, and find 
represented among the purchasers not only most 
of the people to whom the habit is ascribed in the 
Gazetteer, but also a number of classes in the de- 
scription of which the Gazetteer makes no mention 
ofhemp. The following is a combined list of 
classes of consumers, as extracted from the book, 
-and noticed during the week’s observation of the 
shops, ‘The former are entered in Roman, the 
latter in italics; and where the observation of the 
shop has confirmed the assertions of the Gazetteer, 
an asterisk bas been added to the name: 


Brahmans. Labourers, 
Deshasth,* Kahars. 
Marwaris.* Bhois 
Paradeshi.#* Tdinake: 
Kost. Vanjaris. 
Traders. Depressed classes. 
Gnjrathi Wani.* Bhangis.* 
Kointis. Mangs.* 
Lad Wanis.* Mhars.* 
Marwaris. Chambhars 
Jangams. 
Beggars, 
Crafts : 
fh babe Manbhaos.* 
Beldars.* Gondhalis. 
Gaondis.* Gosavis, 
Ghisadis. Siteopt, 
Jain Shimpis.* sd algoede 
Kattais, Fakirs, F 
Khatris. Bharadis. 
Koshtis.* 
Burnds. Musalmans. 
Lohars.* 
Mochis.* Kasabs, 
Otaris, Takara, 
Halvais. Pinjaras. 
Salfangars, Servants. 
Sonars.* Landowners. 
Sutars.* Tow Deccanis, 
Tambats. Ghair Mahadis. 
Vadars.* (My information from the 
Kaikadis. | shops does not give suh- 
Kasars. divisions, but the largest 
Kumbhars. | number of purchasers 
Niralis, in any one caste were 
Telis. in Musalmans.) 
Padomsalis. 
Rangaris, Husbandmen. 
Servants. | Kunabis, 
Maiis. 
Parits.® Marathas. 
Niavis. 
Musicians. 
Shepherds. 
Gavlis. Ghadshis, 
Dhangars. Guravs. 


It is impossible without an exh 
of which time and opportunity h 
to give a satisfactory answer to the latter part 
of this question, The purchasers at the shops 
gave many reasons for their use of the drug. 
Some, the i > Sai ey soug 
| intoxication ; others wanted it for the relief of 

pain in joint, stomach, head, ete. 3 others sought 
yelie£ from fatigue or strength to labour. The 
majority of the purchasers appear to have been 
men of the labouring classes, 7.¢., husbandmen 
and coolies, and poor Musalmans ; and craftsmen, 
such as weavers, goldsmiths, blacksmiths, ete., 
And in the majority (80 per cent.) of cases the 
parchase did not exceed one pice worth, which is 
a clear indication that the drug is a poor man’s 
luxury. There appears to be no doubt at all 
that the principal consumers as a class are the 
begging ascetics, such as fakirs, bairagis, etc., 
who use from quarter pound to one pound of the 
drug daily. 

After reading the Gazetteer, I was somewhat 


austive enquiry, 
ave not allowed, 





astonished at the result of the rough census of 
smokers and drinkers throughout the district, 
which gave a total of only 6,429, or about ‘7 per 
cent. of the population. On comparing this 
result, however, with the retail consumption, 
which last year reached an average of only 1,760 
tolas per day, I am not inelined to think that my 
census is very far from correct. 


28, The common weight used for petty sale is 
the old copper coin, the Shivrai, the average weight 
of which is 185 grains or three-fourths of a tola. 
A man who does not smoke more than this 
quantity (which essts one pice) per day, is classed 
us @ moderate consumer, But many make this 
quantity last three or four or more days. An 
excessive smoker uses from half anna to four 
annas worth per day, but there are men who can 
smoke any quantity. 


29, Swoking ganja.—The ganja is taken in_ the 
palm of the hand and washed and kneaded in a 
dozen or more changes of water. After the final 
squeeze it is mixed with about a third of its 
quantity of dry tobacco, and placed in the chillum 
with a lighted lamp of cowdung or charcoal atop. 
As svev by me, the chillum was a conical bow] of 
clay about eight inches long. A piece of damp 
rag was placed round the lower aperture, the 
ehillum was held in both hands, clasped so as to 
be air-tight, and the smoxe was sucked between 
the thombs. The chillum was passed from hand 
to hand after two or three whiifs, and the form 
of rinsing the rag in water was generally gone 
through as a preliminary by each smoker. 


Drinking ganja or bhang. Receipts for ghota, 
—(1) One tola ganja or bhang fried in ghi ; half 
tola pepper; half toladry ginger. Soak im water 
and pound well, mix with two seers of milk and 
two seers of water. Shake and mix thoroughly 
and pour from pot to pot. 


(2) Soak the drag in water for a few hours, 
then pound and strain through cloth, Add milk, 
sugareandy, pepper, almonds, kismis and spices to 
taste. 


Eating the same—(1) Grind to powder and 
mix a little ganja or bhavg, sugarcandy, almonds, 
and kismis. Mix with the milk and bake over a 
slow fire till solid. 


(2) Dry ganja is thoroughly washed and then 
mixed with ghi in the proportion of four seers of 
ganja to one seer of ghi. The mixture is boiled 
continuously for three or four days, water being 
added from time to time to prevent scorching, 
The ghi eventually becomes green. It is then 
filtered and allowed to stand till congealed. The 
congelation floats on the water and is skimmed. 
The product is mixed with melted sugar in the 
proportion of five tolas to four seers of sugar. 
Spices are added to taste, and the preparation is 
the base of majum, yakuti, gulkand, ete. 


(3) The ganja is first cooked with water and 
gi for two or three days continuously, and the 
extract is passed through a thin cloth. To make 
one seer of majum, } to 4 seer of ganja, 74 seer of 
ehiand 1 seer sugar are required. The extract 
when cooked up with more sugar, forms. the 
simple majam. | 

(4) Yakuli.—1 seer of the above extract; 3 seer 
almonds ; 1 tola cardamoms or nutmeg; 3 tola 
saffron ; 4 seer pistachio ; 4, seer charali. 


(5) @ulkand.—Fresh rose leaves are squeezed 
ju the hand and mixed with sugar-candy. The 
mixture is kept in corked bottles or jars for three 
or four months, when it forms a thick paste, 
which is added to simple majum. 
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(6) Shrikand,—Sugar and jagri are cooked 
together into a paste and added to simple majum. 


Some well-to-do persons have their majum 
prepared according to their private recipes, with 
the addition of salammisri and similar good 
things. As to the quantity of these preparations 
that can be taken, it is said that ten tolas of 
ghota is enough for a casual drink but habitués 
cin consume a seer without difficulty. Common 
majum is sold at 4 pies per tola, the consumption 
per individual varying from | to 20 tolas per diem, 

Dhatura, except for purposes of crime, is only 
used by the most reckless babitués, suck men as eat 
opium and arsenic into the bargain, to keep them- 
selves going. The object of the other admixtures 
seems tobe to drown the nasty taste of ganja, 
The only bhang massala traced locally is a horse 
medicine. 


30. As tosmoking, the ordinary smoker would 
prefer to smoke alone, unless there happened to be 
other smokers to pass the pipe to. The preparation 
of the pipe is a messy business, the practice is not 
considered nice, and the effects, except upon habitués, 
are not conducive to sociality. The practice is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, is often acquired 
at the age of 15 and carried oa through life. 

Ghota drinking is more of a social custom, 

Children only get the drag medicinally, 


31. The habit is easily formed. Opinions differ 
as tothe difficulty of breaking it off. Apparently 
it is easy if a man makes up his mind to it ; but old 
confirmed smokers are fit for nothing without it. 
The number of excessive users is comparatively so 
small that the tendency does not appear to be 
strong, 

32. A reliable witness states that among Mar- 
waris the use of ghota and majum is common or 
religious and festive occasions, such as marriage, a 
birth, recovery from illness, or after a fast. It is 
offered to guests, who take it or not as they feel 
inclined. he use on such occasions is generally 
temperate ; but inveterate users take advantage of 
the chance of a good pull. 


Searching the Nagar volume (XVII) of the 
Bombay Gazetteer, 1 find no reference to the use of 
thedrugas part of avy social or religious ceremony. 
The shop accounts show no extra sale tm the neigh- 
bourhvod of any great religious festival, and the 
custom of use on the Shivaratra is not observed 
locally nor considered essential, 

33, The practice of smoking is considered some- 
what discreditable, As far as religion is con- 
cerned, the drug has the advantage of not being 
proscribed like liquor. I should, therefore, attri- 
bute any adverse sentiment to the same feeling 
that exists against any habit that is liable to be- 
come debasing by abuse, and the people of this 
district are distinguished for their sober habits. 


There is no custom of worship. ‘The usual co- 
coanut is broken for luck at harvest, and some- 
times incense is burnt and red lead sprinkled with 
tiie same object, 


84. The obvious answer appears to be that the 
privation would at least equal that to be under- 
gone by habitués of tobacco, opium or liquor if 
deprived of their means of enjoyment. In the 
case of the poorer classes the privation would be 
serious, as the drug is used to allay fatigue and 
appease hunger. This would especially be the case 
with fakirs, gos4vis and other ascetics, to whom 
the drug represents the “ Welshman’s pipe.” 

bout 50 per cent. of this class would suffer very 
severely, as they could afford no substitute of 


' equal effect. 


85. Locally there would be no difficulty in 
prohibitiog the cultivation and import. There 
would probably be smuggling. Serious discon- 
tent would be caused among consumers, but not 
such as to amount to political danger. I would 
not anticipate recourse to alcohol, as the majority 
of smokers are too poor to be able to afford it. 
There might be recourse to opium. 

36. Local statistics afford no reason. 
sumption of alcohol is very steady. 


37. All that is known locally is that charas is 
very much stronger than ganja. 


38. No information forthcoming, except that 
what is locally supposed to represent chur is 
milder than ganja, it being either refuse or infe- 
rior tops. 

39. Local opinion seems to be that smoking is 
more injurious than drinking. Ghota is consi- 
dered to be a cooling drink, appetising and diges- 
tive when taken in moderation, Smoking is said 
by some to heat the system and to injure the con- 
stitution when carried to excess, unless accompa- 
nied by liberal diet, in which milk and gli are 
essentials, Majum is said to be largely used by 
professional wrestlers as a stomachic and calmer of 
the system. I am inclined, therefore, to suppose 
that eating and drinking the drug is less injuri- 
ous than smoking it. 


The con- 


40, Very little local information to be had. | 


Ganja is said to be an ingredient in an astringent 
mixture, of which the medico kept other particu- 
lars to himself as a trade secret. Anotber pre- 
scribes it in dysentery and for loosening phlegm. 
It is frequently mentioned us an anodyne for 
scorpion sting, for which purpose it is said to be 
administered fried in gbhi, which would be a simple 
form of majum, Purchasers at the shops often 
described themselves as buying it fpr pains and 
ailments. It is given to cattle and horses, appa- 
rently when off feed, 


41, The auswers refer to ganja. 
(a), (6), (c) Yes. 


(d) To secure concentration of attention, 
appease hunger, 


Answers to (a) and (4) are founded on the 
assertions of habitual smokers and drinkers, 


Popular opinion is that ganja smokers escape 
fever and many other complaints, 


To 


It is asserted that the drug is used by gold- 
smiths aud other doers of “ barik kam ”’ to keep 
their miuds upon the work in hand, which use 
seems to be parallel to the alleged use by ascetics 
for concentration of thought on hely things, 
Ascetics, however, largely use the drug to appease 
hunger, and what would be considered excessive 
consumption in the case of others is moderate in 
theirs. I am_ told on good authority that native 
soldiers who have gambled away their pay employ 
the ganja pipe as a cheap substitute for food until 
in fundsagain. If bad luck lasts long outward 


symptoms betray them, and they catch it at 
orderly room, 


42. The moderate use of ganja appears to be 
quite harmless so long as consumption is propor- 
tioned to liberality of diet. A plentiful diet, in- 
cluding copious milk and ghi, is said to render the 
constitution unassailable by ganja, In such cases 
it gives appetite, aids digestion, opens the bowels, 
drives away fatigue, and induces refreshing sleep, 
So I am told by smokers. : 


43. It is said that, as a rule, 


they are quite in- 
offensive. 


But a beggar who has acquired ‘con- 
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| I think the taxation to be reasonable. 


centration cf thought’ by the use of it will be a 
nuisance till his object is attained by receipt of 
alms. If this be ¢o, it is probable that much 
must depend on the natural suavity of the smoker’s 
disposition. Yet I am assured by au habitual ex- 
cessive smoker that it calms the temper. 


44, It is deseribed as partial intoxication, on 
recovery from which a feeling of freshuess saper- 
venes, fatigue vanishes, and, if sufficient is taken, 
hnnger disappears. When taken regularly by 
regular livers, appetite is promoted. The after- 
effect appears to be desire for more, and the want 
of gratification produces longing and uneasiness. 


I attempted to gain practical information by 
treating a few habitual consumers to ganja and 
ghota, ete. After about 14 hour, in the course 
of which four or five men smoked that number of 
pipes in company (including a pipe of Lenares 
ganja and one of charas) and drank a couple of 
seers of ghota, the party withdrew apparently as 
sober as when they came, and saying that they 
had enjoyed themselves very much. One memb-r 
became very garrulous; but it was probably his 
nature. 


45. Local opinion, as far as sounded, bas attri. 
buted none of these effects to the moderate use of 
ganja when accompanied by sufficient diet. My 
euquiries have of necessity not been extensive 
enough to enable me to offer remarks worth re- 
cording on this page. In the whole district I am 
told of seven cases of madness, 47 of addleheaded- 
ness, and 12+ of impaired constitution, attributed 
to the use of the drug; but I have not secured 
details of the cases for want of time. 


47 and 48, Local opinion is in the negative. 


49, They are said not to besoused. Reference 
is made by one witness to a medicine for promot- 
ing vigour, in which ganja is used in combination 
with the ash of some metal; but his knowledge 
was small, 


55. It is said that a novice conld be eansed 
complete stupefaction by the drug in any shape 
without admixture, 


57. Charas is not locally known to be eaten or 
drank. 

Ganja is locally used for the manufacture of 
edible and drinkable forms of the drug in the 
same way that perhaps bhang is used in other 
localities. In these forms the action is said to be 
slower in arrival, but longer in duration than when 
the drug is smoked, 

58, I think it is working well. 


60. I see no local reason for supposing that 
further control than exists is requisite. 

61, The extent to which charas is produced is 
described in answer No. 15, and Ido not think 
that interference is necessary, 


62. There appears locally to be no reason for 
more control than exists. 


63. No. 


64. No, As far as I can judge the regulations 
work smoothly and successfully, 


65. As far as the result of local enquiry goes, 
Cases of 
excessive and unhealthy use cf the drug amongst 
local residents are very rare. The moderate use 
appears to be harmless, and a small luxury is placed 
within reach of the poor. 


66, I have no knowledge of the subject. Any 
distinetion should be made to depend on the 
ascertained proportions of strength, 


67. No. 


68. No. They would be extremely objection- 
able. 


69. Wishes would be consulted if occasion 
arose for considering the question of opening or 
closing a shop, as is always the case in the 
instances of liquor, or opium, or toddy shops. 
Local public opinion certainly ought te be con- 
sidered, 


70. No. I have no reason to suspect any abuse, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I joined the service 26 years ago, 
and [ have served in six districts and in all tlie 
divisions, but chiefly in the Southern Division. 
I am now serving in Ahmednagar and have been 
there for the last two years. 

Question 45,—I have had no personal experi- 
ence of the effects of ganja smoking, The 
subject did not attract my attention until the 
last two months. I then had a census taken 
thr oughout the district of the number of persons 
who consumed the drugs moderately and exces- 
sively, of those whose health had suffered thereby, 
and those who had become insane. The propor- 
tion of smokers to the total population was, as 
well as I remember, *7, and to the male adult 
population something under “2, Seven cases of 
lunacy were reported out of a total population 
of 850,000, of whom 6,500 were smokers. Forty 
people were reported to have had their brains 
affected in more or less degree, and I think abeut 
150 were recorded as having suffered physically. 
The statistics were collected by the mamlatdars 
through the village otficers. The returns of 
consumers were approximately accurate as tested 
by the consumption of the shops. As regards 
effects, the accuracy cannot be guaranteed. I tried 
to test two or three of the cases by further enquiry 
without seeing the lunatics themselves, and the 
reports failed to satisfy me that the hemp drug 
wus responsible for the insanity, I think the 
returns were prepared with perfect honesty. The 
matter is looked on with perfect iudifference 
lueally, and the enquiring officers were free of 
bias. I have absolutely no experience of the 
connection of the hemp drugs with crime. I 
cannot recall a single instance of a crime for 
which the hemp drug was responsible. It appears 
to me that the vast majority of the consumers 
are the very poor, who cannot afford a more expeu- 
sive intoxicant, and that the deprivation to them 
caused by prohibition would be very serious, yi 
consider it quite unnecessary to prohibit it. 
There would be no difficulty in restricting the 
cultivation to the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Satara. The cultivation in other districts seems so 
insignificant that the prohibition of it would 
hardly cause any inconvenience, In Ahmednagar 
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the cultivation will more than half of it be found 
in the Ahmednagar taluka. The restis in small 
patches scattered over eight other talukas, I 
believe the plant is cultivated to a considerable 
extent in the continuation, in the Nizam’s terri- 
tory, of therange of hills called the Balaghat, 
on which the greater part of the Ahmednagar 
cultivation is to be found, I see no objection to 
the system of storage and issue of the prepared 
ganja under Government control. I don’t know 
the Satara district, The hemp drugs are very 
much cheaper than liquor now, Fora pice a man 
can get enough ganja to last him for a week if he 
is a moderate consumer. ‘There is, therefore, 
considerable margin for heavier taxation of the 
drug without driving the people to liquor or 
other intoxicant, Iconsider there is a consider- 
able margin for taxation, though, as I have said, 
the drug is consumed by the very poor. I have 
no sympathy with the excessive consumer, and the 
moderate consumer would not feel a moderate 
increase, ‘The most famous village as producing 
the best quality of ganja is Mehekri. The wild 
plant does not grow in the district spoutaneously, 
Regarding the consumption of the ganja produ- 
ced in Nagar, I believe the largest export is to 
Kolaba, 1 have been told that some is exported 
to Europe. 


Letier from Mr. Espen appended to 
his evidence. 


1. With reference to my evidence given before 
the Commission on 19th December 1893, I have 
the honour to state that I have made inquiry into 
the extent of the cultivation of the hemp plant 
in the Ahmednagar district of the Bombay 
presidency during the period 1881-82—1898-94, 
and find that the average area of the cultivation 
during those 13 years has been 577 acres. 


2. The taluka averages for the same period have 
been as follows :— 


1 Ahmednagar are + 217 acres. 
2 Newasa ° : 4 Aver. 
3 Rahuri - ; bo". 
4 Shrigonda . : - 3 ae 260.» 
5 Parner é z i ‘ at D8 se 
6 Kopargaon . r : . 3 are 
7 Karjat . : : 14 ,, 
8 Sheogaon . . . : cy AW po 
9 Sangawner . 4 “ 4 ANT LG bere 
10 Jamkhed 

11 Akola 


3, I exoressed an opinion that the cultivation 
might be confined to the Ahmednagar taluka. On 
consideration of the figures before me, 1 desire to 
qualify that opinion by including the Newasa 
and Rahuri talukas in the permissive area, the 
cultivation there having been fairly regular and of 
considerable extent, In the other talukas it bas 
been irregular and insigniticant, 





6. Evidence of Mr. W. F. 


1. None in particular, Whenever any -state- 
ment in my evidence or in thatof others forward- 
ed by me clashes with those forwarded in bis own 

department by Surgeon-Major Kirtikar, Civil 
Surgeon of Thana, the Commission need not 
hesitate for an instant about preferring the latter. 

One can’t serve twenty-five years without hear- 
ing something about the matter ; but 1 neverhad 
any taste for it nor dealt much with such natives 

yol. vii, 


SincLarR, Collector, Thana, 


as have, and my duty has never forced it on my 
attention, 

3, None. 

7. Dr, Kirtikay’s references to Cannabis indica 
as under cultivation in the Konkan are to plants 
cultivated in gardens in small numbers for 
private use, or in some cases for his own study, as 
besides his own garden he has more or less use of 
several others, including mine, for such purposes. 


B 


The plant is not cultivated in the Konkan as a 
field crop, nor-even as a market crop io gardens, 
but it occurs in small numbers in many private 
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Panwell case.—The accused was a Brahmin of 
the Panwell taluka in the Kolaba district, a village 
accountant, always in bad health and in bad odour 


gardens, and I have seen specimens that seemed | with his caste, neighbours, and superior officers on 
to.me to be sclf-sown, and afterwards taken care account of his dissipated and irregular habits. 


of by the gardeners. This cultivation is some- 
thing like that of tobacco in English gardens and 
not. much more important. 


20. 1 can’t recommend the Commission to 
trouble themselves about this district, where the 
consumption of hemp drugs by local natives is 
unimportant, 


33. The habitual consumption is looked on as 
disereditable in the Thana district. 
34, Probably not very serious. 
it is even found necessary in jails to allow these 


I don’t think | 


i 


cee a re 


under section 295, Indian Penal Code. 


One morning he was found in a temple with the 
broken image of a goddess, and was prosecuted 
His de- 


' fence was that the goddess fell in love with him 


drugs, though I have known eight ounces of | 


aleohol per diem allowed in one case (gradually 
diminished to vanishing point with complete ease), 
and we allow Burmese convicts tobacco. 


ani invited him to her arms. The medical evi- 
dence was that he was insane from the abuse of 
some preparation of hemp. He was sent to 
Kolaba Lunatic Asylum, cured and discharged, 
tried on the criminal charge, acquitted (on the 
ground of insanity I suppose), and reinstated in 
the public service. I did not take the case myself, 
but the papers relating to it necessarily came 
before me when he was sent to the Lunatic 
Asylum. Of his return cured, second judicial 


. proceedings, and reappointment to the public 
: service I know only by report, but trustworthy 


bition of so portable an article could not easily be | 


enforced, If it were, I suppose the few who now 
use it here would take to dhatura (a common 
weed), opium, or country spirit. 


86. I should say not; the consumption of | 


country spirit in this (very drunken) district is 
apparently diminishing. 


45, Hemp Drugs Crime—Kennery Island Case. 


— The accused was a native of Upper India, a man | 
of unusual size and strength, probably 5 feet 10 | 


I 


inches high, and nearly 11 stone in weight. 
He was a washerman in the 


forget his name, 


service of the light-keeper on Kennery Island, | 


and got leave to go to Bombay for a few days, | 


On his return he brought a stock of bhang (which 
’ he was described as “ eating’? habitually), and for 
several days was noticed to be more or less under 
its influence. Finally, at midnight he forced his 
way into the English light-keeper’s bed-room, 
where the latter was sleeping with his wife. The 
lady was awakened by the noise of bis forcing 
open the shut door. 
to her bed-side, caught her by the throat, and 
attempted to strangle her. She was a tall, strone 
woman and resisted stoutly, arousing her husband. 
The noise brought down the servants of the lamp 
from the lantern above, and the accused retreated 
under the bedstead, a heavy solid piece of fur- 
niture, where he delended himself for some time, 
but was at last dragged out, pinioned, and bound 
to a verandah post. The light-keeper telegraphed 


to me, then District Magistrate of Kolaba and , a3 had come into Thana legally. 


I came off with the Superin- | 


resident at Alibag, 


Almost instantly he rushed | P° 


35, You can prohibit anything, bat the prohi- | report. 


I understand that he has since left the 
service, but am not informed of the manner of his 
leaving it. 


53, See the two cases above (answer to question 
4.5), 


55, No; this is done with dhatura, 
58. It is working well. 
63. No, 


64. No, and of this I have seen a good deal 
when Collector of Kolaba, because, a very impor- 
tant ganja firm bas its head.quarters (for merean- 
tile convenience sake only) in the port of Panwell, 
and exports “ urbi” (¢.¢., to Bombay) and “ orbi.” 
It gave no trouble. 


65. Quite reasonable and not a subject of 
complaint from any one. 


68. No, and there is no need for them nor call 
for them. 


69. Not in Thana, because the matter is unim- 
rtant. But if it were important, I would 
consult the villagers, as is always done in the 
really important ease of liquor shops, 


70. No facts and no smuggling into Thana. 
The Bombay contractor complained of smuggling 
from Kurla and Bandora (suburbs of Bombay, 
but in Thana District) into Bombay. But he now 


_ bolds both the Thana and Bombay farms, and 


tendent.ot Police and two policemen to the island, | 
and desired the Superintendent to hold his inquiry | 


und proceed according to Jaw. Part of what he 


and his men did was.to let their prisoner escape, . 


ef which he only took advantage to walk down to 


a tank, drink and wash himself, aud then, when | 


they found him, surrendered quietly. He was 
tuken to Alibag and put under medical observation 
in the subordinate jail. When reported sane and 


says that-he is all right. The inference is that 
the hemp drugs smuggled into Bombay were such 


Note by the Commission appended to 
Mr. SINcLAIR’S evidence. 


45. Records in the two cases called for and 


- read— 


fit to be tried, he was tried by myself. The | 
medical evidence was that, when admitted, and for | 
some time after, he showed symptoms of being | 


under the influence of bhang, aud repeatedly asked 
for it. 1 tried him, aud sentenced -him to 18 
months’ rigorous imprisonment under section 457, 
Tudian Penal Code, I-think I remember getting 
the warrant returned in the usual way at the 
expiration of the term of sentence; at any rate 1 


never heard of him as a lunatic or criminal - 


again, 


(1) Kennery Island case —This was a case ip 
which the dhobi of Mr. Dyer, Light- 
keeper, Kennery Island, was charged with 
entering his master’s bed-room at night 

and attempting to throttle Mrs, Dyer. 

He was sentenced by Mr. Sinclair to 
eizbteen months’ rigorous imprisonment, 

The Magistrate held “that the accused 
committed the offence when violently in- 
toxicated by some preparation of hemp.” 


One wituess, a lascar at the lighthouse, said 
in evidence : “‘ Accused is a regular ganja- 
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smoker, but I do not know anything 
about his smoking on that particular oc- 
casion.”’ On the other hand, another 
witness, Mr, Dyer’s butler, said in evi- 
dence: “I have. known accused about 
four or five months,. I do not know any- 
thing about bis using: ganja.” 

There is no other reference to hemp drugs in 
all the evidence except in the statement of 
the Assistant Surgeon, who on 4th Novem- 
ber 1887, said: “1 know the accused Kun- 
jandas since the 9th ultimo, when he was 
lodged in the Alibag jal * * * . I 
found him on that occasion to be suffering 
from narcotism ; and from the subsequent 
observation, I am of opinion that this was 
produced by the excessive use of some pre- 
paration of hemp, probably ganja.” This 
Assistant Surgeon was not examined as to 
the grounds of this opinion, but generally 
remarked that “the whole of the symp=- 
toms were consistent with a severe bout of 
ganja-smoking, lasting up to 8th ultimo 
inclusive.” There is no mention anywhere 
of the prisoner asking for bhang ; but in a 
letter of the Assistant Surgeon (not in his 
evidence) it is stated that the man asked 
for ganja and tobacco. 


(11) The Panwell case.—The accused was a 
Brahman, said to have entered a temple 
and ‘found Parbatti’s idol therein so 


her down, breaking her into seven pieces.” 
He was then insane and incapable of mak- 
ing his defence, He was tried two months 
afterwards, and was discharged by the 


Magistrate, who wrote: “ 1 do not think | 


there is evidence enough to persuade me 
to put the accused on his defence,’ Mr. 
Sinclair is therefore mistaken as to the 
termination of the case. The man was 
not acquitted on the ground of insanity, 
but discharged for want of evidence. 


As to the cause of insanity, the papers show 
that the man was “insane for twelve 
years—an attack every year or two ;” that 
the attack was preceded by “dissolute 





life;” and that its “supposed causes” . 


were “ ganja-smoking, Dissipation. Being 
rejected and deceived by bis paramour,” 
It is also stated that his father was 
epileptic and his own health “ below par.’? 


Oral evidence, 


I have been 25 years in the Civil Service. I have 
served in every province in the presidency except 
North Canara. 1 bave little personal acquaint- 


: tion. 


make revenue of the drugs, 
beautiful that be embraced her and threw | 


ance with the subject and have already placed 
at the disposal of the Commission the information 
I was able to collect. Speaking generally, I 
think the hemp drugs have no effect to speak of 
on the health of the people of this presidency. I 
regard it as a negligible effect, I think it may 
fairly be so described and I so treat it in my own 
administration, 


I have known only three cases in my experience 
in which there was any apparent connection 
between hemp drugs and crime. The one is over 
twenty years old; and I have no details of any 
value about it. I did not try it. The other tio 
eases are the Kennery Island case and the Panwell 
ease. I have already brought these cases to the 
notice of the Commission and placed them (through 
their Secretary) in the way of obtaining full in- 
formation regarding them, These are the only 
cases in which I have traced any connection 
between hemp drugs and crime. The Medical 
Officer (Dr. Pereira) concerned in the Kennery 
Island and Panwell cases is still in the same sta- 
tion. 


I have no reason to think prohibition is called 
for. Had I thought 80, I should have had more 
to say. A thing which so little obtrudes itself does 
not require such a measure. I believe in restric- 
tion, Ican refuse and have refused new shops 
where not required. T can close any shop if it 
appears to be doing harm. I am not asked to 
I have complete 
power. Butthere are no appreciable effects. I 
find villagers object sometimes to a liquor shop, 
But 1 have never had any objection made to a bhang 
and ganja shop. 


I consider that there is a margin for increasing 
taxation, having regard to the price of other intoxi- 
cants, the fact that the drugs are mainly used by 
the poor, and the danger of smuggling, It is 
difficult to judge from my experience, as my farms 
are suburban, and have to be considered in view of 
the Bombay contracts. Sut I consider that there 
might be a margin, I may add that the poorest 
of the poor drink toddy and spirits and consumers 
are not always the poorest. 


My view of the general object of Government 
administration of the drugs is that it aims first of 
all at regulating their use and preventing intoxica- 
The making of revenue is a secondary object 
altogether, I have no suggestions to make in 
regard to the present system to improve it in 
view of these two objects. It might be different 
if I were serving in a country where the drugs 
were much used. In my district, as I bave said, 
their effects are practically a negligible quantity. 
In any case, if anything was done to raise the 
price of ganja materially, it might be necessary 
to have subservient legislation regarding dhatura. 


7. Evidence of Mn. F. L. Cuaruus, Collector, Belgaum. 


1. By serving for 24 years in various districts 
in the various grades of the Civil Service, 

2. In this district Bhang means powdered ganja. 
It is not known as subzi, ete. Charas is not used 
in Belgaum at all. ‘The definition of ganja ap- 
plies. Only flat ganja is sold in Belgaum. It is 
simply known as ganja. 

3. The ganja plant grows wild, to a very small 
extent in this district. It is xo¢ cultivated in Bel- 

vol. vii. 


! sanabu in Kanarese, 


gaum atall. It is said to grow freely in Satara 
and Ahmednagar, but I have not been there, 

4, Bombay hemp is called ¢ag iu Marathi, 
Ordinary hemp—amadi in 
Marathi, puxdiin Kanarese. Both grown for fibres 
in this district. Only used for fibres. Ganja 
hemp is the name applied solely to the variety of 
which the drug is formed. 

5. This district is 2,000 feet above sea-level. 
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The rainfall varies from 120 inches on the Ghats 
to 25 in the eastern talukas. 


6. There are so few plants in this district, 1 
cannot say. 1 have only seen one plant, about 84 
fect long, with branches proceeding from a cen- 
tral stalk. The flowers were embedded amongst 
densely packed small leaves. 


7, See answer 4, Only ambadi and tag are 
cultivated for fibres. No drug is made from them 
in Belgaum. No ganja is cultivated, nor are 
drugs made here from wild ganja. 


8. There has been none. 


9. Tag is sown asawhole field crop. Ambadi 
is sown as a row crop in fields of bayri and tur 
and some others, 


10. None in this district, 
11 and 12. Not in Belgaum. 


13, There is no restriction on cultivating the 
ganja plaut in Belgaum. The talukas near the 
Ghats are said to be unsuitable. Those inland 
from the Ghats can grow ganja and fibre hemps. 

14, None. They are imported ready-made, 
that is to say, ganja (flower tips) is imported in 
the form of dried and compressed tips, 

15, Majum is a swe-tmeat looking like slabs 
of cream toffee. 1t is made of powdered ganja 
mixed with sugar and ghee boiled. It is eaten as 
a sweetmeat, Ganja itself is wetted, then rubbed 
in the hand to a sticky pulp, then mixed with 
tobaceo and smoked, Bhang is powdered ganja 
mixed with spices, sugar aud milk or water, and is 
drunk as a cooling mixture. It is called ‘“ ghota ” 
in Marathi; Kanarese name not known. “ Phake” 
is roasted ganja powdered and mixed with sugar 
and spices, eaten by male professional singers, 


16. Bhang or ghota can be prepared by people 
in their houses, It can be prepared wherever 
ganja is grown. 

17, There is no particular class. The licensees 
are Musalmans, Marathas, Jains and others. 


18, It is said they keep for one year, but lose 
their effect as drugs entirely after two and-a- 
half years. Thisis stated by the ganja farmer for 
this district. No measures are known to prevent 
deterioration, vor are the causes known. 


The import of ganjain this district has been 
as follows, for the period for which information is 
available :— 








————————— RE 











QUANTITY, 
Year. Revenue to Government, 
Maunds, | Sceers, 
R 
1887-88 . - 391 30 4,213 
1888-89 : 154 | 4,052 
1889-90 Tes ee 3,287 
1890-91 204 25 3,301 
I eee 194 5 3,312 





——— - 


19. Ganja itself is only smoked. Charus is 
not used here, 

20. Ganja is smoked chiefly by bairagis, fakirs 
and gusains, and to a limited extent by all classes. 
It is sparingly used by a few in all classes. 


2]. Only flat ganja is used here for smoking. 
22. None here. 


23. No, 
24, A few of all ciasses drink bhang (ghota), 
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Itis chiefly used by persons in good circumstances. 
Majum sweetmeat is also eaten by a few of al! 
classes, 

25. It has decreased in this district since 1837- 
88 owing to the completion of the Southern 
Maratha Railway and the migration of the 
labourers thereon employed elsewhere. 

26. This can only be guessed at. Perhaps—— 

(a) 80 per cent. 

(4) 5 per cent. 

(c) 183 per cent. 

(¢d) 2 per cent. 
100 

27. (a) (ce) and (7) are of all classes. (b) Habitnal 
excessive consumers are bairagis, fakirs and 
gosains only. The reason for this is the life 
of hard privation and exposure they lead iv 
their wanderings. 


28, (a) One-fifteenth ounce, price 1 pie. 
(6) Two-fifths ounce, price 6 pies, 


29. Sugar and spices are used indifferently. 
Dhatura is not used. I know of no preparation 
such as bbang massala. 


30. In solitude by classes other than bairavis. 
Chiefly confined to males. It is not usual for 
children to take these drugs in this district. 


31. It is alleged that all these questions can be 
answered in the affirmative, but I have never seen 
any cases exhibiting excessive use or the difficulty 
of abstaining. 


32. No such customs are known here, 


33, With indifference. There is no pronounced 


opinion. It is, however, supposed to induce idle- 
ness, 


There is no custom of worshipping the ganja 
plant, But it is offered to dead relatives who 
used it in their lifetime, at the time of death anni- 
versary ceremonies by Musalmans and Marathas. 


34. Only to bairavis, fakirs and wandering 
mendicants, and the few habitual consumers of all 
classes. There are only about 200 maunds of &0 
seers of 40 tolas each used=16,000I6 per annum. 
The excessive consumers would take about 9Ib 
each per annum and the moderate 1fb 8 oz, The 
total population is 1,013,000 in the Belgaum 
district, giving an average of JIb to every 63 
persons per annum. As only 16,000Ib in all are 
consumed, there could at most be only 1,600 per- 
sons if ali were immoderate users, and about 
12,000 if add were moderate consumers, I estim- 
ate the immoderate at 300 and the habitual 
moderate at about 8,000 at the outside. The 
farmer estimates his customers at from 1,000 to 
1,200 in Belgaum town, which contains the 
largest number of consumers. There are 27 
minor shops in other parts of the district, 

35. It would not be feasible, because where the 
plant grows people can pick it for themselves and 
make the preparation for themselves. 

36. No. 

37. Not smoked here. 

38. Only flat ganja is used here, 
of others not known. 

39. It is supposed that the drink is less injuri- 
ous than the drug smoked, because of the greater 
admixture of harmless ingredients. 

40. Sometimes prescriled in the form cf ganja 
for wind in the stomach and stomach-ache, 


41. (a) Said to be a digestive. 


The effect 
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(b) Also to give staying-power and lessen the | ally consume the drug, the use of it is not 


effect of exposure. general, 
(c) Not known here, 53. Not known, No such case has come under 
(¢) Checks diarrhoea and relieves pain. my notice during 24 ¥ents as a Magistrate. 
All classes in small numbers, but. principally 54. No case known in this district, 


eaiecltwiie 55. No cases known, though the use is occa- 
sionally suspected. Majum is said so to be given 
in order to allow of rape-a : 

56, Dhatura is not known to be used here, 
Only tobacco is used to mix with ganja whether 
by moderate or excessive smokers. 

57. Not kuown here, 

58. Yes. No change necessary: 


59. None necessary in this district. 


42, The moderate use appears to have no evil 
effects. The Civil Surgeon of Belgaum states 
that no insanes have come under his notice whose 
insanity was due to ganja; nor have any cases of 
violence or crime come under his notice due to 
this cause. I also as a Magistrate have never 
observed any cases of crime due to ganja. 

43, Yes, 

——4+t—Refreshing, incites appetite and—quiet 
the mind, The moderate use does not intoxicate, 
but induces a slightly giddy feeling. The effect 
of smoking lasts for two or three hours, Hunger 
is said to bean after-effect, A longing for further 
gratification is felt, 












61. None. 
62, 63 and 64. No. 


65. The import fee is 8 annas per Indian maund 
and bid in auction for the license R3,935 for 
last year. Ganja only is imported. No change 

46. The Civil Surgeon knows of no insanes | seems necessary. If fees were raised, the coutract- 
dne to this, and states, “the moderate consump- | or would bid less in the anction. 
tion would appear to be harmless.” I know of no 66. There is ovly one kind imported here, viz., 
cases of insanity induced by ganja consumption, | flat ganja, 
and never saw one, 67. No. 


68. There are no shops where the drugs may 
be consumed on the premises. I see no harm in 
allowing such consumption. 


69. A shop is not opened unless a considerable 


46. Excesive use is said to produce insanity, but 
I never sawacase. Ihave never seen a case of 
any harm arising from the use of ganja. 

47 and 48, No; the habit is purely personal. 


49 and 50. Nothing is known as to this. number of inhabitants of a village wish it, or do 
51 and 52. The District Superintendent of | 2% object. 
Police states that though bad characters occasion- 70. Nothing known. 





8. Evidence of Mr. F. S. P. Leny, Collector of Surat. 


19, Charas is not at all used in Surat district. | (Sonis), Jains, Brahmins. Also by afew Muham- 
Ganja is also pounded along with bhang, pepper ; madans, and men of other Hindu castes. Bhone 
and poppy seed. After being mixed with water | water is generally preferred, but it is also eaten in 
the whole is filtered through cloth and then | the form of bhang bukni by some Hindus. Bhang 
drunk by about 200 Borahs and other Mubam- | bukni is made by frying bhang with g¢hi and 
madans in Surat city, and sometimes by ascetics. | then adding sugar. Majum pak is sold in shops. 
It accelerates intoxication as compared with | To prepare it, bhang is soaked in water for a whole 
ordinary bhaug water, and also mitigates the | day and then boiled for about a couple of hours. 
chilling effect of bhang. Ghi is then added, and the mixture again boiled 

20. Fakirs, sadbus and such like religious as- for several hours, Syices and suyar are also boiled 
cetics lead the way. In Snrat city about 200 | i” and the preparation allowed to cool, when it 
Borahs and 1,000 other Muhammadans smoke. congeals and is cut up into small cakes, The 
Next come about 500 goldsmiths (Sonis), and monthly lieit sale of bhang in the shops of Surat 
20) masong (Kadias), Then about 500 Jains, | district is 2264 local seers (3874 tolas) for 
Then about 100 weavers (Khatris), The rest, 650,000 people, and of majum pak 344 seers. 
about 400, are Kanbis, Wanias, Ghanchis, Brah- 25, The general opinion is that it is not on the 
mins, Dheds. increase, The licit sales have lately somewhat 

The above are for Surat city. Elsewhere we | imcreased in this district owing to the introduction 
note Wanjaras from the Ghats, and Brahmins | 0f restrictive measures in the Baroda State in 
occupy a higher place. 1892. Before that year there were none whatever, 


The monthly licit sale of ganja in all the shops 26, The great majority of consumers of both 





t district is 6284 ganja and bhang are habitual, three-fourths are 
aad HA ee 34 local seers (374 habitual moderate, and quarter habitual excessive. 


21. Only flat is used in Surat district, not Occasional consumers are of bhang only, and 
round. It is preferred to chur or kani, as it is | they are rare. 
called here. The gardo or ganja dust, which is 27. Fakirs and other ascetics are the chief 
said to be used in Bombay and elsewhere pounded | habitual excessives in ganja. ‘They take it because 
with bhang, is not at all used here, and is there- | it enables them to bear abstinence from food and 
fore destroyed by the local farmer, water and even clothes in the coldest weather. 
22. Not used at all in Surat. It is. said to enable them to resist the most 
Bhang is never used for smokingin Surat nislarious climate and the worst water, Muham- 
one 5 hgin Surat | madans and many castes of Hindus are led to 


ganja or bhang by having to abstain from aleohol 
24, Bbang is chiefly drunk by goldsmiths | from religious scruples. Artizans and others 


believe that their usual drink of bhang water 
sharpens their faculties and enables them to work 
better. Lastly, many resort to ganja smoking 
as a cure for rheumatism, indigestion, and certain 
other chronic diseases, and also to allay mental 
depression. More than one-half of the consumers 
belong to the poorer classes. 


28. Ganja— 


Habitual moderates, 4 tola, costing } anna. 


Habitual excessives, 2 tolas, costing 1 anna. 

Bhang— 

Habitval moderates, 1 tola, costing 2 pies. 
Habitual excessives, 4 tolas, costing 8 pies. 

Some ascetics consume as much as 5 tolas of 
ganja per diem, 

29. Tobacco is invariably mixed with ganja 
40 mitizate the bad odour of the latter. The 
ingredients ordinarily added to bhang water are 
pepper and poppy seed to make it more digestible. 
Oceasionally sugar, milk, almonds, cardamoms 
and other spices are also added to bhang water to 
make it less intoxicating and also more palatable, 
Dhatura is not known to he used. No other 
preparation is sold for mixing in this district. 

89, Women are scarcely koown to consume 
either drug; but five to ten Hindu womenin 
Surat City are known to. Children do not, as a 
rule, take them; but some parents sometimes 
give alittle bhang water to make them sleep. 


31, The habit is easily formed in a few days, 
It is very difficult to leave off ganja; not so 
difficult to leave off bhang, No doubt there isa 
tendeocy towards excess, specially in early life. 
But wany instances met by me seem to prove 
that there is alsoa tendency to decrease the amount 
consumed as age advances. A highly respectable 
Brahmin assures me that be formerly smoked 3 
tolas a day; but now that he is getting old, only 
one tola, Another man says that he used to 
smoke 2() pipes per day, but gave it up on account 
of the intolerable asthma it gave him, A third 
has smoked one pice worth a day without increase 
or decrease for the last seven years. A fourth, 
who has smoked 34 years, now only consumes one 
pice worth against two pice worth formerly. 


$2. Bhang is sacred to Shiva and is called the 
batti of Shiva. On Shivratn it is necessary for his 
worshippers to offer bhang to Mahadey. On Lim- 
ochhuv or Gorepadoa day many Hindus drink the 
juice of the leaves of the xim tree grounded with 
bhang and water. This use of the drag is tem- 
perate and not likely to lead to the formation of 
the habit, 


33. Among respectable persons the consump- 
tion of the drugs, especially of ganja, is undoubt- 
edly held in some disrepute. In the case of 
Muhammadans this is strengthened by religious 
feeling, and they use the drugs secretly, The feel- 
ing of the rest of the community is based, I ap- 
prehend, on disapproval of intoxicauts generally. 
It is not very strong. There is no custom of wor- 
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serious discontent, As tothe last question, I can 
only say I have met one or two cases where a 
ganja smoker has given up the habit and taken to 
opium, 

36. I do not think so, 

37, No charas in this district. 


38, No round ganja is consamed in this district, 
The effect of chur or kani is generally the same.as 
that of unbroken ganja; but it is held to be more 
injurious if it is much broken. 

40. Thev are prescribed by native doctors for 
venereal diseases, etc. Bhang and ganja are 
said to be used sometimes for cattle diseases. 
Bhang is given to horses along with other spices, 
and often to cows and buffaloes to make them 
yield more milk, 


41, Ganja is believed to assist digestion, also 
bhang. Both give staying-power, ete., and whet 
the faculties. They are not much believed in as 
febrifuge. They assuage rheumatic and other 
pains and mental distress. But great stress is 
laid on not consuming them with an empty 
stomach and on the accompaniment of a full and 
generous diet, such as ghi, wheat, milk and sugar. 


Many of the moderate consumers (vide answers 
20 and 27). 


42. Some of the healthiest looking men in the 
district are moderate consumers. A_ robust-look- 
ing active man of 50 was talking to me yesterday 
who had smoked ganja for 30 years. 


43, Quite so. 


44, Bhang is refreshing, It produces intoxi- 
cation more or less according to the habits of the 
consumer. It creates a ravenous appetite, Dur- 
ing the period of elation, which lasts about four 
hours, the man goes about his business with 
heightened faculties. The effect of ganja is 
similar, 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhang and 
ganja is not believed to be injurious, asa rule, if 
accompanied by sufficient nourishing food. I 
have met several habitual consumers, who are 
none the worse for it. On the other hand, ganja 
has induced asthma in some. Without good food 
it causes also loss of appetite and indigestion. 


I have not myself come across any cases of 
consequent insanity, 


46. Excessive use of ganja is believed to cause 
asthma and indigestion in a more marked degree, 
also consuinption and impotence, The excessive 
use of bhang is believed to cause rheumatism and 
indigestion. 

47 and 48. No. 


49, As already stated, an excessive use of 
ganja, without good and sufficient food, tends to 
cause impotence. 


51. No significant proportion of bad characters. 
No special connection with crime has been noted. 


62. The present control 3s quite sufficient, An 
addition might be made to Government Notifica- 
a Sater : wa 





shipping the hemp plant in this district, 


34. It would be most reckless and unwise to 
think of such a thing. All habitual consumers 
would suffer for some time from want of sleep, loss 
of appetite, griping and indigestion. Most of 
them belong to the most ignorant and fanatical 
classes in the country, and would bitterly resent 
being deprived of a protective against all their 
bodily ills. 


8. It would be wantonly causing the most 


cultivator to keep an account of his production 
and sales. The orders above referred to bave 
already had an effect ia restricting the production 
of bhang in this district. 


68, There are only three such shops in Surat 
City. They undoubtedly make the consumption 
of bhang more easy, because the consumer is 
saved the trouble of preparing his bhang water. 
It has yet to be seen whether the experiment of 
closing similar opium shops is successful or not. 
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Iam inclined to think it will only lead to the 
formation of clubs, which will have the disadyan- 
tage of less publicity. 

69. No objection has ever been taken in this dis. 
trict to a ganja-bhang shop. If one was made, it 
would be attended to; but there is not the same 
feeling as there is against liquor or toddy shops, 


70, Large quantities of the drug were smuggled 
in small parcels from the Baroda territory in 
former times ; but since February 1892, when the 
sale was brought under control and a farming 
system introduced by Eis Highness the Gaekwar, 
smuggling bas almost ceased. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 52.—I hand in some translations of 
popular sayings on the subject of bhang collected 
from a company of sadhus, 


Question 59.—-1 should say that bhang was 
generally harmless—quite as harmless as the 
English glass of sherry. The vast majority of 
consumers are quite moderate. In my own office, 
which represents in many senses the best class of 
native society, there is perhaps not one who docs 
not oceasionally take bhang in sccial entertain- 
ments. I refer especially to the followers of 
Shiva. TI have noticed no ill-effects among them, 
and they themselves say that the occasional dose 
does not produce any effect at all. ‘here are also 
a certain number of habitual consumers and a few 
who exceed ; but the vast majority are occasional 
consumers ; and of the habitual consumers the 
majority certainly do not exceed, According to 
my ivformation, the habit of drinking bhang is 
not very quickly acquired. In this bhang differs 
from ganja smoking. It would therefore take 
long for a consumer of bhang to reach this de- 
graded condition. I do not, however, pretend to 
accurate knowledge on the subject. I am not 
prepared to say that [ have myself observed 
people to have been reduced to such a degraded 
condition by bhang as by the use of ganja. I have 
made enquiries during my tours, and people have 
admitted to me that they took bhang, and their 
physical condition appeared to me, asa general 
rule, to be quite satisfactory. I do not mean to 
say that the drinking of bhang is confined to the 
Shivaites. The majority of Vaisbnavites do not 
take it; and these form the mass of the non- 
Shivaite agricultural population of my district. 
Some Musalmans do take bhang ; but not, I think, 
the Parsis, The Musalmans reprobate the prac- 
tice. The number of victims to ganja smoking 
certainly appears larger than the number who 
injure themselves by the use of bhang. But this, 
I think, may be explained in some degree by the 
fact that there is more disrepute attaching to the 
moderate use of ganja than to the moderate use 
of bhang, and so long as a man indulges moder- 
ately in ganja, be can keep it secret and has an 
object in doing so; but when bis constitution is 
ruined, he cannot keep :the secret any longer and 
abandons all restraint. Besides, there is no doubt 
that the smoking of ganja is much less prevalent 
among the respectable classes than the use of 
bhang. The use of ganja is for the most part, 
though by no means entirely, confined to religious 
ascetics. The effects of ganja have not come to 
my noticein my mag sterial capacity, at least 
in the Surat district. One hears far more of 
alcohol or toddy. My knowledge is derived from 
information rather than ocular demonstration. 
In every taluka town the mamlatdar can bring up, 
and has sometimes brought up, perhaps half a 


dozen social wrecks, said by him to have been 
ruined by gauja. The persons themselves invaria- 
bly admit the ganja habit; but they attribute 
their condition also to the want of sufficiently 
nourishing food in the form of milk and gbi. 
On the other hand, there are always to be found 
some well-nourished individuals who have used 
ganja all their adult lives and appear to be none 
the worse for it. Practically, [ should not have 
any hesitation in accepting the view that the 
condition of the persons I have mentioned was 
due to the causes alleged by them. I could not 
answer for isolated cases. I have said that each 
mamlatdar could produce five or six such cases, 
The average population of a mamlatdar head- 
quarter town would be 3,000 or 4,000. I have 


, called upon the mamlatdar to produce the ganja 


smokers more frequently in the Jast month or 
two than previously ; but the subject has always 
attracted my attention more or less, and I have 
occasionally done this in past years. I cannot 
definitely remember to bave called upon the mam- 
latdar to produce the social wrecks from opium or 
liquor. In regard to liquor, a large part of the 
population of some towns eet drunk when they 
get the chance; but the effeets of alcohol on the 
constitution do not seem to be so permanent or so 
radical as those of ganja. Regarding the ganjeris, 
I have not instituted enquiries into their habits 
with the view of ascertaining whether they used 
alcohol or other drugs, because their statement 
und those of the mamlatdars and others that they 
used ganja appeared to render it unnecessary. 
It is very probable that if more strict enquiry had 
been made, the mamlatdar would have been able to 
produce even a larger number of persons than I 
have mentioned as victims of the ganja habit, 
because itis very unlikely that ataday’s notice 
every one would be able or willing to come. I 
have occasionally given the order a day before- 
hand—always verbally. I have taken far more 
interest in regard to alcohol than in regard to 
ganja; andif I were to reler to my note books, 
I could probably call to mind many wore cases 
bearing upou the effects of alcohol than upon 
those of the hemp drug. My information regard- 
ing the latter has been furbished up and added to 
in consequence of the present enquiry, The 
alechol-consuming population of the Surat district, 
which is the one with which I am best acquainted, 
is quite distinct from the ganja-consuming popu- 
Jation; and, moreover, I donot know so much 
about the population that consumes ganja immo- 
derately as about the liquor drinkers, and therefore 
1 find it difficult to make a general comparison 
between the effects of the two habits. Alcohol 
is consumed by a vigorous population, who live a 
healthy, open-air life, and the injurious effects 
upon them of frequently getting drunk are there- 
fore little or nothing, With regard to ganja, 
one knows little of the religious ascetics who are 
the chief consumers; and I am not prepared to 
say whetber it is more or less injurious than 
alcohol, I speak of alcohol in the form of toddy, 
which I thiuk is much more wholesome than 
distilled liquor, Fully fermented toddy is about 
as strong as London stout, as shown by experi- 
ments made a few years ago. I think increased 
taxation of ganja would be highly impolitic. 1 
can hardly see how, apart‘from political reasons, 
it could be beneficial. The consumer would be 
prepared to spend a pice or two more upon it. Itis 
much cheaper to get intoxicated on ganja than on 
liquor. Ido not recommend increasing the cost 
of the former, because the people who use it are 
poorer than those who driuk liquor, I never 
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remember seeing a person intoxicated by ganja. I 
only know ganja intoxication by description, and 
it has been described to me as not dissimilar to that 
caused by alcohol, I have seen a great many 
eases of drunkenness from toddy. It must, I 
suppose, injure a person to get intoxicated from 
alcohol in any form. I do not know of any 
adulteration of the drugs. There does not appear 
to me to be any necessity for Government to 
take measures to prevent adulteration, I think 


| 


40 tolas is an unnecessarily high maximum for 
legal possession of ganja. I think five would be 
rather too low, owing to the shops being scat- 
tered ; but it would be sufficient in average cases. 


Question 68,—I think there is no prohibition 
against consumption of bhang or ganja in the 
premises in the shops of Surat. The shops are 
not a nuisance, and the fact that smoking is there 
done in public would be rather deterrent than 
otherwise. 








—_——9,Pritence-of Ma-t-M Camrsett, €.LE., Collector of Land Revenue and Customa 


and Opium, Bombay, 


Oral evidence. 


1 have twenty-four years’ service in all divisions 
of the presidency (except Sind). 


Ido not think the hemp drugs are used to 
any great extent. I find the actual consumption 
to be about 86 seers per thousand of population, 
and there is no smuggling in Bombay ; so that 
this means less than it would mean in other pro- 
vinces where there is smuggling. Dharwar is the 
only district where there is marked increase, and this 
is accompanied by decrease in liquor consumption. 
There liquor seems to be displaced by drugs; but 
this is not the case elsewhere in the province. 


I do not think thatthe drugs do any appreciable 
harm tothe people. I think there has been an 
impression in the province that there is harm done 
by these drugs, and that they are nota good 
source of revenue. There is an idea that nothing 
should be done to stimulate consumption. No 
doubt to ain at revenue only might stimulate 
consumption. But on the one hand, the impres- 
sion regarding the ill-effects of the drugs is not 
so strong as it was. When one is not giving 
attention to the subject, the only thing one 
notices is the excessive use. The moderate use 
does not obtrude itself on notice. When one sees 
more of the subject, the effects are found to be 
generally less burtful. Then, on the other hand, 
to take up the drugs more carefully and aim at 
control and to raise taxation could not itself tend 
to increase consumption. But a high taxation 
might lead to smuggling and other illicit practices. 
This would not, however, lead to increased con- 
sumption, There would be special danger of 
smuggling from Native States outside the pro- 
vince, such as Indore on the one side and 
Hyderabad on the other. I do aot think that 
taxation could be considerably raised without 
coming to some arrangements with Native States 
within and without the province. Some such 
arrangements might be made with the Native 
States within the presidency as have been made 
in respect to opium ; and 1 think the compensa- 
tion payable would be small, and that the Native 
States would have no objection. 


I am not of opinion that the effects of the drugs 
are such as to justify prohibition nor any stringent 
restriction. 1 think the producers in Ahmednagar 
and Satara would resent very much any restric- 
tion of cultivation. I think that the prohibition 
of cultivation in those districts where it is 
trifling, so as to confine it to the two districts 
above named, might cause some little diseatis- 
faction, but would be feasible. It could be done, 
The system of restricted cultivation and bonded 
warehouses, however introduces so many com- 
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plications, as compared with the present system, 
that it would require careful consideration, I 
think a R10 (ten-rupee) transport fee per 
maund could be levied without any change of 
system, and the present system could not work 
well with a higher fee. Something like the 
Central Provinces system might be required. I 
do not recommend this at presentin the Deccan. 
The rise in price by a tax of, say, #2 (two rupees) 
per seer, as in the Central Provinces, would be 
very much felt, and would cause more discontent 
than would be worth while exciting for the small 
increase of revenue that would result. If there 
were a large increase of revenue it might be 
different. As itis, I do not, as at present advised, 
recommend such a change as far as the interests 
of Bombay are concerned. I admit, however, 
that if the question were regarded as part of a 
general system of excise, there might be other 
grounds for taking action towards equalizing 
taxation, Smuggling from Bombay to the 
Central Provinces must be encouraged by the 
difference in rates, 1 think also, perhaps, that 
the heavy general excise taxation in Bombay— 
the high revenue realised from excise as compared 
with other provinces—would be an argument 
against increasing taxation on auy special in- 
toxicant, such as hemp drugs. I believe that the 
two habits, liquor and drugs, are practically quite 
distinct. If they were fully distinct, then there 
would be little force in the last argument I have 
referred to, Another objection to high taxation 
of drags is that Hindus and some Muhammadans 
might object to it owing to the increased price of 
drugs being an inducement to take to liquar, 
which their religion condemns. In view of all 
the circumstances of the euse, { would not 
impose on the drug more than a transport tax 
of R10 a maund under existing circumstances, 


1 think that the object of Government in taxa- 
tion of the drugs should be the greatest revenue 
with the least possible consumption, that is, I 
think the drug is sufficiently harmful to make it 
a proper thing to seek to keep the consumption 
low. I think that the natural demand must be 
wet to prevent smuggling and such practices ; 
but the Government should seek to keep the 
facilities for supply as low as possible. I do not 
think the present demand is too great. I would 
therefore rather aim at not increasing it than at 
cutting down the existing sources or facilities for 
supply and reducing consumption, The latter 
would unnecessarily cause discontent, and be 
unadvisable. I would aim at getting as much 
revenue as possible without increasiug the existing 
demand and consumption, and without interfering 
with it. 


As to the maximum of possession, I think that 
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forty tolas is tuo ligh, aud I would reduce that to 
five tolas. 

I think it isa good thing to have some shops 
in Bombay city, where the drugs are consumed on 
the premises. lt keeps the consumers under 
notice. The shops are bound to close at a certain 
hour, and the consumers to behave in an orderly 
wanner. ‘his tends to regulate the practice, and 
eontrol the habits of consumers, Theclosing of 
the chandu and madak shops is said to have really 
increased the number from 14 shops to abont 150 
clubs. The latter are not open to inspection or 
visit by the authorities, Asa matter of fact, too, 
consumption of ganja within licensed shops is 
really small, and shows no serious evil. 

In statement K on page 16 of my memorandum 
the exports are of Bombay ganja, ze., of ganja 
produced in the Bombay presidency. “ Foreicn 
Indian Ports” are mainly ports in Kathiawar, 
I believe that all the ganja exported is grown in 
the province. There was export ascribed to the 
Central Provinces; but this was found to be a 
mistake. The ganja exported has paid the trans- 


port duty on removal from the districts in which 
it is grown, 


I believe that in ordinary magisterial work there 
is no connection between hemp drngs and crime. 
But there are certain crimes—murders and erimes 
of violence —aseribed to ganja ; and there are also 
certain statements regarding the use of the drugs 
by Rajputs that point to its leading to violence. 
Ihave never sifted these statements; nor have 
such facts come to my notice. On the other 
hand, I have been told that the drugs make a man 
timid. It is otherwise with alcohol, Among the 
Bhils, in the wild parts of Gujarat aud in such 
districts as Thana, there are many crimes cou- 
nected with alcohol, 


Mr, Almon and I have talked over the question 
of the average dose on which the estimates of 
consumption in Bombay city should be based. 
We bave also made further enquiries. We both 
think that half atola would be nearer the true 
average than one tola, Mr. Almon would desire his 
evidence to be corrected on this point, 





10. stvidence of Mr. J. Monreata, Collector and District Magistrate, Bijapur. 


1. I had practically no opportunity of obtain- | 
ing special information on the subject until I 
came to Bijapur a year ago, and my attention was 
tot particularly attracted to it until orders for 
the supply of information to the Commission 
were issued, 


2. The definitions given for ganja and bhang, 
which names are used, may be aczepted for this 
district; but the term bhang is in some places 
applied to the powder left in the bag after gunja 
is handled and taken out. Charas is not known, 
and bhang is said to he used only for the prepara- 
tion of the drink called “ ghota,” The sort of 
ganja sold here is flat ganja. 


3. LT knew no district in whieb the hemp plant 
grows spontaneously, 


7. The hemp plant has been cultivated in the 
town of Bijapur for some years past, and is at 
present being grown there and in Utnalin the 
Bagewadi taluka for the production of gauja and 
bhang. ‘he areas sown have been— 
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8. Linfer from the larger sums paid for the | 
right to sell the drug that consumption is increas- 
ing, but 1] can assign no special reason for this 
increase, except perhaps the increase of spare 
cash. 

9. I can add nothing on this point to the de- | 
scription given by Kao Bahadur R, C, Artal in | 
paragraph 3 of his letter printed as an appendix | 
to the note of the Commissioner of Customs, Salt, | 
Opium and Akbari, forwarded to Government with | 
his letter No 4752, dated 11th Septetnber 1893. | 
Rao Bahadur R. C. Arial serves in Bijapur. 


10. The plant is cultivated on behalf of the 
contractor, a Marwari, under the supervision of 
experts who come from the Satara district. The 
operations commun to the production of this and 
other plants are performed by cuitivators belong- 
ing to the district. 

vol, vii. 


11. Not here. 


18 There is no restriction of area. It is stated 
in the Bombay Gazetteer (volume XXV, page 
234) that the plant flourishes best at an elevation 
of 4,000 to 7,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
Rich friable moist loam is needed, and there must 
be no shade. 


14. Ganja and bhang only are prepared in this 
district, and bhang to but a small extent. The 
ganja produced in 1$92 iy said to have beeu about 
560 maunds, 


15, I can give no information on this point in 
addition to what appears in Mr, Artal’s report 
above mentioned. 

16, Bhang is not prepared by the people in their 
houses, 


17. Ganja is prepared only by the contractor. 
The only other preparation, so far as I can learn, 
used in the district is ehrta, and it is made and 
drunk at festivals, particuiarly the Holi, by Mara- 
thas and the other Hindu lower castes; oceasion- 
ally by some of the higher castes (not by Lenga- 
yets) and by Musalmans. 

18. 1 am told that ganja and bhang deteriorate 
after two years, and that their use is then espe- 
cially deleterious, I am not aware how deteriora- 
tion can be prevented. 


19, Ganja is used only for smoking. 
not used at all in this district. 


Charas is 


2(), So far as I can learn, the smoking of ganja 
is almost confined in this district to Muhammadans 
of the lower class, fakirs, Hindu asceties and 
mendicants, weavers, and some domestic servants. 
The proportion of ganja smokers to the total 
population is exceedingly small. I imagine not 
so much as 1 per cent. 


2%. Flat ganja is used here, 

22. None. 

23. No. 

24, So far as I can learn, bhang is hardly ever 
eaten here, and is drunk only in the form of ghota 
by the classes mentioned in the answer to question 


17. Ido not think the proportion of thuse who 
so use it exceeds 5 per cent. 


F 
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25, As already stated, I infer from the higher 
sums paid for the right to sell the drug that the 
use of ganja is increasing, but I can assign no 
cause except a probable improvement in income. 
Mr. Artal states that the habit of smoking 
ganja is fostered by ascetics, and as they move 
about more rapidly now with the improved means 
of commynication, the increase may be partly 
accounted for in this manner. 


26. I can make only the roughest guesses at 
these proportions. Of the ganja consumers, I 
should: think 10 per cent, are habitual excessive 
consumers, the rest being habitual moderate con- 
sumers, there being practically no occasional consu- 
mers at all of the drug in that form. Almost all 
the consumers of bhang in the form of ghota seem 
to be occasional moderate consumers. 


27. I can give no information on this point in 
addition to what is stated above. 


28. Ganja only habitually used — 


Average allowance. 
(a) 1 tola : . : 
(b) 4tolas  . 5 : - 2 annas, 
I have been able to get no information direct 
from actual consumers, and the second-hand in- 
formation I have got varies considerably. 


29. I have no information on these points bes 


yond whatisin Mr, Artal’s report above men- 
tioned, 


Average cost. 
} anna. 


30. The consumption, I am informed, is gene- 
rally in company, and, except as regardsa few 
prostitutes, is confined to the male sex. Persons 
under 20 are seldom addicted to the drugs, 


31. I am informed that the habit of smoking 
ganja is easily formed and is difficult to break off. 


33. The occasional consumption of ghota at 
festivals is apparently not considered by any class 
of the community to be open to objection. The 
habitual use of ganja is considered discreditable, 
and I have not been able to find a single person 
who will admit he uses it. Even the persons en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the plant informed me 
that no consumer of ganja would confess that he 
consumes it. The cause of the shame is presum- 


ably that the habitual use of the drug is generally | 


considered deleterious, 
ped in this district. 


34, As the habit of smoking ganja is difficult 
to break off, it would doubtless be a serious priva- 
tion, though probably beneficial, to forego the use 
of the drug, 


35. Ido not think the use of the drugs could 
be effectually prohibited ; certainly not unless cul- 
tivation was also stopped in Native States, The 
prohibition would create serious discontent, and 
as regards the occasional consumers of ghota 
would be a needless hardship. The discontent 
would scarcely amount to a political danger. A 
Government is not in my opinion justified in ab- 
solutely prohibiting the use of an article which in 
moderation gives pleasure and does little or no 
harm. What is legitimate is to check its use in 
excess, which is harmful, by making it expensive 
through the imposition of duty, Ido not think 
the prohibition would necessarily be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs ; or, 
if it were, that that would be a serious objection, 
for the immoderate use of hemp seems to be worse 
than the immoderate use of the others. 

36. I do not think so, 
tendency is the other way, 


37. My opinion on the points specified in this 
chapter would, of course, be of no value, but in 


The plant is not worship- 


If anything, the 


case the Commission have not seen it, I would 
refer to an article on Cannabis sativa in Part VI 
of the Pharmacographia Indica, which probably 
contains the most authoritative exposition extant 
of the effects of the drug. 


58 and 59. I think that the present system of 
excise administration in respect of hemp ayags has 
worked fairly well, but that the time has, come 
for putting these drugs on the same footing as 
alcoholic stimulants and opium. Hitherto the 
consumption of preparations of hemp has not been 
extensive, and so long as it was very small, the 
farm of the right to sell, as dispensing with the 
need of any preventive establishment, was perhaps 
most suitable, But it seems that not only in this 
district, but throughout the presidency, tbe 
amounts bid for the right to sell have been in- 
creasing, and it may fairly be inferred that the 
habit of consuming these drugs is spreading, It 
cannot indeed be said yet to be ‘ead tha ; still the 
total consumption is, I think, sufficient to make 
it worth while to impose an excise duty ; it is al- 
ready in this district much in excess of the con- 
sumption of opium, though insignificant as com- 
pared with the consumption of alcoholic stimulants, 
particularly toddy, I use the expression “ make 
it worth while,’ for in my opinion the question 
whether it is worth while is the only one which 
calls for consideration in this connection. It is, 
I believe, generally admitted that the system of 
deriving a revenue by farming the right to sell 
is suitable only in the earliest stage, and that the 
levy of an excise duty is the fairest and most 
satisfactory method of taxing an article produced 
in the country. Now the levy of an excise duty 
on preparations of hemp will present no difficulties 
in this presidency, The wild bemp does not grow, 
and the cultivation of the plant requires great 
attention, and cannot be carried on surreptitiously, 
The existing Abkari establishments would probably 
suffice for the levy of the duty, or at least would 
require strengthening to but asmall extent. The 
article is too bulky to be easily smuggled, and the 
arrangement with various Native States as regards 
aleoholic liquor and opium could probably be 
easily extended to hemp intoxicants. The levy of 
an excise duty is of course a very different thing 
from total prohibition, and would not, I think, 
excite any opposition. The article already pays 
a duty through the incidence on the consumers of 
the amount paid for the farm, and is a very legi- 
timate subject of revenue. An alteration in the 
form of the duty could not reasonably be objected 
to, The drugs would probably be a little dearer 
under au excise duty than they are now, but not 
so much so as to materially affect anybody—cer- 
tainly not the occasional consumers, while the 
habitual consumers are ashamed of the habit, and 
are the less likely to make onen opposition to a 
check on if, 


The levy of an excise duty would, of course, 
have to be accompanied by an import duty on so 
much of the article as is imported from places 
outside British India, except such Statesas might 
give over to the Government the management 
of this as of other abkari revenue. The present 
duty on import, export, and transport is not, in 
my opinion, a very fair or satisfactory one, I 
apprehend it is intended rather to recoup the cost 
of controlling transport than to be a source 
of revenue, It does not, however, seem right 
that in a district in which the hemp plant 
is not grown the price should be increased 
by an import duty from which, or from any- 
thing corresponding with which, districts in 
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which the plant is grown to an extent sufficient | persons to apply for licenses for separate shops. 


to meet the local consumption areexempt. If the 
duty were charged only on importation from 
places outside British India, there would be less 
objection, for the several British districts would 
then be on the same footing as regards duty, 
whether the plant is cultivated in them or not. 
But the fairest method is to charge an excise 
duty on the article produced in British India, and 
a corresponding import duty on the article import- 
ed from places outside British India, In the 
first instance the rate of excise and import duty 
should be low, but not so low as the existing duty 
ou transport, the incidence of which is under 3; 
of a pie per tola, Also the minimum amount of 
duty leviable should not be so much as at present. 
I should think that a rate of 8 annas per seer of 
ganja, which would be little more than a pie per 
tola, would be an exceedingly moderate rate with 
reference to the present duties on spirit and toddy. 
I do not know whether the strength of bhany 
differs from that of ganja so much as to require 
a separate rate. Of course cbaras would need a 
rate for itself, 


I consider that it would probably be practicable 
and desirable to apply to ganja and bhang the 
system now in force in most districts with regard 
to toddy mutatis mutandis—that is, there should 
be a separate license for each shop, which, if there 
is only one applicant, should be given on payment 
of a fixed fee; if there are more, it should be sold 
by auction, All the ganja and bhang prepared 
should be kept in bonded warehouses or depéts, 
and sold thence only to persons who hold licenses 
for shops on payment of the duty. The licensee 
should have the option of supplying himself from 
any depét in the presidency on payment of excise 
duty, or from places outside the presidency on 
payment of import duty, each consignment in either 
case, of course, being covered by a pass showing 
tbe payment of the duty. 


It is, however, possible that the consumption is 
in some districts not sufficiently large to induce 


In that case the right of sale throughout a district 
could continue to be given to one person—gen- 
erally the person who offered the largest sum for 
the privilege—who would supply himself from a 
depot or import on payment of excise or import 
duty as proposed in the case of the holders of 
licenses for separate shops, 


60. There is at present no need for control, 
61, Charas is not produced here, 


62. The cultivation of the hemp plaut for the 
production of bhang is not separate from its 
cultivation for the production of ganja. 


63 and 64. See answer to questions 58 and 59. 


65. There is at present in this province no 
taxation in the strict sense of the term on prepa- 
rations of hemp except the duty on import, export, 
or transport, as regards which please see answers 
to questions 58 and 59, 


66. I think not, but only one kind of ganja is 
used in this district. 


67. See answer to questions 58 and 59, 


68. No. I think consumption on the shop 
premises is as unobjectionable as consumption in 
the consumers’ own houses, 


69. Yes, The village officers are required to 
inquire and report whether the bulk of the people 
wish a shop or object to it, and in the latter case 
a shop is not allowed. I think it is reasonable 
that effect should be given to the wish of the 
majority in this matter. 


70. I have reason to believe that although 
there is no, or practically no, smuggling, people 
who live on the borders of Native States get 
their supplies from shops in these States, where 
the article is said to be cheaper. This practice is 
possibly owing to the rule that any person may 
have in his possession without a license as much 
as 40 tolas. The limit should not, I think, be 
more than 5 tolas,—perhaps better, 2 tolas, 





11, Evidence of Mr. H. Woopwarp, Collector, Kaira, Gujarat. 


1. Only the general experience derived from | 
aighteen years’ actual service as a District Officer , 


in many of the districts of this presidency, exclud- 
ing Sind. My speciaé attention has been drawn 
to the subject quite recently. 


2. Yes; though the general notion is that 
bhang is produced from the female and ganja 
from the male plant only. I cannot discover that 
these products are known locally by any peculiar 
names. 


3. None. 


7. None; the fibrous hemp plant (san), so- 
called, is altogether different from ganja, and has 
no intoxicating qualities, 


14, No, they are all imported. 


19, Only for smoking in the Kaira district. 
Charas is not imported for sale here at all, and 
ita use is extremely limited. 

20. The practice of smoking ganja is general 
among all the lower and poorer classes, fakirs, 
bairagis, sadhus, and other ascetics being spe- 
cially addicted to it, 

21, Flat ganja alone is used in this district. 

28. Never, so far as I can ascertain, 
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24, Bhang is drunk by all classes of the popus 
lation in a less or greater degree, specially in the 
hot seasou. It has refreshing and stimulating 
properties, and is imbibed at convivial meetings, as 
Europeans use tea, by the well-to-do classes, 

25. There are very few shops in this district, and 
the consumption seems to be decidedly on the 
decrease owing to the prevailing and spreading 
taste for the cheaper forms of alcohol. This 
remark is applicable to bhang drinkers and ganja 
smokers, 

26. Roughly out of 100 consumers, 

(a) 80 
(6) 6 
(c) 10 
(@) 5 

100 


Yor bhang and ganja (not charas), 


27. From all classes. From the Brahmin and 
well-fed bania to the Dharala and emaciated 
ascetic, as wellas Muhammadans, The people of a 
country like India must have stimulants. The 
form of the stimulant chosen will depend ona 
variety of circumstances, not the least important 
2? 


~ 
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being the means of the consumer. Physical aches 
and pains, mental depression, general joylessness 
of life among the more indigent classes, the force 
of bad example, are all inceutives to get tempo- 
rary rest and oblivion, 


28. (a2) About $ tola, costing } anna. 
(2) Double or treble that quantity. 


29. Tobacco is generally mixed with ganja to 
improve the flavour. Pepper, poppy-seed, almonds, 
curdamoms, and sometimes sugar and milk, are 
mixed with bhang-water according to fancy and 
taste, and with the object of rendering it more 
palatable and warmer to the stomach. 1 am told 
that dhatura is occasionally mixed with charas to 
enhance its inebriating powers. 


30. Bhang and ganja are usually taken in com- 
pany, though some incorrigibles prefer ganja 
smoking by themselves. The habit is mainly 
contined tothe male sex, who contract it at any 
time of life. Children seldom consume any of 
these drugs, though they may be allowed a sip 
of bhang-water as ours are of wine asa treat on 
special Occasions. 


$1. Not moreso than in the case of aleohol- 
drinkers in respect tu bhang, Much more fre- 
quently the gauja smoker becomes a slave to the 
habit and falls into excess. 


32. I understand that Shiva or Mahadev is 
regarded by [lindus as the special patron of 
bbang, and that it is always imbibed on his sacred 
days and festivals, I have not heard that orgies 
are indulved in on these oceasions; and, as they 
are infrequent, I do not think they are likely to 
have any effect in forming habits, 


88. Ganja smoking is regarded among all 
classes as a degrading and disgraceful habit. 
This feeling is due partly to the classes of people 
who cousume it owing to its cheapness, and partly 
to the baneful effects which result from its exces- 
sive use. No such stigma applies to the taking of 
bhang. The hemp plant is not an object of wor- 
ship to my knowledge. 


34. Tani of opinion that it would for obvious 
reasons. In this district 1 do not think more 
than 5 per cent. of the population would be 
affected. 


35. Absolute prohibition would certainly entail 
smuggling, which could not be stopped. The 
discontent would be sore among the classes affect- 
ed, but not such as to amount to a_ political 
danger, 


I don’t believe in the possibility of absolute 
effective prohibition of the use of ganja and 
bhang; but if it could be, alcohol, I believe, 
would be the substitute. The rematuing alters 
native, opium, operates as a sedative, and could 
hardly be a fit substitute for hemp drugs, which 
are excitant and irritant in their nature, 


36. See answer to question No. 25, 


37. Only that they are much more rapid and 
far more powerful, 


39. I should say that ganja and charas smoking 
with or without admixture are much more injurious 
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than bhang-drinking. I know of no edible 
preparation made from the hemp plants. 


40. Taken ona fall stomach, bbang and ganja 
are esteemed to be good for digestion and as 
appetisers to brace the nerves and sharpen the 
intellect, Bhang is used in cases of rheumatism 
and fever. Ido not know that they are used in 
cases of cattle disease, thongh bhang is given to 
cattle to increase their supply of milk, 


41. See above. 


42, No decided answer can be given. The effects 
depend upon the temperament of the taker, 
the quantity in which and the times when the 
stimulant is taken. Generally it may be said 
that, like smoking tobacco or drinking alcohol, it 
is comparatively harmless if taken with care, mode- 
ration, and due consideration of the consumer’s 
constitutional peculiarities. No hard-and-fast 
rule can be laid down. 

43. Quite so. 


46. The excessive ganjasmoker may be 
detected hy his emaciated boly, his dull lustre- 
less eye, his listlessness and feebleness. He 
becomes ufter a few years enfeebled in body and 
mind, and even a worse wreck than the victim of 
aleohol. Appetite goes, and at last the madden- 
ing fumes become his sole resort fur temporary 
relief and oblivion. 


47. No. 


49. Not to my knowledge, though it is not 
doubtful that excessive ganja smoking will in 
time affect the virile powers, 


51. None whatever. 


53. Men, no doubt, become highly excited and 
lose their mental balance by excessive indulgence, 
It was commonly reported that the man who at- 
tacked and was shot by Mr, W. Woodward, Col- 
lector of Nasik, some years ago, was frenzied by 
the use of hemp drugs, 


54. I know of no such cases; but it is said 
that persons about to run “amuck ” do so to fortify 
themselves to get the steam up. 


55. I have never heard of bhang or ganja being 
so used without the admixture of dhatura or some 
other potent drug, 

58, L consider the system is as simple and 
effectual as it can well be, and I know of no 


measures which can be suggested for its improve- 
ment, 


59. I think, perhaps that the maximum 
quantity allowed to be in any one’s possession (40 
tolas) is too high, and its reduction to one-fourth 
that amount would not be considered a hard- 
sbip. 

63 and 64. None. 

68. No. 


69. The consumption is so insignificant in this 
district that local option has seldom to be taken 
into consideration. As Collector of the district, 
however, I should ascertain the wishes of the 
people before establishing a new shop in any 
locality. 


70. I should say that smuggling was rare and 


| that the tax is usually paid, 
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12. Evidence of Mn. A. Cumtne, Acting Collector, Dhulia, Khundesh. 


1. Personally I have not bad any, being a new. 
comer to the district. The Commission having 
desired that I should direct my attention specially 


to the question of to what extent, if any, the wild | 


tribes of Khandesh are concerned in this matter, 
my answers refer to them alone. It will be seen 
that they are very little converned indeed. My 
information has been obtained from mamluatdars, 


as I could net make personal enquiries in the short | 


time allowed me. 


2. Information for the district of Khandesh in 
general will be given by Rao Bahadur Sitaram 
Damodhar. 


3. In the tracts inhabited by wild tribes the 
hemp plant does not, so far asl know, grow 
spontaneously at all. 


7. In the tracts inhabited by the wild tribes 
there is uo cultivation of the hemp plant at all. 


13. No. 


14, None are prepared in the tracts in which 
the wild tribes live. 


The wild tribes to whom the following answers 
refer are— 


(1) The Bhils—not the Bhils of the plains, as 
thev are hardly wild tribes now, but the 
Bhils along the base of the Satpuras in 
Shabada and Chopda talukas, (2) The 
Tadvis of Savda taluka. (3) The Maochis 
of the Nawapur Peta. (4) The Pawras of 
the Taloda taluka. (5) The Konkanis of 
the Pimpalner taluka. 


19. Charas is not used at all, The Pawras do 
not use ganja at all, Such of the others as use 
ganja use it only for smoking. 


20. There cannot be said to be different classes 

amongst these people. 
Charas is not smoked at all. The proportion 

ef ganja smokers 1s perhaps as follows: ~ 

Amongst Bhbils, about 4 per cent,: amongst 
Tadvis, about 2 or J per cent. : amongst Maochis, 
aythk per cent.: among-t Pawras, U per cent. : 
ainongst Konkanas, about 2 per cent, 


21. The Bhils in Shahada are said to prefer the 
round ; in Chopda the flat. ‘The ‘Tadvis tie round. 
The Maochis apparently no preference, ‘The Pawras 
do not use any. The Kenkanas can get only the 
flat ; their preference is not known. 

22. None. 

23. No. 

24, None. 

25. Bhang and charas are not used at all. 
None of my informants says that the use of ganja 
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| with their ganja. 
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is increasing. There is not enough evidence to 
say that it is decreasing. 


26. Noneare excessive consumers, The Pawras 
are not consumers at all. Of the Chopda Bhils, 
all the consumers are probably habitual moderate. 
Of the Shahbada Bhils apparently about one- 
fourth of the consumers are habitual moderate, 
and the rest occasional moderate. Of the Tadvis, 
all the consumers are probably habitual moderate. 
Of the Maochis, all the consumers are said to be 
occasional moderate. Of the Konkanas, all habi- 
tual moderate. 


27, There cannot be said to be different classes 
or different habits of life or circumstances amongst 
these wild tribes, I think. 


2%. For habitual moderate consumers the 
average allowance per diem Seems to be about half 
a tola amongst Bhils and Tadvis, Half an anna’s 
worth is said to last a Konkana aweek. For 
Maochis no information can be given, Pawras 
do not use any, 


29, The Maochis are raid not. to mix anything 
The Bhils, Tadvis, and Kon- 
kanas ordinarily mix tobaeco with their ganja: 
they say it increases the effect and improves the 
taste, The Chopda Bhils add that it prevents the 
ganja injuring the lungs. Nothing is exception- 
ally mixed with the ganja. Dhatura is not so 
mixed, 1 do not kuow of any preparation sold to 
mix with ganja. 


30. Ganja is apparently smoked in solitude, 
but there does not seem to be any concealment 
init. Neither women nor children smoke it. 


32. There are no such customs, 


83. I don’t think it can be said that there is 
any public opinion on the point, There is no 
hemp plant in those parts, and no custom of 
worshipping it. 

35. As the tracts inhabited by these tribes 
march with Native States, I think it would be 
very difficult to enforce any prohibition of the 
use of ganja. The prohibition would, I think, 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers: 
all the more so because they would feel that it is 
totally unealled for, But the consumers are far 
too few for their discontent to amount to a 
political danger. The consumers probably are, 
like the other members of the wild tribes, hard 
drinkers already. 

36. There is not, I think, any reason for 
thinking alcohol is being substituted for ganja. 


The wild tribes have always been very fond of 
drink. 





13. Evidence of Mx. W. W. Drew, Acting Collector, Ratnagiri, 


1, T have consulted all the medical oflicersin ; “ ghota.” It is taken as a remedy agains! dysen- 
charge of dispensaries and the subordinates of | tery by people of all sorts in the form of pills mixed 


the Abkari Department, after instructing them 
to find out through the shopkeepers their prin- 
cipal customers, and obtain all the information 
possible from them. The information relates to 
the Ratnagiri district only. 

3. There is no cultivation in this district. 

14. There is no manufacture in this district. 


19. Ganja is taken in the form of a drink called 


with sugar. 


20. My subordinates report a total of about 
8,000 out of 1,106,000, or U'72 per cent. Besides 
bairagis and such like, the remaining consumers 
are drawn from all classes, 


21, Lean give no information on this point. 


22. Charas is not used in the district. 


23, Bhang is not used in the district. 


25, The use of ganja is largely on the increase, 
judging from the increase in the amount imported 
under passes, which is the only licit means of ob- 
taining it. 

26. I can give no idea of these proportions. 


27. Bad company and bowel complaints are said 
universally to be the two causes which lead per- 
sons to acquire the habit. 


28, (2) For moderate consumers I would fix 
the maximum limit at } tola a day, costing 3 ples. 
1 would put +; as the average, costing 7 pie. 


(b) Two tolas a day, price one anna, as the aver- 
age. 

29. Sugar, jagri, tobacco, milk, poppy-heads 
and spices, according to the means of the con- 
sumer, 

30, It is much more usual to take it in com- 
pany than alone, Women and children never take 
it otherwise than as medicine, except prostitutes. 

31, It is extremely difficult to break off the 
habit, and it cannot be done suddenly. 

32, There are no social or religious customs re- 
guiring the use of the drug. 


33. It is generally considered disreputable to use 
the drug otherwise than as medicine. 


34, The general opinion is that the practice 
cannot be suddenly stopped without danger to the 
life or person of an habitual consumer. 

35. The consumers would attempt to tmport it 
ilicitly. Opium, or perhaps liquor, might be used 
by some in its place. 

36, No. 

37, Charas is not used here. 


88. Only one sort is used here, 
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39. Opinions differ altogether on this. 


40, It is prescribed for diarrhoea and dysentery 
and for diarrhoea in cattle too. 


41, (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) It is used occasionally as an aphrodisiac, 
but its habitual use tends to cause impoteney, 

42, Beneficial. 

43. Yes. 

44. To produce cheerfulness. It is refreshing. 
Does not produce intoxication, Allays hunger. 
It produces a craving for more ina short time 
after. 

45, (a) to (e) No. 

(f) Not where the consumer takes a proper 
amount of food. For poorly nourished people 
it may lead to weakness of intellect and insanity. 

46, Excessive use impairs the constitution, 
eauses loss of appetite, and tends to insanity. 

47, No. 

48, I cannot say. 

4,9, It is used, by males only, as an aphrodisiac. 
It tends to produce impotence if used habitually. 

50. It is not used habitually as an aphrodisiac. 


51 and 52, No, not as far as the public are con- 
cerned. 


53. I have heard of one such ease. 


54. There is no evidence to this effect that I 
have been able to obtain. 


55. It issaid that majum and dhatura are re- 
quired to produce stupefaction sufficient for such 
purposes. I have heard of no crimes perpetrated 
by these means, 





14, Evidence of Mx. R. A. LAMB, Acting Collector, Kolaba. 


1, Assistant Collector from 1879 to 1887; 
Acting Collector, 1892-93. 


2. Not known in this district. The definition 
of ganja is correct, Only one variety is sold here 
with no distinctive name; just ganja. It looks 
like what Dr. Prain describes as round ganja. 
Broken fragments are sold with the rest; only 
minute fragments or dust (chur) are either 
destroyed or else sold at a very reduced price (10 
or 12 tolas per anna instead of 2 tolas per anna) 


to persons, especially Marwadis, for drinking 
purposes. 


3. The plant does not grow here spontaneously 
or otherwise. 


14, As regards this district, no, 


18. Ganja does deteriorate and quite loses its 
effect in time, lt keeps good a year. Deteriora- 
tion is due to natural causes. No special measures 
can be taken to prevent deterioration. 


19, All statements here apply to ganja only, 
charas and bhang being unknown in this district. 


Ganja is used (a) for smoking, and to an extreme- 
ly limited extent for (4) eating (c), drinking, 
For eating it is made up with a variety of other 
substances, sugar, almonds, poppy-seeds, saffron, 
etc., 10 proportions according to taste in the form 
of sweetmeats, For drinking it is broken up by 
rolling between the open palms with a little water, 
and then mixed with water or milk in proportion 


———<—— 


according to taste. These uses prevail in all parts 
of the district where ganja is in use, but to a 
much less extent than smoking. 


20. Individuals of all classes, except the 
depressed classes (Kolis, Mahars, &e.), aud wild 
tribes (Thakurs, Katkaris, ete.) use ganja. Regu- 
lar consumers, principally Pandbarpeshas and 
Muhammadans in this district, amount to about 
500 only, and in Janjira State about 375, These 
are scattered through the district. The popula- 
tions are—Kolaba, 694,872 ; Janjira, 81,750, © 


21. Only ganja (semble, round ganja) is used. 
for smoking. 


22, None, 
28: No, 
24, None. 


25. The figures available do not indicate any 
considerable general increase or decrease, nor does 
local information indicate any. The shopkeeper at 
Nagotna says consumption there is vow about 
double what it was ten years ago; but it is. 
small—smaller than in any other part of the 
district. 

26. In Kolaba and Janjira there are S00 to 
900 habitual moderate consumers, There may be 
from double to treble that number of occasional 
moderate consumers; but this is guess work. As 
to excessive consumers, I can hardly even give a 
guess. I should say (4) habitual excessives were 


a negligible quantity, and (@) occasional excessives 
uot 1 in 10,000 of the population. 


27. The well or fairly well-to-do supply the 
majority of (7). Many of them, especially Mar- 
wadis, like ganja as a drink in hot weather; many 
Ihave no doubt take it as an aphrodisiac, A 
habitual moderate consumer told me he was much 
given to going to pilgrimages, and acquired the 
habit among the devotees at Nasik. Musalman 
fakirs and Hindu devotees (mendicant religious) 
constitute a large proportion of the consumers, 

28, (a) 4 tola per diem ; one pie per diem. 

(6) No information, 

29. (a) Tobacco for smoking, For eating and 
drinking, see answer 19. (4) No information. 
Dhatura is not used. Ganjais mixed with other 
ingredients because it is too strong to take neat. 

Bhang massala is not known here, 

80. Generally in solitude. There is (or was) 
a kind of private ganja-smoking club in Pen. 
Mainly confined to male sex and to adult life. 
Children do not usually consume it. 

31. (a) and (4) Yes. 

(c) Smoking, I should say but little; eating 
and drinking, none. 

32. (1) At the Muharram, the Shimga or Holi, 
aud the Gawri (Ganesh Chaturthi), those who 
dance and sing and otherwise exert themselves in 
the procession, ete., are wont to take a drink of 
the milk (or water) of the cocoanut sweetened 
with jaggery and strengthened with ganja, ‘This 
is to make them excited and lively. 

(2) On the Maha Shivratri, the god Shiva, being 
an ascetic, has a liquid preparation of things to 
which he is addicted, including ganja, poured over 
his image. 

(3) Kunbis are wont to make offerings at the 
.time of threshing to the local divinities of their 
fields. Ina few (not more than 10 per cent.) of 
such offerings a small quantity of ganja is included. 

(1) is not essential ; (2) and (3) are probably 
considered so by the worshippers. (1) is generally 
temperate, and not likely to lead to the formation 
of the habit, nor otherwise injurious ; (2) and (3) 
are purely ceremonial, 


33. Generally with disapproval, qua smoking ; 
drinking with indifference. I do not think there 
is any religious public opinion against ganja 
smoking. Fakirs and Hindu devotees (to whom 
apparently all things are permissible) are generally 
smokers, Social public epinion is against others 
smoking. The sentiment is attributable to the 
native aversion (possibly partly religious) to the 
use of intoxicants and excitants. The hemp plant 
is not worshipped. 


34. Yes; a habitual moderate consumer has 


smoked his whiff of ganja (he tells me) daily for | 


30 years before dinner, and without it he would 
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neither enjoy his dinner nor sleep at night. ‘l'o | 


occasional consumers the privation would be small, 
For numbers, see answer 26, 


35. (a) Hardly. 
(6) Probably. 


(c) Not without much trouble and doubtful 
suecess. 





| 


(d) and (e) No. 

(f) It is impossible tosay, except by guess. I 
guess that to some extent it would. 

36. No. 


37. Note—The answers which are given under 
this chapter relate to ganja only. 


40. Native doctors do employ ganja in making 
up some of their prescriptions; but I do not know 
to what extent nor for what diseases. I do not 
know of ganja being used in cattle disease. 


41. Ganja— 


(a) Is an appetiser ; is not a digestive. 
(6) Gives power ; see answer 32 (1), 
(c) Is not so used here, 

(a) Moderate habitual. 

(4) Moderate occasional, 


43. Yes, 


44, Slight exhilaration; refreshing; it is too 
much to say that it produces intoxication, except 
in a very slight, incipient degree; it excites rather 
than allays hunger; creates appetite ; effect lasts 
some four or five hours; after-effects nz; if the 
daily smoke be missed, distinct longing and un- 
easiness is felt. (Statement of a Sonar, aged 65, 
habitual smoker of § to 4 tola of ganja por diem 
for last 30 years.) 


45. No. (Statement as per answer 44.) 


46. See memo. appended, being copy of a letter 
from Assistant Surgeon, Alibagh. 


47, The smoker above mentioned has six chil- 
dren, all born since he became a smoker ; eldest aged 
25. Eldest daughter has also six children; all are 
healthy ; none are smokers. 


48, No information, 


49, It is, 1 have no doubt, so used, but I have 
no definite information on the subject, which is 
not a very easy one to ask consumers questions 
about. Sellers tell me that now and again a pro- 
stitute buys ganja, but they do not know for what 
use, 


51. None ascertainable here, 

55. No. 

58. Works satisfactorily. 

59. I have no suggestions to make. 
62, Not at all necessary. 

63 and 64. None. 

65. () Reasonable. 

66 and 67. No. 


68. No, Such houses or shops are neither desired 
by the people nor desirable, 


69. Yes. A shop is allowed to be opened only 
where there is such a large population that obvi- 
ously there must be a certain proportion of people 
requiring ganja, or else where people ask for a 
shop, and on enquiry the Collector and District 
Magistrate thinks fit to grant the request. There 
is no objection to local public opinion being thus 
considered. 

70, No facts regarding importation or smug- 
gling of hemp drugs from Nutive States. Yes, 
duty is really paid. No general use of untaxed 
drugs. 
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15, Bvidence of Mn. M. C. Gras, First Assistaut Collector, Ahmednagar. 


5l and 52. Hemp is not largely consumed in | 
any form by bad characters, aud when it is, their | 
consuming hemp has nothing to do with their | 
committing crime.. The largest hemp consumers 
are probably religious mendicants; some of these 
men may be bad characters, but if they are, 
their being so has no counection with their con- 
suming hemp. 


53. I have never known a case in which crime 
of any sort could be traced to indulgence in hemp. 
I have consulted eleven of the other magistrates 
of this district: one of them says he bas known 
of a man’s cutting off his wife’s nose under the 
influence of hemp which be had been smoking ; he 
adds that he thinks consumption of hemp is 
not sufficient to induce a man to commit a crime 
of violence without provocation. The other 
magistrates report that they have never known 
cases in which crimes were the result of indul- 
vence in hemp, One magistrate reports that 
hemp produces inconsiderateness, 4.¢., carelessness 
of consequences. If this is the case (and it 
seems plausible) a man miglit commit crimes of 
violence more readily when under the influence 
of hemp, although the hemp did not direetly pro- 
voke to violence, This would, for instance, ac- 
evunt for a man’s cutting off his wife’s nose 
when under the influence of hemp, but in con- 
sequence of infidelity or supposed infidelity on 
the part of the wife when possibly had the 
man not been taking hemp he would bave been 
equally anxious to cut off his wife’s nose, but 
would have too much been afraid of the conse- 
quences 16 himself to do so, The same effect 
might, of course, be produced by insuleence in 
liquor, and it eimnot be said that indulgence 
in hemp, because itis (if it is) capable of pro- 
diving this eflect, incites to crimes of violence. 
As fay, therefore, as my own experience goes, 
and as far as the opinion of eleven of the other | 
maistrates of this district goes there is nothing 
to show that indulgence in hemp incites to erime. 


na 


Of course I have heard of cases in which run- 
ning amuck has been said to be due to indulyence 
in hemp; these cases, however, as far as IT remem- 
ter have occurred im the north of India, and 
I know nothing personally about them, Here, 


eailapere 


again it would be a question, supposing that the 
ruqning amuck would not have taken place but for 
indulgence in hemp, “did such indulgence ac- 
tually cause a desire to be violent, or was the 
desire to be violent present before, and did indul- 
gence in hemp merely cause carelessness of con- 
sequences? ” Cases of violence, the result of 
lunacy produced by indulgence in hemp, do not, 
I presume, come within the scope of the question, 


54. O£ eleven magistrates whom I have con- 
sulted, one says “ liventious persons do take them 
(hemp drugs) to enhauce * * * the pleasure 
they hope they derive from their vice, or per- 
haps more correctly to drive away any compune- 
tiuns of conscience****, If such persons are 
thwarted*** hemp drugs consumed indirectly 
help them to commit some act of violence.’ 
This is the same magistrate who says hemp _ pro- 
duces inconsiderateness, Neither I nor any of 
the eleven magistrates I have consulted have 
ever known of a man taking hemp in order to 
fortify himself to commit crime, 


55. I have no personal knowledge as to 
whether indulgence in hemp can produce complete 
stupefauction or not. The opinions of the eleven 
magistrates in this district whom I have con- 
sulted differ, Some say it can, some it cannot ; 
sume that it can in an unaccustomed subject. 
One says “one of my friends once thought of 
drinking ghota (a form of bhang). He took it 
in excess, and as a consequence he fell to the ground 
completely senseless fur some hours.” ‘This is 
conclusive as regards the possibility of a man 
not accustomed to it being stupefied by drinking 
ghota; whether ganja smoking would completely 
stupefy is probably more doubtful. I have never 
come across a case in which criminals have 
stupefied their victims by means of any form of 
lemp. Some of the magistrates consulted, 
report that majum (a sweatmeat prepared fronx 
the hemp) is given by criminals to stupefy their 
victims, some that majum mixed with dhatura 
is given; Jam inclined to think that majum 
when used in this way has dhatura mixed with 
it, or at all eveuts is not a preparation of hemp 
unmixed. 





16, Evidence of Mr. H. W. BaGnrtu, Assistant Magistrate, Poona. 


51. Bad characters may be said generally to be 
habitual moderate consumers of these drugs 
according to their means. The moderate use has | 
no marked connection with crime, either of | 
general oy particular character, except perhaps 
with thieving. Consumers of these drugs are now 
and then driven to theft to satisfy their craving 
for them. 

i2, Excessive use eventually makes the cou- 
sumer go mad, But Ido not consider that asa 
rule it excites to crime in general or to crime of 


a special character with the abovementioned rare 
exception, 


58. Excessive indulgence is said to deter rather 
than to incite to unpremeditated crime, violent 
or otherwise; the consumer in excess becomes 
stupid and inactive so as to lose all his energy. 
Tam not aware of a single case in which it has 
‘ed to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


. of other drugs. 


54, Criminals do not use these drugs to fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or crime. ‘These drugs have a stupefy- 
ing effect, rendering a man almost helpless, 


55. These drugs are said to be administered by 
criminals to their victims with the object of 
stupefying them, to facilitate theft or deception 
of any kind, Opinions differ as to the character 
of stupefaction caused. The majority consulted 
state that complete stupefaction can be caused 
without admixture; others believe that to a per- 
son unaccustomed to the use of such drugs only 
can such stupefaction be caused without the aid 
Allayree that sufficient stupe- 
faction fur the above-mentioned purposes can |e 
effected without admixture, while one opinion 
declares that for complete stupefaction some ad- 
mixture is needed. 
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17. Evidence of Mr. ©. G. Dovasoy, Assistant Magistrate and Collector, Khandesh. 


1. Ihave had few opportunities, hemp drugs 
being used to a slight extent only in Khandesh. 
I have lately, however, 2.e., since the receipt of 
these questions, been making enquiries from 
persons likely to be acquainted with the matter, 
viz. consumers, sellers, and Abkari Inspectors. 
I have also obtained information from the Civil 
Surgeon of Dhulia. My answers are chiefly the 
result of information derived from others rather 
than the results of my own observation. 


2. There is no charas in Khandesh., 
ganja and bhang are used here. 


Flat 


These definitions may be accepted for flat ganja 
and bhang. Ganja and bhang are the names 
viven to these products in Khandesh. 


3. A few, but very few, hemp plants grow spon- 
taneously in the Dangs, which are under the 
Khandesh Political Agency. I know of no dis- 
tricts in which they are abundant. 


5. I am unable to say, 


6. In the Dangs the growth is scattered, there 
being hardly any plants at all. 


7. Hemp plants are cultivated in the Jalgaon 
taluka of Khandesh, for the production of ganja 
and for use as bhang; they are not cultivated for 
the production of charas or forthe sake of the 
fibre or seed. The cultivation is only carried on 
to a small extent. 


9. I have no knowledge on this subject, never 
having seen the plant. 


10, They do not form a special class. They are 
of the same classes as other agricultural culti- 
vators. 

12. No; this is not the case here, 


18, The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted to any particular part of 
Khandesh, although it so happens that cultiva- 
tion only takes place in one taluka, riz., Jalgaon, 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared in the 
Jalgaon taluka, but to a small extent only. 


18. Ganja and bhang both deteriorate by keep- 
ing. Both will keep fairly good for about two or 
three years, There appears to be no means of 
preventing rapid deterioration after about three 
years. Deterioration, however, begins to set in 
after one year, 


19. Ganja is used only for smoking; it is 
smoked out of achillum together with tobacco, 
the tcbaeco being put on the top. 


20. Ganja smoking is not confined to any parti- 
cular class, although fakirs and yosains smoke 
more than any other class. Bhils smoke a little, 
but not much, There appears to be no difference 
between Hindus and Musalmans as regards the 
extent to which ganja is smoked. Ganja smok- 
ing is not confined to any particular part of the 
district. 

21. Flat ganja is the only form of ganja used 


in Khandesh. 


22. To the best of my belief no charas is used 
here. 


23. Yes, occasionally, but very seldom. Per- 
sons addictel to the habit of smoking ganja will, 
if ganja is not procurable, smoke Lhang. Bhang, 
when smoked, is smoked without tobacco being 
mixed in it. It is smoked iu the form of a cigar- 
ette, or native “ bidi.” 


vol. vii, 
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24, Bhang is seldom eaten; it is generally 
drunk, Fakirs, bairagis, and gosaius both eat and 
drink it more than other classes do. Other Mussal- 
mans occasionally, but rarely, eat it, fried with 
meat. ‘Che practice is not cunfiued to any partis 
cular locality, 


25. As far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
use is much the same as hitherto, ‘here appears 
to be no increase or decrease. 


27. The broad distinction between the use of 
ganja and bhang is that the former is chiefly con- 
fined to the poorer and lower classes of society. 
Fakirs, bairagis, and gosains may be classed as 
habitual consumers; the majority of them are 
habitual excessive consumers, Want of regular 
employment, want of settled homes, want of 
regular food are the principal causes which lead 
to the use of the drugs, 


28, (a) From half to two tolas, ¢.¢, six pies to 
two annas per diem for ganja. 


(2) Abont six tolas, ze, six annas or more per 
diem for ganja. 

I do not refer to bhang, as bhang is used here 
to a much less extent than ganja, and I have little 
knowledge about it. 

29. With ganja, tobacvo is ordinarily mixed 
with a view to softening the effect. With bhang, 
pepper and sugar are ordinarily mixed, With 
ganja, dhatura is exceptionally mixed with a view 
to increasing the intoxicating effect. Persons 
who have been accustomed to the use of charas or 
opium are said to mix dhatura with their ganja. 
From bhang, three other preparations are made, 
riz., akhoti, majum, and gota. Akhoti is made by 
mixing one part of butter with two parts of 
bhang, adding a quantity of water and boiling the 
whole for several days. The result is a pink flat 
product, not unlike cocoanut rock to look at. 
Majum is made by mixing bhang and white 
sugar and boiling them in water. ‘The result 
looks like chocolate. Gota is made by mixing 
bhang with almonds, black pepper, aniseed, milk, 
sugar and other spices, I know of no special 
preparation which is sold ready made for the pur- 
pore of being mixed with these drugs, but the 
use of gota is not uncommon; gota is prepared 
by the purchasers of the bhang. 


30. Among the upper classes, such as Brabmins, 
these drugs, when consumed at all, are generally 
consumed in solitude. The largest class of con- 
sumers, however, 7.¢., falcirs, gosains, ete,, gen- 
erally consume them in company. Ganja is 
more likely to be consumed in solitude than 
hbhang, The use is chiefly confined to the male 
sex and to men well on in years. Women, how- 
ever, at times take akboti. Old men take akhoti 
and majum. Children seldom, if ever, smoke 
ganja; they frequently take bhang in the form 
of gota, 


31. The habit appears to be easily formed and 
to be difficult to break off. There is a tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive. The habit of taking ganja is more easily 
formed than that of taking bkang. 

82. The practice of drinking bhang in the form 
of gota is fairly common in the hot season. The 
drink is said to be refreshing and to have a cooling 
effect. 

33, There is little opinion one way or another 
among the public concerning the use of these 


G 


drugs. On the whole public opinion may be said 
to be against the use of ganja, on account of its 
intoxicating effects. 
shipping the hemp plant, 


34. It would be a very serious privation to 
fakirs, gosains and similar classes, on account of 
their being accustomed tv the constant use of the 
drugs. 
vation would be serious would probably not exceed 
at the most 1,000 in the whole of Khandesh, 


35. It would be difficult to enforce such a 
prohibition. There would undoubtedly be illicit 
consumption. Illicit cultivation of the hemp 
would be easy to check, but sinuggling would 
increase. There would undoubtedly be serious 
discontent among the consumers, but it would not, 
in Khandesh, amount to a political danger. The 
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46. The excessive use of ganja, .majum or 


akhoti will have the same effects as ave referred 


There is no custom of wor- , 


The number of persons to whom the pri- | 


prohibition would probably be followed by a slight 


increase in the consumption of liquor and by a 
decided increase in the use of tobacco. 

38, Tam only acquainted with flat ganja. 

39. Smoking ganja is said to be less injurious 
than eatiug majum, unless the latter is only 
taken in very small quantities, Majum when 


' tated crime. 


to above, but in an aggravated form. Persons 
who smoke, as some few do, as much as 20 tulas 
of ganja per diem rapidly succumb to its effects, 


47. The habitual moderate useis not heredi- 
tary and does not in any way affect the children 
of the consumer. 


49, All these drugs, but especially ganja and 
majum, are used as aphrodisiacs, ‘lhey are also 
used by prostitutes. The use of these drugs does 
tend to produce impotence, and in so far that it 
has this effect it is more injurious than when used 
merely as a narcotic. 


51, Bad characters in so far that they are often 
persons with no fixed homes, or no regular means 
of employment, are frequently habitual moderate 
smokers of ganja. In my experience the use of 
the drug has no other connection with crime. 


583. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
or other preparations is apt to lead to unpremedi- 
A man intoxicated by such indul- 


' gence will lose his self-control and be likely to do 


taken in large quantities has an instantaneous and . 


powerfully intoxicating effect. 


40, Ganja is sometimes used by native doctors 
asa febrifuge and sedative in cases of fever and 
usthma. It is also occasionally used for poultices 
and also used for the purpose of relieving pain 
when performing operations, It is also used b 
them to check diarrhoea. Bhang is used for cattle 
when they are out of condition and off their feed ; 
it has the effect of stimulating their appetite, 
It is also given to horses for the same purpose. 


41. The answer to (a), (4), and (c) is yes, as 
regards the moderate use of bhang, The moder- 
ate habitual use is referred to. 

42. The moderate use of bhang may be said to 
be barmless, but the use must be very moderate. 

43. Yes, as far as I have been abie to ascer- 
tain, 

44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of bhang on the habitual consumer is refreshing 
and invigorating. The effect of ganja is to 
produce a feeling, which is said to be pleasant, of 
luziness and absence of care, Both bhang and 
ganja will produce intoxication, if the use of them 
is excessive. The moderate use of bhang allays 
hunger and creates appetite. The effect of ganja 
Jasts for 2 or 3 hours ; that of bhang lasts some- 
what longer, depending of course on the quantity 
consumed, excessive use of bhang may create an 
intoxicating effect which will last for two or three 
days. Majum and akhoti if taken in moderation 
do not have an effect until about two hours after 
consumption ; the effect then lusts for three or four 
hours, The want of subsequent gratification in the 
case of habitual consumers produces longing and 
uneasiness and produces a feeling of bodily weak- 
ness, Ganja is at times smoked in case of illness, 
to relieve pain. 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhang does 
not produce any of the first five evil effects re- 
ferred to in the question ; but the habitual moder- 
ate use of ganja produces them all. Such a use 
of ganja may produce insanity, which is likely to 


be permanent unless the use of the drug is given | 


up, when there is a chance of the patient reco- 
vering, Inthe case of a temporary maniac the 
symptoms may be reinduced by the use of the drug 
after liberation from restraint. Insanes who have 
no recorded ganja history do at times confess to 
the use of the drug, 


any act that occurs to him without considering 
whether it be good or bad. I know of no case in 
which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


56, The admixture of tobacco with ganja lessens 
the intoxicating effect, The admixture of dha- 
tura increases it. Gota, which I have referred to 
in my answer to question 29, is mach milder than 
mere bhang. Majum is decidedly stronger. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system 


| of excise administration in reyard to these drugs 


and consider that on the whole it works well. 
There are however two poiuts in which I think 
there is perhaps room for improvement (see answers 
to questions 59 and 60). 

59. At present a man is allowed to have in his 
possession 40 tolas of bhang or ganja. Possession 
of bhang or ganja in excess of this quantity isan 
offence. I think 15 or 20 tolas ought to be the 
limit, Even with this amount a man can render 
himself and 3 or 4 other people intoxicated to such 
an extent as to lose all self-control, Forty tolas 
is in my opinion too high. It is impossible to cut 
the limit down very low, because doing so would 
necessitate increasing the number of licensed shops 
in order not to put habitual consumers to great 
inconvenience, and an increase in the number of 
shops would tend to cause an increase in the 
number of persons consuming the drugs, 


60. Iam told that the cultivators storing as 
they do their produce in their own houses and 
selling it to the contractor, frequently sell the 
drugs retail, which they are not allowed to do. It 
has been suggested to me that the drug should, 
when prepared, be at once taken charge of by 
Government officers, so as to prevent this’ illicit 
retail sale. As I am, however, not personally ac- 
quainted with the system of cultivation and 


_ manufacture, Iam notin a position to express 


| 





| 


any very decided opinion on this point. If any 
action is to be taken in this direction an amend- 
ment in the law would appear to be required, 


62. Bhang ison the same fooling as ganja in 
this respect. 

63. No. The present system works well aud 
beyond the point raised in my answer to question 
59 I can suggest no improvement, 

64. No. The present system works well. 

65. Ganja and bhang are not taxed separately 
in Shandesh. The right of selling these is farmed 


out fora lump sum. No fee is charged for per- 
mission to cultivate. 


66, Only flat ganja is used in Khandesh. 
67. The present system appears unobjectionable, 


68, There are no such houses or shops aud I do 
not think that there ought to be. 
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smuggled to a large extent. 


' smuggler no doubt takes place and is hard to stop, 


70. I do not think that these drugs are 
Smuggling to a 


small extent for the personal consumption of the 


The farmer or contractor has to pay a lump sum 
to Government for his contract. He recovers 
the money from the purchasers of the drugs, a 


; f 
69, The people are consulted and J think rightly. | tax on which must therefore be considered to be 
Inquiries are made hy Government officers and the | really paid by the consumers, 


general feeling ov the subject is thus aseertained, 








18. Evidence of the Hon’sie G. D. Pansk, First Assistant Collector, Ratnagiri. 


51. Ia discussing this question I have to divide 
bad characters into the following classes :— 


(2) Dacoits and robbers ; 


(2) Habitual thieves, who commit petty 
thefts ; 


(ec) Gamblers ; 
(d) Pickpockets ; and 


(e) Idlers with no ostensible means of living, 
of whom not afew sre persons going 


dacoits in course of their daring and mischievous 
deeds. Mangs, Ramwanshis, ‘l'alwars, Kolis, bhils 
and other aborigines, who form the greater number 
of dacoits, never use ganja or other drugs in which 
that article enters as an ingredient. In my 
experience of the Deccan districts, I have never 
come across a case of dacoity, robbery or any other 


heinous offence committed by persons under the 
| influence of that drug. 


about in the characters of fakirs and ; 


bairagis. 


Of the above, persons in class (a) are rarely 
found to indulge to any degree in ganja or any 
other preparation of the hemp, as their calling 
requires them to be always active and rove about 
in search of prey, carefully deluding the eye of 
the Police and the public, Ganja and all other 
unmixed preparations of hemp never help persons 
addicted to them in doing deeds of daring and 
keeping active vigils. The effect of ganja smok- 
ing, which is the form in which it is generally 
used in the Deccan and Konkan, is to confine the 
energies of those addicted to them to the parti- 
cular calling in which they are engaged, but in a 
subdued state. Those who are most accustomed 
toit are found to be emaciated and care-worn 
and scarcely capable of any active duty. Preven- 
tion of cold and protection against infectious dis- 


the use of the drug, while 
and gradual loss of blood and energy are the evil 
results of its use. ‘Those who use ganja can be 
made out at a glance by the haggard and care- 
worn appearance and sunken eyes. Bhang used 
in the form of “gota,” ¢.¢., a preparation in 
which bhang is first cleansed and well mixed with 
water and pounded and afterwards mixed with 
milk, is used mostly by the richer classes, and is 
supposed to be a nutritive preparation, but not 
possessing the intoxicating quality like ganja. 
More than 90 per cent, lace-makers of the Deccan 
are habituated to the use of ganja, though they 
are a mnost peace-abiding class. ‘I'heir profession 
is such that it calls for the use of some stimulant 
confining their energies to their calling. Under 
the influence of that drug they work most elabo- 
rately and turn out a quality of work which other- 
wise they should not be certainly able to do. 
In Sanskrit this hemp is termed “ Dnyanvalli ” 
and “Shambhavi” in that it is supposed to 
confine the attention of the individuals’ using it 
to the particular subject on which one begins to 
think before subjecting oneself to its influence, 
and the jogis and the really genuine class of 
bairagis never stop at a place where they are 
apprised of the fact that ganja is not sold there. 
Above and beyond this, it does not energize a 
man; on the other hand, it has a tendency to 
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As for class (4), criminal records of either Deccan 
or Konkan will not reveal any eases of thefts or 
of ordinary violence committed while under the 
influence of ganja, though as far as my enquiries 
and private information go, a good many petty 
thefts are committed by persons who are moderate 
consumers of ganja, I must qualify my remark, 
however, by saying that rather than under the 
influence of the drug, such thefts are committed 
in furtherance of the vice by persons who cannot 
otherwise obtain the means of procuring that 
drug. 

(ec) Under this class are found good many 
persons addicted to ganja’smoking, in that it helps 
them in keeping vigils and drown the cares and 
anxiety caused hy heavy losses, which is the general 
lot of the class. It makes them persist in the 
play in the fond hope of making up their losses. 


(¢) Pickpockets may be classed with persons 
deseribed in class (2), and the remarks passed with 


Hy | regard to them apply also to this class. 
eases are the good qualities supposed to underlie | wo re ; 


affections of the lungs | 


(e) A greater portion of fakirs and bairagis are 
so only in name and are habitually given up to 
the consumption of ganja. They go about from 
house to house even in the smallest out-of-the-way 
villages and, carefully obtuining clue to the pro- 
perty in the house which they visit, remove it at 
convenient hours of day or night; sometimes 
they go in batches with families who conceal the 
illicit acquisitions of the males in ‘ godhadis ”’ 
and other wearing apparel. These people often 
make preparations of the drugs and slily use them 
in deceiving their innocent and ignorant compa- 
nions (pilgrims) in travelling. I shall touch in 
detail this point in replying to question 55. 

Excepting in the shape described above, ganja, 
bhang or charas moderately used never tends to 
the commission of any crime of a general or any 
special character, 


52, Excessive use of these drugs utterly renders 
aman useless for any human purposes, so that 
crime committed under such influence need not be 
even dreamt about, Among bad characters in- 
stances are found of such persons as excessively 
use the drug in class (e) only, and they are entirely 
doomed, Most of their time is taken up in dozing 
and coughing away the effects, They are rarely 
of any use in domestic or public concerns, and 


| they are a class utterly despised. Emasculation 


and emaciation are the very necessary results of 


come in the way of the devices of the robbers and | the excessive uge of ganja iv all forms. 
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53, Unpremeditated crimes, violent or otherwise, 
are iu my opinion incapable of being committed 
by persons given up to excessive indulgence in 
these drugs, I have never known an iustance of 
a murder committed by a person whose temper 
was excited by the use of ganja or Lhang. For 
the hemp does not deprive a man totally of his 
senses, and so much of sensibility is left in him as 
to make him distinguish between a good anda 
bad act. During my service as Assistant Col- 
lector in the districts of the Deccan and Gujarat, 
and latterly in Konkan, I never came across a 
single instance of murder committed under its 
influence. If murders are at all committed by a 
person after smoking ganja, I cannot. believe it 
may be considered to be in any way influenced by 
its use, 


54. No. I have given reasons in detail to show 
how the hemp does not fortify a man to do any 
active deed. It is merely a passive agent for 
keeping up spirits and confining a man’s energies 
to any work in a limited groove to which one is 
accustomed. For when one is habituated to the 
use of ganja or bhang, the ordinary routine 
business of even the ordinarily employed is at a 
stop without it. Criminality is certainly beyond 
the pale of ordinary routine, however habitual an 


offence may become, and the tact and astuteness | 


that are required to be exercised by the criminal - 
cannot be mustered by the use of these drugs. 


55. Ganja and bhang in their pure state are 
not generally emploved by crimiuals in inducing 
their victims to partake of them to further their 
criminal designs. Ganja is sometimes used where 
the victims happen to be tobacco-smokers, a little 
strong powder being adulterated with tobacco 
whiie being placed in the pipe. To those who do 
not smoke the criminals administer bhang in the 
shape of preparations called “majum,” a sweet- 
meat preparation, pleasant enough to eat. But 
neither of these drugs is sufficient to deprive the 
victims completely of their senses, but only to an 
extent sufficient to make them powerless to resist. 
It is only in extreme cases that I have heard of 
instances of some of the spurious bairagis using 
bhang admixtured in dhatura for inducing come 
plete unconsciousness with the object latterly of 
committing serious crimes, as murder, ete. The 
victims bappen to belong generally to illiterate 
classes or women and children. The higher classes 
are not generally induced to partake of such pre- 
parations, and the instances are few or none in 
which any intelligent person suffered himself to 
become a victim of such persons. Complete stupe- 
faction by the use of these drugs unadulterated 
with dhatura or opium is impossible, 





19, Lwidence of Mr. A. H. PLunxetr, City Magistrate, Poona. 


1. My service extends over a period of 41 years, 
during which time 1 have served in Bombay, 
Sind, Dharwar, Thana, Nasik and Poona. ‘The 
nature of my work has brought me in contact 
with men of many races and castes. My informa- 
tion regarding hemp drugs, the manufacture of 
narcotics therefrom, and their uses has been chiefly 
derived from persous from many classes selected 
and examined by me and from such general know- 
ledge of the subject as I have acquired while in 
Sind, the Southern Mahratta country and the 
Deccan, I have taken care to verify the informa- 
tion I have collected by reference to ofticial records 
and by careful examination of many men, such 
us bairagis, gosains, fakirs and others whose state- 
ments | have taken down in writing, 


2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain in his 
report of the two narcotic drugs (charas and 
ganja) may be accepted. Bhang as defined by 
him is not available in the district, and what is 
described as “ chur ” is called bhang. The differ- 
ent names of bhang mentioned by him are well 
understood in this part of the Deccan, but those 
that are commonly used are bhang and patti. 
The names subji ard siddhi are rarely used. Of 
the three varieties of ganja only two are kuown—the 
“flat ganja’ and the‘ chur ” of flat ganja. Round 
ganja is not known in this district. I have not 
found what round ganja is like, or how it is pre- 
pared. Ganja is thus known as flat ganja and 
“chur ”’ or broken ganja also called bhang. Bhang 
retains its name, and is also known by the name 


** patti.” Charas retains its name and has no other 
name, 


3, 4, 5 and, 6. I am not aware that in any part 
of the Deccan the hemp plant grows sportaneous- 
ly; at any rate in no tract in this part of the 
Deccan, as far as I can learn, is wild hemp growth 
known, From enquiries made 1 do not find that 
wild hemp is atall known, at any rate in this 
district. I have thus no data on which I can 
base replies to questions 3 to 6, The mamlatdar 


of Newasa in the Abmednagar Collectorate, how- 
ever, reports that the plant seldom grows spon- 
taneously in his taluka. 


7. In parts of the Poona, ‘Thana, Dharwar and 
Nasik districts the hemp plant is cultivated more 
or less. In parts of the Ahmednagar, Khandesh 
and Sholapur districts it is stated the plant is 
grown largely, especially in Ahmednagar. The 
purposes for which it is cultivated are as under-— 

lor the production of ganja, 
For the production of bhang. 


For charas, cultivation of hemp is not found 
to be resorted to, althongh while cutting the 
flowered tops and leaves a resinous exudation 
attaches to the hands, which is scraped off and col- 
lected in pills. This is called the cbaras. There 
is no cultivation for the purposes of extracting 
charas in any part of this country. As far as [ 
ean ascertain, charas is imported into Bombay 
from Upper India and Afghanistan. Hemp is 
cultivated from seeds only. In one village 


| (Kamargaon) of the Ahmednagar taluka, it is said 


the plant is cultivated for seed only. It is not, 
as far as can be ascertained, a fibre-yielding plant. 


There is no separate cultivation of the plant 
for each of the products ganja and bhang. One 
single cultivation yields both ganja and bhang 
and charas also to a very small extent. Strictly 
speaking, there is no cultivation, so to say, of the 
plant for the purpose of bhang. Bhang proper is 
not produced in this country, The plant which 
yields, itis said, isnot the female plant as cultivat~ 
ed in this part of the country, but the male 
plant called bhangara, which is largely cultivated 
in Northern India and which yields the genuine 
bhang. ‘The bhang which is sold is the ‘‘ patti” 
and “chur ” detached from ganja flowers and 
leaves. The female plant yields ganja, which con- 
sists of dried flowering tops, and also bhang, which 
consists of dried “ patti”? aud other detached por- 
tions from the flowering tops and leaves, Bhang 
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proper is rarely imported into this part of India, as 

its place is supplied by the dried leaves of the female 

plant. The hemp plant as cultivated yields at one 

a the same time both ganja and the so-called 
bang. 


Tn this district hemp is cultivated in a few 
villages of the Sirur, Indapur, and Bbimthari 
talukas, in all nine villages. The area under 
cultivation is about ten acres only. From 
1873-74 to 1882-88 statistics are not available ; in 
1883-84 the area under cultivation was 24 acres, 
10 and L9 acres ia two succeeding years, 35 and 
40 acres in 1886-57 and 1887-88, and 16 to 17 
acres for the three succeeding vears respectively. 
The area under cultivation was highest in 1486-87 
and lowest in 1889-90. On the whole, the culti- 
vation would appear to be on the decline. 


8. In the Pooua district the area under eulti- 
vation has been decreasing from 1887-88. The 
reason assigned being that cultivators do not 
find it more profitable than ordinary agriculture. 
The area under cultivation is so small that the 
variations do not cal] for comment. The cultiva- 
tion of bemp appears not to be popular with the 
agriculturists in this district, The demands of 
the district being easily met by importations 
from the neighbouring district of Ahmednagar 
muy also account for the decrease of local produe- 
tion, 


9. The method followed in cultivating the 
hemp plant may be described briefly as under. 


There is no difficulty felt in the selection of 
land. Any soi] is suited, except “muram” and 
hard soil. Black soil is however the best; al- 
though in many cases the whitish-grev as well as 
red soil is used. All bagait lands are well suited 
for the cultivation of the hemp plant. The sites 
selected are generally moist, not shaded. The 
land is ploughed well three or four times. The 
first ploughing takes place in the months of April 
and May, when ordinarily agricultural lands are 


prepared. The soil is thus well prepared by two | therefore be takell ‘nt’ mounds per acre, 


to three courses of ploughing. The rains are await- 
ed. In June when the Jand is once or twice 
flooded, it is again ploughed and harrowed. 
then mannred with cow-dung and rubbish, also 
with ashes in some cases. Atter another fall of 


It is | 


rain, the land is once more harrowed and the soil | 


is then quite ready to receive the seed. About 
the close of June the seed is sown, which appears 
well within a week, The plants are then thinned 
if they come up too closely and are kept carefully 
weeded. If the rains are seasonable, no watering 
is required, otherwise one or two waterings are 
given, When the plant grows a little over a foot 
high, the lower twigs are cut off so as to favour 
a more healthy growth of the tops and flowers. 
Experts called “parkhi”? are then employed to 
distinguish between the male and fetnale plants 
in order to eradicate the former, as their presence 
in the field fecundates the female plants and causes 
them to rou into seed, producing little or no 
ganja. This process over, weeding if necessary 
is repeated. ‘the female plants mature towards 
the close of November when barvesting com- 
mences, the process of which is described under 
question 15. 


10. My enquiries do not show that persons 
who cultivate hemp for its narcotic properties form 
a special class, They are ordinary agricultural 
cultivators. 

1]. No. Ganja plants are not raised from the 
seed of the wild hemp. Wild hemp is not known 
in this district. Seed for ganja cultivation is 


obtained from Ahmednagar, where seed is pur- 
chased. 


12, The ganja plant is raised from seeds ob- 
tained as above stated. The plant so raised in 
no way partakes of the nature of wild hemp. The 
seed plant is not grown for the purpose of ganja, 
but for seed only. In this district the seed plant 
is not grown, but in Ahmednagar it is, and I 
understand in this case the male plant is not ex- 
tirpated, as otherwise it would not be possible to 
Fa oo the female plant for the purpose of 
seed, 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted in this district, although only 
in three of eight talukas the cultivation occurs. 
The Mawal taluka and the western parts of the 
Haveli, Junner and Khed talukas are unsuited 
for the cultivation of the plant owing to the 
heavy rainfall and the hard muram soil in those 
areas ; lands situated in or adjoining the ghats 
where the rainfall is heavy do not appear to be 
suitable for hemp cultivation; the plant is said 
to thrive in a whitish brown soil in Newasa, 
Ahmednagar Collectorate, as stated by the mam- 
latdar, I am unable to say if the cultivation of 
the plant is impossible in any part of the district, 
but it would appear that heavy rainfall, a damp 
climate, and hilly tracts are not favourable to the 
growth of the plant. 


14, My reply to question 7 shows that in this 
district the cultivation of the hemp plant is 
limited to about 17 acres. The products of the 
plant are comparatively smal], The yield is 
about 153 maunds of ganja and as much of bhang. 
No reliable statistics are available on this head, and 
I have not been able as yet to obtain trustworthy 
information regarding the average annual out- 
turn of each of the two products of bhang and 
ganja during past years; but from enquiries made 
locally I learn an acre gives an average yield of 9 
maunds of each of the two products. The out- 
turn of ganja and of bhang may in this district 
The 
drugs are locally manufactured in the villages of 
Indapur, Bhimthari, Sirer and in Haveli taluka 
in this district. Charas is not fcund to be 
manufactured in this district. 


15. The wild plant is not found in this 
district, nor is it cbtained for tie purpose of 
manufacturing drugs therefrom. The cultivated 
plant only is available. As stated in replies to 
previous questions, ganja and bhang in this 
province are produced from one and the same 
plant. The flowering tops supply ganja, and the 
leaves and residue of the flowers, bhang. 


When the seed is sown in June, it matures in 
the month of November, about the Dewali holi- 
days, The state of maturity is indicated by a 
brownish appearance of the crop and falling 
down of all the larger leaves. The cultivator 
then makes his arrangements for reaping the 
crop and preparing the drug, a piece of ground is 
prepared ard cleared of stubble and grass and 
made quite even. The ordinary threshing ground 
(Khale) serves the purpose, The ground being 
prepared, the crop is taken up generally in the 
morning. The flower tops are cut with a scythe, 
the leaves are pulled off by hand, The crop 
collected is stacked in the threshing ground and is 
trodden over in the afternoon; as evening sets in 
the operation of treading is suspended, leaving 
the stalks and flowers, etc., on the ground for 
exposure to the dew. On the following day the 
prc cess of treading is resumed until the quantity 
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so trodden on becomes flat, when a second layer | 


of flowering tops and leaves is brought in and 
pressed and trampled on; a third and fourth layer 
is formed until the mass rises a foot high. The 
treading is required in order to produce flat 
sheaves of ganja, which is easily accomplished by 


the resinous secretion which the plant and its | 


flowers contain. ‘The exudation so produced 
adheres to the crushed leaves and flowers and pro- 
duces a mass. ‘his process is repeated for three 
or four consecutive days, by which time the pro- 
duct gets dry. The small twigs are thrown away, 
ganja is collected, the broken leaves and residue 
of the ganja isalso separately collected. Seed if 
any is picked up and stored, ganja thus made is 
then packed in bales, the broken leaves and the 
small bits detached from ganja in tbe process of 
manufacture are separately packed, and supply 
what is known as bhang in this part of India, 
This preparation should be regarded as “chur” 
(broken ganja), but in this part of India it is sold 
as bhang. ‘The cutting is usually done by women 
and the trampling by men. The women work 
from 7 to J] a.m., the men from 1 to 6 p.u., with 
several intermissions. 


Both ganja and “chur” are used for smoking. 
The latter however rarely. “Chur” or “ bhang” 
is mostly used for drinking; ganja is also used 
for preparing some of the narcotic preparations 
usually used for eating. The metbods followed 
in preparing each of the preparations for smoking 
and eating and drinking areas described below :— 


1, Ganja for smoking. 


The process of preparing this drug for smoking 
is to take 2 or 3 flat tops and wash them with 
water several times so as to remove any dirt, 
stalks and seeds and other foreign matter. The 
moisture is then pressed out, an equal quantity of 
tobacco is added to the ganja thus washed, and 
the whole mixture is put into a “chillum” or 
** huka ” bowl and is smoked. 


2. Ganja for eating is used in four preparations, 
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(3) To prepare shrikhand, Take one ser of 
jagri syrup, add one-sixteenth of the narcotized 
ghi aud cardamons, 


(4) To prepare yakuti, Take one ser of sugar 
syrup and add one-sixteenth of the narcotized 
gbi, favour with cardamoms, nutmeg and macs, 
and make up into lozenges. Yakuti is eaten. 
No other preparations are made from ganja in 
this part of the country. 


Bhang.—1l have already said that bbang as 
such is not separately grown or produced in tits 
part of Iadia. In Upper India the leaves of the 
wild plant called “ bhangara”’ yield bhang, the 
cultivated female plant ganja. The description of 
ganja as the “agglutinated female flowering 
tops”? may be accepted as true both here and 
elsewhere, but the definition of bhang as the 
‘mature leaves of the wild plant,” however 
correct in Upper India, does not apply here, as the 
wild plant is rare or is not known here. Bhang 
as understood here does include Jeaves, but they 
are the leaves of the female cultivated plant. 
The term also includes what is called “chur” in 
Upper India, which is made up of little bits of 
flowers detached from ganja, Bhang is thus 
taken to include the leaves and the bits that are 
detached from the ganja plant while under the 
process of treading on the threshing ground. 
This bhang is used mostly for the purpose of 
preparing a drink styled “ gota,” and is used by 
the poorer classes for smoking. 


For smoking, the process is the same as that for 
ganja smoking. Gota is regarded asa delicious 
beverage, and is prepared as under— 


Take bhang and wash it three or four times. 
Grind well on a stone slab until it is reduced to 
fine powder. Add water little by little until a 
vreen liquid is obtamed, Then strain through a 
cloth. ‘Take one to two drachms of this liquid 
und mix with milk and sugar, adding cardamums, 
pepper, aniseed, poppy seed, also almonds and 
rose buds, This is held to be a very delicious and 
refreshing beverage and is usually used in 





(1) Majum, (2) yakuti, (3) sbrikhand, 
gulkhand, which are made as under— 


(4) 


Take five sers of ganja and wash it three or four 
times so as to remove dirt, seeds and stalks. Put 
it into 20 sers of water with 24 sers of ghi and 
boil the mixture for 12 hours, Thus boiled with 
ghi, the latter receives the narcotic properties of 
the gauja. The mixture thus boiled is strained 
through a thin clean cloth intoa pan, The resi- 
due is thrown away. When the ghi cools it is 
collected in a separate receptacle and the water is 
thrown away. ‘This ghi is the principal consti- 
tuent of each of the confections mentioned above. 


(1) To prepare majum, make a syrup of one 
ser of sugar, adding one-sixteenth of a ser of the 
narcotised ghi prepared as above; mix well while 
hot, pour the mixture into a broad-mouthed uten- 
sil; when cool it hardens and is then cué into small 
tablets. This is called “majum” and is eaten. 
It is a favourite form of taking the drug. In 
Upper India I learn it is made from bhang; but 
in this part of the country I have ascertained it is 


made mostly from ganja and very rarely from 
bbang. 


(2) To prepare “ gulkhand.” Take one ser of 
the ordinary ‘f gulkhaud ” (a confection of roses 
and sugareandy) and add to it one-sixteenth of a 
ser of the narcotized ghi; mix them well together, 
The preparation is called gulkband, which is eaten, 


' ther well kept or not. 
| by exposure, 


summer, 


16. Bhang is never prepared at home. it is 
prepared in the field. Gota, which is a drink 
made from bhang, is prepared at home. But 
bhang is prepared almost always at the place 
where the plant is grown in the field. 


17. The preparation of hemp drugs is not confined 
to any special classes. The ordinary agriculturists 
who cultivate the plant, manufacture gauja aud 
bhang, and the several preparations from these 
drags are made by the vendors, who have to take 
out licenses from the Collector of the district to 
manufacture and sell the drugs. 


18, Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
They retaiu their properties for about a year, whe- 
There is deterioration also 
It is said to be quite unfit for use 
after two years. The causes of deterioration are 
damp and moisture, exposure to heat generally, 
If well packed and carefully prepared, ganja and 
bhang retain their properties for two years, The 


| measures taken against deterioration cousist of 


careful keeping to prevent the drug from expo- 
sure to heat and damp. 


19. Ganja is used for smoking as well as for 
making up narcotic preparations, such as those 
mentioned in my reply to question 15. For 
smoking, ganja is used throughout the district 
and for eatable narcotic confections in Poona city: 
and cantonments only. In the country, majum, 


yakuti, ete., are rarely prepared and sold. Charas 
is not used in this district. 


20. All classes of people resort to ganja smok. 
ing, But bairagis, sadhus, gosains, hakims and 
meu of the mendicant class and ascetics use ganja 
for smoking throughout the district. Smoking 
is not confined to any locality. 


21. Generally flat ganja is used for smoking. 
“Chur,” which in this part of the country is call- 
ed bhang, is also used for smoking by the poorer 
classes, 


22. Charas is not used in this district. 


28. Bbang is used also, as stated above, for the 
purpose of smoking. Such use is not confined to 
any locality. It is used by the poorer peuple as 
being cheaper than ganja. 


24, In answering this question I must state , 


that, unlike Upper India, where real bhang is 
available, ganja is used for making confections, 
such as majum, yakuti, etc., and the so-called 
bhang is used here for drinking. The proportion 
of the people using the eatables to those who 
drink bhang is about the same. 


25, Statistics available do not show that the 
use of ganja and bhang is increasing. The figures 
supplied by the farmers of the drug, and those 
obtained from official records, do not show a ten- 
dency towards any noticeable increase in consump- 
tion. 


26. Statistics are not available, as under the 
present system of keeping accounts at shops for 
sale of intoxicating drugs, no record is kept of the 
number of persons purchasing ganja and its pre- 
parations, Taking, however, the average allowance 
of ganja which an habitual moderate consumer 
requires daily, as also the quantity of ganja sold 
in the year, it appears that in the Poona district 
there are 2,630 habitual moderate consumers of 
ganja and about 130 habitual excessive consumers 
of it. Itis not possible to give the number for 
either occasional moderate or occasional exces- 
sive consumers of ganja. It is very rare that 
ganja is smoked occasionally. ‘The relative pro- 
portion of consumers of the sweetened drugs and 
the consumers of the drmk preparations is so 
small that it would be dificult to fix the number 
of consumers of the various preparations of ganja 
and bbang. Tbe average proportions are noted in 
my reply to question 34. 


27, Iam unable to give the proportions of 
classes of persons using the drugs. All classes 
use them, but gosains, fakirs, bairagis and other 
people of the mendicant classes use the drugs as 
habitual moderate or excessive consumers, Their 
habits of life and their pilgrimages lead to the 
habitual use of the drugs, especially that of ganja 
smoking and gota-driuking, in order to enable 
them to bear climatic changes and to endure 
fatigue, 


28, The average allowance and cost per diem of 
ganja to habitual moderate consumers and to habi- 
tual excessive consumers is one and two tolas 
weight and one and two annas respectively per 
head, ‘The average daily allowance and cost of 
bhang per head is (3 and 6 mashas) 45 and 90 
grains, valued at 3 and 6 pice respectively. 


29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
when the latter is used for smoking ; and sugar, 
milk, cardamoms and mace are used for making 
up the beverage called ghota from bhang. The 
narcotic preparations from ganja have been de- 
scribed abuve. The object of this admixture is to 
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_ velop into the excessive. 


give a flavour to the preparations, and also to lessen 
to some extent the narcotie properties of the pre- 
parations. Dhatura is not so fused in this part of 
the country as far as my information goes. The 
bhang “ massala”’ consists of a conserve of black 
pepper, aniseed, almonds, cardamoms, mace, rose 
buds, sugar, ete. This massala is used for making 
up yakuti and shrikhand. 

30. The extent cannot be precisely stated, but 
I learn that ganja and bhang are consumed more 
in company than in solitude except in the case of 
gosains and ascetics practising religious austerities, 
who habitually smoke ganja, The consumption is 
mostly confined to the malesex. The habit is 
said to be usually contracted in adult age. 
Women and children are not found to use the 
drugs. Prostitutes are said, however, to use them 
occasionally, 


31. The babit of consuming these drugs is easily 
formed, and once formed, it is difficult to break 


| off. There is, I learn, no tendency in the case of 


avy of these druvs for the moderate habit to de- 
There are, however, 
cases of moderate consumers having developed 
into excessive consumers. There is, however, 
nothing inherent in the drug to lead to such 
results. An ordinary smoker is satisfied with two 
smokes of ganja a day, while the excessive has 


; several, 
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32. On fast days it is usual to use the drugs 
more than otherwise. During the Maha Shivara- 
tra festivities which occur in the month of (Magh) 
February, bhang is much more used. The beve- 
rage called gota is drunk by all classes of men. 
The use of this drug in connection with this 
period of festivity is not regarded as essential ; 
hut as Maha Shivaratrais kept as the greatest fast 
day in the year, men resort to the beverage to 
counteract the effects of fasting, and to stimulate 
personal activity and merry-making. The beve- 
rage is, however, used moderately, and is not uns 
wholesome or injurious, It does not lead to the 
formation of the habit, as large numbers of people 
use the beverage only once in the year, and do not 
think of using it again until the following year, 

33. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
regarded differently. While ganja smoking is 
looked upon asa disreputable habit, bhang drinking 
is not so regarded, The reason appears to be that 
the former habit is generally confined to the lower 
classes, idlers and labourers, while the latter is 
tolerated or countenanced by the better classes in 
which the well-to-do indulge not infrequently in 
drinking gota. As far as 1 can learn, the hemp 
plant is not worshipped in this part of the country, 
The use of majum, yakuti, is not held in much 
disrepute. 


34. It would be a serious privation to habitual 
consumers to forego the consumption of ganja 
and bhang. When the habit is formed, it is 
difficult to break off. The consumer will always 
long for the narcotic and he will not readily bear 
the privation, ‘The smoker must have his ganja 
and the drinking man his bhang. I have not 
been able to get any reliable information regarding 
the number of men who use the different pre- 
parations of the hemp plant; but from the sales 
of such of the preparations as are recordel by the 
various vendors in the city and the cantonment 
of Poona, it would appear that in every hundred 
consuwers of the hemp plant narcotics, there are 
about 90°4 ganja smokers, 2°4 majum eaters, 1:9 
yakuti eaters und as many shrikband and gulkaud 
euters, and about 1°5 bhaug drinking men. The 
total number of persons using ganja and its 





perparations may be taken at about 2 (two) per cent. 
of the population of towns and cities in this 
district, It is not much used by the rural popu- 
lation. 


35. It would not be feasible to prohibit the 
use of all the drugs. Ganja and bhang are used 
ly people who do not use alcoholic stimulants. 
The deprivation by any prohibition of the produc- 
tion or sale of the drugs would be acutely felt by a 
population not accustomed to use opinm or alcohol, 
It would be very difficult to check the use of the 
drug, which is not so baneful as alcohol. Any 
serious restriction on the production or sale would 
lead to illicit consumption, and much disconteut 
among consumers would arise from a prohibition. 
I am not prepared to say that the discontent 
would amount to a political danger; but the ex- 
periment is not called for with the present limited 
use of the drug by only a small proportion of the 
population, and by certain classes of people who do 
not use alcohol. I am not prepared to say if ganja 
and bhang consumers would resort to the use of 
alcoholic stimulants or other narcotic drugs if 
deprived of ganja and bhang, as consumers of 
these druys do not use alcohol or opium as a_ rule, 
The cultivation of the plaut could, however, be 
restricted under a system of licenses. 


36. I have no reason to think that alcohol is 
being substituted for any of these drugs. Alcohol 
is in disrepute, as far as is known, with the classes 
who use ganja, 

37, Charas smoxing does no’ prevail in this 
district to an extent sufficient to furnish a basis 
for comparing its effects with those of ganja 
smoking, I however learn that charas is much 
stronger than ganja in its effects. 


38. Round ganja is not availatle in this part of 
the country. Flat ganja only is used for smok- 
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ture of leaves and bits of flowers detached from 
ganja, and as such is weaker than gauja. The 
effects are in degree, not in kind. Ganja pro- 
duces greater intoxication than bhang, 

39. I do not regard smoking of any of the 
hemp plant drugs as less injurious than dripking 
or eating the same. Ganja smoking is more in- 
toxicating than eating the confections made from 





it.The reason is that in smoking a much larger 
quantity of ganja is used proportionately than in 
manufacturing the sweetmeats or confections of 
ganja. The latter, moreover, are mixed with ghi 
and other ingredients which reduce the strength 
of the narcotie. For the same reason and because 
Lhang is much milder than ganja, the beverage 
prepared from it is also much less powerful than 
ganja smoking. 

40, Ganja is said to be preseribed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by native, as also by 
European, medical practitioners, The drugs are 
also used in the treatment of cattle diseases (nide 
replies from Rao Bahadur, Assistant Surgeon (re- 
tired), Vishram Ramjee Gholley, Assistant Sur- 
geon Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe, and Dr. Ganesh 
Krishna Garde, appended), 


41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
considered by Rao Bahadur Dr. Vishram Ramjee 
Gholley, Dr. Ganesh Krishna Garde and Dr. 
Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe as beneficial in their effects, 
But they do not regard the habitual use as bene- 


ficial. It is thus the occasional moderate use that 
they speak of, 


_{a) Ganja stimulates appetite for food and 
aids digestion tu some exteut, 


(t) It gives staying-power under severe ex- 
ertion and alleviates fatigue. 

(c) It is not regarded as a febvifuge or pre- 
ventive of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts. 


I am not in a position to make a reply to clause 


@. 


The poorer classes of Hindus and Muham- 
madans who are not within ready reach of medi- 
cinal preparations, use these drugs occasionally for 
exciting appetite or assisting digestion, Habitual 
consumers do not use them for such purposes. 
Bairayis, sadhus and fakirs, who travel long dis- 
tances on pilgrimages, use the drugs habitually in 
order to obtain staying-power under exposure and 
to alleviate fatigue. Workmen and _ labourers 
also use the drugs to enable them to bear hard 
work better (vide opinions of Rao Bahadur Assist- 
ant Surgeon Vishram Ramjee Ghollev, Assistant 
Surgeon Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe and Dr. Ganesh 
Krishna Garde, all Graduates in Medicine, 
appended). 

42, Iam not prepared to make a reply. 


43, Moderate consumers of the drugs are found 
to be perfectly iuoffeusive to their neighbours. 
During a long official career, of which nearly 
thirty years have been passed as a Mayistrate, [ 
have not met with a single case of intoxication in 
the streets from ganja or bhang, or a prosecution 
for disorderly behaviour in public from intoxica- 
tion from these drugs. 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of any of thedrugs on the habitual consumer is 
to produce slight exhilaration and pleasant sensa- 
tions. It is refreshing, It does notallay hunger, 
but creates it. The etfects last for ahout an hour, 
There are no after-effects of the moderate use of 
the drugs. The want of subsequent gratification 
45. The habitual moderate use of any of the 
drugs produces noxious effects, physical especially. 
Ganja smoking especially has bad effects. It 
weakens the constitution and emaciates the body, 
lts continued use impairs the digestion, though 
the first use of it excites appetite. It produces 
an obstinate cough, which resalts in bronchitis or 
asthma in old age. The moderate use does not 
cause dysentery. Its excessive use causes bodily 
infirmity. Indolent habits are induced by the 
habitual use of the drug, however moderate, I 
donot think the mental faculties are generally 
affected by moderate use, although in some in- 
stances men are overcome by the smoking of the 
drug and temporarily get out of their mind, 
Insanity, it is said, does not follow the moderate 
habitual use of the drug, Bbang drinking is said 
not to be baneful and uot to be attended with any 
of the effects stated above. 


46. The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drvgs produces noxious effects and in an aggrava- 
ted form. The constitution is completely im- 
paired, resulting in emaciation of the body. The 
excessive ganja smoker is a deplorable object, 
troubled with nausea and headache, and presenting 
the appearance of extreme general debility. He 
hus an anemic appearance, always sickly and tretful. 
The digestion is affected ; there is loss of appetite ; 
dysentery, bronchitis or asthma results. ‘lhe 
moral sense is impaired and habits of indolence 
supervene. The sexual passions are excited 
oftentimes, leading to excessive debauchery. The 
excessive use deadens the intellect and frequently 
produces insanity, first melancholia followed by 
dementia, which is the common form of insanity 









induced by the excessive use of ganja. This form 
of insanity is temporary, and disappears after the 
habit is broken off, I have had no personal 
experience to enable me to say if insanes have 
ever confessed to the use of the hemp drugs, 


47, The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, 
or to affect in any way the children of the moder- 
ate consumer. 


4%. Iam notin a position to state if habitual 
excessive use of any of the drugs appears to be 
a hereditary habit, although the children of the 
excessive consumer are sickly, 


49, The moderate use of the drugs is practised 
in some casesas an aphrodisiac; prostitutes are 
said touse them. ‘he use for this purpose is 
more injurious than the use as an ordinary 
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narcotic. The reason is that the system arti- | 


ficially stimulated for sexual gratification suffers. 
Excessive indulgence in the use of ganja is also 
said to cause impotence, 


50. Excessive use is not practised as an aphro- 
disiac, as impotency is produced and the con- 
stitution is much impaired. 

51. Bad characters do resort to stimulants, but 
1 am not prepared to say that most of them use 
bemp drugs in preference to other stimulants. 
Alcoholic drinks seem to be much more frequent- 
ly indulged in than the hemp drugs, 1 do not 
consider that the moderate use of any of the 
drugs incites to crime of any character. 

52. Neither does the excessive use incite to 
crime as far as is known to me, 


53. Excessive indulgence in any of the drugs 
does not lead to unpremeditated crime, as the ex- 
cessive consumer is generally incapable, stupid, 
and inactive. I am not, however, able to say 
whether or not homicidal frenzy is caused. 


54 aud 55. Tam notin a position to make a 
reply to this question, 

56. The effects of hemp used in moderation and 
in excess is modified by admixture of condiments 
and “ massalas.” The drug is made much milder 
hy such admixture. But if dbatura and poppy 
seed are mixed, the drug gets much stronger. 
“ Dhatura” is rarely used in this part of the 
country as an admixture in preparations of the 
bemp drugs. 

57, Charas is not used here, and by what I have 
written under answers 19, 2U,21 and 22 it will 
appear that ganja is used both for smoking and 
eating. It is not used for drinking; the effects 
of drinking and eating have been discussed above, 


£8, The system of excise administration in the 
Bombay Presidency has been fully descrilied by 
the Honourable Mr, Mackenzie, Commissioner of 
Customs and Abkari, ete., in his letter No. 4752, 
dated llth September 1893, to the Chief Secre- 
tary to Government, Reference is solicited to 
that report. The system is very simple and 
uniform. I think it serves the requirements of 
the Excise Administration and works well, 


59, No experiments suggest themselves to-me. 


60. The taxation is fair, and the manufacture 
of narcotics from the hemp plant are well con- 
trolled. I do not think any improvement is called 
for. Though the cultivation of the hemp plant 
is unrestricted, 1 have not heard of illicit sales or 
manufacture of the drugs. The cultivation of 
the plant in this district isso very limited, that 
any restrictions other tban those existing under 

vol, vii, 


the present system are not called for, The cul- 
tivation is noted and watched by the village 
officers and recorded in the village register. 
Moreover, the cultivator is not allowed to manu- 
facture or sell the drugs without a permit. No 
further restrictions are therefore needed, 


61. Charas is not produced in this part of the 
country, 


62. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
for the production of bhang exclusively, as the 
ganja plant supplies what is known as bhang in 
this distriot. 

63, The present system of both wholesale and 
retail vend of ganja and bhang works well and 
requires no modification, 

64, None whatever. 


65, In my opinion the taxation of ganja and 
bhang is reasonable with reference to each, and to 
alcoholic or other intoxicants. Ganja aud bhang 
are taxed equally in this district, and {£ do not 
see any reason to disturb the arrangement. 


66, I do not suggest different rates for taxing 
ganja and chur (otherwise called bhang). 


67, The incidence per head is low. I do not 
see that any case in made out for altering of the 
present rate of taxation, which is quite unobjec- 
tionable. Jt is, however, clear that vendors make 
a large profit out of proportion to the taxes paid 
and expenses incurred. Appendix A will, I trust, 
be found useful and interesting as showing the 
net profits which a retail vendur makes out of 
his bargain, 

68. There are no shops in this district where the 
drugs are consumed on the premises. The sweet 
ened drugs, such as yakuti, majum, ete., and the 
drinks, such as bhang, though manufactured at 
shops licensed for the purpose, are not consumed 
on the premises, The consumers take home their 
purchases. 1t would not be advisable to permit 
consumption of the drugs on the shop premises, 
as it would probably lead to disorderly behaviour 
at the shops and in public. 


69. The requirements of the people are consi- 
dered before a shop is opened in any locality. The 
ganja farmer generally applies to the Collector of 
the district for permission to open a shop or shops 
in a locality. ‘The Collector calls on the 
mamlatdar of the taluka in which the locality lies 
to report if such a shop is needed, and after such 
local enquiry as le deems necessary, the mamlatdar 
reports his opinion, which is generally accepted 
and acted on by the Collector. 

70, I do not think the Bhor State, which is the 
only Native State comprised in this district, ever 
imports any quantity of the intoxicating drugs. 
I am not aware of any case of smuggling having 
occurred. Bhor does not grow hemp. There is 
in consequence no likelihood that it would get 
untaxed ganja aod import it into this district. 
Duty is paid on all drags consumed here. I am 
not aware of any illicit dealings in the manufac. 
ture or transport of the drug. 


Appendiz A, 


Tx the course of enquiries made by me regard- 
ing matters connected with the sale of the hemp 
plant drugs, it has struck me that the profits 
which the farmers of the right of vending the 
drugs make are very large, 

I shall endeavour briefly to state the accounts 
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of the ganja farmer, so that his profits may be 
yeadily ascertained. 


In writing up the accounts I have closely fol- 
lowed the figures available for the Poona district. 


Hemp Drugs Farmer’s Account for 1891-92. 


CREDIT. 
Price realised from the sale of 800 Rs. 
maunds of the hemp drugs at Rs. 
120 per maund (the rate being Rs. 
1-8-0 per lb. both for ganja and 
bhang) . . . ‘ . 86,000 
Total 36,000 


—— 








Desir. 
Ganja and bhang (about 300 maunds) Rs. 

purchased throughout the year at 
the rate of Rs. 10 per maund in- 

cluding cartage, wastage, etc. ° 3,000 

Permit fees for transport . . ° 150 
Annual expenditure incurred in keep- 
ing 42 shops throughout the district 
at the rate of Rs. 7 por shop per 

mensem ° °. . 3,600 

Sundries ° ° . . . 250 
The amount of money paid for the 
license to manufacture and sell the 

hemp drugs ; . - 17,000 

24,000 

Net profit 12,000 

Total - 36,000 





20. Evidence of Kuan Banapur P. H. Dasrur, Parsi, Presidency Magistrate, 
Bombay. 


1. I must confess that I have had very few 
opportunities of obtaining information with regard 
to hemp drugs, as in the districts I have hitherto 
served, ganja and other products of the hemp 
plant are not much consumed, and I shall there- 
fore confine my answers to questions 51 to 55 
in relation to matters which have come to my 
knowledge in my magisterial capacity. 


51. No, not within my experience, nor am I 
aware of any connection existing between the 
moderate use of these drugs aud crime in general 
or of any special character. 


52. But the excessive use of ganja and charas 
may lead to crime, for those addicted to these 
drugs remain constantly under a stupor and are 
unable to follow any honest calling and must 
necessarily resort to crime, 


53. I am informed that excessive indulgence 
in charas makes a man violent in his temper and 
leads him to commit offences attended with 
violence. The Pathans in Bombay are well known 
as a turbulent class, and they are mostly habitual 
consumers of charas. I had lately a case before 
me in which a Marwari goldsmith under the 


—— 


influence of charas attacked a bailiff with a pair of 
tongs and behaved very excitedly in court. Iam 
not aware of any case in which the habit has led 
to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54. No; but if a criminal addicted to these 


' drugs intends to commit a crime, he feels himself 


powerless to act in the matter until he fortifies 
himself with the usual dose, The consumption of 
ganja generally makes a man timid; and he does 
not therefore commit premeditated acts of violence, 
but it is different with charas, which would 
certainly be used by a habitual consumer who 
intends to commit any act of violence. 


55. Yes. I have had cases in Ahmedabad in 
which a gang was engaged in a conspiracy to rob 
unsuspecting travellers and other innocent persons, 
They invariably prepared a chillum containing 
ganja with dhatura seeds intermixed, and induced 
their victims to smoke the pipe and thus render 
themselves unconscious. Immediately afterwards 
the victim was robbed and the gang decamped 
with his goods, So far as I can form a judg- 
ment in the matter, I think complete stupefac- 


tion could not be induced by this drug without 
any admixture, 





21. Evidence of Rao Banapux Lattusaar GorpHanpas, Vania, Huzur Deputy 
Collector, Nasik. 


1, My employment as personal assistant to the 
Commissioner of Abkari from 1880 to 1887 has 
enabled me to become acquainted with the de- 
tails of administration, taxation, and control. 
My information and my conclusions, so far as I 
have formed them, concerning the use and effects 
of the drugs, are derived from general observa- 
tion. Ido not profess to have had any special 
opportunities of obtaining information regarding 
the use and effects of the hemp drugs, 


2. I may observe, at the outset, that the hemp 
drugs have not claimed much attention from the 
Government of Bombay, or from the people in 
the Bombay presidency, for the simple reason that 
their use is neither extensive, nor spreading, and 


that, such as it is, it has not been regarded as 
detrimental to health or morality. That these 
poor drugs should come to engage the serious and 
solemn consideration of a bigh Commission was 
not thought of by the staunchest advocates of 
temperance in this presidency. 


One kind of ganja is used in this district, viz., 
flat ganja, The flower tops are used for smoking 
and are called ganja, The dry twigs and seeds 
which become detached and form a broken mass 


are sold as bhang. Chgras is not known in these 
parts. 


13, No restriction is imposed by Government on 
the cultivation of the hemp lait | 


14. Charas is not prepared in this district. 
Ganja is manufactured to a small extent in the 
district, but the bulk of the drug sold is imported 
The flower tops are sold as ganja, and the broken 
mass is sold as bhang. 


15. I believe that the only preparation which 
gavja requires before being smoked is that it is 
washed with water and then mixed with a little 
tobacco, 


The preparation of bhang for drinking is said 
to be as follows, It is warmed in an earthen 
plate placed over a slow fire until it begins to 
smell. It isthen soaked in water for about half 
an hour. It is then placed in a piece of cloth, 
which is dipped in water and rubbed with the 
fingers, and the water is squeezed out. This pro- 
cess is repeated till the water squeezed out appears 
to be taintless, The washed bhang is then pound- 
ed with afew grains of pepper. Those that can 
afford it mix with it other ingredients (see answer 
to query 29), The pounded mass is diluted in 
water, aud the liquid is strained through a piece 
of cloth three or four times, the refuse being 
thrown away, and the liquid so prepared is drunk 
as bhang. 

Bhang is also boiled in ghi, which is mixed 
with certain ingredients to make pak, or majum, 
or yakuti. Each seller has his special recipe for 
these preparations. Bhang is also mixed with 
guikand (conserve of roses), 


16, Bbang is usually prepared by people in 
their own houses ; but in Bombay there are bhang 
shops whereiu the pounded mass is kept ready for 
sale or is diluted, and the liquid, after being 
strained, is offered for drink. 


17. I believe no particular classes of people are 
employed on this business. 


18, Ganja and bhang are said to deteriorate by 
keeping and to lose their effect in time. The 
time will vary according to the state of the weather 
and the degree of care with which they may be 
kept. 

19. Tomy knowledge, ganja is used ovly for 
smoking; bhang is used for drinking, and is also 

i sing pak, yakuti, majum, and gul- 
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| may at times be mixed with bhang when common 
bhang ceases to give an habitual drinker sufficient 
intoxication. 


30. An habitual drinker of bhang drinks it at 
home, either alone or in company of friends, if any 
should join him. A man leaves off bhang gene- 
rally in old age ; but a ganja smoker continues to 
smoke it till death. Females and children are not 
known to use the drugs to any great number. 


31, The habit may be formed and may be 
broken off easily. A moderate consumer may 
develop into an excessive consumer ; but the result 
cannot be said to be due to any inherent tendency 
in the drugs, 

32. I am not aware of any such custom, 


33. Ganja smoking is regarded as disreputable. 
Excessive drinkers of bhang are also looked down 
on with scorn, 


34, Bairagis would regard it as a serious priva- 
tion to forego the consumption of ganja. It would 
be a deprivation of an innocent enjoyment to con- 
sumers of bhang. 


35. (a) Feasible, but not at all advisable or 
necessary. 


(4) Yes, if it could be obtained. 

(c) By stopping cultivation and importation. 
(¢) Certainly. 

(e) Not quite. 

(f) Yes. 


86. Indulgence in alcohol is now-a-days coa- 
sidered to be less disreputable than it was before 
the spread of English education and Western 
ideas, which have made very great strides during 
the last thirty years. It is probable that material 
prosperity among the lower classes would bring in 
its train a taste for the more expensive and 
fashionable alcohol in place of the poor hemp 
drugs. 


39, Excessive smoking of ganja is more in- 
jurious than excessive drinking of bhang, A mo- 
derate use of either is said to be not injurious. 


41. (a) Bhang is. 





kand; charas is not used in this district at all. 


20, Ganja is smoked invariably by bairagis and 
those who revere and associate with them. It is 
used by a comparatively small proportion of the 
lower classes of the population, a smoker of ganja 
being looked upon as a disreputable person. 

The use of bhang is almost unknown in the 
Deccan. The preparations of bhang, such as pak, 
yakuti, majum and gulkand are used by a few 
persons of the middle classes. 


25. There is not the slightest indication that | 


the use of the drugs is on the iucrease. 


26. There could be only two classes, (a) and | 
(2) ; not the third and fourth, (c) and (d), The | 


majority of consumers may be taken to be moder- 
ate consumers, 

27. See answer to query 20, 

28, The quantities will vary according to the 
habit of each consumer, the frequeney with which 
he indulges in the drug daily, and the degree of 
intoxicating power of the drug used. 

29, Almonds, cardamoms, pepper and sugar are 
usually pounded and mixed with bhang. Those 
who like and cau afford may also mix with bhang 
sweet fennel, dried rose buds, poppy seeds, con- 


serve of roses, rose water, seeds of various fruits, — 
saffron, musk, milk, milk,cream, ete., ete, Dhatura | 


vol. vii. 


(4) Ganja is. 

(c) Can’t say. 

I refer to both moderate habitual and moderate 
occasional use, 

43, Quite. 

44. (b) It is said to be so. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) Ganja is said to do. 
_ (e) Bhang is said to create appetite. 

(f) About six hours. 

(g) A little depression. 

(h) No. 

45. None of these effects are known to be pro- 


duced by habitual moderate use of ganja or bhang. 
The auswers as regards habitual excessive use 


are— 

(6) Yes, if the consumer does not get sufh- 
cient nourishment. 

(c) Ganja is said to do this to a certain 
extent, 

(e) It induces laziness, but not habits of im- 
morality or debauchery. 


47 and 48, Not at all. 
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49, (a) To a certain extent. 
(6) Don’t know, . 
(c) Not at all. 


(d) I have not heard of any such conse- 
quence. 

51. Ido not think that moderate use has any 
connection with crime. 


52. Even excessive use is not said to induce 
criminal tendency. 


53. Not necessarily. No. 
54. I don’t think. 


55. The hemp drug by itself would not stupefy 
completely. 


58. I think the present system, which is de- 
signed with the object of raising a moderate 
revenue from the consumption of the drugs at least 
expense to Government and least inconvenience to 
consumers, is working well. Any improvement 
in the direction of tightening the control and 
restricting the production, manufacture, and sale 
of the drugs would cause needless harassment 
without any counterbalancing advantage. 


60. No control is exercised on the production of 
the drugs, and none would appear to be necessary. 


61, Charas is not produced. 
62. Vide answer to query 60. 
63, I have no objection to urge against the 


present system of wholesale and retail vend of 
ganja and Lhang. 


64. None; 


deny them that drug, they might take to crime sd 
as to get it if it were dearer, Bhang is consumed 
by the better classes when consumed at all, I 
think that the drugs bave a bad effect only whea 
the consumeis have insufficient food. I think 
people who want intoxicants will get it somehow. 
I do not think people will be better off if they are 
compelled to take to liquor. Its physical effects 
ave worse than those of hemp drugs. Opium-eating 
would be preferable to ganja smoking, but opium 
smoking worse, I do not think that the effects of 
hemp drugs call for increased taxation, though 
inerease of revenue may be desirable, This would 
be a question to be considered in reference to other 
provinces. Ganja is largely imported into the 
province. In Nasik it is entirely imported from 
outside, #.¢,, from Almednagar in the presidency, 
and the Central Provinces outside. Bhang from 
the Punjab is, I am told, obtainable in Bombay. 
Statistics about imports are easily obtainable. I 
only state my impressions. Iam quite unable to 
give any estimate of production. I have never 
had my attention drawn to this matter. The 
figures about consumption in the Excise Report 
are given by contractors, whose interest it is to 
understate consumption, But they may be gener- 
ally accepted. ci 


Iknow of no special reasons why taxation 
should not be raised in Bombay. Ido not krow 


the figures for other provinces, or why there should 
be different rates of taxation, 


The bonded warehouse system would be very 





65, There is no definite rate of taxation, the 
right of vend being sold annually to the bighest 
hidder. ‘Phe incidence of taxation, therefore, 
varies in different districts, and in the same district 
in different years. But, upon the whole, I think 
it is reasonable, 


66. No; such different rates would be unwork- 
able, except at immense cost. 


67. No, 
6&8. None in this district. 
6%. No. 


70. There are no facts regarding the importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 
Under the farming system, there is no room for 
evasion of duty, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 20.—The use of bhang in the Deccan 
is much less than in Gujarat. There is no bhang 
in this presidency. It is only broken bits of ganja. 
It is the unsmokable ganja that is bhang, 


Question 29.—Dhatura seeds are mixed with 
bhang by excessive drinkers sometimes to increase 
intoxication, This is what I am told. his ad- 
mixture is not to my knowledge made in the shops. 
1 do not know of dhatura being smoked with 
gapja. 

Question 59,.—I think that those who smoke 
ganja are the dregs of society, the heggar class. 
If any attempt were made to improve them, and 
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There would be no objection to stop detached 
cultivation with a view to concentratiun, provided 
the supply is kept up. I can make no recom. 
mendation as to what districts should be chosen. 
I have never considered the question of cultivation 
or the statistics, 


I do not tuink any change in the maximum of 
40 tolas need be made unless the present system is 
changed, for there can be no evasion of duty under 
the present system. It would only be inconvenient 
to certain consumers to have a lower maximum. 
‘here is no scope in the present system for greatly 
increasing taxation, If this is necessary, we 
should have to impose a direct tax as well us the 
indirect, and have the mixed system, 


Iam not aware that ganja is smoked on the 
premises anywhere. I object to it, because it gets 
consumers together, attracts people to the place, 
would appear to countenance the habit, and would 
thus tend to increase consumption, 


Ihave not heard of any adulteration of the 
drugs as sold in the presidency. 


Question 66.—-As a matter of fact only one 
kind of ganja is used in this presidency. I believe 
so. Ihave no practical knowledge of that. I 
have not travelled in the districts so as to see the 
ganja that is sold, 


Question 59.—I could name a dozen cases in 
which young men have died from the habit of 
liquor; but I know no such case in regard to 
hemp drugs, These cases are Hindus. 





22, Evidence of Rao Banapur Narayan Ganesh DESHPANDE, Brahmin, Deputy 
Collector, Belgaum. 


1, I served in Sind, where these drugs are very | But in this district bhang and charas, as defined 


commonly used, and also served in Abmednagar, 
where this plant is grown. 


2, In Sind these definitions apply literally. 


here, are not imported ox even known. Flat ganja 
is alone imported and is known. 


18, Ganja and bhang lose their qualities by 


centrated. —— 
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keeping for more than a year. If properly packed 
and secured from exposure to heat and dampness, 
they will keep well for about 18 months or two 
years. Charas can keep any length of time, 


19, Charas is only smoked. Ganja is eaten like 


bhang made into “ gota”’ in this district for want 
of bhang. 


20. In this district fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, and 
other mendicants use ganja, as also dowries and 
other itinerant classes. In higher classes the use 
of this drug is very rare. 


21, Flat ganja alone is imported. 


25. It is difficult to answer this question, But 
looking to the quantity of ganja imported from 
vear to year, it would appear that consumption is 


No bhang massala is sold in these parts like 
Upper India. 

30. Consumers of these drugs are very fond of 
company. ‘They will indulge alone when they 
cannot afford the expense or cannot get company, 
It is said larger the circle, greater the enjoyment. 


The consumers are very obliging to each other in 
this respect. 


This vice is confined to the male sex, and is 
generally acquired after the age -f 20, The 
bairagis are said to initiate their children at the 
age of 12 to 14, and women are free, except 
bairagis of abandoned character. 


31, The habit of smoking tobacco is the preli- 
minary step to acquire this habit. No length of 





stationary. 
26. There are no statistics available, 


27, Habitually excessive smokers are from the 
mendicant classes, such as fakirs, bairagis and 
gosavis. 


Habitual moderate consumers come from all 
classes, particularly from the lower strata, Occa- 
sional moderate consumers can be traced to all 
castes, not excluding Brahmins and Lingayets, 


I believe there are no occasional excessive con- 
sumers. Fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, dowries, and 
similar mendicant classes are initiated as soon as 
they enter mendicant orders, or when they attain 
the age of puberty. Bairagi boys are initiated at 
even the early age of 12 and 14. In other classes 
this habit is contracted on account of bad company, 
and is seldom acquired for medicinal purposes. 


28. It is difficult to say what class of consumers 
may be called habitual moderate consumers,” ‘There 
are persons who smoke only once in company with 
six or eight persons. One or half a tola is pre- 
pared and filled into a pipe, and is smoked by six or 
eight persons together in the afternoon oncea day, 
each person paying the day’s cost by turns. 
There are others who smoke two or three times a 
day and require a tola, and they are considered 
moderate consumers. ‘I'he excessive consumers are 
persons who remain always under the influence of the 
drug. Such persons want ahout two to four tolas 
of ganja every day. They cannot do without one 
tola, This class of consumers is limited to a por- 
tion of itinerant mendicants who get the neces- 
saries of life without trouble. I should think that 
quarter tola is the allowance of an average moderate 
consumer, and two tolas is that of an excessive 
one. ‘Ihe cost of one tola by retail is two piee. 
Wholesaie prices are annas 12 to Re, | in the Bri- 
tish districts and six to twelve annas in Native 
States. 

29, Nothing is mixed with ganja ordinarily 
except tobacco. It is said that exceptionally 
dhatura, kutchala and aconite are used in very 
small quantities. My informants have not seen 
instances of this kind. 


When gota is made, undermentioned articles | 


are used :—= 

(1) Sugar, (2) milk, (3) water, (4) poppy 
seed, (5) coriander, (6) dried rose buds, (7) anise 
seeds, (8) cucumber seed, (9) almonds, (10) 
jaiphal, (11) cardamom, (12) cocoanut or its 
juice, (13) black pepper. 

Exceptionally— (14) kulpa, (15) kalnbij, 
(16) aconite, (17) dhatura, (18) kutchala, (19) 
arsenic. 

These articles are used both to make the drink 
palatable or tasteful and to increase intoxica- 
tleh, 
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time is required in forming this habit; a week 
or a fortnight-is quite sufficient. A man is allowed 
to smoke the exhausted pipe or use small quanti- 
ties at first. 


The drug itself does not give a eraving for 
increase of its use, but bad company and want of 
occupation lead to excessive use. On the first 
occasion the head is immediately affected and 
the smoker sometimes becomes insensible, but 
with habit the effect is lessened or reduced to a 
minimum, ‘The habit is not difficult to break 
off; more moderate smokers do not feel the want 
of it, while habitual moderate ones feel want of 
it at their usual times and feel their stomach 
windy, and the excessive smokers sometimes get 
dysentery, and, besides feeling very uneasy, are 
subject to pains in the limbs and show most un- 
willingness to work. 


32, Iam told that some people think it neces- 
sary to offer a drink of bhang to Mahadev, and 
then drink it themselves on the Shivaratri. 
Dowries have a custom of offering a ball made 
of ganja and ganja drink to their family god 
Sonkarshid or Kalbhairavy (different names of 
Mahadev) in the month of Chaitra; and then 
eat or drink the same themselves. ‘They have 
also a custom of vowing that if the god be pleased 
to give them the desired thing, they would give 
ganja to a certain number of dowries to smoke 
or to drink, Patvegars, who are said to be 
Kshatris, serve in small quantities some prepara- 
tion of ganja on the anniversary of their fathers 
called ‘‘ paksha” to all persons called to dinner. 


33, The use of these drugs is considered as 
disreputable, though it does not render one liable 
to lose his caste. Its use is considered as a vice. 
A man who is addicted to itis looked down upon 
as a low man. He avoids exposure, and will 
conceal his habit as much as possible, All this 
is due to the intoxicating effect of the drugs, 
In castes and sects where the use of these drugs 
is quite common or is considered necessary, there 
is no public opinion about it. 


This plant is not worshipped. 


34. It is thought that to habitual smokers, 
such as iakirs, bairagis, gosavis, and itinerant 
classes, who are exposed to inclemencies of the 
climate, it will be a privation to forego the use, 


85, The effective way is to stop the cultivation 
of tbe plant in British districts and also in the 
Native States, and to prevent imports, as is done 
in the case of opium. ihe drug will be consumed 
illicitly, as long as the persons now using the 
drug live or are not weaned from the habit. Some 
discontent will be caused among the consumers, 
but it will never in these parts develop into a 


' political danger, as the discontente! eonsumers 


| 


are the dregs of the society, and their dise ntent 
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will not influence good people, who form the larg- | 


est majority. Nor will the stopping of this drug 
lead to the use of alcobolic drinks. 


36. I have seen a person weaned of the habit 
of drinking liquor by the moderate use of bhang. 


39. Smoking is admittedly more injurious than 
drinking or eating. Smoking affects the lungs 
aud brain more immediately and directly than the 
latter, 


40. Yes; in the case of dysentery bhang 1s 
prescribed, It is used as tonic to the convalescent. 
Garda is administered to horses and cattle. In 
the ganja imported into this district, a quantity 
of dust or fine powder, most probably of leaves 
and flowers, is mixed. When separated, it forms 
the “garda,” which also coutains the seeds. 


41, (2) Bhang taken in small quantities is 
good for digestion aud to stimulate appetite. 
Ganja does the same with greater force. 


(6) There is staying-poweras far as the ex- 
posure is concerned, A ganja-smoker 1s not 
cousidered to be able to work much. Fatigue 
is alleviated by a smoke of ganja, asit induces 
sleep. 

(c) Itis said that ganja smoking and bhang 
eating serve to prevent fever more or less. 

(¢@) Smoking is said to concentrate attention 
or rather prevent distraction, It is why some 
singers and musicians have a smoke before they 
can play their best. 

These effects are observed in the moderate habi- 
tual and moderate occasional use. 


42. Moderate use of bhang is useful as well 
as harmless, but I cannot say so of ganja 
smoking, which is injurious even to one who is 
well fed. Smokers, however, have a saying as 
fullows,* Itis, I believe, meant more to ensure 
the cleaning of the ganja smoked than to express 
;ts qualities and to point out bad effects. 


43. Yes, ganja smokers are sometimes inclined 
to quarrel when under intoxication. Occasional 
consumers are loquacious and divulge secrets of 
others and even of their own, 


44, The immediate effect is to drown all anxi- 
ety, to remove mental depression, and to exhi- 
larate the spirits. A drink of bhang not much 
spiced and sweetened isrefreshing. Such a drink 
dues not cause intoxication, so to speak, beyond 
the raising up of spirits. Hunger is not allayed ; 
on the contrary, it is very slightly stimulated. 
The effect lasts from two to six Lours, the length 
of time depending on the state of health and the 
quantity used. No after-effects. Want of grati- 
fication does produce _lougi : SReSs, 
and there is an unwillingness to work and a dis- 
position to take offence, 


45. Smoking affects physically and mentally, 
but it is doubtful whether it has any effect on 
one’s morality. It uffects the lungs and the brain 
and impairs the constitution. The effects are 
slow in the ease of persons who live well, In- 








digestion and loss of appetite follow weaknéss 
of body, brain, and lungs. 


It is known to cause asthma and bronchitis, but 
is said not to cause dysentery. Itdoes not pro- 
duce habits of debauchery or immorality, but in- 
duces habits of laziness, 


Habitual moderate use only blunts the intellect. 
It is notsaid to cause insanity, 


46. In the case of habitual excessive use the 
abovementioned effects appear earlier and with 
greater severity. An ill-fed excessive consumer 
can be easily distinguished by his sunken eyes, 
black lips, pale face, and emaciated body. In- 
sanity, both permanent and temporary, and several 
mental affections, are said to result from excessive 
use. 


49, Itis said to be so. It is not used by 


prostitutes for this purpose. Excessive use leads 
to impotence, I am told, 


51. Use of these drugs, as far as I know, has 
no connection with crime. I do not know 
whether a large proportion of bad characters use 
this drug, Some of them do so, not because they 
have to commit crime, but because they are bad 
characters and are addicted to vices. 


52. Iam told that excessive consumers of this 
drug are unfit to commit serious crime, because 
they are constantly under its influence. The 
intoxication caused by the drug is said to cause 
nervous depression or inactivity, 


53, I have not heard of a single case of 
suicide nor of unpremeditated crime. 


54. No, as far as I know. 


55. I believe this is done sometimes, but I do 
not remember any instances, A person unaccus- 
tomed to the use of this drug can be completely 
stupefied by an over-dose of this drug. 

58, The present system is working well. I 
have no suggestions to make for its improvement. 

62, In my humble opinion it is unnecessary to 
control the cultivation and the preparation of 
these drugs. 

63. and 64, None. 


65. In my humble opinion the tax on ganja is 
not sufficiently high to cheek its consumption or 
to prevent increase of consumers and consumption, 
Bhang need not be as highly taxed as ganja. 
Manufacture and import of bbhang must be 
encouraged with the object of preventing the 
people from using ganja for eating and drinking. 
Ganja is sv used because bhang is not imported. 
As compared with liquor, ganja is exceedingly 
cheap, and a reasovable increase in its taxation 





68. None in this district. 
69. No. 


70. There is much smuggling from the Native 
States, where the ganja is had much cheaper 
than in this district. This is due to the fact 
that sales of ganja farms there are not so honestly 
and carefully made as here. 





23. Evidence of Rao Banavur K. M, THattE, District Deputy Collector, Nasik. 


1. In the districts in which I have served hemp 
drugs are not extensively cousumed, no’ 


ce r consumed 
iu @ Manner to have pernicious effects on society at 
large, 


51, My answer to this question is in the nega- 
tive. 


Considering the different classes of bad charac- 


' ters which have come under my observation as 
* Vernacular saying not printed. 
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member of the community in general, and as a 
niagistrate in particular, in the several districts in 
which I have bad to move in my official career 
during the last 27 years, I can safely assert that 
the habitual moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs do not form even the smallest proportion of 
such bad characters, and that the moderate use of 
such drugs bas not been found in any way con- 
nected with the commission of crime, whether of a 
geneiul or special character. The habitual moderate 
consumer uses the drugs under a certain religious 
belief of a supposed spiritual benefit therefrom, but 
more for the temporary beneficial effects which a 
moderate use of them produces, namely, the stay- 
ing-power which it gives under great exertion, the 
relief which it affords from fatigue and cares and 
anxieties, and also tie indirect assistance which it 
is supposed to render as a food digestive, The 
habitual moderate consumer is, therefore, neces- 
sarily an innocent man, and has no object or motive 
to commit crimes of any description, and so does 
not fall under or is not included in the class of bad 
characters. 

52 and 538. My answer to these two questions is 


the same as that given to the preceding question, 
but is qualified with this observation, that the habi- 


tual excessive use of these drugs necessarily creates 
noxious effects on the consumer, not only physically 
and mentally, but also morally, and the consumer 
is, in course of time, so much affected by their ex- 
treme use that it leads him sometimes to commit 
unpremeditated crimes in the same manner as an 
excessive use of liquor, opium, and other narcotic 
drugs, but certainly not to a crime of a violent 
nature, But generally the man who is addicted 
to excessive indulgence in these drugs becomes a 
victim of his own folly. 


No case has come to my notice or under my 
knowledge in which an excessive indulgence in 
these drugs had led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy. 


54 and 55. My answer to these questions is also 
severally in the negative. I have not found, in 
the course of my experience, gained by me as a 
visitor of criminal jails in different districts during 
the period of about 27 years as to the conduct and 
habits of criminals, that any such drugs are used 
by them to fortify themselves to commit a preme- 
ditated act of violence or other crime, or to induce 
their victims to partake of the same to get them 
stupefied in order to further their designs. 


‘ Be ae ae aw 


24. Evidence of Rao Banapur Baimpnar Kirea Ram, Brahmin, Huzur Deputy 
Collector of Surat. 


1. Acopy of my paper on the narcotics and 
stimulants of Gujarat which was written for the 
Bombay Gazetteer is annexed.* During my thirty 
years’ service in the Revenue and Agricultural 


Department of the Bombay Presidency, I had op- | 


portunities to study the question from different 
points of view. My remarksare confined to Guja- 
rat, 


2. Three preparations from hemp, Cannabis ine | 


dica, viz., (1) bhang, sabji or mayapani ; (2) yakuti, | 


and (8) ganja are used in Gujarat. Charas is 


neither manufactured nor used. 

(1) Bhang, saljt or mayapani is made from the 
flower leaves and the seed of the plant. These are 
first baked over a fire, then well washed in cold 
water, and ground very fine, the intoxicating power 
depending to a considerable extent on the fineness 
of the powder, According to the taste and means 
of the consumer, dry rose leaves, almonds, carda- 
moms, pepper and other spices are pounded and 
mixed with the powder. ‘The whole is then again 
ground, mixed with water, or sometimes with milk 
sweetened with sugar, and strained through a 
cloth. The preparation is now ready to be drunk. 
Bhang is a very cheap luxury, one-sixteenth of a 
pound is enough to last an ordinary man for three 
days, costing only half penny orfour pies. A poor 
man, as a rule, drinks his bhang mixed only with 
black pepper ; on festivals aud holidays many kinds 
of spices are added, aud in this way the mixture 
becomes costly. A few Parsis and Musalmans 
drink bhang, but it is chiefly consumed by the 
higher classes of Hindus, viz., Brahmins, Banias, 
Kayasths, Souis, and others who drink no other 
intoxicating liquor and do not eat opium. None 
of the preparations of hemp are taken by women 
except low-caste prostitutes. In the hot season 
and throughout the year’on holidays and festivals 
bbang is very generally drunk, but only a few 
people take it regularly. As a rule it is drunk in 
the afternoon before sunset. In small quantities 


*Not printed, 


: 
| 


' itis cooling and slightly intoxicating, causing at 
the same time a keen feeling of hunger. Under 
its influence goldsmiths and jewellers are prover- 

' bially clever ; it sootbes rather than stimulates the 

brain ; its appetising powers are of great value to 

begging Brahmins, who under its influence can, 

at a caste feast, eat enough to last them for 24 

hours. 


(2) Yakutior majum is bhang boiled in clarified 
butter. The clarified butter is flavoured with sugar 
and spices and is often coloured with vermillion 
and saffron, As a conserve, yakuti is generally 
eaten before sunset, chiefly by well-to-do Hindus 
aud Musalmans, Aman who drinks bhang may 
also take yakuti and smoke ganja. Yakuti is 
an expensive article, and when regularly taken 
costs from Rs, 2 to Rs. 3a month. This drug is 
prepared by professional dealers called majum- 
walas, chiefly Banias by caste. It is also made 
by Hindu physicians. 

(8) Ganja is the dried hemp plant which has 
flowered and from which the resin has not been 
removed. ‘This is generally brought in its rough 
state and made ready by the consumer, To pre- 
pare the ganja for smoking, a small quantity is 
taken on the palm of the hand, and the seed, if 
the flower contains any, is removed. The ganja 
is then washed four or five times, dried, and 
mixed with tobaceo. The classes chiefly addicted 
to smoking ganja are religious mendicants, the 
lower order of Brahmins, and a few artizans. 
As a rule ganja smokers are found at shrines or 
temples and mosques. But some of them resort 
to special houses called Akhada, where bhang and 
ganja are prepared. Men addicted to the 
practice keep taking whiffs of ganja about every 
half hour. Its effects are sudden and strong. 
Three or four pulls at a ganja pipe wi'l prostrate 
aroan not accustomed to smoke it. Especially 
among the weakly and ill-fed the use of ganja is 
said to harm the mind and nerves and even in 
some cases to cause death. Ganja trodden under 
foot is generally used, 
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8, Bhang is cultivated to a very small extent 
in Surat and Broach (about thirty-five acres in 
all). The plant does not grow spontaneously ; it 
js cultivated like cereals, #.¢., jawari and bajri, 
and harvested in November and February, as is 
the case with kharif and raubi crops. Alluvial 
land is preferable; no special care or attention is 
needed. Plants are also found here and there in 
- the compounds of temples. The Surat cultivators 
collect only bhang, ¢.¢., leaves and seeds from the 
plant. Some of the Broach cultivators understand 
the process of collecting bhang and ganja from 
the plant. The plants, when ready, are uprooted, 
made into bundles, and left to dry for three or 
four days. The tops of ganja kalis are picked up 
with hand, the plants are thrashed, and the 
leaves and fine little branches are collected. The 
mixture of leaves, fine little branches, and seeds 
from the ganja tops is known by the name of 
bhang. The plants are known as war (male) and 
mada (femule) ; wild hemp grows in Palanpur. 


8. Bhang cultivation is decreasing; profits 
small compared with trouble of obtaining licenses 
and tinding purchaser, 


9. Alluvial land is preferable. Method of eul- 
tivation same as that practised in respect to 
cereuls. 


10. Belong to the ordinary cultivating classes, 


1], As far as I know, ganja plants are not 
raised from the seed of wild hemp, 


12. As far as I kmow, wild hemp is not cul- 
tivated. 

13, The cultivator has to obtain a license to 
cultivate hemp plant; no duty is levied for the 
grant of permit. The cultivator is bound to sell 
his produce to licensed farmers only. 

14 to 16. Please see answer No. 2. 


17, Please see answer No. 2, Bhang and 
ganja are prepared by the consumers themeelves. 
Yakuti is prepared by experts, 

18. Both bhang and ganja deteriorate, if they 
are kept longer than four or five months. Yakuti 





26. 


Bhang. Yakuti. Ganja. 


(a) Habitun]l moderate consumers 70 109 €0 
(b) Habitual excessive consumers 5 nnd 40 
(c) Occasional moderate consumers 25 ri Se 
(d@) Occasional excessive consumers ... A: 

100 100 100 


Bhang is drunk in small dose occasionally by 
persons not accustomed to it. Ganja is consumed 
by those who are habituated to it; occasional 
consumers—C¢lassification is not applicable to ganja. 


Bhang consumers are generally high class 
Hindus, and in many cases well-to-do, Ganja 
smokers are mendicants and poor, living chiefly 
on alms. 


Bhang. Ganja. 
_Tolas. Cost. Tolas. Cost. 
28. (a) Habitual 2 ganna 4 J annas, 
moderate 
consumers. 
(b) Habitual 6-8 1 anna 10-12 4 annis. 
excessive 
consumers. 


The above figures represent the allowance of 
first class moderate and excessive consumers re- 
spectively. ‘The ordinary expenses of moderate 
consumers vary from j, anna to 5}, in the case of 
a bhang consumer, and from 4 anna to one anna 
in the case of a ganja consumer. 


29. It is the practice with some excessive 
smokers to mix dhatura and opium with ganja, 
the object being to intensify the effeet of intoxi- 
cation, 


Bhang massala consists of black _ -pper, 
almonds, poppy seeds, sugar, dried rose flower 
and pistachio seeds. 


30. Bhang is drunk openly; no dishonor is 
attached to it ; occasional drinkers do not drink 
in solitude, Moderate aud excessive habitual 
consumers drink singly, if there is no company. 
Mendicants smoke ganja publicly, though shame 
is-attach i ost 





also becomes ineffective and tasteless after tivo 
or three months, 

19. Ganja is used for smoking as deseribed in 
answer No. 2. 
eating with the object of producing its effect 
without smoking ganja in a pipe. 

20. Ganja is smoked by mendicants and low- 
class Brahmins ; a few artizans also smoke. 
Ganja smoking is confined chiefly to towns and 
cities. Village people seldom smoke ganja. 
Hardly one per cent. of the male adult popula- 
tion smokes ganja, his figure is arrived at after 
due consideration of the material and economic 
conditions of the several classes of people. 


21. Ganja trodden under foot is generally used. 
23, Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24. Bhang is generally drunk. To save time 
habitual cousumers sometimes eat bhang. Bhang 
is drunk by well-to-do Hindus, a few Musalmans 
and Varsis, The habitual consumers are chiefly 
goldsmiths, jewellers and Brahmin, mendicants. 
Some village people drink bhang. Bhang 
drinkers may be put at two per cent. a 


Some people use ganja leaves for 


women drink bhang. 
31. The habit is easily formed ; it is not diffi- 


— eult to break off, But the mendicants will not give 


up ganja smoking. Inthe case of ganja, there 
is a tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive. 


$2. Bhang is the favourite driuk of the followers 
of the Shiva sect. On Shivaratri and other days 


' connected with the worship of Shiva (Mahadev} 


bhang is religiously used by the devotees. This 
practice does not Jead to the formation of habit. 
Ganja does not form an article of worship, 


38. No dishonour attaches to a moderate bhang 


| drinker ; bhang is drunk openly either singly or 


in company ; excessive bhang drinkers are taunted 
and ridiculed ; ganja smokers are held low in the 
estimation of the high class Hindus, but they are 
not hated or despised as liquor drinkers, who are 
regarded as very low in point of social position. 


| Liquor drinking is against religion, so it is gene. 


25, The use of bhang is decreasing among the | 
higher ciasses, Liguor has taken tts place. The | 


use of ganja is stationary among the mendicants 
und fakirs who do not take to liquor drinking. 
Yakuti consumers are very few. Five in a 
thousand 


rally in disrepute. Bhang and ganja do not 
pollute the consumer from a religious point of 
view, 

34, Bhang drinkers generally belong to respec- 
table and orderly classes of the population; ganja 
smokers are chiefly mendicants, without homes or 
families in many cases, Any attempt to restrict 
the use of ganja by means of heavy duties will be 
looked upon by the ganja smokers as a great 


tes-and_low-caste—— 


hardship. The existing system is good and satis- 
factory. The sale and transport are brought 
under control; accounts are kept by the licensed 
retailers ; the abkari and revenue officers examine 
these accounts from time to time. Bhang is not 
in any way injurivus, Ganja is injurious, if taken 
in large quantity. Gunja-smokers do not form 
part of the working or useful classes of the popu- 
lation ; no large revenue can be raised from the 
farm of hemp plant produce, or by raising the 
duty on bhang and ganja. Froma humanity 
point of view interference is unnecessary, The loss 
of lives is very small, even if it is conceded that 
the lives of fakirs and mendicants should be saved, 
Alcohol bas been the curse of the country since the 
past few years. I am strongly of opinion that 
any change in the existing system is polstically 
unwise and unnecessary. The evil is sv insigni- 
ficant compared with the political danger in these 
days of agitation that the bhang and ganja 
subject should be left untouched. I will state my 
reasons in full before the Commission. 


40. Ganja-smoking is recommended in the case 
of asthma and diseases of lung. It is also 
given to buffaloes with the object of causing an 
inereased flow of milk, Bhang leaves are also used 
for fumigation, cases of piles, fistula of anus. 


41. A moderate use of bhang is beneficial ; it 
creates appetite: it alleviates the effects of fatigue; 
its effects are of a mild exbilarant character and 
free from any tendency to commit violence or self- 
destruction. Excessive bhavg-drinkers do not 
suffer in health. 


A moderate use of ganja is not harmful; it 
is a febrifuge in malarious districts: it enables 
the consumer to keep up the vital powers, 
Excessive ganja-smokers suffer in bealth if they 
do not get nourishing food. Insanity, impo- 
tency and consumption are the results of excessive 
smoking. Excessive use produces derangement 
of the mental power, It has the effect of impair- 
ing the moral sense. 


43, Most decidedly. 


44, Bhang effects.—Succession of thoughts in 
the case of occasional drinkers, concentration and 
cheerfuluess mm the case of moderate daily drinkers, 
refreshing, produce cooling sensation, create appe- 
tite. 

Ganja effects.— Moderate smokers do their work 
well; produce little intoxication, last fora very 
sort time. Excessive ganja-smokers are weak 
and ill-fed. Excessive use of ganja destroys 
appetite,undermines the vital powers, and leads to 
insanity in many cases. 

49, A moderate nse of bhang is made by pros- 
titutes as an aphrodisiac. 

5], The use of bhang and ganja is harmless 
from a criminal point of view. 

53 and 54, I think not. 

55. No, 

56. Already answered. 

58. I am perfectly acquainted with the system ; 
it works well as far as Gujarat is concerned. 

59. No improvement is necessary. 

60. No change is needed. 


65 to 67. I think no attempt should be made 





41 


ne 


The revenue in the same year amounted to Rs. 
2,800. Any attempt to raise revenue from this 
source will be regarded as a blunder by right- 
thinking people. The increase will be very small 
and the excitement and ill feeling among the 
lower classes will unnecessarily be created without 
any corresponding advantage. If Ks. 10 are 
levied on a maund, the total revenue in the Surat 
district will be about Rs, 1,480. If bhang and 
ganja are made as dear as liquor, the object will 
not be served, and people will take to drinking 
liquor so far as their means will permit. ‘ 

6. There are very few houses or shops, The 
cousumers do not behave badly. The houses are 
not in any way objectionable, 

69. People are not consulted. I do not think 
it necessary todo so. I am of opinion that the 
Municipality of the town should be consulted in 
respect to liquor and bhang and ganja shops. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 2, —(3) An Alkhada is a kind of private. 
club in the house of a private smoker of ganja 
where the people go to smvuke ganja. A man 
going there must ordinarily be kuown to the 
owner of the house, 


Question 84.—In Gujarat Kunbis and Kolis are 
the principal agricultural classes. They eat opium, 
Therefore very few cultivators in Gujarat take 
ganja, Again in Gujarat and Broach, liquor pre- 
vails ; and liquor drinkers do not take ganja or 
bhang. Only in cities is there any appreciable 
consumption by cultivators in Gujarat. As to 
the labouring classes, there is no consumption 
amoug skilled Jabourers, and the lower labouring 
classes as a rule take liquor. Artizans then do 
not as arule take hemp drugs, The consumption of 
hemp drugs in the whole of Gujarat is very 
inconsiderable, especially ganja. The evil effects 
on excessive ganja-smokers are appreciable, but 
only in excessive cases. These are very few ; that 
is to say, the extreme cases in which excessive cop- 
sumption has injurious effects are very few. I 
have seen occasionally a man ruined hy ganja; uot 
any one hopelessly ruined and unfit for every 
thing, These are found in cities and very rarely 
in taluka towns. One in fifty thousand there may 
be, but not more. If I examined all the Akhadas, 
I do not think I could find more than one or tivo. 
Ido not believe that six or seven social wrecks 
could be found due te ganja in any taluka town in 
Surat. You might find two or three ina place 
like Barsa. We find more such cases in respect to 
liquor. A true social wreck cannot be found, 
except lean emaciated fakirs who smoke ganja. 
They never had anything to lose and can hardly 
be said to be wrecks, 

As to their injurious effects on the people, 
I think that young men have died from liquor- 
drinking and that the effects of ganja and 
hemp are, compared with this, insignificant, The 
liquor habit is increasing among our people. Not 
so the use of drugs. There is no reaction here 
against liquor, I think that if the lower classes 
took to drugs instead of liquor, it would be to 
their advantage, especially bhang. Bhang is ad- 
mittedly harmless, even in excess. Opium-eating 
is better than ganja-smoking ; aud opium-smoking 





“to raise revenue, According to the accounts of 
the farmer, the total consumption in the Surat 
district in 1892-983 was as sbewn below: — 


B. Maunds. 
Ganja : ‘ . 103 
Bhang : é ‘ 45 


vol. Vii. 





is worse than ganja. 
Question 44,—Such work as moderate smokers 
have to do, they do well. Moderate smoking is 
harmless if accompanied with proper food. It 
assists hard work. 
I think seven out of every ten extremely exces- 
I 
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sive smokers would become insane ; not fit to go to 
the Colaba Asylum, but eveatures that are unfit for 
anything except smoking. I have seen such in 
temples, fakirs and such people, in temples all day 
smoking with red eyes. None of them insane 
such as you would send to the asylum. I have 
not sven an insane person from hemp drugs. I do 
not know, of course, how lunatic asylum statistics 
are prepared. Ido not think there isa popular 
helief that ganja makes a man mad, but that it 
oakes him thus indifferent to the affairs of life 
and taking to smoking at the temple. I am sure 
that there is no popular belief that ganja 1s respon- 
sible for alarge proportion of the lunatics iu 
asylums. I speak of Gujarat. 


2 


Question 59.—1 think that drugs are cheaper 
than liquor. If they are made equally dear, then 

ople will take to liquor, which is an objection. 
Also I think that for political and religious reasons 
the taxation of drugs should not be raised. I would 
not, however, abolish the preseut taxes, to which 
the people have become accustomed. The hold that 
the ascetics, sadhus and fakirs bave on the people 
cannot be overrated in its political connection with 
this question, It would bring agitation(at present 
confined to the higher classes) duwn to the lower 
classes, who follow these sadbus completely. The 
sadhus and fakirs use the drugs religiously. 





95. Evidence of Rao Banapvr Vyankatueso Bapust WaveKar, Deputy 
Collector, Ahmednagar. 


1, My duty requires me to examine ganja and 
bhang shops. It also brings me sometimes into 
contact with men cultivating ganja. 

2, Except round ganja all these definitions may 
be accepted for this province. These products are 
localiy known by the names here given iu this 
question, 

8. I have no knowledge of the districts where it 
spontaneously grows. 


4. It is not known by different names ip this 
district, since it does not grow here. 

5 and 6. The wild hemp plantis not grown in 
this district, so the information called for regard- 
ing it is not available, 

7. Yes. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
production of ganja, bhang and its seeds is made 
at the following places in this district in my 
charge in the quantity given against them— 


QuANTITY OF 
(ne nnn oe nme, 


Taluka. VILLAGE, Ganja. Bhang. 
(1 Kukane | 
2 ‘Tardi . - 
3 Mangrul | About 800 
Newasa. .¢ 4 Bhenda . > mannds of 
15 Chendule. | ganja. 
{6 Dewgari 
L7 Hivre ) 
8 Miri Maka . Only secd, a 


1 Tisgaum 
Shewgaum. 42 Nundanga 


3 Gevrai 


30 maunds 


of ganja. of bhang. 


bee maunds 
Kopergaum taluka produces 300 maunds of 
ganja ouly. 


8. Since the introduction of the Abkari Act, 
there bas been decrease in the area under cultiva- 
tion, owing to the restrictions imposed on the sale 
of ganja and the necessity of obtaining permission 
1o prepare ganja though not to grow it, 

9. Irrigated and well-manured black soil is 
required for its cultivation. 
like jowari. 
ve done every fortnight. 
ganja is about the eud of July. One month after 
the seed begins to germinate, a man is required to 
examine daily the plants and destroy the male 
oves, Jest they should cause the neighLouring 
female plants to fail. The hemp plant takes 
three months to produce flowering tcps. 


10. No. They are of the same class as other 
agricultural cultivators, 


It is sown exactly | 
Hoeing and weeding are required to | 
The season for sowing — 


{ 


ee SS eS ee ee 
eA eee a Sa, 


11 and 12. No. 


138. No, Its cultivation is common to all 
districts. It is grown in almost all the talukas of 
this district more or less except Jamkhed and 
Akola, the soil of which is not adapted to the cul- 
tivation of the bemp plant, which requires black 
rich soi], which is rare in these talukas owing to 
there being hills in them. The conilitions favour- 
able to the cultivation of this plant are hot cli- 
mate, black or red soil, and the rainfall should be 
moderate. 


14. All these products are prepared in this pro- 
vince, Where and to what eatent these are pre- 
pared are mentioned in answer No. 7. 


15. The preparation of the cultivated hemp 
plant is made in several particulars, such as (\} 
majum otherwise called yakuti, (2) gulkand, (3) 
boja, (4) bhang or ghota, (5) charas, The pre- 
paration of the cultivated hemp plant is made in 
several particulars, such as majum or yakuti, gul- 
kand, boja, ghoia, charas, khang and ganja. The 
methods of the preparation are as under :— 

Majum or yokuti.— First dried heads of ganja 
are perfectly cleaned and washed with water. 
Afterwards they are mixed with ghee in the pro- 
portion of four seers of ganja to one seer of ghee. 
Then the mixture is kept boiling continuously for 
two or three days, adding water to it to prevent 
the ghee being dried up and to extract the essence 
till the colour of the ghee is changed to green. 
Then it is filtered into another pot and allowed to 
remain undisturbed for some time. The green 
coloured ghee freezes and floats upon the surface 
of water. It is then gently taken out by means 
of blades of knives. This ghee is then mixed 
with melted sugar in tbe ratio of four seers of 
suyar to five tolas of the ghee, and other sweet- 
scented spices are added to it. The mixture is 
then formed into pieces called majum or yakuti. 


Gulkand.—Gulkand is prepared by a mixture 
of sugar and rose flowers, This mixture is kept 
for several days in the sun in an air-tight pot. 
Afterwards the heads of ganja are perfectly clean- 
ed and mixed with the so-prepared gulkand, which 
is chiefly used by some of the rich. 


Boja.— Sixteen seers of pounded jowari is first 
boiled and then dried up. To this kosbtkolanjan 
(22 tolas), bhang (two pounds), davana (five tolas), 
fine shoots of jowari (ten tolas), marwa (five tolas), 
and kachur (five tolas) are mixed. ‘This mixture 
is keptin a pot for one day and is then called 
boja, It is mixed with water in the ratio of 15 


seers of water to 30 seers of boja and filtered. 
The filtrate becomes useful for driuking purposes, 
and is used in the Sholapur district. 


Ghota.—For the preparation of ghota, bhang 
is taken and subjected to the operation of cleaning 
and washing several times, till it gets free from 
all dirt. 1t is then washed and filtered through 
cloth. The filtrate is then drunk either with or 
without milk and spices. This drink is termed 
bhang or ghota. 


Charas.—Charas is not specially prepared. It 
isa resinous matter of the hemp plant which 
sticks to the hands of those who harvest ganja. 


Ganja.—Ganja, which consists of flowering 
tops of cultivated female hemp plants is, after 
being dried and trodden, cleaned and washed with 
water five or six times, is then squeezed with the 
hand in order that it may be free from water and 
then smoked with tobacco, 


16. It is not prepared in fields but in houses. 
I meau the drink ealled bhang is not prepared in 
fields. The bhang leaves are brought from fields 
and are suljected to the process described in the 
last preceding answer that such preparation may 
serve asa drink, Wild hemp plant is a rarity in 
this district, so no ganja or charas is known to be 
prepared from it, 


17, Ganja and charas are prepared from the 
plant by cultivators. As to ganja which has to 
undergo some more process before it 1s consumed, 
the consumer makes it ready for use, washes it 
some five or six times and clearing it of its dirt 
and other impurities uses it. In the same manner 
bhang, otherwise called ghota, is made ready by 
the consumer himself. It is only majum which 
is sold ready-made by native perfumers, 


18. Yes. Ganja, bhang, and charas deteriorate 
by keeping them more than a year, Yes; after 
two years it looses its intoxicating effect entirely 
and becomes useless. Deterioration is more due 
to exposure than to anything else. Should these 
drugs be kept in boxes, or places which are air- 
tight and proof against moisture, etc., they would 
keep longer than usual. 


19. Ganja ond charas are used for smoking. 
Ganja in thix part of the country is also used by 
natives as tonic and to arrest the motions of 
bowels, It is given as medicine both to human 
beings and cattle. 


20. None except the ganja cultivators can get 
charas for smoking, being produced in very small 
quantity. It is therefore never brcught to market 
for sale. Ganja smoking is not restricted to ary 
particular class of people; but it is used by a 
majority of fakirs, bairagis, gosavis and other 
mendicants. There is hardly a villave in this 
district where it is notsmoked more or less by the 
above-named people or cultivators and other 
labouring class. 

21. As in this cistrict the only ganja produced 
is flat, no other bat the flat ome is used for 
smoking, 

22. Native charas is always used, 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, 


24, Eating of majum, a kind of preparation of 
hemp drug, is indulged in generally by debauchees. 
Their proportion is one percent. of the populati-n 
of this district. The preparation of hemp drug 
used for drinking called ghota is used hy Marwa- 
dis, bairayis anda few brahmins, The propor- 
tion of Marwaids is 20 per cent,, bairagis 90 
per cent., Brahmins ‘04 per cent, Eating pre- 
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vails in large plaees where native perfumes are 
scld. Drinking is prevalent at places where there 
is a Marwadi and bairagi population. 

25, There is no exact data on which to base an 
answer to this question. Our every-day experience, 
however, shows that the use of these drugs 
amongst higher classes is considerably on the 
decrease ; whereas the lower classes having taken 
more to the use of these drugs is on the increase. 
The cause of increase can be ascribed to the come 
paratively heavy rates of country and foreign 
liquors at which they are sold. 

26. (a) 16 per cent, 

(5) 10 per cent. 

(c) 5 per cent, 

(d) 3 per cent. 


27. These people are mainly taken from the 
following classes— 


(2) Labourers, (6) fakirs, (¢) beggars, (d) 
sadhus (ascetics), (¢) traders and servants. 
Beggars, fakirs and sadhus (ascetics) use it to 


allay hunger. The others use it for pleasure’s 
sake, 


28. (2) One quarter of an anna’s worth of 
ganja or bbang. 


(6) One anna worth of ganja or bhang. 


29. Tobacco is used ordinarily with ganja to 
make the latter burn easily, as it is used wet in 
smoking. Dhatura is more intoxicating. It is 
mixed by offenders to make their victims swoon 
when they waut to practise frand without being 
detected of the same. Bhang is mixed with al- 
monds, sugar-candy, ginger, cardamoms and poppy 
seeds by the rich. The poor use bhang with coarse 
sugar. The object. of mixing bhang with otber 
ingredients is to make it acold drink and give a 
kind o! flavour to it. The above-mentioned in- 
gredients constitute bhang magsala. 


30. Respectable persons use it in solitude. 
Their proportion is about 6 per cent. 30 per cent. 
useit incompany. Itis particularly confined to 
male sex, Some prostitutes do smoke, but their 
number is too small. Hardly any child uses it 
except for medicinal purposes, 


31. The ease or difficulty in forming the habit 
of consuming these drugs, I think, depends on 
one’s nature. It may be liked by some, while it 
may disagree with others. Experience, however, 
shows that it is difficult for those who are in the 
habit of using these drugs to breuk off the habit. 
Yes, there is a tendency in the case of all these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive, 


32. The god Shiv is foud of the bhang drink 
called ghota. So the devotees of the god Shivon 
a particular day called Shivaratri mix ghota with 
the juice of sugarcane and offer it to the god and 
use the remainder for themselves. LExevpt this 
custom, I am not aware of any other custom, cither 
social or religious. It 1s not regarded very essen- 
tial. 1t is temperate and is not likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit or otherwise injurious. 


33, It is regarded as vice by the public. The 
public opinion (social) is against the practice. 
The disrepute attached to the use of these narcotics 
is attributable to their intoxicating influence under 
which their user remains for some time. Before 
harvesting hemp plants are worshipped like other 
agricultural produce, the object being to invoke 
the assistance of the agricultural deity in securing 
cligible purebuse. 
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34, For some days at least the consumer fore- 
going the use of the drug would feel languid, 
dispirited, dejected and weak, But the effects of 
the disuse of the drug by tbe consumer would not 
be more serious than this. 


35. Yes, it would in my opinion be feasible 
to probibit the use of these drugs, The consumers 
are not materially benefited by the use of these 
drugs except that they feel cheerful while under 
its influence. Fakirs, bairagis, etc., who have no 
means at their command to enjoy themselves other- 
wise, seek enjoyment in the use of these drugs. 
Yes; the drug would be consumed illicitly. The 
prohibitien can, I think, be only enforced by 
prohibiting absolutely the cultivation of this drug. 
The prohibition would at the outset engender 
considerable discontent among the consumers, the 
majority of whom are beggars. Their discontent 
would never amount to a political danger, The 
prohibition, however, is likely to increase the use 
of alcoholic stimulants or other drugs less ex- 
pensive, such as dhatura, which is more injurious 
than hemp drug. 


36, At present there is no reason to apprebend 


that alcohol is being substituted for hemp drugs. | 


But the prohibition to use them might, it is feared, 
lead their consumers to the use of these drugs as 
labouring classes and beggars often stand in need 
of some intoxicating drugs to make light the effects 
of the fatigues of their labour. 


37. Yes. The former is more intoxicating. 
Charis has a more intoxicating effect than ganja, 
it being the essence of the hemp plant. It is used 
in smoking, simply by adding godakho to it; 
while gavja is first perfectiy cleaned and washed 
With water, and by mixing tobacco with the so- 
cleaned ganja it is used for smoking. Ganja is 
easily procurable at shops. But charas cannot be 
had in markets. 


38. Round ganja is not prepared in this part of 
the country. Flat ganja has a more intoxicating 
effect on consumers than chur, Chur is nothing 
but a powder-like substance that remains at the 
bottem of the ganja prepared and collected. Chur 
is used for smoking only; while ganja is used for 
various preparations, 

39, The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
eating the same or any otber preparation, hecause 
smoking is hurtful. It affects lungs and chest, 
produces cough and excessive heat in the system 
and dries up blood, While in drinking and eating 
it has a beneficial effect on the constitution, 
inasmuch asit cools the system. It is therefore 
consumed even by higher classes in the hot season, 


40. Yes. Bhang or ganja is mixed with 
powders made of other ingredients aud used in the 
treatment of cattle disease. 


41, The moderate use of ganja, bhang or charas 
is beneficial in its effects :— 


(2) It has a digestive power. 


(5) It gives staying-power under severe exer- 
tion or exposure and alleviates fatigue 


(c) It destroys the bad effects resulting from 
unwholesome water, 


The tendency of the people in using the drng 
is mainly to secure the effects stated above. The 
reference is applicable to the moderate habitual 
and occasional users. To the latter the effects are 
prompt and quick. 

42, The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
as well as beneficial, because it possesses the 
quality of exciting apretite and power of digestion. 
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It is also astringent, gives refreshing sleep, and 
enables its user to overcome the effects of fatigue. 


43. Yes. They are quite inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 


44, Habitual consumers do not get any intoxi- 
cating effect by a moderate use of any of these 
drugs. It is refreshing. It does not produce 
intoxication. It does not allay hunger; on the 
contrary it excites it. It creates appetite. The 
effect Jasts for a couple of hours, As to after. 
effects, there are practically none. Yes ; the want 
of subsequent gratification produces lunging and 
uneasiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
does not produce any noxious effects—physical, 
mental or moral. It would impair the constitu- 
tion to a certain extent should no substantial food 
be taken. Jt does not injure the digestion. It 
creates appetite. It arrests dysentery, Habitual 
ganja-smoking would alone canse bronchitis unless 
it is followed by substantial food. 1 have never 
heard that the use of these drugs canses asthma. 
It does impair the moral sense. It does not in- 
dnece Jaziness, but it leads the consumers to habits 
of immorality, It does not deaden the intellect 
or produce insanity if used in moderation. 


46, A person consuming any of these drugs 
excessively would, 1 think, be subject to all the 
harms referred to in the last preceding question, 
The excessive use of these drugs is also caleulated 
to dexden the intellect and produce insanity, I 
am unable to say whether the insanity due to 
habitual excessive use of these drugs is temporary 
or permanent, as I have seen only one or two eases 
of this kind, 

47 and 48. No. 


49. The moderate use of these drugs is said to 
be practised in a few instances as an aphrodisiac. 
It is so used by a few dissolute persons who are 
unable to afford to indulge in alechol, which is 
more expensive. It is never known to be injurious, 
nor is it known to produce impvtence. 


56. The excessive use of there drugs is never 
practised as an aphrodisiac. It is never prac- 
tised by persons of dissolute character. Tt js 
really more injurious than its use as an ordinary 
narcotic. lxcessive use is said to be productive 
of impotence, 


51, Bad characters are not necessarily habitnal 
moderate cousumers of any of these drugs. The 
moderate use of these drugs has no connection 
with crime in general or with any special crime. 


52. As the excessive use of these drags by bad 
characters is likely to expose them through their 
intoxicating effects, I think there is the least 
chance of excessive use of these drugs being 
made by bad characters, e 


£3. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs, 
I believe, incites to unpremeditated violence, 
know of two cases in which excessive ganja 
smokers became insane and were in the habit of 
throwing stones at passers-by, 


54, These drugs are never heard of being special» 
ly used by criminals with the express object of 
fortifying themselves to commit any act of viv- 
lence or other crime. 


55, Criminals in order to further their designs 
are known to induce their victims to partake of 
majum, a preparation of ganja, and thereby 
stupefy the latter. To secure complete stupefac- 


tion by means of this drug admixture of dhatura 
is said to be unecessary. 


56. (2) The effects of hemp used in moderation 
when modified by the admixture of foreign sub- 
stances except dhatura are harmless. 


(4) If used in excess they are injurious to 
health. 


lam not aware of an instance in which the 
admixture of dhatura for personal consumption 
is used, But I hear that dhatura is added some- 
times by criminals to majum for administering to 
their victims, when its effects are very dangerous. 
Oftentimes the victims turn out insane. 


57, Charas is never eaten or drunk as far as 
I know. It is either mixed with ganja or 
gudakho and smoked. Ganja is ouly smoked. 
Charas has a stronger effect. It stupefies oue at 
onee, that is, sooner than ganja, and the stupor 
lasts longer. Ganja ifsmoked stupefies one also 
at once but the stupor does not last long. When 
bhang is drunk as ghota or when majum is eaten 
it bas also stupefying effects like ganja. 


58. I consider the present system of excise 
administration in this province in respect of hemp 
drugs as working well, 

59. 1 do not think it is capable of any improve- 
ment. 

60. I think the process of its preparation is 
sufficiently controlled. As to its cultivation there 
is little need of control on it, 


61. Charas, as stated above, is produced in too 
small a quantity to find market for it. 
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little is produced is consumed in fields, So there 


is hardly any necessity for special measures to 
control the process of its preparation. 


62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is, I think, sufficiently con- 
trolled at present, 


63. I think the present system of (a) whole- 
sale (b) retail vend of (1) ganja, (2) bhang, or their 
preparations is free from any objection. 


64, I have no objections to the existing regula. 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs and their preparations, 


65. I think the taxation 
question is quite reasonable, 


66 and 67, No. 


68. As to such houses or shops there are none 
in this province. 


referred to in this 


69. The wishes of the people are consulted 
before a shop is opened in any locality. For this 
purpose application bearing the signatures of the 
residents in a locality issubmitted to the Collector, 
who sends it to the mamlatdar of the place for 
enquiry and report, Permission to open a shop 
is granted should the mamlatdar report that 
there is necessity for it. 


70. The production of hemp plants being 
abundant in this district, there is no importation 
or snuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 





26, Evidence of Kaan Bauavur Dapapaar Deensnau, Parsi, Zuzur Deputy 
Collector and Magistrate, Ist Class, Kaira. 


1, I had had opportunities for several years before 
1880 of coming into daily contact with a few 
persons, some of them in well-to-do cireumstances, 


offices, and foot and mounted constables, who were | 


habitual as well as occasional consumers of ganja. 
Some of them consumed it in excessive and some 
in moderate quantities ; some had, after indulgence 
in it in excessive quantities, reverted to modera- 
tion or ceased altogether to smoke ganja, Now and 
then I had had occasion to notice gangs of bairagis, 
fakirs, and such like wandering tribes, who resort 
to ganja-smoking as a rule, and with whom some 
of the persons referred to above by me used some- 
times toassuciate, Since 1882 I have been living 
ata short distance from people of the labouring 
classes, a very large portion of whom are addicted 
to ganjasmoking, After the receipt of Govern- 
mentorders, | endeavoured to seek information 
from every direction where I thought there was a 
possibility of my getting reliable particulars, 1 
have consulted police officers, abkari inspectors, 
licensed vendors of ganja and bhang, ganja and 
bhang consumers, inclading those who have given 
up the use of ganja after indulgence in it for 
some time, and friends in all the districts of 
Gujarat, who are more or less conversant with the 
subject. 

2. Charas and chur are not imported into and 
sold in thisdistrict, Flat ganja only is imported 
and sold in this district, and itis known as ganja. 
Bhang goes under that name only almost as arule. 
Sometimes it is called subji. 


3. I am not aware of any, 
4, Vide answer to No. 3, 
5 and 6. I do not know, 


7. For its fibre the hemp plant is cultivated in 
several talukas of the Kaira district. The follow- 


| ing are the particulars concerning it :— 
and others of the class of peons in Government | 
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Taluka. 








Area uuder cultivation | Area under cultivation. 
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Matar ee 24 2 19 
Kapadwanj 38 29 O4 6 
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8. Before the introduction of the Bumbay 
Abkari Act (Act V of 18738) hemp plant was 
cultivated in a small area in two of the villages 
of the Kapadwanj taluka of this district for the 
production of ganjaand bhang. ‘The seed required 
to be sown iu one bigha for buang was about 1) 
pounds. The largest yield of bhang per bigha in 
wood soil was about 25 local maunds, and the 
average yield in middle-class soil was from 5 to LU 
local maunds. In about 34 acres of land hemp 
plant for the production of bhang was cultivated 
in the village of Antroli. In about 26 guntas of 
land hemp plant for the production of ganja was 
cultivated in the village of Badarpur, In con- 
sequence of the restrictions imposed by the 
Abkari Act for the transport and export of ganja 
and bhang and for their sale and possession, the 
cultivation was given up as troublesome and un- 
remunerative. From a very reliable source I have 
been informed that hemp plant for the production 
of bhang was cultivated in a small area in the 
Paldi village of the Duaskrohi taluka of the 


Ahmedabad Collectorate; but the mamlatdar of 
Daskrohi, to whom a reference was made by me, 
has not been able to confirm my information. My 
informant, however, most emphatically assures me 
that it was cultivated. Its cultivation there was 
given up also since the introduction of the Bombay 
Abkari Act, 

9. The methods of cultivation of hemp plant for 
bhang aad ganja were almost similar to those 
described in letter No. 562, dated 30th August 
1893, from the District Deputy Collector of 
Bijapur, attached to letter No, 4752, dated 11th 
September 1493, from the Commissioner of 
Cus:oms, Salt, Opium and Abkari, to the Chief 
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. 


10. They were of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 


14. No. 


18. Bhang deteriorates in quality after one 
year, and ganja begins gradually ty lose its in- 
toxicating qualities generally after a year, and 
becomes unfit for smoking aiter two years, Tne 
above are the periods for which bhang and ganja 
remain good with ordinary care. Damp weather 
affects them, from which they ought to be pro- 
tected as much as possible. Want of such pre- 
cautions leads to their early deterioration, No 
special remedies are known which can preserve 
their quality from the effects of time. 

19. Charas is not at all imported for sale into 
Gujarat. Sometimes bairagis and fakirs bring it 
with them in small quantities, and prople who 
habitually associate with them are offered to 
smoke it, Ganja is almost exclusively used for 
smoking. To a very limited extent itis used in 
the preparation of majum or pak, or yakuti, The 
majum prepared with the admixture of ghi 
obtained by boiling small leaves with water and 
ghi does not deteriorate in as short a time as 
majum prepared with bhang ghi. Ganja majum, 
if prepared with care and skill, keeps good for 
about sis mouths, while bhang majam becomes 
rancid in half that period. 

20, In all localities, and generally ull classes of 
people smoke ganja. Those belonging to the 
higher classes of Himius as well as Musalmans do 
not smoke openly, and do not admit that they are 
aldieted to it. In the districts of Gujarat from 
four to five per cent, of the population are habitual 
gauja smokers; but as they almost, as a rule, 
belong to the class of male adults, the percentayre 
of ganja smokers to the male adult population may 
be said to amount to something like 14 per cent. 
The population of the town of Kaira, according to 
the last census, is 10,101, and of males of the age 
of 20 years and upwards, 2,881. ‘The total 
number of persons who indulge in ganja smoking 
are roughly estimated at 400. 

21, Flat ganja only is imported into the district 
of Gujarat for sale, 


22. Charas is not at all imported and sold. 
23. Bhang is not used for smoking, 


24. Allclasses of people more or less drink 
bhang during the hot season as a cool beverave ; 
but in the districts of Ahmedabad and Kaira its 
use is not so general as in the districts of Broavh 
and Surat. Well-to-do peopie use it in larger 
numbers than the poorer classes, b-cause bvang 
drink is a little expevsive when compared with 
ganja smoking, 

26. Charas is not at al! used, Bhang is used 
to a very limited extent only for drinking during 
the hot season, Asto the extent of the use of 
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ganja for smoking, please see answer to question 
No, 20, The use of ganja does not appear to 
have either increased or decreased to such an 
extent as to draw attention. ‘I'he chief consumers 
of the drug are bairagis, fakirs, aud mendicants, 
and people of the lower classes, Bairagis and 
fakirs live on alms, and are not able to spend 
much on intoxicants, which naturally confine them 
to ganja. The income of the lower classes is 
also very limited, and they, therefore, prefer 
ganja to other drinks or drugs as less costly, 
Ganja and bhang for the preparation of majum or 
vakuti, ar- not used to the same extent now as in 
former years. Before the introduction of the 
Bombay Abkari Act several persons in large towns 
used to make majum or yakuti of various quali- 
ties for sale. ‘Their trade in it has been put a 
stop to by the restrictions of the law. Persons 
of respectable classes in good pecuniary circume 
stances used to make majum or yakuli at their 
houses, and in some cases very costly, by the 
admixture of various ingredients and minerals. 
Members of the rising generation do not feel 
inclined to put themselves to all the trouble and 
expense required for yakutis of superior kinds 
in consequence of the facilities which have during 
the last few years increased for obtaining country 
confectioned liquor and foreign wines and spirits. 
Ganja, however, was to such a very limited 
extent required for majums and yakutis that the 
discontinuance of its use largely in that direction 
cannot be said to in any way have affected the 
quantity needed for general consumption. 


26. Out of 100 ganja smokers— 


Four to six persons may be said to be exces. 
sive smokers, ¢.¢., those who generally spend 
two or three pice a day on ganja. They, however, 
do not consume the whole quantity themselves ; 
but each of such consumers has one or two com- 
panions either wholly smoking his (excessive con- 
sumer’s) ganja, or contributing a little quantity 
out of his own (companion’s) stock, 

80 to 85 persons may be said to be moderate 
consumers, %¢., those who spend from one pie to 
three pies on ganja daily They also smoke it in 
company, as mentioned above, 

About 10 per cent. may be said to be occasional 
moderate smokers, z.¢., those who d» not themselves 
spend money on ganja, but avail themselves of 
the offers made by friends, and who, cousequently, 
do nt get ganja to smoke every day, 


These particulars must be taken as confined to 
the town of Kaira only, for which I have endea- 
voured to obtain particulars from several. ganja 
smokers. It must also at the same time be 
remembered that it is, after all, the guess work 
of a few smokers. 


27. Itis estimated that in the town of Kaira 
there are about 400 ganja smokers, of whom— 
about 200 are Brahmins, Banias, Shrawaks, 
Bhawsars, Sonis, Kunbis, ete. ; 
about 70 Musalmans; 
about 70 Dharalas ; 


about 60 Rajputs and travelling bairagis 
and mendieants, 


The same remark applies to this answer as to 
answer No, 26. 


28. Please see answer to question No, 26, 


29. (a) Tobacco is always mixed with ganja 
used for smoking, according to the taste and 
habits of the consumer generally, and an equal 
quantity of ganja and tobaccu is mixed together. 
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Some persons take one part of tobacco and two 
parts of ganja. 
Tobacco is mixed, it is said, for two re.sons, 
viz 
(¢) to suppress the bad smell of ganja, and 
(22) to moderate its effects on the throat, 


I have heard of two bairagis in Kaira who 
mixed some dhatura with ganja to smoke. One 
left Kaira several years ago, and the other, who 
had shifted to Kbumarevad, a village about 
5 miles from Kaira, has left that place lately. 


Bhang beverage by the well-to-do classes is 
prepared in the manner described in the Bijapur 
District Deputy Collector’s letter attached to the 


—Customs—Commissiouer’s letter No, 4752, dated 


to the Hindu and fakirs to the Muhammadan 
religion. They live on alms from their co-religion- 
ists, among whom liquor drinking is treated as a 
sin. Intoxication from liquor cannot be concealed, 
and bairagis and fakirs consuming it cannot hope, 
therefore, to receive sympathy and alms from the 
members of their communities. Liquor is at the 
same time too dear in comparison with the cost of 
ganja. Where a pice worth of ganja is su‘ficient 
to keep a man ina state of pleasant intoxication, 
a pint of liquor worth five annas would be re- 
quired. In the case of opium, there are no religi- 
ous obstacles; but as reyards the cost it cannot 
take the place of ganja. 


Bairagis, fakirs and mendicants, in order to doze 
awav their time and to remain free from the 





1lth September 1898, to the Chief Secretary to 
Government. Poor people mix black pepper and 
sometimes poppy seeds. Bhang massala is not 
kept here ready for sale; but consumers of bhang 
buy as many ingredients as they like, according 
to their taste and means, 


30. Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to bein company of at least one or two 
persons, except those who indulge in ganja smok- 
ing secretly. Generally speaking, ganja smoking 
is confined to the male sex, and adult persons of 
allages smoke it. After very minute enquiries 
I was able to ascertain that three females smoke 
ganja in the town of Kaira, One acknowledged 
tome that she smoked before, but gave it up 
about four or five years ago. The other two 
denied that they are ganjasmokers. Bhang 


beverage is partaken by f-males and children | 


sometimes; but ganja, almost as arule, is not 
given to children to smoke. 

31. The habit of smoking is acquired if it is 
smoked on being offered ten or fifteen times, It is 
not difficult to break off the habit if the man is 
able to practise great self-denial for a few days, 
as far as moderate consumers are concerned. Iix- 
cessive smukers, t.¢,, those who spend two or three 
pice a day on ganja, find much difficulty in leav- 
ing off the habit, and for some days suffer from 
want of appetite, indigestion, heavy stomach, 
ennui, and do not feel inclined to work, Moderate 
smokers suffer also in similar ways, but to a slight 
extent, and for about a week only. In some few 
cases the moderate habit develops into the exces- 
sive, but not to the same extent as is the case 
with regard to opium and liquor, 

33. Bhang drinking is not in any way looked 
upon as disgraceful or degrading, and so is the 
case with revard to the use of majum and yakuti. 
Of course, when proper limits are exceeded, and 
the consumer by excessive use acquires the habit 
of losing self-coutrol and becomes an annoyance 
to others, he is kept at a distance and called a 
“bhangari’”’ or “nisbakhor.” But the same is 
the case with regard to the use of intoxicating 
drinks or drugs of every description, With re- 
gard to gauja smoking the case is altogether 
different, as far as the higher classes are concerned, 
Among them the habit is certainly looked upon as 
unbecoming and disgraceful. Ganja is considered 
to be intended for mendicants, bairagis, and fakirs, 
and people of the lower classes whose means are so 
slender as to put it beyond their means to indulge 
in any other intoxicating drink or ding. 


It is not the custom here to worship the hemp 
plant on any occasion. 

34. As far as bairagis, fakirs and mendicants are 
concerned, it would be a serious privation to them 
to be deprived of ganja smoking. Bairagis belong 
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ettects of ennui, require some intoxicant, and they 
as well as their co-religionists have for ages beeu 
accustomed to look upon ganja as the only drug 
suitable for their purpose. As long as there is 
nothing else equally cheap and effective to take 
the place of gunja, the consumers as well as the 
ignorant public would view any restrictions in the 
way of ganja as a design to force people to have 
recourse to alcohol and a danger to their religion. 


As regards numbers, please see answer to ques- 
tion No, 20. 


35. Please ses answer to question No. 34. The 
prohibition may not perhaps inmediately amount 
to anything like a political daneer; bat the dis- 
conteut among the lower and ignorant classes 
would be so great as may lead to serious em- 
barrassments on some critical oceasion. Entire 
prohibition is, therefore, not advisable. As 
regards recourse to alcohol or any other drug, 
please see answer to question No. 34. 


36. Please see answer to question No, 25. As 
far as the use of bhang and ganja for the pre- 
paration of majum and yakuti is concerned, 
ulcohol is to a very great extent substituted for 
those drugs. Those who are able to mix freely 
with Hindus and Muhammadans of higher classes 
need no proof in satisfaction of the above facts. 
It is an admitted fact and open secret that Hindu 
youths and middle-aged men have of late years 
greatly addicted themselves to the use of confec- 
tioned country liqnor and foreign wines and 
spirits ‘Ibe vice has also to some extent spread 
among the Mubammadans in the Ahmedabad and 
Kaira districts. Formerly, ia Ahmedabad, at two 
or three shops, confectioned country liquor was 
sold to a limited extent. Now-a-days it is sold 
at a good many shops in the city and talukas, 
and the same is the case regarding the Kaira 
district. ‘those who, under the old state of 
things, Would have remained consumers of majums 
and yakutis have become liquor drinkers, 


87. It has already been stated above that 
eharas is not imported into and sold in the dis- 
tricts of Gujarat. Those who have on some 
occasions smoked charas say that*its effects are 
much stronger than those of ganja, and that a 
very small quantity of it produces great intoxi- 
cation, In their opinion there is no further 
difference, 

38. As flat ganja only is sold here, consumers 
are not able to furnish any information on this 
point. 

39. Bhang is used for drinking prrposes only 
and ganja for smoking, except when used for 
majum and yakuti. 


40. Bhang is used by native doctors in pills 


given to check dysentery. In the treatment of 
cattle disease bhavg or ganja is not used in this 
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part; but ganja in a small quantity mixed with 
jagri is given to horses sometimes to enable 
them to perform long journeys without much 
feeling, through intoxication, the effect of fatigue. 


41, (a) Those who are babitual moderate consum- 
ers of ganja do not feel hunger till they have 
smoked it. It cannot be said, however, to be 
beneficial in the sense of increasing the appetate or 
strengthening digestion, For a few days—say 
about a week—in the commencement, the consumer 
finds his appetite on the increase; but thereafter 
he reverts to the normal quantity of his meals. In 
their cases ganja smoking does not assist digestion. 
In the case of occasional consumers it assists 
digestion, and is smoked with that object after 
heavy meals at dinner parties. 


(2) Consumers think that ganja smoking helps 
them to undergo exertion and fatigue better by its 
aid than otherwise they would be ; but those who 
have smoked it for some years and given it up 
think that it is a mere delusion; that simply in 
consequence of the effects of intoxication fatigue 
is for a short time not felt on some occasions, 


(c) Ganja is never used as a febrifuge. Bhang 
is drunk in fever cases by some persons, though 
nota large number, with a view to keep down the 
temperature of the body. 


(@) To ward off the effects of bad water- 
supply, ganja is considered by all smokers to be a 
sovereign remedy. Travellers in tracts where the 
water-supply is not good use it, according to their 
opinion, with beneficial results, as far as the effects 
of bad water are concerned. 


Persons in well-to-do circumstances belonging 
to high castes do not, except in rare cases when 
travelling, smoke ganja to counteract the effects of 
bad water-supply, and do not also use it with a 
view to create appetite or strengthen digestion, 


42. Except as mentioned above, the use of ganja 
is not in any way beneficial. As far as moderate 
use is concerned it is not barmful if of good 
quality and well washed and cleansed before 
brought iuto use, provided the consumers are in a 
position to get a proper quantity of food and milk 
or ghi ina smal! quantity. To debilitated con- 
stitutions it proves injurious and gives rise to 
bronchitis, asthma, and lung diseases. It affects 
the sight also. 
impairs virile powers more or less in all cases, and 
specially of those persons who are not able to get 
sufficient food. I have come to these conclusions 
on a consideration of the constitutions of a good 
many ganja smokers whom I have seen from day 
to day for a good length of time, as well as on a 
consideration of the account I have been able to 
collect from others. 





It is very bot in quality, and | 


ae 


48, Yes. i 


44, The habitual consumers in moderate quan- 
tity of ganja feel hunger soon after they have 
smoked it. It produces intoxication, aud conse- 
quently the smokers feel themselves refreshed ; 
but really speaking such is not the case iu its pro- 
per sevse. Habitual moderate consumers geue- 
rally smoke it thrice a day, viz., in the morning, 
at noon, and in the evening, Except ina few 
cases, the effects of the morning chi!lum lasts till 
noon, and of the noon chillum till the evening. 
Iu a few cases the effects do not last for more 
than 2 or 24 hours. Ifa consumer does not get 
his chillum at the proper time, he fee!s a slight 
headache and uneasiness and a longing for it. 


45. Please see answer to question No. 42 as 
regards the effects of ganja smoking. 


In some cases of young persous ganja smoking 
for a year or two induces habits of debauchery, 
but not to a greater extent than is caused by other 
intoxicants. It does not generally induce laziness 
or impair the moral sease. Except when taken 
excessively ganja smoking does not produce in- 
sanity, or, except in a few cases, affect the intellect. 


47, No. 


49. Yakutis and majums made of bhang and 
ganja ghi are used by lustful persons, generally 
males, with a view to strengthen the power of 
duration in the act of sexual intercourse, Such 
use repeatedly tends to weaken the constitution 
and impairs, after a time, virile powers. 


50. Excessive use of ganja for smoking for a 
length of tine tends to produce impotence. 


51. No iastances are known to me in which 
ganja smoking or bhang drinking can be connected 
with crimes of a general or special character. 
Gamblers belonging to lower classes are generally 
ganja consumers, 


52, Please see answer to question No, 51 


53. No such instauves have come to my know 
ledge. 


54. No such instances are known. 


55, No such instances are known. The con- 
sumers think that, without admixture of some 
other drug, ganja smoking does nut produce such 
complete stupefaction as to enable criminals to 
succeed in their desigus on their victims. 


68. No. 


69. Generally not. The use of bhang and 
ganja in these parts is so very small that it seems 
to be a matter of no consideration whether local 
public opinion is consulted or not, 





27. Evidence of Rao BaHaDUR BHaskak Rao Ramcwanpra Hesuikar, Brahmin, 
Deputy Collector, Sholapur. 


1, I bad ‘to examine in my official capacity 


8. In no district of which I have acquaintance 


several shops selling bhang or ganja, and used to | does the hemp plaut grow spontaneously, 


make enquiries for the purposes of my administra- 
tion reports. I have also made investigation into 


the facts of the case, specially now as directed by 
Government. 


2. They may be accepted. They are locally 
known as (1) ganja, (2) bhang, and (3) charas, 


4. I know of one name (ganja) by which tiie 
plant is called. 


5 and 6. I have no information about wild 


hemp, as it does not grow in any of tho districts 
of which I have knowledge. 
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7. The hemp pliant is grown tor production of 
ganja and bhang only. It is cultivated in Surdi 
and Manegaum in Barsi taluka, in Kowta in 
Sholapur taluka, and in Kasegaum in Pandbarpur 
taluka. The cultivation extends to 45 acres and 
25 gunthas in the Sholapur district, on au aver- 
ae struck from figures of thirteen years. The 
minimum estent of cultivation was J]1 acres in 
Barsi in the vear 1883, and the maximnm was 100 
nerves and 27 gunthas in Barsi and Pandharpur 
in 1875-76, 


8. There has been no evnsiderable inerease or 
decrease recently. 


9. The land is first’ prepared and manured at 
the rate of about two cart-loads per acre. The 
seeds are cast and beds are prepared as for garden 
crops with a view to water the crop. The male 
plants are subsequently removed. for the first. 


month the crop is watered every week and a little | 


later afterwards. 


10. They are of the same classes as other culti. 
vators. 


1] and 12. No, 


13. Leannot say that the cultivation is restricted, 
I think it can be grown in any black soil as 
a garden crop in a hot climate where the rainfall 
is not excessive, as it is in the Conean, 


14. Yes. Only ganja and bhang are prepared. 
The places and the extent to which they are grown 
have been named in the answer to question 


No. T. 


15. No wild hemp plant is to be found in this 
province. 

The only products prepared are (1) bhang, (2) 
ganja, From bhang ghetais prepared by the drug 
being well rubbed and mixed with milk or juice of 
sugareane With some spices, as almonds, saffron, 
ete. This is drunk. There is another preparation 
called majum which is made from bhang. Bhang 
is washed clean and water is squeezed off. Ghee 
is then applied to it, and the mixtnre is then boiled 
in water for about two days, The liquid part is 
then extracted and mixed with syrup of sugar and 
hardened. The substance is then made into square 
pieces and sold under the name of majum. This 
is eaten. The method of preparing boja is as 
follows :— 

Jowari is coarsely ground and put in water for 
a few hours. It is then poured into boiling water. 
Bhang is well warmed in au iron pen and nicely 
powdered and then put into the boiling jawari, 
Some spices, as koshta, kolinjana and kuchla are put 
into the mixture and removed from the fire after 
the whole mixture is well boiled. Some quantity 
of water is then added to it, and the liquid squeez- 
ed off, which is called boja. 


Ganja is used for purposes of smoking only, 
mixed with dried leaves of tobacco. It is never 
smoked singly. 

16, Yes; except majum and boja, which are 
sold in shops. Whether it can be prepared from 
the hemp plant, wherever grown, or from wild 
plants, cannot be explained, as the plant is only 
cultivated here, 


17. Ganja is used by weavers, fakirs and 
bairagis more than others. Bhang isin the same 
way used by Marwaris, Boja is used by Mahars 
and other low castes. Majum is also used by 
Marwaris to a greater extent than others, These 
drugs are also used by all other castes, except boja 
to a very smail extent. 


18. Yes, they do, 
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Nothing is ksown about 


charas, as it is not used here. Bhang and ganja 
entirely lose their effects after one year, It 
deteriorates sooner ly being kept in damp places, 
The only measure that can prevent deterioration 
is to keep the drug in a warm place unexposed, 


19. Ganja is used only for smoking in the dis- 
tricts of which I have knowledge. Charas is not 
used here. 


20. The people who smoke ganja generally are 
weavers, Pardesis, Fakirs, Gosavis, Bairagis and 
some Muhammadans, The smoking of cbaras is 
not prevalent. The proportion of those smoking 
ganja in villages is insignificant, The use is 
much prevalent in cities and large towns, where 
the above classes of people are found in large num- 


bers. Amongst these also the proportion of ganja 
smokers is one per cent. 


21. Flat ganja is generally used, and not round 
ganja or chur in these parts. 


22. Charas is not used in these parts, 


23, Bhang is not used for smoking in theee 
parts. 


24, Bhang is used for drinking by people in 
cities and large towns only. Itis only the Mar- 
waris who use it as ghota in the hot season as a 
cooling draught. Some of the other classes use 
the drink on the day of Maha Shivaratra in the 
night time. The number of these is insigni- 
fieantly small. The proportion of habitual drink- 
ers in cities and towns is one in a thousand of the 
whole population. ‘The low classes in cities use 
boja for drinking. Their proportion is one per 
cent. of the whole population. 


Bhang is eaten in the shape of a preparation 
called majum. Its use is not confined to any par- 
ticular class, nor can the proportion be clearly as- 
certuined, 


25. The use of ganja seems to he stationary, 
and also of charas or bhang. ‘The area of cultiva- 
tion has not increased or decreased appreciably, as 
appears from the figures of 1% years, Ganja is 


sold dearer every year, and hence the inerease in 
revenue due from license-holders. 


26. Among four hundred consumers, the pro- 
portion may be put down as follows :— 


Ganja— 
(a) 240. 
(b) 25. 
(c) 100, 
(7) 25. 


The same fignres may be accepted for bhang 
in all its preparations taken together. No figures 
ean be supphed for chur. 


27, They are taken from salis (7. ¢.), weavers, 
bairagis, gosavis, and fakirs, who ave generally 
of sedentary halts. Those who work general] y 
use the drug on account of its cheapness and as 
a stimulant after fatigue. ‘hey are generally 
poor. Gosavis, hairagis and fakirs are generally 
men of idle halits, and desire to while away their 
time in a state of iutoxication, 


Cost. Quantity, 


28. (2) Habitual 
consumers. 
(6) Habitual 3 pice. L anna, 14 tola. 2telas. 
excessive con- 
sumers, 


1 pice. 2 pice. 4 tola, 1 tola, 
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29. Dried tobacco is only mixed with ganja by 
all smokers when smoking. Nothing else is mixed 
with it. Whatis mixed with bhang is already 
stated in the answer to question No. 15. Dhatura 
is never used in any of the mixtures, The object 
of using tobacco is to make the preparation easy 
for smoking, In the different preparations of 
bhang, the liquid is used for making the drag 
drinkable or eatable. The other ingredients are 
mixed only to give it good taste or flavour. 


30. Bhang is generally prepared and drank 
privately, either singly, or in company of friends 
and relations. Ganja smokers form a company in 
several places, The use is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to adults. The drugs are not used 
by children. 

31. The habit is easily formed. It ts a little 
difficult to break off the practice of smoking ganja, 
The tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive is to be found amongst smokers 
and not amongst eaters or drinkers. 

32. There is no such custom, social or religious, 
It is only on the night of the Maha Shivaratra 
that some persons use the bhang drink; but the 
use is neither essential nor much prevalent, 


83. The smokers of ganja are held in disrepute. 
This may be said to be social public opinion. 
Those who use bhang are not so regarded. Ganja 
smokers are held in disrepute on account of their 
mental derangement, which results from the use 
of the drug. Hemp plant is not worshipped by 
any sects of the people. 


834, I do not think it would, except in a few 
cases of ganja smokers. If any would be made to 
forego, he would gratify his craving by means of 
tobacco. There would be hardly any privation in 
the case of other preparations. 

35, I do not think the entire prohibition of the 
drug in places adjacent to foreign territory is 
feasible. The drug will be easily consumed 
illicitly. The prohibition ean be enforced by pro- 
hibiting the cultivation of the drug. I think 
that the prohibition would eause serious discontent 
amongst excessive consumers only of ganja. 
There will be no politienl danger. I do not think 
that the prohibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs to any ap- 
preciable extent, 

36, There is no reason to think so. 


37. Charas is not used in these parts, and so 
the difference in effect cannot be explained, 


38, Flat ganja is generally used, and not round 
ganja or chur in these parts. I think flat ganja 
is more appreciated than round ganja, the effect 
of intoxication being greater in the former thay in 
the latter. 


39, Smoking seems to be more injurious than 
drinking or eating. Smokers generaliy appear to 
be pale and weakened in constitution. The 
«mental derangement amongst smokers appears to 
be appreciable. These effects do not appear to 
have been caused by drinking or eating the drug 
iv any form, 

40, No. Bhang is sometimes used in the case 
of some cattle diseases as a tonic or cooling 
draught. \s 


41. Bhang may be to a certain extent as a 
cooling dranght, as the general impression is, 


{2} Not as a food accessory but digestive. 


(b) Bhang may alleviate fatigue without pro- 
ducing bad effets. 


(c) No, so far as I know. 


Marwaris use bhang as a cooling draught after 
exhaustion in the hot season. Seventy-five per 
cent. of them use the drug. Among consuroers 
of ganja, the same number may be said to use it 
for one purpose or other mentioned in (b). 


42. I consider that the moderate use of the 
drug, except smoking ganja, seems harmless. [ 
have not come across any instavees in which the 
use of the drug in any other form has caused any 
appreciable injury, bodily or mental, 

43. Yes, they are. 


44. He feels a craving, and consequently the 
gratification seems to refresh him. It produces 
intoxication, during which the user may not feel 
the keenness of hnnger. Ganja does not seem to 
create appetite as bhang or majum seems to do, 
The effect of intoxication seems to last for two or 
three hours. ‘There seem to be no after-effects, 
except those produced by gradual use. The want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing aud 
consequent uneasiness. 


45, ven moderate use of ganja for smoking 
produces noxious effects, both physical and mental. 
lt dors impair the constitution. It seems to injure 
the digestion and cause asthma. Jt induces 
laziness ; but does not seem to lead to habits of 
immorality or debanchery, It seems to deaden 
the intellect. I have not seen instances in which 
the moderate use of the drug has produced in- 
sanity. Long use produces mental derangement, 
making the user untit for any work requiring 
proper exercise of the intellect. 

46, The effects are in the same wav more 
noxious in proportion. The excessive use of ganja 
by men of weak brains may produce insanity. I 
know of only one instance of the kind. 


47. No, 


48. No, In the case i have quoted in my arswer 
to question No. 46, I have seen that the children 
of the consumer have not been affected in any way. 

49, It is learnt that the moderate use of these 
drugs is practised as an aphrodisiac by prostitutes, 
and it is thus more injurious than its use as an 
ordinary narcotic. The use of the hemp does not 
seem to produce impotence as a direct effect. 

50. There seems to be no difference, except in 
the degree of its effects. 


51 and 52, 1 have not learnt that there are. I 
do not think that any such direct counectioa can 
be traced, 


53. No, neither. 
54. I know of no instances, 


55, Yes, there have been a few instances in 
which bhang was mixed with food in some shape. 
I do net think complete stupelaction can be thus 
induced. 


56. The admixture of ganja with tobacco makes 
smoking easier, und that of milk or juice cf 
sugarcane makes bhang agreeable as a drink, and 
the effect is sooner produced. Bhang is sometimes 
mixed with fried substances, in which form also 
it acts sooner, 

57. I have never seen it eaten or drunk, nor 
have I heard in my enquiries that they are. 


58. I think it is working well, but seems to 
require Improvement in two respects, 

59 and 60. he cultivation and harvesting of 
ganja or bhang are not properly controlled, No 
special inspection is made of its cultivation, nor is 
the erop kept under proper supervision, so as ¢ 
prevent illicit esport or sale. ‘There is nuthing to 


7. Hemp plant is cultivated in Khandesh to | 


prevent illicit sale to anyone having no permit or 
license to sell the drug, 


61. No; and so I cannot answer tke question. 


62. I think it should be, and it would be 
feasible. The Abkari Inspector may go to the place 
where the crop is grown at the time of the bar- 
vest, bave it reaped in his presence, kept tn a room 
under his seal, and sold to retail vendors in his 
presence. Theeultivator of the drug should be 
required to give notice of the date of reaping the 
crop, and the time when the retail dealers may re- 
quire the drug for sale. 


63. The objection to the system of wholesale 
sale of bhang and ganja is stated above, ‘The 
system of retail sale is open to one objection, which 
is that the rates are not fixed by Government. 
This leaves the retail seller at liberty to unduly 
profit himself at the expense of the consumer. I 
should say that the rates should be fixed as in the 
case of opium aud other like things. 


51 


64 


65. 1 think it is, so far as the present system is 
concerned. Some change will have to be made if 
the rates of retail sale will be fixed. 


66. No. 


67. No, except as stated in my answer to ques- 
tion No, 63. 


68, None. 


69. Representations from the people are consi- 
dered; but there is nothing which can be called 
local option. ‘The number of shops is practically 
the same as it was before. If the general public 
opinion bein favour of the removal of the shop, it 
should, I think, be considered, 

70 I know not of any. I think the imposition 
of duty on drugs used in British territory is evaded 
in very rare instances, 


None. 





28. Evidence of Rao Banavur SrrarRam Damopar, Huzur Deputy Collector, 
Khandesh. 


1, As Daftardar (Personal Assistant) to the 
Collector of Khandesh, I have seen the whole of 
the Khandesh district during the years 1890-91, 
1891-92 and 1892-93 and have come across men 
smoking ganja and drinking preparation made 
from bhang, have made enquiries with them as 
to the effect of the drug, and have seen hemp 


plant fields. 


2, These definitions might be accepted for this 
district. It would, however, be well to note that 
in Sanskrit the plant is known as “ Vijaya” 
(promoter of success), and the Hindu mythology 
gives the history of it, that the plant was pro- 
duced when the gods were churning the ocean 
with Mount Maudara. The preparation from it 
is held as a favourite drink of Iudra, the Hindu 
deity. 

In this district the distinctions of ganja, such 
as flat, round or chur, are not taken into con- 


sideration. Ganja of all the three descriptions | 


is taken under one general head “ Ganja,” and 
no preference is given to one over the other, 
Bhang likewise 1s known under one general head, 
“Bhang,” and the three names given are not 
used to draw any distinction in its kind. 


desh District. 


| apart. 
| perienced man, who is able to distinguish mule 


| spection work is done every week, 
3and 4, Not to my knowledge in the Khan- | 


9. The land selected for the cultivation of 
this plant is generally black or dusky white. 
This is richly manured every year and the cost 
of the manure is roughly estimated at Rs, 15 
per acre. Inthe month of May or earlier, the 
ground is well ploughed, and at the commence- 
went of the season, which period the culti- 
vators call “ mriga nakshatra ’? (commence- 
ment of June), the seed is sown in harrows, 
The estimated quantity of seed required per 
acre is 2${b. From the date the seed is put 
in the ground the shoots germinate after eight 
days, and in about a month the plant reaches the 
height of about one foot. When this height is 
arrivd at the side leaves or shoots are all 
removed so as to give the fullest strength to 
the stem to thrive in height, which is not the 
case if side shoots or branches are not removed, 
The removing of side shoots is continued till the 
plant comes to the height of three or four feet. 
‘he cultivation of seed is generally two inches 
After the plant is a month old, an ex- 


from female plants, goes to the field and roots 
out all the male plants. This pahani or in- 
and at each 
time the male plant and “ ardh-nari ” (half male 
and half female) plants are extirpated. Removal 





a very small extent. The object of the culti- 
vation is to produce ganja, and with it the bhang, 
and for neither the fibre seed nor for to produce 
charas. The cultivation of this plant is confined 
to the Jalgaon taluka, in which an area of about 
30 acres was cultivated last year. 


8. There has been a decrease in the area culti- 
vated with these plants. Ihe reason for the 
decrease, as given by the cultivators and owners 
of fields, is that the profit from the cultivation 
is uncertain and less remunerative than other 
crops. Also it is found that the cultivation of 
this plant in Khandesh requires great trouble 
avd more expense than in Nimar and the Cen- 
tral Provinces, the climate of which agrees 
more favourably for the production of these 
drugs than the climate of this district. 
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of such plant ces the cultivation scattered. The 





| plant stands for about, fifteen days without rain ; 


but after that time, if there is no rainfall, the 
field is watered every teu or fifteen days, 
and to allow this being done, bagait land, with 
means of irrigation either by a well or pat, is 
selected for cultivation of this plant. ‘he plant 
generally flowers in November ; and in December 
the flowering tops are cut and collected. (A 
photograph of ganja field is appended.) 

10. The ordinary cultivators cultivate this 
plant in addition to other crops, There is not a 
special class of cultivators for this cultivation 
in Khandesh, 


11. No. 
12. Not in Khandesh. 


13. No restriction is placed on the cultivation 
of this plant; but it being less remunerative, as 
k 2 


explained in paragraph 8, cultivators in other parts 
do not care to take to this cultivation. It could 
be cultivated in any part of Khandesh in ordinary 
good soil, and the elevation of land from sea- 
level, climate, ete., are not agaiust the cultivation. 


14, Ganja and bhang are manufactured in 
Khandesh in Jalgaon taluka to a small extent, 
and the quantity manufactured is estimated at 700 
Indian maunds (a maund equal to 40 seers) of 
ganja and of about 30 maunds of bhang. 


15. The flowerine tops are cut with a bill-hook 
in December, as mentioned in paragraph 9, and 
arranged in a layer of about a foot high ona 
ground well-beaten and the floor cow-dune. The 
side flowering tops are then cut and placed in the 
hollow places of the bed so made. This being 
done, men (generally) commence squeezing the 
layer with the sole of their feet. This is done in 
the early morning, and after it, the layer is turned 
up and exposed to the heat of the sun, and 
allowed to remain so till the mornine of the next 
day, when the same operation of squeezing com- 
mences, The process is carried for three days, and 
the garjais then fit to be stored up. The tender 
leaves which fall from the tops are collected and 
stored as bhang. This is all the process employed 
in Khandesh for manufacturing ganjaand bhang. 
As regards preparation for smoking, the ganja is 
first well soaked in water, and, removing the seed 
and stems therefrom, the leaves ave washed in 
several changes of water. It is then squeezed 
Letween the two palms to extract water, and then 
it is considered fit to go to the pine. In using it, 
one part of ganja to three parts of the tobacco 
are generally taken, and the two well mixed up. 
This being done, good charcoal or coir yarn five 
is placed on it and smoked. The process will be 
better known from the photograph (No. 4) append- 
ed. In the case of bhang, the leaves only are 
taken and ground on a currystone, admixing 
therein pepper and other ingredients. When all 
is ground very fine, it is strained through cloth 
and the exeretal is thrown away. The extract so 
taken is generally mixed with milk in the propor. 
tion of one to three parts of milk, and then 
it is poured up and down, which is considered 
necessary for thorough mixture. This being 
done, the bhang preparation is fit for being drunk. 
The process woald be better understood from the 
photograph (No, 5) appended. For eating the 
decoction of bhang, it is mixed with sweet things 
richly spiced, sometimes with almonds, saffron 
or musk, and kept ready for consumers, This, 
- however, is very little consumed in Khandesh. 


16. It is prepared in their houses. The other 
portion of the question requires no reply. 


17. It is general with all Hindus and Muham- 
madans, specially mendicants, such as gosavis, 
bairagis and fakirs ; with others sparingly. It is 
therefore difficult to say which particular class use 
it and which not, 


18. It does deteriorate in keeping, and, if kept 
for more than a year, it is fit to be thrown away 
asmanure. With ordinary care it keeps good 
for 12 months. The causes of deterioration are 
that the resinous substanee with which it is 
pressed is entirely dried up and evaporates from 
the leaves, and thereby the intoxicating qualities 
are lost. By keeping this article air-tight it 
might help to prevent its being deteriorated soon. 
But, since this has not been tried, nothing defi- 
nitely could be said in that direction. 


19. Charas is not known in Khandesh. Ganja 
is known and ts used for smokivg only and for 
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no other purpose, to my knowledge, in this dis- 


trict. 


ann cies ieee tame nena catamaran tla piece ATT OLE AE TAO, 


2 poensammnseneeneinssisnoanensaass unsaneiowre 


20. I would refer to my answer to question 17, 
and add that, amongst gosavis 90, buairagis and 
fakirs 70, pardeshis 50, and from other classes 
5 per cent. of the Hindu and Mubammadan 
population smoke ganja. It is common through- 
out the district, and not confined to a particular 
portion or locality. 


21. I would refer to my answer to question 2. 
No distinction is observed in Khandesh as regards 
its kind. 


22. Requires no reply, since charas is not used 
in Khandesh. 


23, No. 

24. The same proportion as in question 20, 
Those who are for the drug use it in either way. 
No special class can be shown. 


25, Not on an increase, but might be said to be 
on the decrease. The reason for the decrease 
appears to be (1) that there is now less tendency 
towards encouraging the sect of gosavis, bairagis, 
and fakirs, and consequently their number is fast 
diminishing; (2) that the old religious seruples 
against using alcoholic drinks are dying away 
and therefore those whose inclination is excited to 
indulge iu intoxication go to the latter, leaving 
the former, and this is what appears to be the 
cause of decrease, 


26. Ganja and bhang collectively 


(a) ; ; . : _ diucreasty 
(0) 4 . . : eRe 
(c) P : : : 4 25 
(7) 4 ‘ ’ : : 10 


27. lor (a) from pardeshis, (2) gosavis and 
fakirs, (c) and (d) pardeshis and others collec- 
tively. Under (a) and (4) the men who have 
resigned all worldly care and are seautily clad 
and fed and sheltered have, in order to forget 
their sufferings, contracted the practice. In the 
ease of others, it is regarded as a stimulant. The 
practice of drinking bhang amongst the pardeshis 
is chiefly due to the fact that they are originally 
the natives of Northern India, and as ganja or 
bhang is the ordinary staple nareotie plant in that 
province, they get into the habit of using this 
drug as a drink. The preparation made for 
drinking is termed thandai (cooliug draught), and 
the general belief is that it keeps them cool from 
the excessive heat of the country, because the 
effect of this drink is cooling. 


28. (a) Half or one tola of the drug, and in 
price § or | anna. 
(b) Three to five tolas, and in price $ or 5 
annas the value of the drug, 


29. Ordinarily, the bLhang is ground and 
drunk with sugar, pepper, and a little milk, and 
the following ingredients are used for an excep. 
tional or luxurious drink :— 


English name, Proportion* 
Tolas, 

Bhang : . . . . . . 2 
Poppy seed , ‘ . ‘ . 4 
Aniseed . : : Z , ; 3 
Black pepper 4 . 1 
Kachani : : , { i P 4 
Seeds of musk melon, water melon or cucumber 1 
Rose flowers 4 - ‘ C P r 1 
Almond seed r : A . 4 
Sugarcandy : . : . : . 1) 
Milk ; . / - . » half « seer 
Water . . . 3 ° - one and-a- 


half seer 


Dhatura is not used as an ingredient, but is 
sometimes admixed in common joke to befool 
any of their companions. 


30, Bhavg and ganja is consumed chiefly by 
gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, and other religious men- 
dicant classes. It is consnmed to a considerable 
extent by banias, Marwaris, and pardeshis. Now 
and then a Kunhi or Brahmin may be seen smok- 
ing ganja or drinking bhang; but the practice 
ig not common. 

Among the Brahmins and the higher classes it 
is carried on in solitude, as it is considered a 
vice. Both these drugs are taken in solitude and 
in company. Its cousumption is confined chiefly 
to the male sex. Itis very seldom that a man 
below the age of 25 takes to these habits; but 
when once the habit is formed, it geverally does 
not leave them till death. 1 have not heard of 
children constming any of these drugs. 


Charas in unknown in these parts; so that there 
is Dothing to say about its consumption. 


31, The habit of taking either ganja or bhang 
is not easily fermed. Occasional smokers of 
ganja and drinkers of bhang are seen hundreds of 
times using it; but they have no craving for it, 
Bairagis, fakirs and other mendicant classes who 
pretend to a celibate life, form the habit on pur- 
pose, as they believe that the smoking of ganja 
keeps them from sexual and other desires; but 
when once it is formed, the babit is difficult to 
break off. I have never yet seen a moderate 
smoker of gunja or drinker of bhang having a 
eraving for more. It does not appear that the 
habit has a tendency to develop intu excess. 


32. There are no social or religions customs 
that I cun point out with regard to the con- 
sumption of vanja, unless the custom of bairagis 
and others of smoking ganja in company he 
called u socialcustom. Bhang, on the other hand, 
is consumed on both social or religious occasions. 
On fast days it is generally taken, because it 
is believed to be a sort of a cooling draught. 
Among the Hindus generally on Maha Shiv- 
ratra holiday, these drinkers of bhang join 
together in a temple of the god Shiva and drink 
bhang or ghota as it is teclinieally called, 
in company in honour of the god, as that plant is 
supposed to be the favourite one of the deity in 
the Hindu mythology. At the time of the holi- 
days bhang is cousumed by most people, because 
it is considered asa sort of a stimulant to help 
them to enjoy. Itis at the same time not essen- 
tial that bhang or ganja should be offered on 
sovial or religious occasions, Itis left to the 
choice of the people. 1tis more optional than 
essential, The use of these drugs on social and 
festive occasions is temperate, and never, to my 
knowledge, led to the formation of a habit, nor 
had it any injurious effect. 

33. Occasional smoking of ganja or drinking 
of bhang is not generally regarded as much worse 
than the smoking of tobacco, But when a man 
has contracted the habit of being intoxicated with 
the narcotic drug, it is generally considered as 
disreputable in a social point of view. From a 
religious point of view, he is not condemned, nor 
his conduct disapproved. ‘The reason why the use 
of the narcotic is in disrepute is that it is supposed 
to unnerveaman and make him generally unfit 
for the ordinary duties of life. It is supposed 
also to unhinge the intellect to a certain extent. 
I do not know of any custom of worsbipping the 
hemp plant practised on any occasion by any sect 
of peoplu—at least not in this district. 


| 
| 
| 


34. It would certainly be a serious inconveni. 
ence, specially to gosavis, bairagis, and other 
religious mendicant classes who have been ad- 
dicted to the habit to forego the consumption of 
ganja, The preparation of ganja so as to make 
it fit for being smoked, and the preparation of 
other accessories to smoking ganja, usually keeps 
these members of society devoted in their 
prayers to God and keeps them off from com- 
mitting crime; but if they were deprived of the 
use of yvanja, they would not know what to do 
with themselves the greater part of the day. It 
would be a serious problem with them how to 
get through the twenty-four hours, With reward 
to the probable number of each class, I have to 
refer to my answer to questions Nous, 20 and 26. 


35. It will be difficult to prohibit the use of 
these drugs; but at the same time it will pro- 
duce discontent in the minds of the consumers 
ot it, and the fact that religion does not come 
in the way of using it would stand forcikly 
against prohibition, Where it is grown spon- 
taneously it will be consumed illicitly. I am not 
in favour of the prohibition of this drug. It 
prohibited, there will be discontent, as said above, 
amongst consumers, but there is no fear of poli- 
tical danger. If prohibited, those who need some 
sort of stimulant would take to alcobolie drivks 
or any other stimulant that would be found fit 
to be substituted, 


36. As an exhilarant, this drug was only consi- 
dered as stimulant ; but since Western ideas have 
got root into the minds of educated people, the 
religious scruples which existed against alcoholic 
drinks have beeu dying away, and alcoholic drinks 
are substituted in place of these drugs ; and this can 
ye proved by the fact tbat the consumption of 
this drug is on the decrease, while that of alcoholic 
drinks is ou the inerease, 

37, Charas is not sold or used in this district, 

38. Only one kind of ganja (flat) is kuown in 
this district. 

39, The smoking of ganja is less injurious 
for the reason that the resinvus substance is re- 
moved by washing, and therefore its intoxication 
does not last long. Such, however, is not the 
ease with the preparation made for drinking or 
eating. For in the case of eating or drinking, 
the leaves with its resinous substauce are finely 
ground and drunk or eaten, and therefore the - 
effects of intoxication are more severe in the 
latter case and last longer. 

40. By native doctors it is used as specific 
for dysentery. It is also used for some chronic 
diseases, such as rheumatism. It is also used in 
cholera cases, It is not within my knowledge 
that in Khandesh it is used for cattle disease. 

41, (a) Toa certain extent, when used moder- 
ately. 


(2) Yes, when used moderately. 
(c) Not to my knowledge, 


(d) (1) Well-to-do men; (2) those who have 
resigned all worldly care ; and (3) such other men 
as require stimulants but cannot take alcoholic 
driuks on a religious point of view, use it. 

In case (1) it is occasional moderate; in case 
(2) excessive and habitual; and in case (3), 
habitual moderate, 

42. The moderate use of the drug is harmless 
for it is less injurious thau opium, and less iucitive 
towards the commission of crime than alcoholic 


| drinks. 


43, Yes, they are. 


44, Benumbiug them from all anxieties of life ; 
stimulates them to take to work ; produces little 
intoxication and creates hunger. The eflects of 
smoking last for a few minutes, but that of eating 
or drinking last for several hours, It cannot be 
said that it allays hunger. In moderate use there 
are no perceptible after-effects. 

45 and 46, Information on these points is not 
within my knowledge. 

47 and 48. This does not become a hereditary 
habit, except in the case of gosavis aud bairagis, 
and in no way affect the children. 

49 to 54. Not to my knowledge. 


55. There are no such examples of its kind in 
Khandesh. 
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56. When hemp is ased in moderation by the — 


admixture of other medicinal substances, it serves > “|. |. , 
BEOHEY 4 3 | objections to it, 


asa tonic; but when it is taken iv excess, it has 
its bad qualities like other narcotic drugs, and 
proves injurious to the health of consumers, 
though admixture might soften a little. Dhatura 
is not used as an ingredient. 

57. There are no instances of eating ganja to 
wy knowledge in Khandesh, 


58. The excise administration in respect of 
bemp drugs is working well in this district. ‘The 
Collector, under the control and direction of the 
Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and 
Abkari, is charged with the carrying out of the 
provisions of the Akbari Act. In this he is aided 
by his assistants and other subordinate officers, 
also establishment designated as district inspectors 
and sub-inspectors specially employed for duties 
under the Act. 


The import, export and transport of these drugs 
are controlled by passes issued by responsible 
officers. 


The sale of the drugs is permitted under certain 
conditions of the license. ‘The sale of drugs to 
one man in one day is limited to a certain weight, 
and the possession of the drugs over the given 
limit is watched as an offence. Thus the burning 
‘dezire c£ the consumers is tempered down to 
moderation and the spread of the vice is checked. 
Since the above good objects are gained by the 
present administration, no improvement in it 
appears necessary, 


59, The present administration is not suggestive 
of any improvement. 


60. The Abkari Act, as it now stands, does not 
lay any control on cultivation of the ganja-bearing 
plant and the process of its preparatioa, and so 
any moditication in the present system is not 
practicable. If, however, it is provided in the 
Act—(q) that the cultivators of the ganja-bearing 





ac aeenntlD secon 


plant shall obtain a pass for cultivation, - (6) 
warehouse the ganja and bhang in the manner 
required of him, this will afford opportunity to the 
officers to supervise the produce and consumption 
of the drug efficiently. There being no provision 
to this effect in the Act, the cultivator might, if 
he chose, distribute the produce amongst his 
friends and others, and, when it is not proved that 
he sold it at a price, his action will go unpunished. 


61, Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. Ganja-bearing plant is only cultivated in 
this district, aud bhang is the tender leaves picked 
of the same plant. 


63. The present system of wholesale and retail 
vend is unobjectionable, and no improvement in it 
appears necessary, 


64. The existing regulations satisfy the condi- 
tion in all respects, aud there are no apparent 


65. Ganja and bbang are not differently treated 
in this district, A form of both articles is given 
in one lump sum, and so a comparison between the 
two is not possible. Charas is not used in this 
district. There is no direct tax on bhang and 
ganja; but a sum is paid by a license-holder— 
(1) for a permissive right granted to him to sell 
these articles, for which tenders are invited ; (2) the 
fee is levied for passes granted for importing ganja 
from other districts; and if theamount so tuken is 
to be construed as a tax, the realizations on this 
account, when compared with the revenue from 
alcoholic or other intoxicants, is reasonable. 


66. In this district flat ganja is only known, 
and so one rate is preferable. 


67, The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
so considerate that there are no objections to the 
present method of taxing being continued, 


68. There are no such shops in this district. 


69. On the farmer applying to the Collector for 
permission to open a new shop in any locality the 
respectable people of the place are consulted. In 





case they make a statement that a shop there is 
likely to spread vice, permission is not granted ; 
but, if found that a shop in that locality is a 
necessity and would remove inconvenience felt by 
the consumers, permission is granted, with the 
sanction of the Commissioner of Customs, Salt 
Opium and Abkari. ; 


70. There have been no instances of the import- 
ation or smuggling of such drugs from Native 
States, The users of the drug have to pay its 
price to the licensee, to whom the right of selling 
ganja is farmed out for a fixed sum, and in this 
light it might be supposed that duty is really paid 
in respect to ganja and bhang used It is not 
obtained without payment. 











29, Evidence of Kuan Buapur Raranst Erparst Kanea, Parsi, Depuly 


Collector and Magistrate, Dharwar. 


nod 


1, T have obtained the information supplied ; Charas and bhangi or bbang are not made or sold 


here from an experienced man who comes a good 
deal in contact with ganja smokers, and from 
venders of ganja in the Dharwar district. 


2, Ganja isnot grown in the Dharwar district ; 
but the definitions given here may be accepted for 
my district. Each of these products is lncally 
known by the names of ganji, charas, and bhangi, 


in the district of Dharwar. 


3. In none of the districts of which I have 
knowledge the hemp plant grows spontaueously, 


4, 5 and 6. Cannot say, 


7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
the Dharwar district, se 


_ Sand 9. Requires no answer, as there is no 
cultivation of the hemp plant. 


10. Persons who cultivate hemp do not form 


a special class; but they are of the same class as 
other agricultural cultivators. 


1] and 12. Cannot say. 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 

is not restricted in my district ; but itis not culti- 

_vated, as the cultivators in these parts are igno- 

rant as to the mode of its cultivation. Iam unable 

to furnish information about special conditions, 
ete. 


14. No; but ganja is imported from Satara and 
Ahmednagar, 


15. Preparations for ganja are made thus— 


(A) For smoking ganja is first cleaned out of 
sticks and seeds and then rubbed on the 
palm of the hand by a finger with some 
water to make it glutinous. A little tobacco 
is mixed with it. The mixture is put ito 
an earthen pipe and then smoked. Rich 
people mix cardamom, nutmeg, mace, ete., 
with the mixture. 


(B) 


Ganja is eaten in the form of majum cake, 
described in No, 19. 


(C) It is drunk mixed with the juice of poppy 
and sugar. 


16, Bhang is not used in the Dharwar dis- 
trict. I am unable to answer the remaining part 
of the question. 


17. None of the preparations are made here. 


18. Bhang and charas are not sold in this dis- 
trict. Ganja deteriorates by keeping and loses 
its effect in time. With ordinary care it keeps 
good for six months if itis kept in a dry state; 
and after six months it gradually deteriorates 
until a year, when it becomes quite useless owing 
to the drying up of the oily substance of the drng. 
No special measures will prevent deterioration— 
at least no such measure is known. 


19, The answers deal only with ganja. Ganja 
is used in this district for smoking only. ‘The 
broken or chur ganja is also called bhang in this 
district. It is used for eating and drinking. 
It is mixed with milk and sugar or jaggery and 
then drunk, It is also eaten by a very few of the 
labouring classes, that is about one in a thousand, 
in tbe form of small cakes called majum, which is 
thus prepared: Chur is well-mixed with milk, 
syrup of sugar, cardamom and nutmeg and 
saffron. The whole is made intoa thick paste 
and cut into pieces of cakes. A little ganja is 
given to cattle in order that they may be able 
to digest fodder. 


20, Almost all classes of people, except Brah- 
mans and Lingayets, generally smoke ganja, 
though it cannot be denied that some exceptional 
cases may be met with in the Jatter two com- 
munities. About one per cent. of the population 
smoke ganja. Ganja smoking is widely practised 
in hot localities. 


21. Flat ganja is preferred for smoking in this 
district. 1t is considered a great luxury. When 
this kind of ganja is not procurable, chur ganja 
is smoked. But the general practice is to smoke 
flat ganja. 


22. Charas is not used in this district. A few 
charas pills were imported last year for sale from 
the village of Lengre, taluka Khanapur, district 
Satara; but there has yet been no sale for them. 


3] 


5 


' people. 


23. Bhang is not sold in this district. The 
chur ganja is here called bbhang and is smoked 
when flat ganja is not procurable, 


24. Bhang is not used in this district. 


25. The use of ganja is on the inerease. About 
twenty-five years ago its consumption was limited 
to a few, because the use of the drug was con- 
sidered derogatory from a social point of view, 
Whereas now consumers of ganja may be found 
in almost all classes of the people on whom the 
hold of society is not so great as before. 


26. The proportion of ganja consumers will 


be— 
(2) 


(2) 
(¢) 
(d) 


Habitual moderate consumers, 65 per 
cent, 


Habitual excessive consumers, 10 per 
cent. 


Occasional moderate consumers are 20 
per cent. 


Occasional excessive consumers are 5 per 
cent. 


27. Manual labourers make use of ganja to 
alleviate their fatigue, and this resort to ganja 
for the sake of rest grows upon them into a 
regular habit. The classes to which ganja con- 
suming persons belong cannot be decidedly deter- 
mined. Persons using ganja for the sake of 
pleasure may be found in almost all classes of the 
Bairagis and gosains consume the drug 
for concentratiug their attention on a single 
object, 


28. The average allowance and cost of each 
of these drugs per diem will be to— 


(a) One tola, at a cost of half an anna. 
(b) Two tolas, at a cost of one anna. 


29. Dried tobacco is ordinarily mixed with 
ganja so as to render it less strong and most 
suitable to drink. And cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
frankincense, and such other fragrant things are 
exceptionally mixed with ganja for minimising 
its bad smeil. Seeds of dhatura are sometimes 
mixed with chur ganja with the object of increas- 
ing the intoxicating power of the drug. Nothing 
like bhang massala is prepared and sold for being 
mixed with any of these drugs, 


30, Ganja is mostly consumed in company, 
and only the high caste classes consume it in 
solitude for avoiding public censure, The con- 
sumption of ganja is mostly confined to the male 
sex, and ina few cases women too consume it. 
Children, on the contrary, never consume ganja. 
There is no restriction of age observed in the con- 
sumption of ganja. 


31. The habit of consuming these drugs is easily 
contracted by keeping company witb the consumers 
of ganja, and it is very difficult to break off the 
babit when it is once formed. There is a ten. 
dency in the case of ganja for the moderate 
habit to develope into the excessive, because the 
intoxication brought on by the drug is so exhi- 
lavating that the smoker yearns for more, and 
thus goes on increasing his allowance, 


382, There are no social or religious customs 
in regard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs. But chur ganja is drunk for the sake of 
pleasure by a very few people on the Hindu 
Shivaratri and Holi holidays, and on the new year’s 
day iv the form of ghota, which is an admixture 
of ganja, sugar, and poppy juice. The drinking 
of ghota on these days is not a custom. ‘The use 
of the drug is not regarded as essentifl. It is 
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generally temperate, It is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit, and is not otherwise 
injurious, 

33. In this district those who make use of ganja 
as an intoxicating ingredient are regarded as men 
of a lower social grade, and their actions are severee 
ly criticised. There is a publie opinion, but not 
so strong as before. As the consumption of in- 
toxicants is prohibited according to the Hindu 
religion, those who consume them incur a certain 
amount of odium., The use of any form of the 
narcotic is generally in disrepute on account of 
religious sentiment, There is no custom of wor- 
shipping the hemp plant in this district, 


34, It will be a serious privation to those who 
are habituated to the excessive consumption of the 
drag to forego its use. The consumers would 
suffer from illness when they are deprived of the 
drug they are accustomed to, They will not be 
able to take theirordinary meals, and will get 
emaciated. The probable number of ganja con- 
sumers will be one per cent. of the total population. 


35. It will be feasible to prohibit the use of 


these drugs. The drug would be consumed 
illicitly. ‘The use of ganja can be effectively pro- 


hibited by putting a stop to its cultivation. The 
prohibition will oceasion serious discontent among 
the consumers. Such discontent will not amount 
to a political danger. Most of the consumers are 
snid to have hecome cowards by the use of the 
hemp plant. It is impossible to say that the pro- 
hibition will be followed by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants or other drugs. But tiie probabilities 
are that recourse will be had to alcoholic stimu- 
lants. 


36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being substituted for ganja. 


37. Charas smoking is not practised in this 
district, 


38. Round ganja is net imported here for sale. 
; Bos “fay 
The flat ganja is considered more intoxicating 
than the chur ganja. 


39. Smoking is considered more injurious than 
drinking or eating any of these drngs, as the 
smoke affects the brain more quickly than eating 
or drinking. 


4), Native doctors substitute on rare oecasions 
ganja for chloroform on account of the medicinal 
qualitities of the former, Ganja is also. utilized 
in the treatment of cattle diseuse, 


41. The moderate use of ganja is beneficial in 
its effects— 


(a) as a food accessory and digestive ; 


(4) to give staying-power under severe exer- 
tion or exposure, and: to alleviate 
fatirue. 

(c) It is a popular belief here that the use of 
ganja in  malarious and unhealthy 
tracts isa febrifuge and preventive of 
disease. 

About 5 per cent, of manual labourers use 
ganja for its above-mentioned properties. It is the 
moderate occasional use of the drug 1 refer to, 


_ 42. No answer is required, as the answer to 4] 
is In the aflirmative. 


43. Moderate consumers of 


lerate ganja are inoffen- 
sive to their neighbours, 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja on the habitual consumer is that itis re. 


freshing, aud that it producesimmediate intoxica- 
tion, alleviates fatigue and creates appetite, but it 
does not allay hunger. The intoxication produced 
by ganja Jasts for an hour, Its after-effects are 
generally attended with varions emotions, such as 
the heaviness of the eyes and the production of 
cold. The want of subzequent gratification pro. 
duces uneasiness and Jonging for the drag. 


45. The habitual moderate use of ganja pro- 
duces noxions effects on the consumer’s mind, 
conduct, and physique. Itimpairs the constitu- 
tion and injures the digestive system. It causes 
bowel complaint and bronchitis and asthma, but 
not dysentery. It impairs the moral sense, and 
induces laziness and diminishes the power of 
understanding. It does not induce habits of de- 
bauchery, but creates insanity, which is temporary, 
and which is removable by the discontinuance of 
the use of ganja. The symptoms of insanity will 
be reinduced by the use of ganja after liberation 
from restraint. The eyes of the consumer grow 
red, and he presents the appearance of one deeply 
absorbed in meditations, Instances of insanes 
who have no recorded ganja history confessing to 
the use of the drug are not known. He who makes 
use of ganja to obtain relief from his mental 
anxiety or brain disease is likely to become in- 
sane very soon. There is no evidence to indicate 
that insanity tends to indulgence in the use of 
ganja by a person of weakened intellect. 


An account of some cases is given below :— 


(1) Nanesahib alias Hasansab wallad Ghnd- 
usab Neeliwale of Dharwar was a peon in 
the office of the Dharwar Municipality, and 
was notin ood terms with the Sanitary Ins- 
pector of that municipality. ‘The peon was 
in the habit of smoking ganja. He was 
reported to his superiors for some fault. 
The peon, thinking that he would lose his 
appointment, proceeded on leave from Ist 
August 1589, and eommenced to smoke 
ganja intemperately. He began to show 
signs of insanity in the month of Deeem- 
ber 1889, Nanesahib, being still in the 
habit of smoking ganja, continues in his 
state of insanity, and abuses those who 
speak to him. He is now thirty years old. 
Haipa bin Fakirapa was a measurer in the 
Survey Department of the Bombay presi- 
dency. Being of weak e nstitution, he 
could not bear the eold climate of malarious 
districts. He therefore took to ganja smok- 
ing asa preventive of sickness. But by 
degrees he increased his doses, and conse- 
quently he became insane. He was there- 
fore removed from service. He now resides 
at Dharwar and still smokes ganja, and has 
become aconfirmed insane. His age is now 
abont thirty-five years. 

(3) Jinapa bin Appana Upadhya, a Jain priest 
of Dharwar, was adopted by one Appana 
Upadhya, who left him nothing. Jinapa, 
having received nothing either from his 
natural or adopted father, took to ganja 
smoking. As he was not able to recite 
mantras of the god Jin, he was not employ- 
ed in performing religious ceremonies, He 
therefore spent much of his time in smoking 
ganja. Within six months he became 
insane on account of smoking ganja. 
Since the last four years he has been resid- 
ing at Dharwar. Heis now smoking ganja 
intemperately. 

46, All the abovementioned noxious effects are 


produced much sooner by the habitual excessive 
use uf ganja than by its moderate use. 


47. The habitual moderate use of ganja is not 
a hereditary habit, and does not affect the children 
of the moderate consumer. 


48. The longing for ganja is not hereditary, 
and has no effect on the children of the excessive 
ganja consumer. 


49, Ganja is used by some persons as an aphro- 
disiac, It is so used by some prostitutes, The 


use of ganja for this purpose is more injurious | 
It weakens © 


thau its use as an ordinary narcotic. 
the human body, and consequently brings on im- 
potence, 


50, The excessive use of ganja for the above 
purpose sooner produces deleterious effects than its 
moderate use, 

51, Of the bad characters, most gamblers are 
moderate ganja-consumers, The geueral commis- 
sion of crimes has no connection with the con- 
sumption of ganja. 

52. Even in the case of excessive consumption 
crimes are not committed. 


53, Even the excessive consumption of ganja 


does not incite to unpremeditated crimes, and there | 


are no instances in which indulgence in ganja has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54. Criminals do not use ganja to fortify them- 
selyes to commit premeditated acts of violence or 
other crimes. 


55. It is customary for criminals to induce their 
victims to partake of ganja and so stupefy them 
in order to further their bad designs, But com- 
plete stupefaction cannot be induced by ganja 
without admixture, Dhatura is mixed with it to 
produce complete stupefaction. 


56. The effects of ganja used (2) in moderation 
and (4) in excess, are not modified by the admix- 
ture of other substances. Those who require strong 
nareoties mix dhatura for their personal use or for 
administration to others. 


57, Ganja is not eaten or drunk to any groat 
-extent in this district, and hence no more inform- 
ation than what has already been given can be 
supplied. 


58. The present system of excise administration | 


in resp2ct of hemp drugs has been working wall. 
59. Requires no improvement. 
60, Ganja is not produced in this district. 
61. Charas is not produced in this district. 


62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the | 


production of bhang should be controlled by issuing 
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licenses for its cultivation and for the preparation 
of bhang. 


63. There is no objection to the present system 
of the vend of ganja. 

64, No objection, 

65. The taxation of ganja is reasonable with 
reference to other intoxicants, 

66. It is not necessary that there should be 
| different rates of taxation for different kinds of 
| Sanja, 

67. There is no objection to the present method 
of taxing ganja. 

68, There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs or their preparations, where 
they may be consumed on the premises, 

69, Before a shop is opened in any loculity the 
wishes of the people are consulted Their opinions 
are received through the mamlatdar of the taluka 
in which the shop is to be opened. Local public 
opinion ought to be given weight. to, 





| "70. There are no facts regarding the smuggling 
of hemp drngs from Native States into the dis- 
trict of Dharwar. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—My personal experience is very 
limited. I have seen a few smokers and no 
more, 


Question 29,—The matter of using dhatura is 
not within my personal knowledge. I am told 
that people who want much intoxication mix 

| dhatura: not the vendors, 


Question 45,—The cases here recorded have not 
been under my personal observation. What I 
have recorded about them is received from one 
who was formerly a ganja smoker, and having 
been punished for an offence did not resume the 
habit on release, I can add nothing to the par- 
ticulars given of these cases. I do not know that 
the offence committed by my informant was con- 
nected with ganja. He gave up the habit be- 
cause it was broken by his long confinement and 

| for no other reason. 
| 


Question 59.—I have served in Ahmednagar, 
Satara and Poona, where ganja is cultivated. 
It was fifteen years ago, The ganja is sold to 
vendors in British districts. Cultivators can 
only sell tosuch vendors, 1 do not think any of 
it goes to Hyderabad; but I do not know con- 
tractors could not send it without a permit. 
| Dharwar ganja comes from both Satara and 
» Abmednagar. 





80. Evidence of Rao BanapuR Bapusr Manrpat Kuarxar, Kayasth, Huzur 
Deputy Collector and Magistrate, 1st Class, Satara, 


}. My answers are based upon personal observa- 
tions and local enquiries made in my official capa- 
city as Huzur Deputy Collector and Magistrate, 
Ist class, “ 

2. The definitions of charas and ganja as given 
here are applicable to this district. The term 
bhang is restricted to what falls off in handling 
ganja. Only the flat variety of ganja is prepared 
and sold in this district, 

3, I do vot kuow of any. 

4, 5 and 6. I do not know. 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated in the Satara 

Yol. vii. 


Abou 
are under cultivation in the 
Khanapur taluka, and not more than 15 acres in 
the Khatav and Satara talukas. 


district for the production cf ganja alone, 
300 acres of land 


8. There is no appreciable increase or decrease 
in the area under cultivation. 


by putting proper manure therein till the Asbad 
(about July). The preparation of soil is similar 
to that for the cultivation of sugarcane. The 
gauja seed is obtained at the rate of half to one 
seer (local measure) per rupee, and it is generally 


L 


i 
9. The soil for cultivating ganja is prepared 


brought from Nagar in the Ahmednagar District. 
It also can be had in the ganja-producing villages 
of this district. The seed is of blue colour, and in 
form resembles the Argad seed, but is little flat- 
tened. At the time of sowing the seed, the soil, 
which has already been tilled, is first made level, 
and the next day the seed is sown intoit in a row 
by means of a bamboo pipe fixed to the plough. 
The rows are about a cubit and a half (three feet) 
apart from each other. The seed is sown in the 
rainy season at the time when the Punarwasu 
Nakshatra sets in. About one and a half to two 
seers of the seed is required for the cultivation of 
one acre of the soil. Fifteen days after the 
sowing of the seed the field is weeded with the 
implement called kolpe, and then after 8 days 
the field is weeded with the hand. The same 
process (weeding with the hand) is repeated every 
fortnight. By these processes the spontaneous 


growth of weeds is prevented between the rows of | 


the crop. The intervening space between the rows 
of the crop is made soft and crumbly by repeated- 
ly turning it over witha kolpe at intervals of 
15 days at atime. This conduces to the growth 
of crop and consequent budding. It is necessary 
for the cultivator to engage «a servant ata cost 
of about Rs, 8 a month, a fortnight after the sow- 
ing of the seed. The duty of the servant is 
to go through the crop daily, and to remove all 
male plants and plants affected with the following 
vegetable diseases, The plants are generally 
affected by them at the top :— 


(1) Andia r6g.—Very small organic molecules 
are formed on the topof the plants. ‘This disease 
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generally affects the plants in the beginning of | 


their growth, and lasts for about a month. 


(2) Haldia 16g affects the plant by producing 
yellow colour on the tops, and lasts till the full 
growth of the crop. 


(8) Charka rég is at the top.—Malkes the 
Hower yellow, and lasts to the end. 


(4) Sheora ré6g.—White flowers grow on the 
*‘ boot ”’ (flower top portion). 


(5) Punda,—The seed is formed in the “ boot” 
and which afterwards produces flower, 


(6) Aradnér.—From the stock to the top of 
the plant small buds are formed, which give rise 
to white flowers. 


(7) Kapsha r6g.—It whitens the plant. 


The process of removing the affected plants is 
vontinued for about three months, On the whole, 
when the agglutinated flower tops are formed, 
the ganja is produced, but when seed is formed, 
the crop becomes useless; When the plants 
become three months old, they give rise to “ b6nd’’ 
or “kali,” and after this they are subject to 
another disease called méra, which causes the 
breach of the bdnd, wherein seed is formed. 
When the bond is formed, the plant is taken 
out of the soil and ganja is prepared. The leaves 


growth. ‘The plant rises to about 24 to 4 cubits. 
When the plants with bénds (flower tips) on them 


nipping the bénd, Ifthere is rain at the time, 
the bénd will not retain the resinous matter, and 
the ganja becomes of inferior quality. The plants 
themselves serve the purpose of fuel, they being 
of no other use. 


At the time of sowing ganja, the seed is thick- 
ly sown, as 75 per cent. of the plants, being 
mals plants and affected with diseases, are require 
ed to be removed, and only the remaiuiug 25 per 
cent. produce ganja, 

At the beginning of Margashirsha the ganja 
crop is fit to be removed from the soil, which can 
then be utilized for sowing wheat, gram, ete. 
The same soil can be appropriated every year for 
the crop of ganja if manure is used every year. 


10. Hemp cultivators are of the class of agri- 
cultural cultivators, 


ll. No. 
12, I have no information. 


13. The cultivation is not restricted to any 
particular area, The growth of the ganja plant 
requires black soil, hot climate, and moderate 
rainfall. 

14. Ganja alone is prepared in this district, 
About 2,400 Bengal maunds of ganja are pre- 
pared in the talukas of Khanapur, Khatav, and 
Satara, Bhang is not specially prepared. It is 
the powder chat fulls off in handling ganja, and is 
used in preparations such as majum, ghéta, 
doodhia. 

15. Wild hemp is not known in this district, 
and my reply refers to cultivated hemp. 


Ganja is used for smoking alone. About half 


atola of ganja is well washed and well beaten on 


the left palm with the right thumb, and quarter 
of a tola of tobacco is mixed with the ganja, and 
the mixture is smoked. 

The powder tbat falls off from ganja is called 
bhang, of which the following preparations are 
made :— 


(1) Ghété or kusumba or doodbia or ludhia : these 
are a!] names of the same drink. One tola bhang 


. is crushed into powder with a stone, with water 


added to the powder. It is made up into a ball and 
put into a clean pot. The following articles are 
added to it: 40 tolas of milk, 20 tolas of sugar, 1 tola 
poppy-seed, 4 tola of cardamom, 2 tolas of almond. 
Little pepper is added to the mixture, This 
quantity of mixture is usually drunk by one man. 

(2) Majum, otherwise called yaékuti, is prepared 
of bhang for eating iu the following manner: 40 
tolas bhang is boiled in 80 tolas of ghee. It is 
then strained and the refuse thrown away. The 
strained ghee is then mixed up with 8 Ib of 
boiled sugar, It is then cooled ina broad and 
shallow pot. It becomes solid, and is cut into 
pieces, 


16. Bhang is generally prepared by people in 


- their houses. 
of the plant are broadened in proportion to the - 


are removed from the field, their bénds are vipped ‘ 
aud trodden down under foot for four days on | 


clean ground, and then they are collected and 
packed up. When ganja is thus prepared, it is 
fit for sale. One man can prepare a maund 
weight of ganja within four days by the above 
process. Six showers of rain are sutlicient for a 
good crop of ganja; if there is want of rain, the 
crop is to be watered artificially at intervals of 
15 days. 


No rain is required at the time of - 


17. The preparations are made by the persons 
who use them. The preparations are not sold, 
except the preparation of bhang called majum or 
yékuti. The preparation is sold by license-holders 
alone. 


18. Charas is not in use in this district. Bhaog 
and ganja deteriorate if kept longer than 15 
months. They become quite useless after two 
years, and after that period they are simply useful 
as manure, 


19, Ganja and charas are used for smoking 
only. 


20. Charas is not used here. Ganja is smoked 
by all classes of the native community in this 
district. The proportion is about 5 per cent. in 
the whole district. 


2), Only flat ganja is used in this district. 
22, Not io use. 
23. Not used for smoking. 


24. Higher classes of the Hindu community 
drink bhang, especially on certain fast days in the 
district—about | per 1,000. 


25, There appears neither increase nor decrease 
in the use of this drug. 


26. Ganja smokers— 
(2) 80 per cent, 
(4) 10 per cent. 
(c) 5 per cent. 
(2) 5 per cent. 
All bhang drinkers come under the head of 
occasional moderate cousumers, 
27. These people come from all classes of the 
native community, and the habit is induced by 
association. 


28, (a) Two tolas and 6 pies respectively. 


This is an estimate based 
on enquiries. 


(6) Five tolas and 1} annas respectively. 


29. Dhatura is mixed up with ganja very rare- 
ly to secure highest possible intoxication. 
is no bhang massala sold in this district. 
also see answer to No. 15, 


30. The consumption of these drugs is, as a rule, 
practised in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex, not to women or children. 


31. The answer is in the affirmative, 


Please 


32. There is no social or religious custom in | 


regard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs. 


preparation on the Maha Shivratra holiday, a day 
sacred to god Shiva, with whom this drug was 
~ considered a great favourite. But this does not 
lead to the formation of any habit. 


33. The consumption of each of these drugs is 


generally regarded with disfavour on account of | 


the tendency io develop into the excessive and 
consequent bad effect. 

34, It would be a serious privation in the case 
of fakirs, bairagis, and singers. 
will not number more than one thousand souls in 
this district. 

35. The use of these drugs can be prohibited 
by preventing cultivation of the plant. No seri- 


ous discontent would be caused, at least in this | 


district. But unless the prohibition be general, 
illicit consumption would be the result, 

86. I do not think that alcohol is being substi- 
tuted for any of these drugs. 

37. Cannot answer. 

38, Cannot answer. 
this district. 

39, Ganja smoking is considered more injurious 
than bbang drinking. 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors in cases of 


stomach-aches, and is given to horses to prevent 
cold, 


Only flat ganja is used in 


There | 


It has, however, been the fashion with | 
the higher classes of the Hindu community, gene- , 
rally of the orthodox type, to drink the bhang | 


{ 
| 
But this class | 
62. No such cultivation 


41 and 42. I do not know. 


43, These persons are inoffensive to their neigh. 
bours, 


44, Ganja smoking in the case of habitual con- 
sumers is refreshing, produces intoxication, allays 
hunger, and creates appetite. The intoxication 
from ganja smoking lasts for about three hours, 
The intoxivation from bhang drinking lasts for 
twelve hours. 


45. Moderate use of bhang drink and ganja 
smoking does not appear to bring about any of 
these results, 

46. Excessive ganja smoking appears to bring 
ou craziness of mind bordering on insanity. | 


' sent one Hari Urimbak Ranade to the Lunatic 
|; Asylum, Poona, on the 1Jth January 1892, 


He 


} 

| 

i ; ‘ 5 . 

| Was given to excessive smoking of ganja before his 
Insanity, and this is said to be one of the causes 
t 


that brought on the insanity. 


47. The habitual moderate use of ganja or 
bhang does not appear to be a hereditary habit, 
It does not affect the children of moderate con- 
sumers, 


48, Ditto as regards excessive consumers, 


_ 50. Excessive ganja smoking is said to produce 
impotence. 

51 and 52. Asarule, the criminal tribes, such 
as Mangs and Ramoshis, seldom use any of these 
drugs. I do not think the moderate use of these 
drugs has any connection with crime in general 
or with any specia] crime. 

53. Excessive indulgence resulting in insanity 
| incites to unpremeditated crime Ido not know 
| of any case leading to homicidal frenzy. 

j ee ° 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals in 
| the manner specified. 
} 


55. I have not heard of any such instances on 
enquiries made, 


Complete stupefaction can, I hear, be brought 
about by the admixture of dhatura with the pre- 
paration of bhang called yakuti, 


57. Not eaten or drunk in this district. 
58. The present system works well. 


60, Ganja is produced in this district. The 
plantation and process of manufacture of ganja are 


sufficiently controlled, 

61, Charas is not produced in this district. 
in this district for 
bhang alone, 

63 and 64. No. 

65. I think it is reasonable. 

66. Only the flat kind of ganja.is so sold in 
this district. 

67. No. 

68. There are no such houses for consumption 
on premises. 


69. The wishes of the people are consulted, 
The opinion of the villagers of the village where 
a shop is to be opened is obtained by the Collector 
through the mamlatdar before a new shop i 
opened. 


70, Duty is paid in respect of ganja consumed 
| in this district, 
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31. 


Evidence of Rao Banapur RAnGo RaMcHANDRA BrHarnl, Deputy Collector and 


Native Assistant to the Commissioner, Poona, Central Division. 


], I am a native of the Southern Mabratta 
country, for which I have to give evidence, and 
have served Government in different capacities in 
- the revenue branch for more than ten years in that 
country. I have spent nearly the whole of that 
period in the Dharwar district. I have served only 
for a few months in the Belgaum and Bijapur 
districts. During almost the whole period of my 
service in the Dharwar district I was a travelling 
officer. I had then opportunities of knowing the 
habits and customs of the people of that district ; 
but cannot say that I then acquired such know- 
ledge of the subject as would enable me to answer 
fully and properly thie questions put to me by the 
Commission, I am framing my answer to the 
questions from the results of the enquiries that I 
have recently made under the directions contained 
in paragraph 1 of Government Resolution No. 
6601, dated the 11th September 1893, Revenue 
Department. 

2. Dr, Prain’s definition of ganja and charas 
may be accepted for the Southern Mabhratta 
country. Ganja which is sold in that province is 
flat ganja, Hound ganja and chur or broken 
ganja are unknown in that province. The defi- 
nition of bhang as given by Dr, Prain does not 
hold good in that province, as ganja which is 
reduced to powder either at the time when flat ganja 
is prepared or subsequently when it is deposited in 
bags or ;-ackages is sold as bhang there, Bhang 
is locally known among the Cauarese-speaking 
people by the name of bhange. 

8. The hemp plant does not grow spontaneously 
in any of the districts of which I have kuowledge. 

4,5 and 6, Vide answer to the preceding 
question. 


7. Yes; for production of only ganja and bhang. 
The cultivation of the plant for that purpose is 
carried on only in the Bijapur district, and to a 
very small extent, The area under such cultivation 
in that district was 13 acres in 1592-93, 3 acres 
in }891-92, and only 1 acre in each of the preced- 
ing three years In the Dharwar district the 
plant is not at all cultivated, and in the Belgaum 
district only 2 acres were under its cultivation in 
the year 1889-90, Since that year there has been 
no cultivation of the plant in that district for any 
purpose, 


8. The figures given in the answer to the pre- 


ceding question will show that the area under such 
cultivation is itself inconsiderable. 


9. Mode of cultivation.—The land in which 
ganja is to be grown is first ploughed with a 
heavy hoe called wkki hunti and levelled. Ganja 
seed is then drilled in it in July or August, the 
process of sowing resembling in every respect 
that of sowing ordinary jowari, but the space 
between the rows being wider, If rainfall be not 
sufficient, the crop is watered once or twice a week. 
Generally hand-weeding is resorted to in addition 
to the use of a yedi kuntt or grubber, When the 
plants grow to a height of about tro feet, the 
tees te of selecting and uprooting the male 
plants by experts commences with a view to protect 
the female plants from running into seed and thus 
damaging the entire crop. 


months, the flowering tops and leaves are cut off, 


i height of a ganja plant ranges from 6 to 8 
eet, 


a a 


ee 


10, No; they are of the same clusses as other 
agricultural cultivators. 


11 and 12. No. 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is, as already remarked in my answer to question 
No. 7, carried on now to a very small extent only 
in the Bijapur district. I am told that ouly 
garden or irrigated land is fit for the cultivation 
of the hemp plant for producing ganja, and that 
localities where rainfall is heavy are ansuited to it. 
I am unable to state what other special conditions 
are necessary for the cultivation of the plant. The 
only part of the Southern Mahratta country 
where the cultivation of the plant would be impos- 
sible seems to me to be the western portion of the 
Belgaum district and the western and the southern 
portions of the Dharwar district. 

14. Yes; only ganja and bhang are prepared, 
but to a very small extent, in the Bijapur district, 
Charas is nowhere prepared in the Southern. 
Mahratta country. 


15. Manufacture of ganja and bhang,—The 
flowering tops and leaves cut from the plants are 
stacked in a place and trodden while in a {green 
state for three or fourd ays, and, when dried, 
they are winnowed. The flowering tops flattened 
constitute what is known as flat ganja, and the 
powder formed during the prvcess is used as 
bhang. 


Preparation of ganja for smoking.—After the 
seeds and stems are picked out of flat ganja, it is 
soaked in water and well cleansed. ‘I'hen the 
water is pressed out of it to the last drop, and it 
is mixed with tobacco and smoked. 


Use of bhang for eating majum in Dharwar.— 
Bhang is levigated in a mortar with milk, and 
then strained through a piece of cloth. This 
strained liquid, with powdered nutmeg, mace, 
saffron, and other spices, is mixed with simple 
syrup prepared fresh. The mixture is then spread 
on a wooden stool, and when it becomes hard it is 
cut into pieces. 

Majum in Bubli.—Bhang, on being fried in a 
little of ghi, is nicely pounded and passed through 
a piece of cloth. The powder, which is called 
fakki, is then mixed with syrup prepared fresh. 
The mixture is spread on a flat stone, and when it 
becomes hard it is cut into pieces. ; 

The mode of preparing majum adopted in the 
Southern Mahratta country, as described above, 
materially differs from that adopted in Poona, 
which is as described below. 


Ganja mixed with ghi, in the proportion of 2 
seers to 1 seer of ghi, is boiled in water in a wide- 
mouthed vessel. Water is from time to time 
poured into it as it evaporates, After about 12 
hours the decoction turns green, which is an in- 
dication that the ganja is well boiled. The decoc- 
tion is then strained through a piece of cloth, and: 
the ghi, which comes up when the decoction is 
cooled, is used in preparivg majum, yakuti, 
gulkand, and shrikhand, 


Majum and yakutr ave cakes made of ghi thus 


| prepared and syrup mixed with different kinds of 
Ween the plants grow | 


to maturity, which requires a period of about four | 


spices and nutritious substances, and shnikhand is 
made of ghi prepared aos described above and 
jaggery boiled. Yakuti differs from majum only 
in respect of its contaiuing saffron, which gives it a 
yellowish colour. 
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Gulkand is conserve of roses mixed with ghi 
prepared as described above. 


The only kind of sweetmeat known in the 
Southern Mahratta country is majum, The sweet- 
meats known in the Deccan by the names of 
yakuti, sbrikhand, and gulkand are unknown in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 


Preparation of bhang for drinking ghota.— 
Bhang is levigated in water, and this levigation is 
strained through a piece of cloth. Poppy seed is 
also levigated and mixed with the liquid bhang. 
Sugar aud powder of cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
black pepper, saffron and ginger are also added to 
the mixture. This mixture is used by rich persons, 
while the poor substitute jaggery for sugar, and 
do not male use of the spices. This mode of pre- 
paring ghota is adopted in the Dharwar district, 
while in the Bijapur district bhang is parched a 
little before it is levigated for the preparation of 
the drink. 

Boja,—Some years ago an intoxicating prepara- 
tion made of jowari mixed with bhang, called 
boja, used to be sold in the Dharwar district undera 
license. {It was then used chiefly by Muhammadans, 
Holers (Mabars), and Bedars (Ramoshis). The 
form of preparing and selling that drink is not 
now sold. As the mode of preparing it entails a 
good deal of trouble, 1 believe it is not now much 
used by the people. 


16. No; bhang is purchased from the persons 
licensed to sell it. As stated in my answer to 
question No. 2, it is only the powder of ganja 
found in the bags or packages containing the latter 
drug, aud is less efficacious aud cheaper than ganja 
itself, Bhang esn be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever grown; but bhang prepared from 
the plant growing in a place not specially fit for 
its cultivation is considered to be inferior in quali- 
ty. As stated in my answer to question No, 3, 
the wild plant is not grown anywhere in the Sou- 
thern Mahratta country. 


17. The preparations of the hemp drug are not 
restricted to any particular classes of the people. 
The yeople cf any class can prepare them. ‘The 
persons who grow the plunt prepare ganja and 
bhang. The persons having licenses to sell the 
drug or their servants make the preparations of the 


drug for eating. Generally the preparations for | 


smoking and drinking are made by the persons 
using them in their own houses. 


18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
They keep good with ordinary care for about a 
year, ‘They quite lose their effeet after two years, 
No particular causes of deterioration can be assign- 
ed. The drugs naturally lose their effieacy and 
become unfit for use after the lapse of time, as 
above stated. It is said that the deteriorated 
drugs, if used, produce an unpleasant sensation of 
heat in the stomach. No special measures can be 
taken to prevent deterioration, As charas is not 
much used or tried in this part of the country, 
nothing can be said as to how Jong it keeps good 
with ordinary care and why it deteriorates by 
keeping. 


19, Charas is rarely used, and it is used only’ 


for smoking. Ganja is used for smoking as well 
rs for preparing medicines. It can be said that 


jt is used also in preparing a kind of sweetmeat | Qjctrict as regards the quantity of the drugs 


known by the name of majum, inasmuch as bhang, 
which, it is stated, is used in preparing that sw eet- 
meat in the Southern Mahratta country, is nothing 
but ganja reduced to powder accidentally, 


20. As stated in my answer to question No. 19, 
eharas is rarely used Good many people smoke 


ganja in ajl the distrivts in the Southern Mabratta 
country. The classes of the people who smoke 
it are generally baivagis, gosdvis, fakirs, santa, 
weavers, labourers, and menial servants, mendi- 
cants who travel about the country, and musical 
performers of lower classes, It is difficult to 
estimate even approximately the proportion of the 
people smoking ganja, inasmuch as ganja and 
bhang are sold under one license, and information 
relating to the quantity consumed of each of these 
drugs separately is not available. 


The latest year for which information relating 
to the quantity of ganja and bhang consumed is 
available forall the three districts is 1891-92. 
During this year the quantity consumed in the 
Dharwar district was 1,110 maunds and 17 seers, 
te., 1,131,034 tolae, This gives 3,042 tolas per 
diem. Taking three-fourths of a tola as the 
average quantity consumed per diem by a habi- 
tual moderate consumer, the total quantity con- 
sumed per diem, @.¢., 3,042 tolas, gives 4,056 as 
the approximate number of habitual moderate 
consumers in the Dharwar district, 7.¢., ‘82 per 
cent. of male adult population(497,100). As the 
number of habitual excessive consumers is small 
and cannot be ascertained, it is left out of cousi- 
deration. Estimated in the same way, the pro- 
portion in the Bijapur and Belgaum districts is 
‘10 and '14 per cent., respectively. 


21. Only flat ganja is used for smoking in the 


| Southern Mahratta country. 


22. As already stated, charas is rarely used. 
What is used is foreign, and is imported, it is said, 
from Poona. 


23, Bhang is rarely used for smoking, It is 
used for that purpose only when ganja cannot be 
had, which seldom happens, 


21, People of all classes in all the districts use 
bhang for eating or drinking. It is difficult to 
sev, for the reasons given in my answer to question 
No. 20, what proportion of the people use it for 
those purposes, Jt is used more extensively for 
eating in the shape of a kind of sweetmeat called 
majum than for drinking. but the number of 
people using the drug either for eating or for drink- 
ing is not, I believe, so large as that of people 
using ganja for smoking. 


25, Ican say unhesitatingly that the use of 
ganja and bhang is on the increase in the Dharwar 
district. The quantity ofthe drugs consumed in 
that district durirg the year 1891-92 was more 
than thrice as muchas the quantity consumed in 
that district during the year 1883-81—vide state- 
ment hereto appended, Further, the amount 
of license fees realised in that district during the 
past year, 1892-93, as compared with that for the 
year 1583-84, represents an increase of more than 
76 per cent—vide statement above referred to. 
This increase is no doubt due partly to the increase 
in the population during the past ten years, 
which is about 19 per cent, But consilering 
that, as reported by the mamlatdars of Dharwar _ 
and Hubli in that district, there has been no 
rise in the retail sale price during tbe past 
ten years, 1 conclude that the increase in the 
revenu2 is chielly attributable to the increased 
use of the drugs. ‘The figures for the Bijapur 


consumed are available only for some of the 
past ten years, and they show a decrease in the 
quantity consumed lately, But the amount of the 
license fees realised in that district during the past 
year, 1$92-93, as compared with that for the year 
1883-84, represents an inerease of more than 178 
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per cent., and as compared with that for the year 


1888-89, shows an increase of more than cent. per 
cent, ‘This increase may be due to some extent to 
competition, and is no doubt partly due to the in- 
crease in the population, which is about 24 per 
cent.; but, as itis reported by the mamlatdar of 
Bijapur that the retail sale price has been uniform 
since 1887-88} I conclude that the increase in the 
revenue is toa great extent 
of the drugs in this district too. For the Bel- 
gaum district information as regards the quantity 
of the drugs consumed is available only for the 
last two years. No conclusion can be drawn from 
this information. The amount of the license-fees 
realised during the past year, 1892-93, as com- 
pared with that for the year 1883.84, represents 
an increase of more than 44 per cent.; but the in- 
crease during the preceding three years was not so 
high: it was only 16 per cent. 


due to the increased use | 


The retail sale | 


price is reported to have risen from 8 anvas to 10 : 


or ]2 annas per lb since 1891-92, ( 
the increase in the population, which is about 17 


Considering ~ 


* (6) Habitual excessive consumers— 

Tolas, Annas, 

Ganja for smoking . ° - 2tod ’ 1 to 23 
Bhang for eating and drinking . Weight cannot 

be ascertained . 4 to 8 

Prices are not the same in the three districts. 
The figures herein given represent the maximum 
prices, 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for smoking by all the classes of consumers. It 
is mixed with the object of lessening or removing 
the bitterness of the drug, which is supposed 
to produce cough, and with the object of temper- 
ing the effects of the preparation, and making it 
avreeable to the constitution. Sometimes carda- 
moms, nutmeg, mace and olibanum are mixed 
with ganja in addition to tobacco in order to 
have a fragrant smell. What ingredients are 
mixed with different kinds of preparation made 
for eating and drinking is mentioned in answer 
to question No, 15, Dhatura is mixed either 


_ with ganja for smoking, or with any preparation 


per cent. during the past 10 years, and the rise | 


in the price lately, I am not prepared to say that 


the use of the drugs is on the increase in this dis- _ 


trict. 


26. It is difficult to estimate the proportion, 
but I can say only that habitual excessive consu- 
mers and occasional excessive consumers are con- 
siderably few. Occasional moderate cousumers 
are also few. A large number of the consumers 
is, I believe, made up of habitual moderate con- 
sumers, 


27, Habitual excessive consumers are mainly 
taken from bairagis, gos4vis, and fakirs, and 
habitual moderate consumers belong to these 
and other classes of the people mentioned in my 
answer to question No. 20). Occasional moderate 
consumers and occasional excessive consumers will 
be found in any class of the people; but, as al- 
ready remarked, such consumers are, I believe, 
considerably few in number in the Southern 
Mahratta country. The habits of bairagis, gosa- 
vis and fakirs, who are generally habitual exces- 
sive consumers, are well known. 


‘They are the most | 


indolent and useless persons in the world. They — 
wander about the country begging, and indulge - 


in the use of the drugs. Many illiterate persons 
acquire the habit of using the drugs with the as- 
sociation of these beggars. Some acquire the 


habit by using the urnes oie ae fakirs, are ashamed to admit freely, when ques- 
% é 8 | ti hat the the drugs, 
the drugs under the belief that they produce con- | peeve ey Nie een beg 


medicinal qualities. 


centration of thoughts. People of the working 
class and musical performers acquire the habit by 
using the drugs as stimulants alleviating their 
fatigue. Such people are generally habitual mode- 
rate consumers, Occasional moderate or occasion- 
al excessive consumers are generally persons who 
use the drugs on Maha Shivratra, or such other 
days on which they are prevented by their religion 


made of bhang for eating or drinking, oniy by 
habitual excessive consumers, in order to enhance 
the intoxicating quality of the drug. 


No special preparation known by the name 
of bhany massala is sold for the purpose of being 
mixed with any of the drugs. 


30. The higher classes of the people use the 
drugs in solitude or is company; but bairagis, 
vosivis, fakirsand other lower classes of the people 
do not care much for privacy while using the 
drugs. The consumption of the drugs is mainly 
confined to the male sex and to adults only. 
Children do not consume any of these drugs in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 


31, The habit of consuming the drugs is easily 
formed among the illiterate people when they 
come in contact with the people making use of 
them, and it is difficult to break off. ‘here is a 
tendeucy in the case of all of these drugs for the 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 


32. No custom, social or religious, in regard to 
the consumption of any of these drugs exists in 
the Southera Mahratta country. 


33, The consumption of any of these drugs is 
generally regarded as a vice, It can be said from 
the social point of view that the use of any form 
of the narcotic is generally in disrepute. ‘lhe con- 
sumers of the drugs, except bairagis, gosdvis, and 


This itself is 
sufficient te show that the use of the drugs lowers 
the persons using them in the estimation of the 
public. A man speaking at random is generally 
compared to a ganja or bhang consumer. This 
sentiment of the people is attributable to the 
intoxicating qualities of the drugs, which affect 
more or less injuriously the physical and mental 
condition of the consumers when the drugs are 





from resorting to ale Ss 

this class of consumers happen to use the drugs 
when offered by their friends or acquaintances, 
who are either habitual moderate or habitual exces- 
sive consumers. 


28. The average allowance and cost of ganja 
aod bhang per diem to each of the two classes of 
consumers is detailed below :-— 


(a) Habitual moderate consumers— 


Weight, tolas, 
4 to 1§ 
Weight cannot 
be ascertained , 2 to 4 


Cost, pies. 
Ganja for smoking . 3 to 9 


Bhang for eating or drinking 


immoderately used. No custom of worshipping 


the hemp plant on any occasion by any sect of 
the people exists in the Southern Mahratta coun- 
try. 

34. Yes; only to bairagis, gosdévis, fakirs, and 
other excessive consumers, The only reason that 
I can assign is that these people are so mush ad- 


| dicted to the use of the drugs that they care 


more for the drugs than for their food. I 
regret | am unable to state, even approximately, 
the number of such people. It is, I should say, 
considerably small in the Southern Mabratta coun- 
try. 

35. I think it would be feasible, or at least it 


§3 


would not be impossible, to prohibit the nse of the | 45 iving 1 is_subj 


drugs; but it is not quite necessary to do so. 
The entire prohibition would, no doubt, cause 
serious discontent among the habitual excessive 
consumers, such as bairagis, gosdvis, fakirs, and 
mendicants; but Ido not think that such discon- 
tent would amount to a political danger, as such 
persons carry no influence with the public in 
general, and are limited in number in the South- 
ern Mahratta country. Considering the baneful 
effect the use of the drugs produces on the menti 

aud physical condition of the persons using them 
immoderately, I am humbly of opinion that it is 
absolutely necessary that the cousumption of the 
drugs should be restricted as far as possible, If 
the drugs become dearer and scarce, the consumers 
will naturally be more economical and prudent 
than now in using them. The consequence will 
be that the number of excessive consumers will 
gradually decrease, and some of the moderate 
consumers will, perhaps, substitute tobacco for 
ganja for smoking. I do not think that any con- 
siderable number of such people will have recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants if further restrictions be 
placed on the consumption of the drugs, 


any of the drugs. 

87. Charas is rarely used in the 
Mabhratta country ; so nothing can be said of the 
effects it produces from smoking. 

38. Only one kind of ganja is used in the 
Southern Mahratta country. 

39. Only ganja is used for smoking, and smoking 
is considered as more injurious than drinking or 
eating any of the preparations of the hemp drugs, 


| 
| 





\ 
| 


native medical officer in the Dharwar district 
states :— Even the moderate use produces noxious 
effects, physical, mental, and moral, It im- 
pairs the constitution by making it lean (absorb- 
ing all fat) ; prolonged use makes the digestion 
bad. It causes bowel complaint and bronchitis. 
It induees laziness, deadens intellect, and produces 
insanity in some cases. It causes mostly perma- 
nent derangement of the brain”’ I think that 
5 ae ; ans 


Some of the persons whom I have consulted in 
Poona say that the habitual moderate use of any 
of the drugs does not produce any noxious effects 
—physical, mental, or moral—provided the con- 
sumer is well fed. I can say that, at least in the 
ease of poor people who hardly get sufficient 
nutritious food, the habitual moderate use of 
ganja for smoking, to which only they are gener- 
ally addicted, produces the voxious effects as de- 
seribed above, 

46. The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drugs does, in my opinion, produce noxious effects 
—physical, mental, and moral. Rao Bahadur 


- Rudragowda Artal, District Deputy Collector, 
36. No;I1do not think that alecobol is now 
being, to any considerable extent, substituted for | 


Southern | 


Bijapur, in his report on ganja, a portion of which 
has been quoted by the Commissioner of Customs, 
Salt, Opium and Abkari in his report No, 4752, 
dated the 11th September 1593, to Government, 
ou this subject, states :—‘‘ Irrespective of the 
medical opinion or religious view regarding the 


' use of the drug, I humbly beg to state tbat its 
_ use in the manner described by me has produced 
: demoralizing effects upon the physical and moral 


as it affects the brain quicker than drinking or — 


eating. 

40. Yes; ganja is used by native doctors in 
preparing medicines on diseases such as asthma, 
dysentery, diarrhea, dyspepsia, It is used also 
in the treatment of cattle disease. 

41. The moderate use of bhang for drinking or 
eating is stated to be, and may be, beneficial in 
its effects, as described in clauses (a) and (4) of 
the question ; but I doubt whether the moderate 
use of ganja for smoking is beneficial in its effects 
in any way. Persons who actually consume the 
drug say that the moderate use of it is beneficial 
in its effects as preventive of disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts; but much reliance cannot 
be placed on their statemeuts. They naturally 
extol the qualities of the drug they use. Gen- 
erally the habitual moderate consumers of the drugs 
use them for the purposes mentioned above. 


42. I consider the moderate use of bhang for 
driuking or eating is harmless; but I cannot say 
that the moderate use of ganja for smoking is 
harmless, as it is stated by a native medical officer 
that smoking affects the brain quicker than drink- 
ing or eating any preparation made of the drug. 


43, Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 


44, The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of avy of the drugs is stated to be refreshing for 
a time. It produces intoxication, It allays 
hunger for a time, z.c., while the consumer is under 
intoxication. ‘The effect of smoking is stated to 
last for two or three hours; but that of eating or 
drinking any of the preparations made of the 
drug is stated to last even fora day. ‘The after- 
effect is stated to be drowsivess. The want of 
subsequent gratification does produce longiug or 
uneasiness. 


condition of the ignorant masses, and in some 
instances to such an extent that I have seen 
persons becoming lunatics or half mad owing to 
the intemperate use of the drug, and whose fami- 
lies have been reduced in many cases to strait. 
A sort of freuziness or madness guins over the 
smokers, which makes them indifferent to worldly 
matters, and all energy and activity are lost for 
any work * * * , The baneful results have 
been that some of the smokers, when unable to 
work avd support their families, abandon them 
to their fate and go abroad as sadhus or 
fakirs’’ From what I have seen and heard of 
the habitual excessive smokers of ganja, I fully 
endorse the opiuion expressed by Rao Bahadur 
Rudragowda Artal. 


47. No, 


48, The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drugs also cannot be said to be a hereditary habit, 
and does not affect in any way the children of the 
excessive Consumers. 

49. It is stated tbat the drug is used as an 
aphrodisiac, and that few prostitutes use it. The 
use of the drug for this purpose is considered more 
injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic, 
inasmuch as it gradually affects injuriously the 
procreative power. I have not got information 
as regards the furm in which the drug is used for 
this purpose in the Southern Mabratta country ; 
but I am told that preparations made of ganja for 
eating, such as majum and yakuti, are used for 
this purpose in Poona, and that persons using 
them drink milk after they use the sweetmeats. 
I am given to understand that the use of the druy 
in the form of sweetmeat for this purpose does 
not produce any injurious effect if milk be drunk 
after its use. 

50. From what a bairagi in Poona said in 
answer to my question, I am led to believe that 
habitual excessive use of ganja for smoking pro- 
duces impotence. 


51. Ido not think so, Neither the moderate 
nor excessive use of any of the drugs has any 
close connection with crime in general, or with 
crime of any special character. 

52. Vide answer to question No. 5], 

53. No; I am not aware of any case of the 
kind. 

54. I do not think so. 

55. It seems from what Rao Bahadur Rudra- 
gowda, District Deputy Collector, Bijapur, has 
written in his report, which is quoted by the 
Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and 
Abkari, in bis report to Government, No, 4752, 


dated the 11th September 1893, that criminals, | 


in order to further their designs, sometimes induce 
their victims to partake of ganja mixed with 
madan-masta, madan-kamsi and dbatura, and so 
stupefy themselves. I do not think that com- 
plete stupefaction can be thus induced by this 
drug without admixture, 


56. Iam unable to answer this question, as I 
have not received proper information on this 
point, 


57. Some years ago I had an occasion of observ- 
ing the effects which the use of bhang for drink- 
ing produced on a novice, If I recollect well, the 
individual who used it began to act like a mad- 
mao, When it seemed that be was highly intoxi- 
cated, he was kept in a dark room and given an 
antidote, which gradually restored him to his 
proper senses. I think he was only drowsy the 
whole night and had no sound sleep. 


58. I consider the present system is capable of 
some improvement. 
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other intoxicants, is considerably light, Iam of 
opinion that the minimum rate of retail sale 
price of ganja should be fixed at 22-8 per ib., 
and that of bhang at 10 annas per tb. ‘The 
highest rate at which ganja is sold by retail is 
Ri-4 per Ib., and that at which bbang is sold by 
retail is 2 annas per Ib. If the rates proposed by 
me be adopted, the drugs will be dearer and the 
consumers will naturally be more economic and 
considerate in using them than now. 


66. Only one kind of ganja is produced in the 
Southern Mahratta country. 


67. I consider the present method of taxing the 
drugs entails a very light incidence of the tax on 
the consumer, and I am of opinion that it should 
be improved, as suggested in my answer to ques- 
tion No. 65. 


68. Sometimes consumers use drugs on the 
premises of the shops licensed for the sale of the 
drugs. I am of opinion that they should be 
strictly prohibited from using them there, 


69, From the enquiries made it seems that the 
wishes of the people are consulted before a shop 
is opened, in some districts through mamlatdars 
and village officers. It is necessary that local 
public opinion should be considered invariably. 

70. There are nove. I think uuty is really 
paid in respect of the drugs used, I cannot say 
that there is any general use of untaxed drugs in 
the Southern Mahratta country, 


Statement referred to in the answer to 
question No. 25. 
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59, The only suggestions that I can make are ) S 
(1) that the maximum quantity at present fixed, iwecat 3 
40 tolas, for retail sale to, and possession by, one Nameof | Year poi ‘ of re ae | 
“ ietric ‘ A , G . So 
person, should be reduced to 10 tolas; (2) that district, tion. | foes | Gaviae | bhang,) 5S 
minimum retail sale prices of the drugs should be | | | | 
fixed; and (8) that the rate of duty on import, | . 3 
export and transport of the drugs should be— | ES 
enhanced. [ make these suggestions with a view | ¥ hc. atoll | fo 
to restrict the use of the drugs as far as possible | “ / eet Ga 
lor the reasons viven i > : PG ee "1988-88  , |864,018; 2,792; .. | 
or the vive no my answer to question Cs 141-55 = |_s«(Do, 2,844] os : 
No. 35. H 1385-48 be 3,323)... | a 
z an | » 4488-87 No. 8,373:|leass ; 
60. Yes; [think so, The present system re- | pelgaum .4 1%7%8 Do. 4081 = 
° . . « . H 595-5) he 96 ’ 
quires no modification in this respect. | 1589-40 Do, , 3,136 ‘ 
‘ ; . . , 18Hn-91 -{ Do + S363] ~... < 
61, Charas is not produced in the Southern - |: iswi-2 | /1,013,261' 3,166 | 189.21 | ; 2:10 
Mahratta country. TOP he ee eal dare) nl piicaiate 
pate (| 1883-83 , | 882,907) 6,107! 346-5, | 9.ag 
62. No. i jgss-85 .} Do, | 6,265] 406-14! 114 
‘ on | 1885-86 =}, Do. | 6,036] 692-24 2-24 
63. The only suggestion that I have to make | 1836-87 cH Do. | (7,605 | 810-28 2-40 
. . ae . | 1887-1 et o% 5 “5 45 
18, as ei peas caine minimum retail sale | Raawar = >* | eee 0 Dn } 11.026 |) S842 728 
rice ne drug 1839-90 2] Do, | 11/000] 833-18 £28 
prices of the drugs should be fixed. iso0-o1 | bo, “a s80 | 1117-2 
. ae R i t “92 . {1,051, ’ »ll0- 
64, In order to enhance the price of the drugs, | L is08-63 "Dos | ae00 “ath 
I propose that the present rate of duty on im port, c|1ass-65 , |638,493 | 1,378 | 150-31 | 
. P i H 57 a0-. 
export and transport of the drugs should be | aadiee 2S PEL 1,795 | 224-12 ; 
1885-h6 || Do. | 1488] ps 
doubled. 1886-87) Do. | 1,300 : 
: 2 » | iss7-38 =} bo, | 1570 
65. At present ganja and bhang are sold under | BP" + 1838-89: | Do. | sis} 
one liceus2, aud the rate of taxation on both | | tan0-91 : |. Dee ddsaeteLoblie-s 
the diugs is the same. ‘The present taxation on Aloe bei Hed Bb aed 
the drugs, as compared with that on alcoholic and | ih ie i Pe. 





382. Evidence of Rao Banapur RupRacowpa CHaNVIRGOWDA ARTAL, Lengayet, 
Deputy Collector, Bijapur. 


1. By coming in contact with the masses as | 


wellas by observing the health and conduct of | 
persons addicted to the vice, 
places where sadhus or saints 


2, The definitions of ganja and charas herein 
given may be accepted as correct for this district. 


and also by visiting | The ganja manufactured and sold bere is flat 
reside, i ganja, 
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8. In nove of the districts in the Southern | these drugs lose their intoxicating property, and 


Mahratta country the hemp plant grows sponta- 
neously. 


4. The plants do not grow wild here. 


Sand 6, As the plant does not grow wild here, 
I am unable to answer these questions, 


7. The hemp plant bas beeu cultivated only 
at Bijapur ona very small scale for the produe- 
tion of ganja and bhang only for the last two 
years, Charas is not prepared here. 
is grown in this part of the country as a narcotic 
aud notas a fibre plant. ‘The area sown in 1892 
at Bijapur was about 13 acres, 


8. The area under hemp plant ia 1893 is only 
about 44acies. The reason for the decrease in the 
are3 under cullivation is due tothe fact that there 
is a considerable stock in band of the yield of the 
last year. 


9, As regards the method of cultivation, I 


beg to refer to paragraph 3 of my report, No. 562, | 


dated the 30th August last, printed at page 7 of 
the note submitted to Government by the Com- 
missioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 
with his letter No, 4752, dated 11th September 
1093. 


10, The person who has been cultivating hemp 
plant for the Jast two years at Bijapur, is a mar. 
vadi, but not an expert. He has, however, secured 
the services of two experts from Lengria in the 
Satara district. Generally the agricultural culti. 
vators do not know how to cultivate the plant; 
but the agricultural operations common to the 


The plant : beg a reference to paragraphs 6,15 and 14 of my 


_ bhang in the shape of fakki and ghota, 


' per cent, 


production of this and other plants are carried on | 


by the ordinary cultivators, 


11. The plants are never cultivated in this 
district for the production of ganja from the sevd 
of wild hemp. 


12. As the plants do not grow wild in this 
part of the country, Iam unable to answer this 
question, 


13. ‘Lhe cultivation of the hemp plant is not 


restricted in this part of the country; but the | 


- cultivator cannot manufacture the drug withont 


become quite useless forconsumption. ‘The druge 


_ cau be kept in good condition with ordinary care 


for two years, So far as I can ascertain from the 
people who generally deal in these drugs, I learn 
that no special measures can be tuken to prevent 
deterioration after two years. 

19. Yes; charas is not at all used in this part 
of the country. Ganja is used ouly for smoking. 
As regards other uses of ganja aud its seeds, I 


report above quoted. 


2, As regards classes, wide the concluding 
portion of paragraph 5 of my report. 

The proportion of the ganja-smoking people 
is estimated to be 30 per cent. in the Sholapur, 
Satara, Ahmednagar and Poona districts, and 10 
per cent, in the Southern Mahratta country. 


21. Only the flat ganja is used in this district. 
I, however, learn that there is no difference in the 
intoxicating nature of the different kinds uf 
ganja, 

22. Charas is not at all used in the Bijapur 
district. 

23. As far as I can ascertain, bhang is not 
used for smoking in this part of the country. 


24, Generally the Muhammadans eat and drink 
The pro- 
portion of bhang-eaters (a) is estimated to be 
1} per cent., and that of bhang-drinkers about 3 
T have actually come across a Gondhali 
ora Joshiger at Dharwar who used to eat in my 
preseuce mere bhang powder mixed with cold 
water, then ground on a stone and made into 
small halls, If Iremember right, I think he used 
to eatat one time from 20 to £0 tolas. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
increase, the rate of the increase being about 2 or 
3 per cent, every vear, This can be attributed 


to the fact that if there is a sadhu, an arudh or a 
- fakir, makiog bis residence in a certain locality, 


alicense to be granted by the Collector on this | 
Lehalf in the Form B, sanctioned by Government, ‘ 


and the drug ean only be sold to persons duly 
licensed to sell the same by wholesale. Iam not 


aware of any special conditions of climate, rainfall : 
and elevation above sea level, but I think it can be | 


grown in red or loamy soil as an irrigated crop. 
Except in parts of the Badami taluka where the 
soil is sandy and rocky, I am of opinion the plant 
can be cultivated as an irrigated crop with success 
inany other part of this district. 


14, Yes; ganja and bhang are produced from | 
Charas is | 


the hemp plant cultivated at Bijapur, 
not prepared here. As regards the extent, I beg 


to refer to paragraph 4 of my report above quoted. — 


15. Vide paragraphs 5, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of 
my report above alluded to. (4) ‘Ihe hemp plants 
do not grow wild here. 


~——~¥6.-No; the people do not prepare bbang in 
their houses, Yes; it can be prepared from the 


hemp plant grown in any place. The last part 
of the question cannot be answered because the 
plants do not grow wild here. 


17. By any class of people; but generally the 
Muhammadans prepare the majum or majun, 
The ghota 18 prepared occasioually by higher 
castes of Hindus, 

18. Yes; they do. 
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After about five years © 


it is invariably the case that good many people 
living in the viemity flock in numbers around him, 


' and | have observed that such resorts are the chief 


rendezvous of ganja-smoking, This contayion 
is spreading every day with the increased facilities 
of communications, as the so-called sadhus are now 
able to wanderfrom place to place without much 
inconvenience and trouble, 


26. The following is the proportion of the 
consumers of the drugs :— 


Ganja. Vhang. 
(a) about 5 per cent, - 3 per cent. 
Doras txt auiast a 
(ie ao ” 1 per cent. 
(d) ” 1 ” ° . eee 


27, Weavers, fakirs, gosavis and day-labourers 
mainly use these drugs. People who are total 
abstainers pay constant visits to the ascetics and 
thus come in contact with persons who are already 
addicted to the vice and thereby follow the example 
of their brethren, 


28, It is said that an habitual moderate con- 
sumer requires daily 1 tola of ganja which costs 
him 6 pies, and an habitual excessive consumer 
requites 10 tolas which cost him about 5 apnas, 
according to the rates now prevailing here. An 
habitual moderate consumer of bhang has to 
spend daily 14 pies, and an excessive consumer 
3 pies, 

29 ‘Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for the purpose of smoking, Cardamoms and 
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nutmegs are also occasionally mixed with ganja 
and smoked, with a view to increase the intoxi- 
cating power of the drug. Ihave actually seen 
a Bava ata place near my native place (Artal in 
the Dharwar district) smoking ganja mixed with 
opium, aconite powder and cast skin of a cobra 
capella. Dhatura is occasionally mixed with the 
smoking dose of the drug. As regards other 
ingredients mixed with various preparations of 
hemp, vide paragraphs 8, 9, 10 and 11 of my 
report. It is said that these admixtures enhance 
the power of intoxication. 


80. It is mainly used by the male sex, but also 
to avery small extent by low prostitutes. If 
once addicted to the habit, a person finds it very 
difficult to give it up. It is not usualfor children 
to consume avy of the drugs, but when attacked 
by dysentery children are given bhang to drink, 

81. Yes; it is easily formed. It is very 
difficult to break off. It is said that there is a 
strong tendency, in the case of these drugs, for the 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive habit. 


33. The first aim of Hindu Theosophy is to 
secure the concentration of the mind, and it is the 
popular belief that this drug possesses the marvel- 
lous qualities of bringing on this effect. ‘The drug 
is so far adored that it has received epithets in 
Sanskrit such as “cheedanand” and “giddhapatri’”’, 
which literally mean “giver of delight to the 
mind” and “leaves endowed with supernatural 
powers”, respectively. The higher classes who use 
the drug for this purpose hold that the use of 
the drug is conducive to health if it is cleaned 
thoroughly before using it and taken moderately. 


The habitual use of these drugs is considered 
disereditable, and the habitual consumers are not 
as a rule respected and trusted. So far as I can 
ascertain, the plant is not worshipped in this part 
of the country. . 

$4. Certainly it would be a serious privation to 
habitual excessive consumers of these drugs, as 
it is exceedingly difficult to break off the habit 
once contracted, though very probably beneficial. 


sumers would be 8,000, ¢.¢., 1 per ceut, accord- 
ing to the imperial census of 1891 (Bijapur 
district). 

35, Ido not think that it would be feasible to 


prohibit the use of these drugs altogether. Certain- | 
ly it would be consumed illicitly unless the culti- | 


vation of the drug is prohibited also in the Native 
States. Undoubtedly the entire prohibition of 
the use of the drug would create serious dis- 


content for a time at least; but such a sort | 


of discontent would scarcely amount to a 
political danger. With some proper restriction 
these drugs should, I think, be sold for medi- 
cinal purposes by persuns licensed by the Collector 
to do so; perhaps the entire prohibition of the 
drug may drive the habitual excessive consumer 
to the use of other drugs, such as dhatura seeds, 
aconite and nux vomica, which grow wild, and 
other stimulants such as opium, &c. I think it is 
very desirable that the use of these drugs should 
be restricted, if notentirely prohibited, by making 
them expensive through the imposition of heavy 
excise duty. Such a measure will keep these 
drugs out of the reach of the poor people who 
are generally habitual excessive consumers, 


36. I do not think so. On the contrary, I 
should say the tendency is the other way, as there 
are religious objections to the use of liquors con- 
taining alcohol. 


37. Iam informed that the smoking of charas 
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produces more intoxication than that of ganja, 
as it contains the active principle of the plant. 


38. T am informed that no different effects 
in kind or degree are produced on the consumers, 


39, It is said that the drinking or eating 
of the hemp plant is more injurious than smok- 
ing the same through a pipe, 

40. Vide paragraph 12 of my report. 


41, It is said that the moderate use of these 
drugs is beneficial in effects (a) as a food accessory 
or digestive. Its moderate use alleviates fatigue— 
I refer to the moderate occasional use. 


42. It is said that the moderate occasional use 
of any of these drugs is harmless, 


43. Yes; they are said to be inoffensive to 
their neighbours, 


45 and 46. Yes; the habitual moderate use of 
these drugs produces noxious effects, It impairs 
the health of consumers, causes the loss of 
appetite, produces asthma. It does impair 
the moral sense, induces laziness and habits 
of immorality and debauchery, It occasionally 
produces insanity, Iu some cases it is temporary, 
and in others permanent, I have seen some 
persous going mad by the use of gania. They 
shout loudly and walk sometimes naked in the open 
streets, and are quite indifferent to worldly matters. 


47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appear to bea hereditary habit, 
nor does it affect in any way the children of 
moderate consumers, 


49. Iam informed that the moderate use of 
these drugs is occasionally practised as an aphro- 
disiac. Yes, it is used both by prostitutes aud 
their lovers. 

50. I have heard that the excessive use of the 
hemp has produced impotence at the advanced age 
of consumers; but I think such cases are few 
and far between. 


51. Iam informed that bad characters are not 


] : as a rule moderate consumers of any of these drugs. 
The probable number of habitual excessive con- — 


The persons addicted to the vice generally do pot 
commit serious crimes; but they commit simple 
assaults, and when they are in want of money to 
purchase the drug they commit petty thefts. 

52, As a rule excessive consumers do not com. 
wit any serious crimes, 

55, See paragraph 6 of my report. 

56. See answer to question 29, 

57. Ganja and charas are neither eaten nor 
drunk in this part of the country. 

58 and 59. The present system of administra- 
tion in respect of hemp drugs works well, but it 
is capable of further improvements, so as to re- 
strict its use especially by the poor people; and I 
think the time has come now to put the drugs on 
the same footing as opium and alcoholic stimu- 
lants, The present rates of duty levied on trans- 
ports, imports and exports are in my humble 
opinion exceedingly light, and with a view to 
keep these drugs out of the reach of the poor 
people I would suggest that heavier excise duties 
should be imposed both on the drugs prepared in 
the British territory as well as on those in the 
Native States. The drugs manufactured should 
be stcred in a bonded warehouse or a depét, to be 
issued, on payment of excise duty, only to licensed 
vendors, as is now done in the case of opium. 
Charas should have its own rate. The ganja is 
said to be of a greater strength than bhang, and 
they must therefore have separate rates of excise 
duty. The farm of a district should not be sold 


to the highest bidder, as is now done invariably 
in every district, but: separate shop licenses should 
be issued to applicants on payment of a fixed fee. 
To secure the efficient administration of the 
system, the right of selling the farm in the ad- 
joining Native States will have to be purchased 
by paying compensation to the chiefs, as has been 
done in the case of country liquor. 


60 and 6]. Asit is impossible to prepare or 
cultivate the drugs surreptitiously, there is no 
need for control. 


62. As the cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is not separate from the cul- 
tivation of the plant for the production of ganja, 
no further control than that now exercised is 
needed, 


63 and 64, See answers to questions 58 and 
59. 


65. No tax is at present levied on the prepara- 
tions of these drugs, except the import and trans- 
port duties, in respect of which vide answers to 
questions 58 and 59, 

66. Only flat ganja is prepared iu this district, 
and I do not think it necessary that there should 
be different rates of taxation, because the different 





kinds of ganja do not differ materially in 
strength. 


67. The transport and export duties ievied at 
present are merely nominal, and I would suggest 
that the present rates should be considerably en- 
hanced. 


68. There are licensed shops in this district 
where these drugs are sold, but there is nothing 
in the terms of the licenses granted prohibiting 
the use of these drugs on the premises of such 
shops. 

69. Generally some sort of preliminary en- 

quiries are made by the local officers witbout con- 
sulting the wishes of the inhabitants of the local- 
ity where a new shop is intended to be opened. 
If the local officers are of opinion that a shop is 
required at a particular place, it is generally sanc- 
tioned. 
70. See paragraph 18 of my Report No, 562 
of 30th August lust. Probably people living on 
the borders of Native States buy their supplies 
from shops in the States, as it is said that these 
drugs are sold there cheaper than in the British 
territory. According to the present terms of the 
contract, a farmer or licensee is authorized to sell 
to one and the same person on any one day as 
much as 40 tolas. 1 think this limit is rather 
high, and it should be reduced to two tolas as has 
been recently done in the case of opium, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I ama Lengayet. Weare follow- 
ers of Shiva, and they say that unless we smoke 
wanja we cannot understand God or find out God. 
The sadhus and others say it is absolutely neces- 
sary for that concentration of mind required for 
this understanding of God, This understanding 
of God is not necessary to us all, but to our reli. 
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| for some offence. 


gious men. I believe there must be reference to 
this in the Shastras; but I cannot lay my hand 
Onany passage. The Lengayets are a sect rather 
than a caste; and there are caste divisions within 
the sect. There are no Brahmins, It is a seces- 
sion from Brahminism. 


Question 2.— Bhung is merely powdered ganja 
in this part of the country. I have not seen 
bbhang properly so called, 


Question 20.—The percentages here are on 
adult males. ‘The proportions for other districts 
are based on contractors’ information. But for 
the Southern Mahratta country it is my own 
estimate; it may bea little high. It contains, 
however, the occasional consumers ; and consump- 
tion is growing, The total ten per cent, under 
ganja in answer 26 isthe ten per cent, of the 
population shown in answer 2(), I have omitted 
there the percentages for other districts given 
in answer 20; for I know nothing personally of 
these percentages. 


Question 29.—I cannot say how much bhang 
goes to the ser of bhoja, which is a liquid, 


Question 835,—I would interfere with the habits 
of the poor in this respect because they give up 


; : 
Thus they suffer more from habitual excessive 
consumption than the better classes do, They 
use the drugs sometimes in moderation with ad- 
vantage ; but generally this moderate use becomes 
excessive to their great injury. So I would try 
to stop consumption by them altogether. These 
drugs also injure most those who have poor food. 
Rich food is necessary with these drugs, 


Probably they would turn to opium or dhatura, 
but not alcohol, owing to religious objections, To 
take to dhatura would be far worse, 


Question 45.—It is only the excessive use of 
the drugs that produces insavity, I know four 
cases of madness produced by ganja, I mean 
that the insanity in each case was attributed by 
the relations to ganja; and I accepted their state- 
ments, One was my teacher; and I never saw 
him smoke. But two of the four men I have seen 
smoke ganja. ‘There is only one case which I 
know well enough to say positively that the ganja 
was the cause of the ineanity. 


That case wasin 1875 or 1876, when the man 
became insane. He was not a connection of mine. 
He was the son of a drummer, who went about 
with dancing girls, My father knew him. He 
was a Lengayet and would not use drink, He 
was a gambler, and was sent to jail in 1878-79 
A “decoy-powder ” (or love- 
powder) given by a wife might produce insanity : 
that is the popular idea. Some attributed one 
case, that I head of, to this. I can give no other 
causes of insanity in general, My belief is that 
the ganja caused the insanity in this case. It is 
a popular belief among the Hindus that ganja 
causes insanity, 1 know excessive smokers who 
are not insane: the popular belief is that exces- 
sive use may cause insanity, not that it always 
does, 





33. Evidence of Rao BAHADUR RaMCHANDRA RasJARAM MuLt, Deshastha Brahmin, 
Administrator of Jath, in Southern Mahratia Country. 


1. During my service as admivistrator of Miraj 
(Junior) and Jath, where hemp is cultivated, I 
had opportunities of getting information from the 


vol. vii. 


cultivators of hemp and dealers in hemp drugs. 
I had also opportunities of observing the character 
of those addicted to the use of hemp drugs. 


u 2 
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2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain might be 
accepted for this State and Southern Mahratta 
country geverally. The words subji, siddhi and 
patti are not in use here. The word bhang is in 
use here, but it is synonymous with ganja. There 
is no bheng here as is found in Northern India. 
Round ganja is not made in this part of the 
country. Chur is called here gadada. 


8, 4, 5 and 6, The wild hemp plant is not 
found in this part of the country, and therefore 
these questions need no answer. 


7. The hemp plant is cultivated in this part for 
the production of ganja only. No cultivation is 
made for (4), (c) and (d). The hemp plant is 
cultivated in the Jath State at Kumbhari, 
Bagewadi, B4j, Belunki, Yeldari, Jath, Jangalgi, 
Boblad, Aukla, and at Kharsundi* (Aundh State), 
Mhaswad* and Lenzre* of the Satara district, and 
Morale* of Miraj Junior. 

The total extent of hemp cultivation in this 
State is about 30 acres, 
ascertaining the acreage under hemp cultivation 
in the villages marked * in the above list, But I 
can say from a reference to statements of crops 
given in the Annual Report of the Director of 
Land Records and Agriculture, 1889-90, that in 
the surrounding British districts of Satara, 
Bijapur and Belgaum 368, 1, and 2 acres are, 
respectively, under the hemp cultivation. 

$. From the statistics to hand I find that there 
has been an increase in the area under hemp eultiva- 
; because the soil and t li ; 
western portion of Jath are favourable for its culti- 
vation, and the produce pays very well. ‘I'he 
increase has been since the past seven or eight years, 
There has been greater demaud for ganja, and 
hence the increase. 

9, The land called Marul (mixture of red earth 
with white) is generally selected for ganja culti- 
vation. ‘he site thus selected is well ploughed 
and manured with cowdung and then it is 
harrowed several times, The seed is not preserved 
here, but is brought from the Khanapur taluka 
of the Satara district. I am informed that the 
ganja secd from Ahmednagar is considered the 
best ; and the Khanapur cultivators bring it from 
that district. The sowing operation commences 


I have no means of 


| 
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as soon as the rain periods called Punarwasu and | é é : vse 
, Operation brings narcotic properties in the stuff, 


Pushia set in—that is, in the month of July. It is 


popularly believed that the July (Punarwasu and | 


Pushia) rains are favourable for the raisiug of 
ganja crop. Ganja cultivators are, therefore, on 
the alert not to lose this favourable opportunity. 
The seed is sown by means of /2ffan or drill plough, 
On the plauts attaining the height of nearly six or 
nine inches, weeding operation begins, In the 
event of the plants growing too closely, they are 
thinned and carefully weeded out. 


State. 
the plants are watered by well irrigation twice a 
week. 
branches are lopped olf. 
commences by November. 


ugain harrowed and all weeds are 





The method | 
of transplavtation of ganju is not known in this | 
{f the rainfall is scarce and inopportune, | 


Pa 


10, There is not a separate class of persons 
who cultivate hemp. But those among the agri- 
culturists who have means of cultivating the hemp 
plant do so. 


11, Never in this part of the country. 
12, No. 


15. In this province the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for ganja appears to have been restricted to 
the districts in the plain country, that is, districts 
of the Deccan, the Southern Mahratta country, and 
Khandesh. The climate and situation of these parts 
appear favourable to the growth of hemp plant for 
ganja. As in the coast districts the hemp plant is 
not at all cultivated, the cultivation does not seem 
common to all districts. Hot climate, friable loamy 
soil, rain periods, viz., Pushia and Punarwasu, ete,, 
are the special conditions for the cultivation of 
hemp plant for ganja. In this portion of this 
State and generally where there is deep black soil 
as inthe Dén valley its cultivation for ganja 
seems impossible. 


14, Ganja is prepared from the hemp plant in 
this State at the following places :— 

(1) Kumbhari, (2) Bagewadi, (3) Béj, (4) Be- 
lunki, (5) Jath, (6) Yeldari, (7) Jangalgi, (8) 
Boblad, and (9) Anklé. And, so far as | know, 
this article is prepared also in the villages of 
the neighbouring States ‘and British districts. 
These places are as follows :— 

Lengre, Mahaswad and Kharsundi, ete. 


lai 


is 150 maunds (80 tolas=1 seer and 40 seers=1 
maund), 


(6) and (c) are not prepared in this part of the 
country, 


15. The wild hemp plant is not met with in 
this part of the country, and therefore the follow- 
ing particulars of the method of the preparation 
relate tu the cultivated plant only. When crop is 
ready for reaping, a piece of ground, about 9 feet 
long, is cleaned and well cowdunged. On this 
place the unfertilized flowering tops of the hemp 
plant are heaped, ‘This heap is trodden by men for 
16 times every day. At the end of every fourth 
time, the heap is turned upside down. ‘this 
operation goes on for four days successively, This 


which is then termed ganja. 


(A) Smoking. Before ganja is put into a pipe 


itis rubbed in the palm of the hand witha tew 


drops of water ; aud is then well pressed hetween 
two palms of the hands so as to remove all water 
and make it sticky. 

(B) Eating. For this purpose a preparation is 
made of ganja which is called fakki, The manu- 
facture of fakki is us follows :— 


Ganja is first fried in ghee and then it is mixed 
with sugar in equal proportion. In this mixture 


: : the spices, vzz., cardamoms, nutmegs, cloves and 
‘Yo favour the upward growth, the lower | Sry : ll: 


Trimming of the plants — jiixed with a little jagri. 
The ganja plot is - + 
removed, - 


poppy seeds are added. Some people eat ganja 


Anotber preparation made for eating ganja is 





At this stuge the plants begin to tower, when — 


the services of an expert are called into 
requisition, At this juncture all the stami- 
nate or male plants must be cut down and re- 
moved, ‘This work can only be done by an expert, 
who is paid at least Rs, 10 a month during the 
time his services are employed. 
Parakhdar, because he examines all the plants 
and carefully takes away all the male plants till 
they disappear altogether. 


He is called ) 


! 


i 
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dered, A syrup of sugar is prepared in which the 
fried and powdered ganja is mixed. This mixture 
is then boiled and stirred until it becomes an adhe- 
sive syrup. ‘Lhis syrup is then poured into a 
flat vessel which is kept open in the air. When 
the syrup concretes into a thick cake, it is divided 
into small parts and made ready for use. 


With a view to play practical jokes ganja is 
used in the preparation of a dish called bhajima 
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preparation of gram flower and slices of brinjal, 
ete. (here instead of brinjal, ganja is put), soaked 
in.oil or butter and fried. 

(C) Drinking. For drinking purposes a pre- 
paration called ghota ismade. The method of this 
preparation is as given below :— 


Ganja (female flowering tops made into flat cakes) 
is mixed with water, and the mixture is grounded 
either in a mortar with a pestle or pounded on a 
hard stone with another stone. The quantity 
thus pounded is mixed with cardamoms, cloves, nut- 
megs, sugar aud poppy seeds, The mixture is 
again grounded for several hours, then the mixture 
is poured down by a person standing on an ele- 
vated place into another pot. ‘This process is con- 
tinued till the mixture comes to the satisfaction of 
the consumer. This process of pouring down the 
mixture is, it is believed, calculated to increase the 
narcotic property of the drug in proportion to the 
height of the place from which the mixture is 
poured down again and again. The ghota is 
sometimes prepared in sugarcane juice. This 
drink is taken ad libitum, 


16. As there is no bhang in this part of the 
country information is not available. 

17, Ganja is prepared for smoking purposes by 
those who use it. ‘There are not professional 
classes for preparing it. Majum is prepared by 
sweetmeat sellers. Ghota for drinking purposes 
is prepared by persons in their houses. In large 
towns and cities it is prepared by sweetmeat 
makers for sale. 


18. Ganja deteriorates by keeping, It loses its 
effects in time. With ordinary care it can be 
kept in good condition for a year or so. By long 
keeping it gets a musty smell, and its narcotic 
properties disappear by evaporation. Measures to 
prevent deterioration are not known in this part 
of the country. 


19. Ganja is not used for smoking only ; but it 
is eaten after mixing it with other things. It is 
used in majum, fakki, ghota and bhaji, The 
particulars of the preparations are given in my 
reply to question No. 15. The use of these 
preparations is prevalent in the Deccan and 
Southern Mahratta country, It is also used for 
medicinal purposes. 


20. Gossains, bairagis, fakirs, kaikadis, ramo- 
sis, bhamtias or uchalias (professional picl- 
pockets), weavers, dyers, and many of the lower 
strata of the population use ganja. Even in 
higher classes there are many Brahmins and many 
others who are addicted to the smoking of ganja. 
In my opinion vot less than 8 per cent. of the 
population (in this part of the country) is addicted 
to ganja-smoking. In towns the proportion of 
ganja-smokers is greater than in villages. Where 
there are criminal classes, the consumption of 
ganja is on a larger scale. 

21. Round ganja is preferred for smoking ; 
but here it is not easily available; the flat ganja 
is, therefore, generally used everywhere in this 
part of the country ; chur is not used for smoking 
here. 


22. Charas is scarcely used here, It is import: 
ed for sale from Sind, the Central Provinces and 
the Punjab. 


i CN 


life. 


23 and 24. The bhang is not met with in this | 


part of the country, and particulars therefore can. 
not be given, 


25. The consumption of ganja is on the in- 
crease, which is observable among the lower 


classes. The reason is the want of education 
among them, Their material condition is im- 
proved, and they therefore can afford to spend 
money in their vicious habits of using ganja. 

26. I have stated above that 8 per cent, of the 
population are consumers of ganja. This propor- 
tion may be classified as follows :— 


(2) Habitual moderate consumers , 5 
(4) Do. excessive do. ° 1 
(c) Occasional moderate consumers ,. 14 
(a) Do excessive do. ; 4 
Total e 8 


27. (a) Habitual moderate consumers are from 
the working classes who use ganja as a stimulant. 


(6) Habitual excessive consumers are taken 
from lower orders who lead idle life: and are al- 
most vagabonds. 


(c) Occasional moderate consumers are from 
better classes who use ganja ou holidays and in 
religious ceremonies. 


(d) Occasional excessive consumers are from 
occasional moderate consumers mentioned in (c). 

28, The average allowance of ganja to (a) 
habitual moderate consumers is about two tolas at 
acost of half an anna per diem, while for (0) 
habitual excessive consumers about 7 or 8 tolas of 
ganja at a cost of two annas per diem is required. 

29. Tobacco is (a) ordinarily mixed with ganja 
by the different classes of smokers, In (4) excep- 
tional eases the mixture of petals of rose flowers, 
cloves, cardamom seeds, nutmevs and cinnaman are 
mixed together, and the mixture is wel! powdered: 
The powder thus prepared is mixed with ganja 
before it is used for smoking by well-to-do 
persons, 


Dhatura is sometimes so used by those who are 
hard smokers. The object of mixing tobacco is 
to give flavour to the ganja, which is naturally 
insipid. In tobaceo there is nicotine principle 
while it is absent in ganja. Tobacco is therefore 
generally mised with this stuff. In order to give 
aromatic smell to the smoke the massala (the 
articles mentioned above) in exceptional cases is 
mixed. Bhang massala is not sold in this part of 
the country. I am informed that in Northern 
India, where bhang is extensively used, bhang 
massala is generally sold. Its ingredients are 
said to be poppy seed, kasni, and cucumber seed. 
Excessive smokers add sugar to this bhang 
massala, The object of mixing dhatura is to in- 
crease the narcotic property of ganja. Black 
dhatura seed (Dhatura fastussa) is preferred. 

It may be mentioned here that a pip? made of 
sugarcane is used for smoking ganja. It is a 
belicf that the pipe of the above kind increases 
narcotic property of ganja. 

30, Of the total number of consumers three- 
fourths smoke ganja in com- 
pany which sing songs* ad- 
dressed to ganja; the rest use it in solitude. The 
consumption of ganja is not confined to the male 
sex alone. Women of low character are met with 
who smoke ganja generally in solitude. The con- 
sumption of ganja is not confined to any time of 
It is not usual for children of tender years 
(under 14 years) to smoke ganja. 

31. The habit of consuming ganja js easily 
formed. It is, no doubt, very difficult to break 
off the habit: lowever,a moderate consumer 
might do without the use of ganja for a week or so ; 


® Please see appendix, 


| but habit being a second nature, the consumer 


cannot altogether give it up. I cannot say there 
is any tendency in the ganja itself for the moder- 
ate habit to develop into the excessive. Much 
depends upon society. 


32. So far as the Hindu community is con- 
cerned, it is difficult to make a distinction between 
social and religious customs, as every custom 3s 
- attributed to some religious principle. The con- 
sumption of ganja in one form or another 1s 
customary on holidays such as the Shivaratra 
or Muharram. In this part of the country pil- 
grimages are held at different places in honour of 
Shidanath, the supposed incarnation of Shiva 
(one of the Hindu Trinity). Ghota made of ganja 
is offered to the deity. On this occasion it 1s con- 
sidered incumbent on the devotee to take a cup of 
ghota himself and give some to his friends, rela- 
tions and followers, as the use of the drug im con- 
nection with the custom is regarded essential. 
The use is generally temperate. It is not likely 
to lead to the formation of the habit; nor is it 
injurious, as the use is only made once a year in 
a moderate form. 


33. The consumption of ganja is regarded 
vicious and disreputable. There exists a strong 
public opinion against the use of ganja, as the 
person addicted to this kind of intoxication 1s 
not considered respectable in society. I do 
think that the use of any form of the narcotic 1s 
held in disrepute, and I attribute the sentiment 
to the following reasons :— 


1si.—Generally narcotics are used by lower 
orders of the people. 


2nd.—They are used by criminal classes. 


3rd.—The use of the narcotic demoralises the 
character of aman and intoxication makes 
him act like a beast. 


4th.—As the results of the indulgence of the 
narcotic are proved pernicious, the babit 
is condemned by societies of all countries. 


The custom of worshipping the hemp plant is 
not known in this part of the country. 


$4. It would no doubt be a serious privation to 
gosains, bairagis, and fakirs to forego the con- 
sumption of ganja which they use every day. 
These classes spend their lives in pilgrimages in 
different parts of the country and use ganja as 
their main support. I do not think that other 
such classes as artisans, etc., would feel serious 
privation supposing they use the drug moderately. 


35. I do not think it feasible to prohibit alto- 
gether the use of all these drugs. The drug 
(ganja) will be consumed illicitly. The culti- 
vation of the hemp without permission will have 
to be made penal by the law. Such probibition 
is likely to occasion serious discontent among the 
consumers, such as gosains, bairagis, and others 
of the similar class. So far as this province 
(Bombay presidency) is concerned, such discon- 
tent will not amount to a political danger. I 
think such probibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants and other drugs, such as 
drinks of sindi or palm juice, 


36. I donot think that alcohol is now being 
used in place of ganja in this presidency. On 
the contrary, I think those who are unable to Luy 
liquors on account of its enhanced price resort to 
ganja. As regards this question, I cannot do 
better than give reference to page 236 of Hindu 


Materia Medica by U. C. Dutt, which will show 


that alcohol is Leing substituted for ganja in 
Bengal, 
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; as nO one can prepare it witiout a license. 


40. The Native Doctors, both Hindu and 
Muhammadan, use ganja in medicine, It is used 
to cure not only the diseases of cattle, but of 
horses also. 


41, (a) The moderate use of ganja by smok- 
ing is beneficial in its effects as digestive and its 
use by drinking is said to be a food accessory. 


(5) Yes. 


(c) It is a popular belief that smoking of 
ganja is preventive of disease in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts. 


Labouring classes and pilgrims who are required 
to travel different parts of the country use ganja 
for the above purposes. I refer to moderate 
habitual use, 

43. Yes. 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
ganja on the babitual consumer is to rouse his 
spirits. The use of ganja is said to be refreshing 
to the habitual consumer, It does produce in- 
toxication in moderate consumers ; drink prepared 
of ganja, that is, ghota, allays hunger. Smoking 
creates appetite. The effect of ganja-smoking 
lasts for abouttwo hours. I am informed that 
the lassitude is the after-effect. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing or 
uneasiness. 


51. A large proportion of bad characters, vwiz., 
bhamtyas (pick-pockets) aud kaikadis and other 
criminal classes are found to have been habitual 
moderate consumers of ganja. The use of ganja 
nerves the consumer to commit a crime, Popu- 
larly ganja intoxication is called “Mardani Kaif ” 
or male intoxication ; that is to say, the consumer 
while under the influence of ganja acts like a 
hero, 

52, Those who make the use of ganja to an 
excess habitually are sometimes found to have 
run amuck; murders are committed by such 
persons, but cases of these kinds are of rare occur- 
rence. 


54. Yes. 


55. Yes; criminals induce their victims to 


partake majum (made of ganja) and stupefy them- 
selves. 


58. The present system of excise adminis- 
tration in the Bombay presidency works geuerally 
well, but 1 cousider it susceptible of improvement 
in some minor points, 


59. The improvement seems necessary in the 
minimum quantity of intoxicating drugs allowed 
to be sold to one person on any one day, and the 
rate at which the drug should be sold in retail. 


60. In the Bombay presidency the cultivation 
of the ganja-hearing plant is not at all controlled, 
as under the present Abkari Act cultivation of 
ganja without permission is not an offence under 
Bombay Act No. V. of 1878 (vide Queen vs. 
Narain wd. Soma, 1883). But the process of 
the preparation of ganja is sufficiently controlled, 
J do 
not think any modification in the rules necessary. 


61. Charas is not produced here. 


62. Properly speaking, bhang as defined by 
Dr, Prain is not produced here, and therefore no 


| answer to this question is required from me. 


63. I see no objection to the system of whole- 
sale vend of ganja. As regards retail sale, I 
think 40 tolas, which is the present minimum 
quantity allowed by the rules, is too large, If 
intoxication is to be checked, the quantity should 


be reduced to 20 tolas; so also a rate should be 
fixed at which the licensee should sell the drug. 


64. No. 


65. According to the present system the 
monopoly of selling intoxicating drugs (including 
ganja, bhang and charas) is put to public auction, 
and the person whose bid is accepted is given a 
license. The licensee cells these articles at his 
own rates, Under such circumstances it is 
impossible to stase what is the taxation of each of 
the drags (ganja, bhang and charas) and therefore 
comparison With reference to each other is im- 
possible, A comparison of the tax on ganja 
with that on alcoholic intoxicants shows that the 
former tax is lighter than the latter. In order 
to check the vice of the use of ganja some 
evhancement in the tax seems desirable. 

66. I think there should be different rates of 


taxation for different kinds of ganja according as | 


such kind possesses more or less narcotic property. 
67 and 68. No. 
69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 


before a shop is opened in any locality. I think 
the opinion of the local bodies ought to be con- 














The object is to fill the stomach, 
Take (the name) of the hill (deity). 


A sadhu devotes himself to another sadhu, 

But a deceitful man devotes himself to (the 
acquisition of treasure) : 

Keep the company of the great, 

Greatness will increase ; 

Associate with a sadhu, 

And you will be turned into a pearl. 

Associate with the bad, 

And lose the (fruits of) meditation. 

Take (the name) of the hill (deity). 


Come, oh! thou Kali (ganja) 

Of Calcutta : 

Thy word will never prove untrue; 

Take the front one to the rear, 

Pluck the scoundrel’s beard, 

He who has spoiled the ways of religion. 
Thrash the scoundrel 

In front of the chavdi. 

Burn, oh! mother (ganja?), burn: 
Bramha Mahadev. 


sidered before a shop is opened for the retail sale | 
of intoxicating drugs. (N.B.—The sense is not clear in some places and the 


70. IT am not aware ofany facts. The Bombay language used is vulgar.) 


Abkari Act has been introduced by the Native 
States, which are bound by agreement to enforce 
it. Everything is done according to the rules 


under the Act and strict supervision is exercised | 
by the Abkari Department, and therefore the | 


payment of duty is not, so far I kuow, evaded. 
‘There is no general use of untaxed drugs. 


Appendix to the evidence of Rao Bana- 
DUR Ramcuanpra RasyarRamM MULE. 


Translation, 


Great is the holy preceptor, Sitaram, 

The warrior Bajrang before him stands, 

The enemy’s skull is off. 

Having drunk the nectar of devotion to Ram, 
He stands in an attitude of meditation 

Anil contemplates devoutly the preceptor’s feet, 
Take (the name) of the bill (deity). 


Great (deity of) Badri, 

Send, oh! bearded god (Mahadev), 
Bread like unto the cloud, 

And dal (as plentiful) as the ocean, 
For your worshippers to eat. 

Thou art near unto him who is present 
And far from bim who is negligent. 
Take (the name) of Bramha Mahadeyv. 


Lhe body is dirty ; 

The mind is pure; 

He stands on one foot contemplating. 

Some one says, 

‘TI am a sadhu (saint).” 

A mine of extreme fraud he is ; : 
Deceit takes possession of a hypocrite’s heart, 
But a sadhu has Ram in his mind, 

We do not know of any deceit: 
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Oral evidence. 


Question 8.—The increase in demand for ganja 
has been partly due to the improved condition of 
the people, but partly also to mereased export to 
Bijapur district, Mira} State and Belgaum 
district, 


The cultivation of hemp is very profitable and 
prohibition of cultivation would affect the people 
considerably, the raiyats I mean. The Jath State 
is under management; and the Bombay Excise 
Rules are in force. Ido not think hemp drugs 
are mentioned in any agreement with this State ; 
but the State is bound by agreement to act accord- 
ing to the general ALkari Law of Bombay. 


Question 15.—Bhaji is different from bhoja. 
It is only occasionally used in the way I have 
explained, 


Question 20,—I think that nearly one in ten 
(i.¢., eight per cent.) of adult males use ganja, I 
do not think this too high an estimate. 


Question 29,—I have not met any one who said 
he used dhatura. But I have been told that some 
gosains, &c., use this drug: the seeds, and only 
rarely. 


Question 40.—I do not know what the diseases 
are for which the hemp drugs are used by native 
medical practitioners, 


Question 51.—1 have inquired into this matter 
personally and have found that the classes of bad 
characters I have named are smokers, Con- 
tractors and village officers in the Jath State are 
my informants, 


Question 52,—I know no case personally of 
running amuck, I have heard of such cases and 
read of them in newspapers. ‘They are rare. 
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34. Evidence of Rao Bauavur V. H. SHIkuRe, Brahmin, Huzur Deputy Col- 
lector, Alibagh, Kolaba District. 


1. Ihave made personal enquiries with a few 
persons at Alibagh, who smoke ganja. 


2. Charas is not smoked in this district, and 
consequently nothing is known about it by the 
people here, Nothing is known of the definitions 
given here, as the hemp plant is not cultivated 
and manufactured in this district; what is 1m- 
ported for sale and smoked is called ganja, which 
appears to be of a mixed variety, viz., flat and 
round ganja; what is used for drinking is called 
bhang, consisting of smaller leaves or ‘‘ patti” 





ing classes. ‘The proportion of the consumers 
appears to be 1 to every 5U0 of the population of 
the district, which is, according to the census of 
1891, 594,872. 


21. The ganja imported here for sale is a mix- 
ture of flat and round leaves of the hemp plant. 

22. Not known. 

23. No. 


24 The people generally do not eat bhang. The 
same answer applies here as is given against ques- 





selected or remuining from the longer leaves of 
ganja. 


3. Not known. It does not grow spontanee 
ously in the Kolaba district. 


4, 5 and 6. Not known here. 
7. None in the Kolaba district. 
8, Requires no answer. 


9. Not known, as the plant is not cultivated 
here, 


10, 11 and 12. Not known. 


18. Cultivation is not restricted in the presi- 
dency of Bombay. But restrictions are placed 
on its import, export, aud salemvide Bombay Act 
V of 1878, 


14. Not in this district, 


15 and 16. Not known. But ganja, when 
brought home from the shop of the farmer, is 
prepared for smoking, thus—(A). Itis kept in 
water for some time anil then squeezed by hands 
till all impure water passes away. It is then 
mixed with dry tobacco either in equal or half 
quantity and smoked. (B) Eating of ganja is not 
known here save for medicinal purposes; what is 
used for drinking is called “ bhang,’’ a liquid pre- 
pacation made by the people generally in their 
own houses. (C) The smaller leaves of ganja 
selected for the purpose are first carefully washed 
by water so as to remove all impure matter there- 
from, and then mixed with spices, such as pepper, 
poppy seed, almonds, saffron, dried rose flowers 
(buds), ete. The whole mixture is pounded on 
a stone, to which then is added milk and sugar ; 
the liquid thus prepared is then passed through 
a piece of cloth by way of filtering it and drunk. 
Those who cannot afford to use the spices drink 
it without them. 


17, Not known. 


18, Ganja deteriorates by keeping after one 
year, and Lecomes quite useless for smoking pur- 
poses after three years. The causes of deteriora- 
tion are not known here. 


19, The following answers generally relate to 
ganja used for smoking purposes, 

Ganja is also known to be used occasionally for 
medical purposes to prevent diarrhaa, red dysen- 
tery, colic complaints and those from cold. It is 
then mixed with other native medicines, Its 
ashes are used for stopping ulcerations, 


20. Ganja-smoking is not confined to any parti- 
eular locality or particular class of people. But 
generally well-to-do people and those of the better 
classes do not smoke it. It is generally used for 
smoking by a majority of the people belonging to 
what are called wandering tribes, such as gosains, 
bairagis, fakirs and also by a few of the work- 





tion No. 20, except that there are very few persons 
who regularly drink bhang, and that few only 
occasionally do so on fast days and in the hot 
weather, ‘Their number, ezz., of both the classes 
may be taken to be about from 20" to 300 men 
out of the whole population of the district. 


25. It appears that the use of ganja is slightly 
on the increase, as appears from the fict that in 
1891-92 about 74 maunuds were consumed for the 
whole district, while in 1892-93, 75 (Bengal 
maunds); but it should, at the same time, be 
observed that the increase of one maund does not 
necessarily show any increase in the number of 
the consumers, as it is possible that during the 
latter year more ganja might have been purchased 
for uses other than smoking. 


26. About three-fourths of the number (ques- 
tion 20) may be classed under (2) and the remain- 
ing one-fourth under (d) and (e) ; there are none 
under (d). 

27, Fakirs, gosains and bairagis are generally 
habitual excessive consumers, while habitual 
moderate and occasional moderate consumers be- 
long to all classcs of the people, especially the 
working and low classes. Occasional moderate 
consumers are those who are advised to use ganja 
as medicine. As regards contracting the habit 
of smoking ganja, much depends upon the nature 
of the society or company one moves into. 

28. (a) From 4 to 14 tolas. 

(8) From 8 to 5 tolas, 


29, Tobacco is invariably mixed with ganja 
before itis smoked ; dhatura and opium are very 
seldom used. They are mixed for the purpose of 
causing more intoxication, Bhang massala con- 
sists of pepper, almonds, poppy seed, cardamoms 
saffron, nutmeg (jaifal) and dried rose buds, 

80. Ganja smoking and bhang drinking is 
practised to a greater extent in company than in 
solitude. It is rarely that a consumer smokes or 
drinks alone. Generally his neighbouring brother- 
smokers gather together at his house for the pur- 
pose, 


31. The habit is not easily formed, but when 
once formed, it is difficuit to break off. As 
regards the last part of the question, it may be 
remarked that it depends upon one’s own circum- 
stances, both pecuniary and social, to develop his 
moderate habit into excessive one. 


82. Not known here. But sometimes the 
liquid preparation of bhang is offered as a sacrifice 
to the god Mahadev or Shiva, especially on the fast 
days observed in his honour. 

33. The people generally regard ganja smoking 
as @ vice, as it briugs on intoxication more or less. 
Ganja smoking and bhang drinking are said to 
excite the religious sense of a man. The bhang 
preparation, when occasionally taken in moderate 


—_——51l, Not known, None, — 


quantities as a cooling drink, is not viewed as a 
vice. 


There appears to be no custom here of worship- 
ping the hemp plant. 


34, Yes. Because the habit once contracted of 
using ganja and bhang, if removed, would be in- 
jurious to their health in many ways. 


35. (@) and (4) No, 
(#7) Yes. 

(e) and (f) No. 
86. No, 


The following answers relate to ganja smoking 
only. 

37, Charas smoking is not known in this dis- 
trict. 

38 and 39. Not known here. 


40, Yes—Vide answer to question 19. Ganja 
is administered to cattle suffering from purging, 
indigestion, etc. 


41, (a), (4) and (c) Yes. 

Generally all the classes of the people use ganja. 
But the majority of the consumers will be found 
among the lower uneducated and working classes. 
Both the moderate habitual use and moderate 
occasional use are referred to here. 


42, It is also harmless, as it does not excite a 
man to be violent or commit any mischief or 
crime. 


43, Yes. 


44, The moderate use is said to produce very 
little intoxication and to create appetite. Its effect 
lasts for about one hour, There are no after- 
effects except that the smoker generally needs 
substantial food. The want of subsequent crati- 
fication does produce longing and uneasiness, but 
it causes no injurious effects. 


45. (a) to (e) No. 
(Ff) Such cases are not knowa to the under- 
signed. 


46. No informatiun could be obtained with re- 
gard to this question. 


47. No. 
48, 49 and 50. Not known, 
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been committed here within the past four years 
attributable to ganja-smoking. 


55, Not known, 


56. By admixture of tobacco with ganja the 
smoking becomes more tasteful. (a), (4) Not known. 
No information is forthcoming about the admix- 
ture of dhatura, Asa rule ganja is never smoked 
without the admixture of tobacco. 


57. As said before, ganja is eaten with other 
native medicines—vide answer to question No. 
19. 


58. The present system works well, except that 
each shop should be farmed out separately. 


59, Vide answer to question No. 63. 


60 and 61, Ganja is not produced in this 
district, 
62. No, 


63. The only change required is that instead of 
monopolizing the retail sale, as is done at present 
with regard to this district, each shop should Le 
farmed ont separately, so that the people might 
get the drug used for smoking at cheaper rates 
and of a better quality. At present there being 
one farmer for tie whole district, it is in his 
hands generally to regulate the prices and the 
quality of the drug, while in the case of the 
different farmers for the several shops (there are 
fourteen in this district), there will be a competi- 
tion among them as regards good quality and low 
rates, 


64, None. 


65. The taxation with regard to the drug used 
here appears reasonable, 


66, No, as regards this district, where no dis- 
tinction is observed between the different kinds 
of ganja. 

67. No. 


68. There are no such houses or shops in this 
district, 

69. There appears to be no rule or order about 
this. But much depends upon the wishes of the 
farmer of the drug. It is, however, necessary 
that the people concerned should be consulted as 
to the advisability of a shop being opened in their 
locality. 


70. None, This district does not adjoin any 





52 and 53, Not known. 
54. Not known. No crime appears to have 


Native State except that of Jangira, where the 
hemp plant is not cultivated and does not grow 
spontaneously. 





35. Evidence of Mr. J. F. Fernanpez, Retired Depuly Collector and City 
Magistrate, Ahmedabad. 


1. The opportunities attendant on one’s employ- 
ment in the Revenue Department of the Admin- 
istration. 1 held an executive appointment in the 
Ahmedabad Collectorate for seventeen years, and 
my answers relate almost exclusively to that 
district, 


2. I accept the definitions given here. The 
names the three products are known by in the 
Ahmedabad district are bhang or subji, ganja 
and charas. But I may add that charas is not 
used or consumed there. I hear of round ganja 
now for the first time. I have never seen it. 


8. I have no particnlar knowledge on this head. 
It is certainly not grown in the Ahmedabad 
district, nor is it cultivated there. Hence I am 


vol. vii. 


unable to answer the 
chapter. 


other questions in this 


14, Charas is not used or consumed in the 
Ahmedabad district. Ganja and bhang, as the 
first products of the hemp plant, come prepared 
into the district, They are imported by the 
farmer of those drugs under permits granted by 
the local revenue authorities chiefly from Alimed- 
nagar district im the Deccan by rail. Before 
the construction of railway to Ahmednagar, ganja 
used to be brought chiefly from Malwa vid Dohud 
and Godra, and bbang from the territories of the 
Guickwar and the Nawab of Cambay. 


15. ITean give no information regarding the 
methods of preparation from the cultivated or 
N 
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wild plant, but appendix A (attached hereto) | 
contains a memorandum of preparations made 
from ganja aud bhang for drinking and eating 
purposes. It describes also the process ganja 
goes through preparatory to its being smoked. 
Bhang drinking is much patronized during the 
hot months of the year. It is said to bave a 
peculiar effect on different constitutions ; in some 
cases it excites mirth and risibility, in some 
grief and crying, and in some quiet and repose, 
It has also a further peculiar effect on those who 
have taken itin that they are unable to face a 
burning light with eyes open. | 
16, As far as I am aware, bhang as a drink is | 
invariably prepared by people in their houses. | 
Iam unable to give information on the other two 
points, 


18. Asarule, the drugs would deteriorate in 
due course unless kept in hermetically closed 
bottles or tin eases. Loss of effect must follow 


deterioration. 


19. Ganja is chiefly used for smoking in 
the Ahmedabad district, and this toa very limited 
extent indeed, its use being confined to wandering 
gosains, natives of Upper India sojourning in 
the district in consequence of employment, and 
some of the lower classes of the local population. , 
Charas, as stated before, is not used at all in that | 
district. 


20. The foregoing reply answers the query as 
regards the classes of people, It is utterly 
impossible to give proportion even at a guess. It 
is principally in the city of Ahmedabad and some 
of the larger towns in the district that ganja is 
smoked, 


21, Flat ganjais what is used in the Ahmedabad 
district, 

22. No charas is used 
district. 

23. Not in the Ahmedabad district, so far 
as 1 am aware. 


Abmedabad 


in the 


24. It is the Hindus who generally use bhang 
as a drink on certain occasions, during hot weather 
especially. They do not form a large number, 
and what they do use is used in moderation, As 
regards eating, the use of the extract from bhang 
drawn in ghi and mixed up with poppy seed, ete. 
(vide paragraph VI, appendix A), is confined to 
an infinitesimally small section of the population, 
and that among the rich and well-to-do people. 


25. Ido not think it is on the increase. In- 
deed, the habits of the people preclude the possi- 
bility of ganja or bhang (charas is not used) ever 
taking bold of them beyond a moderate indul- 
gence, 


26, They are all moderate consumers, and occa- | 
sional consumers in the Ahmedabad district. | 


28. So far as my information goes, there are no 
habitual excessive consumers in Ahmedabad. The 
moderate consumers—I mean those who have 
become addicted to the daily use of bhang and 
ganja—rarely go beyond a dose, or a smoke or 
two, and this may cost three or four pies, certainly 
not more, 


ation desired. Dhatura is not used in the Ahme- | 
dabad district, nor is bhang massala an 


/ 
29. My answer to query 15 supplies the inform- | 
sale there. | 


article of 


30. As far as my information goes, bhang is | 
used generally ir company. It is mainly confined 
to the male sex, and used without reference to 


period of life. Children may sometimes come in 
for a small share—in cases where they are spoilt 
by their parents—if they happen to be with them 
when they (the latter) indulge in it. 


81. The use of ganja and bhang is so very 
limited that it is impossible for me to hazard a 
satisfactory reply. But it may be observed that 
the habit of ganja smoking is formed by associa- 
tion with the consumers of the drug, and, unless, 
it has taken root, there would be no difficulty in 
breaking it off, 

82. The beverage made from bhang (ode V 
of Appendix A) is used in the worship of Maba- 
deo in the temple during the hot season, and 
drunk by the worshippers when the service is over. 
The beverage forms au essential part of the cere- 
mony, and has not been known to have been used 
except in moderation, So far as my experience 
goes, I have not known it to have led to the form- 
ation of a habit of indulging in it, and I do not 
think it has proved to be injurious. 


33. So far as I am aware, there is no public 
opinion against bhang drinking in Ahmedabad. 


| But against ganja smoking there certainly is a 


public feeling just as there is against the drinking 
of spirituous liquors. Hemp plant is not wore 


shipped in Ahmedabad, 


34. The privation in this ease would be almost 
the same as the foregoing of wines and liquors 
would be to a European habituated to the con- 
sumption of wines and liquors, As already stated, 
the users in Ahmedabad are very few, 


35, As far as my experi 
come outof a prohibition to use either bhang or 
ganja in the Ahmedabad district. As the use of 
the drugs there is not general, its prohibition may 
not lead to any political danger, but it will be 
sure to cause considerable discontent. I know of 


' a few cases in which bhang has given way to 


alcoholic liquors. Indeed, as matters stand in 
Ahmedabad, alcoholic drinks, which thirty years 
ago were looked upon as an abomination by the 


| people there, Hindus specially, have now become 


articles of regular consumption among certain 
sections of the community, and they have caused 
far greater ruin among them during the last 25 
years than bhang and ganja ever did singly or 
collectively during ten times 25 years, 

80. I think there is. Education has given the 
rising generation a distaste and contempt for 
old things, among which may be included the use 
of these drugs, and created a desire for alcoholic 
liquors, which are indulged in pretty freely. 

58, Considering that there is no hemp cultiva- 
tion in the Ahmedabad district, and that ganja 
and bhang come there prepared; further, that I 


| left the service seven years ago, and thatI am 


ignorant of the changes that have been introduced 


| asregards administration and control since my 
| retirement, Iam not in a position to discuss the 


questions in this chapter. But bearing in mind 
the small and partial consumption of these drugs 
in this district, it seems to me that the farming 


| system as regards their importation and retaal sale 


(prevailing in my time) is the best arrangement 


| possible. 


68. Bhang, ganja, and majum are sold in the 
Ahmedabad district by tambolis or sellers of betel 
leaves and betel nuts (pan supani), The demand 
for them is not such as to admit of a shop being 
devoted to their exclusive sale, There was in 
that district during my time no house or shop 
where their preparations were consumed on the 
premises, but I hear that one has lately been 
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opened in the city of Ahmedabad, where bhang 
beverage is prepared for the public and used ac- 
cordingly. I think this ought to be stopped. 


69. There was no occasion for such a proceed- 
ing in my time. 


Appendia A. 


GaNnJA PREPARATIONS. 


Eating. 


I.—Ganja ghee—This is made by boiling a 
certain quantity of ganja and ghee in water for 
two or three days. When the decoction has at- 
tained the required point, the pot is taken off the 
fireand allowed to cool down. The ghee is re- 
moved as soon as it hardens and put awayina 
jar. It is used at pleasure, a dose, as a rule, not 
exceeding one-eighth of a tola. 


Tl.—Majum.—Tiis is made of ganja ghee 
(vide foregoing) and sugar taken in certain pro- 
portions. They are first boiled to a thick consist- 
ency. The compound is then mixed with nutmeg, 
kasturi (Vachellia farnestana), kesar (Crocus 
sativus), and cardamoms, all powdered, accordiug 
to the taste of the consumers, Majum is sold in 
the bazar, 


Ill.—4gutii—This is a preparation used only | 


by the rich and well-to-do people, Hindus general- 
ly, and is invariably made at home. Taken 3 1b 
of ganja properly cleaned, It is put intoa pot of 
water and boiled; at a certain stage the water is 


poured out gently, and the ganja is put out to | 


dry. When dry, it is pounded very:fine. To | 


tbe powder thus made are added two ounces 
avoirdupois of cardamoms, one ounce of nutmeg, 
half an ounce of cloves, two ounces of mace, two 
ounces of gulkand (rose flower preserve), two 
ounces of piplimul (Chavica roxburghit), two 
ounees of cinnamon, eleven grains of kasturi 





| 


(Vacheilia farnesiana), one tola of kesar (Crocus — 


sativus), half a tola of opium, and one tola of 


t 


tamal patra (Cinnamomum tamala), all powdered. 
The whole is then blended together with half a 
tola of silver leaves, and the compound is thrown 
into a rapee’s worth of pure honey and well 
mixed up. The preparation is now ready for use. 
It is taken only by pinchful at a time, 


Smoking. 


IV.—A pice worth of ganja weighing about a 
fourth of a tola suffices for a chillum. It is well 
washed in water until all the seed is detached; the 
residuum is then mixed with an equal quantity of 
tobacco, and put into a chillum and then smoked. 
Ordinarily a chillum answers for two or three 
persons, but there are cases where a man smokes 
it right through himself at one time, and more 
than one in a day. 


BHANG. 
Drinking, 


V.—Bhang as a drink,—It is first roasted ; 
then passed throngh water several times, and after 
that pounded with a certain quantity of black 
pepper, poppy seed, fennel seed, and rose flower 
petals. The powder so formed is mixed with a 
quantity of wter, or water and milk, or milk 
alone, at pleasure, The mixture is then strained 
through a piece of fine cloth, and the liquid be- 
comes fit for use, Some people sweeten it with 
sugar. The higher classes add spices to the mix. 
ture and substitute almonds for poppy-seed, 


Tiating. 


VIL—An extract is drawn from bhang in ghee, 
the process of manufacture being similar to that 
observed in the preparation of ganja ghee, Itis 
used in the same way as ganja ghee. After re- 
moval of the concentrated ghee from the pot, the 
water is emptied out gently and the residuum is 
put out to dry. When dry, itis mixed with poppy- 
seed and sugar in certain proportions, and this 
composition forms an article of luxury, being used 
like betel-nut. 





36. Evidence of Narayan Rao Butxuasr JoGaAtrKar, Brahmin, Pensioned Depuly 
Collector ; now Karbhari of the Aundh State. 


1. I was— 


AIstly, Mamlatdar of talukas Karad, Patan and 
Wai, in the Satara Collectorate, for six 
years ; 


2udiy, Assistant Commissioner of the 
Southern Division, then comprising nine 
Collectorates, vez.—(1) Satara, (2) Poona, 
(3) Ahmednagar, (4) Sholapur, (4) 
Belgaum, (6) Kaladgi (now Bijapur), 
(7) Dharwar, (8) Ratnagiri, (9) North 
Canara (Karwar), for nearly six years ; 


8rdly, Deputy Collector of (1) Khandesh, 
(2) Nasik, (3) Alibag, (4) Ahmedabad and 
(5) Sholapur for seven years ; 


4thly, Assistant 
Bombay ; 


Collector, Salt Revenue, 


5thly, Karbhari of the Jamkhindi State for 
three years ; 


6thly, Karbhari of the Khasgi State at 
Indore ; aud after retirement 
vol. vii. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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7taly, Am vow Karbhari of the Avundh 
State. 


In my above capacities I had always had occa- 
sion to examine the shops for the sale of ganja 
and to see the hemp plant grown in fields. 1 have 
seen huudreds of ganja smokers aud bhang, or in 
other words ghota drinkers, and seen their state 
of mind and condition, In addition to my own 
knowledge of the matter, I have availed myself of 
the information prepared hy the Mamlatdar of 
Khanapur, Mr. 8. K. Bengali, in regard to the 
cultivation of the hemp plant, and conversed with 
a number of hemp plant producers and ganja 
sellers and smokers during this week before com- 
mencivg to write my answers to the following 
queries put by the Hemp Commission. 


2. The definition of the narcotic articles obtain- 
able from the hemp plant as given by Dr. Prain 
and noted down here is not fully appiicable to the 
hemp plant in the Deccan, but, 1 am informed, to 
that growing in the North-Western Provinces. 
He states that the dry leaves of the hemp plant 
produce bhang, but they are thrown away here as 
having no narcotic matter in them, 

2 


N 


His definition of charas is correct. Charas is 
the resinous gammy matter which sticks to the 
scythe or hand or foot, by which the top flowering 
and knot shoot branches of the hemp plant are 
cut or pulled out or trodden, This gummy sub- 
stance, which is collected together and converted 
into small pills, is called charas, Itis more in- 
toxicating than ganja. 


The definition of the word ganja is correct, 
with this addition, that not only the dried flower- 
ing tops, but the flower bunches that shoot out at 
each knot also constitute ganja when trodden. 


The crumbles that are collected at the time of 
treading down the flowering tops and knot shoots 
together with their tiny leaves to make flat ganja 
are called bhang, 2.¢., fragments of the ganja. Ln 
short, bhang and ganja are almost one and the 
same in the Deccan. Rouad ganja is aot produced 
here, but flat ganja only. 

3 to 6, IL have not come to know of the growth 
spontaneously of the hemp plant iu any of the 
districts of which I had immediate charge. It is 
vot produced in the district of Satara, of which I 
am the principal witness ; consequently answers to 
queries from Nos. 3 to 6 are blank. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated in the Satara Col- 
lectorate and in the Aundh State (a) for production 
of ganja, (4) charas, and (¢, bhang, but (d) not 
for its fibre or seeds. The extent of cultivation in 
the Satara Collectorate, together with the total 
produce, can be learnt from the statement prepared 
by the Collector of Satara. 


8. Owing to the restriction placed by the 





~_—Abkari Act on the manufacture, sule, and export 


of vaoja, the cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
on the iuerease. 


9. Hemp plant grows luxuriantly in irrigated 
lands of ali kinds, whether they be black, reddish, 
or whitish. It grows in dry crop lanl also, pro- 
vided the fall of rain be seasouable and plentiful. 
I have seen the hemp plant growing lusuriantly 
in an irrigated field of whitish gaonthan land 
belonging to a Brahmin gentleman surnamed 
Tadpatri m the Raburi taluka of the Abmed- 


nagar Coilectorate, twenty years ago, while 
Assistaut Commissioner. I have also seen it 


growing in black and reddish ssils in the Satara 


Collectorate and in the Aundh State. The lands 


selected for the hemp cultivation ave ploughed and | 


harrowed in the months of February and March 
and manured in the month of May. Twenty-five 
eart-loads of manure are required for each acre. 
The seed used is from the Nagar Collectorate 
generally, because it is supposed to produce a 
smaller number of male plints or to give rise to 
asmaller number of the plagues hereinafter men- 
tioned, ‘The hemp seed is lke mtg seed, and 
can be had at one seer of 80 tolas per rupee. It 
is sown in the mouth of July generally, aud the 
crop is reaped in the month of November or 
December. It commences to grow within a 
week, If the plants grow thicker they are 
thinned, and only those at a distance of one inch 
apart are allowed to stand. In order that the 
crop may not he thick, two of the three holes of 
the sowing machine intended for the passage of 
the seed are blocked up at the time of Meee 
From one and a quarter to two seers of seed are 


notre for an acre, The plants are one foot 


la 





high within a month, when they are weeded and 
the task of rooting out the male plant or plants 
affected with plagne follows. It is a difficult task 
to find out male plants; but it can generally be 
recognized by the small pin-like white flower 


_ cultivator’s labour R100. 


growing in any one of the bunches of the plant 
when it is ripe and in the shoots when young. 
This is also called the andya plague. 


The Mamlatdar of Khanapur informs me that 
there are other five kinds of plagues for the hemp 
plant called (1) shevarya, (2) baldya, (3) kapshia, 
(4) pundia, (5) mora, the plants affected by which 


| are required to be carefully rooted out in due time, 


Tbe skevarya plague is recognized by one of the 
branches growing higher and bending down with 
a jowari-like grain flower at the eud of it. The 
haldya plague is recognized by a yellow shoot at 
one of the knots of the plant. ‘The kapsbia and 
pundia plagues can be recognized by a jowari-like 
grain on the top of the plant. It transforms 
afterwards into a white or yellow flower. The 
mora plague, recognized by the yellow flower in 
the top bunch, makes its appearance sometimes 
fifteen days prior to the reaping of the crop, and 
has the effect of destroying the better quality of 
the ganja. 


No one is able to recognize the male plant and 
the plagues with slight observation, and therefore 
experts are employed, At the time of reaping the 
crop two men are employed, one to cut the flower 
top bunches with a scythe, and another man to 
pull out the knot shoot bunches. About 52016 
of ganja are said to be produced in an acre when 
the crop is superior. Exclusive of the labour of 
the cultivator, the expense of producing one acre 
of hemp crop is about R60, and including the 
It is worthy of note 
that this crop is not eaten by cattle, but by sheep 
only, and as sheep are not to be found straying 
anywhere, hemp plants do not require hedging 
generally. 

10, The agricultural cultivators are the very 
persons who cultivate hemp. 


11. There is no wild hemp plant in the Satara 
Collectorate, 


12. Wild hemp is nowbere especially cultivated 
in the Satara district, 


13, The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted in the Satara Collectorate and in the 
Aundh State, There was a doubt on this point, 
but it was cleared by the High Court ruling, 
dated 15th November 188s, to the effect that the 
mere cultivation of hemp plant is not punishable 
under section 43 of the Abkari Act, V of 1878, 


_ ‘The manufacture of the plant into ganja, bhang 


i 
} 
| 







and churas alone requires a license. 
export are also covered with passes. 


The caltivation is not common to all districts, 
nor are ali the cultivators in the bubit of culti- 
vating hemp, Such of the cultivators only as find 
it profitable cultivate it, Ido not think that the 
cultivation of the hemp plant is impossible any- 
where. It can be produced in al! garden lands. 


14, Ganja, charas and bhang are prepared in 
the Satara Collectorate by the cultivators thereof. 
Tue extent of the cultivation will be known from 
the statement furnished through the Collector, 


15, The top bunches and the knot bunches of 
the hemp plant are trodden separately, because 
they cannot be trodden together properly. -The 
process of treading goes on till the bunches are 
completely fattened. This is called ganja. 


The sale and 


f preparing charas is simple. The 





charas is the resinous gummy matter with which 
the scythe orthe hand or foot becomes besmeared 
at the time of catting or pulling out or treading 
the flower top or knot shoot bunches. hig 
mutter is collected and converted into small pills. 


ay i BS 


Bhang (i.e., fragments of the ganja) is ground 
and put into milk mixed up with cardamoms, 
almonds, poppy seed, sugar, sweet fennel, nutmeg, 
black pepper and mace, and strained several times 
anddruok, This is called bhang ghota. 


Ganja is used for smoking thus: It is first 
washed, until it ceases to give out green water. 
By this washing process it becomes gummy, One 
tola of ganja is sufficient to fill in two to three 
smoking pipes. As ganja is put in the smoking 
pipe in its wet state, one-half tola of tobacco is 
mixed with it, or placed above and below it to 
make it ignite. 

Bhang is also converted into small cakes by 
boiling it with ghi and sugar, This is called 
majum or yakuti. This is eaten. 

There are no wild hemp plants in the Deccan, 

16. Ghota from bhang for drinking is prepared 
by the drinkers in their own houses, ‘ lt cannot be 
prepared from the hemp plant in ifs raw state 
wherever it isgrowing, Ganja and charas cannot, 
1 think, be prepared from the wild plants wherever 
grown, But there are no such wild plants in this 
district. 

17. I have already stated in answer to the query 
No, 14 that charas and ganja are prepared by the 
cultivators themselves. Ghota from bhang for 


drinking is prepared by the Gosavis, and in some | 


cases by other people, on Shivaratra day. Ghota 
from bhang is more used by all classes at Indore 
and in the North-Western Proviuces. 


18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate by 
keeping. Gunja and bhang become less effective 
next year, and useless as a nareutie after three years. 
Charas is of use till the next rains, when vermin 
commence to make appearance therein and dimi- 
nish its value. The causes of deterioration are 
that the resinous and gummy matter which exists 
in these articles dries up or deteriorates. There 
are no preventive means krown here. 

19, Ganja is used for smoking throughout the 
Collectorate. Charas is used for the same purpose, 
but very seldom in this part of the country, on 
account of its costliness. 

9), The smoking of ganja is very rare among 
Brahmins aud females of all classes, save prosti- 
tutes of the worst type. With these exceptions 
three or four per cent. of the other classes smoke 
ganja to a smaller or larger extent throughout the 
Collectorate. Charas is rarely in use, 

21, Flat ganja, which is alone obtainable here, 
is smoked. 

22. Charas locally prepared is rarely used. No 
importation of foreign charas occurs, so far as 1 
know. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24, The classes who drink bhang ghota are 
bairagis, gosavis, and on Shivaratra day a few 
more Hindus, mostly cooks, water-carriers, song- 
sters, and other licentious characters. This kind of 
drinking prevails in the country lying north of the 
Narbada river. ‘The proportion of the people 
who drink bhang ghota is very small, i.¢., one in 
s thousand, in the Satara Collectorate. 

Majum or yakuti, the preparation of bhang, as 
per reply to query No, 14, is not permitted in the 
Satara Collectorate, and therefore it is seldom 
eaten. 

25, The use of ganja is on the increase for the 
following reasons :— 


Istly—Now-a-days there is no control over 
the private conduct of any one, owing to 
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the freedom of action existing under the 
British Government. 


éxdly.—The English education and the preach- 
ing of the missionaries destroy in some 
measure the fear of the Hindu religion 
without contracting that of any other. 


3rdly.—The Penal Code defamation section 
stops the mouths and actions of respectable 
men, who would otherwise rebuke those 


indulging in bad habits and excommunicate 
them, 


4thiy—In consequence of the removal of the 
fear and restraint of religion and society 
people are becoming more debauched, and 
consequently the use of narcotics and alco- 
hols is on the increase. 


26, I think the proportion of the consumers of 
ganja is as under :— 


(2) Habitual moderate consumers, 2 per cent. 


(4) Halitual excessive consumers, 1 in a 
thousand, 


\¢) Occasional moderate consumers, 1 per cent. 
(@) Occasional excessive consumers, nove. 


Charas smokers and bhang drinkers are rare, 


27, Men devoid of any status in life, who do 
not care for other people’s opinions, and who 
frequent houses of prostitutes, generally contract 
the habit of smoking ganja. Some also contract 
it by having for their associates smokers of the 
drug, 


28, The average allowanze and cost of ganja 
to each (a) habitual moderate consumer, who is . 
supposed to smoke thrice a day, is one tola, 
costing three pies, and to (6) habitual excessive 
consumer is six tolas, costivg one and a half anna. 
IT kvow of a few persons who require 24 annas 
worth of ganja per day, but the whole of it is not 
consumed by themselves. Other srookers assemble 
round about them, and they partake of it a little. 


29. Dhatura is used along with ganja by 
gosains exceptionally to secure greater intoxi- 
cation, There is no such preparation called bhang 
or yhota massala. The ingredients reqnired for 
the ghota, as described in answer to query No. 15, 
are purchased from the bazar whenever wanted. 


30. It is not habitual for children to consume 
any of these drugs, and asitis not honourable 
for adults to use them also they are used privately, 
but in small companies. The use is mostly confined 
to the male sex, prostitutes, aud women of loose 
character. 


31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is not formed at once, because they are at first 
oceasionally and stealthily used, as it is not con- 
sidered honourable to use them. When one has 
no fear for the loss of character and no one to 
find fault with lim, then he can contract the 
habit within one mouth. Moderate habit always 
develops into the excessive, and then itis difficult 
to break off. 


32. There is no religious or social custom 
requiring the consumption of any of these drugs. 


33. The consumption of any of these drugs is 
regarded with disdain, The practice is not sup- 
portel by public opinion. Respectable people 
regard the use of these narcotics as disreputable 


because it leads to vices. The hemp plant is not 
worshipped in this district. 


34, Habitual excessive consumers, such as 
gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, ete., will alone expe- 
rience serious privation ifthey do not get the 
drug. Non-habitual or non-excessive consumer's 
will not experience any privation, They will 
leave off the habit. 


35. It isnot feasible to prohibit the use of all 
these drugs, so long as aleoholic stimuiants and 
other drugs are freely procurable. Excessive 
liquor drinkers are more formidable than ganja 
smokers or bhang or ghota drinkers, and therefore 
men who want istoxication may have ganja in 
preference to liquor. 1t is easy to effectually 
prohibit the use of these drugs by prohibiting 
the cultivation of the hemp plant without any 
discontent amounting to a political danger. 


86. There is no religious objection for the use 
of ganja or bhang, as they are not liquids pre- 
pared by other castes; but there e ists a prohibi- 
tion regarding the use of liquor, I know persons 
who wish to have intoxication preferring liquor to 
ganja, and therefore the consumption of alcohol is 
on the increase and will inerease as the ties of 
religious bonds are becoming slackened by edu- 
cation, and the action of the respectable people 
in excommunicating drinkers of liquor becomes 
more and more hampered by the operation of the 
defamation section of the Indian Penal Code, 


37, The effects of charas smoking are unknown 
here, 

38. Flat ganja is alone to be had here. 

39, Drinking ghota or bhang is less injurious 
than smoking ganja or eating majum or yakuti. 
The smoking of ganja affects one’s brains—some- 
times permanently—and the consumers of yakuti 
are found to be more intoxicated than the drinkers 
of ghota or bhang. 


40, There is no native doctor’s school in which 
the medicinal qualities of these drugs is taught. 
I know of one Native Assistant Surgeon prescrib- 
ing a few drops of essence of ganja to a patient 
to give good sleep ; but instead of its producing 
the desired effect the patient began to rave. I 
have not seen these drugs used in the treatment 
of cattle disease; but ganja is used for giving 
massala or medicine to horses. 


41. I think ganja or bhang, if given as a 
medicine when occasion requires, (2) would act as 
a digestive element to persons not accustomed to 
eat ov drink it habitually; (4) ganja smokers 
under ganja intoxication do not consider a long 
journey fatiguing ; (¢) I cannot say whether, in 
malarious or unhealthy tracts, these drugs would 
be preventive of disease, The present uses of 
these drugs are not for purposes (a) and (ec), but 
for the purpose of getting intoxicated only. 


42, Requires no answer in consequence of the 
reply to query No, 41 being in the affirmative. 


43, Moderate consumers are not offensive ;_ but 
they become excessive consumers by degrees, and 
then they are offensive to their neighbours. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
even of any of these drugs is this, that the eyes of 
the consumer become red and his disposition 
peevish. It does not produce perceptible hunger. 
it is not refreshing, but stupefying. It does not 
allay hunger, but creates appetite. The effect of 
ganja-smoking is not good, especially on those who 
do not use animal food. I have seen most of the 
ganja smokers to be thin men, unable to compre- 
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hend any subject patiently. The intoxication lasts 
from one to three hours. 


45 and 46, Even the habitual moderate use of 
ganja does produce noxious effects on the health of 
a person. It impairs the constitution of the con- 
sumer in some degree. It causes asthma, and 
makes a man drowsy and immoral sometimes, It 
deadens intellect, and sometimes produces perma- 
nent insanity, though not of the worst type. I 
know several cases of insanity caused by ganja- 
smoking. Tbey become voilent, and are addict- 
ed to raving and abusing. They have not been 
allowed indulgence in the use of the hemp drugs, 
and therefore whether their tendency is for the 
excessive indulgence in the use of the drug is not 
known. I have not seen any instance of insanity 
caused by the bhang ghota drinking. Charas is 
rarely used in this Collectorate, as already stated. 


47. The habitual use of ganja or bhang is not a 
hereditary habit, and it has no effect on the 
children of the smokers further than this, that 
they imitate their father and become ganja 
smokers also, 


48, The effect of the habitual excessive use of 
the drug has a pernicious effect on the children of 
the smokers. ‘he children are more weak. 


49 and 50. The use of ganja and bhang is en- 
couraged by prostitutes. Its use is moderate at 
the beginning, but develops into excessive after 
some time. When it reaches the latter stage it is 
more injurious to health than the former stage, 
especially to those who cannot get substantial food. 
An excessive ganja smoker admits that by his 
indulging in sexual intercourse to excess under the 
influence of ganja he has impaired his vital powers, 
and that as the ganja-smoking or ghota-drinking 
is not sufficient to procure for him intoxication, he 
is required to eat half a tola of opium in addition 
now. 


5l and 52. Yes, the use of ganja or bhang 
has no direct effect on crime; but as the consumers 
thereof are mostly worthless persons, their eongre- 
gation together on account of their habit induces 
them sometimes to plan a crime, 


53. The accused in many cases charged for cul- 
pable homicide not amounting to murder, or 
causing the death of other persons by rash or 
negligent acts, have many times pleaded before 
me that they did the act while in a state of ganja 
or liquor intoxication, 


64+ and 55. No. 


56. IL have beard of cases in which dbhatura was 
administered by crimiuals to their victims in bhang 
ghota, 


£7, I have not heard 


of ganja and charas 
having been eaten or drunk, 


58 and 59. No improvement in the present 
excise administration of the drug is needed. 


60. The present mode of control, v7z., the sale 
and manufacture of ganja and its export and 
import under licenses, is quite sufficient, 


61, The present arrangements, as above describ- 
ed, are sufficient. 


62. Ganja and bhang are nearly one and the 
same, as described in reply to query No, 2, and 
therefore the answer to query No. 60 applies to 
this. 


63 aud 64, No. 
65. 1 think the present taxation in the shape of 


contracts in the British territory and annas eight 
per each maund of the drug when exported from 
or imported into a Native State is reasonable. 


66. Only flat ganja is produced bere; but I 
think there should be no different rates of taxation 
for different kinds of ganja, because they will be 
troublesome to the exporters, manufacturers and 
sellers. 


67. No. 


68, There are no houses or shops in this district 
to my knowledge for the consumption of these 
drugs on the premises, and none such will thrive 
or be viewed with favour, as a majority of the 
smokers or drinkers still driuk or smoke in private, 

69. I must say that the wishes of the people 
are not consulted as they should be. ‘The con. 
tractors are always inclined to open more shops, 
and they make some ganja smokers send a petition, 
which is complied with. If the people are told 
that it is in their hands to prevent the pernicious 
effects of the ganja smoking by objecting to the 
opening of a shop, they are sure to do so, as non- 
consumers of the drug form a majority. 

70. No, 

Oral evidence. 


Question 24.— The statement that the prepara- 
tion of yakuti and bhang is not permitted in 
Satara is based on information a contractor gave 
me, I do not know myself, 


Questions 45 and 46,—Moderate use of the drugs 
is only injurious to those who do not get good 
food, i.e., ghior milk or animal food. Otherwise 
it does no barm at all, Excessive use alone 
causes insanity. The causes to which I have 
referred in my printed answer have not been in 
asylums. They are not violent, only raving and 
senseless in talk and business. ‘They are not 

rous, I should like the word “ violent ” 





I knew the father, but not the mother ip any case. 
I asked, however, about the mothers, and know 
that they are not insave: not one of them. I 
know no other relations than the father and 
mother in each case. I know nothing of grand- 
fathers, ete., or other relations. One was a 
Karbari in a Native State; he is a political pen- 
sioner. He became mad thirty years ago and has 
been so since. His madness was attributed to 
ganja. I do not kuow whether he had taken 
dhatura; but people said it was ganja, I had 
kvown him as a boy. 


The second case was an Inamdar’s son living 
in Satara, where I was serving. He is 55 years 
old. He became mad ten years ago. He had 
smoked gauja for fifteen years previous to that. 
Whether there was any other cause, he alone 
knows. I cannot say whether he smoked dhatura. 
But I was told his madness was due to ganja. 
He eats opium, dhatura and bachnag now. It is 
the same person referred to in my answers 49 and 
50, He had indulged in sexual exeess, He has 
several children ; but be has had none for twelve 
years; and he says that the reason he has had 
none since then is that he has no desire now 
through sexual excess. He now says this. He 
was renowned for loose character before he became 
mad. I only knew the father and mother in this 
case, and they were healthy. 


The last case is the son of a peon. He is 28 
years old. Since I retired I went to the Aundh 
State, and saw the father for the first time then, 
two years ago. The patient washes pots as a 
private servant. He is an idiot. Ido not know 
how long be has smoked. I never saw him until 
he was brought to me by his father a year ago 
to be kept in confinement. The father said the 
insanity was due to ganja. I knew nothing of 
the case except what the father tald me. I kept 
him a week while he was violent. I then let him 





altered into “ dangerous,” 


I know three of the cases intimately, The 
patients are still alive. They are at least void of 
intellect. They used all to smoke ganja. I do 
not know whether they took dhatura with bairagis 
or not, Other causes of insanity are loss of 
money, loss of wife, or female relative running 
away. These are the two principal causes. 
Dhatura also produces it. Also alcohol to some 
extent, as far as my experience goes. I have 
known cases of insanity caused by loss of women 
or loss of property. I do not know any other, 
except these five—loss of women, loss of property, 
dhatura, aleohol and excessive ganja smoking. 
When people go mad from loss of money or loss 
of women, they repeat the cause, i.¢., talk about 
it in their madness, saying “she is gone !” ete. 


In all the three ganja cases above referred to, 


go. He isstill mad, z.¢,, half insane, as I have 
above indicated, 


In none of these cases can I say whether there 
was any other cause, I know that, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain, there has been no loss 
of women or property in any of them. And I 
know there was not liquor in the first two. In 
the third there probably was. Other causes may 
have existed, such as dhatura or other unknown or 
secret cause. All the cases were, however, attri- 
buted to ganja. 


Question 59.—The ganja is inspected in shops, 
and if it is rotton or adulterated, it is destroyed. 
As a Government officer I have made such inspec- 
tions. Ihave never discovered adulteration. The 
flat tops could not conceal an adulterant. Not 
even in ganja when broken up or in the tiny 
leaves of bhang could an adulterant be hidden. 





37. Evidence of Mn. H. Incue, Retired Deputy Collector and Special Magistrate, 
First Class, Karwar. 


51. The alleged bad characters in the district are 
not, in any large proportion, habitual consumers 
of drugs. From what I have been able to learn, 
the moderate use of the drugs under enquiry has no 
connection with crime of any speciai character. 


52, The previous answer is a reply to this 
question. tis said thata regular consumer of 
these drugs is soothed and comforted by their 
daily use. A first indulgence may be likely to 
incite to erime, but generally the individual 
becomes insensible. 


53. Excessive indulgence in these drugs does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime, I know of 
no case in which it has led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy. 

54. No, 


55. Ihave not been able to obtain definite 
information on the points raised in this quastion. 


57. Charas is said not to be consumed in 
Karwar. I have no information to give from 
personal knowledge. 
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38. Evidence of Mr. W. Aumon, Assistant Collector, Abkari Department, Bombay. 


1, The opportunities connected with my duties 
in the island of Bombay as Assistant Collector, 
Abkari Department. 


2. The definitions given may be accepted. 
Round ganja is unknowa here; only flat ganja 1s 
seen and sold. 


(1) Bhang, subji, and maya; (2) 
(3) ganja ; (4) garda or broken ganja, 


7. In the is!and of Bombay there is no eulti- 
vation of the hemp plant for (a), (4), (c), or (@). 


14. Iam aware that ganja is prepared in the 
districts ef Abmednagar, Satara, aud itasik, and 
that bhang is prepared at Surat. We receive 
supplies from these districts. 


charas ; 


18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate, I am | 


told, by keeping, and eventually lose their narcotic 
properties. They keep good, it is said, fora year 
or two. In Bowbay the deterioration is attributed 
to atmospheric moisture and dampness, The 
drugs should be stored in a dry godown. A 
godown where ganja is stored should be kept 
free of rats. Rats like hemp seed, and injure the 
ganja in their search for the seed. 1 know of one 
instance in which ganja was destroyed by white- 
ants. 


19. In Bombay, ganja and charas are use only 
for smoking. Garda, that is broken ganja, is 
used for drinking, It is also sometimes given to 


buffaloes and cows as an appetizer. Garda is 
sometimes smoked mixed with gauja, 
20. Ganja is smoked principally by Hindu 


sadhus and labourers, and by Muhammadans of 
the working classes, and by fakirs. A few of the 
better classes of both communities, chiefly among 
the Hindus, also smoke ganja. In Bombay but 
little charas is used. It is smoked by Pathans, 
fakirs, sadhus, and people from northern India. 
I estimate that there are of all classes about 
2,000 to 2,500 ganja smokers, and from 100 to 
150 charas smokers in Bombay, 


21, Flat ganja is smoked in Bombay. ‘There 
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by the farmer during a year in the three last terms 
for which he held the farm :— 





AVERAGE QUANTITY BROUGHT 














IN A YEAR. Popula- 
TseM. 2 tion during 
Ganja an term. 
perds. Bhang. | Charas. 
Ind. Mds. ‘Ind. Mds. |Ind. Mds. 
1884—87 : 358 71 8 773,196 
1887—90 ; 417 65 8 | 773,196 
1890—93 +] $80 70 6 | 821,764 
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27. Hemp drug consumers are confined to no 
particular class. These drugs are mainly consumed 
by labourers and religious mendicants, The bet- 
ter classes are chiefly habitual moderate or occa- 
sional moderate consumers of hemp drugs. 


I would say (1) that the desire for an intoxi- 
cant of some kind, which is a pretty general feel- 
ing among all races ; (2) religious prohibition to 
the use of alecholic driuks ; (8) association with 
hemp drag consumers; (4) want of money to 
purchase liquors in the case of very poor people ; 
and (5) the use ofa hemp druy asa medicinal 
agent, —are the chief circumstances which lead to 
the practice of consuming hemp drugs, 


28. Habstiual moderate consumer’s allowance 














per diem. 
Drug. Quantity. Cost. 

Ganja . Onetola . |Two annas with tobac- 
co, ete. 

Bhang - A ier . | Nine pies with pepper, 
ete. 

Garda eee . | Halfan anna with pep- 
per, ete. 

Charas - | One-half tola | Two and o half onnas 


| with tobacco, etc. 


Habitual excessive consumer's allowance per diem. 





is no round ganja. A little garda is also used for 
smoking, mixed with flat ganja. 


22. Very little charas is smoked in Bombay. 
The charas smoked is generally brought from 
Amritsar, I do not koow if this charas is Indian 
or foreign, 


23, So far as I know or can learn bhang is not 
smoked in Bombay, 


24. Bhang is chiefly drunk in Bombay by 
Hindus from Guzerat, Kathiawar, and places 
north of Bombay. The Deecani and Konkani 
Hindus use it occasionally. I believe that bhang 
drinkers will be found chiefly among those classes 
of the people to whom the use of aleohol is pro- 
hibited, There are fewer bhang drinkers among 
the Muhammadans than among the Hindus here. 
But little bhang is eaten in Bombay. It is used 
in this way by the Hindus who drink bhang, I 
estimate that there are about 400 bhang drinkers 
altogether in Bombay, Garda is chiefly consumed 
asa drinkin Bombay, and 1 estimate the con- 
sumers of garda in this way are from 40 to 450. 


_ £5, My belief is that the use of all these drugs 
is about stationary or slightly on the decrease in 
Bombay. The following figures show the sver- 
age quantity of each drug brought into Bombay 








Drug. Quantity. x Cost. 

Ganja - ° . | Throe tolas | Six annas with tobac- 
co, otc. 

Bhang . - | Two tolas Ono and a half annas 
with pepper, etc. 

Garda Three tolas .}One and oa half annas 
with pepper, ete, 

Charas - | Onetola  . | Five annas with tobar- 


co, etc, 

















The costs here shown are for ordinary prepara- 
tions. Exceptional preparations would be more 
costly, according to the ingredients used, 

29. Ingredients ordinarily mixed — 


With ganja, tobacco in about equal parts. 
With bhang, black pepper mixed in water; some- 
times sugar is added, With garda, black pepper 
mixed in water; sometimes sugar is added. 
With charas, tobacco, 

Ingredients exceptionally mixed— 


Very exceptionally ganja is washed in rose 
water, mixed with tobacco and a particle of musk 
added and then smoked, Bhang is mixed in 
milk with dried rose buds, black pepper, sugar- 
candy, poppy seed, almonds, white pumpkin seed, 
melon seed, cardamoms, saffron and other ingre- 
dients. Garda is not usually prepared in a special 


manner, With charas goorako is smoked instead 
of tobacco, 


Well-to-do people use the exceptional ingre- 
dients and poor people the ordinary additions, 

I have not learnt that dhatura is used with 
hemp drugs in Bombay. I am told that it is 
necessary to mix tobacco with ganja and charas 
to make it smoke freely and to improve the taste 
of the smoke. The mixing of black pepper with 
bhang and garda is said to be essential to prevent 
its producing pains in the stomach. The other 
ingredients are added to make the drink more 
palatable and pleasant. I cannot learn that any 
ready-made preparation, “bhang masala,” is sold 
here to be mixed with bhang. 

30. I learn that the consumption of ganja, 
bhang, garda and charas is practised chiefly 
in company. The habitual consumer does also 
smoke ganja or drink bhang alone in his house. 
The cousumption of hewp drugs in Bombay is 
mainly confined to the male sex, Occasionally 
females may be seen smoking ganja or drinking 
bhang or gurda; but the use of these drugs by 
femalesis exceptional. The females that use these 
drugs are usually prostitutes. The use of these 
drugs is confined to adults. It is, 1 believe, very 
unusual for childres to consume these drugs. 


31. I think it mainly depends upon the charac- 
ter of the individual as to whether he will acquire 
the habit or not. If the individual does not 
happen to associate or come in contact with con- 
sumers of these drugs, he will not probably smoke 
or drink himself. On the whole, I would say 
that the temptation to form the habit is not great 
in Bombay ; but the habit would be very easily 
acquired if the individual had feuds and asso- 
ciates who were habitual consumers. I un- 
derstand from my enquiries that the habit of 
smoking ganja, if of long standing, would be 
difficult to break off, and that the hubit of drinking 
bhang is not so difficult to throw off. I believe 
the teudency is for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive; but this also depends very 
much on the individual himself. There are many 
moderate habitual consumers of hemp drugs 
who do not, 1 learn, become habitual excessive 


- consumers. 


32. I have not learnt that there is any social 
custom among Bombay people requiring them to 
use ahemp drug. During the Shimya and other 
holidays, bhaug is sometimes made and drunk by 
Hindus who do not use alcohol. Offerings of 
bhang are said t» be very acceptable to the god 
Shiva ; but the offering of bhany is not esseutial. 
Offerings of bhang are said to be essential in the 
worship of Baldeo. Bhang is, I learn, offered to 
Dévi by those who cannot, on account of caste, 
offer spirits to the goddess, ‘The use of bhang in 
the customs above referred to would not, I believe, 
be likely to lead to the habit of consuming the 
drug, except perhaps in the case of pujaris. 

The Hindu ganja smoker, before smoking, will 
often make offering to Shiva by repeating the 
words “ Lena Shankar Lena Babulnath.” 

33, Public opinion is averse to the moderate or 
excessive habitual use of any of the hemp druys. 
The occasional use of a hemp drug by an indivi- 
dual would not, 1am told, be regarded as disre- 
putable. I understand that the habitual use of 
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ganja is looked upon as more disreputable than | 


the habitual use of bhang. I attribute the above 


mentioved sentiment as regards the babitual use ! 
of a hemp drug to the objection and dishke that 


respectable natives have to the use of intoxicants 
of all kinds, I have not learnt thay there is any 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant by any 
sects of the people here. 

vol. vii. 


34. It would, I believe, be a serious deprivation 
to an habitual excessive consumer of a hemp drag 
of long standing to have his supply of the drug 
cut off. The habitual moderate consumer would 
not feel the deprivation so great; but a person 
of this class would feel the deprivation for some 
little time also. Some, at any rate, of the oeca- . 
sional consumers of bhang would also consider 
they hada grievance, as they believe that the use 
of bhang is beneficial to their health. I estimate 
the total number of hemp drug consumers in 
Bombay at from 3,000 to 4,000. 


35. In the island of Bombay it would, I believe, 
be feasible to prohibit practically the consumption 
of hemp drugs. The drugs would to some extent, 
without doubt, be smuggled and consumed illicitly. 
Prohibition would have tobe enforced by makivg 
the possession and sule of 2 hemp drug a renal act. 
Prohibition would, I think, be an_ ill-advised 
measure, I would cause much discontent among 
consumers, and, having regard to its use in Hmdu 
religious rites, the discontent would not, I believe, 
be coufined to consumers, I consider that the dis- 
content consequent ou prohibition would amount 
to a political danger. I believe that if the use of 
hemp drugs was prohibited, many of the consumers 
would take to alcohol or opium, and many ignorant 
jeople would attribute the prohibition to the 
desire of Government to favour the consumption 
of liquor, particularly of European liquors. 

36. My belief is that wines and spirits are now 
being to a certain extent substituted for bemp 
drugs, I believe that many of the poorer classes 
of consumers of hemp drugs will go into the 
liquor shops if they have money, The bemp drug 
consumer resorts to ganja or bhang because it is 
a cheaper intoxicant or he has caste objections 
against drinking liquor. I believe that the man 
with an English education, whose caste feelings 
are not strong, and whose parents would occasion- 
ally perhaps only drink bhang, will now take wine 
or spirits as being, according to his notions, more 
fashionable and in keeping with cultivated ideas. 

87. As far as I have learnt, the effects of charas 
and ganja smoking are the same. The difference 
is said to be that charas is very much stronzer 
than ganja. 


88. Round ganja is not known in Boubay, 
Flat ganja is usually smoked here. Garda, when 
smoked, is usually mixed with flat ganja. Garda 
is seldom smoked without being mixed with fiat 
ganja, and then only because it is cheaper. The 
differeuce between the effects of flat ganja and 
garda smoking is, 1 understand, one of degree ; 
the latter being weaker in its effects than flat 
gauja. 

89. lam told that bhang drinking is the least 
injurious form in which a bemp drug may be used, 
and that charas smoking is the worst form, Ganja 
smoking is said to be more injurious than bhang 
drinking. A little bhang only is eatenin Bombay, 
and I understand, when eaten, it is more injurious 
than when drunk. Garda is drank in the shops 
like bhang, and is said to be stronger in intosi- 
cating effect and more injurious than bliang. 


40. Bhang and ganja are prescribed, I believe, 
by vaidyas asa medicine, Biarg is given to 
horses and garda to buffaloes as anu} ,etizer or 
tonic, 

41. I am told that tl, moderate use of ganja 
acts as a digestive; it alleviates fatigue, and is a 
preventive of disease in an unhealihy country, or 
where the drinking water is net good. It is 
said also to be an apnetizer. Bhang in moder- 
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ation is reported to act as a food accessory, to 
alleviate fatigue, and to be a febrifuge. It is 
said also to have cooling properties on the 
system. Many of the Jain jewellers in Bombay 
are habitual moderate users of bhavg. They use 
it as a food accessory, to alleviate fatigue, and 
on account of its cooling properties, Iam also 
told that in Guzerat and Kathiawar bhang is drunk 
by people in the hot season on account of its cool- 
ing properties. Many of these people only use it 
in the hot season. 


42, The habitual use of any of the hemp drugs, 
except in moderation, is, I believe, harmful. The 
occasional moderate use is, I understand, beneficial. 
1 have come to these couclusions from what 1 see 
and hear. 


43. I believe that moderate consumers of a hemp 
drug are not offensive to their neighbours, 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja on the habitual consumer is said to be 
refreshing. It produces slight imtoxication, It 
creates an appetite, gives sound sleep, and acts as 
a digestive. ‘Lhe effects last about three hours. 
The after-effects are lassitude, prompting subse- 
quent gratification, and producing a longing and 
uneasiness until the want is again supplied. ‘The 
immediate effect of bhang on the moderate habitual 
consumer is said to be refreshing, It produces 
slight intoxication. It creates an appetite, aud 
the effect lasts about seven hours. The after-etfects 
are said to be similar to those produced by ganja 
smoking. 


45 and 46. The habitual moderate or excessive 
use of a hemp diug does, | believe, eventually harm 
the consumer ina greater or lesser degree. The 
harm done will depend much on the individual’s 
constitution and his style of living. 


51 and 52. In Bombay it cannot be said that 
any large proportion of bad characters are habitual 
moderate or excessive consumers of hemp drugs, 
So far as I know or have learut, there is only a 
little connection between crime and the use of a 
hemp drug. Consumers say that when they are 
under the inflnence of a hemp drug they feel timid 
and disinclined to fight; but 1 am also told that 
sometimes a ganja smoker acts violently. Some 
vecasional consumers of hemp drugs are abusive 
when under the influence of the drug. 


58. So far as I know, excessive indulgence in 
to unpremeditated crime of any kind. In excep- 
100 aes, TOW ety, Oxcessive Cuaras ang an ja 
smoking is said to make a man violent and fren- 
zied. I do not myself know of any cise in which 
the use of a hemp drug has led the eonsumer to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 


h4. 1 am told the drugs are not so used. 


65. 1 do not know of any case in which a cri- 
minal, to further his design, has induced his victim 
to partake of a hemp drug and become stupefied. 
Jam told that itis done but very rarely. It is 
said that complete stupefaction can be induced if 
a sufficient quantity of a hemp drug is consumed. 
An habitus] consumer would require a larger quau- 
tity of the drug to completely stupefy him than 
would be requived for a new or occasional con- 
sumer. 


56. 1 have not learnt that in Bombay anything 
s added to Lemp drugs to modify their intoxicat- 
ing effects. ‘tobacco and goorako are smoked 
with ganja and charas to make the latter smoke 
treely. Black pepper is added to bhang and garda 
to prevent wind and stomach-ache, and other in- 
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gredients are added to make the drink pledsant. 


I have not learnt that in Bombay dhatura is added 
to hemp drugs for personal consumption or for 
administration to others. It is, however, said that. 
sometimes dhatura and the roots of the jawari 


| plant are added to hemp drugs to make them more 





| 





intoxicating. 


57. I do not learn that ganja and charas are 
eaten or drunk in Bombay. Garda is drunk 
generally. Garda is also eaten with bhang ; but 
a very little of this preparation is consumed here, 


58, I am acquainted with the present system 
of excise administration in respect to hemp drugs 
in the Island of Bombay, and | think it works 
fairly well. Some little improvement might be 
made; but there is no great need, I think, for 
any change. A very small number of people use 
hemp drugs in Bombay—from 3,090 to 4,000, 
1 estimate~and the revenue raised is nearly 
Rs, 50,000 a year, 


59, To sell the license for each hemp drug 
shop separately by public auction. ‘To raise the 
duty of eight annas an Indian muund to Rs, 10 per 
Indian maund, ‘To reduce the quantity of a hemp 
drug that may be imported, transported, sold or 
possessed ia Bombay by an individual without a 
permit from 40 tolas to 5 tolas. By selling 
each hemp drug shop separately, the absolute 
monopoly system would disappear. ‘To the con- 
sumer this would be an advantage, as he would 
have a number of shops with different shopkeepers, 
at any one of which he might make bis purchase. 
Competition among shopkeepers would reduce the 
possibility of immoderate prices being charged, 
aud insure to some extent the sale of good drugs. 
The number of competitors for the privilege of 
selliug these drugs would be increased, and it is 
reasonable to expect that there would be some in- 
crease in the license fee collections. The rate 
of fixed duty, eight annas an Indian maund, is 
low, and might be increased to Rs, 10. This would 
bring in a small additional revenue. The rate of 
fixed duty might be increased, from time to time, 
as considered necessary. 


The quantity of a hemp drug that may be im- 
ported, transported, possessed, or sold to an indi- 
vidyal without a permit should be reduced from 
40 tolas to 5 tolas {o prevent people bringing into. 
Bombay any excess quantity of a drug for use or 


Ta ot oRalee 
any of the hemp drugs dves not generally incite 


_ 63, T have no objections. See answer to ques- 





64. So far as the island of Bombay is affected, 
the quantity of a hemp drug which may be im- 
ported, exported or transported without a permit 
might, I think, be reduced from 40 to 5 tolas. 
This measure would tend to prevent people run- 
ning out by rail to the Thana district and bring- 
ing back with them so much as 40 tolas of the 
drug or any one bringing into Bombay so much. 


65. For the island of Bombay I do not think 
different fixed rates of duty should be charged on 
ganja, charas, bhang, and garda. A rate might be 
fixed for ganja, and the same rate charged on the 
other hemp drugs. Ganja is the chief hemp drug 
consumed ; and there are not, I think, great rea- 
sons here tor having differential rates of duty on 
other hemp drugs. The incidence of duty on hemp 
drugs is, 1 think, slightly low at present in Bom- 
bay as compared with that on alcoholic drinks, I 
have formed this opinion, having regard to the 


eost of hemp drugs and algohol to the consumer 
as lutoxicants, 


66. Only flat ganja is consumed here. See 


answer to question No, 63, 


67. I have no objections. 
tion No, 59. 


68. In the island of Bombay there are seven 
shops where ganja, bhang or garda, and charas are 
consumed on the premises. There are also thir- 
teen places where bhang and garda are consumed 
on the premises, I feel very strongly that it 
would be a mistake to close such shops. The 
closing of these houses would cause a multiplica- 
tion of smoking and drinking places, over which 
neither the excise nor police authorities would have 
contro}, It would increase the sale and smoking 
of ganja by fakirs and other very poor people at 
street corners, near markets, and at other places 
where people congregate. 1t would also drive many 
respectable ganja and charas smokers and bhang 
drinkers to prepare and consume the drugs in 
their houses, which would, I think, tend to increase 
the number of persons who make use of hemp 
drugs, 

69. The wishes of the people in the neighbour- 
hood of the proposed shop are consulted in Bom- 
bay before the Collictor sanctions the opening of 
the shop, and the opening of the shop is disallowed 
if the objections of the people are considered 
reasonable. In the case where hemp drugs may 
ouly be sold at the shop the abkari officers make the 
enquiry, and in the case where drugs are sold and 
consumed on the premises additional enquiry is 
made by the police, as in the last-mentioned case 
a police license is required under Bombay Act 
XLVIIL of 1860. 

70. I do not think any hemp drugs are 
smuggled into Bombay from Native States. The 
present farmer holds the hemp drugs farm for the 
Thana district, and there is, I believe, but little 
smuggling from other districts into Bombay. 

There is no general use of untaxed drugs in 
Bombay. 


See answer to ques- 


Oral evidence. 


Question 20,—I base my figures here on the 
amount of the drugs actually supplied to the 
shops. From the figures given in answer 25 the 
wastage has to be deducted. These figures 
represent what was actually brought in. The 
amount actually supplied to the shops for use was 
less. The average for five years of ganja has been 
given me by the contractor as 258 Indian maunds, 
bhang 46 Indian maunds, charas 6 maunds 33 
seers, garda 49 maunds. Il believe this to be 
correct. In making my calculations I have used 
the estimates indicated in answer No. 28. I hold 
to these estimates. I think that the number of 
ganja smokers in Bombay is, as 1 show, far more 
than bhang drinkers. The bhang drinkers who 


occasionally drink would raise the total in answer | 


24 considerably. My estimate is on the amount 
required for habitual moderate use. I do not 
think that the occasional use of Lhang is at all 
prevalent in Bombay. People from Gujarat do 
take it in this occasional way, but not Deccanis 
or Konkanis. Not even all Gujaratis. 


Question 35.—I was personally told in mak- 
jing my enquiries that some people believed that 
the attack on hemp drugs was due to a desire to 
foster European liquor. I donot understand that 
it is a general impression; but I think it is the 
genuine opinion of some ignorant people. 

Questions 45 and 46.—I have not personal 
knowledge of harm dove by the habitual moderate 
use of these drugs; but 1 am told that the gene- 
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ral opinion, the popular idea, is that the habitual 
moderate use does harm. It is thought that if a 
man is comfortably off and well<nourished that 
injury is prevented. Otherwise it is thought that 
ganja smoking affects the lungs and causes cougb. 
‘There is alsoa popular opinion, I think, that the 
habitual user of the drug (even moderately) is 
sometimes not so trustworthy as others, less 
truthful and somewhat tricky, It is also said that 
the very excessive useof the drug causes lunacy, 
whether permanent or not I cannot say. I have 
myself no experience of any kind of harm from 
the habitual moderate use. 1 cannot be sure that 
I know anything even of the excessive use 
causing injury. About the shops I have some- 
times seen some wretched emaciated looking 
men; but I cannot be sure that this state was 
produced by the ganja. I should not say 
that I see many such men about the ganja 
shops, It is the ganja shops where they are seen. 
In proportion to the consumers, I should say that 
there were more such men about ganja shops than 
about liquor shops. I would rather not say about 
opium shops, as itis sume time since they were 
closed. Generally, then, my impression is that 
there are more wrecks from ganja than from 
liquor in proportion to the number of consumers ; 
but not actually more. These wretched-looking 
objects are, I think, chiefly Muhammadans, 
beggars, fakirs, Fakirs are credited with indulg- 
ing in excesses in reyard to ganja, but not (I 
think) in other excesses. Their want of food, 
clothing and comforts: would tend to emaciation 
apart from ganja. I believe they take ganja 
because they are idle and have nothing to do; 
possibly also that they may not feel their priva- 
tions so keenly. I thiuk it possible that persons 
in comfortable circumstances only occasionally 
become wrecks from ganja; but I cannot say 
that I know a case. The persons IJ refer to are 
chiefly but not exclusively of the fakir class. I 
have occasionally seen people in shops who gave 
me the impression that they bad been better off 
and had been injured in this way by ganja. IL 
visit the shops for purpose of revenue duty. I do 
not consider it any part of my duty to enquire 
into the antecedents of consumers or the effects of 
the drugs, 


Question 58,—The revenue will be about 
Rd0,00U this year. The increase I believe to he 
due to competition in the auction sales and 
nothing else. I do not attribute it to the closing 
of the madak and chandu shops. I believe these 
lastementioned drugs are as much consumed as 
ever. This year’s revenue will be higher than 
ever before; but it las been steadily going up 
for years. 

Question 59.—Siuce I have known the business, 
we have had only one contractor for each period 
for the whole of Bombay. I have indicated that 
the separate shop system would increase revenue 
and tend to improve quality. But I do not think 
that it would tend to increase consumption, ‘The 
high license fee fixed by auction for each shop 
would keep up the price of the drug. This being 
the principal duty on the drug would also tend to 
prevent smuggling, as it would not be to the 
odvantage of a shopkeeper to smuggle or connive 
at smuggling. I do not think, however, that the 
tendency would be for shopkecpers to push the 
sale of the drags. 

In regard to direct duty, I think that Rs. 10 
maund is as high as we can take in the Bombay 
city owing to the danger that there would be of 


smuggling, It would be less daugerous to pers 
Om 


a higher duty with the large contract system, 
because the large contractor would not be so ready 
to take to illicit practices. Ido not think that 
there is any advantave in respect to control in the 
city of Bombay from the large contract system, 
though there is in distsicts. We have the small 
contract system in the city in respect to liquor, 


1 do not think that. the Government should di- 
rect its attention to the refinement or purification 
of the drugs. I think the condition at present 
entered in the contractor’s license sufficiently pro- 
vides for any action of (sovernment in respect to 
the purity and quality of the drugs. The only 
complaints we ordinarily receive are in respect to 
the drugs not bing sufficiently intoxicating. We 
destroy drugs that have deteriorated. Ido not 
think I have ever had to take action myself. The 
contractor destroys useless stuff because it is bis 
interest to do so. 


Ques/ton 6G3.—~My experience, z.e., whut I am 


told, is that the places where people meet to 
smoke chandu and madak are four times as 
numerous as they were when the shops were 
open. 

The seven “shops” referred to in this answer 
are places where the people sit and smoke. The 
thirteen “ places” are where the people take a 
drivk of bhang or garda and go. They do not 
hang about, All these have the police license 
for consumption on the premises. They are all 
old-established places which have not changed for 
years. Applications for new shops, i.e, to in- 
crease the number, are not presented. The police 
are only referred to in regard to consumption on 
the premises, 


My impression is that the tax on the drugs ts 
too low. I think that the ordinary liquor consum- 
er pays twice as much for what he wants as the 
ordinary ganja consumer would, or three times as 
much as the ordinary bhang drinker, 1 thivk the 
rates should be equalised, 





39. Evidence of Rao SABEB GANEsH PanpURANG THAKAR, Deshastha Brahmin, 
Mamlatdar, Pandharpur, Sholapur District, at present auditing the jama- 
bandi accounts of the Poona District, Poona. 


1. I have heen mamlatdar for the last fourteen 
years, and have served in the districts of Nasik, 
Ahmceduagar, Satara and Sholapur, in all of which 
the hemp plant is more or less grown. As mamlat- 
dar, I have opportanities of observing the cultiva- 
tion of the plant, of watching the system of excise 
administration in respect to the hemp drags, of 
coming in contact with the classes of jeople more 
or less addicted to the use of them, and of observ- 
ing its effects on the constitution, general habits 
and mode of living of such people. My answers 
are based more on practical experience than on 
any information derived from books. 


2. Inall the four districts above mentioned, 
charas is neither separately collected nor sold as 
narcotic. ‘I'he resinous substance which sticks to 
the hands of the persons employed in collecting 
the flowering tops is sometimes scraped off and 
made into small pills which are used for smoking ; 
but such pills are few and their use very rare. 
Ganja and bhang are locally known by the same 
names, The round variety of ganja is not manu- 
factured at all. ‘I'he chur or broken ganja is not 
sold asa separate variety, but is mixed with the 
dry leaves of the female hemp plant, and the 
whole is sold as bhang. ‘Ihe leaves of the male 
plant are not used as bhang. Uncultivated plant 
is not found in this part, The détinition of bhang 
will therefore have to be moiified as below, so as 
to suit the drug sold as bhang in these districts :— 


Bhang consists of small detached pieces of 
ganja, which remain as residue after 
ganja proper is taken off, mixed with a 
certain proportion of dry leaves of the 
cultivated female hemp plant. 


The definition of flat ganja may be accepted as 
it is. 

8. I know no distiict in which hemp plant 
grows spontaneously. 


4 to 6. I know nothing about this. 


7. Inmany districts of this presidency hemp plant 
is cultivated for the production of ganja. In the 
four districts mentioned above there is no separate 
cultivation exclusively for the purposes (3). (c), 
and (d). As stated in answer to question 2, 


charas is not manufactured at all. I do not know 
of fibres ever being taken out from the hemp 
plant. In one village, Kamargaon, in the Ahmed- 
nagar district, hemp plants are cultivated, I am 
told, for seed alone. As already stated, ganja 
and bhang are taken from the same plant. 
Alimednagar is the only district in which a large 
area is under hemp cultivation. In others hemp 
cultivation is carried on to a very small extent. 
The ganja crop being of no other use, exeept as a 
narcotic, such quantities are ouly raised us are 
sufficient to satisty the requirements of the district 
and the surrounding non-producing places. 


8. I did not get statistics about such areas. 
I am, however, of opinion that in some districts 
there is a gradual decrease in the area under hemp 
cultivation, owing probably to the fact that 
ganja is now being grown iu many places where 
it was formerly not cultivated and consequently 
where it was required to be taken for loeal enn- 
sumption from other localities. Cultivators of the 
hemp plant are not, under the present system of 
the abkari administration, at liberty freely to 
take the ganja produced by them to the market, 
end sell it there openly like other commodities. 
For its sale they entirely depend on the ganja 
farmer, If, therefore, the ganja is not purchased 
by the farmer, the cultivator must keep it in bis 
house and allow it to decay, thus losing the profit 
from his field for one whole year. ‘his state of 
things is quite likely to induce the cultivator to 
give up the cultivation of the hemp plant, and 
this tendency may partly act in reducing the area 
under hemp cultivation, 


9. Before the setting in of the rainy season, 
the ground which is to be sown with the hemp 
plant is prepaced, as for an ordinary crop, by 
ovce ploughing and harrowing two or three times, 
About the beginning of July the seed is sown in 
rows about two feet apart; when the crop is 
about a toot high it is cleared of grass, etc., by 
hand-weeding or with the help of a small hoe, 
If the rainfall is sufficient and seasonable, the 
crop grows without any artificial irrigation. If 
the rainfall is scanty, it requires to be watered 
once a week or so. When the plants attain sufli- 
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cient maturity to enable the expert to distinguish 
between the male and the female plants, the extir- 
pation of the male plants—which is the most 
important process in the cultivation of the ganja 
crops—commences. ‘I'he male plants are carefully 
searched for’ and pulled up, as, if allowed to 
remain, they spoil the whole ganja crop by making 
the female plants set seed freely and thus destroy 
the resinous matter, which is the real active prin- 
ciple in ganja. ‘Iransplantation system is never 
used, Ordinary cattle-yard manure is generally 
used, which, as in the case of other ain increases 
the quantity and improves the quality of the 
outturn. The same plot of gronnd is not gene- 
rally sown with ganja successively for two or 
more years, The plots are changed by rotation 
just as in the case of other crops. It is no doubt 
somewhat difficult to distinguish male from female 
plants while they are young, and it is only by long 
practice that the experts themselves are able to do 
so, I remember it to have been stated to me that 
the earlier appearance of buds upon a plant is one 
of the signs of its being a male plant. The crop 
is ready for harvesting about the end of November. 


10, No, they are of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 


11. No, never to my knowledge, 


12. No, I don’t think wild hemp is cultivated 
anywhere in the four districts for the production 
of ganja. 

13. Inthe Konkan district, lying at the foot 
of the Sahyadri range of Ills, there is no cultiva- 
tion, Lam informed, of the hemp plant for ganja, 
In all districts above the Ghdts, however, bemp 
plant is cultivated more or less for the pro- 
duction of ganja. Dry climate, moderate rain- 
fall, and rich black or red soil, are the necessary 
conditions for the successful growth of hemp plant 
for ganja. No ganja can, I think, be produced in 
places where there is excessive rainfall, as in the 
Konkan. Whether the elevation above sea level 
has much to do with the success of a ganja crop, 
I am not in a position to say definitely. 


Among the Diccan districts, Alimednagar and, 
after that, Satara are the only districts in which 
there are extensive hemp plantations as compared 
with other Collectorates. Why these two alone 
are selected for such extensive hemp plantations 
in preference to others, wh'ch posress the same 
advantages of climate, etc., isa question which is 
somewhat difficult to answer. It seems to me 
thut the ganja produced in these two districts is 
considered to be of a superior quality, and has 
consequently a greater demard in the. foreign 
market, Large quantities of this ganja are ex- 
ported to many of the European countries, and 
this, I think, is the reason why these two districts 
have such an extensive hemp plantation all along. 


14. In all the four districts mentioned above 
ganja and bhang are prepared, but no charas. In 
Abmednagar and Satara, large areas are under 
hemp cultivation, and large quantities of ganja 
produced there are sent out to other places, In 
other districts ganja is produced in such quantity 
as is sullicient to satisfy the requirements of the 
district itself. 


15, When the hemp plant crop is ripe for bar- 
vesting (which is indicated by a change of the 
colour of the leaves into a brownish yellow, and 
by the falling off of the older leaves), the flower- 
ing tops are cut from the stems and collected into 
heaps on a weli-prepared plot of ground. The 
flowering tops are generally cut in the morning, 
and are exposed in the sun till 3 or 4 P.M., 





when they are trodden under foot. The exposure 
is, ] think, necessary in order to remove, by eva- 
poration, the excessive vegetoble sap which is 
found inall fresh cut plants, and which, if allowed 
to remain, would spoil the tops when they are 
trodden under foot. In the evening the tops are 
trodven under foot till they assume a flat 


| shape. The heap is then turned over and exposed 


to the atmosphere till morning. Another iustal- 
ment of the flowering tops is then thrown over it 
aud trodden as before. This process continues for 
four or five days, until the heap of the compressed 
ganja becomes a foot high. The ganja is dry by 
this time, and is ready for use or despatch to other 
places. The treading under foot is, 1 thiuk, 
necessary in order to thoroughly mix the resinous 
substance with the fibrous portion of the flowering 
tops and to make it compuct, so that it may be 
preserved therein for future use. 

Ganja prepared in this way is used for smoking. 
Before it is smoked it is washed two or three 
times to clear it of dirt, ete, and is then kneaded 
on the palm of the left hand by the thumb of the 
right, a small quantity of water being added at 
intervals, ‘Ihis restores the resinous matter to 
its original sticky form and ealivens the active 
principle in the ganja. The more the ganja is 
rubbed the more it gains in intosicating proper- 
ties; and it is said that an excessive ganja smoker 
would sometimes place a smail quantity of soaked 
ganja upon the sole of his shoe and walk for some 
distance in order that the ganja may be com- 
pletely pressed by the heel of his leg, and thus the 
intoxicating properties may be enhanced. Ganja 
thus rubbed is mixed with tebaceo aud smoked. 


The only preparation used for drinking is ghota, 
a delicious drink made of bhang, A small quar- 
tity of bhang is first cleared of dirt, ete., and is 
then reduced to tine powder by pressing between 
two stones, a small quantity of water bsing added 
at intervals. It is then mixed with water and 
filtered through a piece of cloth. Milk, sugar, and 
spices are then added, Ghotais sometimes used 
as a cold drink during hot season. 


(B) There are four known varieties of ganja 
preparation made use of for eating—majum 
yakuti, gulkhand, and shrikhand. They are pre- 
pared almost in the same way, the spices added 
being different in the different varieties. The 
active principle of the narcotic is extracted by 
boiling ganja in ghi and water mixed in equal 
quantities. One part of this narcotised ghi is added 
to sixteen parts of sugar syrup, and the whole, 
when solid, is cut intosmall cakes, This is majum. 
In the same way other varieties are prepared by 
mixing the essence of ganja with different spices. 

All these preparations are from the cultivated 
plant, not from the wild plant. 


Note.— No other form, except ganja and the 


| so-called bhang, is prepared from the hemp plant 


in this part of the country. The preparations 
made from ganja, such as majum, etc., ought to 
have been stated in reply to question No, 19. 


16. No; as already stated, bhang is not sepa- 
rately prepared. The small broken pieces of ganja 
that remain are used as bhang. 1 do not know 
anything about the wild plant. 


17, Not by any particular class of people. The 
cultivators who cultivate hemp plants prepare 
ganja. Charas and bhang are not separately 
prepared, The persons who are licensed to sell 
ganja and its preparatione generally prepare the 
varieties used for eating. (ihota is prepared by 
the person who wants to drink it. 
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18, Yes ; ganja and: bhang deteriorate by keep- | 
‘ing. Bhang being naturally:a milder intoxieant 
deteriorates earlier, It has not been ascertained 
by actual experiments that they quite lose their | 
effects in time. But as their intoxicating pro- | 
perties are gradually di creased, it seems that they 
will lose them entirely in time. ‘hey can be 
kept good, with ordinary eare, for not more than 
twelvemonths. The principal causes of deterioration 
are, I think, exposure to heat, damp, or atmos- 
phere and frequent handling. The first destroys 
the resinuus substance by its formation into some | 
other substanee by chemical combination with the | 
ingredients of the atmosphere, rain, etc.; and the | 
second by separating such resinous substance from | 
the flowering tops, which, being dry, allow it to | 
be easily detached from them by the smallest 
force. | 

19. Ganja is also used for preparing majum, 
etc., as stated in reply to question 15, It is also 
used as a medicine by physicians practising’ in 
native medicine to cure-looseness of Bowels, to im- 
prove digestion, and, in small doses, to bring on | 
sleep when the patient is restless. It is also | 
used in the treatment of some of the cattle-dis- 
eases. These uses are not limited to any partieular 
localities. | 

20, Charas smoking is nowhere practised, 
except perhaps toa very small extent in the town 
of Bombay. In the mufassal ganja alone:is used. 
No statistics are available as to the classes and 
the proportion of people smoking ganja. Different | 
estimates might be given about this proportion ; 
but none, I think, eould he accepted as correct. 
The best mode of finding out this proportion would, | 
I think, be the following :—Take the quantity of | 
ganja eonsumed during the year 1892-93 for the 
whole presideney ;. find out the daily consumption 
by dividing this quantity by 365 ; divide this quan- 
tity by the average rate ef consumption of one 
person using the narcotic per diem, which I take | 
to be about three-fourths of a tola. The quotient 
will represent the numler of persons using ganja, 
This, divided by thepopnlation of the presidency 
according to the census of 1891-92, will give | 
the proportion of ganja smokers to the whole | 
population. It is true that the rate of eonsump- | 
ticn is not uniform either with reference to the | 
several classes of consumers or in respect to the 
different varieties or preparations made from | 
ganja. But, for the purpose of finding out the | 
proportion, the above-mentioned quantity may 
safely be taken, I think, as a fair average. | 

Ganja-smoking is not restiicted to any parti- | 
cular localities; it is practised more or less in all: | 
parts of the eountry, The people most addicted | 
to the vice of ganja-smoking are mendieants, as- | 
celtics, fakirs, gosains, buiragis, and such other | 
irresponsible classes who pass an easy, idle life, 
maintaining themselves chiefly on begging, Ganja | 
is also smoked by artizans and men of handicraft, | 
such as smiths, weavers and drummers, who are | 
required to work hard and continuously for a long | 
time during day and night. In a few instances | 
prostitutes and persous of loose ebaracter smoke 
ganja. 

21. In this part of the country flat ganja | 
alone is used for smoking. No other variety is 
known, 

22. No charas is used in the mufassal. | 

23, Bhang is not used for smoking, The chur 
of ganja, however, which is sold as bhang, and | 
which contains, though in a smaller proportion, 
the intexicant properties of ganja, is in a few ; 
instances used for smoking by poorer classes. 


| conjecture to give sueh a percentage. 


| day, nor is it practised as a matter of fact. 


24,. The use of bhamg for drinking is not limit- 
ed to: any particular localities or classes of people.. 
The drink prepared from bhang called ghota, 
beiag however somewhat costly, is usually used by 
well-to-do peopl, and only occasionally by 
ascetics, mendicants, ete. 

25.. The use of charas is not known in the mufas-- 
sal. No statistics are available in respect of the 
consumption of garja or Bhang. I am of opinion 
that there is a gradual decrease in the quantity 
consumed of both these drugs, owing probably to 


i the fact that the people of the mendicant class,. 
_ who form the majority of the ganjn smokers, are 


eradually lessening in number. but the decline 
does not seem to be of any appreciable extent. ° 


The increase in the: realisations of the abkari 
revenue from intoxicating drugs cannot be ac- 
cepted as am increase in the quantity consumed, 
The increase is to: be found almost exclusively in 
the license fees, which only represent the amount 
paid by the contractor to Government for the 
purehase of the right to sell ganja and its pre- 


| parations, without the slightest reference to: the 


quantity consumed. In a particular year the 
total quantity consumed may be: less than the 
previous year ; but the contractor would still pay 
a higher amount to Government as license-fees, 
endeavouring, of course, to recoup the deficit by 
enbaneing the retail price-at which he would sell 
ganja to the consumers, 


26. It will simply be a matter of opinion and 
I ean, 
however, say this much, that there are very few 
occasional consumers, moderate or excessive, in this 
part of the presidency. It is not customary to. 


| use ganja or any preparation thereof ou festivals, 


worship, or any other religious ceremonies. 
Drinking ghota or the drink prepared:from bhang 
is neither enjoined by religion as a necessary 
ceremony to be-observed on the Maha Shivaratra 
The 
oceasional consumption, therefore, both of ganja 
and bhang, is very rare. The majority of con- 
sumers of both the drugs is habitual moderate: 
consumers, excessive consumers being propor- 


, tionately few in number. 


27. As already stated in reply to question 
No. 26, oceasional cousumption is very rare. 
Habitual moderate or excessive consumption is 
not confined to any particular class of people. The 
habit of excessive consumption is purely indivi- 
dual. An excessive consumer may be found in 
any class of people. Well-to-do people who can 
afford to pay for any quantity of ganja are 
generally excessive consumers. 


28. Average allowance of ganja (for smoking) 


| perdiem is to (a) one tola, (6) two tolas, The 
| average allowance of majum and other prepara- 


tions of ganja is about half the above quantity, 


| as those preparations contain the essence of ganja, 


which: is a more powerful intoxicant. The cost 


i would be different in different districts, according 


to the: retail sale price, which varies greatly in: 
different places, The average cost would be— 


for (2) half an anna f : 
» (4) one anna to Fan ja. 


I don’t know about charas or bhang. 

29. I do not know cf any ingredients ever 
being mixed with these drugs, Dhatura is not 
used to my knowledge. I do not know bhang 
massala, 

30. Ganja-smoking is practised more in com- 
pany, especiaily among mendicants, ete, than in 
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solitude. Majum, yakuti, etc., are, on the other 
hand, consumed more in solitude than in company. 
Yes, the use of these drugs is mainly confined to 
the male sex and to the mature age. No, child- 
dren are not found to indulge in these drugs. 


$1. The habit is not easily formed; but, once 
formed, it is certainly difficult to break off, Like 
other intoxicants, these drugs bave also a ten- 
dleney to develop a moderate habit into an exces- 
sive one, Among bairagis and others who form 
the largest class of ganja smokers this tendency 
is, however, kept in check by the difficulty which 
they find in obtaining the money sufficient to buy 
the required quantity of ganja, 


32. I am not aware of any such custom pre- 
vailing in this part of the presidency. It is some- 
times said that at Shiva puja (or the worship of 
the god Shiva) gbota drink is necessary. But 
this is nota fact. 
pare the drink at such puja for themselves, and 
offer it to a new man who may happen to be in 
their company asa mere matter of courtesy, en- 
tirely leaving it to himself to take a small quantity 
if he chooses to do so. 


I remember, however, it to have been stated to 
me that it isa eustom atnong the persons of the 
ascetic class to initiate 2 new man to ganja-smok- 
ing before he can be formally admitted to their 
class as a regular disciple, Once introduced to 
smoking in this way, he gradually falls into the 
habit, and in time becomes a thorough ganja 
smoker, 

33, Consumption of ganja and bhangin any form 
is regarded asa vice, and looked upon as a practice 
unworthy, of society. The public would not ob- 
ject to the use ofthese drugs on religious grounds ; 
put on social grounds it would be held in great 
disrepute, especially the consumption of ganja and 
its preparations, ‘Ihis sentiment is primarily to be 
attributed to the possession by these drugs of 
intoxicating properties, and to their mischievons 
effects on body and mind. The use of intoxicants 
is regarded with contempt by every soviety; and 
the Indians, who. under the warm climate of 
their country, can altogether disperse with 
such use, would naturally look upon it as one 
of the worst type of indulgence. ‘The fact that 
the number of the ganja consumers is proportion- 
ately very small has something to do with this 
sentiment. No narcotic or stimulant would fall 
in disrepute if itis indulged in by a whole na- 
tion, Were, therefore, all the Indians, or at 
lenst a large majority, u-ers of this narcotic, its 
consumption would not have been regarded with 
<o much contempt, But, as the number of persons 
indulging in these drugs is very small, the con- 
sumption is regarded by the non-consuming 
population as a bad practice. Ghota drink, not 
possessing such strong intoxicating properties, is 
not in so much disrepute. 

I know of no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant on any occasion. 


34. Yes; it wonld, I think, be a serious priva~ ! 


tion to all classes of the consumers vf these drugs 
to forego the consumption of the particular drug 


they use. Their habit of using the particular | 


drug is, by long practice, carried to such a height 
that they will not be able, under any cireum- 
stances, to break it off soon. Nor will they be 
satisfied by the use of any other drug or stimulant 
for the one they had been using. If, therefore, 
they are prevented from using the particular drug, 
there will be serious discontent and uneasiness 
among them, 


Habitual ghota drinkers pre- | 


ee tment ae ee a a a aa. fe ee an ee SSS 


Of the consumers, 60 per cent. are, I think, 
gosains, bairagis, mendicants, etc. ; 30 per cent, 
artizans, men of handicraft, ete.; 5 per cent. 
prostitutes ; and 5 per cent. others. 


35, Under the present cireumstances it is not,. 
I think, feasible to stop altogether the use of any 
of these drugs. Such a prohibition would un- 
doubtedly encourage illicit consumption, at least 
for some time, especially among the mendicant 
class, which forms the majority of the ganja-con- 
sumers, and who will not be satishied by the sub- 
stitution of any other nareotic. H 


Such a prohibition could be enforced either by 
recourse to special legislation, making the use of 
the narcotic penal, or by preventing the cultivation 
and importation of ganja altogether. But such a 
serious step would, 1 think, be quite uncalled for, 
and would create serious discontent among the con- 
i sumers. Iam not prepared to say that it may 

amvunt to a political dunger. The whole body of 
the consumers, taken together, is so insignificant 
in number and wanting in influence that they are 
incapable of spreading the infection of their dis- 
content to the general public, so as to stimulate 
them to any action amounting to political danger. 


I do not think alcoholic stimulants or other in- 
toxicants will be had recourse to in ease such a 
prohibition is enforced. Such substitutes would 
not satisfy ganja consumers of long habit, 


36. No, I don’t think aleohol is being substi- 
tuted. If there be any decrease in the quantity 
of these drugs consumed, it is to be explained by 
the fact of the gradual disappearance of the men- 
dicant class rather than by the substitution of 
alcohol, 


37, Charas-smoking is not known in this part. 


88. Flat ganja alone being used, I cannot an- 
swer the question. 


39. I am not in a position to answer this ques. 
tion satisfactorily. In practice, however, I have 
found that, in the long run, ganja smokers are 
more injuriously affected than those that eat or 
drink it in some form, ‘The reason, I think, is 
that the poison directly enters by inkalation into 
the lungs, and is absorbed by, and circulated 
through, the system more rapidly, thus producing 
more injurious effects. 


40. The reply is already given under question 
No. 19. 


41, Tam not ina position to state definitely 
whether the moderate use of these drugs may be 
beneficial or not. In practice, however, it is used 
asafood accessory as wellas to give staying- 
power. I do not know of ganja or bhang ever 
being used as a febrifuge. 1 refer to moderate 
occasional use. 


Moderate habitual use.—Tt is also used to give 
staying-power under severe exertion. 


Occasional use is not restricted to any olasses. 


Habitual use—(6) prevails among persons who 
are required to work hard and continuously for a 
| long time, such as smiths, dooly-bearers, weavers, 
| toy-makers, ete. 

42. 1am not in a position to answer. 


43. Yes; as far as I know they are perfectly 
inoffensive. 

44, The immediate effect is to pive a pleasant 

sensation, stimulation to work, and some appetite, 

| Yes, it is refreshing. Yes, it produces intoxica- 

tion, but not such as to deprive the consumer of 

his senses. It does not allay hunger. It oreates 


appetite {o a small extent The effects last for 
about an bour or an hour and ahalf. Yes; the 
after-effects are general depression of spirits, 
moroseness and unwillingness to work. Want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing as well 
as uneasiness, 


45, Habitual moderate use of the hemp drugs 
is observed to cause the following infirmities. 
Whether tbese results can, and ifso by what 
scientific process, be connected -with the consump- 
tion I am notin a position to say, A person long 
given to the habit of ganja consumption, even in 
a moderate form, is found to be very thin aud 
generally weak, with impaired digestion, and 
suffering from bronchitis and, in a few cases, 
from asthma. He becomes lazy and averse to 
hard work; but his moral sense is not impaired, 
nor does he acquire habits of immorality or de- 
bauchery. 1 am of opinion thata long use of 
the drugs would result in a loss of appetite for 
sexual passions, owing probably to the alfection 
of the nervous system. 


I am notin a position to say definitely to what 
extent the use of these drugs is connected with 
the production of insanity. 

46. The above injurious effects are observed in 
an aygravated form in an habitual excessive con- 
sumer, His constitution is completely pulled 
down, and he becomes quite useless for work. 
He suffers from bronchitis and asthma of a worse 
type. and is labouring under constant headache, 
uneusiness, and vacantuess of mind. 


47 and 48. No, notto my knowledge. 


49 and 50. 1 have no ivformation on these 
points. 

51. Iam not of opinion that any large propor 
tiun of bad characters are habitual moderate con- 
sumers of these dings. The classes generally 
known to be of bad character in this part of the 
country are:—Gopals, Wasudevs, Phaseparadhis, 
Dombaries, Katkaries, Chitrakathis, Kaikadis, 
Berads, Garudis, Lamans, and Bhamtes, These, 
ag a rule, are wandering tribes, never remaining 
in one place, but moving from place to place, 





showing their tamasbas and juggleries, and beg- 
ging alms. I have never found any of these tribes 
especially addicted to the use of these drugs. 
Their mode of life, their frequent movements from 
one place to another during the dark nights and 
their encampments in lonely jungles removed from 
human habitation, naturally require them to be 
always very watchful and alert, They must 
alwavs be active and ready for any kind of action, 
Any long use of these drugs, even in a mild form, 
would make them lazy, idle, weak, ard quite unfit 
for such work as they are called upon to perform 
for the very maintenance of themselves aad their 
families. They, therefore, scrupulously avoid, I 
think, indulging in such narcotics. 

The moderate use of these drugs has, 1 think, 
no connection with crime in general or with crime 
of any special character. There does not seem 
to be any intrinsic quality in the use of the drags 
to create a tendency to commit crime. On the 
contrary, infirmity and weakness, which are the 
necessary consequences of a long habit of ganja 
consuming, make a map useless for the commis- 
sion of crime, Ganja consumers may sometimes 
he found to be incliued to commit petty thefts 
when they are hard-pressed for money, But this 
inclination is common to the ase of all other 
narcotics when the cousumers are reduced to 
similar circumstances, Opium eaters and alcohol 
driukers are often 1ep:rted to have committed 
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thefts when hard of cash. And this inclination 
must naturally be much less powerful in ganja 
consumers, as the narcotic required by them is 
comparatively very cheap, 


52, There is nothing, 1 think, evenin the exces 
sive use to stimulate crime. Such use would, I 
think, by making a man still weaker, make him 
more incapable for commission ef crime. 

53. I don’t think excessive indulgence in any 
of these drugs incites to unpremeditated crime. 
It may make the consumer peevish, liable to easy 
provocation, and sometimes quarrelsome, but would 
not stimulate him to commit unpremeditated 
crime of a violent nature. I know of no case in 
which it had led to temporary homicidal frenzy, 


54, I don’t think these drugs are ever used by 
criminals with the special object of fortifying 
themselves for the commission of a premeditated 
act of violence or other crime. There: may be 
some persons who are bad characters, and at the- 
sume time addicted to the use of these druys. 
Such persons may sometimes indulge in such: 
drugs before proceeding to commit an act of vio- 
lence, but that is not for the particular purpose of 
fortifving themselves, but is in accordance with 
their usual halt of taking a dose before commen- 
cing any work, good or bad, which requires con- 
centrated exertions or bard labour. In old times, 
we read stories of a dacoit or thug smoking a 
chillum of ganja before proceeding to do his work 
of thuggy. Butsuch instances are now very rare. 


55. Yes, sometimes such cases are said to have 
occurred, though none has officially come before 
me. Itis said that sweetmeats prepared from these 
drugs, being most suited to avoid suspicion, are- 
geverully used. ‘he victims selected are gener- 
ally persons of tender age, and in sume instances 
diinphs ignorant women. These can be easily in- 
duced to partake of the sweetmcats. Such cases- 
if any, must no doubt be very few. 


56. I have no information on the point. 


57. Charas is not used. The forms in which: 
ganja is eaten have already been mentioned in 
reply to question No, 13. I have also briefly 





noticed, in reply to question No. 55, the use of 
sie zatables made by the criminals to facilitate 
the commission of evrime, 1 have nothing to add. 


58 and 59, The present system is working 
satisfactorily, with the exception of a few points 
which will be noted below under appropriate 
headings. 


60. Underthe present system the cultivation 
of tie ganja-bearing plants and the process of its. 
preparation are, I think, sufficiently controlled. 
A cultivator, though he is not prevented by law 
from cultivating hemp plant, is not at liberty to 
prepire ganja from it without first obtaining a per- 
mit from the Collector of the district. Hemp 
plants as such, bemg of no use as a narcotic, unless 
ganja is prepared from them, no restriciton seems. 
necessary on theircultivation. The present control 
on the preparation and the import, export, aad 
transport is quite sufficient to guard against smugs 
ling and the loss of excise revenue. 


There is, however, one point which seems to me 
to be objectionable. Under the present system 
the cultivator of the hemp plant is placed some- 
what ata disadvantage. He is not allowed to take 
the ganja produced by him to the open market, 
ami sell iv there to any enstonier who may offer 
to him the highest vrice, He must seii it 10 the 
ganja farmer. He must either submit to the 
terms, bovever disidvantazeous they migit be, 


ee is 


offered to him by the latter, or allow his ganja— 
an article naturally liable to speedy deterioration — 
to decay. ‘Then again, if the quantity of ganja 
produced in a particular year, being in excess of 
the requirements of that year, is not purchased by 
the ganja contractor, he (the cultivator) is not 
at liberty to dispose of it by selling to any 
customer he may happen to find. Special legis- 
lation having thus reduced the number of his 
customers to a minimum, the cultivator is debarred 
securing t full extent the benefits of 
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the price at which the farmer sells ganja to the 
customers, is also objectionable. The selling 
price is not oflicially fixed under the present 
system. ‘The farmer is left to himself to fix any 
arbitrary price he likes. He having secured the 
monopoly of the sale of these druys in a_parti- 
cular lovality, the consumers therein have no alters 
native but to purchase them from him at any 
price he may choose to set upon them, ‘Thus it 
sometimes happens that the farmer makes large 
profits by selling the drugs very dear, the whole 





free competition and of the natural law of demand 
and supply. This is rather unfair, and requires, 
I think, an alteration in the present system, so 
as to improve the position of the cultivator. My 
idea is that it would be more reasonable to make 
the ganja-farmer suffer for such disadvantages than 
the poor cultivator. ‘Lhis can be done, I think, 
by the following arrangements, which I therefore 
most respectfully bee to suggest for the considera- 
tion of the Commission. 

Individual cultivation of ganja should alto- 
gether be stopped. No cultivator should be allow- 
ed to cultivate ganja on his own account. ‘The 
right of selliug (retail) ganja should be sold on 
the condition that the purchaser (ganja-farmer) 
will have to make his own arrangements for the 
production of the supply of ganja required. for 
the annual consumption of the district or province 
for which he has obtained license. The right cf 
retailing ganja should be put to auction and made 
final in the month of May or June instead of in 
the month of July as at present, so as to give the 
ganja contractor sufficient time, before the sowing 
of hemp plants commences, to make arrangements 
with individual cultivators to raise ganja for him 
sufficient for the vear’s consumption. He should 
apply for and obtain from the Collector the 
necessary number of permits for the cultivation 
of hemp in the names of such cultivators as would 
agree to raise the cropsfor him. He may, if 
necessary, advance money to the cultivators on the 
one hand, or bind them by such securities as may 
be deemed necessary cn the other, in order to 
ensure the production of the required quantity, 
and will be responsible for the purchase of the 
whole quantity produced for him at the rates 
agreed upon between him and the cultivators. 


By this arrangement the cultivators will be 
quite free to propose their own terms to the eon- 
tractor, and to refuse to cultivate the hemp plant 
for him in ease they are not accepted by hun, On 
the other hand, the contractor will be at full liber- 
ty to ask such cultivators to grow ganja for bim 
as would agree to sell it to him at the lowest prices, 
or to cultivate it himself if he thinks such culti- 
vation more profitable, ‘Ihus the law of free com- 
yetition will have it» full seepe; the ganja con- 
tractor will be careful not to carry the hemp plant 
cultivation to any unnecessarily large extent, and 
some of the land thus set free will be more usefully 
employed by the production of ordinary crops. 
Moreover, the rights of cultivating and selling 
ganja beins combined in one and the same person, 
there will be less room for smuygling, and the 
license-fees may prubably bring in a larger revenue 
to Government, 

61. Charas is not produced in this part. 

62. There is no separate cultivation of the hemp 
plaut for the excessive production of bhang. 

63. I have already expressed, in answer to ques- 
tion No. 60, my views with regard to the whole- 
sale price, ¢.9., the priceat which the ganja farmer 
buys ganja from the cultivator who produces it, 
lam humbly of opinion that the retail price, ¢.., 
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burden of these enormous profits falling on the 
poor cousumers, IIvre, too, the natural law of 
demand and supply does not operate freely. I am 
therefore respectfully of opinion that the ‘price 
at which a ganja farmer should sell ganja, ete., 
to the consumers should be officially fixed for 
eich district or locality aceording to its cireum- 
stances. ‘This suggestion may be objected to on 


: the ground that a farmer may suffer loss if in a 


particular year less quantity is sold than was esti- 
mated at the time he purchased the farm, True, 
it is quite probable that such a contingency may 
occur; but the farmer must be prepared to take 
his chance as in the case of other contracts, such 
as that of toddy, country liquor, tolls, ete. In the 
ease of tolls, for instance, the fees te be levied on 
conveyances are fixed, and the contractor is left 
to take his chance. He is not at liberty to in- 
crease the rates of fees, because he finds that the 
number of articles passing by his toll-bar is not 
sufigient to reeoup the amount he has paid to 
Government, In the same manner I think the 


~ selling price of ganja may be regulated. It is 


» above. 


true that there have been no complaints; but 
this is no reason why feasible improvements 
should not be made, 


I shall illustrate by an example. Take Poona 
districé and the town of Bombay, ‘The quantity 
consumed during 1892-93 is respectively 248 and 
315 mannds. The Poona farmer has puid 
Rs. 17,050 as the license-fee, while the Bombay 
man has paid Rs. 39,500 ; so that the Bombay man 
had to pay to Goverament Rs. 45-7 per maund 
or zoo) more than the Prona man 
at vis os license-fees: add to these 
the duty of 8 annas per maund paid for trausport- 
ing the ganja to Bombay from other districts, 
the conveyance charges of ganja from Poona and 
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Bombay, which would be about Rs. 2 a maund, 
and the establishment charges, which will be 


higher in Bombay than in Pcona, amounting to, 


sav, about Rx, 10 a maund, ‘Thus if may be seen 


that the Bombay farmer has to pay about Rs. 60 
more per maund than the Poona man. Now let 
us see what is the difference between the selling 
prices in the two places, The retail sale price in 
the Poona district is Rs. 120 a maund, while that 
in the town of Bombay is Rs. 255 a maund. The 
extra expenditure that the Bombay farmer is 
required to incur is Ks, 60 a maund, as shown 
Dedueting this from Rs. 235, still there is 
a profit of Rs. 105 a maund to the Bombay man 
(Rs, 225—120, the selling price in the Poona dis- 
triet,=105), Thus the Bombay man gets about 
Ks. 100 per maund more than the Poona man, 
and this amount finds its way into the pocket of 
the farmer, 


If the figures on which I have made my cal- 
culations be reliable, my inferences would be 
quite correct. 

Then again, Tam of cpinion that the prices 
officially reported are not the real prices. — In prac- 
tice the ganja contractors charge a much higher 
rate. In the Poona district, for instance, the 
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price officially reported is Re. 1-8-0 per pound of 40 
tolas ; but I think the retail sale price actually 
charged is Rs. 2-8-0 per pound. There are at pre- 
sent no means to examive the accounts of the 
ganja-farmer. Had tbey been regularly kept, I 
am sure they would have shown a large profit to 
the farmer. 


For all these reasons, I am respectfally of opi- 
nion that the system of officially fixing the retail 
sale price is at least worth experimenting upon, 

64. The present regulations seem to be unobjec- 
tionable, 


64. No charas smoking known in this part. Con- 
sumption of bhang comparatively small, Bhang 
is not separately taxed. ‘The taxation, as come 
pared with alcoholic and otber intoxicants, seeuis 
moderate and fair. The quantity of the alcoho- 
lic stimulant required by an habitual moderate 
consumer costs about 5 annas per diem and that 
of opium 2 annas. Compared with these, the cost 
of these drugs required also by an halitual mode- 
rate consumer is much less, and must therefore be 
considered reasonable. ‘This cost includes the 
contractor’s profits, which seems to me unreason- 
ably high. If, therefore, they are reduced to a 
fair minimum by ollicially fixing the price, as 


suggested in reply to question No, 66, the cost | export of hemp drugs to Huropean countries was 


will be still reduced, and the taxation will be clear- 
ly seen as quite moderate. 


66. The principle which governs or should 


govern the taxation of intoxicating drugs is, I | 
think, that the State should, by the-imposition of | 
heavy taxes, endeavour to check, as far as practic- | 
able, the use of such druge because they act injuri- | 


ously on the body and mind of its subjects. Accord- 
ing to this principle the intoxicant which has 
more mischievous effects by spoiling the body or 
mind or by creating a greater tendency to commit 
the crime should, I think, be more heavily taxed, 
Unless, therefore, the different varieties have differ- 
ent powers of so acting, they need not be taxed at 
different rates, 


67. My views have already been expressed in 


reply to question No. 63. The retail sale price 
not being fixed officially, the consumer is practi- 
cally required to pay a much higher tax in the 
shape of the price of ganja, though the tax impos- 
ed by Government is very moderate. The system, 
therefore, requires modification. 


68. In the mufassal there are not such houses. 
I am of opinion that it is uot desirable that there 
should be such houses. 


69. Yes; generally they are. Ifa particular 
locality is objected to by the people, their com- 
plaint is sent to the local revenue officer for in- 
quiry and report; and if, on receipt of such 
report, the Collector is satislied that there are 
sufficient grounds not to allow the shop to be 
opened, no permission is granted, 


70. No, there are no facts regarding the import- 
ation or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native 
States to which I wish to draw attention. 

Yes ; duty is paid in respect of a1] the hemp piant 
drugs used. So far us l am aware, there is uo 
use of untaxed drugs. 


Oral evidence. 
Question 13.—My ivformation regarding the 


gathered from an Administration Report of the 
Abkari Department, which I can mention afte: 
reference to my notes. 


Question 26.—In the distriets I have served 1 
have not found the hemp drugs to be used as a 
custom at religious ceremonies. Iam a follower 
of the Shiva side of the Hindu religion, and I de 
not consider the use of the drugs essential. 


Question 35.—The ascetics have not enough 
influence with any class of the people to cause 
political difficulty. They may have exercised 
influence in former days, but times have changed, 
and | only speak for my own part of the country. 
They have influence in religious matters, but not 
in political, 





40. Hvidence of Rao Sanus Narayan WAMAN D&OBSANKAR, Brahmin Jamlatdar 
and 3lagistrate, 2nd Class, Chopda, District Bhauwdesh. 


1. I have been a Magistrate for the last fifteen 
years, and exereised jurisdiction in eleven talukas 
in five different districts. I have thus had oppor- 
tunities of studying the habits of criminals in 
different parts of the Deccan as regards the use 
of the hemp drugs. I have also consulted some 
persons whose family have for several generations 
been dealers in these drugs. 

51. I do not think that any sensible proportion 
of bad characters are habitual consumers of any 
of the hemp drugs; their proportion is certainly 


larger than that of habitual consumers in the | effect of increasing fretfulness, but decreasing 


general population of the country. I can only 
trace the connection of the moderate use of these 
drugs with crime in the following two ways :— 


(2) Criminals as well as consumers of the hemp 
drugs are recruited from the lower ranks of society; 
(b) a moderate use of these drugs prevents fatigue 
and exhaustion, and imparts a certain spirit 
and boldness to the temper; it has a tendency to 
concentrate the mind to the one object or senti- 
mevt which is uppermost iv the consumer’s 
thoughts, and to fortify it to some degree against 
danger and difficulties, 


I do not think that the use of hemp drugs by 
itself prompts a person to crime; they (the hem) 
drugs) are cheap enough to te within the reaéh of 
the poorest classes, and unlike opium they create 
no desire for sweet, greasy or other expensive 
food, . 

52. The above answer holds good mufatis mutan- 
dis in respect of this question; only that a habi- 
tual excessive consumer is less disposed for the 
activity and excitement of crime than a moderate 
consumer, Lxcessive use is observed to have the 


physical powers, 

53. Excessive indulgence in any of these diugs 
does not by itself ineite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise, unless such a crime happens 
to be nppermost in the consumer’s thoughts, or 
unless he conceives an intention to commit such a 
crime subsequent to his taking any of these drugs, 
in which case the influence will tend to intensify 
and help on the intention so conceived. I do not 
know of avy case in which excessive indulyence 
in any of these drugs has led to temporary hormi- 
cilal frenzy. 
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54. These drugs are used by criminals to fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act of vio- 
lence or other crime. I have observed one or two 
eases of this nature in the Chopda taluka during 
the last six months. 

55, Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
do, in rare cases, induce their victims to partake 
of majum (a sweet preparation of bhang), and so 


stupefy themselves. Complete stupefaction cannot 
_ be induced by the hemp drug without admixture, 
| I observed a case three years ago in the Nandgaon 
taluka of the Nasik district, in which a gosain 
administered majum toa person, and while the 
latter was in the drowziuess of the drug, commit- 
ted theft of some rupees he had in bis turban. 





41. Evidence of Rao SaneB SursHo Krisna Mupxavi, Manlatdar of Taluka 


Bijapur, 


1. I had no opportunity before of collecting the 
information I am now giving on this subject. 
Sull I have attempted to answer the questions 
with the aid of statistics I have obtained from the 
ganja contractors, the Abkari inspectors, persons 
usivg bhang and ganja, and from my own scanty 
experience, 


2. In this part of the country charas is not 
manufactured at all. The definition given of 
ganja is correct, The kind of ganja manufac- 
tured here is flat ganja, known by its generic term 
ganja, iustead of champta ganja. 





Bijapur. 


four inches thick. It is then spread out on the 
ground and trodden under foot by coolies for 
three or four days, and then the ganja thus pre- 
pared is filled into bags, The ganja thus pre- 
pared becomes ready for sale. The people pur- 
chasing the ganja so prepared, if they wish to 
use any portion of it for smoking, squeeze it with 
their hands mixed with water, which is then 
thrown out and water mixed afresh. This pro- 
cess is repeated ten times at least. The ganja 
thus prepared, though fit for smoking, is not so 
used without a mixture of tobacco. 





3. As far-as-t r the 
Belgaum, Dbarwar and Bijapur districts, hemp 
plant does not grow spontaneously in any of these 
districts. 


7. In Bijapur town 6 acres and 13 gunthas 
were cultivated for bhang and ganja, 


8. The cultivation is so infinitesimally small 
that it seems unnecessary to answer the question. 


9, After the opening of the monsoon, ganja is 
sown at the end of June or beginuing of July in 
plough land in the same manner us jawari, The 
plant needs no irrigation (artificial) during the 
monsoon, after which it is watered by means 
of “ mote” (water bucket), From the month of 
September male plants begin to come up aniong 
crops, and they are at once removed, for their 
‘presence causes the femule plants to seed and in- 
jures the crops. Grass or dirt among the ganja 
crops is weeded out from time to time. 


10. Here there is no separate class of ganja cul- 
tivators. They belong to the agricultural class. 
But, in order that the female plants may not be 
injured from tbe growth of male plants, experts 
are imported from other districts, and the culti- 
vation is managed under their supervision. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are not raised from the seed of wild hemp. 


12. Wild hemp is not sown, 


13, The cultivation of ganja is not restricted 
to any part of the country. Moisture and a sup- 
ply of water are essential conditions, but rocky 
suil is unsuitable, 

14, In this part of the country ganja is culti- 
vated to a small extent. Bhang is also prepared 
from it, Charas is, however, not prepared. The 
cultivation in Bijapur of bhang and ganja this 
year will, it is estimated, produee about 60 
maunds of ganja and 15 maunds of bhang, 

15, In this part of the country ganja is not 
produced from the wild plants, which do no ist 








here at all. 


(A) Ganja used for smoking purposes. About 
the end of December, when the crop of ganja is 
ready, the tops of the plant, otherwise called the 
buds, are yulled out, These are placed in a pile 
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country. 


(C) The powder left after the process of tread- 
ing, to which the buds placed in heaps are subject- 
ed, and from which the ganja is separated, is called 
bhang, That powder is sold to consumers using 
it for drinking, ‘To render it fit for drinking 
purposes the consumers soak it in water. It is 
then rubbed with hands and cleansed with water, 
the process being repeated so often as to cause its 
grecu colour almost to disappear. The bhang so 
prepared is then fried on a pan mixed with ghi. 
It is then mixed with water, poppy seeds, almonds, 
cardamoms, ginger, pepper and aniseed, and 
grounded on a stone and rolled into balls. Then 
a tinned pot or an earthen pot with a broad mouth 
is taken, and its mouth closed with a piece of cloth 
tied round it. On the cloth is then placed one of 
these balls, about four or five telas in weight ; 
water is then poured down on the ball in small 
droppings, and the Lall is then dissolved with 
hands, The proportion of water to be put in 
is 80 tolas for cach ball, When the dilution thus 
prepared is realy, the cloth is removed and sugar 
or gule mixed with the dilution, Afterwards two 
receptacles areused. The oue (empty) is placed on 
the ground, and the other containing the dilution 
is held over it at some distanee, which is gradually 
inereased tothe height of aman ; and the dilution 
is then dribbled down into the empty receptacle, 
When the pouring is finished, the process is re- 
peated as often as is necessary to produce that 
amount of intoxicating power in the dilution which 
the drinker wishes it to possess, a repetition forty 
times being considered as a maximum, The mix- 
ture thus obtained is termed ghota, It then be- 
comes fit for drinkiug. During the hot season, this 
is used without anything else being mixed with it, 
In other seasons milk is mixed with it. 


16. Smokers prepare the ganja they buy for 
smoking. Ghota-drinkers prepare ghota in their 
houses from the bhang they purchase. These 
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koshtis, Marathas, and Musalmans, 


17. There is no limitation as to the class or caste 
of the persons making the preparations of the 
hemp drug. The ganja cultivators therefore 
belong to the agricultural class, and they make the 
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preparations themselves with the aid of experienc- 
ed persons, 

18. 1 have no personal knowledge on this sub- 
ject. 1 consider two years to be the longest time 
beyond which the drugs cannot keep good. Its 
keeping iv good condition or deterioration depends 
upon the climate, according as itis dry or wet. 
I have no experience of the causes of deterioration, 
neither can 1 think of any means to prevent such 
deterioration, 





——t8-_ tr this p 
only for smoking. 


20, Ascetics, bairagis, salis, koshtis, Musal- 
mans, and occasionally singers chiefly smoke ganja. 
Their proportion to the general population cannot 
be stated in exact percentage, but approni- 
mately it may be estimated at 1 to 2 per cent. 


21. In this part of the country, flat ganja only 
is used for smoking, and it is considered the best of 
all. 

22, Charas is not at all prepared in this part cf 
the country, 


23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24. People of the ordinary class drink bhang. 
Detailed information on this point is given in the 
answer to the 17th question, On the whole the 
proportion of this class of people is not greater 
than 5 per cent. 

25. That the use of ganja ison the inerease Is 
evident from the fact that the ganja-revenue is 
increasing every year. 

26. Jt is very difficult to ascertain the propor- 
tion of these classes to the total consumers indi- 
cated in the respective headings, but the following 
seems a fairly reasonable estimate :— 

(a) 50 per cent. 
(4) 10 per cent. 
(c) 25 per cent. 
(d) 15 per cent. 
27, It has already been stated in the answer 


to the 17th question what people use this drug. 
The (a) class mentioned above enerally comprises 












to come into contact with their fellow-labourers, 
use it in company to a moderate extent; and some 
of them use it also in solitude in their own houses 
to an extent sufficient to satisfy their cravings, 
The proportion of consumers in solitude is very 
small, The consumption is mainly confined to 
male sex. Females generally do not smoke it, 
‘The addiction occurs at an age later than eighteen. 


31. Those, who have no association with eon- 
sumers of the drug and those who are educated in 


5 
to this habit. Several others, too, contract this 
habit by association with consumers of the drug, 
It is very difficult to break off. Except in the 
case of ascetics and bairagis and fakirs, there is 
no tendency in this drug for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive. 


32. There is no custom at all, social or religi- 
ous, in regard tothe consumption of any intoxi- 
eating drugs, like bhang, ganja, ete. On the con- 
trary, their use is forbidden by religion, A con- 
sumer of such drugs is hated by respectable men, 
and so there is no religious or social binding to 
use the drug, In the case, however, of ascetics 
and bairagis it is regarded as a neevssity for con- 
centration of mind in contemplation or devotion ; 
but there is no authority of the shastra for such 


~ sentiment. 


83, The public opinion (social and religious) 
is against the use of the drug, Consumers who 
in their intoxicated state are intemperate in their 
conduct and speech are shunned by respectable 
societies. The addicted are sensible of their vice, 


and generally avoid appearance in publie, while 


Weavers and momins; the (4), aseetics, bairagis 


and fakirs ; and the (ec) and (2) the ordinary elasses 
who are occasional consumers. It is the idle 
classes of people that take to this vice contracted 
by association with bad company, and generally 
poorer classes are addicted to this. The (a) elass 
uses this drug to alleviate fatigue in such moder- 
ate quantity as to cause no obstacle to their daily 
avocations, 


28. The habitual moderate smokers of ganja 
require from one to two tolas per head per diem, 
while habitual excessive consumers require about 
four tolas per diem. Its cost is half auna per tola. 

29. Occasionally dhatura seed, kuchara (nux- 
vomiea) seed and bachnak (aconite) are mixed with 
the ganja used for smoking, to make it more 
intoxicating, Common tobacco is ordinarily mix- 
ed with it as an essential ingredient. Ihave not 
been able to ascertain what other ingredients, if 
any, are mixed with it. It is usual to mix spices 
in bhang (ghota), the preeess of which has been 
described in the answer to the 15th question. 


30. It seems neeessary to specify here the 
classes consuming the drug in solitude and those 
consuming it in company. Asceties and bairagis 
wishing to secure concentration of mind to devo- 
tion and those wishing to keep their vice out of 
knowledge to others use the drug in solitude. 
These classes do not generally associate with 
society. Labouring classes, who have ordinarily 


such societies avoid company with the consumers 
for fear of contracting their habits. There is no 
custom either among the Hindus or the Mubham- 
madans of worshipping the hemp plant, 


34, It would be a serious privation to many 
classes of consumers to forego the consumption 
of the dug. For a few days there will be an 
obstacle to their mental or physical action. Just 
as the health of any ordinary mun will suffer if he 
is not given his daily food, so will that of the 
bhang-cousumer do if he is deprived of the use of 
this drug, But the abandoning of this habit will 
be Lenelicial to him in the end. The sufferance 
that might be caused in consequence is only a 
temporary one, After the Jap<e of some days in 
self-denial the practice leads to the cessation of 
the former habits, and the consumer’s mental and 
physical powers would be maintained, The pro- 
pertion of the people, who have once contracted 
the habit and who subsequently leave it, cau 
hardly be 1 per cent, of the total consumers, 


35. It is very necessary to prohibit the nse of 
these drugs, The prohibition will lead to illicit 
consumption, The only way to enforce the prohi- 
bition seems to me to prevent by law the cultivas 
tion of these drugs in British and even in foreign 
territories, a severe penalty being attached to the 
breach of this rule, The police and the abkari 
departments should keep watch, Informers of 
licit cultivation should be rewarded, and the 
trials of such cases should rest with lower grades 
of magistrates. The prohibition would, for some 
time, occasion temporary discontent among the 
consumers; but there is no’ the least ground for 
apprehending that such discontent would amount 
to a political danger, the people in this part of 
the country being loyal and of mild nature, and the 
proportion of tke persons using bhang and ganja 
to the generel population being too small to be 
taken into consideration. It cannot even fora 
moment be supposed that a measure affecting only 
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snch community would lead to political danger, 
Tue increasing practice heing detrimental to the 
public health, it is the duty of the good-principled 
ruler to stop it. Although the vice of indulging 
in bhang and ganja and that of drinking liquor 
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| man, even when he is under complete influence of 
the drug, is not such as to incite him to commit 
: suicide, 

| 54..No, 


. 





have no connection with each other, the prohibition 
is likely to lead some of them to have recourse 
to opium and uthers to alcoholic stimulants, 


36. For the present there is no practice come to 
notice of alcohol being substituted for these drugs, 


N. B.—'The answers to the questions in the 
5th chapter apply both to bhang and ganja, 


37. Charas is not used in this part of the 
country, 


88 and 39. Both the smoking of ganjaand the 
drinking of bhang (ghota) produce intoxication. 
The smoking produces heat in the body, It in- 
creases appetite and is likely to aflect injuriously 
the consumer's brain and blood if he is not given 
sufficient food to eat, It is also likely to bring on 
asthma and cause disorder of lungs. Such are not 
the effects of the ehota, the use of which keeps in- 
toxication longer than in the case of the ganja- 


smokine, It also sustains consumer’s power of 
working. A ghota has a cooling effectin the end. 


It does not tend to inerease appetite, nor is it so 
injurious to health. If consumed in a moderate 
quantity, it has these advantages, But ordinarily 
moderation is not observed, and its immoderate 
use is therefore injurious, 

40, Purified bhang and ganja are used for 
medical purposes, Purified bhang and ganja are 
mixed in certain proportion with some of the 
medicines prescribed for cough, high breathing, 
piles and other diseases. IS is alxo mixed with 
some medicines prescribed for certain cattle 
diseases. But it is not 1o Le suppo-ed that there 
are other cures for the diseases mentioned above, 


41, Itis known from experienced people that 
moderate consumption of these drugs have the 
eflects mentioned in (2), (4), and (¢). heir use 
serves to secure concentration of mind to any 
subject. 

(2) On rare occasions it is useful to invalids. 

(4) As already stated in the answer to the 
17th question, it is used by weavers and others 
for this purpose. 

(c) It is useful to ascetics, bairagis and others 
going on pilgrimages ard travelling in hotor cold 
countries with or without clothes on. 

(7) Persons leading their life as devotees. 


It is difficult to state the proportion, The 
above informution relates to the habitual moderate 
consumers, 


42. It does not seem necessary to answer this 
question in view of the answer given to the pre- 
ceding question. 

43, Intoxication from bhang and ganja is 
pleasing to consumers in their sedentary position, 
and they are therefore inoffensive to their neigh- 
bouts. 


44 to 46. Reliable information is not obtain- 
able to give satisfactory answers to (hese questions, 


47 to 52. I am not aware of any instances of 
this nature. 


53, Excessive indulgence in this drug causes 
quietude in a consumer and deprives him of the 
power of excitement. Therefore there is no in- 
citement in the consumer to avy violent or other 
crimes. I known of no case in which it has led 
to temporary homicidal frenzy, The state of the 


 countTY. 





cing of ganja does not— bring on 
irsensibility, but only slight intoxication. Iam 
not aware of any instances of the nature indicated 
im the guestion, Insensibility is not produced 
without a mixture of anv other substance with 
this drug. Dhatura see], kuchara or other sub- 
stance is necessary to produce perfect inseasibility. 


56. Dhatura is not mixed with this drug in 
order to induce consumption, I have not been 
able to obtain information on the other points. 


57, Ganja is not eaten in this part of the 
Bhang (ghota) is drunk. This and 
the effects of its use have already been mentioned 
wbove., Charas is not prepared in this part of the 
country, 


58 and 59. The existing rules relating to bhang 
and ganja should have a provision ef an enactment 
prohibiting the cultivation of ganja, Should this 
be found inexpedient, such duty should be imposed 
on ganja as would make it a costly article. To 
attain this o}-ject, a rule should be made requiring 
the storage of bhang and ganja in a place assigned 
for the purpose, and the duty due to Government 
should be paid by the contractors. 


The shops, where the sales of bhang and ganja 
are considerable, should be sold by auction, and 
those where the sales are not large should be farmed 
as at present for alump sum. 


The existing rule permitting the sale of ganja 
not exceeding forty tolas per diem per head 
enablis a purchaser to dispose of a portion of it to 
another. If sucha transaction he declared illegal, 
it, would check the ingrease of the vice. To attain 
this end, the limit of forty tulas should be reduced 
to four tolas, the maximum quantity needed per 
head as shown in the answer to question 28. More 
than this should not be allowed to be sold to one 
person. If this course be adopted, the vice would 
materially decrease. 

60. The cultivation of the ganja-bearing plant 
does not require supervision, but it seeins desirable 
that the process of the preparation of ganja and 
bhang should be subjected to supervision ; ganja 
is not capable of beiny prepared secretly, ‘I'he 
present supervision seems therefore sufficient. 

61, Charas is not produced in this part of the 
country. 


62. Ganja and bhang are products of the same 
plant. To prepare a good gunja it is necessary 
that the plant should uot be allowed to reach 
maturity, Bhang requires a mature plant. When 
ganja is produced from immature plants, bhang 
turns out bad, and when bhang is made from 
mature plants ganja does not turn out good. 
Therefore a farmer should take precautions to 
manufacture good ganja from immature plants, 
and should reserve plants in an allotted area for 
preparation of good bhang. A rule should be so 
mae that a farmer may not be able to obtain that 
advantage for the bad stuff which he can get for 
the good one. 


63, There seems no need of any charge in the 
existing system relating to the wholesale vend of 
ginja and bhang. As regards the retail vend the 
farmers attempt to extort from purchasers any rate 
they like. This is hard on the purchasers, There- 
fore, the farmers should be bound, as in the case of 
opium ccntracts, to sell at such ratesas may be 
prescribed by the Collector or other ollicer authorja~ 
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ed by him in this behalf, regard being had to the 
duty paid by the farmer and the cost of the drugs. 


64 to 66. This has been explained in the answer 
to the questions 58 and 59, There seems no objec- 
tion to a same rate of taxation being imposed on 
bhaug and ganja. 


67. ‘The imposition of a high duty as suggested 
in the auswer to question 59 would relieve poorer 
classes from this vice, as their means generally 
would not enable them to purchase the drug at 
the proposed rate. Itis, however, true that persons 
who can afford that rate would buy, but the 
number of such persons is very small; but, all 
things considered, the number of consumers would 
decrease, 


68. The number of persons openly drinking on 
the premises of licensed shops is very small ; there 
is a suggestion on the part of respectable classes 
that the cousumption on: the premises should not 
be allowed as tending to multiply the number ad- 
dicted to this vice, and causing annoyance to the 
general public ; but as the use of ganja and bhang 
is prejudicial to the health of the consumers, it 


er A 
es 


seems to me desirable that special measures should , 


be adopted to check the spread of the vice and 
gradually reduce the number of consumers, As 
observed in the answer to question 67 the imposi- 
tion of a duty would lessen the number of the 


: Native States are not detected. 


chase to persons of means, My opinion therefore 
on this part of the subject, is that a rule should be 
made providing that persons wishing to purchase 
bbhang or prepare ghota should consume the stuff 
on the premises of the shops. This measure will 
deter persons whose means permit them to indulge 
in this drug from resorting to the shops for cou- 
suming the drug there on the premises, as to do so 
will be felt by them as a very disgraceful act. 
Thus the number of persons resorting to the shops 
will be considerably reduced. I therefore consider 
that the rule requiring consumption on the premis- 
es should be passed. 

69, Whenover a shop is desired in any village 
for the sale of this drug, the farmer first makes an 
application. The wishes of the villagers are then 
consulted; and on consideration of the extent of 
consumption of bhang and ganja in that village, 
the shop is allowed if the villagers wishedit, and 
there is uo objection on other grounds, I see no 
necessity for a change in this system, 


70. Instances of smuggling of such drugs from 
There is, however, 
a considerable cultivation of ganja in Native States, 
and it is sold there at cheaper rates. There is there- 
fore rezson to believe that persons addicted to this 
drug and residing in British villages on the fron- 
tier are in the habit of illicitly importing ganja 


poorer classes of consumers and confine its pur- ' into British territory. 





42, Evidence of Rao Sanres Virnat Racuunatn Dandi, Mamlatdar and 


Magistrate, 2nd class, 


51, Generally speaking, only a few had charac- 
ters are to be found amongst those who consume 
these drugs (excepting charas, which is not known 
in this district) on a moderate scale. It is to he 
observed that these consumers on a moderate scale 
have connection with gambling and ordinarily not 
with any other crime. 


52. There are but very few such kind of consu- 
mers here, and of them a larger proportion (than 
that of moderate consumers) are bad characters, 
and take to gambling, petty thicving, petty violence 
and immoral acts. 

55. Excessive indulgenee in any of these diugs 
is generally believed to mcite to such crime, though 
such w case has not crossed my experience. There 
was uot a case of this kind in my own court or in 
any office I served. But I have read High Court 
decisions (Indian Law Report, Vol. XIV, page 


564) in which the accused was addicted to smoking 


fur two years and thereby two murders, one of bis 


Vengurla, Ratnagiri. 


wife and the other of his child, were committed by 
him. ‘Therefore I think that the using of hemp 
drugs spoils the head and induces the frenzy allud- 
ed to. 

54. There was not a case in my court in which 
a criminal had fortified himself by the use of these 
drugs to commit acrime. But I have known in- 
stances in which people wishing to Le rough or 
violent in religious assemblies or processions forti- 
fied themselves in the manner indicated by the 
question. 

55. A case of the kind meant by the question 
has not come within my personal experience as a 
Karkun or as a Magistrate. Excessive use of 
ganja or bhang alone is known to induce complete 
stupefaction for a stated period ; but with admiy- 
ture of dhatura or such other drugs, the stupefying 
intoxication is more easily reached in practice. 
As mentioned above, the use of charas is not 
known in this district, 





43. Evidence of Rao Sautn L. M. Desupsanps, Brahmin, Mamlatdar and 
Magistrate, Ist Class, Poona City. 


7, Cullivation,—In this district hemp plant is 
cultivated for ganja and bhang, Wild plant is 
uot known, The extent of cultivation at present 
is about 10 acres only, and the figures for the last 
ten years have varied every year and ranged between 
30 and 10 acres. ‘The outturn has been on an 
average only 180 maunds, which is very trifling. 

4. Manufacture.— Ganja alone is manafactured 
from the plant, neither charas nor bhang in the 
seuse in which it is understood in Upper India, 
The dried flowering tops are called ganja, and the 
bits of leaves and the fragments detached from the 
flowering tops while being trodden under foot are 


called bhang. Charas is seldom nsed in this 
district. Majum, vakuti, and gulkand and shri- 
kand are the confections prepared from the ganja. 

19. Uses.—The drugs are used sometimes medi- 
einally, but more frequently for smoking. and 
eating. Ganja is smoked, and bhang is used for 
making a cooling and refreshing beverage called 
ghota. The other sweetmeats are eaten by habi- 
tual consumers. 

20. Consumers.—The consumption is not con- 
fined to any particular class, Almost all classes 
use the drug, butichieily the gosavis, sadhus, fakirs, 
hakims, and all men of mendicant class going on 2 


pilgrimage from place to place, as the use of the 
drug is said to help them to take loug journey and 
to deaden the paiv of suffermg and starvation in 
their tours. ‘he use of bhang and of the sweet 
confections from the ganja is not very extensive, 
as would appear from the following proportions 
which have been arrived at from an inspection of 
the accounts of the vendors of the drugs. In every 
hundred consumers of the drugs there are about 
90'4 ganja smokers, 2°4 majum eaters, 1°9 
yakooti eaters, and the same proportion for shri- 
khand and guikand eaters, and about 1*5 drink 
bhang (ghota), The number of men using the 
drugs cannot be precisely given, as uo reliable sta- 
tistics are available, but regard being had to the 
average daily allowance of ganja required by a 
habitual moderate cousumer, and the quantity of 
ganja sold annually in the district, the figure 
might be put down at 2,800 for the district. ‘I'his 
will give us about 2,520 men as ganja smokers, 
about 56 yakuti eaters, and about 28 for each of 
the other confections and bhang, In every 
thousand of population of the district there are 
not more than 2°6 men who use hemp narcotics, 
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drugs are habitual moderate consumers, but very 
seldom excessive consumers. The babitual moderate 
consumers are not hardly turbulent. They «are 
mostly quiet, and are not given up to any tumul- 
tuous act. An occasional excessive consumer may, 
as Lhave noted above, be very violent, aud do some 
iniquitous acts, mostly aimless and unpremeditated. 
1 know of no case in which ganja has ever been 
shown to be au incentive to crime. 

52. The habitual excessive consumer is hardly 
ever capable of committing violent acts. Mxces- 
sive smokers are ordinarily very quiet with a ten- 
dency to imbecility. The effect of «un excessive 
habitual dose is to stupefy rather than to excite. 

Intoxization has never been a national vice in 
India, although within about a quarter of the 
century it has been resorted to to some extent. 
runkenness has been widely prevailing, but hemp 
drug intoxication is very rare. It is within our 
daily experience that much crime is committed 
under the influence of drunkenness, ‘lhe facilities 


are so great that the men of lowclasses, especially 


the Mahurs, Mangs and Kolis, all resort to the 





This will show that the use of the eatables and 
bhane is so limited, that it is not possible to arrive 
at any conclusion regarding them as causes of 
crime and violence, ‘Lhe number of zanja smokers, 
though comparatively very large, is entirely in- 
significant when compared with the population of 
the district. 

28, The daily allowance of ganja per head is 
ove and tivo tolas, and that of bhang three and 
six masas for habitual moderate and excessive ecn- 
sumers respectively. 

40, Effeets.— The effects of the use of ganja 
for medical purposes are stated to be good. Ganja 
excites hunger and gives some tone to the nervous 
system. But we are not so much concerned with 
the medicinal effects as with the effects of the 
habitual use of the drug. 

44. The first effects are not always bad. The 
first dose is refreshing, It produces exhilaration 
of spirits, a merry mood anda pleasant sensation. 
The man seems to enjoy the intoxication, and 


no harm comes to him from such occasional 
use. But the fact is otherwise with a habitual 
consumer. At times he is wild, garrulons, and 


incoherent, and the excitement over he is disposed 
to sleep. There is the depression of spirit, 
a broken-down constitution, loss of appetite, 
derangement of the alimentary canal, and gene- 
vally an auwmic appearance so characteristic of the 
habitual consumer of ganja. 

45. The occasional use of ganja in moderate quan- 
tity is said to be conducive to health. Itacts és 
stimulant and engenders activities and is generally 
held to be beneficial to health, «wlthough when 
taken in excese or continued as a habit it has a 
very prejudicial effect on health and mental faculty. 
I have consulted a few of my friends in the medical 
profession, and they are al] unanimous in condemn- 
ing the habitual use of ganja, as being essentially 
deleterious to the health. 

46, In habitual excessive consumers ali the 
symptoms are greatly aggravated, and in | addition 
there is the deterioration of the mental faculties. 
There is loss of memory, numbness and want of 
power and control over the nervous system, and 

alples iti epression and 
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iguor shop and drink unreservedly, As a rule 
they are never satisfied with moderate drinking, 
They will drink to excess, as they regard the 
pronounced feeling of intoxication as an adequate 
return for the money spent on the liquor. In 
such a state of intoxication they commit crime or 
other iniquitous acts which render them amenable 
to the law. Drunkenness as the cause cf crime 
has been well recognized in the fact that a section 
has beeu enacted in the Bombay Act IV of 1890, 
wnaking it penal for a man to be drunk and be dis- 
orderly in a public street. Moreover, all cases 
under section 510 of the Indian Penal Code that 
have come up for disposal were ull with reference 
to intoxication due to alcoholism, never to any 
other kind of intoxicants, 

53. Excessive indulgence, as I have said above, 
at times leads to unpremeditated acts of violence 
when reason is overpowered, and equilibrium of 
mind is disturbed. J do not know of auy case in 
which it has led to homicidal frenzy. 

T have served in five out of six districts of the 
Central Division and exercised first class magis- 
terial powers for over ten years, During this 
period I have uot come across a single case in which 
crime was committed under intoxication by the 
use of any of the nareotic drugs. 

54, I think the drugs might be used oceasional- 
ly in moderate quantity by bad lives to fortify 
themselves to commit an iniquitous act. Criminals 
when they premeditate a crime may use ganja as 
they do aleoholic drinks to a large extent to nerve 
and prepare themselves for the occasion; but 1 - 
have not come across a single case in which intoxiea- 
tion of ganja has been pleaded as an excuse for 
crime or other violent act. 


55. L think they do so occasionally. I hada 
case before me in which it was alleged by the com- 
plainant that she was ravished while in a state of 
intoxication brovght on by administering to her 
majuin, a confection prepared from the hemp 


plant, Ganja-smoking is hardiy used for such 
purposes. 1 do not think that a complete stupe- 


faction may be produced by the use of an excessive 
dose without admixture, but I understand dhatura 
is more frequently resorted to for this purpose than 





inactivity. In such cases the abuse of ganja leads 
undoubtedly to insanity of a serious character, but 
mueh oftener to a harmless idiotcy. 

51. Bad characters generally do indulge in some 


| 


the Lemp plant drug. 

59. I do not think a case is made out for the 
adoption of a legislative measure to restrict the 
use of any of the hemp drugs; as in no cuse it 


kind of intoxication, but to a swall extent in | bas been shown that use or abuse of the drugs 
hemp drugs intoxication, Those who use the | incites to erme either violent or premeditated, 
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44, Evidence of Rao Saute Krisnnasr BaLia DevaL, Chitpavan, Brahmin, 








Mamlatdar and Magistrate, 1st Class, Chiplon. 


1. I have been serving in the Revenue Depart- 
ment for the last twenty-one years. 1 have been 
serving as Mamlatdar and Magistrate, first class, 
for the last twelve years. I have served in five 
districts, viz., Belgaum, Dharwar, Bijapur, Canara, 
and Ratnagiri. In my official eapacity I have had 
many opportunities of observing the general con- 
duct of ganja consumers. 1 have had to exercise 
some cuntrol over the retail shops. Some cases of 
smuggling have been tried by me, 


2. Yes. Round and flat ganja is locally known 
as ganja cbe boot, ¢.¢., ganja buds, 


13. Mere cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted by law. 
have also held so. (/2de Criminal Rulings No, 82 
of 15th November of 1888, Imperatrix vs, Dada 
bin Apaji.) 


which I have served. 


18. From the enquiries I have made with the 
retail vendor, I state that if ganja or bhang is 
kept for more than one year, it is deteriorated and 
becomes unfit for use. In the districts below 
Ghats, deterioration commences sooner aud begins 
to set in after six months form the date of import. 


20. Charas is seldom uscd in the districts in 
which I have served. Only ganja is used for 
smoking purposes here, 

Bairagis, fakirs (travelling mendicants), night- 
mongers, dramatic company, and tamasha dancers 
asaclass do smoke ganja. In Chiplon taluka, 
and especially in the town of Guhagar, a consiler- 
able number of Brahmins do smoke as a rule ; 


but in the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dhar- - 


war, and Canara Brahmins do not smoke. 
rally speaking, idle folks of all classes do smeke 
and drink gauja and bhang in special places where 
they assemble to chit-chat. 
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Though not restristed, the plant is | : 
nos grown by tke people in the live districts in . elders, and their sons in their turn follow their 


' example, and so on. 


the increase. ‘It is also to be noted here that the 
habitual moderate ganja-consumers bring gocd 
vanja from other districts and keep in their pos- 
session such quantity as is allowed by law. 

26. As far as 1 know, the consumers of ganja 
whom I have mentioned generally come under 
head (2) habitual moderate consumers, and their 
number according to the vendor’s statements and 
other enquiries made lies between 3,000 and 4,000, 

27. Please for the first part of this question see 
answer to question 20. 

Buiragis, fakirs, and other traveiiing mendicants 
have no estublished blouses. They travel from 
village to village, and district to district, with 
their families and children, The elders cousume 
these stuffs, and the youngers follow their 
example. When the elders die, the youngers become 


In other classes, the practice 


is obtained thas:—In a villuge there is generally 


# common place, such as temples, ete. 


Bad 


_ characters geverally assemble there to chit-chat in 


- the morning aud in the evening. 


When idle 


_ talks on some topics begin, some one of these men 


_ Strangers who are vot aecustemed are 


(iene- : 


The population of this taluka is 185,000; ont’ 


of this about 80,000 are women and about 25,000 
are children, and the number of adult males 
amounts to 80,000 nearly. It is also to be noted 
here that though the proportion of the persons 


consuming these stuffs with the whole population . 
is 2 per cent., yet 16 must be borne in mind that 


the proportion is 5 per cent. with the male popula- 


tion ; and as each of these consumers is an adult 


male member ora heaiman of his family, if he 
goes astray, the prospects of the whule family are 
sure to be marred. 

21. Round ganja is generally preferred for 
smoking. 

23. Bhang or dry leaves of the hemp plant are 
seldom imported and used for smoking, 


24. In the districts in which I have served, 
people do not eat or drink bhang. This practice 
prevails in the districts of Northern India, such 
as Malwa, Benares, ete. 

25, The licensed vendor in this taluka has been 
vending these stulls, ganja and bhanz, for the last 
twenty-five years ; and he states that the use of this 
stuff is highly on the increase, but no minimum or 
maximum rate for selling these stuffs is fixed ; the 
vendor sells as he likes. Tbe evidence is conflict. 
ing on this pot, because, though there is a gra- 
dunl decrease in the annual amount of auction 
sale, yet the quantity of these stufls imp -rted by 
the shop-keeper, and the fixed duty, is slightly on 


— of the society. 


gently introduces a smoking pipe called chillum. 
veutly 
pressed to partake of this stuff. This stuff being 
an intoxicating drug naturally induces tbe 
beginners to smoke, and in this way the habit is 
contracted, 


28. ‘Ihe average allowance of ganja per diem is 
about { of a tota, and its cost is about ¢ of a pie 
to habitual moderate consumers, Other stuffs are 
seldum uscd here. 


30. The consumption of these drugs is practised 
in company. It is generally conlined to the male 
sex to any time of life exeept childhood, Cbild- 
ren are not the consumers of these drags. 

31. Non-consumers form the habit of consum- 
ine these drugs in company with the consumers. 
itis not too diffienlt to break off. Vor 1 have 
actually induced two of my servants to give up the 
habit of ganja-smoking, and I have succeeded. 
T have also succeeded in two ur three other cases 
revarding some of my friends. 


33. The consumption of these drugs is 1egarded 
asa degrading and ruinous vice. The habit of 
consuming these drugs leads to physical and men- 
tal deterioration. It undermines the structure 
Its effects are deleteiious to the 
health, wealth, and knowledge. Tue consumers of 
these drugs are, to the best of my knowledge and 
experietice, vather troublesome to their family 
members 2nd neighbonrs. ‘they become indolent, 
and thev also become deficient in self-control and 
intellect. Hence the public opinion is bad. 


34, Certainly not. As ganja smokers are 


_ generally bad characters and indolent section of 


the village community, ¢zz, night-mongers, bai- 
ragis, fakirs, ete., it would not be a serious 
privation if the consumption is foregone. On the 
contrary, it will he a help to society in general ; 
because the stuff is admitted!y an intoxicating 
drug. and is deleterious to the health and intellect, 
It induces indolent hatits, 

3h. In the five distriets in which I bave served, 
it would be, in my opinion, feasible to prohibit the 
use of these drugs ; becanse the habit is principally 


_ found among bad characters and travelling mendi- 
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cants, who are indolent and troublesome to the com- 
wunity ingeneral. Consumers are looked down by 
the gentry; and if under these circumstance “vrow- 
ing of the hemp plant as well as the importation 
of the drug ” be prohibited by law, the habit of 
consuming these drugs of the consumers will be 
gradually checked, and in a few years it will 
disappear. For some time habitual consumers 
will uo doubt continue to consume the drug illi- 
citly ; but once the growing of the hemp plant 
and importation of the drug is prohibited by law, 
the illicit consumption will soon disappear, and the 
people will turn their attention to peaceful avoca- 
tions of avriculuree Under the circumstances 
stated above, the prohibition would not occasion 
serious discontent among the consumers. The 
prohibition will not, in my opinion, encourage the 
use of alcoholic stimulants or other intoxicating 
drugs. However, as I have advocated the prohi- 
bition of the use of ganja for reasons recorded, I 
beg also to propose for good reasons to check by 
further restrictions the use of alcoholic drinks. 
If high authorities iu Europe, like John Bright 
and others, are to be believed. then the best drink 
that a man can have is potable water. Alcoholic 
drinks are producing mischief in Europe. ‘the 
main factors of the Indian population consist 
chiefly of Hindus and Muhammadans, Alcoholic 
drinks heve been strictly prohibited by Hindu as 
well ashy Muhammadap religion. Alcohol was 
not so widely used in former days as in the present 
days. The population is inceasing year by year, 
The great question before Nation and Government 
is how to utilize the existing lands, and to grow 
more corn therein for the maintenance of people; 
therefore the sooner we take precautionary measures 
to check the use of intoxicating drags as well as 
intoxicating drinks in India the better. I should 
like to propose that only one shop of country 
liquor and one shop of intoxicating drugs in each 
taluka is quite sufficient. No passes should be 
given to open temporary shops in fairs and jatras. 
These and similar other measures will prevent the 
spread of bad habits, and the people will turn 
their attention to peaceful avocations of agri- 
culture, 


The land at present used for growing iutoxicat- 
ing poppy plants, ete., willbe utilized in growing 
corn and cotton, the scareity of which is feeling 


} 
} 
! 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ever he came incontact with me, either as a witness 
in my court or ag a friend in society. 


51, In my opinion if hundred bad characters are 
collected together, you will find seventy-five out of 
them to be habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs. There is no connection between the 
moderate use of these drugs and the grave crimes 
coming under the Indian Penal Code; but crimes 
of giving abuses and assaults, etc,, are, in my 
opinion, committed by ganja consumers when 
under its influeuce. 

53 and 54. No such case has come before me. 

55. I do not know of any sucb case, 

58. The administration is working well. 


68. There is only one shop in Chiplon taluka 
licensed for retail sale of these drugs. 


69, At present no local opinion is considered 
before a shop is opened; but I vropose that no 
new shops should be opened unless applied for 
by uhe people in an application signed by them. 


70. There is no general use of ganja which is 
illegally imported or on which duty is not paid. 
During the course of twelve years, I have tried 
only three or four cases of smugyling ; but the 
control over illegal importation as at present 
exercised by the Jixcise Department and _ the 
Police and the Magistrates is, in my opinion, quite 
sufficient. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 85.—By bad characters I mean 
those entered on the police list of persons tried 
aud sentenced As a mamlatdar I visit the 
temples and other places where people smoke and 
see them smoking, 1 should say that seventy- 
five out of every hundred of bad characters smoke. 
It is part of my duty to observe the habits of 
these men and of all troublesome persons, I have 
other unollicial means of finding out their habits 
apart from what appears in Court. I have served 
in all the districts of the Southern Division. 


Aleoholice stimulants are too dear to be much 


used. I do not think the people would take to 
such drugs as dhatura, which would at once kill a 


man. Itis never used at present for intoxicaticn 
sofarasI know. I hear that it is used some- 
« said in 





ear by year. Cocoanut trees are now used for 
drawing toddy, and thus the people are deprived 
of delicious food of kernel and its edible oil. 


The more shops we open the more customers 
we get. Of late, the tendency to open more 
shops is checked by departmental orders ; still 1 
would advocate that only one shop in each taluka 
is euflicient. 


36. There is no reason to believe that aleohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituied for any 
of these drugs. But the more and more use of 
aleoholic stimulants year by year is attributable to 
other causes, which need not be enumerated here, 


43, The cousumers of ganja are generally trouble- 
some, not only to their neighbours but to their 
friends and family members also, 


44. It is not really refreshing, Though habitual 


| 
| 


: Mysore. 


moderate use does not produce iutoxivation, vet its | 


effects on the consumer’s constitution and be- 
baviour are unwholesome and bad ; because | have 
observed this in each ganja consumer’s case when- 


vol. Vii, 


* ont. 





not where I serve, 1 have never asked sadhus and 
bairagis about this, Perhaps people must tuke to 
opium. I believe probibition would reduce con- 
sumption, I have succeeded in getting tio of 
my servants and two peons to give up ganja, I 
am not connected with any Temperance Society, 
but asa conservative and orthodox Hindu I am 
against all drugs and intoxicants, 


Question 44,—I have certain friends who con- 
sume to excess, though they begau moderately. 
Gradually they became unable to manage their 
affairs. The habitual moderate use is bad, as that 
leads to the habitual excessive use; and this tends 
to make a man useless to society, It is the same 
with alcohol. 

Question 70,-—Ganja buds are smugezled from 
All the cases I refer to here were of this 
eharucter. In all the cases (but one) I found that 
Mysore was the place ; in the other I did uot find 
‘They were all cases of import (or transport) 
without license. 


\ 
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45. Evidence of Rao Saute RamonanpRaA NARAYAN JoGLEKAR, Brahmin, 
Mamiatdar and First Class Magistrate, on special duty, Satara, 


51. The consumers of ganja are mostly persons 
who have no position in life, but they do not 


Bad characters seldom use bhang, ghota or charas. 
The moderate use of any of these drags hag no 
connection with crime in general or with crime of 
any special character, 


52. Excessive use of ganja leads to irritation 


on account of trifling matters and sometimes to 
quarrels resulting in breach of public peace. It 
has no connection with any other crime, 

53. Excessive indulgence in ganja incites to 
unpremeditated breach of public peace as above 
stated. , I know of no case in which it has led to 
temporary homicidal frenay. 

54 and 55. No, 





46. Evidence of BaLKRISHNA NaRayan Vatbya, Parbhu, State Karbhari of Sangli, 


1. I was a mamlatdar in the British districts, 
and have been Karbhari of Sangli for seven years. 
In my official capacities 1 have often come in 
contact with the cultivators of hemp, from whom 
I have obtained some knowledge about the culti- 
vation and manufacture of these drugs, 


2. The definitions of bhavg, charas, and ganj® 
are correct, so far as the Sangli State is con 
cerned, and the drugs prepared out of hemp go 
by the above names. 


8. I have no knowledge of the district in which 
the hemp plant grows spontaneously. 


4 to 6, Not known, 


7. The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
onin the following six villages in the Sangli 
State to the followiug exteut for production of 
ganja :— 
















































Taluka Miraj-Praat. 


Village. Extent in acres, 

1. Andhali ‘ ’ 26 

2. Bambawadi ; . 2 

3. Dudhondi » ° . $ 

4. Sirgaon ° . . 45 
Taluka Kuchi. 

5. Manjardi : ° . 6 

6. Gourgaon . ° ° 5 
Toran 8 44 


8. Twelve years ago there was no land in the 
State under hemp cultivation. There has been a 
gradual increase in the cultivation of hemp, and 
it is due to the little cost and labour required in 
rearing the crops as well as to the good price they 
fetch in the market. 


9. The following is the mode of cultivating 
herap in the Sangli State :— 


The ground is, in the first instance, well 
ploughed and harrowed. The mavure is then 
carefully and evenly spread. The season of 
sowing the hemp seed in this part of the country 
is towards the end of June, The seed is obtained 
from Abmednagar by cultivators at the rate of 
about 2 Jb per rupee, It is sown with a tipan 
(drill plough) which has three poles for dropping 
grain. The two extreme holes in the tipan (drill 
plough) are closed, and the seed is dropped into 
the furrow throuzh the remaining third hole in 
the middle. The quantity of seed required is 
about 14 Ib per acre. In four or five days after 


of the plants, the ground is kept clean from all 
weeds. When they grow to the height of about 
4 inches, they are required to be thinned, so as to 
be four or five inches apart from one another, The 
effect of this is that they are exposed more freely 


to light, heat and air, which promote a fuller 
development and vigour of the plant. When the 
plants attain the height of about one eubit, the 
male plants, which bear only seed, are extirpated, 
leaving only female plants to grow. It is not 
done by every cultivator, as it requires a great 
deal of insight to distinguish between the mule 
and fomale plants, The well-initiated alone do 
this work. This process continues weekly till all 
the male plants disappeared from the ground. 
Until the crop has attained a good height, the 
ground is required to be kept free from all rank 
vegetation. During the season of the rapid 
growth of the plants they necessarily require 
moisture, and therefore, when the rainfall is 
scanty in any year, they are watered. When full 


grown, the plants attain the height of from 6 to 
8 feet. 


10. Those who cultivate hemp for its narcotic 
preperties are of the same class as other agriculs 
tural cultivators. They do not form a special 
class, 

}1. No; never, 


12. Not known. 


13, The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
on only in two talukas of the State, as mentioned 
in answer No. 7. The above villages have taken 
to hemp cultivation on seeing the villagers of 
Lengre, a village in the Kbanapur taluka of the 
Satara Collectorate, known for extensive cultiva- 
tion of this plant, derive large profits therefrom. 


The hemp plant is grown chiefly on bigh lands, 
The plant seems to flourish best in warm climate 
and black soil, Rainfall must be moderate, In 
the Shahapur taluka of this State the cultivation 
of hemp would be in my opinion an impossibility 
ov account of excessive rain, red soil, and humi- 
dity in climate. 


14, In this State ganja is produced from the 
hemp plant in the following six villages to the 
following extent :— 


Taluka Miraj-Praat. 


Village. Yield in Khandis,* 
(1) Andhali F . : 25 
(2) Bambawadi. 2 
(3) Dudhondi . - > 1 
(4) Sirgaan ‘ . . 4 
Taluka Kuchi. 







4d 


* 80 


tolas—1 seer. 13 seers--1 maund, 20 maunds—j 
khandi, 


15. In this State only ganja is prepared from 
the hemp plant, Itis prepared in the following 
manner :— 


The bemp plants bear flowers in five months, 
When the flowers are fully developed, they be- 
come brown, and are then plucked by hand from 
the plants, and are piled and dried on an open 
raised ground. They are then pressed and 
trampled under foot for three or four days. When 
they become dry, they are winnowed, and the sub- 
stance which remains after winnowing is called 
ganja. 

Ganja is used in this State chiefly for the 
purpose of smoking. It is occasionally eaten 
with meat or sweetmeats and drunk in milk or 
water after being well pounded. ‘The yield of 
ganja per acre is about one khandi. The cost 
of producing one khandi of ganja is about Rs. 30— 
35, and it is sold at about Rs. 50—55 per khandi, 

16. Not known. 

17. Ganjais prepared in this State by any 
rtienltent cultivator, The preparation is not 
restricted to any particular class of people, 

18, Ganja deteriorates by keeping. It keeps 
good with ordinary care for one year. Then it 
begins to loose its narcotic properties by degrees, 
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fakirs. Moderate consumers, habitual as well as 
occasional, are taken from all the classes of 
population, especially the lower classes. Men of 
small means, who have to work hard for their 
maintenance, generally take to the habit of ganja- 
smoking. 

28, The average quantity of ganja which a habi- 
tual moderate consumer requires per diem is 
about tiwo tolas, andits cost is about three pies. 
A habitual excessive consumer requires more than 
triple that quantity, 


29. The ordinary ingredient that is mixed with 
ganja for smoking is tobacco, The ganja smo- 
kers say that tobacco adds to the odour and taste 
of ganja. Sometimes aromatic spices are added 
to tlhe admixture. The following ingredients, 
vig., opium, bachanaga (Gloriosa superba), cha- 
tura (thorn apple), and kachala (strychnia) are 
mixed with ganja to give it greater intoxicating 
properties. The admixture thus formed is called 
panch-rangi (consisting of five narcotics) ganja. 

No; I do not know of any preparation such as 
bhang massala, 


30. Ganja is smoked in this part of the country 


generally in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex. It is generally the period of man- 





and after three years it becomes quite useless. 
19. Ganja is generally smoked throughout the 


State, and on rare occasions eaten with meat or | 


sweetmeats and drunk in milk or water after | 


i Jed, in the talukas of Miraj-Prant | : 
Recomm cent Une ees OF eee oe | Ganja-smoking has a tendency for the moderate 


and Shahapur. It isalso administered to animals, 
by way of medicine. 


20. Ganja-smoking is not confined to any 
particular class of persons. However, people of 
the lower classes, especially the class of mendicants 
called gosains and bairagis and fakirs, are general. 
ly known to indulge freely in this kind of drug, 
which serves them as a sti:nulant. 


The total population of the State is 238,945 
souls, Of these about 6,000 or nearly 3 per cent. 
smoke ganja, Ganja smokers are distributed in 
the six different talukas of the State as given 


below :— 

Miraj-Prant . . . e 700 
Kuchi ‘ 5 3 200 
Mangalwedh : Z 400 
Terdal , r . ‘ 300 
Shahapur 2 “ . 38,000 
Sherhatti . 4 , : 400 

5,000 


21. So far as this State is concerned, flat ganja 
is generally preferred for smoking, 

22 to 24. Not known, 

25, The use of ganja, which is the only hemp 
drug consumed in the State, is neither on the 


hood when one gets addicted to the habit of smok- 


ing ganja. 
ganja. 


Children are never seen to smoke 


31. The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
and when once formed it is difficult to break off. 


habit to develop into the excessive. 


32, There is no custom, religious or social, in 
regard to the consumption of ganja. Its use is 
neither socially nor religiously prohibited. 


33, Society looks upon ganja-smoking with con- 
tempt, as it produces evil effects on body and mind 
in old age, and decline of health. Besides, indul- 
gence in every kind of intoxicating drugs is regard- 
ed asa vice. I have no knowledge of any custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on any occasion 
by any sects of the people. 


34. It would be a serious privation to habitual 
smokers of ganja to forego the consumption, as it 
is a very difficult thing to break off the habit once 
formed. Besides there is no cheaper drug which 
can as a stimulant be substituted for ganja. People 
who have to toil hard must have some narcotic 
drug to keep their spirits up, These men will 
keenly feel the want of ganja. 

35. Ido not think that it is feasible to prohibit 
the use of ganja unless its cultivation is wholly 
stopped like poppy. It would lead to discontent 
among a class of desperate men, such as bairagis, 
gosains, and other vagrant mendicants, who have 
no property to lose in the event of a riot or even 
a@ more serious disturbance. But no political 
danger need be apprehended from it, The pro- 





increase nor on the decrease, 

26. The proportion of the ganja consumers 
is as given below :— 

(a) 3,750 or 75 per cent. 

(4) 500 or 10 ditto. 

(ec) 500 or 10 ditto, 

(d) 250 or 5 ditto. 


5,000 
27. Habitual as well as occasional excessive 
consumers are generally found from among the 
classes of mendicauts called gosains, bairagis, and 
vol. vii. 
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hibition will be followed by having recourse to 
other stimulant drugs, not necessarily to alcoholic 
stimulants, as they are dearer than the former, 


36. I see no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being to any extent substituted for ganja smok- 
ing. 


37 and 38. Not known. 


39, The drinking or eating of ganja is less 
injurious to health than smoking, as the latter 
directly acts upon the brain, while the former 
serves as a nourishment, 


40. In Sharangdhar and Yoga-ratnakar 
(treatises on native medicines) ganja (bhang) is 


pr scribed as one of the ingredients of the medicine 
to be administered in cases of dysentry and 
diarrhea. In Yoga-ratnakar an oil prepared from 
bhang with some other things is prescribed for 
white leprosy. Bhang smoking is also prescribed 
sgainst poisons of fish and scorpions. Ganja is 
also administered to animals by way of medicine. 


41, When used in small quantities, ganja acts 
as a stimulant, and sometimes invigorates and 
refreshes body and mind. It also quickens digrs- 
tion, and acts as febrifuge or preventive of disease 
in malarious and unhealthy tracts, Most. of the 
gosains, bairagis, and fakirs use ganja as a febrifuge 
or preventive of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts, and as a drug to give staying power under 
severe exertion or exposure or to alleviate fatigue. 
The moderate habitual use of ganja brings on these 
benelicial effects. 

42, The moderate use is not only harmless, but 
positively beneficial, 


43, Yes; moderate ganja smokers are inoffensive 
to their neighbours. 


44. The moderate use of ganja produces the 
following immediate effects on the habitual con- 
sumer:—It refreshes him, It excites his hunger. 
It creates appetite. The effects last for an hour 
or so after smoking. It does not produce intoxt- 
eation. Yes, the want of subsequent gratification 
produces uneasiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of ganja, if accom- 
panied by good nourishment, docs not produce any 
of the noxious effects mentioned in this question. 
However, in eld age and decline of health all these 
effects are produced. It does not impair the moral 
sense or induce laziness or habits of immorality 
or debauchery. It does not deaden the intellect. or 
produce insanity. On the contrary, it is said that 
it. sharpens the intellect. 


46, Habitual excessive use of ganja produces 
all the noxious effects mentioned in question 
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No. 45. The insanity produced, however, is 
temporary, and may disappear when the use is 
stopped. But the symptoms muy again be 
reinduced by use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint. Insanes from ganja-smoking confess 
to the use of the drug. 


47 and 48, The habitual moderate nse of 
ganja does not appear to be a hereditary habit or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumers. 


49 and 50. No, 


51. Most of the persons of bad character are 
habitual moderate smokers of ganja. However, 
all ganja smokers are not necessarily persons of 
bad character. The moderate use of this drug 
has no eonnection with crime in general or with 
crime of any special character, except that this 
drug is often used by the criminals to fortify 
themselves to commit crimes especially perpetrated 
in day times. 


52. Thesameas above, except that in fortifying 


themselves to commit crimes, criminals never 
resort to excessive use of ganja. 


53, Not necessarily. Iam not aware of any 
case in which the excessive indulgence in ganja 
smoking has led to temporary homicidal freuzy. 


54, Yes; they are so used sometimes, 


55. Yes; occasionally, Complete stupefaction 
ean be induced by smoking ganja without 
admixture. 


56, The admixture of ganja with dhatura 
(thorn apple) makes the gaaja more intoxicant 
for personal consumption as well as for adminise 
tration to others. The use of this admixture in 
moderation as well as in excess is injurious to all 
physically and mentally. It impairs the constitu- 
tion and injures the digestion ; causes dysentery, 
bronchitis and asthma, and deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity. . 





47, Evidence of DADABHAI BurnsgorJEE GuzpeErR, Parsi, District Abkari In- 


spector, Ahmednagar. 


1, After my transfer to the Ahmednagar dis- 
trict in the month of May 1890, 1 began to know 
of the cultivation of ganja. After a lapse of time 
1 tried to make myself fully acquainted with the 
cultivation thereof. On receipt of Government 
Resolutions (Revenue Department) Nos. 5139 
and 6601, dated respectively the 14th July and 
Vith September 1893, I began to collect the in- 
formation in detail about :the same. Before my 
transfer to this district I had no knowledge re- 
garding the cultivation of ganja, 

2. In this district ‘ siddhi, ” “subji,” or 
“patti,” are not known. The product kuown is 
that of hemp plant, otherwise called ganja, bhang, 
and charas, Flat ganja is simply known in this 
district. It is obtained from the dried heads 
or tops of the hemp plant trodden. Charas is a 
sticky or gummy substance which sticks to the 
hands of the persons while plucking the beads of 
the hemp plant. ‘This substance is taken off by 
rubbing the palms, which is called ‘charas. ” 
Bhang is the powder-like substance that remains 
at the bottom of the ganja collected. This is 
called bhang. But in fact thisis not a genuine 
one. The genuine one is cultivated in two 
talukas of this district for the requirement of the 
seeds, and the remaining leaves after bein 
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separated and dashed against forms the genuine 
bhang. The definitions of “charas” and 
“ganja” given in this query may safely be 
accepted for this province, except that round 
ganja is unknown to this province. Each of 
these products is locally known by the respective 
name given to each of them as above in the 
query. 

3. From the information collected by me, I 
Jearn of no instance of the spontaneous growth of 


the hemp plant anywhere in the Ahmednagar 
district. 


4, It is simply known by one name only, 
namely, ganja. 


5. Ido not know that any special conditions 
of «timate, soil, rainfall, elevation above sea level, 
etc,, are necessary for the growth of the wild 
hemp. The wild hemp, the cultivators say, does 
not grow in this district. In the district of Ah- 
mednagar the male plants (otherwise called 
bhangoda) are called wild plants by some of the 
cultivators, and they are removed from the fields 
if grown along with female plants, For they 
convert the whole crop of ganja to useless seed- 
producing plants, The information asked for in 
this question is not forthcoming, as the growth 
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of the wild plant does not take place in this 
district. 

6. As the wild bemp plant is hardly scat- 
tered in almost the whole of this district, I am 
unable to give any definite answer as to whether 
its growth is either dense or scattered, 


7. There is cultivation of the hemp plant in the 
district of Ahmednagar— 


(2) For production of ganja, yes. 

(2) For production of charas, no (please see 
answer to questions Nos. 20 and 37). 

(ec) For use as bhang, yes. 

(d) For its fibre or seed—Simply for seeds, 
and not for fibres, 


As the figures of the cultivation of the hemp 


given here. 


The cultivation of the hemp plant in this 
province is given for each taluka in the following 
table for the year 1892-93 :— 


, " ar oer 


Ania, 1899-98, 





No. Name of taluka. | 
Acres. | Gunthas. 
_ eRe itee™ Rekehwns Slaiee ben aieel ‘rindi. vk, laen. 
1 | Nagar. 77 34, 
2] Parner. A ° ° ie : 
3 | Shrigonda . riggs > 
4 | Karjat F . Z 20 24 
5 | Jamkhed . 4 “ : ge , 
6 | Sheogaon .« . . 17 | 7 
7 | Newasa 4 ‘ 62 4 
8 | Rahuri F . : 89 | 25% 
9 | Kopargaon > . . JOT Pa ids 
10 | Sangumner ‘ ° : BH AA 
ll | Akola z . 4 5 | a 
———— | 
ToTiten -¢ | 382 143 
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8. As compared with the area formerly under 
cultivation of the hemp plant for the last five 
years in this district, it would be seen that there is 
an increase in the area under -eultivation of the 
hemp plant, with the exception of the last year, 
which is mainly attributable to excessive rainfall, 


9, Bagayet and black soil well manured is re- 
quired for the cultivation «f the hemp plant. It 
is required to Le ploughed twice or thrice in order 
tomake the soil loose and soft. Then the manure, 
which chiefly consists of straw, and all sorts of 
refuse, is spread over the plot of ground su pre- 
pared. When the monsoon sets in, the seed of 
ganja is sown in the beginning of June. It is 
sown exactly like jowari, The seed is sown in 
rows, leaving a distance of a foot and a half 
between them. 

1t takes a period of five months for its full 
growth, during which time the grass is required 
to be weeded out twice or thrice, as is found 
necessary, for the nourishment of the hemp 
plant. When the plants begin to blossom, ex- 
perts are employed fo eradicate the seed-produc- 


ing plants which, if allowed to remain, will con-- 


vert the whole crop to useless seed-producing plants 
called “bhangora,” @e¢., male plants. At the 
beginning of November, the dried heads of the 
hemp plants are cut and collected on a thresh- 
ing floor; they undergo the operation of being 
trodden and are then dried in the sun, The pro- 
cess is repeated successively for three or four days. 
Thereupon the whole stuff is winnowed, and is 
ealled ganja, and the powder-like substance that 


remains at the bottom is called bhang or chur, 
but it is not the genuine bhang. 


10. The persons who cultivate hemp for its nar. 
cotie properties do not form a sperial class. ‘Ihey 
are of the same classes as other agriculturists, 


11, The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are never raised from the secd of the wild 
hemp; but the seeds required for the cultivation 
of ganja are quite different. 

12, The wild hemp is nowhere specially culti- 
vated for the production of ganja in this district, 
As there is no such cultivation perceptible, 1 am 
uvable to give the names of the districts or tracts 
in which this occurs, as well as the extent to 
which the practice exists. I am unable to say 
anything as to whether the male plant is estir- 


plant for the current year, viz., 1893-94, are not | pated in such cases or not. 


ut present ready, those for the previous one are | 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted in the district of Ahmed- 
nagar. Although it is not restricted in this 
district, yet the cultivation of it is not common 
to the whole of this district, because it requires 
soil of the black and best quality, and moderate 
rainfall is needed. The conditions of climate, 
soil, rainfall, elevation above sea level, ete,, are 
essentially necessary for its production. In the 
talukas of Jamkhed and Akola of this district the 
cultivation of the hemp plaut is impossible owing 
to the hilly nature of these talukas, beeause the 
hemp plant being a deep-rocted plant, its roots 


cannot sufficiently find their way underneath the 
' ground, Owing to this defect in the soil, its 


. Cultivation bee»mes impossible. 


In the Akola 


' taluka, where the rainfall is generally heavy, the 
cultivation of the hemp plant does not at all take 
, place. 


14, The following products of the hemp plant 


| namely— 


(a) ganja, 
(t) charas, 
(c) bhang, 
are prepared in this district, 


(a) Ganja is prepared in the talukas of Nagar, 
Newasa, Kahuri, Sheogaon, Karjat, Kopargaon, 
Shrigonda, Parner, and Sangamner. Its extent 
during the year 1892-93 was 382 acres, 


15, The wild plant is not cultivated in this 
district, nor anything of it is used if found any- 
where. For eating and smoking ganja the flower 
tops are used, and it has been described elsewhere 
in answer to question No, 9, Whit all is neces- 
sary is to get the trees to yield the flower tops. 
For drinking only the leaves of the plant aye used, 
which are called bbang, and what bhang is, and 
how it is prepared, is given in answer to question 
No. 2. There is, besides the above, no other 
distinction in sowing the hemp plant for the pre- 
paration of the several drugs. 


16. Bhang is not prepared generally by people 
in their houses, It can be prepare’ from the hemp 
plant wherever grown, As the wild plant does 
not grow in this district, its preparat..s cannot 
be ascertained. 


17. Ganja, charas, and hang are prepared by 
cultivators; majam, yakuti, shrikhand, fakki, and 
guikand by gandbis—that is, by those dealing 
in native perfumes. 


38, Ganja, bhang, and charas deterivrate Ly 
keeping more than a year, They quite lose thei: 
intoxicating effect after a period of two years. 
Ti special care be taken, they can remain in good 
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condition for about two years. The causes of 
their deterioration are numerous, but the people 
of this province are unable to ascertain the exact 
ones. The chief cause I can best understand is 
the bad arrangement of their packing in gunny 
bags, which does not perfectly protect them from 
the destructive agencies of their narcotic property, 
viz., beat, light, and rain, In order to prevent 
deterioration, they should be kept in tin or wood 
boxes, and should, as far as possible, be kept apart 
from the destructive agencies cited above. The 
other precaution to be taken is that in frans- 
mission they should not be allowed to break 
into chur, which becomes less effective. 


19. Ganja mixed with tobacco is used for smok- 
ing as well as for medicinal purposes, while charas 


mixed with gudakhu (a substance prepared by | 


mixing totaceo with jagri) is only used for 
smoking. Ganja, bhang or ghota, and_ beja also 
are used for drinking purposes. The above pre- 
parations except boja are generally used in the 
city of Nagar and large populous places in the 
district of Ahmednagar. Bojais only prepared 
and consumed in the Sholapur district. 


20. As charas is produced in a comparatively 
small proportion, very few people can procure it 
for smoking. Among persons who get opportu- 
nities to be present at the time of ganja being 
harvested, those who are given to ganja-smoking 
generally try to secure it, and owing to its small 
produetion it is never brought to market for sale. 
Ganja-smoking is not generally restrieted to any 
particular class of people, but it is used by a great 
number of fakirs, bairagia, gosains, and other 
beggars. 


21. The flat kind of ganja is only known and 
used in this district ; therefore it is not possible to 
give any particulars of the other kinds. ' 


22, Native charas is used in this district, as 
stated in questions No. 20 and 37, to the extent 
and in the form secured as explained in the said 
question. Owing to the insignificant quantity 
consumed in this district, no foreign charas is 
imported, and therefore no particulars regarding 
it can be given, 


23, Bhang is never used for smoking, but it is 
used for drinkiog in the form of ghota, which is 
generally taken to a moderate extent by the 
bairagis, sadhus, fakirs, and marwadis, the object 


being to cool their brains in the hot weather in this 
district, 


24. Use of majum is generally made by people 
who are debauched. If comparison be made as 
regards the users of it in the city of Nagar, it 
will be found in the proportion of one or two 
persons to every one hundred of its population, 
Yakuti, guikand, and shrikband are used by rich 
persons on account of their sweet sceut, and because 
of their partial intoxicating quality, Fakki is 
used by mendicants and bairayis, ete., who cannot 
afford to spend money, These persons indulge in 
this, because they are prohibited from using 
alcohol on account of religious restrictions, 


25. The use of ganja, charas, and bhang is 
generally on the decrease amongst the higher 
classes on account of their advancein civilization, 
But in the lower classes the use of them is on 
the increase, hecause they are cheaper as compared 
with other intoxicants, being at the same time 
less harmless to health, 


26. (a) The proportion of the moderate habi- 
tual consumers is 2 per cent, 


| kosht-kolanjan, 2b, 
20 tolas of jawari offshcots, 5 tolas of marwa, 


(6) The proportion of habitual excessive con- 
sumers is 2 per cent. 

(c) The proportion of occasional moderate 
consumers is | per cent, 

(2d) The proportion of occasional excessive 
consumers is 1 per cent. 


27, The Parsis and Christians do not use 
any of the above drugsat all; the principal class 
is that of marwadis, labourers, fakirs and bairagis, 
who particularly indulge in them, The habit 
of drinking or smoking is generally obtained by 
keeping company with the persons who indulge 
in any of these drugs. The reason why the labourers 
use any of these drugs is that they forget for « 
while their fatigues, and others use it for the 
sake of pleasure. 


28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs per diem to (a) balitual moderate 
consumers is ¢ of an anna of the weight of $ tola 
of ganja, 

(6) Habitual excessive consumers, § of an anna 
or nine pies worth of ganja, which weighs 
1} tolas. 

29. When cither ganja or charas is used for 
smoking, one-fourth quantity of tobacco or 
geudakhu is mised with three-fourths quantity of 
either of the drugs to enable the gauja or vharas 
to burn soon, especially the former, which is not 
used without being well washed, and while in a 
wet state. Different classes of consumers are 
not knownto mix any other ingredients. All 
classes of people generally mix the same kinds 
of ingredients, vtz,, tubacco. Dhatura is a most 
injurious and harmful drug; it is never used by 
consumers except when much intoxication is 
required by them, and even on this occasion they 
first mix it with ganja or charas before using 
it, 2@, it is not smoked inits original form. 
Itis generally used by criminals to carry out 
their designs sooner without fear of detection. 
The use of the admixture is simply to effect 
intoxication, in abseuce of which no intoxicating 
effect can be had. 


Tam not aware of any preparation such as 
bhang-massala, as it is unknown in this district. 
But bhang is mixed with milk, almonds, sugar- 
candy, ginger, cardamoms, and poppy seeds by the 
rich. The poor use bhang with jagri. The 
object of mizing bhang with other ingredients 
is simply to give a kind of relish to the bhang 
drink. 


Besides the above, majum, yakuti, shrikhand, 
eulkand, and fakki are also prepared from ganja. 
Iam also informed that there is such a prepara- 
ation as boja, of which there is a regular Govern- 
ment farm in the Sholapur district of the 
Bombay presidency. The mixture consists of 
the ingredients as per recipe attached. 


The preparation of bojais as follows :—Jawari 
is roughly ground and boiled. It is then dried 
in the air, Itisthen mixed with the following 
articles, For (4) pailies of jawari boja—22 tolas 
of bhang, 5 tolas of dawua, 


5 tolas of kuchla, and the whole is put into a pot. 
Having kept this in this manner, it is called on 
the next day “‘boja” in the Sholapur district. 
Thirty seers‘of boja requires 15 seers of water, and 
after filtering the same through the cloth it 
becomes fit for drinking. 


30. The consumption of these drugs is prac- 
tised in solitude by the higher and rich classes 
to the extent of 1 per cent, and in company by 
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the lower classes, as, for instance, labourers, 
bairagis, sadhus, fakirs, ete., to the extent of 
6 percent, It is mainly confined to the male 
sex. It is not usual for children to consume any 
of these drugs, but as medicine it is sometimes 
given to them in particular disoases, 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is not easily formed. It is formed by company 
of persons who are solely given to these drugs. 
It is not very ditficult to break off to the moderate 
users of it, and it bas a tendency for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. But the 
excessive canvot break off the habit. 


82. The consumption of any of these drugs is 
regarded as religious by ascetics and bairagis, 
who say that by the use of any of these drugs 
their sole attention is devoted to the Almighty. 
Some of the worshippers of the god Shiva regard 
the use of these drugsin a high sense. The use 
of these drugs in connection with such custom is 
regarded as essential, simply because it is bene- 
ficial to health when temperately used. No doubt 
it leads to the formation of the habit, and is not 
injurious if properly used. The social position 
of a man addicted to the use of these drugs is 
not much lowered in the eyes of his co-religionists 
as that of a man given to alcohol. 1 am not 
aware of any other, either social or religious 
customs in regard to the consumption of these 
drugs, with the exception of the one mentioned 
by me above, us regards the liking of it by the 
god Shiva. 

33, The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded as a low thing, but morally 
viewed the use is not condemned, Persons using 
these drugs are not beld irreligious. The use of 
smoking is generally in disrepute. The disrepute 
is attributable to its intoxicating influence under 
which the user of it some time remains, There 
is not a custom of worshipping the hemp plant in 
this district on any occasion by any sects of the 
people. Before the hemp plant is harvested, it 
is worshipped like other agricultural produce by 
the cultivators of it. The object in so doing is 
nothing but to seek the assistance of the agricul- 
tural goddess in procuring eligible sale proceeds 
of the ganja. 

34, It would bea serious hardship to the 
consumers of these drugs, if their consumption 
be stopped. As these drugs beguile the tedivus- 
ness or fatigue of their Jabour and ean be obtain- 
ed at a cheap rate, and as they have in them a 
quality of making a man forget for a while all 
worldly cares und anxieties, they are chiefly 
used by labouring classes. The prohibition of its 
use would not be liked by 75 per cent. of the 
consumers, 


35. It would not be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs. The drug would be con- 
sumed illicitly. Ifthe cultivation of the hemp 
plant be totally discontinued, the prohibition 
can be easily enforced, but thereby the agricul. 
turists would suffer much, because the cultivation 
of ganja improves the quality of the soil. The 
prohibition of any of these drugs weuld un. 
doubtedly occasion a serious discontent amongst 
the consumers generally, Such discontent, in 
my opinion, would not amount to a political 
danger. The prohibition would be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs, 
which will depend upon the meansof the con- 
sumer; but it is a work of time, because the 
native drugs to which they are easily accustomed 
can be bad at a smaller price than any alcoholic 
stimulants, 
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36, It cannot be stated that alcohol is now 
being substituted for any of these drugs. It 
ehiefly depends upon the choice of the people 
using them, Some people use aleohol and some 
these drugs, but for these drugs alcohol is not 
preferred, asthe latter is more expensive than 
the former, and is regarded irreligious by parti- 
cular classes of people. 


37. Choras has more intoxicating effect than 
ganja, being the essence of the plant. It is 
used in smoking simply by adding gudakhu, 
while ganja is first perfectly cleaned and washed 
with water, and by mixing gudakhu to the so- 
cleaned ganja it is used for smoking. The latter 
is easily procurable at the shops, but the former 
cannot be had in shops, but it is used by culti- 
vators while harvesting. 

58, Round ganja is not prepared in this district. 
Flat ganja has more intoxicating effect on con- 
sumers than chur. Chur is nothing but a powder- 
like substance that remains at the bottom of the 
ganja prepared and collected, Chur is sometimes 
used for smoking, while ganja is used for various 
preparations, 


39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
eating the same or any other preparation, because 
the excessive use in smoking is hurtful. It 
affects the lungs and chest, produces cough and 
excessive heat in the body, and dries up blood 
in the system. While in drinking and eating 
it hasa beneficial effect on the constitution, in- 
asinuch as it cools the system, and it is consumed 
even by more advanced classes in the hot season. 


40, Native doctors prescribe the use of these 
drugs for medicinal qualities on most diseases. 
They are also used in the treatment of cattle and 
all kinds of animal diseases. It is given to cattie 
and horses to encourage their eating more. Being 
under the influence of it, they go on chewing 
their food aud run faster, 


41, The moderate use of ganja, bhang, or 
charas is beneficial in its effects. 

(a) It has a digestive power. 

b) It gives staying power under severe cxer- 
tion and alleviates fatigue. 

(c) 1t destroys the bad effects resulting from 
bad water in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 


The tendency of the people in using the drag 
is mainly to secure the effects stated above. The 
reference is applicable to the moderate habitual 
users as well as to the moderate occasional users, 
but in the case of the latter the effects are prompt 
and guick, 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
and is beneficial, because it has got the quality of 
exciting appetite and a digestive power. It has 
an astringent taste, and gives refreshing sleep in 
order to enable the user of it to overcome the 
effects of fatigue. 


43. The moderate consumers are inoffensive to 
their neighbours, because when the drug is taken, 
it stupefies the user of it for two or three hours 
at least ; and while under its influence he is un- 
able to do any harm to his neighbours. 


44, [abitual consumers do not get any intoxi- 
cating effect by a moderate use of any of these 
drugs. It is refreshing in a less degree, It does 
not produce intoxication at all. It does not allay 
hunger, but excites it. It creates appetite. The 
effect lasts fora few hours. As to after-effects 
there are practically none, The want of subse- 
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quent gratification produces longing and un- 
easiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effects, physical, 
mental, or moral. It impairs the constitution in 
some way if substantial food be not taken, — It does 
not injure digestion or cause loss of appetite, bat 
it creates appetite. It arrests dysentery, but causes 
bronchitis or asthma if used in excess in smok- 
ing in the absence of any substantial food. It 
impairs the moral sense and does not induce lazi- 
ness or habits of immorality or debauchery It 
does not ceaden the intellect or produce insanity 
to the habitual moderate users, Lt does not produce 
insanity. The persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disease obtain relief from the 
moderate use of these drugs. As to the latter 
portion of this query, [ am not in a position to 
answer it better than a medical person, No 
further account under each of the above points 
ean be given by me, being unacquainted with any 
of its medicinal effects. 

46, An excessive consumer of any of these drugs 
would suffer severely. The excessive use of these 
drugs is likewise considered to stupefy the intel- 
lect and produce insanity. I am unable to say 
anything about the time for which the stupefac- 
tion or iwsanity continues, 


47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer. 


48. Please see answer to the preceding question 
(4.e., No. 47), 


49, The moderate use of these drugs is practised 
as an aphrodisiac. It is not generally used by 
prostitutes, It is not more injurious than any 
ordinary nareotic. It tends to produce impotence 
if it is used in excess, 


50. The excessive use of any of these drugs 
cau never be practised as an aphrodisiac. Prosti- 
tutes never use it in exeess. It is certainly 
more harmful than its use as an ordinary narcotic. 
Excessive use produces impotence. 


51. TLabitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs are never as a rule men of bad charac- 
ter. The use of these drugs has no tendency to- 
wards the committal of crime, and therefore it 
has no connection with crime. 


52, Asstated in the above question, the mode- 
rate usecfany of these drugs has no connection 
with crime; and when there is none by moderate 
use, there is naturally an entire absence in the case 
of exeessive use, the use resulting, as elsewhere 
stated, of making the man harmless and useless 
for any but sedentary work. 


53. TV seessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime at all, 
I have not seen or heard any instance in whieh it 
has led to temporary homicidal freuzy, 


54, These dings are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or other crime in any way, the effects 
being, as stated elsewhere, to make a man_ useless 
for any active work. 


55 Entire stupefaction cannot be effected by 
the simple use of these drugs, 


It must be mixed with dhatura ; and a crimi- 
nal generally, when be attempts any thing, makes 
sure of his victim, so he always makes it a point to 


administer the drug with whatura. L have not 


heard of a case in which by simple use complete 
stupefaction has ensued, 


56, The effects of bemp used in moderation, 
modified by the admixture of other substances like 
spices, are not dangerous to the consumer himself or 
others. But when mixed with dhatura‘or any such 
bad article—for instance, the roots of the jowari 
tree or canery—it results in making the consumer 
helpless, and would injure his health. The ad- 
mixture of dhatura for personal consumption is 
taken on the occasion when complete stupefaction 
is required by excessive consumers, When it is 
used for administration to others, the effects 
genevally result in death. 


57. Charas mixed witha little of gudakhu is 
simply used for smoking. Its production being 
scanty, its use is also limited, ‘The effects and 
uses of ganja used in moderation, specially in eat- 
ing and drinking, by admixture of some sweet spices 
are good. It produecs sound sleep, increases appe- 
tite, avoids dysentery, and is useful to the native 
doctors for medicinal purposes on various occasions. 


58. As far as I am acquainted with the present 
system of excise adiinistration in this province, I 
am of opinion that itis working well. I can 
humbly submit that the system is capable of still 
further improvement—viz, firstly , the rates of sale 
at which ganja or bhang shall be sold by a licensed 
vendor should form one of the main among other 
conditions of the sale license. 


59. ‘Ihe price at which opium shall be sold per 
pound, as well asthe quantity of country liquor to 
be sold per gallon, if it is fixed by Government, the 
same case should be made applicable as regards 
ganja. 

I beg further to suggest that the right of sale 
of ganja duriug the year should not be farmed for 
each taluka separately, as is the custom at present 
prevailing in this district, but it should be treated 
iu the same way as the cpium and country liquor 
farms. 

The wholesale dealers in ganja should not, as at 
present, be allowed to keep in their eustudy the 
whole quantity of the ganja they bny of the culti- 
vators, but it should remain in the eustody of the 
Abkari Inspector. When the wholesale dealer 
shall obtain a written permit from the Huzur 
Deputy Collector for exporting ganja, he should 
te required to remove the same after the Abkari 
Inspector has given the requisite quantity ont of 
the quantity deposited by him in a  store-house ; 
and the whole quantity thas deposited should 
remain in the possession of the wholesale dealer 
in a room locked under key, the Jock of which 
should invariably be made to bear on it the seal of 
the Abkari Inspector, and the rooni should not be 
allowed to be opened or closed without the pre- 
sence of the Abkari Inspector himself, like the 
country liquor system. ‘Lhe wholesale dealer should 
for this purpose prepare a book, and obtain Collec. 
tor’s seals thereon, which should contain every 
description of the quantity of the ganja received 
and removed from the store-house, 


60. I think that the cultivation of the ganja- 
bearing plant and the process of its preparation 
are sufficiently controlled. 


61. Charas, as stated elsewhere above, is not pro- 
duced for trade in this district, nor is the planta- 
tion of the hemp plant made with this object. Hf 
in future it was found that it is bein produced 
for purposes of trade, perhaps then it may be 
necessary to make some provision; ‘ut, all the 
same, it is nothing more than a tiicle stronger 
smoke than ganja. 
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62. I think that the cultivation of the hemp , 
plant for the production of bhang is sufficiently | 
controlled, 


63. As regards the answer to this query, I beg | 
to invitea reference to the answer given by me to 
question No, 59—véde the latter portion of it, 


64. I think that there is no objection to the | 
existing regulations governing the export and | 
import of these drugs or of their preparations ex- | 
cept that the proposal made by me in answer to 
query No, 59 should, if deemed fit, be adopted, bv 
which I am humbly of opinion a greater check 
will certainly be exercised over the hemp plant 
than at present. 


65. Iam humbly of opinion that the taxation of 
(1) ganja, (2) charas, and (3) bhang is certainly | 
reasonable with reference (a) to each other, and (4) 
to alcoholic or other intoxicants, ‘The consumers — 
of alcoholic and other intoxicants are far more in | 
number if compared with those who use ganja | 
and its various preparations, they being cheaper - 
than the above two intoxicants, viz., opium and | 
liquor, and less intoxicating in their effects. I | 
think the taxation of these drugs is reasonable as | 
compared with other intoxicants. It is the poor 
only who use it, and if the duty is raised thereon | 
the poor weuld not be uble to get any other cheaper 
intoxicant as a substitute. 


66. Lam of opinion that there need uot be differ- 
ent rates of taxatiun for different kinds of ganja, 
such as the flat or round gaaja grown in different 
localities. The present rates of taxation are sufti- 
cient for them. I am unable to say anything 


| about the broken ganja produced in Bengal. 


67. Iam of opinion that there is no objection 
to the present method of taxing ganja and bbang 
being continued, The present system is good and 
agreeable to the consumers. 


68, There are no houses or shops licensed in this 
district for consumption of any of these drugs on 
the premises. 


69, The wishes of the people are first consulted 
or considered by the Collector before permission is 
granted, if deemed necessary, to open a shop in 
any locality, For this purpose, applicatiun bearing 
the signatures of the residents in a locality is sub- 
mitted to the Collector, who sends it for enquiry 


; and report to the taluka mamlatdar and Abkari 


Inspector, who if report favouravly to the wishes 
of the people, permission is granted. The local 


public opinion must necessarily be obtained in each 
case. 


70. The production of the hemp plant being 


, abundant in this district, there is no importation 


vr smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 





48S, Evidence of Kuan Saurp NasaRvandl 


Epaust Serana, Parsi, Abkari Inspector, 


Satara. 


1. I am Abkari Inspector, and as such, in the | 


execution of my duties, { have had opportunities of 
obtaining information regarding hemp drugs. 


| 
2. The definition of the word ganja, as given in | 


the question, is accepted for this district (Satara). 
Bat charas and bhang being not exactly what they 
are meant in the definitions, I define them sepa- 
rately as they are known here. 

Charas is the name applied to the resinous 
exudation which, emanating from the ganja tops | 
and the leaves and small buds at the time of har- 


| 
vesting, sticks to the palm and fingers of the | 


hands. This exudation is then scraped off the 
hands and turned into pills. 


Bhang, otherwise called garda, is the powdered 


ganja, when it undergoes the process of winnow- | 
ing, and also the powder produced by the handling | 
of ganja subsequently, 

Only one kind of ganja is sold here, and that is 
flat ganja. It is manufactured by being trodden 
under foot, so that the flower tops assume a flat- 
tened shape. Neither the round ganja nor the 
broken ganja is known in this district. 


3. I do not know of any districts in Guzerat or 
Deccan where the hemp plant grows spontaneous- 
ly. It does not grow spontaneously in Kaira and 
Satara. 

4, The wild plant is not known here. 


5. As wild hemp does not grow here, the special 


6. As wild hemp does not grow here, I cannot 
say if the growth is dense or scattered. 


7. Hemp plant is cultivated for production of 
ganja in the Satara district. About 300 acres of 
iand were under cultivation during 1892-93, It 
is not cultivated for production of charas or for 
use as bhang or for its fibre or seeds, 
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| ready for harvesting. 


| 
| 
| 
conditions of climate, etc., are not known, 


8. I do not find any considerable increase or de- 
crease in the area under cultivation. The amount 
of cultivation is almost in the same state in which 
it has been for some time, 


9. After the soil is manured and ploughed, the 
seed is sown with the usual three-drilled imple- 
ment, one drill of which is, however, used. The 
seed used is the Ahmednagar seed, as the cultiva- 
tors prefer this to the Satara seed, the crops raised 
from the latter seed being more subject to blight 
than those raised from the Ahmednagar seed. 
The seed is sown in the month of Ashad (July- 
August), and it is required at the rate of 14 to 2 


' seers (capacity measure) per acre of land, About 
_ a week after the date of sowing young plants be- 
| gin to show, and in the second week the cultivator 
dust and leaves which are separated from the | removes sickly plants and those which are very 


| close, one inch of space being allowed between any 
: two plants. 


By the end of three weeks the plants 


' stand about a foot high, when the cultivator re- 


moves the weeds and clears the space between the 
rows. About a month after the sowing the plants 
are about 18 inches high, ‘The plants are then 


| examined by an expert, who readily detects and 
| removes such plants as are likely to be affected by 


blight. Each plant is examined once a week, If 
the rainfall has been timely and sufficient, two 
more waterings are necessary before the crop is 
Otherwise the crop is wa- 
tered three times, and so arranged that the last 
watering takes place about 14 days before harvest- 
ing. The crop is then harvested in the month of 
Kartick (November). 

10. Hemp cultivators, for its narcotic properties, 
do not form a special class. They belong to the 
original agricultural class, 

11. No. 


12. I am not aware of any districts in which 


the wild hemp is specially cultivated for the pro- 
duction of ganja. 
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18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted in this province. It is not, how- 
ever, common to all districts, the conditions being 
necessary for the cultivation, Ganja plants would 
not grow in places where the rainfall was heavy or 
the temperature low. The cultivation of hemp 
plant for ganja in Mahableshwar and other similar 
places would be impossible. 


14 (a) Ganja alone is prepared from the hemp 
plant in the Satara district, about 330 acres of 
land being under cultivation for the purpose. 


(3) Charas is not prepared or sold here, 


(c) Bhang is not prepared here. It is, as de- 
fined above, the powdered dust and leaves produced 
by the handling of ganja. 1t is mostly used as 
manure, aud partly in some preparations called 
yhota and dudhia. 


15. (a) The wild plant is not known here, and 
so the several methods of preparations from the 
cultivated and the wild plant cannot be distin- 
guished, Ganja from the cultivated plant is pre- 
pared thus :— 


The crop being ready for harvesting, the first 
process is to cut the tops of the plants, and then 
the buds and small leaves. The tops of the leaves 
and the buds are then carried to a place prepared 
for the purpose, and arranged in heaps and exposed 
to the sun to dry. Itis then trodden under foot 
by men. When crushed it is turned over and 
again exposed to the sun, the process of treading 
being repeated about five times a day for four 
days. Inthis way the tops, the leaves and the 
buds become a cohesive mass owing to the resin- 
ous matter contained therein. 


moves loose leaves and dust. The ganja thus 
finally prepared is in heavy green lumps showing 
yellow fibres, 


(4) In my answer to question No. 2,1 have 
defined what charas is. No preparation is made 
from it. It is not sold or consumed by the people 
in its original state, except by some solitary 
bairagi or ascetic who happens to be on the spot 
where ganja is prepared. He obtains a pill or two 
of the scraped-off exudation from a cultivator at 
the time of harvesting. 


(c) Bbang, as defined above, is mixed and 
pounded with spices and sugar, and tbe prepara- 
uioniscalled ghota. Another preparation of bhang 
is called dudhia, which is prepared by mixing milk 
to ghota, 


Ganja is principally used in smoking. It is al- 
so used in a preparation called massala, which con- 
tains, besides ganja, cerlain other ingredients. 
This massala is given to horses to eat when they 
are fatigued by long journeys or when they are 
suffering from cold. Charas is used in smoking 
only. Bhang is used in drinking only, 


16. I have already stated above that bhang is 
nothing more than the powdered dust and leaves 
of ganja. It does not require any process for its 
preparation. Itis produced by a handling of tbe 
ganja. It is as if it were that bhang and ganja 
go band in hand. The wild plant is not known 
here, and so I cannot say if ganja or charas can be 
prepared from the plant, wherever grown. 


17, No preparations, if any, of the three drugs 
are sold here, The classes of people who prepare 





the—preparations—are-the—classes who use them. 
The preparaticns are ghota and dudhia, and 
these are prepared by persons from amongst 


The more the resin- smoking. 
ous matter, the better is the quality of ganja. | 


The next process is that of winnowing, which re- | 


- nor decrease. 
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the agricultural and labouring classes, fakirs; bai- 
ragis, sadhus, etc. 


18, Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose the effect gradually. Ganja loses its 
intoxicating property by half in the second year of 
its production, and in the third year its value is 
one-fourth of what it was iv the beginning. 
Bhang is valueless almost in the first year, it 
being used as manure, With all] the care ganja 
will deteriorate. 


19, Ganja is principally used for smoking. It 

is also used in preparing massala for horses when 
they are fatigued by long journeys or when they 
are suffering from cold. Charas is used in smok- 
ing only. 
20. Charas is not a recognised drag of the dis- 
trict. There is very little use of it. A stray 
bairagi or fakir happening to be on the spot where 
ganja is manufactured might require it for smok- 
ing. So charas cannot be recognised as one of the 
established drugs used in this district. Persons 
from amongst the agriculturists, labourers, eart- 
men, bairagis, fakirs, ghisaris (blacksmiths), 
tambolis (pan-sellers), bagwans (fruiterers), attar 
(colour sellers), maner (bangadi preparers), mul- 
labs (Muhammadan priests), dervishes (who make 
a show of tigers and bears), bahurupi (actors in 
theatres), sarwans (camel drivers), and persons 
from amongst the class of peons, whether in 
Goverment service or private service, smoke ganja. 
The proportion of the people who smoke ganja is 
at the rate of about three to one hundred. They 
smoke in their houses or places of residence. 


21. Only flat ganja is used in this district for 


22, No charas, whether native or foreign, is 
chiefly used in this district. It is not imported. 


23, Bhang is uot used for smoking. 


24, Bhang is not eaten butis drunk, There 
are very few people who drink bhang, and they 
are from amongst the class of bairagis, sadhus, or 
fakirs. 

25, The use of ganja is neither on the increase 
From the figures of consumption, 
it appears that itis just about what it has been 


for some time. There is no use of charas, and 
bhang is not much used, 


26. Of the consumers of ganja there are about 
80 per cent. who are habitual moderate consumers 
and about 15 per cent. habitual excessive consu- 
mers, and about 5 per cent. who are occasional 
excessive consumers. Charas and bhang are con- 
sumed in such small quantities in this district that 
they require n2 special mention. 


27. Habitual excessive consumers are mostly 
from amongst the class of bairagis, sadhus and 
fakirs; whilst the habitual moderate consumers 
and occasional moderate consumers are from 
amongst the classes mentioned in the answer to 
question No. 20, ‘There are no particular habits 
of life or circumstances which lead to the practice 
of consuming the drug, 


28. The average allowance of ganja and the 
average cost per diem to habituai consumers is two 
tolas and six pies respectively. A habitual ex- 
cessive consumer requires on an average five tolas 
worth of ganja, costing one anna and three pies, 
including cost of tobacco. 


29. In making massala for horses some ingre- 
dients have to be mixed with ganja; with charas 
no ingredients are mixed. In making ghota, 
sugar and spices, such as almonds, nutmeg, mace 
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and cardamom are nixed with bbang. By mixing | affect in any way the children of the moderate 


milk to ghota dudhia is prepared, The spices are 
hot substances, and, with a view to give heat to 
the body, they are mixed with bhang. 1 do not 


know anything about the preparation called bhang | 


magsala, 


80, A smoker of ganja would prefer to smoke 
in company if a smoker friend or two happen to 
be near bim. If not, he will smoke in solitude. 
Ghota and dudhia are drinks which would mostly 
be consumed in company. By previous appoint- 
ment there would be a company of friends at a 
particular place, when the ghota or dudhia would 
be prepared aud drunk. Ganja is generally smok- 
ed by persons over the age of twenty-five up to 
any time in advanced life. Similarly ghota and 


| produce impotence. 


dudbia ave drunk by males of like age. Children | 


do not consume any of these drugs. 

31, A habit of consuming avy of these drugs is 
easily formed, and it is difficult to break it off. 
There is a tendency of the habit to develop into 
the excessive. 

32. There are no customs, social or religious, in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drugs. 

33. The consumption and use of all or any of 


these drugs is regarded with contempt and dis- | 


repute by the public. People hold this opinion, 


I think, on account of the bad effects the drugs | 


possess over the consumers. None of the people 


worship the hemp plant. 


34, Iu my opinion it would not be a serious | 


privation to any class of consumers to forego the | 
consumption of the drug they use, because there | 
are instances of men who used to smoke ganja | 


before, but who have since left off smoking. 


35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
the three drugs and their preparations. The pro- 
hibition must extend to Native States also, that 
there may not be any chance of the drugs being 
smuggled and used in this district. For the pro- 
hibition to ke enforced either that the cultivation 
of the ganja plant should stop altogether, or that 
heavy duties should be levied immediately the 
ganja is manufactured. The prohibition would 
not cause uby serious discontent amongst the 
consumers. It would not canse any political 


- js sold retail. 


danger. The prohibition would not be followed | 


by recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs. i toxicants ganja is lightly taxed; but as it is 


36. I do not think that aleobol is now being to | 


any extent substituted for any of the three drugs. ; : 
| Charas is not sold at all, and bhang is sold retail 
, along with ganja. 


37. As charas smoking is so very rare in this 
district, the difference between the effects of ganja 
and charas smoking cannot be stated. 


38. Only flat ganja is known in this district. 


consumer. 
48. I cannot answer this. 


49. Moderate ganja smoking does not produce 
any desire for sexual intercourse, Prostitutes 
smoke ganja ; but I do not know whether they do 
so as an aphrodisiac. ‘The use of ganja tends to 
Ghota and dudhia are used 
in Guzerat by males as an aphrodisiac. 

50 to 53. I cannot answer these questions, 


54, Ganja or bhang is not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or other crime. 


55 and 56. I cannot answer these. 


57. Ganja and charas are not known to be eaten 
or drunk in this district. 

58. The present system of excise administration 
works well and does not require any improve- 
ment. 


59. No improvement necessary. 

60, Ganja is produced in this district, and the 
ganja plants and the ganja itself are sufficiently 
under control, and no modification in the system 
appears to be necessary. 

61. Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. There is no cultivation in this district of 
the hemp plant for production of bhang, as Lhang 
is nothing but the powdered dust and leaves of 
ganja produced by a handling of the ganja, 

63. Ihave no objection to the present system 
of wholesale and retail vend of ganja. Charas is 
not sold at all. Bhang is not sold wholesale. It 
I have uo objection against its 
system of retail vend. 


64. Ihave no objection to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export and import of ganja 
from and into Satara or its transport within the 
province, exeepting that all ganja for export and 
transport should be taken for «xaminution, pre- 
vious to removal to its destination, to the mamlat- 
dar’s office of the taluka to which the village 
whence the ganja is removed belongs. Charas 
and bhang are not exported from or imported into 
or trausported within the Satara district. 

65. With reference to alcoholic and other in- 


principally used by poor people, no change with a 
view to increase the duty would be desirable. 


3 


66. I have not seen round or “ broken ” ganja, 


' and so I cannot say whether there should be oue 


S iff i ffects between it and the © : 8 
So the difference in the effects MimAeR kinds of pall. 


round and chur ganja cannot be stated. 

39. I cannot answer this question, 

40. Ganja is used in making a massala for 
horses. 

4] and 42. I caunot answer these questions. 


43. Moderate consumers of ganja aud bhang 
are inoffensive to their neighbours. 


44, The immediate effect of moderate ganja | 


smoking on the babitual smoker is that it 1s re- 
freshing. 
appetite. The effect lasts for about an hour, ond 
after that time there is a depression of mind. 
The want of subsequent smoking produces un- 
eusiness. 

45 and 46. I cannot answer these. 

47, The habitual moderate use of ganja does 
not appear to be a heieditary habit. It does not 


vol. vil. 


It produces intoxication and creates | 


uniform rate or different rates of taxation for 


67. I have no objection to propose to the pre- 


' sent method of taxing ganja and bhang, charas 


not beins sold, 


68. There are no houses or shops in this district 
licensed for the sale of ganja and bhang, where 
the purchasers are permitted to consume the drugs 
on the premises. I am of opinion that there 
should not be such houses or shops. 


69, The wishes of the people are partly von- 
sidered before a shop is opened in any locality. 
Immediately an application for the opening of a 
shop is received, it is enquired into by the mam- 
latdar of the taluka to which the place where the 
shop is intended to be opened is subordinate and 
reported on to the Collector, with whom the fival 
decision rests, Local public opinion should al- 
ways be considered, 

R2 
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i \ i id i I] the ganja and-bhang 
70. No hemp drugs are imported or smuggled | is really paid in respect of all the g g 
from Native States into the Satara district. Duty | used here, no untaxed drugs being consumed. 





49. Evidence of Yasuvanr Nitkantu, Patana Prabhu, Superintendent, Office of 
Survey Commissioner, and Director of Land Records and Agriculture, 


Bombay. 


1. Observation and conversation with persons | 


dealing in and using these drugs, 


2. Sofar as ganja and charas are concerned, 
Dr. Prain’s definition is thoroughly applicable to 
the drugs used in the Deccan under these names. 
Bhang, as is generally used here, differs slightly 
from what is stated in the definition in being a 
mass of broken leaves of the hemp plant mixed 
with crushed pieces of the dried flower bead in its 
immature state. This 
cultivated female bemp plant is called ganja. 


flowering top of the - 


ihe { Vorvo donee Bes ENS E Sia mua ees attributed to the restriction imposed upon the 


round, and broken—are not recognized in the 
Deccan. The ganja in general use here is ap- 
parently what is described by Dr. Prain as flat 
ganja; butit is considered somewhat milder than 
the Upper India drug by those who bave smoked 
ganja in Upper India as well as in the Deccan, 
the mildness being attributed to the practice in 
the Deccan of eutting the plant in a more 
immature stage than is customary in Upper India. 


being a coarse powder, but can in no way be 
comyared with the Bengal ecbhur. Bhang is 
really the refuse accumulating in ganja stores and 
shops, and contains broken leaves, seeds, etc., and 
is sold at a much cheaper rate than ganja. 

The different hemp drugs are called ganja, 
bhang, and eharas. 


3 to 6. Though stray plants are occasionally to 
to be met with growivg in house yards, manure 
heaps, waste grounds, etc., from seeds accidentally 
dropped, spontaneous growth of the hemp plant 
to any extent is unknown in the Deccan dis- 
tricts, 

7. Though hemp drugs are indulged in to a 
certain extent, their use in this presidency cannot 
be described as being general, except in Sind, 
where bhang is consumed as a beverage made up 
in the manner to be described. The hemp plant 
is therefore cultivated on a very limited scale, as 
shown in statement A hereto appended. In 
Gujarat, Surat alone has an appreciable area 
under hemp, mostly in the head-quarters taluka 


of Chorasi. The cultivation appears to be chiefly , deficient, it is supplemented by two or three 


for bbang, Surat being one of the sources of 
bhang supply to the Bombay market. In the 
Karnatak hemp is found under cultivation in tbe 
neighbourhood of the town of Bijapur. But 
this cultivation is of recent date, having been 
introduced in 1887-88, The principal locality of 
hemp cultivation in the presidency proper is the 
Deccan, chiefly the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Satara, where the plant is grown primarily for 
ganja for local consumption and for export to 
Bombay, 


In the Deccan the use of thang is much more 
limited than that of ganja, and the drug is not 
separately produced. What is sold as bhang 


consists of broken leaves with the refuse left in 
the curing of ganja. 


manufactured. Charas is not gathered from the 
plant as in Bengal, Sometimes, but rarely, in 


Charas, the resin obtained | 
from the hemp plant, is rarely used and little | 


the Ahmednagar district the glutinous substance 
adbering to the hands and feet of men employed 
in treading and pressing ganja is scraped off and 
stored for private consumption, but not for sale. 
The few persons who, like the Hindu and 
Muhammadan ascetics and others hailing from 
Northern India, smoke charas, obtain it from 
Bombay, which receives its supply of the drug 
from Northern India, Afghanistan and Yarkand. 
Hemp is not grown for its fibre. 


8. The area under hemp (vzde appended state- 
ment) has been decreasing, tendency being 


disposal of the crop. The area under the crop is 
recorded, and the erop is watched by the village 
officers, and it cannot be disposed of without the 
necessary permit. 


Again, as the crop cannot be sold except to the 


licensed farmer, and as all hemp drugs will not 


_ Yeply 7. 


keep good longer than a year, the result is that 


_ in some places the crop is not raised unless the 
The inferior variety of ganja known as bhang | purchase is guaranteed previously by a licensed 


approaches the description of Dr. Prain’s chur in | 


vendor. 


9. The hemp plant requires good soil and 
careful tillage. 1t does best in medium black soil 
with a mixture of red soil. The land is prepared 
as for bajri (Pennisetum typhoideum), and the 
seed is sown in June-July with a three-coulter 





seed drill, the distance between any two rows 
being about a foot and a balf. ‘The crop is 
bullock-boed with a view to loosen the surface 
soil, to earth up the plants, and to remove the 
weeds, It is also frequently hand-weeded to keep 
the Jand scrupulously clean. When it is about 
two feet higb, the male plants are uprooted and 
the crop otherwise thinned, to afford sufficient 
room for lateral growth, which is induced by 
bruising the stem. This is done by giving it a 
half twist a few inches above the root. Culti- 
vators are very careful in removing mule plants, 
as a few of them are said to be quite suflicient to 
fertilize the whole crop of female plants and thus 
damage the crop. Male plants are therefore 
searched after until the crop begins to flower. 
Hemp is liberally manured with farm-yard 
manure, but rarely irrigated. If the rainfall is 


waterings. The crop becomes ready for harvest in 
November-December. It is harvested by cutting 
the flower-beads witb about ore foot of stalk. 
These are left to be exposed to the influence of 
dew on « piece of ground well cleaned and beaten 
firm specially for the purpose for one night. 
Next day the cut stalks are heaped in small heaps, 
with the flower heads towards the centre, and the 
heaps are trampled and trodden down by men. 
This process lasts from three to four days, and 
during it the flowering heads are pressed flat. 
The ganja is now fit for storage, The heaps are 
winnowed, and the flowering heads picked by hand 
are stored in gupny bags. The chaff, consisting 
mostly of broken leaves and broken flowering 
tops, are gathered and separately stored as bhang. 
During the curing of ganja sometimes a little 
cbharas is’ gathered in the manner described in 
Thus at one and the same time all the 
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three drugs are manufactured. Lengre in the 
Khanapur taluka of Satara, and Javulke in the 
Khed, and Jategaon, Mukhai, and Shikrapur in 
the Sirur talukas of Poona are famous for their 
ganja. 

10. The cultivators who grow ganja belong to 
the ordinary cultivating classes, but possess the 
special knowledge required to distinguish male 
from female plants, and also a knowledge of the 
curing of ganja. 

11] and 12. No information. 


13. Allthe Decean districts grow ganja for 
local consumption, but Ahmednagar, Satara, and 
Nasik also for export ; but its area is especially 
large in the Kbanapur taluka of Satara, and the 
Nagar, Rahuri and Newasa talukas of Abmed- 
nagar, The cultivation once established seems to 
be maintained by the skill acquired and handed 
down from father to son. It may also be due to 
the suitability of soil, dry climate and light 
rainfall, which are essential for the proper growth 
of the plant. The extension of the cultivation of 
the plant in equally favourable parts of other 
districts is discouraged for reasons stated in reply 
No, 8 The plant is not likely to produce a 
large flowering top in the hilly tracts of the 
Western Ghauts and the Konkan, where the 
rainfall is excessive. 


14. As stated above in reply No. 9, ganja and 
bhang are manufactured in the places where the 
hemp plant is specially grown for the purpose 
to meet local demand and for export to Bombay. 
Charas is manufactured in the Abmednagar 
district only to a very limited extent for private 
use in the manner described above in reply 


No. 7. 


15. As stated above in reply Nos. 8 to 6, I 
have no knowledge of the hemp plant growing 
in a wild state in any of the Deccan districts, and 
the facts stated refer to the products of the cul- 
tivated plant only. 


(A) Ganja is not subjected to any special 
treatment until it passes into the hand of the 
smoker, who breaks the top into small bits, 
removes seeds, leaves and foreign matter if there 
be any. He then places the broken ganja on the 
palm of his left hand, and pours water over it 
three or four times till the water is clear, each 
time kneading it with the thumb of his right 
band. This process takes about 10 minutes if it 
is properly done. By this time the ganja becomes 
sticky. It is then squeezed with the two hands 
till the water is pressed out. A small cake 
is left, from which pieces are broken and 
mixed with an equal quantity of tobacco, and 
smoked off in an ordinary native tobacco pipe. 
Care is taken both to wash and to kuead the 
ganja thoroughly. Insufficient washing leaves a 
substance which is said to cause coughing, and, if 
the water is not all pressed out, it will not smoke 
easily. 

(B) Sweetmeats sold under the name of yakuti, 
majum, shrikhand, and gulkand are made with 
extract of ganja, which is prepared as follows :— 
One seer of good ganja is boiled with a seer and 
a half of water for about an hour, when half a 
seer of ghi is added, or more if a weak extract is 
desired. The boiling is continued for two hours 
more. It is then strained, while hot, through a 
coarse canvas bag. Thorough straining is effected 
by tying a rod to the mouth of the bag and twist- 
ing the rod round and round. The squeezing 
causes a separation with the liquid of everything 
which can be pressed through the canvas, tibrous 


‘or woody matter remaining in the bag. 


This 
must be done while the boiled mass is still hot; 
otherwise the ghi will thicken and prevent free 
flow of the extract. The extract is then kept 
over night in a wide-mouthed vessel to settle. 
During the night, by the action of cold, the ghi 
thickens and rises with the extract of ganja to the 
surface of water and is skimmed off next morning. 
Yo further refine the extract, the skimmings are 
then boiled till all the water is driven off, The 
extract is then fit for storage in the earthenware 
jar for use. To secure greater purity ganja is 
sometimes soaked in water for a couple of days 
and washed before being boiled, and the ghi is 
washed clean with water before it is mixed with 
the ganja. The extract thus prepared forms the 
base of all the sweetmeats described below. The 
ehi used in the preparation of the extract should 
be full boiled; if half boiled ghi is used, the 
extract will not keep. 

To prepare yakuti, five to eight tolas of ganja 
extract, according to the strength required, with 
a quarter of a seer of conserve of roses (rose petals 
preserved with sugar) are added to a seer of sugar 
syrup. The mixture is seasoned with one tola 
of powdered cardamoms and ¢ tola saffron, nut- 
meg, mace, and cloves, each, Sometimes almond 
kernels peeled off and finely sliced are added. 
The whole mixture is then poured into shallow 
brass or copper dishes tinned inside, When it 
has cooled and thickened, it is cut with a knife 
into rhomboidal pieces about an inch long, half 
an inch broad, and a quarter of an inch thick, 


Majum is prepared in the same way as yakuti, 
but without conserve of roses, saffron and cloves. 
Unless it is specially ordered, majum prepared for 
retail sale is not generally spiced, 1t is merely 
ganja extract and sugar. The syrup used in these 
preparatious is made by boiling to evaporation fine 
sugar over a slow fire. The syrup is purified by 
skimming off the impurities which rise to the 
surface during the boiling, 

Shrikhand is prepared by adding the extract in 
the same proportion as in yakuti or majum to 
syrup made from gul or undrained sugar, 

Gulkand is a mixture of conserve of roses and 
ganja extract, the extract being mixed at the rate 
of five to eight tolas, according to the strength 
required, with a seer of conserve of roses. 

Bhang.—When it is not purchased ready pre- 
pared bhang as sold inthe market is first picked 
to remove pieces of stalk, pebbles,ete., then washed 
with water, and then ground into a fine paste, 
with a few grains of black pepper, on a grind- 
stone, Hindu ascetics prefer a mortar and pestle 
of nim (Melia azadirachta) wood to a grindstone. 
The paste is then stirred in sufficient water, and 
the whole is strained through a piece of cloth and 
drunk either with or without sugar, This is the 
simplest and cheapest form of bhang for drinking. 
Those who can afford it add to it ground almond 
kernels, and flavour it with cardamoms, etc. Well- 
to-do habitual drinkers purchase raw bhang in 
quantity, boil it in water for two or three hours, 
aud then wash it clean of all impurities. It is 
then dried and stored for use. For drinking, it 
is ground and prepared in the way described above. 
Some roast their bhang on a frying pan, and wash 
it before it is ground, Bhang is sometimes boiled 
in milk, A ball of ground paste of bhang is tied 
in a piece of muslin and is boiled in milk, sugar- 
ed and flavoured with cardamoms, ete. ‘The 
preparation is used by well-to-do occasional drink- 
ers, The bhang as sold inthe Deccan markets 
is not liked by Gujaratis and men from Upper 
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India, who, wheu they can manage it, bring bhang | 


from their own parts of the country. When 
bbhang is nut proeurable, an habitual drinker will 
make his drink of ganja instead of bhang, but 
this is rare. 


Green leaves of the hemp plant are sometimes 
made into bhajas, the preparation consisting of 
hemp leaves, gram flour and spices mixed together 
in water, formed into small roundish cakes and 
fried in oil or ghi. Sometimes powdered ganja is 
used in this dish instead of the leaves. Young 
and tender hemp plauts are also eaten as a vege- 
table, 


Charas requires no preparation before its use. 
It is simply made into small pills and smoked 
either with ganja or tobacco, according to the 
choice of the smoker, 

Boja.—‘his is another intoxicating preparation 
in which ganja is used, but it is not in common use. 
It is prepared in the following manner: Two 
seers of jawari (Sorghum vulgare), four seers of 
dried roots of the juwari plant, one seer ganja, and 
half a seer nux vomica are soaked together iu water 
for three or four days, 


The water is then strained off from the mixture, 
and the mixture is boiled with fresh water for 
three or four hours, After careful washing the 
mixture is dried in the shed and ground to fine 
powder, The powder is stored for occasional use. 
When wanted, the required quantity is dissolved 
in water and the strained water is drunk, The 
water is neither sugared nor flavoured. Some 
drinkers prefer to make it stronger by the addition 
of a pinch of dhatura or nux vomica seed ground 
to powder. 

16. Habitual drinkers who eannot afford to 
prepare their own bhang at home resort to bhang 
shops. As the Deccan bhang contains zanja dust, 
it cannot be prepared everywhere from the plant ; 
but the bbaug, which wholly consists of leaves as 
in Upper India, can be prepared anywhere. I 
have no knowledge of the wild plant, 

17. Ganja is not sold ready prepared for smok- 
ing, it being prepared by smokers themselves, 
as stated above in reply No, 15. Bharg shops 
for the sale of the ready-made drink are generally 
kept by North Gujarat Brahmins.  Yakuti 


and other sweetmeats are generally prepared by | 


perfume-sellers who have obtaived the necessary 
license. 

18. Ganja, bhang and charas deteriorate by 
keeping. I kEave no knowledye as to whether 
they quite lose their effect in time; but this is 
certain that the drugs are destroyed after a year 
or two as being useless. They keep good with 
ordinary care for a year. The cause of deteriora- 
tion apparently is the eseape of some volatile 
principle. 

19. Ganja by itself is, as a rule, used for 
smoking, and exceptionally as a substitute for 
bhang in drinking. The use of ganja in sweet- 
meats as a vegetable have already been described 
above in reply No, 15. Ganja-smoking is more 
prevalent in towns than in villazes, aud yakuti 
and other sweetmeuts are prepared in towns only. 
Charas is used in smoking ouly, and its use is 
rare, 

20. The proportion of ganja smokers is very 
small, as stated above. The classes who generally 
indulge in ganja-smoking are Hindu ascetics, 
gosavis aud bairagis, and Muha-mmadan fakirs, 
Next to them come the artizan classes, both 
Hindu and Muhammadan, Skilful artizans have 
a bad name for ganjaesmoking, and only a few 
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professional singers, artists, engravers and the like 
are free from this vice, The use of ganja is so 
common among such classes that if a waster- 
worker is complimented on his skill, he will in 
acknowledgment say—‘‘That is only because 
I prepared the ganja for my master for so many 
years ’—4.e,, served so long an apprenticeship. 
Peons and messengers are addicted to this habit, 
but not as a class, The cultivating classes are 
almost free from this vice, ‘lhey do not use hemp 
drugs as a stimulant, nor do they use them to sus- 
tain themselyes under a stress of work. Their 
belief is that a ganja smoker cannot be a steady 
worker, and has not the hardness to undergo great 
labour under heat and sun. An habitual ganja 
smoker does not stand high in their esteem. 
Charas is smoked by Pathans, Muhammavan fakirs, 
ascetics and persons from Northern India, and 
only occasionally by other people of the Deccan. 
Ganja sweetmeats, yakuti and others are occasion- 
ally used by dissipaters of all communities. 


21. Inthe Deccan the varieties of ganja are 
not known, Whole ganja is preferred to ganja 
dust sold under the name of bhang, Those who 
have used Upper India ganja prefer it to local 
ganja, 

22. Very little charas is used, and such as is 
used is brought from Bombay, where it is import- 
ed from Afghanistan, Northern India and Yark- 
and. 


23. Hard smokers, when they do not get ganja, 
might be induced to smoke even bhang; but, as 
a rule, bhang is not smoked, 


24. The percentage of bhung drinkers or eaters 
is insignificant in the Deeean. Habitual bhang 
drinkers are generally met with among immi- 
grants from Guzerat, Marwar, and Upper India. 
When they have no time to prepare bhang for 
drink, they content themselves with eating the’ 
paste, Jewellers ave habitual bhang drirkers, but 
they are very moderate in its use. They say it 
clears their sight and steadies atteution, clear 
sight and steady attention being essential for 
their trade, Hindu ascetics drink bbang to ex- 
cess, urging, if questioned, that it keeps them 
contented and coucentrates their attention in 
prayer. 


25. In the absence of carefully prepared statis- 


' tical information, it is difficult to answer thie 


question either way. Butit may here be observed 
that, among educated classes, the use of bhang is 
discredited, and more so of ganja A generation 
or two ago bhaug was sometimes served at pic- 
nies and pleasure parties among the bigher classes ; 
but the place of bhang is now to a certain extent 
being taken by spirits. 

36. It is very difficult to give these proportions. 
It is said that there are among a hundred habitual 
consumers of ganja or bhang about ten who 
indulge to excess. 


27. Marwadis may be said all to be occasional 
bhang drinkers, Ganja smokers are recruited 
from all classes. Sometimes people contract these 
habits by using them first as remedies for certain 
bodily ailments; but among the generality of 
smokers and drinker: the habit is the result of 
association. 


28. An habitual moderate consumer requires 
about one tola bhang, worth half a pice, per day ; 
while av excessive cousumer may claim to require 
from 10 to 2U tolus, For a moderate smoker one- 
third tola ganja, worth a pice, is sufficient for a 
day j an excessive smuker takes four times as 
much, 
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29. Bhang is never drunk without a seasoning 
of black pepper; but often it is spiced with al- 
monds, or mixed with milk, sweetened with sugar 
or sugareandy, and flavoured with some or all of 
the following articles of the bhang massala : poppy 
seeds, rose petals, fennel, nutmeg, cardamoms, 
black pepper and kasni seed (Ctuchorium intybus), 


Ganja is always smoked with tobacco.  In- 
stances of ganja being smoked unwashed and with- 
out tobacco are very rare. Sumetimes, but very 
rarely, say in one of 500 cases, dhatura or nux 
vomica is smoked with ganja to inerease its in- 
toxicating properties. Among gosavis and 
bairagis on rare occasions a wixture of dhatura, 
nuk vomica, aconite, opium, arsenic and raskapur 
(a mixture of the mercurial chlorides) is said to 
be smoked with ganja or drunk with bhang. 
When smoked, the mixture is called panchratni 
chillum, or the bowl containing five jewels; and 
when drunk, the preparation, panchiatni bhavg or 
bhang made of five jewels. 


Charas is smoked with ganja or tobacco; when 
smoked with tobacco it is milder in effect, 


30. The consumpticn of these drugs is practised 
both in solidude and incompany, The well-to-do 
and the respectable, who value public opinion, 
generally use these drugs in private. But they 


' ciate of bad characters. 


company of friends, or with a religious devotee of | 


some reyutation, The poor and the idle generally 
:neet ata temple or some other publie place and 
indulge in these drugs. Sometimes they meet at 
the house of a well-to-do smoker or drinker who 
ean afford to stand treat and does not object to 
their company. Sucb places of meeting are ealled 
“oanjacha akhada” or “bhangecha akhada” us 
the case may be, and the ganja smoker is called a 
‘ ganjekas’ or ‘ganjad’ and the bhang drinker 
‘ bhangya’or ‘bhangad’, The use of these drugs is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, only a few 
women, always those of loose character, using 
ganja and Lhang. Boys are not known to in- 
dulge in these drugs. The use of ganja sweat- 
rv 2ats is more general; but even these are not 
eaten by children. 


31. The habit of using these drugs is not so 
easily formed as that of tvbaceo; for ganja and 
hang cannot be used in secret without the know- 
ledge of elders, as both these drugs require some 
special treatment before their use. Besides, ganja 
emits a strong smell and at times nauseates the 
novice. The habit is not very difficult to break 
off, the uneasiness lasting only for a few days. 
‘There is not a greater tendency in the case of these 
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drugs than in other narcotics for the moderate , 


habit to develop into the excessive. 


32. Bhang, being considered favourite of the 
god Sbiva,is drunk on the Maha Shivaratra, the 
fourteenth day of the dark fortnight of the Hindu 
month Magh (lelruary-March), and on Mon. 
days of the month Shravan (July-August), all 
these days being sacred to that deity. It is also 
drunk during the Shimga holidays, the Saturnalia 
of the Hindus, when more or less indulgence—nay 
even license—is allowed. These holidays fall in 
the month of Phalyun (March-April). In Bom- 
bay, on the Ramnavami holiday (the birthday of 
the god Ram, falling on the ninth day of the 
bright half of the month of Chaitra, corresponding 
to April-May}, in some of the Ram temples of the 
Prabhu community, a weak drink of bhang, pre- 

ared with milk, sugar, and almouds, and flavoured 
with the bhaug massala, is served out to the mem- 
bers of the community who come to worship at 


the temples, It is taken more as a cooling drink 
than as an intoxicant. The use is not considered 
essential, nor is it excessive. It is not injurious 
or likely to lead to the formation of the habit. 


33, The consumption of any of these drugs is 
considered disreputable, and the public holds a 
bad opinion about the person who habitually in- 
dulges in any of them, ‘The person is considered 
unsteady, idle, quarrelsome, and as being an asso- 
1 am not aware of the 
hemp plant being worshipped; but bhang prepared 
as for drinking is incessautly dropped on the god 
Shiva eitherin fulfilment of a vow oron high 
festivals in honour of Shiva. It is putin an 
‘xbhishekapatra,”a vessel with cone-shaped bottom 
perforated through the apex, and the vessel is 
held over the head of the idol either by the votary 
himself or by the priest in bis behalf, and 
mantras or sacred verses in praise of the god are 
recited as the bhang water drops on the head of 
the idol. 


34. It would be a serious privation to Hindu 
and Muhammadan ascetics, and toa less degree 
to artizans and professional singers and musicians, 
to forego the consumption of the drugs, They 
are accustomed to the use of some intoxicant. 


| The ascetic class will not give up hemp drugs and 
will not object to take a few sips of bhang in | 


drink spirits readily, for spirits are forbidden by 
religion, and spirits cost much more. 


35. It would be practicable to probibit the use 
of all these drugs, The cultivation of the hemp 
plant ean be thoroughly controlled, as is done in 
the case of poppy cultivation; but the prohibition 
cannot be enforced without occasioning serious 
discontent among the consumers. ‘The ascetic 
classes who form the major portion of the con- 
sumers and who consider the use of these drugs 
necessary for the fulfilment of their vows of celi- 
bacy and devotion would resent such prohibition. 
And the lower orders of people, on whom the 
ascetics have still a considerable hold, will view an 
attempt at prohibition as an unnecessary interfer- 
ence with their religion. They will also take it as 
proof of the current belief that Government, if not 
actually encouraging, is at least conviving at the 
spread of alcoholic drinks. The prohibition will 
be followed in certain cases by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants and other drugs, Though the religious 
devotees will not take to liquor drinking, they 
certainly will have recourse to dhatura smoking 
and nux vomica eating, the indulgence in these 
drugs not being forbidden by religion, These 
drugs are more pernicious than any of the hemp 
drugs. The poor classes also, owing to their 
cheapness, might take to the use of these drugs to 
satisfy tueir cravings for stimulants, if they are 
forbidden the use of any of the hemp drugs. 


36. The costliness of alcoholic drinks serves as 
a bar totheiruse as asubstitute for bhang or 
gunja among peor people ; but, on the other hand, 
religious prejudice against liquor drinking is wear- 
ing way. There is no direct proof to show that 
the hemp drugs are being supplanted by alcohol, 
the only thing observed being that there are 
now-a-days more drunkards than ganja smokers 
or bhang drinkers. 


87. Both ganja and charas produce immediate 
intoxication ; but that produced by charas smoking 
lasts longer and is more harmful. 


88. The three different kinds of gania are not 
known here ; but it is said by North India men 
that chur is much more intoxicating than the 
Deecan ganja. 
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39, The smoking of ganja and charas is con- 
sidered more injurious than bhang drinking, 
though ittakesa longer time to take effect, and 
its influence lasts longer. Many moderate smokers 
of ganja and charas are suid to suffer, though 
slightly, from chest affections, such as cough and 
asthma, in old age. Again, ganja and chayas 
smoking is saidto have caused insanity oftener 
than bhang drinking. 

4C. These drugs are sometimes used by them- 
selves in empiric treatment and in combination 
with other drugs by native doctors. 


Bhang forms an ingredient in the massala or 
condition balls given to horses and cattle. 


41. The moderate use of ganja or bhang, com- 
bined with highly nourishing food, is said to be 
beneficial inits effects. It improves digestion 
and alleviates fatigue. It is sometimes used as 
an alleged preventive of disease in mularious and 
unhealthy tracts, ganja smoking for this purpose 
being not quite unknown in the lower ranks of 
survey subordinates, whose work causes much 
exposure to unaccustomed climate. The use is 
very moderate and occasional. 


the moderate use of these drugs is considered more 
or less injurious. 


43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 


44. he immediate effect of ganja on a habitual 
but moderate smoker is said to be refreshing and 
only highly intoxicating. It is said to ereate 
appetite. Bhang takes longer time to operate, 
but its ultimate effect is similar. The duration of 





jnfluence Varies A 

but moderate consumers do not acknowledge any 
bad after-effect. The want of subsequent gratifi- 
cation is said to cause longing, _listlessness, 
depression of spirits, heaviness of limbs and loss 
of appetite, and to disturb digestion. 


{ 


| 





45 and 46, There is no reason to suppose that 
habitual moderate consumers, when properly fed, 
suffer eitber in body, mind, or morals; but exces- 
sive cousumers may suffer both in body and mind, 
and certainly do suffer in morals. 


47 and 48, There is nothing to show that the 
habit of consuming hemp drugs is hereditarily 
transmitted, or that there is any special ten- 
dency, apart from association and example, for 
children of even immoderate consumers to become 
addicted to the vice. 


49 and 50. The moderate use of bhang or ganja 
is practised as an aphrodisiac, and some 
are said to practise it. The use of these drugs 
for this purpose is more harmful than ordinary 
narcotics, as it is likely to lead to sexual excesses, 
The excessive use of these drugs is said to cause 
impotence, and it is urged by vowed celibates 
amon> religious mendicants that they use the 
drugs to weaken sexual desire and aid them in 
fulfilling their vow. 


51 and 52. Undoubtedly dissipated consumers of 


hemp drugs associate with bad characters and may 
be thus led tocrime; but there is nothing to 





; | show that their vice prompts criminality. 
42. In the absence of proper nourishment, even | penitent omer 2) 


53 and 54, No knowledge. 


55. There are instances of people having been 
robbed after they had been designedly stupefied 
with ganja. 

56. The effects of the hemp drugs are often in- 
tensified by the addition of dhatura, opium or nux 
vomica. Cardamoms smoked with ganja are said 
to increase the intoxicating effect of the drug. 

57. Charas 1s not known either to be eaten or 

in th Ganja, as stated above in 
reply No 16, is rarely drunk as bhang, and in that 
case it is more intoxicating than bhang. 





58 to 70. Iamnot sufficiently acquainted with 
the present system of excise administration of the 
presidency to suggest any improvement iu it. 
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Area under Bhang and Ganja (Indian Hemp) in the districts of the Bombay Presidency, including Sind, 
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Area under Bhang and Ganja (Indian Hemp) in the districts of the Bombay Presidency, including Sind, 
during the last eight years, from 1885-86 to 1892-93—continued. 
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50, Evidence of Mr. G. P. Muir, Divisional Forest Officer, West Thana, Thana, 


1, I have had no vpportuvities. I have, bhow- 
ever, sought for information since the recvipt of 


these questions. 25. The extent of the use appears to he sta- 


2, Yes; charas is not available, though the | tionary. People who take to alchohol generally 
name is known. Chur is also called bduka | cease to drink bhang. 


(Deccan). 26, The large proportion of the consumers are 
3. It grows to a certain extent in the Deccan habitual moderate consumers, 


spontaneously, ; 27. All classes. 
5. Requires good soil and moderate rain. 


bhang, principally in the hot weather, and 
throughout the Deccan, 





28. Excessive consumers generally smoke in a 
6, Dense. party, and a party of five men would consume 

7. Considerably cultivated in the Ahmednagar about 2$ tolas of ganja per day, valued at 24 an- 
district, (a2) for ganja, (c) for bhang, (¢) for | nas. Moderate smokers would consume about 


seeds, not for (5) charas, or (d) fibre. 3 pies worth per day when smoking alone, 
. . . 29. Tobacco is occasionally mixed with ganja 
9. The land is ploughed in the usual manner ) ; y gai] 
and the seed sown broadcast. When the plaats for smoking. Dhatura is not used here, 
are ready (full grown and flowering), they are People make a bhang massala to flavour the 
plucked up and stacked for a few days. (This drinking water, etc., mixing with the juice of the 
information is by hearsay ouly.) leaves of the plant, black pepper, aniseed, almonds, 
10. Avy of the Kunbi class will cultivate the mace, cardumoms, rosebuds, sugar, ete. 
hemp in the Deccan. 30. Generally consumed in company, except Ly 
11 and 12, No gosavis. Not consumed by women and children. 
18. (a) Yes. (8) Excessive rainfall would pre- 31, Easily formed by being in company with 
vent its cultivation in the Konkan. other smokers or drinkers. It is diffieult to break 


off. There is not a tendeucy for the moderate 


14, Ganja and bbang are prepared to a cot- | habit to develop into the excessive. 


ideral: in the Ahmednagar district, and 
ef Rae peat we ratte 32. They are generally used more on fasting 
” It t be prepared by people in their days, especially at the time of the Muba Shiva- 
canbe 5 Yatra. 
houses. ‘ 
: 83. Educated people do not consider the mode- 
17. Parsis sometimes take contracts, but the | | . ne 
actual preparation is always made by people of rate use of the drugs in any way degrading. 
the Brahmin, Banya and Kunbi classes. 36. Alcohol is to a certain extent taking the 
- » } ; zi or 
18. All the drugs deteriorate with keeping. plage of gana pees eade 
The effect is quite lost if the drug is kept two 39. Drinking is probably less injurious than 
years. The cause does not appear to be Af as smoking. 
and no special measures can be taken to prevent 
| 
| 
| 
| 


40, Sometimes, but not generally. Used in 
deterioration. 


cattle disease (the drugs, ¢.e., uhang and ganja), 
41. (2) Ganja is digestive; also increases 

| appetite, 

(2) Probably not. 


19. Ganja is not only smoked but also used in 
preparations having a narcotic tendency. It is 
used in certain kinds of confectionery made in 
Poona and Bombay, efe., and known as majum, c) Would have a beneficial tendency in a 
yakuti, shrikband and gulkand, ae climate. 


20, Ganja smoking is resorted to by all classes | 49, Not beneficial. Probably harmful, affect- 
of people, but principally by bairagis, sadhis, craw phe. libata 
gosavis, bakims and men of the mendicant class. Aa Yes 


hout the district. . 
throughout th 44, Refreshing ; creates appetite. Lasts about 
21, The flat ganja. twelve hours, Leaves a feeling of lassitude, 
92. Charas 1s not used in this district. 58. I have no such acquaintance. 


93. Practically not. It is said that poor people 60. The cultivation of the ganja plant should be 
sometimes use it for such purpose. more restricted. 


24, Most well-to-do people of all classes drink 61. Not produced, 


vol. vii. s 
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62. By restricting cultivation, and farming the 
contracts at high rates, the prices of the drugs 
would be evhanced and consumption would tend 


66, In my opinion it should be taxed at one 
rate for all qualities and kinds. 


to decline. 
65, The taxation is unknown to me, 


68. Yes; in every town. Such houses and 


| shops are necessary, but should be well looked 
| after by the police or other authorities, 





51, Lvidence of Lisutenant-CoOLoney J. Humrrey, Juspecior-General of Police, 
Poonu. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1,—1 have teen Inspector-General of 
Police for three years, I have served for twenty- 
seven years almost entirely in Guzerat and 
Kathiawar as Assistant and District Superintend- 
ent of Police. I have recently returned from 
England, and have not had time to study this 
subject. My evidence will be based on impres- 
sions gathered during my service, 

Question 51,—I do not think that a large pro- 
portion of bad characters are habitual consumers 
of the drugs, The bad characters in the towns 
are for the most part given to drink, and commit 
petty offences to satisfy their propensity. This is 
not the case in the country. I have no reason to 
suppose that the hemp drugs are largely con- 
sumed by the bad characters of the towns. The 
class who consume the drugs are chiefly the 
mendicants, and the drugs are not more consumed 
by the bad characters than by other people. I 
think the hemp drugs used in moderation have no 
connection with crime in general or crime of any 
particular class. 


Question 62.—Nor do I think that excessive 
use of the drugs is connected with crime in 
general. But 1 have heard of rare instances of a 
man under the influence of bhang “running 
amuck.”” Only one instance has come under my 
personal observation. That was in 1884. The 
man when caught said bhang had been given to 
him ; but we had no means of testing the state- 
ment, as he had been concealed in the jungle for 
some days, A private in the 23rd Regiment 
Native Infantry was suspected of theft, and his 
house was put under attachment and a police 
constable posted over it, The sepoy saw this, 
and, instead of returning home, went to a friend’s 
house in the lines. He said that bhang was 
given to him there in sherbet by a person who had 
ill-feeling against him. Hethen got a rifle and 
some rounds of ammunition from a comrade’s house 
and wounded the police constable who was posted 
at his house, He then went to the open country, 
and as he passed the hospital he fired two rounds at 
two doolie-bearers who were asleep outside. Two 
days afterwards he was arrested in the country con- 
cealedinafield. His rifle was then loaded and he 
attempted resistance ; but the rifle was at half-cock, 
which he did not notice in his excitement, Three 
or four of us then overpowered him. He gave the 
name of the person who had given him the sherbet 
when he was under trial in the Sessions Court. 
The Judge} gave him one day’s imprisonment, ap- 
parently believing the story he told; but on appeal 
to Government the man was sentenced to seven 
Years’ rigorous imprisonment, None of the wound- 
ed persons died, I don’t think the man said any- 
thing about the bhang having been given to him 
till he got into the Sessions Court. I do not think 
the bhang caused him to commit the crime, I 
think it was established that the man had taken 
bbang ; and if he did take it, the crime was com- 
mitted within half an hour afterwards. I think 
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_or by reference to other districts. 
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the Sessions Judge recorded a finding on the point 
of the man having been drugged. I did not notice 
the state of the prisoner’s eyes when he was arrest- 
ed. I don’t recollect the man’s name. The case 
occurred at Ahmedabad in 1884, I think the man 
broke out under the initiation of the insult of having 
his house attached, and had taken no bhang at all. 


Question 54.—1 have not heard of criminals for- 
tifying themselves with the hemp drugs in order to 
commit crime. 


Question 55,—I know of no case of a person 
having been drugged with hemp in order to com- 
mit acrime upon him, I was on special duty for 
suppression of dacoity in Kathiawar from 1870 to 
1873, in 1875, 1876, and from 1886 to 1890, and 
no case of the kind came under my notice. 


The drugs have never attracted attention in 
connection with the discipline of the police force, 
I receive returns of all punishments inflicted on 
members of the police force, including dismissals. 
I hear many appeals against all kinds of punish- 
ments. The particulars of the offence for which 
the man is punished are reported for each case in 
the monthly statement. Drunkenness would be 
mentioned ; and if an offence arose out of intem- 
perance of any kind, that intemperance would 
almost certainly be entered. I have often seen 
drunkenness noted, but never intoxication from 
hemp drugs. When a man is enlisted, he is 
examined medically by the Civil Surgeon, and 
enquiry is made regarding his character by the 
Superintendent of Police through his Inspector, 
I have never 
received a report that a recruit was a ganja smoker, 
I think it is probable that a District Superintendent 
of Police would reject a ganja smoker ; and I should, 
in my ignorance of the effects of the drug, prefer 
to avoid enlisting sucha man. I should not reject 
a tobacco smoker. I was inelined to think ganja 
was more harmful than I am now led to believe 
after reading the proceedings of the Commission. 
It is the popular idea that ganja is very harmful. 
I do not think the use of the drug is common in the 
police force. I have never learnt that a member 
of the foree was a ganja smoker. Ihave never had 
any experience as a Superintendent of a jail. The 
general bad opinon attaches to bhang also in an 
equal degree—perhaps even more to bhang than to 
ganja. Ican’t say from whom I have derived this 
idea. Probably the cases of “running amuck” of 
which I have heard have given me the idea. 
There are about 16,000 or 17,000 men serving 
under me. I believe bhang consists of the buds 
of the ganja with the exudation attaching to them. 
I had never seen the drug until L sent for some 
quite recently. 


Copy of Judgment appended to COLONEL 
HUMFREY’S evidence. 


The prisoner in this case, aceording to his 
own statement, arranged with another sepoy 
at 8-30 p.m. to meet him at about 10 P.M. 


they had previously arranged, 
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witha view to shoot a police constable who | 


had been placed on guard over the prisoner’s 
hut. He was taken to the quarter-guard 
by order of the Subadar, and-it was on his 
way thither that he made this assignation 
with Bhima, who was conducting him. At 
about ll pst. he got away from the quarter- 
guard under a false pretext and met Bhima as 
Then he went 


from the Subadar’s to the quarter-guard. Nor 
did it prevent his bearing the appointment in 
mind and contriving bya false pretext to keep 
it. It is impossible therefore to suppose, 
whether a drug had been administered to him or 
not, that he was so affected by itas to prevent 
his knowing what he was about or the ordinary 
consequences of his aets. He must, especially 
asa soldier, have known that to fire a ' 





into the hut of another sepoy who was absent, 
or whom he theught to be absent, and stole from 
it a rifle and cartridges. He loaded the rifle 
and fired at the policeman, aud he wounded him 
severely on the hand. The prisoner then ran 
away. As he was retiring, the rifle was dis- 
charged a second time. This implies that it had 
been reloaded, even if we accept the prisoner’s 
statement that it went off accidentally. To this 
account the prisoner adds that he was instigated 
by Bhima after the latter had given him some 
sherbet, from the effects of which he says 
he felt intoxicated. He thought he had been 
drngged, But the sherbet was drunk even 
before he was taken to the Subadar’s. The 
ulleged intoxication did not prevent his making 
the appoiutment with Bhima as he was taken 
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the policeman was an act so imminently dan- 
gerous that, if it took effect, it would in all pro- 
bability immediately or mediately cause death. 
Fortunately it did not cause death, but it did 
cause hurt. Had death been caused, the prisoner 
would undoubtedly have been punishable for mar- 
der. As it is, he is, for the attempt carried so 
nearly to completion, subject to puvishment under 
the second part of paragraph I of section 301 of 
the Indian Penal Code. The crime he has com- 
mitted is one of the gravest character, since 
military lawlessness is the most serious of dan- 
gers to society. We must therefore sentence 
the prisoner to be transported for seven (7) years, 
which sentence will be concurrent with that which 
heis already undergoing under the sentence of a 
Court Martial. 





52. Evidence of Mr. HW. Scannevy, Superintendent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
Police, Poona. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I1 have been Superintendent of 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Police for two 


years and a half and have twice acted as Inspector | 


General of Police, for a year and quarter alto- 
gether. Ibave been twenty-five years iu the 
Police, and served in all three divisions of the 
presidency, 


think I sbould refuse to take a man whom I 
learnt to Le an habitual smoker of ganja. A 
man is generally enlisted when he is young and 
such a habit acquired early in life would very 
likely increase. I was in charge of a distriet in 
1889. A lunatie who is violent and daugerous 
is confined by the police and sent up to the Magis- 
trate with a report. The report is not on a printed 
form, The facts which are considered important 
are whether the man is violent or dangerous to 





Question 51,—The proportion of ganja con- 


sumers among bad characters is not, 


greater than among the population generally. | 


I refer to the moderate consumers of the drug. 


The guestion has not been made the subject | 
I do not think the mode- 


of careful enquiry. 
rate use of the drugs has any connection with 
erime of any sort. I do not think that the exces- 
sive consumers of the drugs form a larger pore 
tion among bad characters than among the 
general population. My experience of excessive 
use is confined to criminal lunatics. I cannot 
recall any case in which the excessive use of the 
drug has led to unpremeditated crime. I do, 
however, remember a case of a man committing 
murder in a state cf madness in the Dharwar 
district about 1885. I think the man is still in 
the asylum. I cannot recall any other case. I am 


not aware that crimiuals use the drugs to fortify | 


themselves to commit crime. I cannot call to my 


mind any ease in which the drugs have been s0 | 


used. I have no recollection of any case in whieh 
these drugs were used to stupefy victims. There 


are about 600 men in the Great Indian Peninsula | 


Railway Force. The drugs have never come to 
notice in connection with any offences or breaches 
of discipline in the force. ‘There may have been 
such cases, but I cannot recall any. There have 
heen many cases of men having been drunk from 
liquor on duty, and been punished on that ac- 
count. In enlisting a man enquiries are iaade, 
as full as possible, regarding his history and char- 


think, | 


| 
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; quiry. 





others or himself, whether be is unable to take 
care of himself and has no one to look after him. 
We do net generally enquire into the causes of 
insanity. The police are not required to make 
enquiry on that: point, and the report is not bound 
to mention it; but as a matter of fact, the cause is 
generally discovered, though not by formal en- 
If discovered, tne fact would be mention- 
ed, The relations and friends, if found, would 
probably give the information to the Chief Con- 
stable who was making tbe enquiry about the 
insane’s residence and friends. ‘The Chief Con- 
stable would generally make the enquiry ata taluka ; 
the Head Coustable in a petha. Any police 
officer might make the enquiry, but the matter 
would be conducted by the Chicf Constable. Any 
police officer might be deputed to make the en- 
quiry, but the Chief Coustable might and would 
probably verify it. The Chief Constable would 
probably call in the relacives and make general 
enquiries which would cover the point of cause 
of insanity. There is not, as far as I know, any 
printed form or instructions to guide the enquiring 
officer, nor does he hold formal enquiries. He 
simply hears what the people say. I thiuk a 
Chief Constable or other police officer of ordinary 
intelligence would accept the cause as ganja 
smoking if it were alleged. Ihave never heard, 
so far as 1 remember, of a Magistrate sending 
back the reports in a case of lunacy for further 
enquiry regarding the Inuatic’s history or other 
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acter, Special enquiry would not be made re- | matters. The report is simply an explanation of 


garding the existence of the ganja habit, 
Yol. Vil. 


I | the police action in the matter, 


I do not know 


wo 
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if the report is used for the purpose of filling up 
a printed form, I have never heard of ganja 
as being the cause of-cases of intoxication on the 
Railway. I have never had to deal with smug- 


gling of the hemp drugs in the Railway, The 
ganja shops are, with the liquor shops, closed 
during the Moharram, hut that is the only occa- 
sion on which the preeaution is taken. 





58. Evidence of Mr. R. W. E. H. Vincent, C. I. E., Officiating Commissioner 
of Police, Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I am Acting Commissioner of 
Police in Bombay. I have been over twenty-nine 
years in India and twenty-five years in the Police. 
I have served in eight, or nine different districts in 
Sind and the presidency proper. I have been 
five or six years in the town of Bombay off and 
on. 


Question 51, ete.—I do not think that any large 
proportion of bad characters are habitual moderate 
or excessive consumers of hemp drugs. The only 
connection of the drugs with crime is the crime of 
violence—raning amuck—attributed to the exces- 
sive use, I have heard of such a case, but never 
seen one, I had a case of the kind once, but 
could not verify the alleged connection with hemp 
drugs. I have therefore no adequate ground for 
asserting any such connection between hemp 
drugs and this class of crime, There is no other 
connection between the drugs and crime that I am 
aware of. Nor do I know of any case in which 
the hemp drugs have been administered to faci- 
litate crime, 
dkatura being used — between forty and fifty 
cases in the last two years, Several convictions 
have been obtained in such cases against two 
gangs which we have been after for years. 


I made special inquiries at the time of the 
recent Bombay riots as to whether there was any 
increase in the use of hemp, and 1 am satistied 
that it was not so. We shut up liquor and drug 
shops for the Mubarram ; because excited people 
sometimes fly to liquor and intoxicants, and it is 
better they should not have them. I have seen 
casual disturbances near liquor shops, but never 
near ganja shops. 


Question 45.—Including the Ramusis I have 
about 2,400 men under me in the force. In Bom- 
bay I have never had occasion of Knowing that men 
smoked, except in the case of two old jail birds who 
were detectives. The habit seemed to produce lazi- 
ness and untidiness: a stupid, lazy, slovenly appear- 
ance. I suspected them from their appearance and 
was told that they had the habit. These men were 

iscipline, there was no 
offence against discipline on their part. They 
were rather “cute detectives, and I had not to 
dismiss them. The habit did not interfere with 
their work. They were both Muhammadans. 
The effects of the drug have never forced them- 
selves on my notice atall in regard to the Bombay 
police force, 1 know of no case in my experience, 
either as Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner 
of Police. In Sind I have had to get rid of men, 
because thev were habitual ganja-smokers. I was 
told this. I did not discriminate between differ- 
ent forms of the drug. They were got rid of 
because they were idle and slevenly, and took no 


though I have often known of | 
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interest in their work. Tkere might be three 
cases in my six or seven years in Sind as Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, In the districts I held, 
the force varied from 900 men (in Shikarpur) to 
1,500 (Karachi). As regarded these men they were 
hereditary smokers. ‘Ihe father in one case took 
opium and hemp, and even European liquor, He 
was father of two of the men employed in the 
force who followed his example. They were good 
enough men with no tendency to crime, but they 
were devoid of interest in their work, I think 
their ruin was due to ganja, not liquor, though 
I was told they took liquor also, Charas and 
bhang have not been specially bronght to my 
notice. But, as I say, the different forms of the 
drug were not distinguished until recently, If 
I knew that a man habitually took ganja, even 
moderately, I should not keep him; so I would 
also not have a man who was a moderate liquor 
drinker. You never know where a native’s “ modera- 
tion ” will cease. The danger of his going on to 
excess is great in both liquor and ganja; the man 
has broken away from the ordinary moral restraints 
under which a native usually les. If he were a 
Bhil, I should think differently of the case; it 
is the custom of the Bhils to drink. If a 
class is habitually given to intoxicants, my 
feeling would not be so strong regarding a 
man of that class, but I should prefer the non- 
consumer of intoxicants, unless (as in Khandesh) 
I were compelled to take consumers. My aver. 
sion in regard to hemp drugs is due rather to fear 
of the unknown results that might ensue than to 
any experience I have had of evil results. It is 
also due to a certain extent to the ill repute of 
hemp drugs. Punishments for drunkenness are 
more frequent, but are also very rare indeed. 


Those who chiefly use the drugs are sadhus, 
bairagis, and fakirs. They would be annoyed by 
prohibition and would go to some other means of 
securing the oblivion they desire. They might 
take to dhbatura, of which the effects are more 
dangerous and more lasting, If they could get it 
cheap enough, they might take to liquor. 


I have seen much of the people, especially 
when I was a subordinate officer. The effects of 
the drugs are not considerable, and I helieve that 
avy interference in the way of prohibition would 
appear needless and cause great discontent, but 
would not have serious political results. 1 also 
think that it would be unnecessary, though I think 
there should be more supervision and control than 
at present, The shops should not be closed, but 
should be supervised and controlled, because, as 
in the case of liquor shops at home, bad characters 
are wont to assemble there. It is a mistake to 
close them. It does not decrease consumption, 
but it takes the consumers away from police 
supervision, 
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54. Evidence of Mx. H. Kennepy, District Superintendent of Police, Ahmednagar. 





——r Have questioned my subordinates and 


persons acquainted with the cultivation and sale 
of hemp drugs; also those who are addicted to 
their consumption, 


2. Yes, the definitions are correct, but round 
ganja is not knowa in this district, nor is chur, 
but bhusa or ganja dust is known and is somewhat 
equivalent to chur. It is exported to Europe, 
and is also used occasionully in place of bhang, 
having a milder effect. Ganja bhusa or ganja 
dust, charas, and bhang are all known, the latter 
when taken in the form of a beverage being also 
known as ghota (the common term here) and 
thandai, 


3. In the Nagar district only. Talukas Nagar, 
Karjat, Newasa, Rahuri, Kopergaon, Sheogaon, 
Parner, Shrigonda. Abundant in the first three. 

4. Male plant is generally called bhangera; 
female plant ganja. The latter is also known as 
green tobacco. All refer to the same plant. 


5, Wild hemp is apparently unknown. It 
does grow, however, as I have a male and female 
plant in my compound, from which I gather it 
grows elsewhere, though I have not seen or heard 
of it. 


6. There is a kind of ganja which is known 
as ran ganja, but this term is-.only applied to 
ganja that depends upon the rainfall, as distinct 
from well water or irrigation, for its cultivation. 


7. (a) Yes. 


(4) Charas is also produced in the picking 
and preparation of the plant for ganja; but it is 
not produced specially for consumption ; or, if so, 
it is surreptitiously so used. At Maka, taluka 
Newasa, and at Kamargaon, taluka Nagar, it is 
cultivated for seed purposes, 


(c) and (d) Yes. 


‘$8, The plants grown exclusively for seed pur- 
poses are known as bhaog plants, because the best 
bhang comes from them, 


9, Garden land and black soil are best for its 
cultivation. A plentiful supply of water and 
eaveful manuring required; also ploughing and 
harrowing, One man required to watch every three 
bigas of land cultivated, for weeding. The male 
plaut has to be carefully eliminated when cultivat- 
ing for production of ganja. One male piant will 
sterilise a whole field of ganja. 


In cultivating for seed purposes the female 
plant is eliminated. 

10, The ordinary cultivator 
Brahmins grow the hemp also, 


11. Not known, but probably not as far as this 
district is concerned, as wild hemp is not known. 
The result would probably be spurious ganja. 

12, No, so far as this district is concerned. _ 

13, A permit has to be obtained for the prepa- 
ration of ganja but not for the cultivation of the 
hemp plant—vide answer to question 9, 

The Akola and Sangamner talukas being in 
parts rocky would not be suitable for the cultiva- 
tion of the hemp plant to any great extent. 


14, Yes, everywhere where the hemp plant is 
cultivated, but chiefly Nagar. 


class. Some 


a 
A 
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- consumption in the form of sweetmeats, 





Char: cured direct from the culti- 
vators if wanted, but is not prepared ordinarily for 
consumption. 


15. The hemp plant grows to about the height 
of aman. Ganja, when plucked, has to be left to 
dry ; it is then trodden, again left to dry and again 
trodden, before it is fit to use. When required for 
consumption, it is well washed and pressed, the 
cleansing process being frequently resorted to. In 
fact, the oftener it is washed the stronger it be- 
comes. It is then mixed with dry tobaceo and 
smoked, the admixture bringing out its effects. 
If smoked in the crude state, it is said to produce 
cough and cbest affections. Jt is also eaten with 
salt, pepper, and ghee, called fakki, when mixed 
in this way. It can be, but is never, eaten by 
itself; pepper is a sine gua non if nothing else is 
mixed with it. Ganja is also made up into sweet- 
meats. When required for this purpose, it is put 
into a pot of water boiled, and then some ghee is 
added. The water is boiled away, and the ganja- 
impregnated ghee remains, and is mixed with 
other ingredients, such as sugar, kuskus, almonds, 
and spices of sorts. Itis then said to be highly 
intoxicating, and its effects last a longer time, 
When made up into sweetmeats, it goes by the 
names of majum, gulkand and yakuti, for which 
preparations a license to eell is required, Ganja 
is also sometimes but rarely mixed with water and 
drunk, but never neat. Pepper is always mixed 
with it. In this form it is called ganja chota. 
Bhang is sometimes eaten, but almost always 
taken in the form of a drink, in which case it is 
called ghota, also thandai. The leaves of the seed- 
ing hemp plant called bhang plant make the best 
bhang. They are used just as they are picked. 
First they are baked or heated, and then pnt into 
a pot of water to boil. The water is then strained 
off. The residue is well washed, and the result is 
ghota. Like ganja, the more it is washed the 
stronger it gets. When thus prepared, it is taken 
with water, milk and sugar, When mixed with 
other ingredients, it is well ground, washed, and 
strained. ‘The liquid only is taken, Charas is 
never or very seldom taken by the people of the 
district. It is used by foreigners. It is mere- 
ly the glutinous substance that adheres to the 
hands and feet of those who pluck and tread the 
hemp plant while preparing it for ganja, The 
substance is scraped off the hands and feet, and 
made up into little balls or plugs of a black colour, 
pieces of which are taken and smoked with dry 
tobacco, 


To summarise. Ganja is invariably smoked, 
bhang is used as beverage, both being capable of 
Charas, 
when used at all, is invariably smoked. 

16, Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the | 
hemp plant wherever grown. It is also prepared 
at quasi-public places, such as temples, dharmsalas, 
and places set apart for the purpose, 


17. Cultivators of the hemp plant, sweetmeat 
sellers, and those who consume the preparations, 


18. Ganja keeps for two years, gradually 
deteriorating in strength. Bhang for one year, 
gradually deteriorating in strength. Charas will 
keep for about a year, after which it loses its 
effect. It gets dry within that period, and has 


118 


to be warmed up before use. Ganja and bhang in 
course of time get dried up and crumble to dust. 


19, Yes, but ganja can be either eaten or drunk 
as already explained. 


20. People of all castes smoke ganja. Opium 
eaters chiefly indulge in charas smoking and 
foreigners, up-country men, 


i 
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21. The flat or tredden kind is the only one , 


known in this district. Ganja dust or bhusa 
used to be thrown away as useless, but it is now 
exported to Kurope. It is also occasionally taken 
in place of bhang, being milder in its effects, 


23. No. 
24. Bhang not eaten as a rule, except when 


—jmadte Into-sweetments. 


Marwadis chiefly, but also Pardesis, Bhatias, 
Gugan, and bairagis indulge in bhaug-drinking. 


25. It is difficult to say, but probably the nsec of 
these drugs is not on the increase. ‘The use of 
aleohol is gradually spreading among the classes 
that would be disposed to indulge in these intoxi- 
eants. Bhang-drinking only may possibly be on 
the increase, if anything. 


26. As regards ganja and bhang, one chatak of 
the drug per diem is considered moderate, two 
chataks excessive. At this estimate probably 20 
per cent. are moderate and 10 per cent, excessive 
consumers, The rest probably do not tuke either, 
or only so oceasionally that no distinetion can 
be drawn between them and non-consumers. 


27. Gosains and bairagis are the chief con- 
sumers of both ganja and bhang. Muharmmadans, 
fakirs chiefly for ganja only, Marwadis bhang ouly, 
Force of example leads to the practice. 

28. (a) One chatak, costing one to two annas. 


(4) ‘Two chataks, costing two to four annas. 


29, Vide answer to question 15. 
used. The object of the admixtures is to make 
the drug palatable and to strengthen its effect. 
Bhang massala consists of kuskus, almonds, biack 
pepper, rose petals, etc. No separate preparation 
kept ready made, ~ 


30. Children never indulge; women rarely 
except the prostitute class, Ganja smoking chiefly 
confined to prostitutes and the lower classes, both 
in solitude and in company, 
common to all classes. Marwadi women some- 
times drink bhang. Respectable women take 
neither bhang nor ganja. 


31. Easily formed, but not so easily given 
up. Like tobacco smoking, it develops from the 
moderate into the excessive in course of time. Can 
be given up hke smoking, but would be felt more 
severely, 


32. Bheng drinking is indulged in at Marwadi 
marriages, Sometimes Brahmins at dinner parties 
and other convivial occasions take it with gram 
fried inghce. It is not an essential part of the 
ceremony or feast in either ease. It is taken in 
moderation, and is neither injurious nor calculated 
to develop a habit in this way, 


33. Both ganja smoking and bhang drinking 
are looked down upon if habitually indulged in, 
They give a mana bad name, Bhangili or gotebaz 
and ganjedi or ganjebaz are terms of reproach for 
those who habitually indulge. Habitual takers, 
if otherwise respectable wen, are ashamed to adwit 
i ea vais no religious objection tu 
‘he drug in either form, The hemp plaut.is not 
worshipped. 


/ embarrassment, if not a political danger. 


35. It would be feasible to prohibit, but not to 
entirely stop the use of these drugs. They would 
assuredly be consumed illicitly. Prohibition could 
not be thoroughly enforced, and would certainly 
cause disconteut, which would amount to a serious 
If for- 
bidden in any shape or form, recourse would be 
had undoubtedly to alcohol, and also to opium, 


87. Charas smoking is said to be stronger and 
more injurious than ganja smoking, Produces 
headache, Ganja is said not to. 


88. None but flat ganja known in this district. 
39. Ganja smoking takes effect at once, and is 


. said to be a more injurious form of taking the 


_ always drunk, 


Dhatura is not | 


drug than either eating or drinking it. Bhang is 
In this form not so strong as when 
eaten. Is taken more as a refreshing beverage, 


and chiefly in the hot weather, 

40. Both ganja and bhang are said to be recom- 
mended by native doctors for diarrhea, dysentery, 
and piles. It is not known to be used ia the 
treatment of cattle disease, 

41. (a) and (6) Yes, 

43, Yes, 


44. Vide answer to question 41, Both ganja 


‘and bhang produce intoxication if too freely taken. 


Their consumption in moderation does no harm, 
and is supposed to increase the appetite. Lffects 
of bhang drinking last four or five hours, unless 
tuken in excess. Effects of ganja smoking last an 
hour or two. Of eating and drinking, some four or 
five hours. Theappetite for these drugs has to be 
periodivatly gratified, or longing and, to habitual 
excessives, even uneasiness would ensue, 


47, No. 
48. Apparently has some eifect on the progeny. 


Father of fourteen and an habitual excessive smoker 
here has only three children living. Looks a very 


; emaciated specimen himself, 


. as aphrodisiacs, but this is doubtful. 


49. Prostitutes are said to use ganja and bhang 
Majum and 


‘ yakuti (sweetmeats containing ganja and bhang) 


Bhang drinking | 


mostly taken by this class. They are commonly 
believed to produce impotence if indulged in te 
excess, Dairagis are supposed to take these drugs 
freely te kill the desire for sexual intercourse, but 
this use of the drugs is extremely doubtful. 


Moderate use of the drugs causes no apparently 
noxious effects, though the excessive use does in 
the course of time. 


51. 1t is generally found that bad characters 
are either habitual or moderate consumers of bhany 
and ganja, ‘Taken, as bad characters are, from 
the lower orders who are the most likely to in- 
dulge in these drugs, this is only natural, The 
moderate use of the drugs leads to abusive and 
quarrelsome conduct, 


52. Indulgence in these drugs (ganja and bhang) 
would, in the case of a novice make him too in- 
toxicated to commit crime. A moderate but hal- 
tual consumer would, if he were to indulge to ex- 
eess, probably rave aud become excited, and would 
he ready to commit any crime of violence that 
first came into bis head. If be had a particular 
grudge against any one, it would quicken his im- 
pulse and determination to commit some act of 
violence against that person, 


The excessive use of the drugs to an habitual 
excessive consumer Would in the end cause idiotey 


and insanity. 
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53. I do know of a ease in which a sepoy of a 
Biluch regiment, when under the influence of 
ganja or bhang—I forget which it was—ran amuck 
and shot at anyone he came across, killing and 
wounding various persons, It is believed that in 
eases of this sort, sepoys generally prime them- 
selves with ganja or bhang before proceeding to 
the execution of some project they bave probably 
heen brooding over. Jealousy regarding women 
is no doubt the most usual and primary reason 
for such outbursts, but ganjaand bhang play their 
part in fortifying to the point of committing 
crime, and generally, if not always, it ends in an 
act of violence. 

54, Yes, very often. 

55. Complete stupefaction can be induced by 
either ganja or bbang without admixture. Cri- 
minals very often stupefy their victims in order 
to further their designs on them. Prostitutes are 
often robbed in this way. 

56. The effects of hemp used either in moder- 


ation or in excess are not supposed to be modified 
by admixture with other substances, to an appre- 
ciable extent. They are rather intensified. 


Dhatura is not used so much now iv this part 
of the country for stupefying so as to facilitate 
crime. Some 10 or 15 years ago cases of this 
kiud were known in the district. When dhatura 
is so mixed, it causes complete stupefaetion for 
a long time. 

57. Ganja and charas, when taken too freely, 
or even by a novice in moderation, bave much the 
same effect, causing excitement, raving, determin- 
ites inclination to violent crime, talkativeness, 
abuse, msolence,'etc., when taken in excess, torpor, 
giddiness and complete stupefaction, rendering the 
sudject helpless. Taken in extreme moderation 
they producea soothing and satisfying effect. 
They are used to some extent as anasthetic s 
and are never known to be fatal in excessive 
quantities, though they cause extreme prostration, 





55. Evidence of Mn. J. E. Down, District Superintendent of Police, Satara. 


1. Conversation with consumers, with sellers, 
and from information gathered in connection with 
official duties, 


2. Yes. 


7. Yes, 836 acres, 13 gunthas. From the plant, 
ganja, charas and bhang aud seeds are made and 
extracted, but this plant is not cultivated for 
these purposes separately, Cultivation of the 
hemp plant is chiefly carried on in the Khanapur 
taluka and at the village of Lengri. The area 
under cultivation in that taluka is 286 acres, 26 
gunthas ; and in the other talukas as follows :— 


By the names given. 


Walwa . 13 acres . 10 gunthas. 

Khatao . ad! fis Sere +e 

Tasgam . alice, e017 9 
_Khoregam 10 as 26 * 


8. There has been no recent considerable in- 
crease or decrease in area under cultivation. 


9. Black rich soil is required for the cultivation 
of the plant, which is deeply ploughed and 
manured in May. Seed is obtained from Nagar 
district and sown in July in lines, distant apart 
1} feet. After fifteen days the crop is thinned, and 
a month later weeded. If there is lack of rain 
the crop is watered every fifteen days, and is reaped 
about November. It is then trodden under foot, 
and made up iu bundles. 


10. No special class, 

11. Not in this district. 

12, The so-called wild hemp is nowhere cultivat- 
ed for the production of ganja in this district, 


13. It is only restricted to the extent that the 
cultivator has to obtain a permit to enable him 
to dispose of his crop. 


ganja. Ganja is used for smoking by soaking it in 
water fora few minutes, it is then rubbed for a short 
time in the palm of the hand, it is then mixed with 
ordinary tobacco and smoked. Charas is used for 
smoking by first heating on fire, then rubbing flat 
on hand with water, then smoked with tobacco. 
Charas is not drunk, Bhang is drunk with water, 
cardamorms, aniseed, milk and sugar after being 
well mixed and is called ghota or kusumb, Wild 
ganja is not used. 

16, Bhang is prepared by the people who use 
it in their houses or elsewhere. It can be prepared 
from the bemp plant wherever grown, 


17. The preparations are not made by any 
particular classes, but those who use it, 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate if kept, after 
a year or so, the chief cause being damp and 
rot. Damaged ganja is said to give cough, No 
special measures to prevent deterioration are taken, 


| but it is said that merchants mix old and damaged 


14. Yes; vide answer to qnestion No. 7, chap- , 


ter II. 


15, Ganja is prepared by the pods and leaves 
being collected and trodden under foot, while in 
a green state, for three or four days, When dried 
they are separated from the pods by winnowing, 
The residue is bhavg, Charas is the resinous master 
issuing from the plant which sticks to the hands 
and legs of the labourer at the time cf treading the 


ganja with the fresh when selling. 

19, Ganja and charas are generally used for 
smoking only, but charas is very little used in this 
district. 

20. By all classes and in all localities. Rough- 
ly between 5 and 10 per cent. of the people may 
be said to smoke ganja. 

91, Flat ganja is preferred to round, 
people who cannot afford the flat get chur. 

22 Charas when used is the local produce. 


Poor 


23, Bhang is sometimes used for smoking when 


ganja is not to be had. 


24. Bhang is not eaten, and is very little drunk 
habitually. 

25. The use of ganja is said to be on the in- 
crease. Can give no reason. 


26. It is impossible with any degree of accuracy 
to give proportions, hut if may safely be said that 
the greater proportion of ganja smokers are 
moderate consumers. 

28. The habitual moderate smoker may be sail 
to consume about 1 tolaaday, the cost per tola 
being about half a pice. 

29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
and lessens its effect. Dhatura is very occasion- 
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ally used to give ganja a more intoxicating effect. 
Bhang massala is unknown here. 


coughs, and a weakening tendency if consumed _ 
habitually. 





30. Itis not usual for children—to—consume 
these drugs. 


31, The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed 
and is difficult to break off, ‘There is a tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive, but this is by no means a natural result. 


32. There is no custom here, social or religious, 
in regard to the consumption of the drug. 

33. The habitual consumer of the drug 1s 
generally regarded as degraded and not much 
trust or confidence can be reposed in such a 
person. 

34. To the habitual consumer the foregoing of 
the drug would be a serious privation, as his 
health would suffer thereby and he would lose his 
energy, appetite, and digestion. 

35. 1t would not, in my opinion, be practicable 
to prohibit the use of ganja. It would lead to 
much discontent and means would be found to 
obtain and consume it illicitly. I cannot say the 
discontent would amount to a political danger. 
The prohibition would, in some cases, probably be 
followed by a recourse to alcoholic stimulants, or 
other drugs. 

36. No. 

38, The smoking of ganja is said to have a longer 
lasting intoxicating effect than the other two. 

4.0. Is sometimes prescribed by native doctors 
as a febrifuge and for dysentery; also for cattle 
or horses having colds. 

41, Those who use it appear to think that the 
moderate use of yanja has beneticial effects as a 
digestive. The use is not restricted to any parti- 
cular class, 


42. The moderate use of ganja does not appear 
to be altogether harmless. It seems to produce 


—43-Yes; 


44. It appears to produce a sort of pleasant 
intoxication. It does not ullay hunger but 
promotes it. After the intoxication stage, which 
lasts generally from three to seven hours, the 
consumer feels languid and dull. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces desire for it, 


45, The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang appears to impair the constitution and 
produce chest affections. It induces laziness, und 
probably impairs to some extent the mora! sense, 
It probably deadens the intellect, but I have no 
personal knowledge of any iustance where it 
produced insanity. 

46, The habitual excessive use of the drug 
might probably eventually produce insanity, 

47, No. 

49, Prostitutes sometimes use the drug to pro- 
duce a mild intoxicating effect, The use of hemp 
is said to produce impotency,. 

51 and 52. No. 


53. I can recall no case in which it has led to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54. I have never heard of such use being made 
of it by criminals, 

55. Such instances are not known in this 
district. 


56, By the admixture of dhatura intoxication 
is increased, and decreased by mixing with tobacco. 


57. Neither ganja nor charas is eaten or drunk 
here. 
63 and 64. No, 


68. There are thirty-four shops in this district 
having licenses to sell ganja, 





56. Evidence of Mason T. R. M. Maceuerson, District Superintendent of Police, 
Poona. 


1, None in particular. 


2. Dr. Prain’s definitions may be accepted for 
this district. Each of the products is locally 
known by the same names. 


7. Hemp is cultivated in a few places in the 
Indapur, Shirur, and Khed talukas of this dis- 
trict. Charas is not used here. The other pro- 
ducts are collected. 

10. They form no special class, but are the 
ordinary agricultural cultivators. 

13. The cultivation is not restricted to any par- 
ticular part of this district. 

14, Ganja and bhang are prepared in the Inda- 
pur, Shirur, and Khed talukas. 

17. There is no special class, 

18. They do deteriorate. They keep good for 
about two years. Damp is the chief cause of 
deterioration, 


21, Flat ganja is preferred for smoking. 


22. Jt is not generally used in this district. 
23. It is not used for smoking. 
30. The consumption of these drugs is chiefly 


| confined to the male sex. 


35. (a2) No, 

(2) It would be consumed illicitly. 
(ec) It could not be enforced. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Possibly, 


(7) Probably to both, if the prohibition could 
be enforced, 


43. Yes, 

51. (a) No, 

(6) No connection whatever. 

53. It is said to. No, I know of no case. 
68. There are licensed shops. 


69. No; the wishes of the people are not con- 
sulted before opening shops. 
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57. Evidence of Mr. F. T. V. Austin, District Superintendent of Police, Surat, 


1, From personal observation in different parts 
of the presidency and in Sind, in which province it 
is extensively used, 


2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain may be 
generally accepted as correct. Bhang and its pre- 
parations are known in Gujarat as bhang or subji, 
maya, Vijia, and Shiva’s butti, Charas is known 





deterioration for a few months. The placing of 
mercury in open vessels among the bhang is said 
to prevent it from getting worm-eaten, 


19. In this district ganja is used only for 


smoking; charas is not obtainable. 


20, The smoking of ganja is not restricted to 
any particular class; but it is chiefly so used by 





ct 


district. Ganja is the name given to the dry 
flowering tops of the female plants. Flat or 
chepta ganja is also sold, but round ganja is not 
specially prepared. 

3. The hemp plant, so far as I know, does not 
grow spontaneously in any of the Gujarat districts. 
It it said, however, to grow wild in the Palanpur 
Superintendency, 


7. Hemp is cultivated to a small extent in this 
district for use as bhang, from 20 to 25 acres be- 
ing under cultivation in the Chorasi and Olpad 
talukas. 


8. There has been a decrease during recent years 
in the acreage under hemp cultivation in this 
district. In 1889 some 30 to 35 acres were so 
cultivated iv the Chorasi taluka alone; but the 
cultivators not being able to sell it to the licensee 
it had to be destroyed, as they cannot otherwise 
dispose of it. 

9. Yellow loam or sandy soil is the best. It 
does not grow well in black soil. The ground 
requires to be well ploughed and frequently har- 
rowed, and all clods broken, and the growing crop 
to be well weeded, The male plants, calied bhan- 
gro, are also uprooted. ‘Iwo crops are obtainable 





‘the lower classes, and specially by fakirs, sadhus, 


bairagis, ete, 1 do not believe that anything like 
5 per cent. of the people of this district smoke 
ganja, 

21. Flat ganja is much preferred. Broken 
ganja, called kani or chur, is said to contain less 
narcotic properties and to cause cough. Round 
ganja is generally used in the Deccan, and chur 
or broken ganja in Sind. 

22. Charas is not used in this district. 

23, Not that I am aware of. 


24, Very few people eat bhang. About 5 per 
cent. of the population of this district, made up 
from persons of all classes, drink bhang. I doubt 
if even 1 per cent, eat it. 


25. The use of ganja and bhang is, if anything, 
on the decrease in this district, and probably 
througbout Gujarat, The decrease in the use of 
ganja is mainly attributable to its increased price, 
which prevents the very poorest classes from 
using it to the same extent as formerly, and the 
decrease in the use of Lhang is owing to the 
increasing disinclination of the better classes to 
take the necessary trouble in preparing it, and to 
the more general use of liquor, especially the 











in the year, but not on the same ground. The 
kharif crop is said to contain more narcotic pro- 
perties than the :abi. 


10. The cultivation of hemp is not restricted to 
any particular class of cultivators, 


11. Not that I am aware of. 


-18. Hemp is not cultivated for ganja in this 
distiict, or in any part of Gujarat, so far as I 
know, 

14. Bhang to the extent of 150 to 200 maunds 
is produced in this district, but neither gauja nor 
charas is prepared. 


15. Bhang is prepared as follows:—After the 
plants are cut down they are allowed to dry for 
some days, They are then tied up in bundles and 
beaten on the threshing floor in order to separate 
the seeds and leaves from the stalks. The seeds 
and powdered leaves are then passed through a 
sieve for the purpose of removing the small bits 
of broken stalk. 


16, Bhang is generally prepared by people in 
their own houses, By this I mean the prepara- 
tion of the bhang as drunk from the bhang sold 
in the shops and not the preparation of bhang 
from the plants themselves. Bhang can be pre- 
pared from the plant wherever grown, I believe, 


and so also can ganja, but I cannot say whether 


ganja and charas can or cannot be prepared from 
the wild plant, 


17. By no particular class as regards the pre- 
paration made in this province. 
18. Bhang deteriorates and loses its narcotic 
rties if keptto 2-months; 
and, if allowed to get damp, gets mildewed and 
useless much earlier, Keeping it in closed 
receptacles and free from moistur2 will retard this 
vol, vii. 








cheaper-sorts-o£ Europe spirits, 

26, Ganja.—Assuming that 3 per cent, of the 
people of this district smoke ganja, which is 
probably over the mark, then of habitual moder- 
ate consumers there might be 24 per cent., of 
habitual excessive consumers 0°50 per cent., 
occasional moderate consumers 14’per cent., and of 
occasional excessive consumers 0°50 per cent., and 
the same percentages would fairly represent the 
proportion of bhang drinkers falling under these 
several descriptions. 

27. While the smoking of ganja is more gene- 
rally confined to the lower classes, no such limit- 
ation applies in respect to the drinking of bhang, 
and although the habitual use of it is deemed 
disreputable, the occasional indulgence of the 
habit is not looked upon as degrading. 

28, Ganja— 


Habitual moderate 
worth. 
Habitual 
worth. 


consumer, 1 to 14 pies 


excessive consumer, 3 to 4 pies 

Bhang— 

Habitual moderate consumer, 2 pies worth. 

Habitual excessive consumer, 3 to 6 pies worth 
a day. 

29. Ganja— 

(a) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja for 
smoking, the ganja being first washed to cleanse 
it from impurities. 

(6) Sometimes ganja is washed 10 rose water 
and cardamom seeds added. Dhatura is not, so 





far-as I-know,-so—used;— Sometimes a chillum is 

made from a piece of sugarcane, and ganja so 

smoked is said to have an increased intoxicating 

effect; but the chief reason for the admixture 
T 


—____——-moderatetise—of _bhang. 


of other ingredients is to give the ganja a more 
agreeable flavour. 


The ingredients ordinarily mixed with bhang 
are pepper and poppy seeds, while those exception- 
ally so used are sugar, rose buds, almonds, pista- 
chios, fennel seed, cardamoms. The admixture of 
dbatura seeds is very exceptional, The object of 
these additions is to render it more palatable. 
Bhavg massala is a conserve of rose buds, almonds, 
cardamoms, pistachios and certain aromatic seeds, 
which is specially prepared and sold for mixing 
with bhang. 


30. Among the lower classes who are addicted 
to smoking ganja or drinking bhang, both are 
generally practised in company, aud while among 
the better classes the smoking of ganja is consider- 
ed disreputable, the drinking of bhang among one’s 
friends is not so regarded. oth practices are 
almost altogether confined to the male sex, and it 
is very unusual, indeed, for children to be allowed 
to indulge in either of these drugs, 

81. The habit of either smoking or drinking is 
easily formed, but its discontinuance, except by 
excessive consumers, is not difficult. There is a 
tendency, especially as regards ganja, for the 
moderate use to develop into the excessive, 

32. In the worship of Shiva on the Maha 
Shivaratri a preparation of bhang is sprinkled over 
the Shivalingam and some placed 1n a vessel before 
it as an offering, which is afterwards distributed 
among the people present. I cannot say whether 
this custom is essential, but itis the usual practice, 
and the large number among whom the bhung is 
distributed prevents its excessive consumption on 
such occasions. The use of bkang on such occa- 
sions is hardly likely to develop into a habit, as 
many of the worshippers, especially those not, 
addicted to its use, drink only as much as they 
can hold in the palm of the hand. 

33, Smoking of ganja is generally regarded as 
disreputable; but the same cannot be said of the 
fact—that 





the importation of which has very largely increased 
during recent years. 


37. A greater degree of intoxication is produced 
by charas than by ganja, 


38. Flat ganja is supposed to have more in- 
toxicating effect than round ganja or chur, 


39. The habitual smoking of any preparation of 
hemp is, I consider, more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of bbang. The continued, 
though moderate, use of ganja appears to dry up 
the natural fluids, and to prematurely age and give 
a haggard appearance to the consumer; whereas 
no such marked changes are, as a rule, noticeable 
in the moderate bhang drinker, 


40, 1am unable to say whether any of these 
drugs are babitually prescribed by native doctors, 
but bhang is supposed to possess valuable medi- 


_ cinal properties, and to be useful in cases of gonor- 


rhoea and remittent fever. Bhang and ganja are 
sometimes administered to assist the digestive 


' organs and also for the cure of colic, 


41. (a) Ganja smoking in moderation assists 
digestion. 


(6) Yes, 


(c) The moderate use of ganja is supposed to 
be beneficial in the prevention of fever and in 
reducing the ill-effects likely to follow the habi- 
tual use of bad water; while from bhang a cool- 
ing drink is prepared which is said to be very 
beneficial in intermittent fever. 


Bhang and ganja are so used by the poorer 
classes, both habitually as also occasionally. 


43, Yes, so far as I have observed, 


44, The immediate effect of ganja smoking is a 
greater or less degree of intoxication, whereas 
some time elapses before the bhang drinker arrives 
at that stage, and both have a temporarily refresh- 
ing effect. Ganja smoking creates appetite, or 





ganja smoking is more generally confined to the 
lower classes accounts for its being so considered 


by the well-to-do, and a respectabie person who | 


would not mind his friends knowing that he occa- 
sionally used bhang would, in case he had aequir- 
ed the habit of smoking ganja, be very caretul to 
keep it a secret. The hemp plant, so far as I 
know, is not an object of worship. 

34. It would be a serious privation to fakirs, 
sadbus and habitual smokers to be compelled to fore- 
go the use of ganja, and the same remark would 


more correctly speaking voracitv, which, if habi- 
tually fully appeased, leads to digestive troubles, 
The duration of the effect of either smoking or 
drinking ganja and bhang depends to a great 
extent on the constitution of the consumer, but 
with a moderate dose should not Jast more than 
about two hours, and there remains a certain 
amount of drowsiness after the intoxication has 
passed off. Want of subsequent gratification 


_ produces longing and uneasiness, but toa greater 


{ 


& . ; 
to the moderate consumer. Habitual ganja smokers | 


would, I think, suffer from indigestion if the 
practice were suddenly abandoned. 


35. I do not consider that it would be possible 
to prohibit the use of any of these drugs, unless the 
growth of the hemp plant be entirely prohibited ; 
but any such stringent measure would certainly 
cause discontent, and it might possibly amount to a 
political danger, as the time-honoured practices of 
fakirs, sadhus and other more or less venerated in- 
dividuals who have the ear of the people, 
of the lower orders, would be interfered with. 
Any such prohibition, even if it were possible, 
would lead to an increased use of liquor and of 
other drugs, 


36. I think that the use of aleohol is gradually 
taking the place of bhang among the better 
classes of consumers in this part of India. This 
is probably due to the increased facilities, especi- 
ally in towns, for obtaining cheap foreign spirits, 


especially | 


extent in the case of the ganja smoker thau in 
that of the bhang drinker. 





45. The habitual moderate use of ganja has a 
tendency to impoverish the constitution unless the 
consumer is accustomed to nourishing food, and 
though, when first indulged in, it inereases 
appetite, it ultimately, I think, impairs the 
digestive powers, and in many instances causes 
asthma. Jt induces laziness, but pot immorality ; 
and, while it deadens the intellect, does not, if 
used in moderation, cause insanity. An immoderate 
use of ganja causes temporary insanity, and 
after recovery the same symptoms may be rein- 
duced by a return to the immoderate use of it. 


Bhang.—The habitual moderate use of bhang 
is not supposed to impair the constitution, nor 
does it affect the digestive organs like ganja. It 
does not cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma, 
bat induces habits of laziness, and possibly of 
immorality. It does not, however, deaden the 
intellect or produce insavity. 

47, No, 
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48, I do not think that the habitual excessive 61. Charas is not prepared in this part of India. 
eek of ree mags 1s likely to become i hereditary 62, The cultivation of hemp is cuntrolled in 
: it, Mg Cen ete Cmny arcny exvany oie ofispring | this district, as also in the other parts of the 
A ce ee presidency, inasmuch as the cultivator has to take 
49. I do not think that ganja is used as an | outa license, and though the license does not 
aphrodisiac, though bhang and majum probably | specify the amount which may be grown, the 
are, Majum is sometimes so used by prostitutes, | extent to which it is cultivated is limited to the 
Doubtlessly, if so used, the effects would be more | quantity he can induce the licensees to purchase at 
injurious than if used as an ordinary narcotic. | a remunerative rate, All not so disposed of has 
The excessive smoking of ganja induces impot- | to be destroyed. 
ency, and it is used for this purpose by sadhus, 63. I have no objections to offer to the present 
51. Not so far as 1 am aware of, and I don’t | system. 
think that there is any general connection between 64. No. 


the habitual moderate users of these drugs and any gets 
particular class of criminals. | 65. Yes, 

52. Neither do I think that even the excessive 66. I do not consider it desirable to have differ- 
use of any of these drugs has any connection with | emt rates of taxation tor the different kinds of 
auy general or special class of crime. Snnls. 


53, Excessive indulgence does, I consider, in- 67, None. 
cite to unpremeditated violence, though not to 68. Neither in this dis‘rict, nor, as far as I 
crime, Habitual ganja smokers are, when under | know, in any district in Gujarat, are any shops 
the influence of the drug, inclined to be quarrel- | licensed to sell these drugs to be consumed on the 
some, and, if interfered with, to commit acts of | premises. Ganja and bhang are sold in twenty-two 
violence. shops in this district, eight in the city of Surat and 
fourteen in the different talukas, and the annual 


: ° - snles f Q " 4 . 
are not used by criminals preparatory to commit- Tes to about 80 maunds of ganja and 
ting premediated crime, for increased cheerfulness ans: 

g Ones i ; 9. tL) ‘al th : ‘ 
and good humour, followed by drowsiness, is the 69. ‘he wishes of the neighbouring shopkeepers 
effect generally produced. are not, so far as I know, consulted before the 


: : iss icense for St : . ; 
55, I do not think that the preparations of oh Deiat arene ea of thet drugs, and 
hemp are so used, though complete stupefaction bie TRIBES OVER ERE + baag 41 - BEB nAe, HO 
can be induced if they are partaken of in large | ® jection,1s) ever raised, and, 1.do not consider 


4s that local public opinion should be in any way 
quantities by persons unaccustomed to them. considered, for these preparations of hemp are very 


56. The effects of ganja are modified by ad- often sold by grain sellers, tobacco shopkeepers, 
mixture of tobacco and of bhang by the use of | ete., and their sale is no more likely to be objec- 
different massalas, while excessive habitual users | tionable to the neighbouring shopkeepers or to the 


54. So far as my experience goes, these drugs 





mix dhatura seeds with both ganja and bhang, | public than the sale of any other commodity. 
58. The present system is working well, andl § 70, This district is much intersected with Gaik- 


have no suggestions to offer as to its improvement. | wari territory, and prior to 1892 both bhine and 
Only one license for the retail sale of ganja and ganja were to some extent smuggled fg: Can 
bhang, and another for their exportation are issued, State ; but the introduction of the license system 
and cultivators can only sell their crops to one or  jnto the Baroda State has almost entirely pre- 
the other licensee. _ vented this smuggling; and to this is also due 

60, Ganja is not made from the hemp grown in , the increase in the sales of ganja and bhang in 
this district or in any part of Gujarat, so faras I , this district during the past as compared with 
know. former years. 





58. Evidence of Mr. Dutanvisoa DapaBuoy, Parsi, District Superintendent of 
Police, Thana. 


(4) Charas is the gum of bhang tree, and is aisc 
used for smeking. 

(c) Bhang plunts grow when ganja seeds are 
sown. Bhang is used for drinking only. 
16, Bhang can be prepared by the people in 
ir hoi and it can be prepared from the 
hemp plant, wherever grown, Ganja can, but 
charas cannot, 


1. Nothing beyond my own observation and the 
little experieuce ordivarily obtained. 

4, It is known by the name of ganja plant, and 
refers to exactly the same plant. 
It grows generally in the Satara and Ahmed- 


> 













6. It is scattered. 


parquet ies 17, Specially Hindus. 
8. I cannot say. 


: : . | {8 They do after some time; and no measure 
9, Tam not acquainted with the method. of “i ' can be ‘alan to prevent their deterioration. 
cultivation. 19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking and 
11. I do not know. also for medical purposes in rare cases in India 
14 and 15. (2) Ganja is the leaves of ganja tree. | and other countries. 
Seeds ave found when it is dried. When the 
seeds are sown they produce the bhang plants, 
Ganja is used only for smoking. ‘The plants are ? 
called nar and mada (male and female), Nar 22. Foreign charas is chiefly used, and it is 
is bhang tree and mada ganja tree. imported from Arabia aud Persia. 


21, Flat ganja and chur are used for smoking 
and drinking respectively. 


vol, vil. TZ 
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23, No. 


25. It ison the increase, it seems, in conse- 
quence of increase of population. 


27. Ganja and bhang are used by a majority of 
Hindus, and charas by a majority of Muhamma- 
dans and a few Hindus. 


29, Ganja is mixed with tobacco, and bhang 
with massala containing khaskas, black pepper, 
rose flower, sugar, elachi and badam, Charas is 
mixed with tobacco and sometimes with ganja. 


80. In company and between the years of 
twenty and forty. It is not usual for children 
to consume any of these drugs. 

81. The habit is easily formed, but it is rather 
difficult to break off. There is a tendency in the 
case of any of these drugs for the moderate habit 
to develop into excessive. 


34, There would be no serious privation to con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use, 


85, It would be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs. It would he consumed 
illicitly if procurable. The prohibition could be 


enforced by forbidding cultivation, The pyohi- 
bition would occasion for a time a slight dis- 
content which would not amount to political 
danger. Half the number only would have re- 
cvurse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs, 


36. Yes, on account of change of fashion. 
$7. Charas is stronger than ganja. 

38. No, 

42. Harmful. 

43. I think so. 

44, It does produce intoxication. 


51 and 52. Yes. The plans of crimes are gen- 
erally concerted either with the use of ganja, 
liquor or opium, according to the districts in 
which the use of these articles preponderates. 
They never meet to plan an offence without some 
such things being used at the lime, 


53. Yes, 1 think. No. 
54. Yes. 


55. Yes, in some cases. 


Complete stupefaction 
cao be induced. 





59. Evidence of Mr. T. G. Foarn, Superintendent of Police, Cambay. 


1, The answers to questions furnished by me 
are based on information received from consumers 
of the drug and others. ‘The hemp plant is not 
cultivated in this State, nor does it grow spon- 
taneously, and,as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, it is not cultivated in the province of 
Guzerat. 


2. Charas is not used in any form in this State, 
nor is it imported by the vendors of the drug, 
Occasionally visitors bring small quantities of it for 
their own use. Habitual ganja smokers prefer 
it to ganja when procurable. I have seen charas, 
and it is generally smoked in Bombay by con- 
sumers of the drug, who usually prefer it to ganja, 
as its narcotic properties are said to be stronger 
than ganja, There is only one kind of ganja used 
in this State, viz., flat ganja. No such name as 
“chur” is known in this State. The only names 
by which the narcotic articles obtained from the 
plant are known in this State are subji, bhang, 
ganja and charas. The flower tops detached from 
the twigs, whether by accident or deliberately, 
are called ganja. 

8. Lbave never seen the hemp plant growing 
spontaneously in any district of which I have 
experience ; occasionally an odd tree or so may be 
found near the haunts of fakirs or sadhus, but they 
are very rare. The presence of these trees is 
accounted for ly fakirs and sadhus, who say that 


seeds discarded when preparing ganja for smoking 
germinate. 


4. The wild plant is not found in this State, 





and the only information I have been able 





9. Iam unable to give any methods of culti- 
vation. 

10, There are no cultivators of the plant in this 
province, 


11, There is no cultivation of the plant in this 
province. 

12. Ihave no personal knowledge of the cul- 
tivation of wild hemp, and no information can be 
obtained on the subject here, 


13. The cultivation of the bemp plant is not 
prohibited in this State. 

14, Ganja is not prepared in this State, as 
defined in paragraph (2) of the accompaniments 
by being rolled or trodden under foot. The only 
ganja used in this State is flat ganja, and is said to 
be prepared from the cultivated plant, Charas is 
not prepared here, nor is it imported. Ganja and 
bhang are imported. 

15, The only preparation ganja or bhang under- 
goes here is for eating or drinking. See para- 
graph 19. 

16. A decoction is made from bhang generally 
by people in their houses, and is known here as 
bhang-ka-pani, bhang or subji. The wild plant 
is not procurable here, but I have been given to 
understand hy fakirs, sadhus, and gosains, who are 
habitual consumers of the drug in all its forms, 
that bhang can be prepared from the wild plant 
wherever grown, Ganja can also be prepared 
from the wild plant wherever grown. Fakirs 
sadhus and gosains, when travelling, use it, but 
they prefer the cultivated plant wheu procurable, 





obtain on this point is from gosains, sadhus and 
fakirs, who know it by the name of ‘“jungli 
ganja. 7? 

_5 aud 6, Tam unable to furnish any informa- 
tion on this point, as the wild plant does not grow 
in this province. 

_ 1. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
in this State, and, as faras Ihave been able to 
ascertain, I believe it is not cultivated throuch- 
out the province of Guzerat, ‘i 


8. The plant is not cultivated in this province. 





paragraph known as bhang-ka-pani is made by all 
classes in their houses in the hot season, It is 
also a social custom in Guzerat among all classes of 
Hindus to make this decoction on festive occasions, 
and itis lavishly supplied by the host to his 
guests. The custom is much the same as amongst 
the Rajputs and people of Kathiawar, who give 
their guests a decoction of opium called kasumba. 

18, Ganja and hbhang deteriorate by keeping, 
With ordinary care both will keep good for about 
two years. I am unable to say whether it quite 


17. The decocfion referred to in the preceding 
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loses its effect in time, There are different opi- 
nions on this point. It, however, deteriorates to 
such an extent that no consnmer of the drug, 
whether by eating, drinking or smoking, will buy 
old ganja or bhang if he can possibly get fresh, 
and the fresher the better he likes it, as its effect 
is said to be stronger, ‘The only cause of deterio- 
ration that 1 know is dampness, If ganja or 
bbang be kept in a damp place or get wet by rain, 
it immediately deteriorates, and in a short time 
becomes absolutely useless. The only measures 
adopted by the vendors of the drug, who keep it in 
large quantities, is to keep it in a dry place and 
occasionally expose it to the sun, 

19. Charas, { believe, is only used for smoking. 
Ganja is eaten in various ways. It may be eaten 
alone, or mixed with food, It is generally eaten 
here and throughout Guzerat in two ways, viz, 
majum and fakki. The following are the ingredi- 
ents used in the preparation of majum, For one seer 
of majum, two seers ganja, one seer and a quarter 
of ghee, and one seer of sugar. The following is 
the process of preparation of majum, ‘Two seers 
of ganja or bhang are pounded to dust and tied up 
ina cloth and soaked in water for three days, 
after ‘which it is well washed several times until 
it does not discolour the water. It is then put 
into about 3 gallons of water and boiled for about 
three hours. One seer of ghee is then added to 
the water whilst boiling. After the ghee is 
added, the whole is boiled for about four hours. 
The water and ghee are then strained through a 
cloth andthe ganja thrown away. The water 
and ghee are allowed to stand for two days, and 
when the ghee congeals and floats to the surface 
of the water, it is skimmed off. About quarter 
seer of fresh ghee is then added to the ghee im- 
pregnated with the essence of ganja or bhang, 
and the whole is again boiled. Whilst boiling 
one seer of fine sugar is added, and the whole is 
boiled for. about half an hour. It is then poured 
into a shallow dish and allowed to congeal, and 
when cold, is cut into slices of various shapes. 
The average quantity of majum for ao adult 
is from one to two tolas. Some are of course 
able to take more, but if taken to excess it pro- 
duces intoxication. Majum made from bhang 
is not so strong as that made from ganja. There 
isa far greater demand for majum during the 
rainy season than any other time. There is 
only one man licensed to sell it. His sales for the 
year amount to about 4 maunds or 160 Ibs. It 
is sold at ten annas per seer. It is used on fes- 
tive occasions, but rarely used habitually, It is 
principally used by building contractors, who 
give it to their labourers, men and women, when 
making concrete roofs or floors to houses. This 
accounts for the singing invariably beard 
when men and women are engaged on such 
works, The object of administering it to labourers 
is said to be to stimulate them, and give them 
energy for their work, It is often made much 
stronger than described above. The licensed 
vendor usually keeps in stock a quantity of ghee 
impregnated with the essence of ganja, so if he 
gets an order for majum, he can supply it at 


short notice by simply adding fresh ghee and 


sugar to it. This ghee, which is called ganja- 
kaeghee, will keep good for about a year if kept 
in a cool place. The following is the recipé 


for fakki and its mode of preparation. In- 
gredients—ganja 1 seer, ghee 4 seer, 13 seer 
fine sugat, khaskhas or poppy seed 4 seer, 


carraway seeds } seer, The ganja is first well 
washed until it does not discolour the water 
and then exposed to the suo to dry. It is then 
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fried in the ghee until the agglutinated sub- 
stance dries, and the ganja crumbles into dust 
when rubbed between the fingers. The sugar and 
other ingredients are then mixed with the ganja, 
but are not fried, Fakki can also be made with 
bhang, but is usually made with ganja. Fakki is 
sold at ten annas per seer. The habit of eating 
majum and fakki, I believe, obtains throughout 
Guzerat, 

20, Charas is rarely smoked here, except by 
occasional visitors, ‘The people who usually 
smoke charas are gosains, sadhus, fakirs and 
mendicants, About ove per cent. of ordinary 
members of society smoke ganja. ‘I'hey rarely 
smoke it in their houses, but usually resort to the 
haunts of fakirs, sadhus and gosains. There are 
some who smoke the drug surreptitiously. Hindu 
and Mubammadan smokers are in abont equal 
proportion. The former seek the company of 
sadhus and gosains, and the latter fakirs, when 
they want to ivdulge in the drug, though it is not 
unusual for a Hindu to have his smoke at a 
fakir’s tuckiya, and a Mubammadan with a sadhu 
or gosain, No caste prejudices are observed in 
the use of the ganja “ chillum,.” 

21. Flat ganja only is locally consumed. Peo- 
ple who have travelled through’ India say that 
they prefer round to flat ganja, but the local resi. 
dents have no idea of its properties, 


22. Charas is not usei here, nor is it imported 
for general consumption. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking here. 


24, Mostly all natives in the city of Cambay, of 
ail castes and creeds, with the exceptioa of Parsis, 
use bhang in moderate quantities during the hot 
season ; but the habitual consumers of the drug, 
whether by eating or drinking, would be about one 
in a thousand, 

25. The annual consumption cf bhang and 
ganja does not seem to fluctuate. The average 
sale of the former for the past three years is ap- 
proximately two maunds or eighty Ibs., and the 
latter twenty-five maunds or one thousand Ibs, 
The licensed vendors of these drugs keep no ac- 
count of their sales. 


26. No idea can be formed as to the proportion 
of habitual moderate consumers, habitual excessive 
consumers, occasional moderate consumers, and 
occasional excessive consumers. There are three 
licensed vendors of these drugs in this State, 
which bas a population of 89,722. The sales of 
these vendors amount in the aggregate to about 
35 maunds of ganja and about 5 maunds of bhang 
annually. In the city of Cambay, which has a 
population of 31,390, there is one vendor whose 
uggregate sales amount to about 25 maunds of 
ganja and about 3 maunds of bhang. He says 
hehas about 175 regular customers, who may be 
either habitual, excessive or moderate consumers. 
The sales of the other two vendors, who have shops 
in villages, amount in the aggregate to about ten 
maunds of ganjaand two of bhang. ‘These figures 
include sales to travellers, visitors, and people of 
the surrounding foreign te:ritories, who are not 
restricted from purchasing any of these drugs in 
Cambay limits. 1 may add here that ganja and 
bhang are much cheaper in Cambay territory than 
in the surrounding British and Baroda territories. 


27. Habitual excessive consumers are mostly 
fakirs, sadhus, gosains, and mendicants of various 
denominations, who wander from place to place, 
and have no worldly cares. Smoking the drug 
appears to bea great solace to them io their solitary 
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moments. The habits of life of these people 
are too well known to need recapitulation. Occa- 
sional moderate consumers belong to all classes 
of society, and no community can be specifically 
particularized as being more addicted to the use 
of these drugs than others. The habit of emok- 
ing these drugs is usually contracted from sadbus 
avd fakirs, Hindus reverence their eadhus aud 
gosains, and in order to ingratiate themselves 
into their good graces are always ready to perform 
little offices for them. The preparation of the 
ganja pipe cores within the category of such 
offices, and when prepared they are invariably 
asked by the bawa to light it, from which the 
habit is usually contracted. The same remarks 
apply to Muhammadans, who invariably contract, 
the habit from fakirsin the same way. The habit 
of smoking ganja is also propagated to a certain 
extent by ordinary members of society, who 
smoke it in their houses, and who always appear 
willing, and in fact anxious, to initiate novices 
into the use of the drug for the sake of company. 


28, The average cost per diem to habitual mo- 
derate smokers of ganja isone pice. ‘The cost to 
habitual excessive smokers of ganja is from six 
pice to two annas per diem, The habitual excessive 
smokers are mostly sadhus, gosains, and fakirs. 
The majority of these people renouvee the world 
and its pleasures. ‘Lhe supply of the drug is 
practically no expense to them, When once a 
sadhu, gosain, or fakir establishes himself in a 
place, he is visited by his caste-fellows, who supply 
the drug and other necessaries of life. The cost 
to the moderate consumer of bhang, if taken 
without ingredients, is about half a pice. To the 
excessive consumer, from one to two pice. Bhang 
is drunk without ingredieats by the poor classes, 
but those who can afford it use milk and spices 
with it. 


29. Ganja is usually smoked with tobacco and 
sometimes with gooraku. Dhatura !s not mixed 
with the drug for either drinking or smoking, 
Ganja is said to be mixed with oi! extracted from 
dhatura seed for external application to the geni- 
tal organs in cases of impotence, 


without admixtures, Those who ean afford to do 
so add the following ingredients to make it sa- 
voury and palatable, but with no other object :— 
Milk, poppy seed, dried rose buds, cardamoms, 
cashew-nuts, almonds, sugar, biack or white pepper, 
nutmeg, carraway seeds, cucumber seeds, and cha- 
roli, The abovementioned ingredients are called 
“‘bhang-massala.”” These ingredients are not sold 
mixed with bhang; people making bhang buy 
thein separately and use them in quantities accord- 
ing to taste, 


30: Ganja is rarely smoked in solitude unless 
surreptitiously, Smokers of the drug invariably 
prefer company, The pipe or chillum is handed 
round to each person who takes two or three 
inhalations and passes it on to the next person, 
and when the pipe is exbausted, it is refilled 
and passed round until all are satisfied, 


solitude, but very few. 


members of society smoke ganja or charas, The 


and also some depraved members of society 


smoke it. The habit of smoking ganja, when | could not possibly reconcile themselves to such 
once acguired, is usually continued till death. — 


The habitual | 43), 
consumers of bhang of the poor classes dunk it | ; 


There a privation to excessive consumers, such as gosains, 
are some people who do smoke the drug in sadhus and fakirs and other wandering devotees, 


No respectable female | 


——— 


en 
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to drink bhang occasionally in small quantities 
during the hot season and on festive occasions, 
Females of the lower classes only, such as machis, 
mawehas, maynas, pomlas, dheds, and bhangis 
drink bhang. 

31. The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
as described in paragraph 27, The effect to a 
novice is usually most noxious. It produces in- 
toxication, but if persisted in, these after-effects 
are overcome in time, It is decidedly difficult to 
leave off smoking ganja or charas, and there is a 
tendency for the moderate use of the drug to 
develop into the excessive. There are of course 
lots of consumers who can limit themselves to a 
certain quantity and rarely exceed it, In the 
case of bhang it is quite different. ‘he occasional 
moderate use of bhang is not so likely to develop 
into the excessive or kevome habitual. 

There is not so much difficulty experienced by 
habitual consumers to break off the habit as with 
smokers of ganja or charas. 

82. It is a social custom in Guzerat to use 
bhang on festive occasions, such as caste dinners, 
weddings and certain religious festivals, It is 
not inevmlent on the host to supply his guests 
wit bhang, and in some communities the habit 
of drinking bhang publicly is in disrepute, al- 
though all classes use it in their honses, Kusum- 
ba, adecoetion of opium, is substituted for bhang 
by well-to-do classes ; and the more lavishly this 
is supplied by the host, the better he is thought of 
by his ecaste-fellows aud friends. Kusumba is 
much dearer than bhang, and thera are many who 
da not care to use it, but will drink bhang with. 
out hesitation. ‘be worshippers of Mahadev, 
Shankar, Shiva and other deities, on certain reli- 
gious festivals, propitiate these gods by besmear- 
ing the idols with bhang. ‘This does not form 
an essential part of the “‘ puja,” but it is a re- 
cognised custom, Many who do not use it in 
this way habitually do so when making vows as 
a method of inducing these deities to grant favours. 
The consumption of bhang on festive occasions 
is not likely to lead to the formation of the habit, 


|-and is said to be injurious if taken in modera- 


There are exceptional cases in which people have — 


broken off the habit. Children are never allowed 
to smoke the drug in any form here. 


33. The habit of smoking ganja or charas is 
not tolerated in respectable society of any deno- 
mination, because it demoralizes and incapacitates 
those who bevome addicted to its use, The habit 
among sadhus, gosains and fakirs is tolerated, and 
non-smokers supply them with the drug, because 
they think it essential to their vocation, Ganja 
and charas smokers other than sadhus and fakirs 
are considered depraved members of society, and 
their company is usually shunned by respectable 
members of society, of all communities. For 
social and religious customs regarding the con- 
sumption of these drugs, see paragraph 32, The 
hemp plant is not worshipped by any sect in this 
State, and, as far as I have been able to ascertain 
from educated people, I believe it is not worsbip- 
ped by any sect in any part of Guzerat. 


34. Iam of opinion that it would certainly be 


to forego the use of these drugs, because they are 


rs , . exposed to the extremes of climate without shelter 
wives of fakirs sometimes smoke ganja or charas, « 


or clothing, and seem to live for the drug alone, 
It also oecurs to my mind that people of this class 


lives in the absence of these drugs or their 
equivalents. Their only ambition in life appears 


LL el i be able to command a plentiful supply’of the 
1 Ynen they | drug, and when under its influence they are’ 
have attained the age of ten years, they are bie + Chon abe alge ca el AT 


With themselyes and those around them, but in 


——_the drug; they are-most dejected. 
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their lucid moments, or when unableio procure 





35. Iam inelined to think that it would be 
impracticable to prohibit the use of any of these 
drugs, If the use of these drugs were prohibited, 
they would in my opinion be used illicitly. The 
prohibition of the use of the drug would, I think, 
cause serious discontent among the consumers. 
The discontent may not amount to a political 
danger, but in view of the fuct thatithe use of 
the drug in its various forms is principally pro. 
pagated by sadhus and fakirs, who command 
wonderful iufluence over the masses and are so 
blindly followed by them, it is quite possible that 
these sadhus, fakirs and others would try to 
spread sedition, and would at least cause a deal 
of agitation. Many of these sadhus, fakirs, etc., 
were formerly ordinary raembers of society, but 
now follow these vocations merely to gratify a 
craving for the drug, which they could not satisfy 
were they to remain in their ordinary spheres 
in life. There are, of course, many of these sadhus, 
fakirs, ete., whose vocations are hereditary ; whether 
hereditary or adopted, the use of the drug in 
some form is indispensable. They are never free 
from the effects of the drug, aud smoke it eternally 
trom morning till night. As soon as the effect 
of one pipe commences to wane, it is revived by 
another, I do not think that the prohibition of 
the use of these drugs would be followed by re- 
course to alcoholic stimulants, but opium would 
I think be used in larger quantities, 


36. There is no reason for thinking that al- 
cohol is now being substituted for any of these 
drugs in this State and, as far as I know, in 
any other part of Guzerat, On the contrary, 
bhang is substituted for alcoholic stimulants by 
the poor classes on festive occasions, For two 
pice a host can supply about 20 guests with 
bhang, provided it be drunk without ingredients, 
whereas to supply the same number with alco- 
holic stimulants in moderation, it would cost him 
at least Rs, 2. 

37. Charas is not used in this State, but I am 
told by people who have smoked it that its effect 
is much stronger than ganja. This I am told is 
the only way in which the effect of charas, when 
smoked, differs from ganja. The‘umes of charas 
when inhaled, are said to be much cooler than 
those of ganja. 

38. Flat ganja only is used locally. People 
who have travellel in India say they prefer 
round ganja when procurable. It is said to be 
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ing Lhavg lasts much longer than the effect 

uced— by smoking either charas or ganja. 
Smoking the drug to excess produces insanity, 
asthma, bronchitis and impotence, It als> dead- 
ens the intellect and generally impairs the con- 
stitution. The general belief is that eating or 
drinking preparations of the drag does not pro- 
duce the above-mentioned symptoms, but such a 
question can be better answered by a medical 
man, 


40. Ganja and bhang are used by native quacks 
for dysentery in one-grain doses twice a day, 
It is also used to check the flow of seminal fluid 
in cases of spermatorrhea. It is used by netive 
quacks as an aphrodisiac, It is also used by 
quacks to prolong the period of s»xual inter- 
course, and it is also applied externally to the 
genital organs in case of impotence. Charas is 
not used in these parts by quacks for its medi- 
cinal properties. None of these drugs appear to 
be used locally in the treatment of cattle diseas:. 

41. Bhang produces a most ravenous appetite 
and aids digestion, The more bhang a_ person 
drinks, the more food he will cat. Its effeet 
lasts for about three hours, It is said to be in- 
vigorating and refreshing, and that it alleviates 
fatigue. Bhang is vot used unless by habitual 
consumers, except on festivals, religious ceremo- 
nies and in the hot season, There are only 
about 175 habitual consumers of the drug in all 
its forms in this city, and the majority of them 
smoke it. Smokers of the drug are rarely found 
amongst the villagers of this State, but all more 
or less use bhang iu the hot season and on festivals 
at ail seasons of the year. 


42, Bhang, I am told, is harmless if taken in 
moderation with good nourishing food. The 
smoking of ganja or charas is decidedly injuri- 
ous to the constitution and produces most bane. 
ful results, examples of which are to be seen 
daily among the emaciated and decrepit sadhus 
and fakirs aud others who wander about from 
place to place. Smoking the drug in modera- 
tion is admitted by the majority of consumers 
to be injurious, and many say that they regret 
baving contracted the habit, and that they would 
gladly leave it off if they could, 


43. Moderate consumers of blang are inoffen- 
sive to their neighbours, but moderate smokers of 
the drug, whether ganja or charas, are rore or 
less offensive. They are usually irritable, aud 
when under the influence of the drag are very 





stronger than flat ganja. tat ganja is atso said 
to produce thirst and a burping sensation in the 
throat, stomach ani chest, which is not experi- 
euced by smoking round ganja. Round ganja 
is also said to have less seeds and leaves. Broken 
ganja is said to produce more cougb than round 
or Hat ganja, and is never used for smoking if 
it can be avoided, Broken ganja is invariably 
used for making majum or fakki, 

39. I am unable to answer this question from 
personal knowledge or observation; bat from in. 
formation I have been able to gather from smok- 
ers, eaters and drinkers of the drug, I am told 
that smoking the drug is far more injurious to 
the constitution than either eating or drinking 
it. 
the drug who would scorn the idea of smoking it. 
Either eating, drinking or smoking the drug to 
excess by a novice produces intoxication, where- 
as habitual smokers or drinkers may either smoke 
or drink it from ‘sorning till night and never 
become stupefied. The effect produced by drink- 
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There are thousands who drink decoctions of | 


guage, The house of a consumer is usually a ren- 
dezvous for consumers of the drug, who are his 
only associates. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of bhang on the habitual consumer is that it re- 
freshes him, and creates appetite, but it does not 
produce intoxication, The effect of bhang lasts for 
about three hours if taken on anempty stomach. If 
food be taken immediately after, the effect does 
not last so long. ‘There are no after-effects from 
the occasional moderate use of bhang. If taken 
to excess by an occasional moderate consumer, it 
produees intoxication for many hours, and when 
he regains consciousness, he feels a severe headache. 
The first smoke in the morning only is said to 
produce any effect on the smokers of the drug. If 
they smoke all day it is the same, but they never 
become intoxicated. The first smoke is said to be 
refreshing, and the effect of it will last for about 
two hours, but it is usually maintained by recourse 
to another smoke, Having recourse to the gecond 
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pipe before the effect of the first has passed off, I 
think accounts for the idea that the first smoke 
only is effective. The effect appears to be main- 
tained from morning till night by continuous 
smoking. Smoking ganja and charas do produce 
after-effects, which are said to be as follows, 
They are usually felt the first thing in the morn- 
ing; but with the first smoke they all disappear. 
Water runs from the eyes and nostrils, eyes 
become red and pus oozes from them during sleep, 
aching of the limbs and joints, headache and 
sleeplessness, The want of subsequent gratilica- 
tion goes produce uneasiness and longing for the 
drug. Cessation of the use of the drug is invariably 
followed by diarrheea, flatulence, loss of appetite, in- 
digestion, headache and general indisposition. The 
general idea is that these drugs create appetite, 
and again smokers say that if they have vo food 
or water, which is very often the case with fakirs 
and sadhus when travelling, they can manage 
without food or water for a considerable time 
without feeling the pangs of hunger or thirst 
provided they have ganja. 


45, The habitual habit of smoking charas and 
ganja in moderation does impair the constitution. 
It causes bronchitis and asthma, It does not 
impair the appetite but, usually creates it and aids 
the digestion. It induces laziness and also habits 
of immorality and debauchery when the consumer 
is able to take good nourishing food. It also 
deadens the intellect, but the moderate use of the 
drug rarely produces insanity, but it certainly does 
produce insanity when used to excess, Ganja and 
charas smoking in moderation by various people 
who live well is said to materially assist them in 
the accomplishment of their lustful desires. 


46. Uxcessive smoking of ganja and charas 


causes impotency. The majority of sadhus, gosains 


and other devotees take vows of celibacy, which I 
doubt many of them would be able to fulfil were 
they not more or less incapacitated for sexual 
intercourse by the excessive use of these drugs. 
Kxcessive smoking of ganja or charas causes 
insanity, but Lam unable to say of what type. 


47. The habitual moderate or excessive use of 
these drugs does not appear to be hereditary, and 
does not appear to affect the children of moderate 
consumers. 


48. The habitual excessive use of these drugs 
does not appear to be hereditary. The habit of 
smoking these drugs is usually contracted as de- 
scribed in paragraph 27, The habitual habit of 
drinking preparations of the drugs is, as far as | 
have been able to ascertain, very rare among all 
classes. The occasional use of it on festivals and 
during the hot season sometimes develops into the 
habitual habit. Those who use bhang habitually 
and take good food are usually stout, Bhang- 
drinkers are said to be great eaters. 


49, The moderate use of ganjais practised as an 
aphrodisiac and is prescribed as such by native 
quacks, It is also applied externally for the same 
purpose. I know that some prostitutes in Bombay 
smoke ganja and charas, They usually belong to 
the Mhar and Dhed castes from the Deccan 
and Carnatic, I am unable to say whether they 
use it as an apbrodisiac, 1 am unable to say 
whether these drugs when used as an aphrodisiac 
are more injurious than their use as an ordinary 
narcctic. 


50. The excessive use of ganja or charas pro- 


duces impotency, This fact is admitted by exces- 
S$ive consumers, 


51. Bud characters in these yarts do not use the | 


drug. I have been nearly four years in Guzerat, 
and to the best of my recollection, I have never 
seen a consumer of the drug concerned in any 
criminal case. In Bombay people are often found 
in the streets incapable of taking care of them- 
selves when under the influence of these drugs, 
but they do not belong to the class of habitual 
criminals, 

52. I have never seen an habitual criminal who 
was an excessive consumer of these drugs in any 
form. 


58. As far as I am aware, the excessive use of 
these drugs does vot incite to unpremeditated crime, 
1 have seen a few cases in Bombay in which 
people have been very violent when under the 
influence of these drugs. 1 never made it my 
business to ascertain whether they were habitual 
excessive consumers or moderate consumers, but 
judging from the effects invariably produced by 
the habitual excessive and moderate use of these 
drugs, I am inclined to think that they were 
occasional consumers. I am not aware of any 
case in which the use of any of these drugs has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. It often 
happens that a novice becomes violent when he first 
uses the drug, but it eventually overpowers him. 


54, 1 know of no casein which criminals have 
fortified themselves by the use of these drugs to 
commit premeditated acts of violence or other 
crimes. It is quite possible that they may be 
used for such a purpose, as habitual moderate con- 
sumers whom I have examined say that they can 
always get through their work with more energy 
when they have taken their usual quantity than 
without it. They also say that it gives them cour- 
age in dangerous undertakings, from which I infer 
tbat if an act of violence were premeditated, these 
drugs would act as an incentive to its commission. 

55. I know of no case in which criminals have 
administered these drugs to their victims. Dhatu- 
ra,and not these drugs, is usually used by 
criminals to stupefy their victims. Iu the case of 
occasional moderate consumers and non-consumers 
complete stupefaction can be induced by these 
drugs, which lasts for many hours. 

56. As far as 1 have been able to gather, tobacco 
is mixed with gavja to make it inflammable. 
Refore ganja is smoked it has to be washed, and 
it is put into the pipe damp. Smokers also say 
that gooraku is also smoked with it for the same 
purpose, and that the effects of either ganja or 
charas are in no way modified by either tobacco or 
gooraku., ‘Ihe effects of the infusion for drink- 
ing are said to bein no way modified by the ad- 
mixtures referred toin paragraph 29. They are 
said to merely make it palatable. I know of no 
admixture of dhatura for personal consumption or 
for administration to others. ‘The oil of dhatura 
is mixed with ganja for external application, see 
paragraph 40, 

57. Charas is never eaten here. Ganja is some- 
times eaten by fakirs and sadhus when they are 
unable to procure fire. Its narcotic properties 
when eaten are said to be stronger than when 
smoked or drunk, aud that the effects last longer. 
For the effects of bbang, see paragraph 41. 


58. 1 do consider that the system of Excise 
Administration in respect of hemp drugs in this 
State is capable of improvement, 

59. There are in all three licensed venders of 
these drugs in this State—one in the city of Cam- 
bay, and two in different villages, The licenses 
to deal in these drugs aie sold by auction to the 
highest lLidders, but beyond this there is 
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practically no control over the licensees in any way. | 
They are at liberty to sell any quantity and | 
import these drugs without duty, They keep no 

accounts, and their shops are never inspected. 

One of the licensees of this State keeps a shop in 

Petlad, which is a large town io Baroda territory, 

and about three miles from Fanganee, which is in | 
Cambay territory, and where ke has a'shop also, | 
In Petlad this man can only sell one seer of any of 

these drugs atatime, whereas he can sell any 

quantity at Fanganee. In consequence of import 

dues and license-fees these drugs cost double the 

price at Petlad that they do at Fanganee, which | 
is close by. I think it is very desirable that the 
vendors of these drugs should be made to keep 
accounts showing their imports and sales, and 
that their shops, stock-in-trade and books should 
be periodically inspected vy some responsible reve- ; 
nue or police officer, The licensees in this State | 
get their supply of these drugs wherever it can 

be had at the cheapest rate. ‘he local consumers , 
of these drugs bitterly complain of their inferior | 
quality. The licensee at Fanganee imports bhang 
and ganja from Ahmednagar (Deccan), and he 
vecasionally supplies the Cambay vendors, who 
also buy these drugs in Baroda and import them 
free of duty. I am of opinion that the sale of 
these drugs to one individual should be limited to 
a reasonable quantity ; and that the vendors should 
not be allowed to sell them wholesale indiscrimi- | 
nately as they do at present, 


60. Ganja is not prepared in this State, 
61. Charas is not produced in this State. 


62. I have no idea of the cultivation of the 
hemp plant, 


63. Charas is not sold in this State, Ganja 
and bhang are sold wholesale and retail, Iam | 
of opinion that the sale of these drugs, except to | 
vendors, should be restricted to a reasonable | 
quantity. 


64. There are no regulations in this State 
governing the export and import of these drugs 
or their transport within the State. There is no — 
_ import duty on any of these drugs in this State. 

They are not exported unless surreptitiously. | 


There is a wide field open for the illicit. trade in 
these drugs in this State, As an instance of 
which the licensee at Fanganee is allowed to im- 
port any quantity of these drugs without duty. 
Whereas in Petlad, which is close by, where he 
holds a license for the sale of these drugs from 
the Baroda State, he has to pay import duty on 
these drugs. The price of these drugs at Petlad 
is double thatat Fanganee. ‘This leaves a wide 
field open to this man to smuggle these drags 
from Fanganee, where they are imported free of 
duty, to Petlad, where he has to pay heavy duty 
and license-fees. I am of opinion that an import 
duty should be levied on these drugs. 


65. There is no tax on tuese drugs in this State. 


66. There is only one kiad of ganja used in this 
State which is cither imported direct from Ahmed- 
nayar (Deccan) or from Baroda. As far as I 
am able to gather, the ganja farmer of the Baroda 


| State imports all his drugs from Ahmedvagar 


(Deccan). Round ganja is not used here, 


67. There is no tax on these drugs in this State. 


63. There are no houses or shops in this State 
where these drugs are consumed on the premises. 
Where such houses and shops exist, I think it is 
very desirable that they should be open to inspec- 
tion by the police, as in the case of liquor shops 
aud other places of public resort. 


69. There are no shops for the consumption of 
these drugs on the premises in this State. 


70. There is only one man in this State who 
imports these drugs. He has a shopat Fanganee, 
which is surronuded by Baroda and British terri- 
tory. fis sales of these drugs at l’anganee are 
more than at Petlad, which is alarge town. This, 
I think, can be accounted for by the fact that 
these drugs are much cheaper at Fanganee than at 
Petlad, ‘I'he other two vendors in this State get 
their supply of these drugs from him sometimes, 
aud they also get it from Baroda or wherever they 
find the cheapest market. There is no import 
duty on these drugs in this State. The jiceusee 
of Fanganee tells ine he pays an export duty at 


, the rate of Rs. 5 on every three Bengal roaunds. 


This he says he pays at Ahmednagar, 





60. Evidence of Kuan Banapur Nanapuoy Cowasst, Parsi, City Police Inspect- 
or, Surat. 


I had opportunities for several years of coming | 
into contact with such persons when I was in | 
Kathiawar, Some of them consumed ganja and | 
bhang in excessive, and some in moderate quanti- | 
ties. After the receipt of Government orders, I | 
have endeavoured to seek information from differ. | 
ent directions where I thought it was possible to 
get some reliable particulars. I have consulted | 
my subordinate Police Officers and licensed vendors 


of ganja and bhang and also with some cf the 
consumers, 





2, Charas and chur are not prepared and sold in 
this district. Flat ganja only is produced and suld 
in this district, and it is knowa by the name of 
ganja. 

“ Bhang” goes under that name chiefly. 
Sometimes it is called subji or maya. 


3. Iam not aware of this, 
4, 6 and 6, I do not know, 
7. Hemp is cultivated to a small extent in 


two talukas of this district, Olpad and Chorasi ; | 
vol. vii. 





and the land used for this purpose may be about 
3U acres, 


8. In consequence of the restrictions imposed by 
the Abkari Act, for transporting and exporting 
ganja and bhang, and for their sale and possession, 
the cultivation was give up owing to its being 
troublesome and unremunerative. 


9. The soil required forhemp enltivation ought 
to be best yellow or sandy. It cannot grow in black 
soil, The ground requires to be well ploughed, 
and ought to be frequently weeded. Two crops 
can be obtained during one year, but not in the 
same land. Kharif crop is said to possess more 
narcotic properties than the rabi. 


10. The cultivators are of the same class as 
other agricultural cultivators. 
11, 12 and 18. I do not know. 


14, Bhang is produced in this district in Olpad 
and Chorasi talukus, but ganja aud charas are 
not prepared in tiis disteict. 


U 
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15. The following is the methed of manufac- 

turing bbang :— 

After cutting the plants and allowing them 
to dry for some days they are tied up 
in bundles and taken to the threshing 
floor in order to separate the seeds and 
leaves from the stalks and then passing 
through a sieve to remove the broken 
small twigs and rubbish from it. 


16. Bhang is prepared by the consumers in 
their own houses and sometimes at the licensed 
vendor’s shop, where they drink on the premises. 
Ganja can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown, but I am unable to say whether 
“anja or charas can be prepared from the wild 
plant wherever grown. 


17. By no particular class of people which I 
can mention. 


18, Bhang deteriorates in quality after twelve 
months, so the ganja loses to some extent its In- 
toxicating qualities after twelve months or more, 
and becomes unfit for smoking. The above is the 
period for which bhang and yzanja remain in good 
condition with ordinary care, Generally damp 
weather affects them, from which they ought to 
be protected. Want of such care leads to their 
early deterioration ; no special remedies are known 
by which their quality can be preserved longer. 

19, Charas is not imported in this district, nor 
isit obtainable. Ganja is almost used for smok- 
ing only, ‘To a very limited extent it is used in 
the preparation of majum, pak or yakuti, The 
majum prepared with the admixture of ghee ob- 
tained by boiling small leaves, and if it is prepared 
with care and skill, can be kept in good order for 
about five or six months, 

20. Generally ali classes of people in all locali- 
ties smoke ganja; even some of the people of 
hicher classes do smoke. 


In this district about 3 per cent. of the popu- 
lation are habitual ganja smokers, chiefly fakirs, 
sadhus and bairagis, 


21. Flat ganja is more preferred for smoking ; 
round ganja is not generally used here, 


22, Charas is not used nor sold in this district, 
23. Bhang is not used for smoking, 


24, People more or Jess in this district drink 
bhang during the hot season as a cooling bever- 
age, but no one seems to eat the same. 


25. Bhang is used to a limited extent for drink- 
ing. As to the extent of the use of ganja, please 
see answer to question No, 20, The consump- 
tion of ganja and bhang in this distict is on the 
decrease owing to their increased price, which pre- 
vents the poor classes of pecnle using them to the 
same extent as they used to do before. Also the 
decrease is due to increasing general use of liquor 
in these days, specially cheaper kinds of Europe 
spirits, 

26. (a) About 60 to 70 persons may be said as 
moderate cousumers and may spend one pie to 
three pies on ganja per day. 

(6) Out of hundred ganja smokers three to four 
persons may be excessive smokers, ‘They may 
spend about half an anna per dav for it. Gene- 
rully they do not consume the whole quantity to 
themselves, but such consumers have one or more 
companions to whom they generally contribute 
some quantity out of their own. 


(c) About 10 per cent. may be occasional smok- 
ers, t.¢,, those who do not themselves buy ganja, 


but avail themselves of the offers made by~ their 
friend smokers, 


27. The smoking of ganja is confined generally 
to the lower classes of people. No such limitation 
is met with as regards the use of dbbang, 


The same remarks apply tv this answer as men- 
tioned in No. 26. 


28, Please see my answer to question No, 26, 


29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
when used for smoking ; generally equa! quantities 
of ganja and tobacco are mixed together. It is 
said that to suppress the bad smell of ganja and 
to have moderate effects of the same, they gene- 
rally mix tobace, So far as I know dhatura is not 
used with ganja. 


“ Bhang massala” is not kept ready made for 
sale by the bhang-vendors, but consumers of 
bhang generally bring as many ingredients as they 
like, according to their taste, from grocers, 


30. Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to be in company of one or more persons, 
except those who indulge in smoking ganja 
secretly. Generally ganja-smoking is confined 
te the male sex, and persous of all ages smoke it. 
Some of the females, wives,and other relatives of 
sadbus and bairagis who wander about the country 
also smoke ganja. Bhang beverage is sometimes 
partaken of by females and children, but very 
seldom ; but ganja is not given to children to 
smoke. 


31. The habit of smoking can be acquired if it is 
smoked for about ten or twelve times ; moderate 
consumers can break off the habit if they abstain 
from it fora short time. Excessive smokers of 
ganja may find difficulty in breaking off the 
habit, and for some days without it they may 
suffer from want of appetite, indigestion, and do 
not feel inclined to work. Moderate smokers 
may suffer also, but to a slight extent. 


32, Generally in the worship of Shiva on the 
Maha Shivaratri day some preparation of bhang 
is sprinkled over the Shiva Lingum, and some 
placed in a vessel near it as an offering which is 
afterwards distributed amongst the worshippers 
who may have gathered there; such is the prac- 
tice going on in some of the mandirs, The 
consumption in this ceremony is not likely to 
become a habit, as generally the worshippers there 
who are addicted to its use receive and drink 
only a little quantity which can be held in the 
palms of their hand, 


33. Bhaug-drinking is not Jooked upon as 
degrading if taken in a moderate quantity ; even 
a respectable person would nut mind his friend 
knowing that he occasionally takes bhang. 
With regard to ganja-smoking the case is differ. 
ent, because in higher classes it is looked upon 
as unbecoming and disgraceful, It is considered 
to be intended for mendicants, bairagis and fakirs. 
There is no such custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant on any occasion in this district. 


34. It would be a serious privation to fakirs, 
bairagis and sadhu mendicants, and such habitual 
smokers to be compelled to forego the use of 
ganja. Generally these people live on alms, and 
from their co-religionists, among whom liquor 
drinking is treated as sin as ‘t cannot be con- 
cealed, while they can receive sympathy and alms 
from the members of their community, and also 
they can conceal the effects of smoking ganja. 
Such mendicants in order to pass away their time 
and to remain free from the effects of their anxie- 
ties require some intoxication, As long as there is 
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nothing else equally cheap and effective to take | 


the place of ganja, the consumers can be content 
with this drug. 


35, The prohibition may not amount to any- 
thing like a political danger, but the discontent 
among the lower and ignorant classes would be 
great, so entire prohibition is not advisable, 
1t would, bowever, I consider, lead to increase in 
the consumption of alcoholie stimulants. I think 
that the use ofaleohol is gradually taking the 
place of bhang among the better class of con- 
sumers in this district, probably owing to the 
facilities in obtaining low-priced foreign spirit, 
tke importation of which has increased during the 
recent years, 


36. I consider the use of alcohol is gradually 
taking the place of bhang among better classes of 
people in this district, probably due to the in- 
creased facilities, especially in towns, for obtain- 
ing cheap foreign spirits, the importation of 
which seems to have increased enormously. 

37. I have already mentioned above that charas 
is not produced nor sold in this district. Those 
who have smoked charas say that its effects are 
much stronge? than those of ganja, and a small 
quantity of it produces more intoxication, 


38, Only flat ganja is sold and consumed in 
this district, so I am unable to furnish inform- 
ation on this subject. 


39, Bhangis used for drinking purposes, and 
ganja for smoking. The habitual smoking of 
hemp preparations is more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of bhang, 

40, Bhang is sometimes used by native doctors. 
In the treatment of cattle disease bhang or ganja 
is not used in this district, 


41, (2) Those who are even moderate consumers 
of ganja do not feel hungry till they smoke it 
It is said to increase appetite or strengthen diges- 
tion. In the case of such consumers sometimes 
it assists digestion, and it is smoked with that 
object after having a heavy meal at caste dinners, 


(4) Consumers think that ganja-smoking always 
helps to undergo exertion and fatigue. 


(c) Ganja is not used as a febrifuge, but bhang 
is sometimes used in cases of fever by some 
persons. 


{d) I do not know. 


Persons in well-to-do circumstances do not, 
except in some cases when travelling, smoke 
ganja to counteract the effects of bad water. 


42, As farasI know, moderate use of ganja is 
not harmful, nor is it beneficial. In moderate use 
if the consumers are in a position to get proper 
quantity of food, milk, and ghee, it will not pro- 
duce bad effects. It is Sos injurious and weak- 
ens the consumers, specially those persons who 
are not able to get sufficient food, I have come 
to these conclusions after having consultation with 
some of the ganja-smokers. 

43. Yes. 

44. The habitual consumer of 
hunger soon aiter smoking it, as it produces in- 
toxication, and the smoker feels refreshed. ln 
some cases the effects do vot lust for more’ than 
two hours, und if a consumer does not get smok- 
ing at its time, he feels sometimes headaches or 


uneasiness, 
45, Kindly see answer to question No. 42. 


Young persons in habit of smoking ganja for 
some time are induced to incur habits of debau. 


vol. Vii. 


ganja feels 


chery, but not so great as caused by other intoxi- 
eating things. Ganja taken in large quantity 
for smokiug may produce insanity in a few cases. 


46 and 47. I do not know, 


48. Idon’t think the habitual, moderate, or 
excessive use is likely to become hereditary habit 
or to affect the caildren of such consumers, 


49, It is not used as an aphrodisiac, nor is it 
used by prostitutes. The excessive smoking of 
ganja may bring impotency, and so it is used by 
sadhus for this purpose. 

50, Excessive use for a length of time might 
produce impotency. 

51, Ganja smokers and bhang drinkers are not 
supposed to be connected with crimes in general 
or with crimes of any special character. 


%, Ido not think that excessive use of any 
of these drugs has any connection with general 
or special class of crime. However, in one case 
to my knowledge it so occurred that in November 
1885 in Broach certain Talavias having gathered 
together one morning, and after smoking ganja, 
committed a riot in that town, in which the Su- 
perintendent of Police, Mr. Preseott, was killed. 
Further particulars, if required, way be obtained 
from Broach. 

53. The above is the only case I know of. 


54. Generally it is not so, but the above case 
came to my notice which 1 have mentioned al- 
ready, 

55. Ido not think that the different prepara- 
tions of hemp are so used, but ganja, I should say, 
might induce such persons to commit crimes if 
partaken in a large quantity by persons unaccus- 
tomed to its use, 


56. The effects of ganja are modified by mixing 
tobacco and those of bhang by mixiog different 
spices. 

57, I do not know. 


58. The Excise Administration regarding hemp 
drugs is working well, and I do not see what 
further suggestions I van offer as to its improve- 
ment, 


59 and 60. I do not know. 

61. Charas is not made in this district. 

62, I do not know. 

63. I have no objection to offer to the present 
system of its working, 

64. I do not know. 

65. I have no suggestion to make in this con- 
nection. 


6 and 67. I cannot say. 


68, In the city of Surat and in the district the 
preparations of bhang and ganja are only sold. 
There are 22 shopsin this district, and the annual 
consumption is 50 maunds of ganja and 40 of 
bhang. 

69, The wishes of the residents of the locality 
are very seldom consulted in this district before 
opening a shop therein. Such objections are very 
seldom raised. Ido not remember a single case 
known to me. Preparations of hemp are very 
often sold by grain-sellers, tobacco shopkeepers, 
and their sale does not appear objectionable to 
neighbours. 

70, This district is surrounded by Gaekwari 
territory, and in old Gaekwari time ganja and 
bhang Were no doubt smuggled from these States, 
but the introduction of the license ca in 
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Gaekwari territory has prevented smuggling, and 
owing to this the increased sale of bhang and 
ganja had taken place since the new system intro- 
duced in Gaekwari territory. 


Letter from the Collector of Broach ap- 
pended to NanaBHoy Cowasdl’s evidence. 


Replying to your letter No, 9, dated 2]st ultimo, 
I have the honour to inform you that the riot 
referred to took place at Broach in November 
1885. Tho rioters were a band of Talavias (an 
aboriginal depressed tribe) who, under stress of 
poverty and on account of various imaginary 
grievances, had combined to urge a demand for sub- 
sistence, land, ete., upon the authorities, Failing 
to get satisfaction they remained for some time 
under the influence of a “ Bhagat,” or religious 
leader, who excited their fanaticism by a promise 
of the Raj of Broach. He told them (and probably 
believed) that he could turn bullets into water, 
should they attack the English authorities, and 
actually went through a ceremony of planting his 
flag on one of the Broach bastions. The proceed- 
ings of this small band of outcastes, who seldom 
assembled in any numbers, attracted little atten- 
tion and, when noticed, were regarded as the 
harmless pranks of a few ignorant beggars, On 
the occasion in question, however, about 200 of 
the T'alavias came together and marched to the 
Collector’s bungalow, armed with bows and arrows 
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and clubs. They were regarded as ordinary pro- 
cessionists and were not interfered with. Failing 
to find the Collector, they marched towards the 
town without apparently any precise object and 
on the road were overtaken by Mr. Prescott, 
District Superintendent of Police, whom, either 
mistaking him for the Collector or in a fit of blind 
fanaticism, they at once attacked and killed. After 
other less important outrages they came into colli- 
sion with the pursuing police, who fired several 
volleys at them and put them to flight with the 
loss of a few killed. Most of the rioters were 
apprehended before long, and after trial the leaders 
were hanged, the remainder being sentenced to 
transportation or various terms of imprisonment. 


2, The connection of these events with the 
cousumption of ganja is very slight. I have examin- 
ed the record of the trial and other papers cou- 
nected with the case, and find that the rioters are 
said by an approver to have started on the march 
to the Collector’s house after having “ first bathed 
and made the red mark and smoked ganja.” 1 find 
no other reference to the subject. The District 
Judge in his finding merely remarks that the ac- 
cused acted as described by the approver, 


3. No doubt the rioters did smoke ganja, but 
there is nothing to show that they were in a state 
of ganja intoxication or that they took it otherwise 
than as they might have taken alcohol or any other 
stimulant before proceeding to an important under- 
taking, 





61. Evidence of Mr. J. A. GurpEr, Inspector of Police, Munmad, 


51. My experience, based on over twelve years’ 
service in the Bombay City and District Police, nega- 
tives the first portion of this question. The modet- 


ate use of the drugs has no material effect on crime | 


in general or on crime of avy special character. 

52. The excessive use of any of the drugs is not 
indulged in by bad characters to any calculable 
extent. Crime in general is not influenced by the 
small percentage of the criminal class who go in for 
excessive indulgence. Isvlated cases of violent. 
crime do sometimes occur, perpetrated by persons 
under an excessive influence of bhang unintentionally 
brought about, These instances are, however, rare, 


53. Occasional excessive indulgence in bhang has 
a tendency in non-habitual consumers to crimes of 
unpremeditated violence, much in the same way as 
the effect of alcohol on certain temperaments. I 
know of no case in which an excessive indulgence 
in this drug has led to homicidal frenzy, 

54, Not asa rule, except in cases of habitual 
consumers, who indulge init to steady their nerves, 
in the same way as an ordivary consumer of alcohol 
would resort to his peg before entering upon an 


undertaking in which he desires to have his wits 
about bim, 


55. Some of the class of criminals who drug 
people for the commission of crime use ganja as a 
means of bringing about stupor to facilitate the 
execution of their designs. Travellers on the road 
or putting up at dharmsalas are generally the 
victims in these cases, The drug is administered 
under the disguise of a friendly smoke of tobacco, 
and is seldom administered pure, in order to avoid 
suspicion and to render the stupor more intense, as 
complete stupefaction cannot be induced by a 
moderate effect of the pure drug such as would 
result from an ordinary smoke. I know of a 
ease in which a mau who was an habitual ganja 
smoker was rendered completely insensible by 
being given pounded dhatuva seeds mixed with 
ganja to smoke. He was so completely stupefied 
that one of his legs was broken by being struck 
with a heavy stone without his being aware of it, 
Comple stupefaction can be induced by this drug 
alone without admixture if admiuistered in suffi- 
ciently large quantities. 





62. Evidence of Rao Saute PransHankar, .Brahmin, Inspector of Police, 
Detective Branch, Bombay. 


18. Yes, they deteriorate by keeping. Yes, after 
two years it quite loses its effect. With ordinary 
care these drugs will keep good for from eighteen 
to twenty-four months after they are first obtained 
from the plant. Contact of external air, exposure, 
evaporation, and consequent effects are the causes 


of deterioration, No special measures cau be taken 
to prevent deterioration. 


| 


19. Ganja and charas are only used for smoking. 

20, Sadhus, bairagis, fakirs, pardesis, some gold- 
smiths, some Brahmins, and even a few of the re- 
spectable classes smoke ganja and charas. Among 
the sadhus, fakirs, etc. the proportion may be about 
60 per cent., and among other classes the proportion 
varies from 1 per cent. to 3 per cent. 

21, Flat ganja is preferred for smoking. The 
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ganja considered best is known as baluchery ganja, 
which is eight times stronger than the ordinary. 


24. (6) Bbang is drunk by Brahmins, Shrawaks, 
Gosains, Musalmans, goldsmiths, sadhus, etc., and 
even by well-to-do classes in all localities, 


Among the Brahmins, Shrawaks, Gosains, the 
proportion of bhang drinkers is 25 per cent., and 
in others from 1 per cent to 10 per cent. 


25, The use of ganja, bhang and charas is neither 
on the inerease nor on the decrease, Taking the last 
fifteen years’ experience, the use was on the increase 
for the first ten years; but for the last five years, 
the use of alcohol (liquor) has considerably counter- 
acted the slowly growing increase. Experience has 
shown that many ganja smokers and bhang drink- 
ers have left the drug owirg to their intimacy with 
liquor. 


28, For ganja and charas the cost is— 
(a) 4 anna per day per head. 
(2) 1 anna per day per head. 

For bhang the cost is— 


(a) ys anna per day per head. 
(2) + auna per day per head, 


29. (2) With ganja, are mixed ordinarily 
tobacco aud charas and nothing else. 


(6) With ganja dhatura is 
mixed for stupefying the victim, or by habitual 
confirmed excessive smokers, Ganja is also washed 
with rose water or milk and opium or musk is 
sometimes mixed, 


With bhang, ordinarily, only spices, such as 
pepper, saffron, nutmeg, cardamon, sugar, rose 
flowers are mixed for taste, Exceptionally dbatura, 
copper coins, jawar corn are mixed for extra- 
ordinary intoxication, Bhang massala is rarely 
sold in the marker, but is prepared by consumers 
of bhang for ready use. They eat the powder. 
The ingredients generally are bhang, pepper, al- 
mends, and poppy seeds. There are various sorts 
of preparations made from ganja and bhaug. The 
following are ordinary : 

(1) majum, sweetmeat, (2) yakuti, (3) chevda, 
a preparation of rice, (+) preserve of rose flowers 
ealled gulkand, (5) sakar pak, sweetmeat, (6) 
gram, (7) dry ginger, and several other things, 


Ghi or butter is prepared from bhang by the 
following processes :— 


1st. —A quantity of bhang is mixed with water 
and ghi is added, This is boiled for two hours, 
It is then removed and passed through a thin 
eloth, and the bhang dust or refuse is separated. 
It is then allowed to cool, and the ghi is collected 
from the surface, the water being thrown away, 
The ghi thus collected is used to prepare various 
kinds of pleasant sweetmeats, 


2nd.—Instead of water milk is mixed and 
boiled. The bbang dust or refuse is separated 
avd curd is added to the milk, and the same is 
kept for a night. Butter is then churved out of 
the curd. This is more intoxicating than the 
preparation obtained by the first process. . 


30. Children never smoke ganja, but boys of 
and above fifteen years of age dosmoke rarely, As 
for bhang, children of five years and upwards take 
it in exeeptional cases, It is not usual for 
children to use these drugs. 


$1. Yes, merely by company. In the begin- : 
ning it is not difficult to break off; but if the | 
duration of the habit is longer, then it is difficult | 


exceptionally | 


ee OC a 


to break off. Yes, there is always a tendency 


for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive, 


32. I know of no such custom at all. 


33. The consumption of ganja and charas is 
regarded with disfavour by the respectable classes. 
The consumption of bhang is regarded with less 
disfavour. These drugs are considered sacred. as 
Mahadevy, a god, used to drink and smoke it large- 
ly. Bairagis and worshippers use them on this 
account ; but this doctrine does not find favour 
with the educated classes of the present day. 


34. Yes, to habitual excessive consumers and 
habitual moderate consumers it will be. The 
consumers in both the cases will be debarred from 
sharing or enjoying the consequent pleasure in 
their estimation, and where any gvod from a 
medical point of view had been attained, the 
consumers would be most dissatisfied to lose it. 


Hor ganja—The habitual excessive consumers 
may be 1 percent. 


The habitual moderate consumers may be 3 per 
cent, 


For bhang—The habitual excessive consumers 
may be ten per cent. ‘I'be habitual moderate 
cousumers may be fifteen per cent. 


35. Yes, but the drug will most probably be 
consumed by some illicit process, The prohibi- 
tion can be enforced only by legislation. The pro- 
hibition wall occasion serious discontent among the 
consumers ; but it would not amount to a political 
danger. (a), (4), Yes, certainly, 


36. Yes, to bad company, and a growing 
tendency to immorality. It is no shame to take 
liquor for a person who has no social restriction ; 
bat the taking of ganja and charas would be 
viewed with disfavour by almost all concerned. 
In the estimation of many castes, whereas liquor 
taking is not considered shameful, the smoking 
of ganja is a fruitlul source of scandal. 


37. The effeet of charas smoking is stronger 
than the same on account of gunja smoking, 


41. (a), (2) and (c) Yes. 


(d4) By way of forgetting pain, allaying 
fatigue, anxiety, ete., and keeping jolly all round. 
Bhang is also used to give nerve power to the 
brain, and in this connection, Sh:awak jewellers 
often drink it, and they profess to be better able 
to value jewels. 


42. It is beneficial, and the moderate use is 
harmless. The reasons are apparent from my 
veplies to queries Nos. 41, 43, 44, 


43. Yes, quite. 


44 It is exhilarating and inebriating, The 
individual under its effect is for the most part 
cheerful and agreeable. It is refreshing and pro- 
duces sleep, quieting the nervous system. It 
creates appetite. ‘he effect lasts three hours 
generally. Except slight windiness or slight low- 
ness of spirits, and sometimes diarrhea, there is 
no other after-effect. 


Yes, want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness, 


45. (2) None. 

(d), (e) and (d) No, 

(ce) No; but it does induce laziness, 

(f) In moderate doses ganja and not bhang is 
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known rarely to lead to insanity, Such insanity 
is more of a temporary nature than permanent. 
The symptoms are liable to be reintroduced. Insanes 
often do confess to the use of ganja on recovery. 
There is good ground to believe that ganja in 
moderate doses leads to insanity, only if there are 
predisposing causes. I know of a very recent — 
case where a menial servant who showed symp- 
toms of weakness of intellect aud had a bad com- | 
pany turned insane by moderate use of ganja for | 
two months. He hus recovered after six months 
in the asylum, 


I know of a bhang case, in which aboy aged 18 
years first took to moderate drinking of bhang. 
This was followed by occasional smoking of ganja 
in moderate doses. The boy went from moderate | 
to excessive use of both and turned insane, and 
has been sufferiug for the last eight years. He | 
has not yet recovered ; but is suowing signs of | 
improvement of late, 

46. In large doses ganja and even bhang is 
known to lead to insanity, which is curable 
generally. The experience in a lunatic asylum 
is calculated to demonstrate this clearly. The 
average of persons admitted in the Ahmedabad 
Asylum as insane on account of ganja is six per 
year, calculating a five-year’s average. ‘The average 
per year of such insane ganja smokers cured and 
discharged is three. This shows that 50 per cent. 
are curable, 


49. Yes, especially by a few prostitutes. 


51. No, I believe the moderate use of the drugs 
has no connection with crime at all, This is best 
known by the fact that out of the total number of 
persons annually convicted and sentenced there 
are few such consumers—perbaps from three to 
five in a jail, where the number annually is 
1,700, 


52. My reply to this is the same as above. 
Excessive use may lead to unpremeditated violent 
crime in a few cases. I have access to all jails in 
my official capacity, and reply to this by experi- 
ence. 


53, Rarely. Ganja may do so, but not 
bhang. 

54. No, but alcohol is, 

55. Yes, but dbatura is often mixed. Yes in 


Jarge doses, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture, 


68. Yes, I should bave no objection to allow the 
houses or shops, as they are harmlesss, and often 
serve to assist in the detection of crime, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 55,—Persons who are in the habit of 
smoking ganja require some sort of stimulant, 
Bairagis and labourers being poor people, would 
turn to dhutura, which they can get for nothing, 
Such people want a stimulating drug and not a 
sedative like opium. I know no other drug which 
would suit such people’s tastes. Dhatura would 
be smoked with tobacco. The supply of dhatura 
is unlimited. People who can afford it will take 
to toddy or country liquor. Regarding the 
change to dhatura, Iwas referring to excessive 
consumers who want violent stimulant. Moderate 
consumers might not adopt an alternative druc. 
J have seen Bairagis enikige dhatura, ‘The city 
of Broach is holy because of its situation on the 
Narbadda, It is much frequented by the pil- 
grims of the Narbadda, I have therefore had 
many opportunities of observing sadhus, My 
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statement that dbatura isa violent intoxicant is 
based on information given me by these people. 
I may say that dhatura is commonly used even 
now, but by ascetics and fakirs only. The 
higher classes regard it as a dangerousdrug. ‘The 
fakirs do not ; but the lower classes who do not 
use it are afraid of it at present. I have seen the 
effects of dhatura taken in meat or drink. Idon’t 
thiuk the symptoms consequent on dhatura poison- 
ing are those found in a mad man. 


Question 45.—The second case I have described 
has not gone into an asylum. [have known the lad 
for the last sixteen yeais. He was about ten years 
old when I made his acquaintance. He belongs to 
the place where I reside, my vative town Surat. 
I am in a position to know him intimately. He 
began to take bhang in the form of drink at eleven 
years of age. ‘Ihe people with whom he was 
living took bhang, and he therefore learnt the 
practice. His doses gradually increased during 
tive or six years. Then he began to smoke ganja, 
and gradually exceeded with that drug also, In 
two or three years he began to show symptoms of 
madness. He got steadily worse. ‘There was no 
improvement till recently, during the last six 
months. He has now left off taking both bhaug 
and ganja. He was indulged with bhang by his 
friends out of pity after he became mad: but bis 
gavja was stopped. For the last three years the 


| bhang also has been discontinued. ‘I'he small 


doses of bhang affected him differently at 
different times. They sometimes excited and 
sometimes soothed him. The father and grand- 
father of tie boy were healthy, and the family 
were healthy. ‘The mother became insane in her 
later years, when the boy was about fourteen years 
old. No member of the family took bhang; but 
the connections with whom he lived did so, I 
can recall no other case of insavity which has not 
gone intoanasylum. 1 have had to hold the 
police enquiry into one or two cases of lunatics 
picked up in Broach city. I was Police Inspector 
there, In those cases the insanes were ultimate. 
ly handed over to their relatives, who turned up 
afterwards. ‘The result of the evquiry in these 
cases was reported to the Magistrate. The report 
in one case stated that the man was violent, in 
another dangerous to others. I can’t remember 
enquiring into the cause of insavity in these 
cases or making any reports on that point; but 
the particulars of the man’s condition and the 
necessity for keeping him in custody were stated. 
This report was not on a printed form, but on the 
form of an ordivary report. 


Question 51.—I am speaking from my 
knowledge of the population cf the Abmedabad 
jail. Compariug the proportion given in my 
answer 20, [hold the opinion that the proportion 
of hemp drug consumers in the jail is much 
lower than it is outside the jail walls, and I realize 
that this shows that there are very few criminals 
who use the hemp drugs, Ihave seen most of 
the prisoners in almost all the jails in the presi- 
dency, and in the course of my duty, as connected 
with the detective branch of the police, had occa- 
sion to questionjand examine them closely on various 
points. I have paid special attention to this 
point, and am confident of the soundness of my 
opinion. My statement covers convicts admitted 
into the jail for all offences. In regard to alcohol 
also, I maintain that the proportion of criminals 
in jail who are consumers is smaller than that 
among the outside population ; but it is larger than 
in the case of the hemp drugs. In regard to opium 
the proportion is about the same as for alcohol. & 
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base my opinion on my general experience and the 
statements of the prisoners themselves, The 
jail records give no information on the fact 
whether the convicts are consumers of the hemp 


3] 


drugs. I have not questioned each of the 1,700 
prisoners on the pomt. I have sought informa- 
tion from authorities and from prisoners regard- 
ing their fellow-prisoners. 





63. Evidence of SuRGEON-Masor-GENERAL P, S. TuRNBULL, Surgeon-General with 
the Government of Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I am Surgeon-General with the 
Government of Bombay. I have been thirty-three 
years in the Indian Medical Service, all in this pre- 
sidency. I bave been in military and civil employ; 
more than half of my service in the latter. I am 


Surgeon-General since February last. I have no 


special asylum experience, nor any special insanity 


experience, except as a visitor and inspecting offi- 
cer of asylums and prisons. I was Inspector-Gen- 
eral of Prisons in the Bombay presidency for two 


years. 
Question 45.—I have no personal experience of 
the effects of the hemp drugs, on the people, 
have I come to any very definite conclusions re- 
garding the connection of the drugs with insanity. 
From enquiry of medical officers in charge of asy- 
ums and others I have ascertained that they are 
said to be a cause of insanity. 1 believe them to 
he an exciting if uot a predisposing cause of in- 
sanity. I have not given the matter special atten- 


The statistics show that a considerable proportion 
of insanes owe their insanity to the hemp drugs. 
I have no statistics beyond those contained in the 
asylum reports. ‘The statistics do not distinguish 
between exciting and predisposing caase of insani- 
ty. Itis eight or ten years since I was Inspector- 
General of Prisons. A certain number of prison- 
ers was annually shown as having been transferred 
to asylums, but the effects of the drugs on crime 
generally did not come under my observation, I 
¢aunot say what proportion of the prisoners so 
transferred owed their insanity to the hemp drugs. 
Nor can I say that I remember for certain that 
any of them were hemp cases. 

I know the procedure followed by the Civil 
Surgeou in dealing with cases of insanity referred 
to him for observation. My impression is that 
hemp drag insanity differs from other insanity 
simply in respect to its cause. The cause can 
therefore be satisfactorily ascertained only by 


history. This would be true also of all kinds of | 


insanity. ‘To diagnose cause it is essential to have 
an accurate history, No accurate history could 
ve derived from a man who could not distinguish 
betiween coincident and causal connection. I am 
aware that enquiries in these cages are generally 
conducted by a subordinate officer of Police. Even 
if the Civil Surgeon or Superintendent of Asylum 
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finds an opportunity of enquiring for himself, he 
is at the mercy of absolutely ignorant informants, 
but it is rarelyjthe case that he has such opportunity. 
The information obtained in the manner described 
above has hitherto been accepted and acted upon ; 
but it is not in my opinion a trustworthy basis for 
any conclusion regarding the connection between 
hemp drugs and insanity. I think further en- 
quiry is necessary. In my official capacity I have 
had no opportunity of making such enquiry, and 
this is the reason why I have used the word 
“jmpression”’ in regard to my views on the sub- 
ject. The enquiry into causation of all diseases is 
a part of the duty of the medical officer, in order 
to assist him in the treatment of the patient, but 
he has not the means of making such enquiry in 
these cases. The whole history and all facts con- 
nected with it ought at once to be entered in the 
case book as a guide to treatment. Any facet 
coming to knowledge should be so entered, and 
the register ought to be a record of reasouvably 
ascertained facts. It is upon the register that the 
returns are based. There is a column in statement 
VII headed; unknown,” which is intended for 
the entry of cases in which the cause has not been 
ascertained with reasonable acenracy. If this 
column was largely used, I should think it would 
be a matter of ceusure on the person on whom the 
responsibility for enquiry rests. I do not think, 
looking at the present system, that such use of the 
column, provided it is ia accordance with the 
Magistrate’s information, would justify censure 
on the Superiatendent of the Asylam, for he has 
to aceept the material supplied by the Magistrate. 
But he wouid not be justitied in entering a case as 
causa unknown if the Magistrate showed a cause, 
without referring it back to the Magistrate for 
further consideration. There is no actual rule 
that the Superintendent must accept the Magis- 
trate’s record as to cause; but practically he must 
do so, unless he has information to the contrary. 
The diagnosis of course therefore rests with the 
Magistrate except in those cases in which the 
Superintendent may have an opportunity of in- 
vestigating the cause himself. I do not think 
it possible for a lay person to ascertain accurately 
the cause of insanity. There is too much tendency 
to jump to conclusions. A joint enquiry by the 
Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon, if feasible, 
would be the best possible; but it would be difli- 
cult to arrange such procedure, 








64. Evidence of Bricape-SuRGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL G, A. Maconacuig, M.D., 
Principal, Grant Medical College, Bombay. 


1. None. 
2, Possibly ; but I have never heard so, 


19. Lhave never met any one who used any 
form of hemp, so far as I know. 


23. Don't know. 
28 and 29. Don’t know. 


30 to 82. Don’t know. 
36, Can’t say. 

37. Don’t know. 

39 and 40. Don’t know. 


41. So far as I recollect, I never prescribed any 
form of Indian hemp tor avy purpose. 
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42, Being prejudiced against the drug when 45 and Al, Don’t know. 
first studying Materia Medica, I have ignored it 49. Don’t know. 


ever since. 57, Have no experience. 


44. Don’t know. Writers on Materia Medica 4, conclusion, I already reported that I know 


given certain uses for the sent but they are so - nothing whatever about this drug, but have been 
uncertain in their statements that I doubted their again called on to make this report. 
\ 


correctness, and have never used it. 





65. Evidence of BrIGADE-SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL J. ARNOTT, M.D., 
Physician in charge, St. George’s Hospital, Bombay. 


1. Insufficient opportunities, appointments I | festivals, and I have seen low caste Hindus appa- 


have held affordiug no scope for such enquiries, rently under its influence during the Muharram. 
i i 41, Yes. 
0. 1 believe that these drugs are chiefly used ' 
Sai Pe ae re them used by children. 42. I should consider them barmful. 
31. Yes. 45, (¢) to (g) Yes. 


32. I believe bhang is used during religious 





66. Evidence of SuRcuON-Masor D. N. Paraka, Parsi, Surgeon to the Gocul Dass 
Tejpal Hospital, Malabar ITitl, Bombay. 


1, Ihave bad very few opportunities; have met nearly twenty years in the Indian Medical Service, 
with ouly one case of a man “ running amuck ? in partly with regiments, and for the last twelve 
military practice ; and have seen a few persons | years in the Civil Department. I have had no spe- 
addicted to the habit, and four or five cases of | cial experience of insanity, The four or five cases 
poisoning by Cannabis indica, 1 have not had ; of poisoning I refer to in my first answer Were eases 
charge of avy lunatic asylums, where alone cases | of intoxication from ganja. They were brought to 
are met with of insanity from this cause, and where | the hospital and treated there. They all recover- 
such experience as would enable one to answer these | ed, and there were bo serious results. I had 
questions could be gained. | no occasion to diagnose these cases from the 
gt iyee>) Be the Gite neuiee, | symptoms, because the people said they bad been 

; taking ganja. Diagnosis from symptoms alone 

: D d | would have been very difficult. In one or two of 
petite, and gives staying-power under severe ex- | ¢1.4 cases the contents of the stomach were pumped 
ertion. This I have noticed in the very few cases : out as well as I remember; but they were not 
Ihave seen. It does not act as a febrifuge or pre- | gent to the Chemical Analyser, because there was 
ventive of disease. By bhang I mean the infue |), question of foul play and no fatal result. 
sion of the leaves and seeds commonly called subji. | 
| 
1 


41. Very moderate use of bhang increases ap- 


Without the contents of the stomach diagnosis 

Bhang in the form of infusion I have known | between dhatura and ganja would be practically 
to produce the following effects in the persons who | impossible, 

: eS ¥ reach ge ives | em i . . . . 
take it habitually ;—It refreshes them, gives ve | Question 45.—The cases I had in mind in my 
pleasant ideas and increases the appetite, The | ‘ ; 
here - | answer 45 probably include the cases referred to 
after-effects ave depression and mentat obruseation ; | . : “ 
wenlitittacbeucnhent\-cerabifehtiot salves spindbae eer ae 46, and my answer 45 should be taker 
one si 4 8 I as referring to excessive use as regards these cases, 
fs rf )Y i lam uot prepared with full details of the cases 
5. (a es, mental, 


referred to, for I have no record of them. 

(c) Not, if bhang is moderately used. Question 46.—There were two or three persons 

(f) Yes. It acts as an exciting cause where , whom I had to send to asylums for insanity caused 
there is a predisposition, but in the very few eases | by the excessive smoking of ganja; but they oc- 
1 have seen there was no predisposition, and yet | curred so long azo that I have no recollection 
it caused insanity, homicidal in character and tem- | either of the exact number of them or of their 
porary. details. The last of these cases must have occur- 

46. Ihave seen a case of “ running arauck ” attri- 


red in 1876 or 1877. As well as I remember, 
butable to this cause (gavja-smoking), the man | I did make enquiry in these cases regarding pre- 
running blindly acd furiously and shooting at | disposition to insanity, and found no such causes, 
everyone he met on the road, I have seen an- The two cases mentioned in answer 46 were not 
other case where a wild maniacal delirium followed 


sent to the asylum, and are distinct from those 
the excessive smoking, and the man ultimately referred to above, They occurred about the same 
became paralysed, 


time as the others, and I can give no more detail 
about them than is recorded in the answer, 1 be- 
lieve they were true ganja cases; but I cannot be 
certain that no other drug was used. I cannot be 
certain that the insanes did not take liquor; but 
there was no delirium tremens or other symptoms 
of alcoholie poisoning. The man who ran amuck 
was noisy and violent. He first killed the man 
against whom he had a grudge, and then turned 
his rifle against any other person he came across. 


49, I have seen some men use bhang as an 
aphrodisiac, Yes, to the last question. 


Oral evidence. 


EE 


Question 1.—Iam Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons and L.R.C.P. I attended the 
University College, London, I have served for 
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Tn the other case, there was great violence and 
delirium, which was followed by great depression, 
and finally the man became paralysed, as far as 
Iremember. Acute mania was the prominent 
symptom in both cases, I have not seen acute 
mania from the effects of dhatura, but am not pre- 
pared to say that it does not result. There is a 
variety of acute mania called transient mania, 
Ganja-smoking may be a cause of such mania; 
but it is not necessarily connected with toxic sub- 
stances, such as ganja and dhatura. I could not 
diagnose the transient mania that results from 
toxic causes from that due to other causes. I 
bave never examined a brain of a ganja insane, 
nor have I read that any lessons are to be found 
in such cases. I should accept Dr. Warden’s state- 
ment that they have not been discovered. The 
ultimate paralysis in one of the cases was not, I 
believe, due to ganja, and was not consistent with 
the ganja theory ; but the other symptoms he had 
may have been caused by ganja. The diagnosis 
of a case of ganja insanity depends almost entire- 
ly on previous history. The suddenness of onset 
and other symptoms afford little guide to diagnos- 
is. The diagnosis is practically one “ by exclu- 
sion,” In attributing the insanity in these cases 


charge of the Gokaldass Hospital. 


to ganja, J cannot say that Iam satisfied that I 
excluded all other causes, The diagnosis in the 
two cases rested on statements made by the 
friends, I had no experience at that time of the 
moderate use of the drugs. The only cases I saw 
were those described. Since 1876 to 1877 I have 
seen no cases of insanity arising from ganja- 
smoking or the use of the hemp drugs in any 
form. ‘these last twelve years I have been in civil 
surgeoncies for three years, and for nine years in 
This hospital 
does not admit insanity cases. If we suspect 
insanity, the patient is handed over to the police, 
who make arrangements for disposing of him. 
The man who ran amuck did not come to hospital, 
and the case was not under my observation. He 
shot himself. I cannot say exactly whether the 
man was intoxicated or insane; but it was ganja 
which upset him. I cannot say whether it is 
possible to differentiate between intoxication and 
insanity eaused hy the hemp drugs, except in the 
matter of duration of the attack, This attack 
lasted, as faras I know, only a few minutes. I 
know nothing of the man’s state before he ran 
amuck except that he smoked ganja. 





67. Evidence of SURGEON-Masor I. W. B. Born, Superintend nt, Colaba Lunatic 
Asylum, Bombay. 


1. About seventeen years’ service in India, ; 


during which I served three and a half years with 
regiments, seven years as Civil Surgeon and Super- 
intendent of a Jail, and about three and a half 
years as Superintendent, Colaba Lunatic Asylum. 


2, Yes; they are locally known as (a) ganja, 
(0) charas, and (ce) bbang. 

19, Ganja and charas are both used for smok- 
ing. Gavja is also used in the treatment of cattle 
for diseases of the digestive system, and ganja 
mixed with tobacco is used as an application to 
Jocal inflammations. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 
28. (a) About 4 tolas, cost about 4 annas. 
(b) Up to 12 tolas, cost 1 rupee. 


The above refers to the use of ganja and charas 
used in smoking, As regards bhang, moderate 
consumers, about 2 annas worth per diem, and 
excessive consumers, § annas per diem. No exact 
weight can be mentioned, as bhang is given in 
solution with sugar and bhang massala. About 
1 tola full for moderate, and 3 tolas for exces- 
sive consumers. 


29, (a) Ordinarily tobacco (country) is mixed 
with ganja as well as with charas. 

(1) Dhatura is used sometimes with ganja to 
increase its intoxicant effects. 

Bhane massala contains bhang } seer, sugar | 
seer, massala (consisting of almonds 2 tolas, pista- 
chio nuts 2 tolas, poppy seeds 1 tola, aniseed 4 tola, 
cardamoms >; of a tola, rose petals {fresh) 1 tola, 
charolee 1 tola, plums or raisins 1} tola, black 
pepper 3 tola), water, cold, 24 ounces. : 


30. Bhang is chiefly used in company; ganja 
and cbaras are also used in company. These 
drugs are also consumed in solitude, but to a 
limited extent, 

The use of these drugs is mainly confined to 
male sex; although it is also used to considerable 
extent among the lower class of females, such as 
Chamars and Dheds. It is not usual to give 
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these drugs to children, but in exeeptional cases 
bhang is used in the form of bala golee, wiz., pills 
mixed with aromatics, for colic in infants, and also 
us a sedative in restlessness of new-born infants. 

31. The habit is easily formed, and easily left 
off, This refers only to the use of drinking bhang. 
The smoking of ganja aud charas, however, is said 
to be diffieult to leave off. ‘There is a tendeucy to 
increase the drug. 

32. Smoking ganja and charas is prevalent in 
social meetings of a friendly nature. Bhang is 
very seldom used asa drink in religious ceremo- 
nies, though it is used considerably on holidays as 
Dewali, Dussera, and pleasure parties. 

36. Ganja, charas and bhang are preferred to 
alcohal, as they are cheaper, and it does not appear 
that alcohol is substituted in their stead. 

37, Charas is a stronger preparation than ganja, 
and the intoxication produced thereby is more 
lasting in its effects. ‘Ihe intoxication resulting 
from the use of ganjassmoking lasts usually for 
about a couple of hours, The intoxication pro- 
duced by bhang results in a condition of hilarity 
and hallucinations of a pleasurable nature, and 
during this condition the appetite is enormously 
increase‘, 

39. Smoking gauja and charas appears to be 
more injurious than the drinking of bhang, be- 
cause drinking is indulged in to a limited extent, 
while smoking the drug is indulged in to a larger 
extent. 


40. Ganja is commonly used as a medicine in- 
ternally in digestive disorders affecting cattle. 
It is used by native practitioners, hakims, etc., as 
follows :—Juice of fresh leaves are used to the 
head as a parasiticide ; it allays pain when dropped 
into the ear; also used as an astringent in 
diarrhea, and as a diuretic and to check gonor- 
rheal discbarges. The powdered dry leaves are 
used as an application to ulcers to promote granu- 
lations ; also used locally to check inflammations 
as erysipelas and as an anodyne to local neuralgias. 
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41. (a) Native practitioners use it as such in 
small doses. 


(s) This is a popular belief, but of the truth 
of it there is no reliable evidence obtainable. 


(c) It is used as such in some parts of Bengal. 


It undoubtedly acts as a stimulant and seda- 
tive, and people accustomed to its use can bear 
hunger and work without food for a longer time ; 
so in this way it prevents bodily waste of tissues. 


42. Ido. Ihave not known acase where the 
moderate use of the drag has done harm, 


44, Primarily stimulant; secondarily anodyne, 
sedative and antispasmodic. Narcotic in large 
doses. In small doses it is said to allay hunger ; 
in moderately large doses it is believed to increase 
the appetite ; diuretic and parturifacient proper- 
ties have been assigned to it, but these Jatter 
require confirmation. Narcotic and intoxicant 
effcet usually lasts a couple of hours. Slight 
longing or uneasiness is felt by the want of it. 
No marked after-effects. The following have been 
noted as occurring after its use :—Dullness, lazi- 
ness, redness of the conjunctive, thirst, appetite 
increased, 


45. The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
produces, I think, no deleterious effects. I don’t 
think it impairs the constitution or injures the 
digestion or appetite ; neither have I known any 
cases where it caused dysentery, brouchitis or 
asthma ; nor taken in moderation does it destroy 
the moral sense, nor induce laziness, though it 
undoubtedly stimulates, I think, the sexual ap- 
petite. Ide not think in moderation it deadens 
the intellect or produces insanity. It has always 
appeared to me to be simply the exciting cause of 
insanity. Of itself, and without any predisposing 
cause, it never excites symptoms of insanity when 
taken in moderation, wde paragraph 46, 


46, When taken in excess, and long continued, it 
impairs the brain and intellect, making the person 
taking it heavy, stupid and listless, In this way 
it also impairs the moral sense anid induces lazi- 
ness, with a tendency to immorality. I do think 
that it produces temporary acute mania when 
taken in very excessive doses, with or without 
any predisposing cause. This mania, where there 
is no predisposing cause, passes off in a short time. 
Where there is a predisposing cause, it merely 
excites the disease, which may or may not be per- 
manent, This permanent form may, though com- 
mencing as acute, end in any form of insanity, 
according to its heredity or predisposing cause. If 
temporary insanity is caused, the symptoms are un- 
doubtedly set up again by the excessive use of the 
drug when resumed. There are, as a rule, no 
typical symptoms to distinguish it from insanity 
induced by other causes. Many insanes who have 


no recorded ganja history confess to the use of the 
drug. 


There is no doubt that there are insanes whose 
history shows they were addicted to the drug, 
who have been admitted to this asylum, and 
whose insanity was not due, in my opinion, to it, 
and the use of it was either a coincidence or was 
taken as a medicine for the relief of pain, or to 
allay mental anxiety and brain disease. I have 
no evidence to prove that insanity may often 
tend to indulgence in the hemp drugs by those 
who are deficient in self-control through weakened 
intellect ; but my opinion is that this is so, 


47 and 48, No, 


cen a 


49. Yes; charas-smoking has the effect of in- 
creasing the sexual appetite, and is used for pro- 
ducing this effect. The habitual use of the drug 
as an aphrodisiac is believed to produce impotence. 
Hindus are said generally to use bhang as a drink 
in small doses for producing the effect as an 
aphrodisiac, 


50. It is not used for this purpose in excessive 
doses. © 


56, Among natives dhatura is sometimes mix- 
ed with ganja to increase the intoxication. 


57. Ganja is said sometimes to be eaten in a 
pan-ka-bidda.* In this form it produces slight 
intoxication ; but this is only the ease in excessive 
habitual consumers, 


57 (a). Besides ganja, charas and bhang, there 
is a preparation in the form of a sweetmeat in 
thin, square, semi-transparent, light-greenish 
pieces, about 24 inches square, It consists of 
bhang, sugar, butter, flour and milk, This is also 
eaten to produce its intoxicant and narcotic effects. 
This preparation is known and sold in the bazars 
as under the name of majum. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1,—Apart from my Colaba Asylum 
experience I have had no special experience in 
insanity, though I had of course the usual Netley 
course. The Colaba asylum is my sole charge ; 
but I have on tio occasions officiated in other 
appointments in addition to my duties. I have 
acted as Professor in several chairs in the Grant 
Medical College and as Third Physician, Curator 
of the Museum and Pathologist in the Jamsetji 
Jeejeebhoy Hospital, as well as Presidency Surgeon 
on several occasions, I knew of ganja-smoking 
before my asylum experience ; but I had no oppor- 
tunity of studying its effeets. I probably heard 
of it as a cause of insanity. 

I think that alcohol is much more deleterious than 
hemp drugs. It produces oryanie changes in the 
system. [ have inquired from others and have 
not found that such changes take place from hemp 
drugs. Nor do I know of them from my own 
knowledge. I thinkif they had existed, they 
would have been discovered ere this. Alcohol 
produces induration of the brain when taken to 
excess for a prolonged period. It also produces 
disease of the liver and other organs, which is not 
produced, so far as I know, by any of the hemp 
drugs. The hemp drags “impair the brain” in 
the sense of impairing its activity without produc= 
ing pathological change. It would be better to 
say that they “impair the intellect.” I cannot 
remember at. present other points uf comparison in 
respect to injurious eitects, The prolonged exces- 
sive use of ganja and charas (not bhang) makes a 
man heavy, dull, stupid ; but these same symptoms, 
and worse, would probably be produced by taking 
alcohol in excessive doses for prolonged periods. 
In regard tothe moderate use, I think that it does 
no harm in either hemp drags or aleohol. I have 
been speaking of and comparing the injarious ef- 
fects of the excessive use of both. I have not gone 
into asylum statistics on this point of the differ- 
ence between them in regard to insanity ; but my 
opinion is clear and (I believe) would be supported 
by statistics, As to opium, I think it less harm- 


® Pan-ka-bidda—e small three-cornered packet, usuall 
fastened into shape by a clove, consisting of pan-leaf, betel- 
nut, chunam and cardamom seeds. The above ingredients are 


wanted up in the pan-leaf, and the edge of the leaf fixed by 2 
clove, 


139 


ful than either whetber it is eaten or smoked. I 
know of no organic change taking place in the 
human system from opium, The difference be- 
tween hemp drugs (except bhang) and opium is one 
of degree: the excessive use of ganja or cbaras 
being more deleterious than opium. I think bhang 
is probably, if possible, less deleterious than opium. 
I think that the opium and hemp drug habits are 
about equally practised. ‘Therefore the Colaba 
Asylum statistics seem to bear out my view ; for the 
admissions from hemp drugs are set down as higher 
than the opium cases. The alcoholic habit also is 
not extensively practised by natives, I speak only 
of Bombay. There the use of opium and hemp 
drugs is more general among the natives than 
that of alcohol. I have no statistics, but give my 
own opinion only, The admissions to the asylum 
are from other parts of the country (principally 
Bombay and the surrounding talukas) ; but my 


remarks regarding the people generally are con. | 
J cannot say whether all the | 
_ The symptoms are much the same. 


fined to Bombay. 
mill bands drink. I cannot give detailed statis. 
tics of different classes. I have only stated my 
general impression that there are more hemp drug 
than aleobol consumers in Bombay. I refer tu 
bemp drugs taken as a whole. ‘hose who ina 


year take hemp drugs are more numerous than | 


those who take alcohol ; but I think that the babi- 
tual consumers of alcoho) are more numerous than 
the habitual consumers of hempdrugs, Ganja is 
habitually consumed, bhang (as a rule) more 
oceasionally aud by a Jarge number of the popula- 
tion on festive occasions, 


Question 46,—When a man is received in the 
asylum, papers in forms A and C are received 
with him. This constitutes all the information we 
receive as to previous history in respect to cause. 
Form C is all we have. ‘The medical certificate 
form A usually deals with symptoms only and does 
not deal with cause. 1 find that form C is signed 
as arule by the medical officer who examines the 
patient. He gets his information from various 
sources, generally from the patient’s friends, from 
personal observation, or any other source available. 
I have been Civil Surgeon. My experience was 
that I got the information regarding cause from 
the friends or from the police. Very often I had 
eases where no friends came. In such cases I 








cause from the officer signing the forms. The 
apothecary would differentiate between the 
moderate and excessive use of the drug; but if 
only the moderate use were alleged, we would 
probably enter that cause if no other cause were 
elicited. This has been generally the practice. 
There is no record of the enquiry except the mere 
entry of cause. 


I think that if dhatura were used to increase 
intoxication (vide answer 29 (5)), that though 
generally similar in effect to ganja, it would have 
a stronger effect in inducing acute maniacal symp- 
toms, but not in predisposing to permanent 
insanity. I do not think its effects are taken 
into account either in the police inquiry or by the 
apothecary. I do not think that ganja either 
predisposes to permanent insanity, though it 
produces symptoms of acute mania. I do not 
think that a case due to ganja would be differen- 
tiated from a dhatura case except from the history. 
Dilatation 
of pupils is generally absent, I think, in hemp 
drugs cases, otherwise there is no differentiation 
of symptoms. The redness of conjunctiva is also 
mentioned, and I have, I think, noticed it, though 
I have not paid attention to these symptoms 
until recently. I mean it is only in habitual 
consumers in excess that you have this dull eye 
with red and congested conjunctiva, I do not 





mean that this is a symptom of acute mania from 
hemp drugs. In transient mania you also get 
dilated pupils; but I doubt if they would be so 
much dilated as in dhatura. In transient mania 
also the symptoms are of short duration. Without 
a history I think it would be difficult to diagnose 
between the form of insanity known as transient 
mavia and dhatura insanity. I would not say 
impossible. Taking hemp drug insanity, dhatura 
insanity and transient mania, they all resemble 
each other: to differentiate them would require 
previous history and (if possible) pumping out 
of the contents of the stomach. I have once or 
oftener as Civil Surgeon of Dhulia pumped out 
the contents of the stomach. That was for treat- 
ment, not for diagnosis, as 1 was already in 
possession of the facts showing that the cases 
were dhatura poisoning. I have conducted post- 
mortem examinations i the asylum on deaths in 





information. 


At the asylum we supplement this informa- 
tion by enquiry from the patient’s friends when 
they visit the asylum, That is, when no cause is 
previouly assigned, or where a cause has been 
given and weare able from the friends to elicit the 
true facts of the case. We very seldom change 
an entry of cause already made from the inform- 
ation of the friends. ‘The entry in our register 
is made immediately on the patient’s admission. 
The case is written up then, and the cause is entered. 
The patient is not kept under observation before 
entering cause, if any cause is given in the form. 
Friends come to visit insanes in the large majority 
of cases. when the patients are from the city of 
Bombay, but not generally otherwise. Any time 
between sunrise and sunset visits may be paid ; 
but generally between one and four. Generally, 
therefore, the inquiries from friends are made by 
the senior apothecary (in my absence). He has 
no instructions, except that be is to make the 
inquiries where the entry in regard to cause is 
blank, He works at bis own discretion. If the 
patient’s friends alleged the ganja habit, that 
would be enough to make the entry of ganja as 
the cause, if we had no definite particulars as to 
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object. I have never seen tissue changes in the 
brain, but I cannot remember any death of a hemp 
drug case in which I looked for pathological 
changes m the brain. 1 cannot refer to a case, 
I have never heard (I may add) of such changes. 
I have consulted the pathologist at the Grant 
Medical College ; and he also has found no such 
cases, and is unaware that such changes exist. 
Taking the important place that history bolds in 
the diagnosis of cause, 1 think that we have a 
very unsatisfactory basis. The history is often 
unreliable. ‘Thus even ganja taken for relief 
aguinst woat is causing insanity may be entered 
as the cause. We do the best we can; and where 
a man is given to ganja-smoking, I think it 
should be put down in the absence of other known 
cause ; for there we bave a tangible fact. I think 
there is no doubt that gauja in excess does cause 
transient insanity. I refer only to the excessive 
use. As a scientific basis of any theory of the 
connection between insanity and hemp drugs, 
these histories are unreliable, but they are useful 
in giving a clue in respect to treatment. 


I take of the 1892 cases, No, 4, Damodbar. 
Here I have history (on further inquiry) of ganja, 
bhung and majum ; but nothing was noticed until 
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the death of his wife and child, when he changed 
his habits and was found to have taken to drugs. 
There is no hereditary tendency; and I think 
that the bistory and symptoms both point to 
hemp drugs, though the bereavements may have 
had to ap with it. 

cause was hemp drugs. In Vithu’s case (No. 8) I 
have been unable to get further information. The 
man was sane with us; but he had to be shown in 
our books; and his friends said he had taken ganja. 
The case looks like it. 


In case No, 5, Moti Hemrai, I do not believe 
ganja was the cause: (1) The case was melan- 
cholia with excitement, not mania; this might be 
excited not caused by hemp drugs; (2) He died 
from dropsy and old age, shewing disease of 
kidneys, aud possibly consequent disease of the 
brain ; this would ke sutticient cause ; and (3) the 
prolonged absence of improvement, 

Case No, 10, Hirji Makji, is undoubtedly not a 
ganja case, 1 think. The man died of anmmia 
and fatty degeneration of the heart. 


Case No, 12, Vishnu Laxmon’s father, was epi- 
leptic. ‘The man ate tobacco very largely, and 
his brother now attributes his insanity to this. 
He says he never saw him take ganja. Disap- 
pointment is often a cause of insanity where 
there is predisposition, as in this case from bis 
father’s epilepsy. He was also dissolute in life. 
I do not believe that this is a ganja case. 


Case No, 2, Yeso Ragho, is probably not a ganja 
ease, The partial paraplegia shows that bram 
disease is the cause; and melancholia is the 
natural form for the disease to take in that case. 
I reject this as a ganja case. 


Case No, 11, Deolo, is a very doubtful case, I 
do not believe the insanity was primarily due to 
ganja, though that may have been the exciting 
cause, I have been unable to get more informa- 
tion in this case. 


Cases No. 2 (Motiram), No, 6 (Mahomed Saf. 
dar), and No, 7 (Chintaman) are cases where the 
cause rests on the statement of friends, 


In the first of these three cases, I have as- 
certained from the Aden Staff Surgeon that this 
man’s companions denied that he ever smoked 
ganja; and the first class Magistrate writes that 
he cannot ascertain anything about the alleged 
ganja habit. I think myself that though a case 
of acute mania, it was not due to ganja, because 
it came ou in a very insidious way which is un- 
usual in ganja, and was preceded by moroseness 
and tendency to wander, Besides the long period 
under treatment is against the theory of hemp 
origin, 

In case No. 6 no information can be obtained. 
Itis a doubtful case; the man is still in the 
asylum, and not much improved and denies the 
use of ganja; but probably asa beggar he did 
use the drug, and that may have been the exciting 





I should therefore say the : 


cause; but that is only a probability, I would 
not remove this from the category of toxic in- 
sanity without better information, but I regard it 
as a very doubtful case. 


In case No. 7 I think that ganja was the excit- 
ing cause of the insanity—the exciting cause only, 
Lecause there was no improvement in this case. 
But after bis discharge, the man suddenly recover- 
ed, and has not had another attack up to now. 
This is another reason for thinking it not a ganja 
case. If addicted to hemp drugs, he would pro- 
bably indulge and have a relapse. 


Case No. 1, Nama’s case, is in my opinion a case 
of acute ephemeral mania due to hemp drugs, I 
think the outbreak of 26th July was simply anger, 
and had acthing to do with mental condition. I 
believe the information about ganja was obtained 
from his frieuds, 


Case No. 9, Gurudatt, is not a ganja case. The 
ganja may have been the existing cause, but not 
the predisposing cause. We have further inform- 
ation about the ganja habit before he was at 
present taken ill. But there was previous insanity 
also, I look on it as a case of tendency to insanity, 
possibly at the time excited by ganja, but not due 
to hemp drugs. 


In case No, 13 there is no further information. 
The fact of want of improvement is against ganja, 
I should nog put the case down to hemp drugs. 
As now advised, I would not put it down asa 
ganja case, although I would still leave it on my 
books thus, simply as a clue. Though I believe 
the ganja could only be an exciting cause, if any. 


Three cases (No. 1, No. 4 and No. 8) out of the 
thirteen are all that I regard as hemp drugs cases, 
I therefore have now ground to conelude that out 
of all the admissions to the asylum in 1892, only 
three were due to hemp drugs, though hemp to 
my mind acted as an exciting cause in some of 
the others as shown above. I would only return 
these three as real eases of toxic insanity. I there- 
fore regard the system of reporting cases as an 
unsatisfactory basis fur founding avy conclusion 
as to the connection between bemp drugs and 
insanity; but it is the best we have. I regard 
it as better not to enter cases in the “ unknown ” 
columu if we have any sort of evidence as to 
cause, Theentry is only to assist us. This must 
be borne in mind in estimating the value of our 
returns. The entry is made to prevent certain 
evidence being lost sight of, and it is so far reason- 
ably probable and is better than nothing. 


T think that the hemp drugs have been unfair- 
ly charged with causing insanity ; the informa- 
tion is largely inaccurate. And when we have no 
accurate information, we have to aecept anything 
that may seem to bea possible cause. Where a 
coincideuce of ganja-smoking exists, the insanity 
is generally attributed to it, though in my opi- 
nion often very unfairly, 





68. Evidence of SuRGHON-LIEUTENANT-CoLONEL M. L. BARTHOLOMEUSZ, M.B.,* 
Civil Surgeon, and Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Ahmedabad. 


1. Opportunities limited only to cases seen in 
the asylum, 


2. Yes; Lhang, charas and ganja, 
19, Yes; so far as I know. 


_ 28. Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as 
I have been informed. 


* Was summoned to attend ata meeting of 


28, (a) Smoke 2 pies weight of ganja, costing 
3 pies in value. 

(2) Smoke about a rupee’s weight of ganja 
costing about eight pies. 

29. Ordinarily mixed with tobacco. I have 
heard of no other admixtures, 


the Commission for oral examination, but was unable to appear. 
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I do not know of any preparation, such as 
“‘bhang massala. 


30. Ganja is mostly used in this district, I 
believe, and is mainly confined to the male sex. 
Children never use it. 


31. Yes; but moderate consumers ean also | 
- easily break it off; and there is no tendency for | 


the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 
under ordinary circumstances. 


36. No. 

39. Most of the cases which were under my 
observation were cases of ganja-smoking result- 
ing in-insani stitutions_seem_more 





| unhinges the intellect. 


long run counterbalance its beneficial effects ; 
therefore I am inclined to say that even the 
moderate use of it is not to be encouraged. 


45. I have not seen a sufficient number of cases 
to enable me to give a definite opinion on the sub- 
ject discussed. ‘That it brings about insanity I 
have no doubt; but, as mentioned before, it is 
the abuse of the drug, or the injudicious use of it 
hy young people unaccustomed to its use, which 
Bat the prognosis in 
these cases of insanity is geuerally favourable, 
the patient generally recoverivg within six or 
cighteen months when under treatment, Mania 





prone to insanity under the influence of ganja, 
either from abuse of the drug, or from injudicious 
use of it before the habit is formed, especially in 
early adult life. 


41. Not sufficiently acquainted with the subject | 


to offer an opinion thereon. 
Under exceptional cireumstances it may be use- 


ful under (a) and (4) to those accustomed to its | 


use; but the probability is that its ill-effects in the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
J 
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+s-the—usual form—ofi ity; 

the patieut is liable to a relapse if he resumes the 
habit of ganja-smokiug, This would lead me to 
believe that ganja-smoking is the predisposing 
cause of the insanity. There are no typical symp- 


toms. When insanity results from ganja, patients 
; on recovery generally attribute the cause to 
vanja, 


This is all the information I am in a position 


i to offer with reference to ganja. 





69. Lvidence of Sunceon-LIkUTENANT-CoLONEL W. McConacay, Civil Surgeon, and 
Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Poona. 


1. Reference to books, conversations with per- 
sous familiar with their uses, and observations 
on patients whilst under treatment in asylum, ete. 

2. Yes; flat ganja is usually procurable here. 
They ave locally known as bhang, charas (not 
generally used here) aud ganja. 

19. In the absence of bhang, ghota, which is 
prepared by making or rubbing down ganja ina 
vessel, and mixing it with water, is occasionally 
drunk as a substitute for bhang. 

23, Bhang is never used for smoking. 

28, Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
require half a pice worth or one tola per day, 
An excessive cousumer requires two aunas worth or 
from 15 to 20 tolas daily. A moderate consumer 
of ganja requires about half a tola, costing about 
half an anna, An excessive consumer of ganja 
requires about four times the above amount. 


29, Bhang is rubbed into a thin paste with 
water. More water is then added to it, and ordi- 
narily mixed with sugar and black pepper. Excep- 


we 


| 


tionally, in addition to the before-mentioned, poppy | 


seeds, rose petals, fennel, nutmeg and almonds are 
added to give it Havour and taste, and rarely kasni 
seeds (Cichorium endivia). Dhatura is sometimes 
added to bhang to increase its intoxicating pro- 
petties, 

Ganja is generally mixed with an equal quan- 
tity of tobacco to moderate its action, and excep- 
tionally with dhatura or opium to add to its intox- 
icating properties, Among gosains aud bairagis 
a mixture of gauja, dhatura, mux vomica, aconite, 
opium, and even, it is said, white arsenic and ras 
kapur (an impure mixture of mercurial chlorides) 


is used for smoking and called ‘‘ panchratni- 


chillum.” 

Charas is said to be generally mixed with six to 
eight times its bulk of tobacco to moderate its 
action, 

Yes ; bhang massala consists of black pepper, 
fennel, rose petals, poppy seeds, nutmeg and 
kasni seeds. 


30. The consumption of these drugs is practised 


both in solitude aud company ; but, it is said, toa 
greater extent in company. It is chiefly confined 
to the male sex. The habit is generally contracted 
after puberty. Women and children do not, as a 
rule, use these drugs. Some prostitutes are known 
to use bhang and ganja. 


31, The habit of taking these drugs is not easily 
formed ; but when formed, it is difficult to break 
off. There is a tendeney in moderate consumers 
to develop into excessive consumers. 


32. Bhang beiny considered a favourite of the 
god Shiva, it is drunk by many on Maha Shiva. 
ratra day, It is not considered essential, and is 
generally taken in moderation. It is indulged in 
during the Shimga holidays for creating mirthful 
sensations, and usually temperately. The practice 
is not likely to lead to the formation of the habit 
or he otherwise injurious. 


36, There is not sufficient reasou for thinking 
that aleohol is now being substituted for any of 
these drags, 


37. Charas and ganja produce immediate intoxi- 
cation, the effect of the former lasting longer. 
Ganja-smoking dors not lead to excessive nar- 
cotism, and the effects pass off sooner. The nar- 
cotism induced by bhang will vary with the 
quantity drunk. It comes on later and lasts for 
a longer time than that from ganja, 


39. No; the reverse is generally considered to 
be the more correct. Ganja and charas-smoking 
are more injurious than bhang-drinking, in conse- 
qaence of the nervous system being more readily 
affected through the pulmonary than the digestive 
system. The above statement is supported by the 
admission into the asylum in 1892 of six cases 
attributable to the use of hemp drugs, Of these, 
five were due to ganja-smoking and only one to 
bhang-drinking, ‘The type of insanity resulting 
from excessive use of hemp drugs is almost ine 
variably mania of the acute form. 


40. They are never prescribed alone by native 
vaidyas or hakims ; but bhang forms an ingredient 
of some prescriptions. Bhang is used in the treat- 
ment of eattle-disease. 
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41. (2) The moderate use of ganja or bhang is 
said to be beneficial to the digestive system and to 
give (4) staying-power under severe exertion ; 
(c) and (d) it does not serve as a febrifuge or pre- 
ventive of malaria. 

42, The mcderate use of these drugs is pro- 
bably harmless. I have known a few moderate 
consumers of ganja avd bhang to enjoy good 
health and long life. 

44. The moderate habitual use of these drugs, 
especially bhang, is refreshing, slightly imtoxi- 
cating, and creates appetite. The effects last for 
about six to eight hours. Feeling of depression, 
blunting or impairment of taste, slight feeling of 
heaviness in head are the usual after-effects. ‘The 
want of subsequent gratification causes longing 
and uneasiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of bhang or 
ganja does not injure the constitution in any way. 
1t does not injure digestion or cause loss of appe- 
tite. It does not cause dysentery, bronchitis, or 
asthma. It does not impair the moral sense or 
induce laziness or habits o£ immorality or debauch- 
ery. Jt does not deaden the intellect or produce 
ivsapity. 

46. ‘Ihe habitual excessive use of bhang or ganja 
impairs the constitution, injures digestion, causes 
loss of appetite and bronchitis, impairs the moral 
sense, aud induces laziness, It may deaden the 
intellect and produce insanity, especially in those 
predisposed tu nervous affections. The type is 
generally acute mania, and inalout 50 per cent. 
of a temporary nature. Vatients discharged cured 
are liabie toa recurrence of mania if the ganja 
habit is resumed cn returning home. The 
majority of ivsanes from ganja usually confess 

o having taken the drug. 

47. The habitual moderate use does not appear 
to be a hereditary habit and does not affect the 
children. 

48. Tam not aware of any case in which the 
habit could be considered hereditary, or the 
children in any way affected by its use. 

49. The moderate use of bhang or ganja is 
practised as an aphrodisiac, and said to be used by 
some prostitutes for this purpose. ‘The use as an 
aphrodisiac is more injurious than that as an 
ordinary narcotic, as it may induce to sexual 
excesses, It does not produce impotence, 


50. The excessive use of these drugs may lead 
to impotence. 

56, The effects of hemp drugs in moderation 
and excess are modified by the administration of 
the following substances, viz., dhatura and opium 
increase intoxicating effect, nux vomica and can- 
tharides appear to increase the aphrodisiac action, 


57, When ganja or charas is eaten or drunk, 
the effects are more marked than in the case of 
bhang. Ganja or charas is rarely taken in this 
way, and then only in the absence of bhang, 

57. (a) I cannot offer any further information 
on these points. 

The above questions have been answered in con- 
sultation with Assistant Surgeons Rao Saheb 
Bhicajee Amroot Chobhe and Dattu Ganesh Sab- 
nis, teachers in the Byramjee J. Medical School, 
Poona, the former of whom has considerable local 
experience in these subjects. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I bave had no special experience in 
Englaad regarding insanity. Iam of nearly twenty- 


| 
| 
| 
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five years’ service, the last fifteen of which have 
been passed in civil employment. I have beeu in 
charge of the Dharwar Lunatic Asylum for about 
six or seven years, the Colaba Asylum for a very 
short period, the Poona Asylum for broken periods, 
amounting to about two years. I was only in 
charge of the Poona Asylum for the last three 
months of the year 1892, 


Question 29.—I have seen a number of cases of 
supposed dhatura poisoning. I have never seen dha- 
tura used with the hemp drugs, The information on 
this point was obtained from the Senior Assistant 
Surgeon. So also as regards “ panch ratni” my 
information is second-hand, I believe it is true, 
as stated in my answer 56, that nux vomica and 
cantharides increase the aphrodisiac properties of 
the hemp drug. These drugs are generally mixed 
with bharg in the liquid form. I have seen a 
liquid preparation which was said to contain these 
drugs, though I have never seen it actually pre- 
pared, I don’t understand why nux vomica 
should Le mixed in the preparation called “ panch 
ratni,”’ for I am not aware that it is an intoxicant. 
Nux vomica is a tonic, and serves that purpose in 
the preparation named, Aconite is not intoxicant, 
but it is given to reduce fever, and is a tonic. 
Arsenic is not an intoxicant, as faras 1 know, 1 
have little experience of the impure chlorides of 
mereury. All these four drugs are more pro- 
bably admixed for their tonic properties. Opium 
would supply the intoxicating element combined 
with the ganja and dhatura. I believe the 
“panch ratni”’ ig prepared for smoking, I think 
it natural and likely that fakirs and bairagis 
should take such a Grug in the circumstances 
under which they live. Idon’t believe that these 
people take strong drugs to excite interest or ad- 
miration, but for the physical benelit expected 
from them. Arsenic inhaled would probably be 
quicker in its action, but I doubt if it would 
be more potent in its effect than if it were taken 
into the stomach. 1 think cantharides would have 
its active principle destroyol im the process of 
smoking, 

Question 46.—I think it is ganja and not bhang 
which is likely to produce bronchitis. Bhang 
would only do so as a secondary effect if it weakened 
the constitution. It would not have the direct 
effect any mcre than alechol would. I believe 
ganja does it by irritatmeg the living membrane 
of the tubes of the lungs. Bbhang used in excess 
would, I think, be more likely to produce dysentery 
than ganja would, because it irritates the living 
of the stomach and bowels. 

I have seen and treated a number of cases of 
temporary insanity, caused, as 1 believe, by the 
hemp drugs, outside my asylum experience, Such 
cases recover when the habit is discontinued. The 
longest period such cases have remained under my 
observation is ten or fifteen days. I cannot give the 
details of any such case. I don’t think these cases 
would present any phase of the subject of hemp 
drug insanity which we could not ascertain equally 
well from asylum cases. 

When a case comes to the asylum, it is accom- 
panied by a certificate in Form A, a statement in 
form C, and an order from the Magistrate. I fill up 
the asylum register from Form C immediately on 
its receipt. It contains details, from which the 
different headings in the register are filled up. The 
register is filled up by the assistant at the time of 
the lunatic’s admission. According to my idea of 
asylum practice, the entries mustbe in accordance 
with Form C, If the cause is entered as unknown, 
it must be so entered in the register. An alter- 
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ation probably would be made if information of a 
reliable character could be obtained, but this is not 
often done. The alteration would not be made 
without the permission of the Magistrate. Form 
C ought to be filled up by the Magistrate. That has 
been my experience in four other stations. The Civil 


Surgeon has not the same facilities as the Magis- | 


trate for collecting the required information as to 
history and cause. ‘The case comes to the Civil 
Surgeon for observation culy. As Superintendent 
of the Asylum, I should not alter the register, 
of which the entries have been derived from Form 


Any alteration of the kind would have a record in 
the skape of au erasure and a reference to the Magis- 
trate. The Magistrate has the facility of making en- 
quiry that is supplied by the attendance of the rela- 
tions in some cases. I don’t know the procedure 
followed by the police. in tbe case of Guljar Shah 
the entry in the asylum register is ganja-smoking, 
That does not agree with head 12 in Form C, 
where the entry is “The abovementioned ganja- 
smoking and religious and isolated habits,’ and 
the assistant admitted to me thata mistake had 
been made in not copying the whole entry which 
appears in Form C. In tre case of Rangnath 
Trimbak, the cause entered in the asylum register 
is “ Drinks bhang,” while the entry against head 12 
of Form C is “Unknown.” It is probable that 
the entry in the register was taken from the entry 
against head 6 of Form ©, which is apparently 
copied verbatim. This was not in my time, but 
I think that if an entry in Form C shows that 


| private opinion is that the bhang drinking must 
| have been greater. Asa rule the insanity from 
| bhang drinking passes off quickly, and I think 
| there must have beeu a predisposing cause in the 
| present case, because the man had-previously been 
- insane, and his present attack had lasted two and 

a half years. I believe that country liquor is 

more likely to cause insanity than bbang, and I 


' have no reason to doubt that in the present case 


the man did take liquor, as he himself said. The 


case may therefore have been due to both liquor 


_ and bhang, and liquor may have been the more 
C, without reporting the matter to the Magistrate. | 


important factor of the two. The asylum records 
show that during the last five years there have 


_ been 81 admissions from ganja, 1 from bhang, 


and 10 from country liquor, and J therefore regard 


_ Jiquor as a more prolific cause of insanity than 


bhang, 

{n the case of Trimbak Vinayak, I think the 
cause is ganja, the effects of which were inereased 
by the abstinencefrom food. In the case of Lax- 
man Nandram, the lunatie was insane for two 


, aud a half years before he came into the asylum 


and one and a half years since. I see no reason to 


' doubt his statement that he only smoked ganja 


the lunatic drinks bhang it would bea mistake to put — 


cause unknown against head ]2 of the furm, even 
though bhang may not have been the only cause, 
In the case of Trimbak Vinayak, the entry against 
head 12 of Form © is “ Ganja-smoking and absti- 
nence from food,”’? and in the register the cause 
is put down as “ Ganja-smoking.” This occurred 
before my time. The Superintendent may not 
have cousidered that abstinence from food was an 
existing cause, but 1 think he was wrong in mak- 
ing the entry le did. In the case of Laxman 
Nandram, the entry “ Ganja and liquor ” reverses 
the order in which the drug appears in head 6 of 
Form C, and is contrary to head 12 of Form C, 
where the entry is “ Unknown.” 
why this was done. In the case of Hari Trimbak, 
the entry against head 12 of Form C is “ Unknown 


beyond the habit of smoking ganja,” and in the 


register “‘ Ganja-smoking.” In the case of Puras- 
ram there is no entry of cause in Form C, but 
against heads 11 and 12 appears: ‘* He had an 
illness seven years ago, but does not give a clear 
account.” The register shews “ Ganja-smoking.” 


In these six cases the register entry does vot agree | 
with the Civil Surgeon’s certificate, and there ought | 
to be something on the record to explain the differ- | 
I eannotexplain the procedure of that time, » 


ence. 
for Dr. Hughes was in ebarge and the assistant is 
dead. It is from this register that the annual 
returns are compiled which show these six cases 
as the only hemp drug admissions of 1892. 


In the case of Guljar Shah there is no further 
information beyond that furnished in the papers. 
I think ganja has been properly entered as the 
cause. It was in my opinion the chief and the 
existing cause; and I think that, if the man had 


occasionally and drank liquor frequently for years. 
The dose of ganja, as shown in the recent enquiry, 
is moderate. Ifthe man’s statement regarding 
his drinking is accepted, I think it may have been, 
as much as ganja, the existing cause, or perhaps 
the more important cause. In any case, there was 
probably sume predisposing cause. 
In the case of Parasram, the recent enquiry 
has not resulted in confirmivg the alleged ganja 
habit. But J think nevertheless that the man’s in- 
sanity was due to ganja, because he admits the prac- 
tice ; and I do not believe that he gave up the habit 


| five or ten years ago. He saysthis sometimes, but 


I can’t explain — 


not taken the ganja, he would not have become 
insane, although the ascetic and isolated habit may 


have predisposed him towards insanity. The fur- 
ther information that has been gathered by recent 
enquiry in the case of Rangnath shows that the 
bhang-drinking was moderate, and in accordance 
with what I had previously been told. But my 


at other times he admits the habit. His 
appearance also confirms me in my opinion. The 
fact that in the recent enquiry people who knew 
the insane siy that they never saw him indulge 
in ganja makes us regard the cuse as a doubtful 
one. If I were preparing statistics for the 
purpose of showing the effects of hemp drugs, 1] 
should not class this as a hemp case.* 

In the case of Hari Trimbak, the Civil 
Surgeon evidently had doubts as to the cause of 
insanity. Ihave never known insanity to arise 
from cholera, though the disease might predispose 
it by weakening the constitution. I don’t at- 
tribute the attack of insanity in this case to the 
cholera, If the insane had not resumed his ganja 
habit after recovery from the cholera, I don’t 
think he would have become insane, ‘The cholera 
weakened the man’s constitution and rendered him 
more iiable to the ganja poison. 

Ovt of the six hemp cases admitted to the 
- asylum in 1+92, I would only exclude the two 
' eases of Ranguath and Parasram for the reasons 
given above. 

The usual type of hemp drug insanity is acute 
mania. Acute mania may be due to various causes, 


* extract from a letter No. 112, dated 6th December 1893, 
from the Magistrate, 1st Class, Bhusawal, Khandesh, to the 
Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Poona, read over to 
witness. 


x % 


% * * * * 


“None of the persons who knew anything of Parasram 
says that he was ever addicted to smoking ganja or taking 
any other narcotic or alcobol in any form whatsoever, ‘I'bere 
is nothing except the medical certificate (copy not retained 
here) sent you that he ever smoked ganja at all.” 


x * * * * * * 
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There are no typical symptoms that I am aware 
of toenable you to diagnose hemp drug insanity. 
Ganja cases generally recover rapidly. Cases 
arising from mental shock are of longer duration. 
To diagnose by this symptom, therefcre, the 
patient must be under continuous observation, It 
is nevertheless the practice to enter the cause im- 
mediately on the admission of a case to the 
- asylum. But it is supposed that the Civil Surgeon 
bas had the man under observation for a week or 
ten days more or less, and has diagnosed the cause, 
Tosanes are rarely cured by the time they reach 
the asylum. The Civil Surgeon only keeps the 
man long enough to satisfy himself that he is 
insane. Asa rule the Civil Surgeon’s diagnosis 
is accepted, bnt if the Superintendent has reason 
to think the diagnosis is wrong, he ought to 
changeit. Asafact, I have not known of any 
case of such change since 1 have been at Poona. 
The symptoms are of short duration in the 
majority of cases, ubout a week or ten dys. If it 
isa second attack, or the indulgence has gone to 
great excess, the insanity would last longer. I 
know the insanity of the kind called transient 
mania, I believe it to becaused by mental shock 
or nervous shock, ora debauch of wine, bhang, or 
other intoxicants, especially by a.person of weak 
temperament. Ihave known fever to produce it 
in the latter case. It is most) often due to moral 
causes, aod not to toxic physical causes, though 
these may produce it. 1 think that transient 
mania caused by ganja would be difficult or 
almost impossible to distinguish from the same 
form of insanity due to any other case if history 
were wanting. I think I have noticed that 
persons insane from bhang have red and watery 
eyes. This symptom may be produced by fever, but 
is generally present in bbang cases. The use of 
hemp is likely to produce contraction of the pupil, 
but in great excess to the point of intoxication or 
insensibility it might cause dilatation. I do not 
think short duration, redness of eyes, and dilated 
pupils would be sufficient to diagnose a case upon. 
These symptoms would point to hemp insanity 
rather than any other cause, but they are recognised 
as symptoms of transient mania due to other causes 
than hemp drugs. But think redness of eyes 
is more marked in hemp insanity than in other 
eases, I think an accurate history is essential 
to diagnose the cause of insanity. Hemp drugs 
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may predispose, but I should rather regard them 
as exciting cause of insanity. Ithink the hemp 
drugs have slightly cumulative effects, but not 
more so than alcohol. They are not to be classed 
with digitalis or arsenic in this respect, For 
diagnosis, duration of the habit, the amount of 
drug used, and hereditary history are necessary, 
I think that if the information regarding aman 
suffering from acute mania were nothing more 
than that he was ganja smoker, the ganja should 
be regarded as the existing cause in eighteen cases 
out of twenty. ‘The mere statement of the ganja 
habit would be sufficient if there were no reason to 
disbelieve it. 


‘he man whose ease is reported by Mr. Fox 
was hrought to me occasionally as an out-door 
patient a year ago. I have endeavoured to get 
further information about him, but Mr. Fox is at 
present in Bombay, and he has not mentioned the 
man’s name. My recollection is that I was 
informed that lis attack was due in great 
measure to the persecution he had suffered on 
account of his conversion to Christianity, and that 
he had taken tosmoking ganja in consequence. I 
only saw the man two or three times as an out- 
patient, and am unable to exclude other possible 
causes to account for his mental condition. 1 
remember telling Mr. Fox that if he allowed the 
man to go on smoking, he would certainly get an 
attack of acute mania. I formed this impression 
from the man’s looks, which appeared to me to 
show that he was verging on insanity. The 
information about the cause of the man’s distress 
eame from bis friends, who either told me or the 
house surgeon, 


I have been observing cases of hemp drug 
insanity for seven or eight years. I have not 
observed the effects of the hemp drugs apart from 
insanity. I have spokea to many people who 
have told me they were moderate smokers, but 
seen no effects among such persons, 1 do not 
know any excessive consumer, nor have I had to 
do with any such persons, except in the way of 
treatment for mental disease. My impression of 
the connection between hemp drugs and insanity 
is therefore not based on any knowledge of the 
general consumption and effects of the drug 
among the people. 





70. Evidence of Surcron-Masgor H. McCarman, Civil Surgeon, and Superintendent, 
Dharwar Lunatic Asylum. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I am Superintendent of the 
Dharwar Lunatic Asylum. I came out in 1877 
in the Indian Medical Service. The greater part 
of my time I have passed in civil employ. I was 
in military employ the first two or three years of 
my service. I was in charge of the Ratnagiri 
Asylum, but have had no English experience of 
insanity. I have been in charge of the Ratnagiri 
and Dharwar Asylums for a total period of seven 
years. Jl was not in charge of the Dharwar 
Asylum during the whole of 1892, 
from May to Septomber. Since September 1892 
I have been in charge at Dharwar, I did not 


gain much experience of hemp drug insanity at 
Dharwar, 


Question 45,—When a lunatie is sent to me as 
> . “ hd > . 
Civil Surgeon for observation, he is locked up in 


a room, set apart for the purpose, under a proper 
guard, and kept under observation with a view 
to report to the Magistrate. At the same time I 
make enquiries of the police or relations, if any, 
as to the cause of insanity, not because I have to 
certify to cause, but to throw light upon the case. 
The Magistrate sends me a paper containing in- 
formation as to cause. As Civil Surgeon, I think 
I should accept that information without further 
enquiry, if it contained a statement of cause suffi- 
ciently clear avd definite. I should make enquiry 


| to confirm the information ; but I should not make 
I was absent | 


any with the view of refuting it. The Magis- 
trate’s information is usually sent in a printed 
form (Form C). That form is passed on to the 
asylum, and the information it contains is treated 
by the Superintendent in the same way in which 
the Civil Surgeon had treated it. Ifthe Form C 
contained a clear statement as to cause, I should 
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transfer it to the asylum register. It would be 
eure in po Mi cat Within a day or two of the symptoms which I have observed in hemp drugs 
: nae dia hi e unatic. IT would accept it, because | insanity are to be found in cases of acute mania, 
. ie é e ra ey has Greater ane than | due to other causes. The shortness of duration 
Kicene BE. tha pabtaAe htt be va re ead of the attack is, I think, suggestive of the hemp 
; 'y P » and because the diagnosis | drug cause. ‘To discover this eign the patien: 
= cause depends practically exclusively on his- | must be kept under observation. ‘be cause is 
ry. entered in the register directly the patient arrives. 
I don’t know through what officer the Mugis- | I do not recollect; an instance in which | have 
trate conducts his enquiry. I should hesitate | found it necessary to alter the cause recorded by 
to accept the results of an enquiry conducted by a | the Magistrate. The diagnosis of caase is that 
Head Constable unless they had been verified by | furnished by the Magistrate, when it is given, 
the Magistrate. I am not aware of the procedure, | ‘lhe opinion quoted in the remarks on the case of 
and cannot say if it is usual for the Magistrate to | Raya-bio-Basapa that “habitual use of ganja 
verify the enquiry. may weaken the mind, while the occasional exces- 
In the casa of Dariappa, admitted to the asylum | sive use produces acute mania”’ is mine. I mean 
in 1892, Ihave read the remarks in columao 5, prolonged rode rats caspelivasthe ptann /babitag!) 
and I am ivelined to think that though insanity | ¥5 and I thir’ the effect of that is to produce 
may have arisen from both liquor and ganja, the mental -vacuity \rather pomeencare Lmasiey Guard 
latter should be regarded as the predisposing would i no the possibility of acute mania 
arising from such use 
cause. . 
I should hardly say that there were any typical To the absence of any other cause, if the ganja 
symptoms in hempdruginsanity. The symptoms habit were asserted, I should accept that as the 
present are generally thuse of acute mania. It | “@¥S¢ of insanity, 


would, I think, be incorrect to say that all the 





71. Loidence of Surcson-Masor D.C. Davinson, Acting Civil Surgeon, and Super- 
intendent of the Jail and Lunatic Asylum, Dharwar. 


1. As Civil Surgeon in various places, Superin- 
tendent of Jails, Acting Health Otficer of Bombay, 
in native regiments, ete, 

2, The only two varieties that I have been able 
to obtain in this district are ganja and bhang, 
Charas is practically unknown, 

19, Charas does not appear to be used at all in 
this district, and ganja for smoking only, 

23, Bhang does not appear to be used in this 


diarrhoea, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc., ete., 
but L am not aware of any school of Native 
Doctors recommending it, 

41, It is used as a tonic for cattle, especially 
when the animals do not eat their food well. 

(a) to (c) Stated to be so. 

(d) Stated to be useful in dyspepsia, rheuma- 
tism, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc, 


42. The moderate use of the drug would appear 


district. to be practically harmless. The instances of 
28. (2) Roughly speaking, about two drachms | ptisouers given in the accompanying form would 
and over. seem in a measure to bear out this. 


44. Said to have a soothing effect. Stated to . 
be refreshing and not to produce intoxication in 
moderate quantities, It does not allay hunger; 
on the contrary, said to increase the appetite. 
The want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness, and sometimes a feeling 
of weakness of the extremities. 


. (6) One ounce or more. 


| 
| 
| 
29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with the ganja. 
I have not met with instances in which the other | 
articles have been used. 

Bhang massala has been repeatedly described to 
me. It is generally stated, with some slight 
variations, to consist of bhang, opium seeds, cucum- ; 
ey pepper nutmeg, milk, sugar, ete. | 45. So far as I can learn, the moderate use of 

»% ’ S es . | ganja in smoking does not apprar to be eitber 

30. Appears to be smoked indifferently in com- | 5) sically or mentally injurious, generally speak- 

: ; pay 8 Y 8p 
pany or in solitude, Mainly confined to the male ing. 
sex, and to no particular time of adult life. I 46. E : Sis ; 

, ; : ; : ‘6. Excessive use is liable to be attended with 
pores he juainnse in which ganja has been con violent excitement terminating in insanity of 
sumed by children. : acute maniacal form characterised by a tendency 
_31. Appears to be easily formed, and as a rule | to early recovery on discontinuance of the drug. 
difficult to break off. There does not appear to be | Sufficient evidence as to hemp drugs bein g the 
auy particular tendency for the moderate habit to | cause of other forms of insanity does not yet 
develop into the dei iN aes Beh Ishould | appear to have been adduced, 
say than an occasional instance liable to occur in 5 raltestaseceent hed oberg BNLIENE 

. : : : ppears to have 
the habitual use of all stimulants or sedatives. passed from father to son, but whether merely as 


32. I am not aware of any. the effect of association or hereditary transmission 
36, L have not met with or heard of any ine | it is difficult to say. 

stances. 48, The above would appear to hold good in 
37. Charas is practically unknown in this dis- | both cases. 

trict as also drinking of preparations of bhang. 49. I have not been able to obtain information 
39. Ganja-smoking appears to be practically | of their being so used or of their producing 
é only form ia whi mp plan 

this district.” 












50. I have not been able to obtain information 
40. It is used extensively by the people them- | of any cases in which the drugs were said to be 
selves in malarial fever, rheumatism, dyspepsia, ! so used. 
vol. vii - 
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56. I have no information of admixture of any 
of the substances mentioned except opium seeds 
in bhang massala. 

57. Charas appears to be unknown in this dis- 
trict as also ganja drinking or eating. 








57(a). Yes; that contained in the accompanying 
form, which contains the results of enquiries 
amongst the prisoners in the Dharwar Jail. The 


| only preparation referred to throughout is ganja, 


which is used for smoking in this district, 





72. Evidence of SurcEON-CapTain W. E. Jennies, Civil Surgeon, and Superintend- 
ent, Ratnagiri Lunatic Asylum. 


Oral evidence. 


I am Superintendent of the Ratnagiri Asylum. 
I have been iu charge just over a year since Nov- 
ember 1892. Ihave had no other experience of 
a special character in respect to insanity. I had 
seen a few cases of people affected by ganja in 
regiments. They were cases of the temporary 
effects of ganja, rather cases of intoxication from 
ganja. i do uot remember to have seen any 
eases of insanity. 


I know of no literature dealing with the sub- 
ject cf hemp drug insanity. When I came here, 
I arrived at the causation of hemp drug insauity 
from the history, from such facts and history as 
I have been able to collect, I could not tell from 
seeing an insane person that his insanity was due 
to ganja. There is, 1 may say, a craving in some 
cases for the drug which is asked for. 1 have not 
recognized any special symptoms of hemp drug 
insamty. ‘The type is generally a kind of chronic 
mania with occasional attacks of acute mania at 
longer or shorter intervals, Speaking generally, 


in coming to a diagnosis as to cause, I am guided | 


wholly by the history, In inquiring I generally 
begin by asking the friends or the police if the 
man is addicted to any bad habits. 
to hesitate, I go on toask leading questious, such as 
** Does he take liquor?” or ‘‘ Does he take ganja?” 
If they say yes, then I ask, “In what form: 
does he smoke?” If they say yes, I enquire 
as to period and amount to ascertain whether he 
smokes it in excess, At the same time I 
inquire whether there is any hereditary bistory 
of insanity. I do discriminate between the 
moderate and excessive use of the drug; but this 
is only relative, for what is moderate to one man 


lf they seem | 


I know from prescribing it that the effects of 
the drug are most uncertain. 


If from the replies I found that the evidence 
showed the moderate babit, andif at the same 
time 1 had no evidence of any other cause, I should 
ascribe the insanity to ganja, disbelieviug the 
evidence that the use was merely moderate. And 
if I got a history of the excessive use of ganja I 
should ascribe the insanity to that without hesita- 
tation, in the absence of any other cause, 1 al- 
ways, however, ask about heredity and the previous 
state of the patient. 


]£ 1 have a history of heredity and also a state- 
ment of the moderate use of the drug, 1 should be 
inclined to think the insanity was hereditary. I 
should ingnire as to the degree of heredity, and 
consider the relative strength of these two factors. 
If it was a case of near heredity and the moderate 
use of the drug, I should exclude the ganja, and 
show the cause as heredity. If it were remote 
heredity and the moderate use, I sbould do the 


| opposite. Speaking generally, if I had the moderate 


use of ganja and another cause, I should take the 
stronger cause. Thus, if a babitual drunkard 
used ganja moderately, I should show alcoholism 
as the cause. I could hardly give quantities as to 
what would be generally speaking the moderate 
and excessive use in a native. I should depend 
on what the friends said about the use being 
moderate or excessive, but I should disbelieve 
them, as above stated, if they said it was moderate, 
and there was no other cause of insanity. All the 
above refers to cases where 1 have to make in- 
quiries myself; but I should never make any 
inquiry if clear cause were assigned in the papers 
received from the Magistrate. 








78. Evidence of Surcron-Masor K. R. KrrirKar, Civil Surgeon, Thana, and Medical 
Officer, Thana Depét and District Jail. 


1. I have personally known men who have for 
years used hemp drugs both moderately and 
immoderately, and I have had frequent opportu- 
uities of watching the effects of the drugs on 
them generally in the practice of my profession 
and otherwise. 

2. Dr. Prain’s definitions are correct, and may 
be accepted for this district. Bhang is also known 
as ghota in this district. 


I may observe that Dr. Prain’s remarks require 
some modification, where he says that “ganja 
consists of dried flowering tops of cultivated feale 
hemp plants which have become coated with 
resin in consequence of having been unable to set 
seeds freely.” The result of my observations on 
cultivated plants in two localities in Thana is that 
the resin is not the result of the seeds not setting 
freely, but that it is the essential condition of the 
whole plant, The plant is sticky to the touch, 
and has the strong odour of sabja (Ocymum basili- 


cum). Hence the name sabji given to bhang. 
The stickiness is due to the resinous matter, which 
when collected in masses forms charas. This 
resinous exudation is seen in hemp seedlings even 
when they are too young to flower. 


Dr. Prain further says that “the formation of 
seeds is prevented by the destruction of all the 
male plants,” This is no doubt the usual practice 
for securing good compact leafy heads of flower- 
ing tops and for preventing the formation of seeds, 
It must not, however, be forgotten that although 
male and female plants exist separately, as a 
general rule there are some plants on which the 
male and female flowers co-exist. I mention this 
point particularly, because I do not wish it to be 
supposed that the mere destruction of male plants 
is sufficient to stop all seed formation, 


19, Ganja is used for 
nothing about charas. 


smoking. I know 
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23. Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as I 
know, 
28, 


Average 
allowance, 


# to4tola 3 anna per tola. 


Cost. 


Habitual Eee Bhang 


consumer. Ganja tola . 2annas per tola. 
Habitual excessive (Bhang 2 to 4 tolas } anna per tola. 
consumor. Ganja 1 to 2 tolas 2 annas per tola. 


29. Ganja is seldom, if ever, smoked by itself, 
It is always washed in water until the water 
comes out clear, and thoroughly mixed with an 
equal part of tobacco, Every drop of water is 
squeezed out of this mixed mass before it is used. 


Bhang is always mixed with black pepper in the 
proportion cf 10 grains (dried fruits) to every tola 
ofbhang. It is finely rubbed ona curry stone, and 
strained through a piece of fine muslin. Persons 
who drink bhang for mere pleasure always add, 
besides black pepper, the followiag ingredients for 
flavouring the potion :— 

Poppy seeds, 4 tola 
Dried rose buds, } tola 
Sugar, {seer or ac- 
eording to taste 
Almonds, peeled, 1 
tola. 


The usual quantity of water for the above 
mixture is half a seer, All these ingredients are 
finely rubbed with bhang ou the curry-stone. 
This quantity is meant for two persons, who may 
be considered moderate in the use of the drug, 
or those who drink it only occasionally for mere 
pleasure, at any rate not for the purpose of getting 
intoxicated or becoming helpless. 


for every tola 
of bhang. 


Some add an equal or double the quantity of 
milk instead of water, which isaluxury. Ordinary 
bhang is drunk cold, uever boiled, Bhaag made 
with milk is called dudgt and is always boiled 
before use. If the drink of dudgz is required 
stronger, only balf the quantity of milk is used. 


In this district I have never heard of dhatura, 
opium, nux vomica, cantharides, or betel-nut being 
mixed with either bhang or ganja. The bhang 
drinkers and ganja smokers value the respective 
articles for their own sake pure and simple in 
addition to the flavouring agents and the tobacco 
mentioned above. 


Ido not know of any preparation such as bhang | 


massala or any other massala being sold for the 
x 


and for the lively talk that follows such potions, 
Such persons seldom exceed half a tola per head. 


Drinking bhang aod smoking ganja, so far as 
I can judge from personal knowledge of the better 
classes of people, are absolutely confined to the male 
sex. It would be a gross breach of good manners 
were such a drink or smoke ever offered to the 
female sex. It is never allowed to cbildren. 
Bhang preparations are, however, allowed to 
children medicinally in appropriate doses, and in 
such cases are doubtless productive of good. Boys 
in former days, so far back as thirty years,—such 
of them at any rate as had the misfortune to fall 
into bad company,—were known to me, who 
played the truant at school, and occasionally in- 
dulged in a clandestine drink or smoke; but the 
number of such truants has always been very 
small, Such boys have always been looked down 
upon, and in my experience have always turned 
out bad men in after-life. 


31. In a well-regulated Hindu family it is diffi- 
cult for young men to form the habit of smoking 
ganja or drinking bhang. Such practices in the 
vommencement are always indulged in out of 
doors, in bad company. ‘I'he reason is this. In 
the first place a boy has to know how to prepare 
ganja for smoking or bhaug for drinking. The 
process of their preparation for use is always an 
elaborate aifair. ‘Lhe use of either of these drugs 
is entirely different from that of tobacco or liquor. 
The latter are always obtainable ready for use in 
shops. Thus, if boys or young men were to com- 
mence such practices at home, they stand the risk 
of being discovered and reprimanded, for although 
a father may be a ganja smoker or bhang drinker, 
he very seldom is so depraved as to ailow his son 
to follow in his footsteps ; possibly he is aware that 
he himself is indulging in a bad habit, and would 
rather that his son did not imitate his example. 

Judging from the effects bhang drinking and 
ganja smoking have on a novice in the vice, I 
should be inclined to the belief that it is not easy 
to contract either habit, unless the person is 
otherwise a depraved being who takes to bad habits 
at any cost. On the uninitiated, either drug acts 
as a distinct narcotic, and it does not take any 
thoughtful person long to find out that it is vicious 
to continue indulging in it. 

The real beginning of a systematic use of either 
of these drugs, which constitutes a habit, is made 
under the impression that it relieves certain ail- 





purpose of being mixed with either bhang or 
ganja. 


30. In solitude a man may smoke a quarter of 
a tola of ganja all by himself and be none the 
worse for it. 
usual avocations without inconvenience, In the 
case of confirmed yet moderate smokers, a man is 
decidedly all the better for his smoke. He feels 
refreshed, if not enlivened, and works with all the 
more euergy. He would be certainly miserable 
without it. 


In company a larger quantity of ganja is required 
than that given above. The quantity under such 


cirenmstances depends on the number of persons,- 


as also their respective smoking capacity. When 
in company, the chillum goes round from mouth 
to mouth in the manner of the “ loving-cup” of 
wine-drinkers, Moderate smokers, when by them- 
selves or in a company of three or four, seldom 
exceed a couple of chillums. 


With regard to bhang, the man who drinks it 
in solitude must be looked upon as “given to it.” 
In company bhang is drunk solely for pleasure 

vol. vii. 


He may, after his smoke, follow his | 





ments. ‘These ailments may be real or imaginary. 
For in the majority of cases of confirmed bhang 
drinkers and ganja smokers that I know of, the 
history is that they resorted to either of these for 
relief from theirailments, Ganja smokers say they 
took to ganja on account of chest complaints, such 
as asthma, and the bhang drinkers say that they 
took to bhang originally to relieve dyspepsia or habi- 
tual constipation. I must say as a medical practi- 
tioner of near eighteen years’ standing that in such 
cases their initial use of the drug was thoroughly 
justifiable, though I do not for a moment suppose 
that their continuance of the practice can be con- 
sidered to be equally justifiable, or even requisite, 
The habit, whatever may be its origin or cause, 
when once formed, is ditticult to overcome. The 
man wants his smoke of ganja or drink of bhang at 
the hour he is accustomed to have it, or else he is 
unfit for his daily avocations. He misses it, and 
would do anything to have his customary allowance. 
The habit is diffeult to form, but when once formed 
still more difficult to break off. So far as I know, 
there is no tendency in the case of ordinary men 
of moderate habit, living in society and in the 
x2 
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circle of their own homes, men who bave to work | 


for their living and minister to the daily wants of 
their wives and children, to develop into the exces- 
sive ganja smoker or bbang drinker. It is the 
men who have nothing to do in the world, and 
with the world—the Hindu ascetics who go 
under the name of gosains and bairagis—who 
could be really called the excessive smokers and 
drinkers of ganja and bhang respectively, But 
of these in my answer to question No. 32. 


82. Bhang is drunk during the Holi holidays by 
men who can stand it, for mere pleasure and harm- 
less excitement. Itis by no means acustom, It 
is also drunk on Mondays during the Hindu month 
of Sravan, and on the Maba Shivaratri day by the 
worshippers of Shiva; but I do not know of any 
injunctions from the Hindu Shastras for the 
religious use of such a drug, It is mere custom 
sanctified by age. No Shastrical text, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain with the aid of my 
Sanskrit Pandit, exists rendering the use of eitber 
of these drugs essential, The use of bhang on 
such oceasions, however, is generally moderate. It 
is, as a rule, excessive among gosains and bairagis, 
who, I firmly believe, use the drugs from the varied 
requirements of their singular lives. Bhang and 
ganja in such persons are the essential conditions 
of their lives. As persons eotirely living on alms, 
of which they get plenty atthe hands of devout 


Hindus, they use bhang as an appetiser to consume | 
more food than their idle bodies require ; on the | 


other band, they use ganja to ward off the pangs of 
hunger, should they by any chance not get 
sufficient food for the day. 


Bhang occasionally drunk on holidays does not 
and need not necessarily lead to excess, or to the 
formation of a habit. Itis in no way injurious, 
in may opinion, if drunk on festive occasions in 
very limited quantities. In the case of those ac- 
customed to its use on ordinary days, it has no 
tendency to any unpleasant consequences. 


I may add here that the occasional use of bhang 
or ganja, particularly the former, on the holidays 
mentioned, is not looked upon as amounting to 
any vice. It is not considered a breach of good 
manners to drink bhang on such occasions. 


36. I have reason to believe that alcoholic 
drinks are now being toa very large extent 
substituted for bhang drinking. Thirty years 
ago young men used to drink bhang in their con- 
vivial gatherings, such as “ pleasure-parties ” of 
young men. These ‘‘ pleasure-parties” are very 
much like “picnic” parties, minus the society 
of the female sex, In former years, if any exhi- 
laration was required at such parties, bhang 
drinking was the order of the day. Aleoholic 
drinks have now taken their place. It would be 
a revelation to me if at the present day such 
“pleasure-parties” of our young men are ab- 
solutely free from alcohol. I make this statement 


with extreme recret, but without the shightest 
fear of contradiction. 


I attribute the cause of this change to the im- 
portation of cheap ardent liquors from Europe 
into this country, and sweet liqueurs from France 
which fascinate our young men on account of 
their immediate intoxicant effects, notwithstanding 
the bad headaches they leave afterwards. We do 
not hear of, nor do we see, now-a-days bhane drank 
at such “ pleasure-parties ” in any form, but I 
know that large quantities of liquor in various 
forms are weekly, if not daily, used by oar young 
men—not only in the Thana district, but in 
Bombay among the better classes. This I consi- 


der to be an undeniable proof that alcohol is now 
being substituted for bhang. 


37. The effects of ganja smoking are immediate. 
Bhang acts in about an hour or two, when taken 
after a meal. Itacts in less than half an hour 
onaneimpty stomach. The effects of ganja are 
transient ; those of bhang last for hours. Ganja 
has to be repeated frequently to keep up its effects, 
In moderate men bhang has seldom to be repeated. 


89. The smoking 6f ganja is more injurious in 
the long run than drinking bhang or eating it 
in a preparation called majum. (Majum is made 
up of wheat flonr, ghee, bhang aud sugar in 
various proportions.) The following are my 
Teasovs :— 


Ganja-smoking deadens the appetite and tends 
to produce loss of digestive powers. Hence the 
general emaciation of all habitual excessive ganja 
smokers, their pallid hue, and, strange to say, 
bloodshot eyes. From these appearances one can 
at once recognize a confirmed ganja smoker of the 
excessive type. 


The prime effect of bhang drinking is to create 
an excessive desire for food. Mulk is generally 
drankafter such craving, Bhang drinkers have 
generally better digestive powers, and are ip con- 
sequence well known to be voracious eaters, and 
are by no mesns avy the worse for their voracity. 


I know of no instance in which even excessive 
bhang drinkers have become insane, Insanity is 
the resunlf more of ganja smoking than that of 
bhang-drinking. Ganja smoking on the whole 
is more pernicious, 

40, The old standard Sanskrit writers, who are 
generally studied by native doctors, recommend 
Cannabis indica, or the hemp plant and its 
products, for the following diseases :— 

Irritability of the bladder, piles, diarrhea, 
asthma, broachitis, loss of sleep, loss of digestive 
power, and quartan fevers. Indian hemp 1s also 
noted as productive of biliousness, emaciation, nar- 
cotism, talkativeness, 


I do not know from experience of any of the 
drugs being used in tbe treatment of cattle dis- 
ease, but native writers say that bhang mixed with 
Indian sweet fennel and cardamom is useful in 
checking hematuria, and possibly it is, judging 
by its effects on the human body. 

41. Moderate use of ganja gives relief in chest 
complaints, such us asthma, ly acting as an an- 
tispasmodic, and reduces the excessive discharge 
of phlegm (mucous and muco-purulent expector- 
ution). It gives staying power and also wards 
off the pangs of hunger when food is not available, 
as sometimes happens in the lives of gosains and 
bairagis. 

(a) Similarly bhang drinking acts as a food 
accessory and digestive by relieving dyspepsia and 
creating an appetite for food. Italso relieves the 
colic pains due to constipation. 


(6) It gives staying power by exhilarating 
the system to a certain extent. 


(c) I know of no practical use of this drug in 
fevers, either aS a preventive or curative agent; 
but it is recommended by native writers for quar- 


tau fevers, as already stated in answer tuo question 
No. 40. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja is exhilarating to a man who has follow- 
ed his daily avocations and is looking forward to 
his customary smoke; it is also refreshing. It 
renders a man talkative, but does not intoxicate, 
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It does intoxicate men not accustomed to it. It 
staves off hunger. The effect of ganja is tran- 
sient. It lasts for an hour or two at the utmost. 
Want of a ganja smoke to a habitual but moderate 
smoker produces uneasiness, ‘The man misses his 
little excitement. There is always a longing for 
it among confirmed smokers, ‘The same is the 
case with habitual moderate bhang drinkers. 
Bhang drinking is decidedly cooling at first; by- 
and-bye the drinker feels exhilarated; within half 
an hour he becomes talkative, alter which he feels 
sleepy, especially if he is a novice, ‘The sleep is 
full of dreams. On waking there is a desire for 
food. ‘The desire for food is in some instances 
immediate; and a man may eat voraciously 
under its influence. Some prefer taking bhang on 
an empty stomach; others take it a couple of 
hours after food. In the former case the effect is 
more rapid for obvious reasons. After the drink- 
er wakes from his sleep, if he is an habitual, he 
goes to work as usual, but if he is a mere begin- 
ner he feels heavy in the head and still continues 
to be talkative. He often gets double-vision. 
The effects pass off in about five or six hours, 
With habitual drinkers beyond talkativeness 
there is uo marked eflect. They appear happy, 
They have not to lie down, or yo to sleep after 
their usual drink. 


The habitual use of these drugs, even ina mo- 
derate degree, is looked upou as vice. It is, how- 
ever, not considered wrong by the devotees of Shiva 
to indulge in ganja or bhang on days held sacred 
to that divinity. 

45. There are two classes of moderate habitual 
smokers of ganja and drinkers of bhang, There 
are some, for instance, who have a perfectly 
good physique and a healthy body whose 
inind is perfectly clear and active, and who 
lead ao moral life, and indulge in their respect- 
ive practices before their day’s work is begun or 
after they have finished it. ‘There are others again 
who even alter moderate use of bhang or ganja live 
a life of idleness and are unfit for auy kind of work 
requiring mental or physical exertion. ‘hey may 
be otherwise healthy and perhaps mentally happy ; 
they may also be moral ; but they are persons who 
show that they are indulging in a practice which 
is doing them no good, 


These drugs lead to a little emaciation, es- 
pecially smoking, or when after bhang the required 
supply of food is not available. It is noted by 
ancient Hindu writers asa reducer of fat. Per- 
haps this emaciation is due to loss of appetite 
among ganja-smokers, and not to any direct pre- 
ventive influence on fut-formation in the body. 


As noted above, ganja-smoking impairs the 
power of digestion, and though it may actually 
cause loss of appetite, it staves off hunger. 
Hence it is that the bairagis and gosains look 
upon it as a stand-by when the collected alms of 
the day do not give them their full meal. 


T have not seen, nor have I heard from any re. 
liable sonree of dysentery, asthma, or bronchitis 
being traced to the use of hemp in moderation, 
European physicians use it for the cure of dysen- 
tery. To my knowledge, moderate use does not 
impair moral sense. It does induce luziness in 
some cases, especially where a person has not to 
earn his livelihood, But asa general rule with 
habituals, bhang sharpens the intellect, so does 
ganja, 

So far as I am inclined to believe, there is no- 
thing in bhang or ganja to lead to habits of im- 
morality or debauchery. 


. SSS ee ee 


1 am not satisfied that either of these drugs 
acts as a direct aphrodisiac. Of course, when 
there is a general excitement of the whole system 
under the influence of smoke or drink, the sexual 
passions may be roused as oftenas not, ‘Lhedrug 
acts more on the sensory part of the brain thaw ou 
the motorial. It acts asa distinct sedative ou the 
cerebral centres and benumbs the sensory nerves. 
The theory of hemp acting as an aphrodisiac is 
not borne out by clinical investigation or expe- 
rience, 


I am not aware that moderate use causes insani- 
ty. On the contrary, European physicians of re- 
pute use the drug medicinally in cases of insanity. 


Table showing tymeal cases which came under my 
observation between I88I—1992, an the Thana 
Civil Hospital, as the result of ganja-smoking, 














No.! Name. |Sex, Age. 





























Caste. |[Occupation.| Disease. | Remangs, 
a - al — r Sain | oy oe ae 
1{N.Q.K-| M.{ 26 | Brahman, | Writor .| Acute | Smoked 
} Deccan, inauia, | gauja ox. 
' eessively 
{ } ford or 5 
H years; 
used to lie 
insensible 
after 
smoking, 
2/6.R. }M,| 30 ; Maratha | Policeman 24th May 
Gowli. ; 1Y86, It 
| atiack. 
3.K.M.J.|M.| 35 | Hindu Jun-|Mendicant | — ... 
gun, 
4;W.R,P.|M,| 22 | Deccan | Writer , | 
Brahman, 
51K, V.S.]|M.| 24 | Maratha ,| Labourer . 
6 iS, R, |M.] 84 | Maratha } Policeman, 10th Octo- 
j Gowli, now with- ber 1890, 
veut em. ; 2nd at- 
i ploy, 1 tack, 
7|N.C.D.|M.! 48 | Maratha . | Labourer , | ww 
s|G.c. |M.! 98 | Pardesht |Labourer.| «4. | Tansa Val- 
| Brahman, Jey Water 
Upper In- Works, 
dia. i 
9 Via | 30 | Maratha .}| Labourer . | Melan- 
j eholia, 
10;S.S8. {M,) 36 = Pardeshi, | Labourer .| Melan- | Tansa Val- 
Par- { Upper In- cholia. | Ivy Water 
i deshi | | din. Works. 
1 K.v.s,| M. | 26 |Moratha ,j Labourer .| Mania . |! 
12 |S. kK, 36 | Marathe . | Mania . | 
| 





Unemplos- 
ed. 


\" 
chspebionl 








The symptoms of mania are those ordinarily 
de-eribed in books under that head. 


46. ‘The habitual excessive use of ganja does 
impair the constitution, Young men who have 
taken to it have either died of melancholia and a 
geveral break-up of the system or some other 
complaint such as asthma or chronic bronchitis. 
1 do uct think excessive ganja smoking causes 
dysentery. The tendeney of excessive ganja 
smoking is to reduce the exoretions and secretions 
of the body by paralysing the sensory uerves, 
hence the pinched face, dry sluggish eye, often 
bloojshot, and shrivelled frame. From the few 
eases I know, Ido not think excessive ganja- 
smokers are given to sexual excesses, 


Gosains and bairagis who are given to excessive 
ganja smoking are men whose morals are of a low 
order, as would appear from the many cases of bad 
syphilis for which L had to treat them in the 
hospital. 


Excessive ganja smoking desdens the intellect 
and causes insanity. It acts more as a predispos- 
ing than as an exciling cause. Men generally 
suffer from melancholia in the commencement. 
This is followed by mania coupled with violence. 
Violeace in some cases is more marked in the 
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commencement, In such cases melancholia is 


absent in the initial stage. 


In cases which have come under my observation 
of any connection between insanity and ganja, it 
appears that ganja was resorted to originally for 
the relief of otber affections than mental anxiety 
ov brain disease, such as asthma, bronchitis, and 
painful bowel-complaints. In all these cases 
hemp drugs act as sedatives; hence the habit is 
formed, which might eventually lead to insanity. 


There is no evidence to indicate that ineanity 
tends to indulgence in the use of hemp drugs by a 
person who is deficient in self-control through 
weakned intellect. 


47. I have no reason to suppose that the mode- 
rate use of hemp drugs is either due to or engen- 
ders a hereditury habit. Nor do I know of any 
instance where it has affected the children of the 
moderate consumer, in any way, either as regards 
health or morals. 


48. Excessive ganja smokers are generally not 
men with families. They generally belong to the 
class of gosains and bairagis, who are uot suppos- 
ed to marry. Where such ascetics have children 
by illicit intercourse, they are sickly and generally 
die of infantile diseases due to proverty of blood, 
insufficient nourishment, or congenital syphilis, 


49, It is not used as an aphrodisiac so far as I 
know. The useof hemp does not tend to produce 
impotence so far as I know. 


50. Excessive ganja smokers mostly show that 
they do net care for sexual intercourse, but their 
sexual power is not totally lost, as my answer to 
question 48 will show. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I have over sixteen years’ service 
-—five military service, and eleven in civil employ, 
Ihave bad no special lunacy experience, but I 
specially studied lunacy in my youth and took 
honours in this subject. So the subject has had 
special interest for me in my practice. 


Question 35.—I think that alcohol would be 
the first drug to be generally substituted for hemp 
drugs for the sake of acenstomed stimulation, 
I judge from the experience of fishermen and 
such people in providing for their need iv this 
way. This is more expensive than hemp drugs at 
present. Then I think they would take to dhatura, 
which is found growing all around. I know tbat 
dhatura is not used now; but it might be used 
if hemp drugs were stopped. Opium also might 
be used. Ido not thiuk that nux vomiea would 
be used. It is not common in Thana, and it is a 
spinal stimulant and would not be popular. So 
also the twitchings and tetanic spasms caused by 
aconite would prevent its being used for pleasure. 
It is true that dhatura is viewed with great appre- 
hension by the people, but it produces in modera- 
tion similar effects to those found in the early 
stages of ganja-smoking, and might be used. 
Some natives know that we give dhatura in eigar= 
ettes for asthma; and those who take ganja for 
relief in asthma would take to dhatura. But the 
people generally would not take to dhatura so long 
as they could get alcohol or opium. 


Question 46.—The table of typical cases found 
in answer No, 45 should be found in answer 
No. 46; for the cases are due to the excessive use, 
Case No. 11 is a relapse of No. 5, and No, 12 of 
No. 6. And these relapses are clear and positive 
proof that the cases were due to ganja. The total 
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number of cases is ten; but these two relapses 
are important as proving the cause to have been 
ganja, as it was the recurrence of the habit that 
led to the recurrence of the insanity. 


All these cases were under my observation as 
Civil Surgeon, with a view to the men being sent 
to the asylum. All the men went to the asylum. 
I have hospital notes on the cases—brief but to 
the point: these are fuller than the statements I 
sent to the asylum. 

The history of ganja smoking is given from 
the statements of relations or friends, if they 
come with the patient. If not, we enter nothing, 
because police statements are hearsay. I enter 
the police statements only in the certificate as 
“Facts observed by others,” Butin the Form 
specially showing cause, I put down what the re- 
lations tell me, If the police tell me the cause, 
J send myself for the relations who bave given the 
police the information and examine them myself, 
I then make my entry as to cause. IfI cannot 
get the relatives, I show the cause as ** unknown,” 
If the police knew personally the habits of the 
man, then I would accept their statements, but 
not otherwise. If the police give me information 
as to cause which is the result of inquiry, I reject 
that, for in such scientific inquiries | consider it 
necessary to have information at first hand, 


I have a Hospital Assistant in charge of the 
Thana Hospital; but I take the evidence of re- 
latives entirely myself; and it is always in my 
handwriting. 

T have not notes on these cases with me now. 
Asa rule; these cases are at least a month under 
my observation at the hospital. 


I think I have sent over fifty cases to the asy- 
lums during the years 1881-92, 


I see case No, 9 on my list. I ascertained the 
cause of insanity in that case. It was about four 
years ago when the Tansa Valley works were go- 
ing on. The cause was ganjasmoking. The 
name was Yesu Ragho. It is possibie he was 
sent to Kolaba Asylum: I think so. I forget 
whether i had his relations up. Speakiug gener- 
ally, if Ibad a history of the ganja habit, I 
should not be inclined to make that the cause if 
it were moderate. Moderate consumption 1 would 
regard as a predisposing cause rather than excit- 
ing. I would not put down “ cause unknown ” 
in that case. ‘his is evidently the case 
shown as No. 2 on the 1892 hemp drng ad- 
missions in the Kolaba Asylum, The paraplegia 
referred to as having supervened there does not 
militate against the man’s being a ganja smoker, 
or the cause of his melancholia being due to exces- 
sive ganjasmoking. Partial paraplegia may be 
due to disease of the spinal chord which may or 
may not be due to ganja smoking, The ultimate 
result. of excessive ganja smoking leads in my 
opinion to the total annibilation of the sensory 
nerves, and would so cause paraplegia, I re- 
member two instances of hard ganja smokers 
who constantly suffered from peripheral neu- 
ritis, in which there was marked angsthesia 
of the right upper and lower extremity. They 
ultimately died of hemiplegia. We may. as- 
sume also that brain lesious of the cerebral centres 
may occur, I have uo personal knowledge from 
post mortem examinations of lesions in the brain 
or in the spinal chord. I cannot refer to any 
works containing a record of such observations, 
not at the present moment, My statements re- 
garding these lesions are based on personal olservs 
ations of the symptoms of the two cases to which 
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I have referred, but they were not verified by 
post-mortem examination, I regard that experi. 
ence as putting the matter practically beyond 
doubt that excessive ganja consumption and such 
lesion are connected as cause and effect, In 
these cases I have the history of the case to guide 
me to the conclusion that the ganja caused the 
lesion, as well as the progress of the disease, as 
observed by me, During the time the man in 
each case was under my vbservation no Cannabis 
indica was given by way of treatment. I got 
the cases under my treatment with the history 
that the men were exvessive ganja smokers, 
From the nature of their nervous symptom I was 
of opivion that they were due to excessive ganja 
smoking; and during the time these cases were 
under my treatment they were never given Can- 
nabis indica in any shape. Therefore I conclude 
that there were permanent lesions due to the use 
ef the drug. The nervous symptoms to which 
I have referred were similar to sypmtoms which 
might have been caused by any of half a dozen 
other causes, ¢. g., (chiefly) syphilis and local tum- 
ours. I was able to exclude these causes from 
the former history of the cases I have mentioned. 


I know of no experiment on the lower animals 
leading to the conclusion that lesions are caused by 
hemp drugs. 

I am not prepared to go into these ten cases at 
present; for I have not brought my notes on them 
with me, These notes are not so complete as to 
enable me to state in each case whether all pos- 
sible causes have been excluded. The notes are 
not complete in regard to the questions put by 


a 


this Commission ; and besides I was not so_parti- 
cular as to cause as I was in regard to the disease, 
I do not think I could give more information than 
could be obtained in the asylums, 


If a man were brought to me insane, who had 
been much under the influence of the sun and of 
malaria, and who had suffered from fever a good 
deal, and I were told of him that he smoked ganja, 
I should say that the exciting cause of the in- 
sanity was the fever if that immediately preceded 
the attack, but that the predisposing cause was 
the use of ganja. In some cases of excess insanity 
can be traced direct to ganja ; in other (moderate) 
cases the ganja habit may make the operation of 
sun or malaria effective in producing insanity. 
That is, the man might have escaped otherwise. 
Given the habit of ganja smoking with the fact 
of insanity, however, I would not attribute the 
insanity to the ganja either as the predisposing 
or exciting cause in all cases. In some cases the 
insanity might be due to some cause unconnected 
with ganja. In the case above stated of the man 
suffering from sun and malaria and fever aud smoke 
ing ganja, I should hold the ganja to be connects 
ed as cause with the insanity as above stated, un- 
less I could find some cause that excluded it asa 
Co-onerating cause. This is a typical ease from 
my part of the country owing to the malarious 
character of the place and the Tansa Water-works. 
And this explains my statement in answer 46 that 
“ganja smoking acts more asa predisposing than 
as an exciting cause.” I would not call it a pre- 
disposing cause in cases of heredity and syphilis, 
but these are rarer in my experience. 





74, Evidence of Surcron-CotoneL D. E. Hueues, Principal Medical Officer, 
Bombay, Deesa and Aden Districis, Bombay. 


1, Fourteen years’ service in a Native Regi- 
ment ; Superintendent of Luzatic Asylum, Poona ; 
private practice among better class vatives, 


27. Among ‘the patients admitted into the 
Poona Lunatic Asylum whose insanity was ascrib- 
ed to hemp drugs, by far the greater number 
were Hindus who smoked ganja. 


31, All habits are difficult to break off, 
35. (a) I fear not. 

(b) and (d) Yes, 

(e) I cannot tell. 

(7) Most probably. 


43. Apparently so. 


45, To the best of my recollection many of the 
comparatively young sepoys (sixteen years’ service), 
who appeared before Invaliding Boards were said 
to be addicted to ganja and charas smoking to 
which their early break-down was attributed. 
I think the smoking of charas causes bronchitis 
and asthma, asI well remember cases of these 
diseases in the 14th Bombay Infantry which were 
ascribed by the Hospital Assistant and the men’s 
comrades to charas smoking, and which recovered 
in hospital quicker than cases due to ordinary 
causes. 


Smoking ganja induces insanity, generally 
mania, and, as faras my recollection goes, tem- 
porary in character. The symptoms may be re- 
induced by the use of the drug after release from 
restraint as shown by readmissions iuto lunatic 
asylums. 
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Patients when asked whether they were ganja 
smokers readily admitted the habit. 


47 and 48, Unknown. 


49, I think sc. Well-to-do and comparatively 
young patients, wbo have consulted me evidently 
with a view to obtaining a prescription for an 
aphrodisiac tonic, have in the course of examina- 
tion volunteered the statement that they smoked 
ganja, and appeared to blame that habit for their 
sexual weakness, 


51. Those I have known as ganja smokers have 
generally been dissipated and disreputable-lookiug 
men. 


53. Apparently. 


54. Cases of the drug being used by criminals 
for this purpose are quoted in books of Indian 
Medical Jurisprudence, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I have had twenty-seven years’ 
service. For fourteen years I was attached to a 
regiment, and was from that time in continuous 
civil employ till quite recently. I was in charge 
of the Lunatic Asylum, Poona, for broken periods, 
amounting in all to nearly three years. I have had 
no other exceptional opportunity of gaining 
insanity experience, I am now Principal Medical 
Officer in Bombay, Deesa and Aden districts, 

Question 27,—Since writing this answer I have 
had it confirmed by figures furnished by the pre- 
sent Superintendent of the Asylum, I arrived at 
the conclusion stated by a general recollection of 
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the facts. I have nothing to add on the subject 
which cannot be ascertained from the registers of 
the asyluin. 

Question 45.—I remember that when the yearly 
inspection for pension took place each year in Sep- 
tember, a number of men, of service only just 
long enough to earn pension, came up sufferiug 
from bronchitis and asthma, ‘They were generally 
weak and broken in appearance, but this may 
have been cavsed by voluntary starvation. They 
would attend the hospital and be cured, and be in 
a short time readmitted for the same complaint. 
They were, as 1 have said, of the length of service 
which would entitle them to invalid pension. It 
was explained to me that they owed their illness 
to charas smoking. I did not certify in any case 
that the illness of a man who was granted pension 
was due to charas, Iam bound to state that an 
applicant’s disease was not aggravated by vice or 
intemperance, but I took no notice of the use of 
the drug in any of these cases, because I did not 
attach sufficient importance to the statements 
made to me, and was not sure that they were 
correct. I speak only of physical break-down in 
this answer. In saying that smoking ganja 
induces insanity I refer to the excessive use. My 
statement is based on lunatic asylum experience 
principally, but also upon my experience as Civil 
Surgeon when certifying cases for the asylum. | 
I do not remember any particular case, but re- | 
member them asaclass. As Civil Surgeon, I 
thought it was my duty to ascertain the causes 
of insanity. For this purpose I enquired of re- 
lations when they came, and, if they were not 
present, of the police. I would ask relations what 


the cause was. If they said ganja, I should have 
considered it quite enough. If the police made 
the same statement, 1 should accept it. As far 
as I know, these statements form the basis of the 
asylum statistics. But when a man gets over his 
insanity in the asylum, he will sometimes con- | 


fess to the use of the drug. If the friends told 


75. Evidence of Surcron-Captain W. H. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I am eleven years in service. I 
have been Assistant Civil Surgeon for nearly four 
years, and Surgeon to the Sassoon Hospital during 
that period. I have been in temporary charge of 
the Poona Lunatic Asylum for short periods, and 
1 was fifteen months in charge of the Ratnagiri 
Asylum. Ihave had no special asylum experience 
in England, 

Question 45.—The lunatics found wandering 
about in Poona are sent to me for observation. 
Sometimes a vernacular correspondence is sent 
with the lunatic. As a rule, only a letter is sent 
stating that the Jupatic is of unsound mind, and 
requesting me to examine him and give the neces- 
sary certificate for admission to the asylum if he 
is found to be insaue. Asa rule, itis very diffi- 
cult to find out anything about the lunatic’s past 





habits-and_histor natic’s relations 
come up we can discover something. ‘lhe verna- 
cular papers constitute the police report. They 
sometimes contain a declaration by the reiatives. 
I get them read by students at the hospital at the 
time that I inspect the lunatic. The papers 
generally contain information regarding the con- 
duct which proves the existence o£ lunacy. They 
rarely give any information about the cause of 
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me, or the man admitted, that he used ganja, | 
would make no further enquiry, but assume that 
the use was excessive, Ifthe ganja habit were 
admitted, I should still enquire as to other causes 
—those detailed in the form. Ihave had cases 
in which the use of alcohol and opium has been 
admitted as well as that of ganja. When ganja 
and alechol were both admitted, the case would 
be entered as one of toxic insanity. But asa 
rule I think the cause would be put down to 
ganja for preference. In a case where hereditary 
insanity was established and the use of ganja 
admitted, the case would probably be regarded 
as one in which heredity was the predisposing and 
ganja the exciting cause, and ganja would be 
entered as the cause inthe returns. I do not 
regard the returns of the lunatic asylums, framed 
in the manner I have described, as forming a 
satisfactory basis for a scientific opinion regard- 
ing the connection between insanity and the hemp 
drugs. But the procedure is the best that is 
practicable, and the information is all that we 
can get. I have no doubt in my own mind, in 
spite of the partial discrediting of the statistics, 
that ganja does lead to aform of mania. A 
great proportion of the cases assigned to hemp 
drugs in lunatic asylum reports are in my belief 
due to that cause, though possibly the drug is 
unfairly charged with a certain portion of them. 
I say only “ possibly” notwithstanding what 1 
have said above, because if ganja is the exciting 
cause of insanity, I think it is properly entered as 
“the cause” whether there was a predisposing 
cause or not. ‘There is no advantage in entering 
a “cause” which is doubtful, because it will be 
of no assistance in the treatment of the case. 
But for the purpose of the returns I should never 
enter a case as ‘* cause unknown ” when the ganja 
habit had been attributed to the man. Notwith- 
standing this, I cannot go further than to sa 

that the drug is “possibly”? credited unfairly 
with causing insanity. 


Burke, Assistant Civil Surgeon, Poona. 


insanity. It is very uncommon for me to see the 
man’s friends, It happens wher the relatives 
wish to take charge of the lunatic, and such cases 
go not go into the asylum. Sometimes the 
lunatic} himself gives some account of his past 
history, I generally try to see the lunatic’s 
relations myself if they come. Sometimes the 
student in charge of the case takes their state- 
ments. The student and | also conduct our exa- 
mination in accordance with Form C, In Ratna- 
girl, Form C was always filled up by the Magis- 
trate. Here itis filled up by me. In Ratnagiri 
the Magistrate sometimes left some details of the 
statement blank for me to fillin as Superintend. 
ent of the Asylum, The information I give in 
Form'€ is generally very incomplete, as I have 
only the lunatic to get it from. The important 
part of my duty in connection with the lunatic is 
the preparation of Form A, the medica] certificate 
which contains no entry as to cause. Against head 
12 of Form C, in the case of Gujar Shah, appears 
the following entry :—“ The above mentioned 
ganja smoking and relivious and isolated habits.”’ 
So far as 1 remember the entry regarding ganja 
smoking was based on a vernacular paper, The 
man was a fakir, aged 75, and appeared to be 
suffering from religious mania, due, in fart at 
least, to his habits and ways of thought as a 
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fakir. The fact of his early cure, as shown by 
his exhibiting no signs of insanity in the asylum, 
would point to ganja smoking as the exciting 
cause, the symptoms having only lasted about six 
days. If there had been no history of ganja 
smoking in this case, the symptoms would have 
heen consistent with the form of mania called 
transient mania, 1 have seen that form of mania, 
Without the ganja history, I could not bave arrived 
at any diagnosis of the cause. Against head 12 
in Form C of the ease of Rangnath Trimbak is 
entered “ unknown,” and against head 6 of the 


same form regarding character is entered “ drinks | 


bhang.” I cannot recall the facts of the case 
clearly, but think the entries were based on exa- 
mination of his brother, who was present. It is 


evident from the entry against head 12 that I | 


did not attribute the insanity in this case to the 
hemp drugs. If I ascertained that the man used 
ganja I would attribute the insanity to ganja in 
default of other causes. It has not been my 


practice to make enquiry whether the patient was | 
given to the excessive, as distinguished from the | 


moderate, use. In the case of Rangnath, it is 
probable that the brother did not attribute the 
insanity to the drug. In th? case of Trimbak 
Vinayak, all the entries in Form C are based on 
the father’s statement. I don’t remember in 
what condition the boy was, and the statement 
“abstinence from food”? was probably based on 
the father’s information. In the case of Laxman 
Nandram, it is stated opposite “ character ” thead 
6 of Form C) that “he drinks country liquor 
and ganja.’ The brother was present, and this 
statement was probably made by him, Against 
head 12, I eutered the cause as “ unknown.’ The 
insanity baving lasted two and a half years (vide 


head 9) may have been the cause of my doubt as 


If I had regarded the last case as one of tozic 
insanity, I should not have put it down to country 
liquor in preference to ganja, though the lunatic 
used both. If it is true, as stated in the asylum, 
that the man smoked ganja occasionally but not 
regularly, and that he drank liquor frequently for 
years, I should have been inclined to regard liquor 
asthe more probable cause if the insanity could 
| be considered to be forte. I should class hemp 
| drug insanity generally as acute mania. Acute 
mania may be due to mauy causes. I ean’t say 
that I have noticed any typical symptoms iu acute 
manta due to hemp drugs. The diagnosis would 
rest on the appearance of the lunatic and on the 
temporary nature of the insanity. Other symp- 
toms would be reduess of the eyes, violent excite- 
ment, aud mental activity. I have not noticed 
| anything peculiar about the pupils. These symp- 

toms would be present in éransient mania. I 
| would not go so far as to say that the diagnosis 
| of hemp drug insanity depends entirely on history. 
i here are appearances which one comes to regard 
| as connected with such cases, but on which I 
| should not venture to make a diagnosis without 
| history of the hemp arug habit. All the symp- 
toms might be found in the form of insanity 
| known as éransient mania ; but I should not diag- 
| nose transient mania from them, because my ex- 
| perience has led me to regard it as much more 

rare than hemp drug insanity. Transient mania 
might be brought on by mental shock, such as 
loss of money or exposure, I don’t think dha- 
{ura poisoning, whose symptoms are well marked, 
could be mistaken for it. Up-country men and 
fakirs seem to furnish the majority of hemp-drug 
insanes, ‘These classes of persons are exposed to 
| vicissitudes of temperature and insufficient food. 
These would be causes of transient mania. The 








to whether liquor and ganja should be regarded 
as the cause. I have always looked upon Form 
C as a statement of which the entries might be 
modified by enquiry at the asylum, and [ have 
thought it better to record the word “ unkuown,” 
unless I was tolerably certain regarding the cause, 


fakir class would be specially liable to an attack of 
transient mania from exposure to weather, want 
of food, and religious excitement. The solitary 
| habit would be more likely to induce meZan- 
cholta, 


76. Evidence of Rao Saues Burtcasexs AMroor CuoByr, Brahmin, Assistant Surgeon, 
Poona City. 


Ganja is used for smoking; generally a little 
tobacco is mixed with it before use. It is also 


used in the preparation of majum, yakuti, gul- | 


eand, and shrikhand, which are used for eating. 


Bhang is powdered and mixed with syrup and 
used under the name of ghota for drivking. 


Charas is used for smoking only. 


They are generally used by the idle and vicious 
of all classes; but bhang and the said prepara- 
tions of ganja are sometimes used even by persoLs 
of respectable position, 


Charas is very rarely used in this part of India, 
and I cannot assign any reason for this. 


Ganja and charas are used for smoking, bhang 
for drinking, and the preparations of ganja for 
eating. 

Smoking of ganja is prevalent amongst the lower 
classes, and bhang and the preparations of ganja are 
nsed, though rarely, by the other classes for driuk- 
ing and eating respectively. 

Bhang is, I believe, never used for smoking, 


The use of these narroties is, J believe, on an 
increase in Poona, and this may perhans be due to 
vol, vii, 


tiie cheapness of the drugs 


Dt 
than any of the other narcotics. 
Low company, idle habits, absence of mental 
| work and poverty generally lead people to resort 
| to these narcotics. 


They are cheaper 


A habitual moderate consumer requires per 
diem half an anna for ganja aud one anna for 
bhang; while a habitual excessive consumer re- 
quires per diem two annas for ganja and four 
annas for bhang. 

Dhatura is sometimes mixed with these narco- 
tics in order to increase their intoxicating effects. 

The consumption of these drugs is chiefly con- 
fined to the male sex. The habit is contracted 
generally after twenty years of age; ganja is not 
at all used by children and women. Some pros- 
titutes, however, aie known to make use of bhang 
and the preparations of ganja. 


————— 


The habit is easily formed, and it is very dif_i- 
cult to break it off. 


It is not quite feasible to prohibit the use of 
the drug, since its prohibition is likely to lead 
the persons habituated to its use to take to other 
more expensive intoxicants. 
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Cannabis causes mirthful delirium, causeless fits 
of laughter, dilatation of the pupils and halluci- 
nations, whereas alcohol leads to contraction of | 
unsteadiness of yait. 

By smoking ganja and charas, mental, diges- 
tive, and consequently the physical, powers of 
the body are impaired, In extreme cases it leads 
to melancholy, impotence and dropsy. 

Smoking is more injurious thun eating, 

European doctors prescribe extract and tincture 
of ganja in cases of diarrhoea, dysentery, astbma, 
gleet, tetanus, etc. Native Vaidyas prescribe 
ganja and its preparations in some of the above 
maladies, 
ganja in cattle diseases, 

Habitual moderate use of these drugs is, I think, | 
not beneficial to the digestive system, but it does 


give some staying- power under severe exertion ; | 


it does not serve as a febrifuge or preventive of to commit crime. 


malaria, 





| does in no way do good to the human system, 


Moderate use of ghota, a preparation of bhang, 
slightly aids digestion, but taken in excess it 





Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 


The immediate effect of moderate use is invigor- 
ating and refreshing. It excites hunger. 


Habitual use of ganja and charas impairs the 
constitution and injures digestion, but I think it 
does not cause dysentery, brouchitis or asthma. 
It impairs the moral seuse, and brings on laziness, 
Ganja smoking weakens mental powers and causes 


| 
| insanity in many cases, which is rarely permanent. 
Native physicians are known to use | 
| 


The habit is not inherited. 


It is used as an aphredisiac. 


It is used by 
some prostitutes. 


It is said to produce impotence. 
Moderate use of the drug does not lead a person 


Excessive use of the drug leads to temporary 


Habitual use of this drug, however moderate, | homicidal frenzy. 





77. Evidence of Kuan Banapvur Dossapnoy PesronJer, Parsi, Assistant 


Surgeon, Parakh Dispensary, Surat, 
His Excellency the Viceroy. 


1. Lam medical officer in charge of the Pa- 
rakh Dispensary at Surat, and besides I bave had 
extensive private practice amongst the inbabit- 
ants and operatives of mills in this city. 


2. In India, so in the district of Surat, there 
are three narcotic articles that are naturally ub- 
tained from hemp, The three articles are (2) 
siddhi bhang, (#2) ganja, and (222) charas, There 
are three different names for siddhi, xz., bhang, 
sabzi or myapant, the word patti being quite un- 
knewr in Guzerat. 


Charas is a greenish-brown, moist, resinous 
mass and consists of resin mixed sometimes with 
fragments of the leaves. Bhang consists of | 
dried Jeaves in the form of coarse powder with 
peculiar odour characteristic of its narcotic prin- 
ciples. Ganja is the name given to the flowering | 
tops of the female plant. There are three varieties, 
but only two are known in Guzerat (7) the flat 
ganja, and (22) the broken ganja. 

Yes, these definitions may be accepted for the 
province of Guzerat. Each of these products is 
locally known as (2) blang, (#2) charas, and (¢73) 
ganja. 


19, Ganja and charas are for the most part used 
for smoking, but some people use ganja leaves | 
for eating with the object of producing its effects 
without taking the trouble of cleaning it and 
smoking it in a pipe, 

23. Tomy knowledge bhang is never used for 
smoking to produce intoxication. 


28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs depend upon the habit of the consumer 
of taking it once or twicea day, and the locality in 
which the drugs are grown and easily obtainable. 


(a) The dose is one tola or two drachms, 
and the cost one pice. 


(4) he dose is three tolas or 
and the cost from one to two annas, 


6 drachms, 





29, With some inveterate smokers of ganja it | 
is the practice sometimes to mix dhatura and | 
opium for the purpose of smoking, the object being 


_ babit or desire. 


and Honorary Assistant Surgeon to 


to intensify the effects of intoxication at compara. 
tively less cost. 

Yes, there is a preparation which is ordinarily 
called bhang massala, and which consists of the 
following ingredients: —Wepper, almonds, poppy 
seeds, sugar, and pistachio seeds. Another prepa- 
ration called majum consists of sugar, butter, flour, 
milk and bhang. 


30. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally practised in solitude except in the case 
of charas, which ts invariably smoked in shops and 
in the company of habitual comrades. The con- 
sumption of these articles is mainly confined to 
the male sex, except in the case of bhang, which 
is used in the form of drink by some low caste 
females, and generally by prostitutes. 


31. The habit is easily formed and very difficult 
to break off. A confirmed consumer of ganja will 
smoke it with the sale of all his belongings, and 


it is particularly with this drug that there is a 


peculiar tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive. 


32. It is customary at weddings, amongst a 
class of people called the Ghauchees and fishermen - 
to partake of a little quantity of bhang before 
commencing their meals for the purpose of pro- 
ducing excitement and exhilaration, and the use 
in such cases is generally temperate, and there is 
no reason to believe that such temporary use of 
the drug leads to the formation of any confirmed 
Bhang is offered at the shrine of 
“ Mahadeb,” the votaries not partaking it. 


36. I am of opinion that aleohol has gradually 
superseded the use of any of these drugs, on 
account of the greater facility in obtaining it, and 
the surreptitious and secret manner in which it 
could be obtained for ready use, 


37. I have had no experience of the effects of 
ebaras smoking, which is wholly practised in shops 
at Bombay, ‘The effects produced by the drinking 
of bhang are of a mild exhilarant character, and 
free from any tendency to commit violence or self- 
destruction. Charas is not used in this district. 
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Drinking bhang is considered a safer and more 
healthy practice than smoking ganja. 


39. It is generally admitted, and I believe with 
much truth, that the habitual excessive smoking 
of hemp induces a tendency towards producing 
insanity, and this opinion is confirmed by some 
eases which have come under my professional 
observations. 


40. In some cases of asthma and diseases of the 
Jungs smoking of hemp is recommended as a great 
palliative of the attack. Amongst cattle, and especi- 
ally amongst buffaloes, it is given with the object 
of causing an increased flow of milk. Bhang 
leaves are used for fumigation in hemorrhoids and 
fistula of anus. 


41, A moderate use of bhang is beneficial in 
its effects— 


(a) as giving a stimulus to appetite ; 
(6) as a restorative under severe strain of the 


system or in alleviating the effects of 
fatigue. 


(c) It is said to be a febrifuge in malarious 
districts. 
It tends to keep up the vital powers, especially 
amongst those accustomed to hard labour, as wood- 
cutters and carriers of heavy loads. 


42, I consider the moderate use of bhang bene- 
ficial as discussed in the above question. Jewel- 
lers and goldsmiths generally take a small quantity 
of bhang before commencing their usual daily 
avocations. 


44, The immediate effect is that of slight ex- 
citement with incoherent and a rapid succession 
of thoughts. In small doses it is refreshing, In 
large doses it produces intoxication. The effects 
last for four or five hours. The after-effects are 
languor and lassitude. 


45. No, it does not. 


46. Hxbitual excessive use of the drug produces 
derangement of the mental powers. It reduces 
the vital powers of the system, and renders the 
consumer liable to attacks of dysentery and bron- 
chitis. It has the effect of impairing the moral 
sense, and produces habits of immorality or de- 
bauchery. In cases where insanity is produced 
by the use of hemp drugs, the type is generally 
that of imbeclitiy or idiotey, and is almost in- 
curable. 


7 ST Sere STUNU AEN RAIESARAAMAMNORIAT A? SH 


49, It is said that a moderate use of bhang is | 


made as an aphrodisiac by prostitutes, 


Excessive | 


and constant use of hemp has a tendency to pro- | 


duce impotence. 

50. Excessive use of these articles, especially of 
ganja, is prejudicial to health. 
petite instead of stimulating it, It undermines 
the vital powers of the system, aud lastly it leads 
to insanity. 

56. The admixture of dbhatura to bhang is in 
use only amongst those who have contracted ex- 
cessive and inveterate habits, with the object of 
intensifying the effects of the drug at a minimum 
of cost. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I1 was educated in the Grant Me. 
dical College, and am G, G. M. C. (Graduate, 
Grant Medical College), having takeu my degree 
before the University came into existence. | 
have thirty-three years’ service all in this presi- 
dency. I have no special experience about insani- 
ty: no asylum experience. Being in charge of 
the Mahikantha Agency for ove year gave me 
vol. vii. 


It destroys ap- | 


some experience of ganja; there were 1,900 
people employed on the horses, of whom about one- 
third used hemo drugs. This was in 1860. I 
have had occasional experience since. 


Question 3.—By the last clause I mean that 
it is now more easy to obtain liquor surreptitiously 
than it used tobe. I am only speaking from 
experience in the city of Surat. 


Question 46.—My statements here as to in- 
sanity are based on my Mahikantha experiences 
among the troopers. I have no more recent ex- 
perience. I have had one case more recent than 
these (which occurred in 1360). I have bad a 
case in Surat, six years ago. I have no case since 
then ; that is my last case. Nordo I remember 
any case between 1860 and the Surat case. The 
man was a Hindu about 24 or 25. I believe he 
was single, but do not know. He was brought to 
me for treatment in 1887 suffering from dementia. 
He was brought by his relations as a private patient, 
His relations informed me that at the age of 15 or 
16 he contracted the habit of smoking ganja, I 
was not told where he learned the habit: these 
people are not accurate in their statements. Since 
he had contracted the habit he had left off going 
to school and was constantly in the habit of wander- 
ing in the streets. I was told that his habits 
gradually became filthy, not particular about clean- 
liness, and that his memory so far disappeared 
that he could not recognize even his friends or re- 
lations. He was not violent ora terror to his 
neighbours. I did not send him to the hospital, 
and recommended that he should be washed, and 
declared that the case was almost incurable. He 
was brought before me on two or three occasions at 
intervals of two or three months. He was only 
brought to me as ar out-door patient, 2. ¢., for a 
few minutes or half an hour atatime. He was 
not aa official patient ; so I took no notes of the 
case. 


The only cause the relations could assign for 
his insanity was smoking ganja. 1 enquired as 
to whether he was a great student or had any 
strain on his brain; but they could not give me 
any positive reply. I also asked about immoral- 
ity. They could not give me any answer. I believe 
they were either ashamed to reveal the real 
state of his mind or perhaps they did uot know. 


They said there was no hereditary tendency : 
that he had no mad relative. Ido not remember 
whether I asked about liquor, as he wasa Hindu. 


They said he had begun to failat about the age 
of 15 or 16, and had grown gradually worse. I[ 
formed the opinion at the time that this insanity 
was due to ganja. I cannot say that 1 am con- 
vinced that it was not due to venereal excess. 


The relations told me be was a lively boy up 
to fifteen. I had not seen him before he was 
brought to me. The only peculiar symptoms of 
hemp drug insanity are a peculiar despondency of 
mind and drea¢ of relations and friends. I be- 
lieve there is also a loss of venereal power. LIre- | 
gard these as typical symptoms, using the word 
“ typical ” in a medical sense. From these symp- 
toms I svould be led to form an opinion that the 
insanity was due to hemp drugs. I would be in- 
clined to diagnose it even without any history, 
Any or all of these symptoms might be due to 
other causes. I would attach some importance to 
the history also. 1 believe I cannot say that any 
case of insanity isdue to hemp drugs from the 
symptoms without the history. History is not the 
sole means of arriving at a diagnosis ; symptoms 
must also be taken into consideration, I base my 
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statements about typical symptoms only on this | 
case which is my only ganja case. The Mahi- | 
kantha cases of 1860 were ganja cases, but none | 
of them was a confirmed form of madness, I | 
have never read of, or come across, any case of | 
ganja insanity with these typical symptoms, I | 
do not remember reading of sucii a case. 


From this cose I also judge that confirmed in- 
sanity from ganja is incurable, 
Question 49.—People have tld me that they 


_ themselves have used bhang as an aphrodisiac. 


There are other aphrodisiacs easily available to the 
people, but bhang is the only cheap one, 





78. Evidence of Assistant SuRGroN ANNA MorztsHwar Kunrtr, J. J. Hospital, 


Bombay. 











1. In my professional capacity I have had a 
few opportunities. 
2. Yes. 


are sold in 


names :—bhang, 


The dried leaves of the hemp plant 
the market under the following 
sabji, ghota, and siddhi. 


19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing. 

23. Bhanga is not used for smoking in Bom- 
bay. 


28. (a) Three tolas, which cost about 4th of an 
anna. 


(6) Drink the sherbet prepared from bhang 
to the extent of about two or three seers, which 
cost about $ anna. Bavas and fakirs, habitual 
excessive consumers, consume about 4 seer of | 
ganja a day. 

29. Ordinarily bhangais mixed with a little 
of black pepper and sugar. Excessive consumers 
add sometimes a little of dhatura (the seeds gene- 
rally) to increase the power of the drug. 


Bhanga massala consists of (1) black pepper, 
(2) poppy seeds, (3) rose buds, (4) cardamoms, and 
(5) almonds in varying proportions. 

30. Bhanga (preparation) is usually drunk in 
Quantities. either in solitude or in company of 
others, Ganja smoking is better enjoyed in com- | 


pany than in solitude. Bhang drinking is con- 

fined both to the mules as well as females. Males | 
only smoke, Children under 13 or 14 years of | 
uge are not found smoking ganja. 


31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs | 


Ganja | 


smokers mis with it half the quantity of tobacco. | for piles. 


is generally formed by association ; but once the 
habit is formed it is difficult to get rid of it. 

32, Worshippers of god Mahadeva prepare the 
sherbet of bhang in large quantities on Mondays. 
In the month of Shravan, a large quantity is freee 
ly distributed. The Marwari Brahmans _parti- 
cularly believe in the efficacy of the drug in this 
month. ‘The use of the drug is generally in 
moderate quantities. his does not lead to the 
formation of the habit. ‘They don’t seem to be 
injurious. 

36, Alcohol of late is taking the place of these 
drugs, ‘The causes of this change seem to be— 


(2) The trouble one has to take to preparing 
ganja or bhanga. 

(L) Alcohol can he easily obtained, 

(c) Alcohol works on the system sooner, and is 
becoming more fashionable. 

39. Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
bhanga. 


40. Vaidyas often use bhanga asa fumigation 


41. (2) Moderate ganja smoking is said to 
increase the appetite. I have personally uct 
known much about it. 


(4) A person is supposed to stand exposure and 
fatigue. 


(c), (@) It is nota febrifuge, 
42, The use of these drugs is not harmless, 


44 and 45. T had no opportunities of observing 
this. 


47, No, It is not a hereditary habit. 
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Question 46.—T have found insanity to result 
often from the excessive und habitual use of ganja 
or bhang. During the last twenty-one years, 1872 
—1]892, 75 lunatics were referred to me for ex- 
amination and report. Out of these, 15 or 20 
per cent. had become insaue from ganja smoking, 
Of these, 8 were afllicted with general mania, 2 
amorous mania, 38 demonomania and 1 each 
with pyromania and religious mania, In one 
case, I have observed gencral atrophy and death 
to result from the use of majum, or sweet cakes 
mide of bhang. I have not noticed any other 
disease to result from occasional or moderate use 
of ganja or bhang in any form, although some 
town people do occasionally indulge in it 


| 
Oral evidence. 


Question 46.—The cases referred to in my 
letter were cases which were sent to me in my | 


Evidence of Assistant SurcEoN M. F. Peretra, in medical charge, Alibag, 


capacity as Civil Surgeon for report to the 
Magistrate. I base my statement upon the 
record of such reports made by me. My report 
was in each ease based upon the information 
given by the police or furnished by the lunatie 
himseif or his relations. I could not say that the 
opinion reported in any one case was one which, 
speaking prcfessionally, was based upon adequate 


i Observation, The reason is that they were just 


passing through my hands, and the time for 
observation was limited. The important point 
was to decide whether the man was a lunatic or 
not, not what the causes of his insanity — were, 
although the cause had to be entered in the 
Forms A and C, and it was accordingly entered, 
s> far as could be ascertained from the brief 
period and opportunities afforded for observation 
and as communicated to me, I do not think 
tie cases are worth laying before the Commission. 
I have been in independent ebarge for the last 
twenty-five years. 
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80. Evidence of Rao Bauapur Tuaxorpas Kreannat, Bania, Assistant Surgeon. 
Wadhwan Civil Station, Kathiawar. 


1. (a) Bhang: (1) my own personal ex- 
perience as regards its effects when taken 
eecasionally in moderate quantities ; (2) experience 
derived from observing its effects oti relatives, 
friends, religious mendicants, jogis, atits, fakirs 
and class of people who are votaries of the god 
Mahadev, 
moderate consumers as well as habitual moderate 
consumers, I have also seen occasional excessive 
consumers snd habitual excessive consumers. (3) 
My coming in contact with different classes of 
people professionally is also one of the sources of 
information. 

(6) As far as charas is concerned, I have neither 
personal experience nor have I had any oppor- 
tunities of observing its effect on others. What 
little I know of its effects and uses has been derived 
from statement of others. 


(c) Ganja.—I have no personal experience as 
regards ganja, But 1 have seen many persons 
who are addicted to its use. Also Thad oppor- 
tunities of observing its effects on friends and 
others when indulged in occasicnal and habitual 
moderate and excessive quantities. 


(d) Besides all these sources enumerated above, 
there is one other source which ] must vot omit to 
mention, and this is the study and perusal of 
medical works, 


2. Dr, Prain’s definition can be aceepted for 
this province except that. the bhang sold in these 
parts is not the leaves only of the hemp plant as 
stated by him. Jt is always more or less mixed 
with seeds. There are various names by which 
bhang is known in this part of the country, and 
these names with their meanings are explained 
below. Ganja and charas go by the same name 
here as in Bengal. 


The following are the various names by which 
bhang is known :— 


(1) Vijia. This means giver of success. (2) 
Dnyanvali, meaning creeper of knowledge. (3) 
Samitdevi, meaning giver of knowledge. (4) 
Sabji. (5) Khang is also commonly called 


“Lilagar.”’ (6) Siddhi, Literally means acecoim- 
plishments of purpose. Bhang is so called be- 
cause it is used by jogis and ascetics to con- 
centrate their mind when practising jog with 
the object of attaining one or more of the eight 
principal siddhis known to the Hindu mythology. 
The names of these eight principal siddbis are— 

(1) Anima; (2) laghima; (3) garima; (4) 
pathima; (&) parkaya pravesh ; (6) durgaman ; 
(7) durviukshan; (8) adrashya. 


The “chur” variety of gauja of Dr. Prain is 
generally known iu this part of the country us 
ganja-no-girdo. 


Ganja is also called “ sulpha”’ or “lila.” 


19, Ganja and charas are generally used for 
smoking purposes only. Ganja is more in use 
than charas in this part of country. Charas is not 
known to many in this part. Atits, khakhis and 
yogis are the only class of persons who to my 
knowledge supply few instances of ganja drinking, 
but this is more the exception than the rule. 


23. Bhang is general'y used for eating and 
drinking purposes only, Bhang smoking is not 
known. Persons accustomed to ganja smoking 


I have seen people who are occasional j 


{ 





when they cannot get ganja sometimes smoke 


bhang ; but these instances are very rare, 


28. Quantity. Price. 
(a) Bhang, habitual 
moderate - lto2drams 1 pie to 2} pie. 
about 
Habitual excessive 6} drams 1 pice. 


(6) Ganja habitual 
moderate 


4 to 23 drams_ 1 pie to 43 pies. 
Habitual excessive 


3 to 6 drams 2 pice to Lanna. 


Besides these, cases are seen jn which large quap- 
tities of bhang as well as ganja are consumed by 
yogis and atits. In these exceptional cases + seer 
of ganja and } seer of bhang are consumed by a 
single individual occasionally as well as daily. 


29. Bhang is ordinarily mixed with black or 
white pepper. It is not as a rule mixed with any 
poisonous drugs, but some samples of bhang con- 
tain an admixture of ganja-no-girdo, which is 
mostly got rid of by the washing process to which 
it is subjected before it is prepared for drinking 
purpose. Some fakirs and yogis mix it with 
dhatura seeds for the object of increasing ifs intoxi- 
eating effects, It is also exceptionally mixed with 
jowari grains and jowari roots to intensify its 
effects ; well-to-do class mix with various cooling 
and stimulating drugs, such as cucumber seeds, 
marsh melon seeds, watermelon seeds, fennel seeds, 
saffron, almonds, charoli (kernels of Buchananto 
latifolia), pista (kernels of Pistasta vira), dried 
rose buds, confection of roses, cardamoms, sugar, 
milk, and poppy seeds, Ganja is never smoked alone. 
It is always mixed with tobacco. Before it is mix- 
ed with tobacco it is washed to remove the colour- 
ing matter, Afterit is thoroughly washed, which 
appears by the washings coming out clear and 
colourless, itis squeezed between both the palms and 
then mixed with tobacco, and then putin a chillum 
Exceptionally it is mixed by yogis, khakhis, and 
fakirs with dhatura, Calotropis gigantea, arsenic, 
ulso with dried rose flower buds, otto of roses, 
cardamoms ; sometimes it is washed with the juice 
of sugarcane. The poisonous drugs are added to 
intensify its effects ; others are added for their 
flavour, It is also mixed with goodaku, which is 
a preparation of jagriand tobacco. Some people 
prepare a special ehillum from sugarcane and smoke 
ganjainit. The object of smoking thus is to 
mitigate the local irritant effect on the throat. The 
ordinary bhang massala of the bazar consists of 
black pepper, poppy seeds, almonds, fennel seeds 
and rose buds. Besides the ordinary massala other 
drugs enumerated above form the special massala 
of the well-to-do. 


Bhang is used for eating and drinking pur- 

poses in the following different ways :— 

(1) It is prepared in the form of powder 
for eating purpose. At first bhang is 
roasted on gentle fire till it assnines a 
reddish-brown colour and then reduced 
to fine powder. This is mixed with 
equal quantity of sugar or a little salt 
and pepper according to taste and taken. 

(2} Roasted gram and dry dates are charged 
with bhang, salt and pepper by certain 
process and taken by somefor the pur- 
pose of intoxication. 

(3) A kind of sweetmeat is prepared from 
bhang called mahajoon. The ordinary ma. 
hajoon that is sold in bazar is generally 
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composed cf sugar, ghee, and bang. It is 
prepared thus :—The required quantity of 
bhang is steeped in water for some time, 
then it is mixed with equal quantity of ghee 
in a tinned vessel, and the vessel is put on 
fire. he mixture is allowed to boil, taking 
care that after it is being put on fire it is 
constantly stirred up. Boiling is continued 
till all the water is evaporated, and the 
mixtureis then removed from the fire, and 
while hot, it is strained through a piece of 
cloth. By this process you get an oily 
solution of bhang, called Lhang-noo-ghee, 
with its colouriug matter. ‘The refuse is 
thrown away. The oily solution is sub- 
jected to washing to remove its colouring 
matter. The washings are thrown away. 
Then sufficient quantity of sugar is taken, 
to which a little water is added, and the 
vessel containing sugar and water is put on 
fire; just as the sugar dissolves, froth col- 
lectson its uppersurface. Milk and water 
are added with the object of removing the 
dirt of the sugar, Addition of milk and 
water brings the dirt in the form of a thick 
scum on the surface of the saccharine solu- 
tion, This scum is removed. This addi- 
tion of milk and water is repeated until the 
saccharine solution becomes thick, clear and 
of syrupy consistence. This is now mixed 
with the prepared ghee of hemp, and 
brisk stirring is continued for a few minu- 
tes, This is then poured in a flat dish 
and allowed to solidify in the form of a 
cake, which is divided into lozenges to 
which gold or silver leaves are applied. 
This is the ordinary mahajoon of bazar. 
When specially prepared it is mixed with 
stimulant and savoury substances. 


(4) The liquid preparation of the bhangis made 


as under. At first it is roasted on gentle 
fire until the leaves assume a reddish-brown 
colour, It is then put in a cup aud steeped 
in water for about ten to fifteen minutes, 
The water is strained out and fresh water 
again added for washing it, ‘This washing 
precess is repeated till the washings come 
out clear and colourless. When thus freed 
ot its evlouring matter, some black or white 
pepper seeds are added to it and pounded on 


a stone slab with acylindrical stone pestle, | 


with the addition of little water so as to 
reduce it to a pulpy mass, This pulpy 
mass is mixed with required quantity of 
water varying from a pint toa pint and a 
half or more for one person, and strained 
through a piece of dhoticloth. ‘this strain- 
ing process is repeated three times over, 
and the liquid thus prepared is ready for 
drink, ‘the refuse is thrown away. This 
process is generally practised by habitual 
consumers, Persons who take it for occa- 
sional luxury generally add all the substan- 
ces shown in answer to question No. 29, 
The liquid thus prepared goes by the name 
of “ maya”’—literally means worldiy regard, 


(5) There is another liquid preparation, which is 


solely prepared in milk as under :— Required 
quantity of reasted bhang,which varies from 
2 to 3 tolas, is tied up ina piece of clean 
muslin cloth with a twine ; this is then tied 
toa piece of stick in itscentre, This stick 
is put horizontally over the edge of the 
vessel contuiuing milk in such a way that 
the bottom of the bag containing bhang just 
touches the level of the milk, The vessel is 
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put on fire. The milk,while hoiling, rises and’ 
falls, thus extracting the active principle of 
bhang in the bag. ‘The milk is boiled for 
about an hour or more according to the 
intoxication required, Now sugar is added. 
Then the vessel containing milk is removed 
from the stove and allowed to cool, This 
liquid preparation is more intoxicating in 
its effects than the one given above, 

30. Ganja is generally, though not invariably, 
smoked in company ; bhang is indulged in soli- 
tude as well as in company. Ganja is smoked by 
males as well ag fewales of the lower order ; chil- 
dren under 14 never smoke ganja. It is not 
confined to any time of life. Bhang is indulged 
in by all classes of people. Both males and 
females indulge in it, but the latter form the 
minority, Children as a rule do not indulge in 
bhang, but occasionally they are initiated by their 
parents and relatives, 

31. Habit of consuming ganja as well as 
bhang depends on company, and the habit is not 
so easily contracted like opium oralcohol. If one 
indulyes in it for about a month or two, he gets 
longing for it and thus the habit is contracted. 
It is not so difficult to break off this habit. Mo- 
derate consumer may attain an excessive habit, 
but all tois depends on company, Ganja-smok- 
ing is generally prevalent in working class and 
lower order as weil as yogis, fakirs and atits; 
while bhang is used by all classes of people, upper, 
lower and middle. Itis more used in hot season 
because it is cooling. Ganjais hot. For charas 
1 have no experience, 

32. Generally it is customary for the votaries 
of Mahadev to indulge in bhang on ‘‘Shivaratri, ” 
which falls on Mabavad 14th. It isa belief that 
Mahadev was very fond of this drink, and hence 
the custom has become prevalent. It is also in- 
dulged in during “ Holi” holidays. I know ef 
no religious obligation enjoined, and itis not consi- 
dered essential, Generally its use is temperate, but 
in some cases it is excessive. It does not lead to 
the formation of habit. It is not in any other 
way injurious, 

36. I think that to a certain extent alcohol is 
substituted for bhang, Indulging io this drug 
for narcotic purposes is considered to be opposed 
to the views generally entertained by modern 
civilization and education, and hence they having 
regard to modern ideas have recourse to alcohol, 
They also think that aleoholic intoxication is im- 
mediate and more pleasant in its effects. Estab- 
lishment of liquor shops in many more places 
than before is also another cause for its substitu- 
tion. Farms in hemp drugs are not sold for last 
two or three years in certain villages, because the 
farmers say that there are no customers for these 
drugs. In some places increase in revenue from 
farming alcoholic liquors is sufficient to lead one 
to an inference that alcohol to a certain extent is 
substituted for hemp drugs, The use of bhang 
in higher classes has been, to a very great extent, 
given up for reasons already explained, and they 
take to the use of liquor, indulgence in which is 
to a certain extent increased by the facilities which 
the forward class of natives who call themselves 
Soodharavalas obtain by their social intercourse 
with people of various creeds and castes who are not 
prohibited from indulging in these drugs reli- 
giously, and this class has spread the contagion 
to their less intelligent brothers, Even they have 
the andacity to accuse medical men, particularly 
native practitioners, as the cause of the mischief, 


Hemp drugs are the only drugs which are used 
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by a large class of people, such as yogis, fakirs, 
atits, etc., and there is every probability that 
alcohol will be substituted if these drugs are pro- 
hibited to them. 


_ 37, The effects produced by charas-smoking are 
j ing, —ex= 


of oxide, which goes by the name of “vang.’”? 
This is used in gonorrhea, &., by native vaids. 
41. (a) It is digestive, 
(4) It alleviates fatigue. 
Pills made of bhang, black 


pepper and treacle 
are used as febriluge. 





tore. 8 
cept that the effects are intensified 1n charas-smok- 
ing. The nature of the effect of bhang-drinking 
is different from smoking ganja. Intoxication of 
ganja is stronger, more rapid and less lasting. In 
the case of gauja the intoxication lasts for about 
three hours. Ganja is considered hot. Bhung is 
cooling. The intoxication of bhang is milder, not 
so rapid and more lasting than gauja. In case of 
bhang the intoxicating effects are gradually de- 
veloped, while in case of ganja they develop imme- 
diately, The intoxication of bhang lasts for about 
six hours. 


59. All the different preparations of hemp plants 
are not used both for drinking and smoking, and 
so it is dilfieult to determine the effects of the 
same preparation both when drunk and smoked. 
Ganja is generally used for smoking ; in very few 
exceptional cases it is taken internally. Charas is 
generally smoked. Iam not aware of its being 
taken internally. Bhang is generally drunk, Of 
all the three above preparations bhang is consider- 
ed the mildest preparation of hemp drugs. This 
appears to me to be true, because the active prin- 
ciple of the plant is less in quantity in the leaves 
than in the flowers of the plant. ‘The resin is the 
active and intoxicating principle of the plant, and 
hence it is that charas, which is the resinous exada- 
tion, and ganja which is the flower tops, contain 
more of the resinous principle than the leaves, and 
hence they are stronger and more intoxicating than 
bhang. The general effects of ganja smoking on the 
constitution are exhilaration of sptrits, heaviness of 
head, which sometimes amount to actual headache, 
slight injection of eyes and dryness of the throat, 
increase of appetite, and sometimes burning at the 
pit of the etomach. ‘lhe effects produced by bhang to 
persons not accustomed are exhilaration of spirits, 
dryness of throat, increase of appetite, sensation 
of flying in heaven, lengthening of time, concen- 
‘tration of the mind on a particular cbject to which 
he is inclined before taking it. Asa rule all these 
symptoms are vot noticeable in habitual consum- 
ers, except slight exhilaration of spirits, general 
vigour, and concentration of mind on objects to 
which they are inclined before taking the drug ; 
thus persons of religious turn become more reli- 
gious under its use. Their ideas are concentrated 
on one true God, If persons not accustomed to 
its use indulge in these drugs excessively they do 
become insane, but to those who are habituated, 
the habit becomes a second nature; and the drug 
acts more as a food than a narcotic. No injuri- 


(c) I have no personal experience of its 
beneficial effects as a preventive of disease in 
malarious aud unhealthly tracts, but it is believed 
to be so. 

(2) It is used by jewellers, yogis and other 
persous who require concentration of mind. 


42. I consider moderate use of bhang and ganja 
tobe harmless. I have personally seen many per- 
sonsin perfect health who have beea using these 
drugs for years together. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of these drugs on the babitual consumer is refresh- 
ing and exhilarating. It does not produce so 
much intoxication because he is accustomed to 
the drug, It does create some appetite. Tire 
effect in the case of ganja lasts fur about 2 or 8 
hours, and in the case of bhang it lasts for about 
4 to 6 hours, There are no after-effects except 
temporary longing for it and slight uneasiness. 

45. (a) to (£) No. 

When taken in habitual moderate doses, it is 
not injurious in any way, When indulged in 
habitual excessive of doses, I have not seen any 
injurious effects, provided that good nourishing food 
is taken after its use. Persons not accustomed to 
its use indulging in excesses are the class of versuns 
who generally fall victims to various diseases such as 
asthma, insanity, ete. Neither hereditary effects 
of any kind result from the use of these drugs, nor 
the progeny is affected. Even the abusive use of 
these drugs is not so injurious as alcohol, 


46, One who is habituated to the use of these 
drugs is not affected as revards his constitution in 
any way, provided he takes good nourishing food, 
because when once the habit is formed, these drugs 
do not act as narcotic on him, but act more as food, 
In some cases, asthma and bronchitis do occur, 
but a man not accustomed to its use, if indulves 
in it excessively, then his constitution is affected 
both physically and mentally. His face assumes 
a peculiar expression, his eyes appear always red, 
sensation of floating in air, in rare cases impotence 
anc insanity is not uncommon; when insanity 
oceurs, it is generally of an exciting character. 
Sometimes he becomes fearful. The existing ten- 
dency of mind is intensified, as is seen in,run- 
amuck cases. Theinsanity produced is generally 
of a temporary character. I know of a case in 
which a moderate consumer of ganja, by his going 
to excess, became insane. He has been under my 
observation since 3rd September 1587. In this 





xce con 
sumers provided they take good nourishing food. 


40. Yes. Native vaids do prescribe bhang as 
medicive. I do not know of its use in cattle 
disease, Different diseases in which it is used are 


shown below. 


According to native medicine bhang mixed with 
dried ginger, black pepper and long p:pper is used 
in consumption. It is also used for bilious com- 
plaints, for increasing intelligence, for strength- 
ening sexual organs, for catarrhal and skin 
diseases, for increasing appetite and kuowledge, 
steadiness of mind, and flatulence. In short this 
drug is supposed not to give old age. For these 
diseases it is variously mixed with different drugs, 
Bhang is also used for reducing tin to the form 
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case the insanity was of an exciting or maniacal 
character. He has shown no symptoms of excite- 
ment since January last. In this case ] consider 
excessive ganja-smoking to be the exciting cause 
of insanity, I have had no opportunity of seeing 
any case which would justify we in stating that 
the symptoms may be reiniuced by the use of 
the drug after liberation from restraint, 

47 and 48. No. It is neither a hereditary bxbit 
nor the progeny is affected, 

49. Both bhang and ganja are used for aphro- 
disiac purposes, but the use for the purpose is al- 
ways in moderation, Both delay seminal emis- 
sion during sexual intercourse. 1 have heard 
that it is used by prostitutes for the purpose of 
excitement. Its narcotic use is, and ought to be, 


1 


| more ivjurious, as the quantity required for this 
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effect is more than that required for producing , religious matters by using hemp drugs. People of 


aphrodisiac effects, and also because, 
taken for aphrodisiac purposes, it is generally 
taken mixed with other stimulating substances, 
such as musk, saffron, sugar, ete., etc., which 
counteracts its depressing effects. But there is 
another feature which must not be lost sight of, 
and that is when taken as an aphrodisiac, it is 
naturally followed by sexual intezcourse, and 
there is every probability of its leading to excesses, 
which may thus indirectly weaken the constitution 
more than it would do when ased simply for 
narcotic purpose. Even when taken as narcotic 
in moderate doses it will produce its effects on 
sexual organs, but the mind of the consumer, in 
this case being not inclined towards intercourse, 
be will not go to excesses, and then the evil effects 
of excesses will not result. The chief character- 
istic of hemp drugs is that the existing particular 
tendency isintensified and strengthened by their 
use, and his train of thoughts after indulgence 
runs in the same direction. Tbhusa man of reli- 
gious turn of mind becomes more enthusiastic in 


when } 


immoral tendency are likely to hanker after 


females, and so on. 


50. Excessive use of these drugs, as a rule, 
produces impotence, andeven if he is inclined to 
sexual intercourse, he is physically unfit to gratify 
his desire. People accustomed to take excessive 
doses do not feel so much impotenceas a beginner 
would feel when he takes it in excessive dose, 


56. Dhatura, arsenic and such poisonous drugs 
when mixed with ganja, either in moderation or 
ecexss, intensify the intoxicating effects cf ganja. 
Other non-poisonous substances are added to miti- 
gate its local irritant effects and to make it more 
delicious and pleasant. In the case of bhang, 
ingredients forming thang massala are such that 
some of them act as stimulant, and some as cooling 
and refrigerating, When dhatura is added, the 
intoxicating effect become more marked, It is 
only mised with dhatura when prepared for admin- 
isteration to others for criminal purposes. 

57, No experience, 





81. Evidence of Assistant SURGEON ABDUL GHANI, Hakim, in charge of Gadag 
Dispensary, Gadag, Dharwar District. 


1. My experience as an Assistant Surgeon of 
nearly seventeen years’ standing, and by informa- 
tion collected from some persons here. 


2. Yes, all these names are accepted in this pro- | © °)* '* sh , 
Bairagis or religious mendicants use ganja and 


vince. ‘The plantof ganja does not grow here, | 
nor is it cultivated, The drug is imported in this 
place. Flat ganja is generally used here. 


19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
Ganjais pounded and mixed with sugar and formed 
into bolus and eaten in this part as an exhilarant. 
Ganja is used both externally and internally as a 
medicine, Majum is a preparation like the above. 

28. Ganja being smoked generally here, a 
habitual moderate consumer smokes + anna worth 
of ganja on an average daily, and an excessive 
habitual consumer 1 anna per diem. 

29, Ordinarily ganja is mixed with tobacco for 
smoking ; exceptionally dhatura is mixed with it 
by excessive smokers, and by these smokers some- 
times nux vomica is added. 


The object of adding dhatura is to have exers- 
sive intoxication. Nux vomica is put as a nervine 
tonic, as excessive use of ganja brings on exhaus- 
tion. I have heard of persons smoking ganja, 
then eating after a time or smoking some prepar- 
ation ot opium, and latterly drinking liquor (alco- 
hol). Ordinarily here no mixture or massala of 
bhang is sold, but the component ingredients are 
bought separately. Bhang or subji is made into 
a sherbet mixture. It contains sugar, popny seed 
juice, almond pulp, cardamom seed, and milk. All 
these are pounded separately and mixed with water, 
ete,, and drunk. 

30. None of these drugs, especially ganja, is 
taken in solitude. Ganjais smoked in company 
and is used here by adult males, and neither by 
females or children. 

31, The habit of consuming ganja or bhang is 
easily formed. It requires an effort to break off 
the habit. There is a tendency of moderate habit 
to develop into excessive, 


32. Amongst the Hindu Brahmins “ ghota ” is 





used on Shivaratri. Ghotais prepared from ganja 
in this part. Ganja is cleansed, washed and is 
mixed with water, milk, sugar, almond pulp, 
poppy seed pulp, cardamoms, and then drunk as 
sherbet. For the sake of mirth, green leaves or 
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the whole of the plant of ganja is cooked with 
mutton and eaten. The use of bhang is not con- 
sidered essential socially, The use on such ocea- 
sions is temperate and would not form into a habit. 


develop the habit to excess fur the concentration of 
their thoughts towards deity and induce impotence. 

36. Vhere is a slight increase in aleoholie 
drinks, but its substitution for ganja, bhang, etc., 
cannot be ascertained. Some persons or sects who 
are prohibited hy their religion, ete., from using 
alcohol have ouly ganja or opium to resort to, and 
also that the latter two drugs are cheaper than 
alcoholic drinks, 


37. The difference lies in the degree. Smok- 
ing charas hasan instantaneous effect, Ganja 
smoked takes a longer time to have its effects, and 
bhang still more so than charas, 

39, There is no degree; all the preparations 
have the same effects. It depends upou tempera- 
ment, Moderation in some will be excess in others. 
The first effects of any of the preparation are that 
itis stimulant, excites imagivation, increases appe- 
tite and is an aphrodisiac. The worst effect of 
excessive use is that it produces dyspepsia, wast- 
ing body, cough, dysentery, impotency. It first 
produces illusions and then insanity. 

40. Ganja is used by native doctors as refriger- 
ent, diuretic, narcotic, antispasmodic. It is used 
also externally. It is also used in cattle diseases, 
and also to promote appetite. 

41. Moderate use of ganja and bhang is observ- 
ed to be beneficia! in persons who have come 
under my observation. 

(2) In moderation ganja or bhang are observed 
to be beneficial by me as accessory to digestion, 

(0) Has also staying-power under severe exer- 
tion, and it alleviates fatigue, 

42, Medicinally and in moderation the use of 
the drug will be harmless, but when this degree is 
broken, it is not beueficial, as the use may develop 
into excessive habit, which will be very baneful, 








is that it is an excitant and refresher. In larger 
doses it intoxicates. It allays hunger and also 
creates appetite in moderate dose. The effect of 
moderate dose lasts for about 3 hours. The after- 


e@ immediate effect on a habitual consumer 


singly, Ganja smoking is usually practised 
the males, Sait middle-aged, and the old, 
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effects are exhausticn, depression, ete. 
tual excessive smokers it produces uneasiness and 
longing. 

45, The moderate habitual uses are not very 
perceptible in their effects physically, only that 
the smoker or drinker is very acute to receive obser- 
vation and poiuted in his remarks, rather rash and 
quarrelsome, He is indifferent. 


It does not impair the constitution, nor loss of 
appetite, or cause dysentery, bronchitis. It in- 
duces laziness aud a little indifference. I have 
personally known none who have become insane 
by moderate use. 


47 and 48, None has come under my observa- 
tion under these circumstances. 


49. In moderate dose it is an aphrodisiac. Pros- 


In habi- | 


titutes here do not use. It standsin the same way 
for the above purpose as any other nareotic. If 
this drug is persisted in excess, it causes impo- 
tence. 

50. In excessive doses it induces impotency, 
hence religious bairagis, fakirs, use it. 

56. In moderation no admixture is done except 
of tobacco. In excess bairagis or religious mendi- 
cants use dhatura for having move intoxication. 
Dhatura is also used for criminal purposes, to 
facilitate robbery ; itis added to majum or any 
otter sweetmeat, 


57, Ganja is eaten by mixing with sugar, 
our,” jagri, and drunk in the shape of sherbet, 
oras it is called here “ ghota” or bhang. 





82. Evidence of Assistant Surceon B. H. Nanavatry, Parsi, and Teacher of 
Surgery and Midwifery, Medical School, Ahmedabad. 


1. My knowledge of this subject is derived 
partly from personal observation, aad partly from 
information received from a large number of habi- 
tua] ganja smokers, 


2. Tie definitions herein mentioned may be 
safely accep‘ed for this district also. Bhang is 
usually kuown as blaug and is sometimes called 
sabji by the people. Charas appears to be bardly 
at all used in these parts, but the people know it 
by the same name, Ganja is the name given to 
the flowering tops of the female plant, these being 
usually compressed flat, and of a brownish-green 
colour, It is regoguised by the same name iu this 
district. 


19, Ganja, as a rule, is used for smoking pur- 
poses only ; but some ganja smokers tell me that 
when for some reason or avother they can’t get 
the same to smoke, they satisfy their craving for 
it by eating a small quantity of the powdered 
Jeaves which have been previously well washed. 

28. Not to my knowledge, 

28%. A habitual moderate ganja smoker spends 
abcut a quarter or perhaps half an anna over it. 
A habitual excessive ganja smoker would neces- 
sarily spend a trifle more. 

29. (a) Ingredients ordinarily mixed with ganja 
are—Ilst, tobacco ; 2ndly, a paste made of powdered 
tobacco and treacle (called gadak»o). 


(4) Ingredients exceptionally mixed with ganja 
are (1) opium, (2) powdered cubebs, (3) cardamom 
seeds, (4) dhatura, and (5) nux vomica. 


When a deep and prolonged sense of intoxica- 
tion is required, ganja is said to be smoked along 
with opium, 

Majan or majum, a preparation of ganja, 
usually consists of sugar, milk, ghee, poppy seeds, 
and sometimes of dhatura seeds and the powder of 
nux vomica, 


The usual ingredients of “bhang massala’’ 
are:—Black pepper, ciunamon, cardamom seeds, 


poppy seeds, carraway seeds; and to these are- 


occasionally added rose leaves, almonds, and pista- 
chios. 


30. Though it is often smoked in solitude, it 
may with truth be said that the votaries of ganja 
as a rule smoke the drug in company and seldom 











31. The habit of ganjasmoking is easily 
formed. A young man is perhaps the friend and 
associate of a ganja smoker, who hands him over 
the ganja pipe, which the former, not unwillingly, 
accepts. The habit is thus easily formed. I 
have noticed, and several ganja smokers assure me 
of the same, that a long and contirmed habit of 
ganja smoking can seldom be given up; that if 
withheld, the craving for it continues, and that the 
man would rather, if possible, go in search of the 
compiny where the drug is usually smoked, thao 
do without it, A recently acquired habit can, 
however, be broken off with some perseverance and 
force of will on the part of the man. ‘he babit 
of ganja smoking doves uot necessarily develop 
into the excessive, unless the man is in the com- 
pany of heavy ganja smokers, ¢. g., fakirs, jogis 
and others. 


82, After a careful enquiry I find no religious 
or social custom sanctioning the use of any ot 
these drugs. 


36. I have no reason to believe that alcohol is 
being substituted partly or wholly for any one of 
these drugs; nor, in my opinion, is it likely that 
it could be so substituted, owing to its beiug a 
more costly article than the others. 


37. Tne effects of bhang-drinking are in my 
opinion not much differeat from those of ganja 
smoking, except, perhaps, that the intoxication 
produced by the former is slightly milder in 
character and later in its appearance. 


40. Powdered ganja leaves are occasionally 
prescribed ia pill form by vative quacks to relieve 
colicky pain; they are also used in combination 
with milk, turmeric and flour as a paste or poul- 
tice for painful protruded piles, 

41. (a) Ganja cannot be considered as a food 
accessory or digestive, 


(4) It is a popular belief amongst the ganja 
smokers that with its help they could periorm 
hard labour and feel less fatigue, even though 
they may happen to have for the time less thau 
their usual allowance of food. I share in this 
belief to this extent, that as under the influence 
of this drug certain physiological effects are pro- 
duced, ¢.g., complete anzsthesia to pain and marked 








So 
far as I am aware, it is not at all usual for children 


to consume any one of these drugs. 
vol. vii 
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neral sensibility, the man would 
temporarily be uble to undergo severe fatigue and 
to do heavy work, without feeling bimself the 
worse for it at the time, though when the effects 


az 
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are over, he would probably feel himself wretched 
and completely worn out and exhausted. 

(c) Ganja or bhang possess no febrifuge pro- 
perties, nor are they known as preventives of any 
other disease in any unhealthy tracts. 


(d) Broadly speaking, in no way can the habi- 
tual use of ganja smoking or the use of any of 
its allied preparations be said to be beneficial. 


42. I cannot say that the moderate use of any 
one of these drugs may be considered to be harm- 
less; for every one vf them is an excilant of 
great puwer, which may lead a man under certain 
conditions (¢y., provocation, vicious company) to 
indulge in them more freely than usual, and 
whilst under their influence to commit acts of 
violence or of murder. 


44, The immediate effect of ganja smoking 
upon the habitual consumer is of a pleusing and 
exhilarating kind. I believe he becomes possessed 
of a feeling of happiness and contentment, whilst 
he notices all sorts of ideas, both pleasant and 
grotesque, rapidly passing through his mind. 
His eyes, which perhaps before were dull and 
listless, now become bright and shiny, and he 
feels himself now up to his usual work, and in 
this way the effects may be termed refreshing. 


Ganja smoking produces in the habitual con- 
sumer a slight heightening or exhilaration of the 
spirits, which can hardly be said to amount to 
intoxication in him. When the babit of ganja 
smoking is first formed, the appetite is said to be 
increased ; but when the habit is long continued 
and confirmed, it, on the contrary, is lessened, 
The want of subsequent gratification produces a 
sense of discomfo:t and a louging for it; it makes 
the man peevish and irritable, and renders him 
unfit for the regular or full performance of his 
usual avocations for some time. 


45, Yes, ganja produces injurious effects, both 
physical, mental and even moral. It impairs the 


constitution, for a habitual ganja smoker is a !} 


thin, somewhat emaciated man, with sunken eyes 
and hollow cheeks. He is seldom known to 
be fat or corpulent. It produces loss of appetite 
and strength, though its early use occasions in 
some a ravenous sensation, not even completely 
appeased by food. It is a popular belief amongst 
the ganja smokers that a long-continued habit 
produces diarrhoea and dysentery, unless these 
evils are counteracted by an abundant supply of 
wholesome food, with especially a liberal allowance 
of ghee and other oleaginous materials. My ex- 
perience supports the above-made statement. It 
blunts the moral sense and induces habits of 
laziness, I do not think it necessarily induces 
habits of immorality. The constant irritation of 
the bronchi by the ganja smoke leads to their 
chronic congestion and tothe production of bron- 
chitis. 

Cuses of insanity following upon the habitual 
use of vanja, etc., have not come under my observ- 
ation, and my experience of this subject is very 
limited. * 


46, In this connection it would be sufficient to 
state that the habitual excessive use of the ganja 
would produce the same set of evil symptoms as 
those mentioned above, but that they would neces- 
sarily be more intepse and marked. 


47. Ganja smoking does not appear to bea 
hereditary babit, nor does its use in any way affect 
the children of the moderate consumer, 


48, Ganja smoking does not appear to bea 
hereditary habit, nor does its use in any way 
affect the children of the excessive consumer. 


49. Aftera careful enquiry I could not find 
that any of these drugs are habitually used as 
aphrodisiacs. I do not know if these remedies 
are used by prostitutes for a similar purpose. I 
bave not come across cases of impotence which 
could be distinctly traced to the habitual use of 
ganja smoking, or of any of its allied products, 





83. Evidence of Hosriran Asststant Buav SaccaRraM, Brahmin, Raipur Dispensary, 
Ahmedabad. 


1. Asa member of the Bombay Medical Subor- 
dinate Department, of nearly thirty years’ standing, 
I have had frequent opportunities of obtaining 
information regarding matters connected! with 
hemp drugs, in regard to which my answers are 
tramed, 


2. The first isknown here by the name of bhang 
or sabji. The second is named charas, and the 
third goes under the general name of ganja, 
without any special names for its different varie- 
ties. 


19. Ganja is used only for smoking; charas is 
rarely, if at all, used in this district, as far as ] 
know. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking to my 


persons mix also sugar, almond, poppy seeds, 
rose buds and cardamoms, etc. The object of 
these mixtures is to make it more palatable, 
Iam not aware of the use of dhatura, opium and 
other substances mentioued in the question in 
forming the mixture. 


Yes. The ingredients are the same as those 
mentioned above. 


30. Habitual consumers of bhang and ganja 
use them alone or in company, as it best suits 
them. But those who occasionally, and especially 
in the hot season, take bbhang, generally take it 
incompany. Itis only confived to the male sex, 
and to persons above the age of 20. It is not 
usual for children to consume any of these drugs, 
as far as I know, in this district. 





knowledge. 


28. For habitual moderate consumers, bhang 
half tola, worth one pie, ganja half tola, worth 
four pies. For babitual excessive consumers, 
blang one and a half tola, worth one pice, ganja 
two tolas, worth one and a quarter anna, 


29. Ganja is ordinarily mixed with tobacco, 
and Iam not aware of any exceptional case in 
which other ingredients are wixed with it. Poor 
people mix pepper with bhang, but well-to-do 


a 


81. The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easily formed in the company of persons addicted 
to them. It is difficult to give up when once 
formed. ‘There is generally a tendency from the 
moderate to the excessive. 


32. In Gujarat on the Maha Sivaratri holiday 
Brahmin worshippers make Abhisheka (sprinkling 
by means of a lota with a hole at the bottom 
hung overthe Lingum) of bhang water on the 
emblem of Siva, accompanied by recitations of 
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Vedic mantras. Persous suffering from illness or 
calamities take vows to propitiate the vod by 
means of the above religious rite, Moreover, 
Hindus drink bhang on the Shivaratri and other 
holidays, and Mussalmans drivk it during the 
Moharram to make themselves merry. Bhang is 
said to be the the favourite drink of Siva, By 
veeasioually drinking bhang it does not appear 
that injurious habits are formed. | 


36. As alcohol is now easily obtained in every 
town and village, some people substitute alcohol 
for hemp drugs, This is on account of the open- 
ing of liquor shops all over the country. 


37, Charas is more intoxicating than ganja. 
Bhang drivking is not so intoxicating as smvking 
ganja or charas, | 

39, The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is not less injurious than drinking or 
eating the same. In fact bhang is drunk or 
eaten, and ganja and charas are smoked. The 
preparations of hemp, when taken in moderate 
doses, impart at first a gentle reviving heat, and 
then a refrigerent effect over the whole body. 
They exhilarate the spirits, excite the imagination, 
increase the appetite and promote sexual desire. 
If habitually taken, they produce indigestion, 
wasting of the body, melancholia and impot- 
ence. 


Taken in large doses, and by those who are 
unaceustomed to their use, they lead to loss of 
memory, and in some cases charas and ganja 
smoking lead to insanity, By smoking or driok- 
ing hemp preparations the eyes become red. 

40. Native doctors use bhang in cases of con- 
vulsions of children as antispasmodic, As far as 
I know, none of the drugs is used in cattle 
diseases. 


41. (2) Yes, but not when habitually taken in 
large doses. 


(4) Yes. 
(c) Not te my knowledge. 


(2) They give temporary relief from anxiety or 
grief. 





42, Yes. 
(Vide answers 39 and 41.) 


44, It is refreshing, It does produce intoxica- 
tion. lt allays hunger. After a few hours it 
creates appetite. ‘he effects last from two to four 
hours. It induces sleep, at the end of which 10 
eifect remains. The want of subsequent gratifi- 
cation produces no longing or uneasiness, 


45 and 46. I have no sufficient information to 
answer this question. 


47. It does not become a hereditary habit or 
affect the children. 


48. I do not think the excessive use of any of 
these drugs creates a hereditary habit or in any 
way affects children of the excessive consumers, 


49. It is practised as an aphrodisiac, It is so 
used by prostitutes. As far as I know its use for 
this purpose is not more injurious than its use as 
an ordinary narcotic. I do not think that its 
moderate use tends to produce impotence, 


50. ‘The excessive use of these drugs is generally 
not practised as an aphrodisiac. It serves as an 
antaphrodisiac. For this reason it is used by 
jogis and others wishing to curtail their sexual 
desires, but not by prostitutes, It tends to pro- 
duce impotence, 


56. The admixture of hemp with other sub- 
stances used in moderation has a tonic, aphrodisiac 
and digestive effect. In cases of excessive use its 
effect is inloxivating, narcotic aud produetive of 
mental imbecility. 

57. Tam not aware of ganja or charas being 
oaten or drunk. 

57.(@) Generally fakirs and sadbus, who pass an 
idle life, and lower classes, such as labourers, make 
use of hemp drugs as a relaxation from anxiety or 
fatigue, or to ward off exposure to excessive heat 
or cold, If these be prohibited, most of them will 
have recourse to alcohol, which is more mischiev- 
ous in its effects, physical, moral and mental, and 
at the same time more expensive than any of the 
hemp drugs, 





84. Heidence of WosprraL Assistant Rasana Lokassr, Malt Telgu, Thana. 


1, I have known the men who used to take the 
hemp drugs while I am in the Medical Depart- 
ment, 


2. The hemp plant is not cultivated in the pro- 
vince 1 reside. The leaves of hemp are called 
bhang and the flowering tops are called ganja, 
Charas is not known. 

i9. Ganja is used as a smoke. 
known. No other use is known, 
aud Central India, 

23. Not known, 

28. Ganja,.—Half a tola, cost two annus. 

Bhang.— One tola, cost half anna, 


The excessive smokers use it constantly and no 
average can be given. ’ 
29. (a) Ganja is mixed with equal parts of 
tobacco. 
Four tolas bhang is mixed with the following 
articles, viz.— 
Rosebuds 1 tola, poppy seed 14 tolas, almond 
2 tolas, sugar 1 seer, and water 4 seers 
is made into a drink, 
vol. vile 


(0) Unknown. 
Bhang massala not known, 
30. No fixed quantity can be stated for com- 


/ pany; but a siugle man will consume a quarter of 


Charas not | 
Sind, North | 


a tola per day. Among gosavis, they use the 
articles throughout the whole lite. For elderly 
children bhang is given. 


51. (a) and (b} Yes. 
(c) There is. 


82. The hemp is regarded by the gosavis, 
who are the principal consumers, to be the favour. 
ite drug of god Mahadev, so they take it in 
that god’s name, first praying that god; but 
there is no authority, nor it 1s considered as an 
essential thing in the religious book, Yes; from 
superstitious notions it may lead to the forma- 
tion of the habit. 


37 and 39. Not known. 


40. Yes ; for dysentery and diarrhea is used by 
some ative doctors. For cattle disease not 
known, 
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41, Bhang is said by the gosavis that it is 
digestive. 


(6) It is an excitant, and under the influence of 
the drug the persons of habitual use work without 
feeling fatigue, 

(c) and (¢) Not known. 

42. Not known, 

44, The immelliate effect is excitement. It is 
felt refreshing for the time being. It is not 
intoxicant to the habitual consumer, but it is so to 
a new person. While under influence of it the 
man may not feel apretite, but it does not allay 
it entirely. It has no particular effect in creating 
appetite, but men are seen to require greater 
quantity of food when they become habitual 
consumers than when they were not; but it has 
no immediate effect of this kind. Occasional 
consumer aiso takes greater quantity of food for 
one subsequent meal. On habitual consumer the 
effect lasts apparently for an hour or so and on 
occasional consumer for some hours and in propor- 
tion to the quantity taken. On the habitual con- 
sumer there are not apparently any of the so- 
called after-effects except that they are weaker, of 
ebanged complexion (sallow) and temper, but 
these are not immediate. On the occasional con- 
sumer there are depression of spirits, languor, 
melancholy, aud disinclination to work, constipa- 
tion. To the haiitual consumer such a want 
causes great uneasiness, craving and longing ; but 
to any other man, who once has used it, would 
not necessarily like to take it again, 

45. Using these drugs moderately is a very 
uncertain thing. However, those who are seen 
to use them pretty moderately are seen growing 


weaker and sallower ; are easily excited and thoved 
and become of weak and blunt intellect, So they 
impair the constitution. As it is seen to cause 
increase in the quantity of food required for a 
meal without in proportion causing the system 
robust, it must be regarded to interfere with the 
digestion and nutrition, though it does not cause 
loss of appetite. As it breaks down the constitu- 
tion it may predispose to these diseases. It in- 
duces laziness. It has been observed to weaken 
the intellect. Many of the insane cases have a 
history of the habit; but still a number of persons 
use it through life without an attack of insanity. 
It is more of an exciting thau a predisposing 
cause. ‘Lhe type of insanity is mania generally, 
of course preceded by melancholia ; and as it pro- 
duces decrease of nervous power, this disease is 
more likely to be permanent, or if it has ensued 
after a recent habit it may be temporary. 


47 and 48. Not known. 


49. Ihave known people to make use of these 
drugs to increase sexual powers; but, as far as 
I am aware of, it is used by males only. 
People who resort to these drugs are generally in 
a weak state of health engendered by loose habits 
and excesses, and amongst such people even 
moderate use of such drugs produces injurious 
effects. I am not aware of the use of hemp pro- 
ducing impotence as a direct cause, 


50. Excessive use of any of these drugs produces 


| more disastrous results, in that the people who 


indulge in excess are always found in a state of 
moral weakness and thus become predisposed to 
organic diseases. 

56. No opinion to offer, 


85. Evidence of HosprraL Assistant JAMIATRAM JEYASHUNKER, Nagar Brahmin, 
West Hospital, Rajkot, Kattiawar, 


1. During my five years’ (1879 to 1883) service 
in Sind and Afghanistan, I noticed, specially in 
Sind, that as hospitality people offer first to eat 
some sweet thing, and over this instead of giving 
water to drink they give generally what is called 
“ thandai,” a liquid preparation composed of 
bhang, sugar, ete. Generally they use thandai 
daily after noon, with the intention to get pleasure 
in the evening by adding more quantity ot bhang 
in their community also. 

2, Yes, andis locally known by the name of 
bhang, ganja and charasin my province. 

19. Ganja and charas are not only used for 
smoking, but also used for chewing (ganja chiefly). 
The Brahmin puravia (as of Agra, Deihi, ete.) 
who have some religious objection in smoking, use 
ganja and charas in the form of sweet piepara- 
tions, such as majum, kharek, fakki, yakuti, ete. 

23. Bhang, to my kuowledge, 1 bave never 
heard used for smoking. 

28, 
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ALLOWANOE PER DIEM. | Cost PER DIEM, 





Bhang. Charas, Bhang. | Ganja. frees 


Ganja. 











| Rs. A. P.| Rs. A. P, | Rs. ALP, 


(a) One tola , 00 2 


Half to one} 10 to 20 00 3j)0 0 4 

tola, grains, 

{b) Two to four | One totwo]/20 to 60} 6 0 9] 0 0 61010 
tolus. ; i 


tolas, } grains, 
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29 (a) Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and charas while smoking, and (4) exceptionally 
dhatura seeds, opium, and sometimes betel-nut are 
also used. 


The object of mixing tobacco while smoking 
is notking but to get clean smoke, as ganja and 
charas both required washing with water before 
use; and when wet they find sometimes difficulties 
to kindle, and by mixing tobacco the fire will 
take place to the substance easily, and smoke will 
come from the chillum very freely as the wet part 
dried by adding tobacco. (6) Exceptionally, 
dhatura seeds, opium, nux vomica, betel-nut are 
also used by some and in joke to increase the nar- 
cotic properties, as well as making a fool of others 
or with some foul objects, as of stealing or of de- 
bauchery. 


Bhang massala’s ingredients are as follows :— 
(1) poppy-bead seeds, (2) rose, dry, unopened flower, 
(3) almond seed, sweet, (4) charolee, (5) anise 
(sometimes), (6) black or white pepper, (7) sugar, 
($) milk. 

30, These three drugs are consumed to a 
greater extent in company than in solitude, Yes, 
it is mainly confined to male sex in Guzerat than 
female. But in Sind, and mostly in uppec 
country, bhang is equally used by both sexes when 


ofage. Itis not usual for children to consume 
any of these drugs. 


31. The habit of consuming these three drugs 
is easily formed in company; and sometimes it 
is difficult to break off; and there is a tendency in 
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all the three drugs for the moderate ,habit to de- 
velop into the excessive. 


32, Bhang is generally used during hot season 
and on holidays in company as a cooling sub- 
stance. Charas and ganja are usually consumed 
in company of sadhu. 


It isa custom amongst the Brahmins to take 
bhang ou the day of Maha Shivaratri. ‘The 


40. Yes, to alleviate pain, preparations of hemp 
drug are used by native doctors. I do not know 
whether they are used in the treatment of cattle 
diseases. 

41. The moderate use of charas and ganja and 
bhang seems to be beneficial in its effects, 

_(2) By it increasing appetite and promoting 
digestion followed by a free motion. 





~~ ~tustom” amongst the-sadhu—ot—smoking—charas 


and ganja and of taking bhang is considered 
to be essential, and it is likely to lead into the 
formation of the habit, and it proves sometimes 
injurious, 

36. I cannot say that alcohol is substituted for 
any of these drugs, 


| 
Note.—The consumption of alcohol in my 
eye has increased and is increasing day after day ; 
the only cause that could be attributed is that 
alcohol is freely sold, and ready for use anywhere ; 
while bbhang, etc., take time and trouble before 
they are ready for use, 


2nd.—Low caste people and labouring class 
people are under a firm and unshaken belief that 
they are able to work ¢o hard only by the aid of 
such liquor, I have known woodcutters after a 
day’s hard work intoxicating with alcohol not 
having had any idea of their meals. 


8rd.—Imitation. As to indulge in alcoholic 
liquors is considered by half-educated people to be 
the first step towards reformation and civilization, 
and, taking their example, poor illiterate and un- 
educated people imitate them. ‘The proof of the 
reality of increase of the alcoholic use is the inerease 
of the alcoholic poisoning cases noticed in hospitals. 

$7. 1 do not think that there is any difference 
in the effects in any particular of charas and ganja 
smoking. The narcotic effects of ganja and charas 
begin soon after smoking ; but in case of bhang 
drinking the effect is produced in quarter or half 
hour or longer, depending upon the quautity and 
quality. 

89. I do not know of any such preparations of 
hemp plant, the smoking of which would in any 
way be less ivjurieus form of consumption than 
drinking or eating the same or avy otber prepara- 
tion. 

I do not think preparations of hemp produce 
any constitutional effect in small doses ; but when 
in excess people starve under the influence of nar- 
cotism and are frequently seen in emaciated and 
debilitated conditions and some suffering from 
lung diseases. 

The greater number of cases of insanity and 
mental derangements falling to my lot during my 
seventeen years of service had the previous history 
of ganja and charas smoking in excess, 


(6) It-allevia gue-by-its—nareotie—effeets— 

(c) Bhang affects as a febrifuge. 

(¢) Bhang is also tried with more or less suc- 
cess in many diseases, as in tetanus, hydrophobia, 
rheumatism, and in the convulsions of children and 
iu cholera, Bhang is believed next to opium as 
anodyne, hypnotic and antispasmodic by some 
medical men, and consequently given in the above 
said diseases. 


42. I think the moderate use of any of these 
drugs is harmless if carefully prepared and taken, 
as 1 have seen serious cases occurred under the 
influence of moderate doses of hemp drugs, given 
by friends with some admixture, as dhatura, 
opium, betel-nut, nux vomiea, etc. 


44. These drugs produce dull, heavy head, and 
succession of unconnected ideas or cheerful acti- 
vity, giddiness or a tendency to talk, laugh, sing 
or dance, on the habitual consumer. Sometimes 
it is refreshing. It produces intoxication. It does 
not allay hunger. It does not create appetite. 
Duration of its effects cannot be specified, as it 
varies with the quality and quantity used. There 
are not any after-effects, sometimes headache. 
Yes, the want of subsequent gratification pro- 
duces longing and uneasiness, 


45. Ido not think that habitual moderate use 
of any of these drugs produces any noxious effect. 
Ganja and charas impair the constitution in long 
run, specially of the persons taking low diet. 
It injures digestion to a certain extent. Ganja 
and charas smoking causes bronchitis. Bhang 
is used in the treatment of dysentery and asthma. 
It impairs the moral sense or induces the habits of 
immorality or debauchery. Yes, ganja and charas 
produce insanity, 

46. I cannot say, as I had not the opportunity 
of narrowly watching such cases. 

The habitual moderate use of these drugs does 
not appear to be a hereditary habit or to affect in 
any way the children of the moderate consumer. 

49, ‘These drugs are used as an aphrodisiac, but 
I do not know whether prostitutes are using with 
the same intention. 

57. Ganja is eaten in absence of accommodation 
for smoking by some as well as those who take 
religious objection in smoking; the effects of 
ganja by chewing are milder than smoking, 





86. Evidence of Hospitan Assistant SupasHi0o Wamon, Brahmin, Mansa, Mahi- 
kantha, 


1. I have had several opportunities of obtaining | dried in sheds which forms iuto flat ganja in 


information regarding the hemp drug in treating 
patients in my medical practice, also from tbe 
conversation with those who habitually smoke and 
drink the preparation of the drug. As well as 
I had tried the drug on my own person on three or 
four different occasions, 


2. I eoneur with Dr. Prain’s opinion on pro- 
duction of the hemp drug, except “ trodden under 
foot,’ but green bud leaves are pressed and 


Decean Province. 


Charas is the resinous matter, but never pre- 
pared aud used in this province. 


Yes. They have the same names as bbang, 
ganja and charas. There is no hemp plant culti- 
vation in Mahikantha. 


19. Yes. Both used for smoking. 
not used in Deccan. 


Charas is 
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23, No; bhang is never used for smoking. 
28. 

DRINKING BHANG. 
Tolas. Cost. 


SMOKING GANJA. 
Tolas. Cost. 

(2) 1to4 }tolanna. 1 t02 }to4% anna, 

(0) 4to 8 lto2annas, 3toS } to 2 annas, 

29. The following ingrodients are mixed with 
ganja in smoking :~= 

(a) Ordinarily—ganja, tobacco. 

(b) Exceptionally—ganja, dhatura, 

jawari root, nux vomica. 

Drinking bhang—(a) Ordinarily—Bbang, black 
pepper, ajwan, water. 

(2) Exceptionally—Bhang, dhatura, nux vomica,y 
black pepper, nurium oleander or kunher root, 
opium, water. 

Occasionally by rich—Bhang, black pepper, anise- 
seeds, dry rose buds, poppy seeds, cardainoms, saff- 
ron, mace, almond, milk, sugar, and water. 


opium, 


The object of admixturing these drugs is to have 
less or more intoxication. 


I know the following preparations made of 
bhang are locally sold as massala:—(1) majum, 
(2)shrikhand, (3) yakuti, (4) gulkand, (5) dry 
date of bhang massala, (6) bhang massala. 

(1) Majum is prepared when bhang is fried in 
¢hee and mixed with syrup simple and allowed 
to dry into cakes. 


by the great god Shiva. There is no custom or 
vo account for it. Yes; it is likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit and the consequence 
is injurious. 


$6, There is not any reason to substitute 
alcohol for any of these drugs; on account of the 
dearness of the liquor afew people bave taken 
to the use of these cheap intoxicants. 


37. Charas is nob used in this part of the 
country, and consequently I do not know the 
difference of effects in them. Yes; the effect of 
drinking bhang differs from smoking ganja. The 
effect of smoking is immediate on blood into the 
lungs, and hence to the heart, and directly then 
to the brain, but passes off soon, Whereas that 
from drinking bhaug it acts on the general system 
and may last from an hour upwards to 12 hours 
or more. 


39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
drug is geuerally more injurious than drinking 
or eating the same quantity. The smoking is a 
concentrative fourm, and whereas in drinking or 
eating it is much diluted with spices. 


Reasons :—The effect of smoking is in the form 
of vapour and the absorption into the blood in 
the lungs is very rapid and immediately on the 
braiu, causing tendency to produce intoxication 
with unconnected ideas and immediately forgotten, 
affecting general sensibility and furious delirium by 





(2) Shrikhand is prepared when bhang is fried 
in ghee and finally powdered and mixed with 
curd, saffron and sugar; the substance becomes 
yellow and solid in moist form. 

(3) Yakuti is prepared by mixing bhang powder 
with saffron and rose syrup with some spices, 
and allowed the substance to dry cakes, 


(4) Gulkand is prepared when the fine powder of 
bhaug mixed with confection of rose made of rose 
buds or flowers and sugarcandy, the substance 
remains solid and in moist forms. 

(5) Dry date of bhang is prepared at Visnoga in 
Guzarat. Dry bbang properly washed in water 
and well boiled in ghee for two or three hours, 
then the ghee is mixed with some spices and 
bachnag (aconite) and the cavity of dates filled in 
and allowed to soak the substance and preserved. 


(6) Bhang massala. It is prepared when bhang 
powder is finally fried in ghee and mixed with 
sugar and ajwan. 


T have seen all the preparations used by some 
natives of India, and the last preparation on 
several occasions used by the regimental soldiers, 
ete., eating this substance with water. 


80. The consumption is not to a large extent 
hut in asmall company, and it is mainly confined 
to the male sex in youth and old age, and not in 
infancy. Bhang is occasionally used by gentry in 
hot season, and ganja is smoked extensively by 
low caste people or labourers, as well as saints and 
fakirs extensively at all times of the seasons, 
Charas is not used in this part of the country. 
It is seldom used for children in sickness to make 
them drowsy or sleepy (only bhang). 

31. Yes; the habit is easily formed by the com- 
pany of smokers or drinkers. It is not difficult 
to break off the habit. 

Yes; there is a tendency to develop the habit 
into the excessive, 

32. There is not any custom, social or religious, 
for the consumption of any of the drugs in this 
part ; but some superstitious people use it for smok- 
ing or drinking, as it was said that it was used 





lysis, ultimately insanity. While in drinking or 
eating the same or such preparations the constitu- 
tion is not so soon affected, as the effect of the 
drug in this form refreshes constitution and passes 
off through the system; it has less tendency 
cunsequently towards insanity, 


40, Occasionally the drag is used by native 
doctors for medicinal purposes, in dysentery, head- 
ache and evlic. Yes; they are also used ia cattle 
diseases. 


41, The moderate use of the drug will be seldom 
beneficial, 


(a) It may perhaps act as a food accessory 
but not digestive. 


(6) Yes; it may, 
(c) and (d) No. 


42, Yes, very likely harmless; when it is used 
moderately and not repeatedly, 1¢ does not cause 
any mischief or disorder in the system. 


44, It generally produces rather refreshing, 
cheerful activity, feeling of happiness and con- 
teutment, ideas of pleasing kind passing rapidly 
through the mind, tendency to talk, sing, laugh 
or dance, then giddiness and succession of uncon- 
nected ideas, and also intoxication. It does not 
allay hunger, but creates appetite. The effect of 
drinking lasts ordinarily about 6 to 12 hours, 
while in smoking one to two houre, After-effects, 
idleness or laziness, uneasiness or longing, loss of 
appetite, owing to the want of subsequent grati- 
fication. 


45. The habitual moderate use of the drug in 
certain constitutions produces noxious effects, phy- 
sical, mental or moral. Yes; it generally impairs 
constitution from frequent stimulation of nerve 
centres ; the nervous tone of the system is lower- 
ed. Yes; it mjures digestion and causes loss of 
appetite. Yes; it causes bronchitis and asthma, 
and not dysentery, Yes; it impairs the moral 
sense, produces laziness aad not habits of immo- 


| rality or debauchery, Yes; it deadens the intellect 
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in some Cases, and produces insanity by smoking, 
but in drinking or eating it would not produce 
such harmful effects. It appears to me tbe pre- 
disposing cause of insanity, as well as exciting. 
It generally produces furious mania, dipsomania 
in the young, who have coutracted the habit since 
a short duration and dementia affectata in aged, 
and generally temporary. ‘The symptoms be re- 
induced generally by the use of the, drug after 
liberation from restraint. Generally the typical 
symptoms are :—Ideas confused, incoherent, un- 
fixed, unconnected talk, no recollection of time, 
place, quantity, etc., and forget what is seen or 
heard and told, manners silly, conversation inco- 
herent. 

Insanity, primary, never tends to indulgence of 
these drugs; but when the brain has been suffi- 
ciently weakened by the habitual use of the drug, 
intellect becoming deficient, the habit is more 
and more indulged in, which does ultimately lead 
to insanity. So the indulgence is primary, and 
insanity is the secondary or sequence of it, 

Not having kept the accurate notes of the cases 
which would be worth while quoting, I regret 1 
cannot give an account of such cases except two, 
since I took charge of this institution, both male 
sex, whose insanity was due to my knowledge to 
excessive indulgence in hemp drug smoking for 
some time past. 


NasEs, CASTE. RESIDENCE. OccuraTion, 
Bhimji Pepji Hindoo, Koli Mansa Labonrer. 
Naiaa Ghela Do. Maratha Do. Do, 


46, Habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs would produce very noxious, physical, 
mental or moral effects, and that within a very 
short period of the indulgence, avd the same 
effects aud injuries, ete., stated in the last ques- 
tion within a very short period, 

47, The habitual moderate use of the drug does 
not appear to be hereditary habit, nor it affects the 
children in any way. 

48, The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs does vot appear also the hereditary habit. 
Lam not sure, but I conjecture that the children 
of habitual excessive consumers should be weak in 
body and perhaps in mind. 


49, It is occasionally practised as an aphrodisiac 
by the male sex specially; and also it is seldom 
used by prostitutes ; but I am informed that it is 
given as a sweetmeat by prostitutes to their 
paramours and vice versé. Yes; I think the use 
for this purpose is more injurious than the use of 
ordinary narcotic, because there is more exhaustion 
of the muscular power and nerve centres during 
the act of sexual intercourse. Yes, it does tend 
to produce partial impotence indirectly. 

50. It is never practised as an aphrodisiac in 
excessive use and nor used by prostitutes also, and 
it is much more injurious than other narcotic, as 
the consumer could not control on his body, the 
nerve centres getting paralysed, intoxication, furi- 
ously delirious and sometimes tingling and numb- 
ness of the whole body, and in severe cases 
general anesthesia, It would produce general im- 
potence. : 


56. When it is used in the form of mixtures it 
modifies more or less the effect, When mixed 
with dhatura it soon brings on an extraordinary 
intuxication within half an hour orso of a pecu- 
liar character. With opium it brings on narco- 
tism ; with nux vomica strong sexual excitement. 
I have not heard of its being mixed with cantha- 
rides or betel-nut, (#) When used in excess the 
effects are very harmful. It is used for personal 


consumption generally and occasionally for ad- 
ministration to others, perhaps with some objects, 
or to have excessive intoxication. 


57. Ganja, charas are used in smoking so far 
I know ip this part of the country, but charas is 
generally not in use this side. 


In conclusion, in addition to what I have stated, 
I am of the opinion to lay before the Commission 
that those who indulged in the preparation of these 
drugs have generally no honour, and vo one will 
like them or trust them in this part of the country, 
and the habit of these drugs would lead a man to 
commit serious consequences, as well as loss of 
health, sometimes intellectual power, and ulti- 
mately insanity. In my opinion the existence of 
hemp drug or preparations of the drug stated, is 
not at all advisable to use so generally and exces- 
sively, as the consequences are very serious and dan- 
gerous sometimes to kuman life from the state- 
ment made, and | think there should be Segal 
restriction for it for the use of the public, except 
bond fide use for medicine. 


Oral evidence. 


Question I.—~I studied in the Poona Medica! 
School and obtained Hospital Assistant’s certi- 
fieate. I have been in the service for twelve years. 
I have never been attached to any asylum, 


I bave taken ghota or bhang, 1 was not accus- 
tomed to it and took a large quantity for a hewin- 
ner. It made me intoxicated. I tvok about a 
dram of powdered leaves with spices. I was under 
the influence of the drug for twelve hours. It 
made me refreshed and then stupid. After half an 
hour I felt a feeling of new spirit or refreshment 
and a tendency to talk. I felt giddy as 1 was 
walking, so I returned home. I was not insen- 
sible, but had a restless changing or confusion of 
ideas. I took it from courtesy, as it was offered by 
a friend who took it in the hot weather. 1 was 
able to walk and answer questions. 1 ate food, 
but not more thau usual. I have no recollection 
of any diuretic effect. Next day I felt exhausted 
and slight headache. 1 took milk and tea and felt 
better. I did not observe any pupils next day. 
My vision was not affected, except that the lights 
or lamps seemed more in number. I was nervous 
aud easily startled, 


Question 389.—The “reasons” here stated are 
not based on my experience in treating cases, The 
whole statement is theory. 


Question 45.— The constitutions affected injuri- 
ously by the moderate use of hemp drugs are 
nervous and weak constitutions. In small quanti- 
ties the drugs would do no harm to a healthy 
person. 

When I speak of the use of the drugs producing 
insanity, I mean the excessive use. I refer mainly 
to excessive smoking. 


In the last seven months I have had the two 
cases quoted at the end of this answer, I have no 
record, however, to show how long they have been 
suffering, But I have seen them within the last 
two or three months. They are still in Mansa—one 
in the district, and one in the town. 1 have no 
notes except the out-door tickets on which I have 
entered the disease and treatment. 1 can give the 
history of no other case, 


Bhimji Pepji was brought to me by some rela- 
tions in a violent state one day, about three 
mouths ago. He was about 23 years old. I had 
never seen him before. The relatives gave me the 
history of smoking ganja for the lust three or 
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four years. They said they had tried to stop him, 
but he went out and smoked. He emoked with 
bairagis. He wasa cultivator. They eaid he had 
been mad two months continuously, I gave him 
some medicine. He was not broughtagain. I 
repeatedly made inquiry and have heard he is in 
the same state. He was under my observation 
for two or three hours. His relations told me 
that his insanity was due to ganja, and I found 
his conjunctive red. 1 did not notice the pupils. 
Toe man himself said he smoked. Again he 
denied it. I was told by his friends that he 
smoked five or six times in the day and two at 
night. His other habits were all right. He was a 
religious man; therefore he did not use liquor. 
His friends said so, His moral habits were not 
vicious. I inquired about whether his family 
drank, ete. But only one took opium. I made no 
inquiry about his family except whether they 
smoked, That was all l asked. Being reminded, 
I state that I also inquired about insanity and 
found no case of insanity in the family. I did 
not examine into the matter of dhatura. But I 
have been told that bairagis pretty often do use 
dhatura with ganja, Ihave seen two fakirs smok- 
ing it in a temple also. It did not occur to 
me to ask about this. The smoking of dhatura 
may produce effects, but the symptoms are quite 
different from those of ganja. I refer to smok- 
ing as well as taking internally, I saw two 
eases of smoking dhatura in my third year as 
a student. Tbere were dilatation of pupils, 
attempting to catch imaginary objects, muscular 
exhaustion, great thirst, tendency to talk too much, 
and some symptoms of mania (unconnected talk), 
In Bhimji Pepji’s case I am not sure whether I 
examined the pupils. I am not prepared to say 
that they were not dilated. His talk was incohe- 
rent. He was violent, 


In Naina Ghela’s case, the man was brought to 
the dispensary by his brotbers. He was about 
twenty-eight or thirty. He was mad, silly. He 
lay down by the temple and beat the drum. I 
have seen him since more than once at the temple. 
I had never seen him before, His brothers told 
me he had been smoking for seven or eight years, 
and had been in this condition fora year and a 
half, I never noticed him till he came to the dis- 
pensary. He only came ounce to the dispensary. 
His brother came twice more for medicine and 
then ceased coming. 


times since. He is in the samme state. 


He acquired the habit of smoking from his 


I have seen the man several | 
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companions. They were low easte cultivators or 
coolies and mean servants. He was himself a 
cultivator. I did not inquire when he began to 
attend the temple. He does not cultivate now. 
He eats ganja and beats the temple drum when 
the time comes, I inquired about his family his- 
tory and heard there was no one addicted to vice, 
He alone took to ganja. No one else was insane 
in his family. He may have taken liquor; some 
of his companions took bhang or ghota, but not 
aleohol, JI do not know whether the men were 
vicious. I did not ask about this man’s habits in 
that respect. I never saw this man violent, 


The friends told me the cause of insanity was 
ganja, I believed them. It was natural for me 
to do so when several people told me. Although 
I believed them as to the cause, and although as 
belonging to a religious family he would not take 
liquor, yet [I asked about liquor and opium. I 
made a very careful inquiry. His friends told me 
he took ganja and bhang, but no liquor or opium. 
1 do not remember that I made any further in- 
quiry as to cause. I believed in my mind that the 
cause was gauja. I asked also about family 
insanity. I made no full inquiry at the time; 
but 1 made inquiry on receiving these questions. 


I do not think these symptoms would be due to 


alcohol. They could not, I think, be caused by 
alcohol. But it was natural for me to ask about 
liquor. The symptoms might have been caused 


by dhatura, 1 do not know about the pupils. 
‘There was no attempt at catching imaginary ob- 
jects. ‘The dhatura patient could not walk; this 
man could. This man had thirst and tendency to 
talk, The general type of iusanity was dementia: 
iu the dbatura cases I had symptoms of mania, 


The type of hemp drug insanity is usually 
dementia, with generally the same symptoms, 
Violence, unconnected ideas, no recollection, con- 
gestion of the conjunctiva, dryness of tongue and 
throat, If I found these symptoms with a his- 
tory of the use of hemp druys, I should ascribe 
the insanity to hemp drugs. 


I state that the type of hemp drug insanity is 
dementia from the study of Bhimji Pepji and 
Naina Ghela’s cases, and also others which have 
come under my notice, but which I cannot detail. 
‘There is a tendency to rapid recovery. I devoted 
more time to inquiring as to cause than to trying 
to cure the men, because the people (though they 
came once) were superstitious and agaiust English 
treatment. 





87. Hvidence of HosprraL Assistant Purrozsuaw D, Cooper, Pursi, in charge 
Dispensary, Liao, 


1. Iam a medica} officer in charge Ilao Dispen- 
sary for the last fourteen years, treating on an aver- 
age 4,000 to 5,000 patients a year. The following 
facts are gathered from personal experience of 
hemp consumers. 


2. Bhang is known in my district under three 
different names, namely, bhang, sabzi, and maya, 
the names patti and siddhi being quite nnknown. 
Bhang is the name applied to leaves and seed eap- 
sules of female cultivated hemp plant. 


The definitions of cbaras and ganja can be ace 
cepted for my district, and the same designations 
are current in my district. Ganja is also known 
here as “mal,” Charas is not generally used 
here. Flat ganja is the most common variety 


known; round ganja is quite unknown, while 
broken ganja is occasionaily used, and ix known as 
ehur. 


19, Yes, only for smoking. 
23. No, never. 


Bhang, one pice. 


eka, Ganja, one pice, 


4 


Charas is not used, 


Bhang, three pice. 
Ganja, two annas. 


29. (2) Bhang is ordinarily mixed with poppy 
seeds, black pepper, ginger dry, sugar or treacle, 
almonds, pistachios, fennel, rose water, and water, 


169 


(4) Dbatura is used under exceptional ir- 
cumstances, probably with a view to increase its 
action. 


Opium, pux vomica, cantharides or betel-nut is 
not known here to have been so used, 


Ganja is (a) ordinarily smoked without any ad- 
mixture, but is (b) exceptionally mixed with dba- 
tura seeds, tobacco, and “garaku”’ (a mixture of 
tobacco aud treacle). 


gbi, milk, sugar, and cloves. 


: In fact, it is a 
confection of bhavg. 


80. Moderate aud excessive consumers both 
smoke or drink in company as much as in soli- 
tude. The extent of consumption vatics in each 
case according to the constitution and length of 
the habit. Halfa pint of bhang water may be 
enough for some, whereas others may require two 
to three bottles a day. In the same way, to some 
an inhalation of ganja may prove enough to 
satisfy his craving, to others it may require ten 
chillums to bring about the same effect, 

It is strictly confined to the male sex, and 
chiefly to adult age. Children are never allowed 
to indulge in these drugs, but some foolish parents 
on some great festivals allow their children a gulp 
or two of bhang water, 


31. Yes, the habit is casily formed and difficult 
to break off. Yes, there is a tendency to require 
ever-increasing doses to satisfy the craving. 


32. It is customary amongst Hindus to use 
bhang on occasions of festivals and social gather. 
ings, but it is neither essential nor compulsory. 
As for the religious uses of bhang, notbing is 
consumed by the votaries when offered at the 
shrine of Mahadev. But even in this case, it Is 
not essential to use bbang only, as milk and curd 
do as well, and are, in fact, oftener used. It is 
also used on the religious festivals of Durga 
Puja. It is handed round like wine, and is freely 
-partaken, It is not regarded as essential. As 
for its moderate and excessive use on these occa- 
sions, it much depeuds upon the moral and social 
status of the consumers, and on it depends the 
likelihood or unlikelihood of its habit being con- 
tracted, and the extent of injury it may cause. 


86. Alcohol is to a very great extent displacing 
bhang as an ordinary drink of the people. The 
change is due to the greater facility of obtaining 
alcoholic drinks. 








known in this district, hence inability to compare — 


its effects with those of ganja and bhang. An. 
swer to the latter portion of this question is 
given in reply to question No, 39, 


39. Drinking of bbang is considered a better | 


and a safer form of using hemp plant than smok- 
ing. Bhang drinking m moderate doses is con- 
sidered refrigerating and stomachic, Smoking 
ganja affects biain sooner, and gets into the head 
quicker. Habitual and excessive use of ganja 
undoubtedly leads to insanity, some cases of the 
kind having come under my own personal obser- 
vation. 


40. Bhang is used by hakims and vaids for 
bronchitis and asthma. 


41. Charas is not used in my district. 

(a) Bhang in moderate doses is stomachic. 

(1) It issaid to alleviate fatigue and to give 
vol, vii. 


Se ee 


staying—power under severe exertion. 
it acts in the same way as cocoa does. 

(c) It is considered a good preventive against 
malarial fevers, and is largely used by sadhus and 
sanyasis for this purpose. 1 have neverused it as 
a prophylactic against fevers. 


In fact, 


42. Bhang in moderate doses is beneficial, 


44. To the habitual moderate consumer, the 


I do not know of any preparation called es | effect is somewhat exhilarating. There is no in- 


massala, but if it be identi “ te 
ered a dentical with “bhang four to ten hours. 
.majum,” the ingredients are as under :—bhang, | 


‘The effect lasts from 
There are no after-effects, but 
withholding any further supply produces general 
uneasiness, want of spirits, and pain in the limbs. 


45. (a) Yes, it does, 
(b) Yes. 


(c) It causes loss of appetite. 


toxication. It is stomachic. 


(¢)} Ganja causes bronchitis and occasionally 
asthma. 


(e) It induces lazivess. It is used by sadhus 
and sauyasis to induce impotency in order that 
they may be better able to approach their 
“ Maker.” 

(f) Yes; ganja has a tendency to produce in- 
sanity. It acts both as a predisposing and excit- 
ing cause in diferent cases. It generally causes 
temporary insanity of an active kind. 


46, Itis obvious from my reply to question 
No, 45 that habitual excessive use of any of 
these drugs produces more harmful eifects. 


47, It is not at all a hereditary habit, and does 
not seem to have any effect on the offsprings of 
moderate consumers, 


48. Excessive use of any of these drugs does 
not produce hereditary havits in the children of 
the consumers. But as the excessive consumers 
become weak in mind and body through its use, 
their issues naturally come out weak iu mind 
and body as well. 


49. Yes; they are used in combination with 
other substances for aphrodisiac purpcses, Do 
not know about prostitutes. Yes; it has an in- 
variable tendency to produce impotence after long: 
continued use. 


50. Its excessive use acts in its first stage of 
commencement as an aphrodisiac; but in a few 
days, besides causing impotence sooner, it knocks 
down the general health, 


56, Admixture of dhatura seeds intensifies the 


37. As stated before, the use of charas is not | effect of the drugs. 


57. Here we don’t know of charas. 
is only used for smoking. 


Ganja 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I studied at the Grant Medical 
College aud received the diploma of Hospital As- 
sistant. 


Question 86.—My answer is based on experi- 
ence gained in the towns of Hansot, Olpad and 
Aublesbwar in the Broach district. 1 made 
special enquiries in these places and my answer 
yefers to those alone, The chavge of habit I 
describe is taking place among the low class Mu- 
hammadans and Hindus, The liquor which is taking 
the place of bhang is mhowra spirit, 


vestion 45,—1 have personal experience of one 
ease of insanity which occurred three or four 
23 
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monthsago aud came to the Ilao Dispensary. 
I remember a case of lunacy occurring fifteen 
years ago in the 20th Bombay Infantry at 
Baroda, I know no other cases. ‘Ihe Ilao 
case wasof a temporary kind. I did not see 
the other case to its end, for the man was it hos- 
pital when I was transferred. I attribute the llao 
case to the excessive use of ganja. I know of no 
case in which moderate use has caused insanity. 
The Baroda case was under my observation for 
13 months. Tbe Ilao patient was Lrought to_ the 
dispensary by his relatives. He was talking 
nonsense and his relations said that he kad become 
insane since he had taken the drug to excess. 1 
did ask how long he had been in the habit of smok- 
ing and was told that he had begon a few 
mouths befcre. He had taken an excessive 
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dose of ganja after drinking liquor two days 
lefore he was brought to me. He was in 
the habit of taking liquor. He would do so 
at festivals, Allpoor men drink. On the occa- 
sion when he was overcome he had taken liquor to 
excess aud ganja to excess also, He was of the 
Talavia caste. I don’t know whether he took 
either liquor or ganja in excess before that occasion, 
I attribute the case to ganja because he smoked 
that drug immediately before he became incohe- 
rent. I dou’t know if any of his companions suf- 
fered on the same occasion. He was not cured 
for 14 months during which he was brought to. 
my dispensary by his relations every tlnrd or 
fourth day. ‘The Jast time 1 saw him he was im- 
proving. J made no further enquiry, but accepted 
the account given by his relations. 





88. Bvidence of Hosriran Assistant SuHark Surrraz Hakim, Nasik. 


1. Lhave been at many places in the Bombay 
Presideney, and specially at Yeola, Chikodi, 
Sholapur and Nasik for long time, where ganja 
and bhang cousumers were under my observation 
aud treatment. 


2. These drugs are known by the same name 
in this presidency also. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
Powdered ganja is mixed in sweetmeat to make 
it little intoxicating, 14 is also mixed in bhajias, 
which are fried and then eaten as luxuries, Majum 
also contains ganja or bhang. 


23, As far asl know, bhang is not generally 
used for smoking, 
28. («) Itis said that the average allowances 


of ganja is half an ounce in weight, and half an 
unua worth. 


(4) Ditto 3 ounces in weight, and of 34 annas 
worth. 

(a) Bhang is used daily by habitual moderate 
consumers half an ounce in weight, costing half 
anna, 


(b} Ditto by habitual excessive consumer, one 
ounce in weight, costing | auna. 


29, Tobacco is ordivarily mixed with ganja ; 
dhatura, opium and nux vomica are also mixed 
with ganja to make the effect more powerful Ly 
a few excessive ganja smokers, and especially by 
ascetics. 1] have not heard or seen cantharides 
and betel-nut so used, 


ingredients of bhang massula :—poppy seed, 
almond seeds, anise fruit, sugar, milk, black | 


pepper, cardamoms, seeds of cucumber. 


30. Itis said that habitual moderate smokers 
of ganja will require the same quantity, as stated 
in answer to No. 28, cither in solitude orin com. 
pany. Ganja and bhang are also used by female 
sex. Itis unusual for children to consume any 
of these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming these drugs is not 
easily formed, and it is not very diftieult to break 
it off, 

32. On Hindu holidays, and especially on Shiva- 
ratia, bhang is taken by some as abeverage mixed 
with its massala in devotion to the god Shiva, 


The following are the | 


36. No, 


37. It is said that charas smoking has more 
intoxicating effect than ganja smoking ; but the 
effect is produced instantaneously by both. The 
drinking of bhang produces effect slowly. 

59. The general effects of the drugs on the 
constitution is the same. ‘They are not injurious 
if used moderately. Their excessive use has 
supposed tendency towards producing insanity. 

40, Ganja and bhang are used ar sedative, 
anodyne, and as digestive, and also as local appli- 
cation to piles, ete. Bhang is given to cattle 
to promote appetite. 

41. (a) and (0) Yes, 

(c) Ihave not seen it used as a febrifuge ; 
but itis said that it prevents disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts, 

42. Beneficial. 


44, It is refreshing, and it creates appetite, 


These drugs produce intoxication wheu used 


excessively. Moderate use allays hunger for a 
time. ‘The effect lasts from two to four hours. 


45. (a) to (e) No. 


(7) The excessive use of ganja acts as an 
exciting cause of the insanity, and it generally 
produces mania, temporary and permanent both. 


46. Tke excessive use of these drugs is inju- 
rious ; it tends to produce insanity, impairs cons 
stitution and digestion. 

47 avd 48. No, 


49 and 50. Moderate use of these drugs is practi- 
sed an as aphrodisiac. By few prostitutes it is used 
for this purpose, The use for this purpose 
is injurious whea these drugs are used largely and 
continuously for long time. ‘Ibe excessive and 
protracted use of hemp tends to produce im- 
potency. 

56. Dhatura, opium and nux vomica are mixed 
with ganja to make its effect more powerful, and 
these things are used by those people who use 
ganja excessively, 

57, Ganja and bhang are eaten and drunk, 
Their excessive use produces intoxication and 
delirium. 


] 


1 


89. Lvidence of Hosriran Assisrany Purson Srveu Cuarrry, Sholapur. 


1, Tam an Hospital Assistant serving in the 
Civil Medical Brauch for nearly twenty-five years, 
Ihave served in Gujarat, Sind, and have had good 
association with the Punjabis in whom the use of 
this drug is geueral. 


2. The same names are given here, and two 
kinds, namely, bhang and ganja, are sold here. 
One more form of )bhang is sold and consumed 
in the form of sweetmeut (confection) called 
majum or yakuti. The bhang is mixed with 
several of the medicated coufections called pak. | 


19. Yes. 


23. No. 
25. 
Bhang, Ganja, 
up to tola. up tu tola. 
Habitual moderate consumer } l 
y excessive 3 3 6 


Charas is not sold in this district, 
is varied according to the district. 


The cost 


29. Ordinarily tobaceo is mixed with ganja 
and charas for smeking, Bhang is ordinarily 
mixed with spices, milk, sugar, aud water, LEx- 
ceptionally dhatura is added. 


T know one form of massala in the preparation 
of bhang called panch ratni, consisting of aconite, 
arsenic, dhatura, opium and bhang, sweetened 
with sugar, ete. ‘The object of this admixture 
is to heighten the excitement. 


30, Ganja and charas are smoked toa great 
extent in solitude, and maderately in company. 
Bhang is much drunk in company, and moderate- 
ly in solitude, Ganja is chiefly used by wales; 
but I have seen a few females smoke charas, as is 
smoked by males only. Bhang is drunk by males, 
females, and children, The custom is much pre- 
valent in Sind and Punjab. In Sind I bave 
_ seen it administered to infants also, 


81. The habit is easily formed and goes very 
hard to break off. A moderate use of all these 
three preparations has a tendency to develop into 
excess, 


82, There is not any distinet ceremony order- 
ing these preparations to use as essential ; but on 
the Maha Shivaratri day of Shankar it isa custom 
with a limited sect of the community to drink 
bhang, which is also called ghota. Some of the 
disciples of sadhussmoke ganja and drink bhang, 
asa Pershad of Shankar, and get into the babit 
of the preparations which is injurious. 


36. I do not know for the present whether 
aleohol is consumed instead of ganja, etc. 


37. I think the effects of ganja {and charas 
smoking are the same, charas being stronger, 
Bhang drinking is milder than either of them, 


89. The smoking of ganja and charas is more 
injurious than drinking bhang. It causes conti- 
nuous irritation in the respiratory passages, 
resulting into chronic bronchitis and asthma, It 
acts also on the nervous systern as an excitant, but 
this action may prove a little beneficial to the 
system; but after some time by continuous ex- 
citement, the nervous system is exhausted, the 
mind gets delusive and terminates into insanity. 
This occurs early in those who cannot afford to 
supply their system with the proper nourishment. 

Vol, vii. 
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40. Yes; more in Sind and Punjab by hakims 
aud vaidyas. The bhang isused in cattle diseases. 


41. (a) I have observed cases of children in 
whom the use of fried bhang has assisted diges- 
tion. 7 


(2) The smoking of ganja and chivas give a 
temporary tone to the nervous system, to allay 
fatigue and over-exertion; but they lose more 
in its after-effects ; so the loss is more than gain. 


_ (¢) No febrifuge and anti-malarious property 
is noticed by me, 


42. Except bhang in medicinal doses in cases of 
children as digestive, all other preparations not 
only do not act beneficially but prove injurious, 
beeause if indulged in for a long time, it depress- 
es appetite and strength, weakens nervous sys- 
tem, followed by general debility. 


44, The immediate effect on the moderate habi- 
tual consumer is primarily refreshing and pleasing 
by temporary stimulation of the nervous system. 
Its secondary effect is intoxication, followed by 
languid uneasiness and depression, when the time 
comes for another dose to get refreshed. All 
these effects are more severely produced in thie 
ease of habitual excessive consumer. The drug 
has no effect in allaying hunger. 


45, (a) Produces weakness and Joss of flesh, 
intellect dull, and volition impaired and morally 
weak, 


(4) It does, 
(c) Yes, after some time. 


(2) It causes chronic bronchitis and asthma, 
but cures dysentery. 

(e) Yes. 

(f) It deadens the intellect and may produce 
insanity. ‘he causes in my cases were exciting, 
It produced insanity of a temporary type. The 
symptoms were reinduced after hberation from res- 
traiut. The insanity by great talkativeness and 
running amuck. 1 have no instance in which an 
insane without ganja history has confessed to 
the use of the drug. 


(9) 1 am of opinion that the insanity pro- 
duced in my cases had no previous connection 
with mental anxiety or brain disease. I am uot 
aware of any instance of insanity which has a 
tendency towards indulging in hemp drugs, 


Case.—Mr. V, a weaving master in one of the 
mufassal cotton mills, pay Rs. 150, got into the 
habit of smoking ganja in bad company. After 
a few days he began to get hallucinations and be- 
came unfit for work, terminating in insanity. 
The chief symptoms were talkativeness, sleepless- 
ness, and great craving for ganja. He was under 
great restraint for two months, and treated com« 
monly with bromides, ete., and vot cured. Ie 
was quite right for 12 months, after which time 
he again took to smoking ganja and again became 
insane. ‘The same treatment was adopted, and 
got cured and sent to duty, This was the third 
time he got insane by the same cause, After 
recovery he did not attribute his ganja smoking 
to any anxiety of mind, and his employers have a 
very good opinion about his hardworking, 


There is no trace of brain disease. 


46. Same as discussed in column 45. but more 
severely. 
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47. The habit is not hereditary. Th 
of these consumers are nervous, weak in stamina, 
and prone to convulsions and hydrocephalus, 


48. The habitis not hereditary. The children 
of the excessive consumers are more nervous, more 
weak in stamina, and more prone to convulsions 


and hydrocephalus, 


49. It is used.asan aphrodisiac ; but I have no 
information to answer on other points. 


50. As stated in column 49. 


56. Both in moderation and excess the admix- 
ture of other substances is made use for heighten- 
ing the effects, 


57. I have no instances of ganja and charas 
ever being eaten or drunk. 


In conclusion I think if the Government pro- 
hibit the cultivation and sale of hemp and its pre- 
parations, the people who have caught the habit 
of these drugs may begin to use alcoho}, which 
will be a bad substitute. The hemp drug and its 
preparations are in no way beneficial, but injurious 
to the system, even in moderation, which is 
almost impossible to keep. 1 fear alcohol is sure 
to come in substitution, and prefer to keep the 
matter as it is. Victims of these preparations 
want something to quench their thirst, and they 
must use anything that they may come across. 
They cannot control their minds, as the will power 
is already lost in these cases. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I studied in the Grant Medical 
College and took the Vernacular Class Hospital 
Assistant Diploma in 1873. It is a three-years’ 
course. I attended lectures by the Native Profese 
sors: the lectures were given in the vernacular. 
I enlisted as Medical pupil in 1868, 


Question 45.—I have had more than one case of 
insanity, due, us I believe, to hemp drugs; but I 
cannot give properly information about them as 
they occurred long ago in my practice. 1 have 
therefore chosen the case of Mr. V., a native 
gentleman whom I know. It was three years ago 
I first knew him, He was then 37 or 388 years 
old. He is married and has children. I had not 
known him before. He was brought to me from 
Jalgaon by a friend for treatment as an out-patient 
at Sholapur. His eyes were red. He was very 
talkative, with tendency to violence, sleeplessness, 
He was able to answer questions, but was incohe- 
rent at times, Ilis friends told me he had the 
habit of smoking ganja, and that when he smoked 
too much he got in this state, They said he had 
smoked for ove year. I told his friend not to give 
him ganja and to have him watched by two 
private watchmen. He got no ganja for two 
months and was then quite cured. 
turned to Jalgaon. When he was cured, he told 
me that he had taken to smoking ganja with bad 


The children. 


company of men serving under him in the mill. 
He confessed to no other bad habit. 


A year afterwards he was brought back in the 
same condition. He was ill then for about a 
month-and-a-half, staying with the same friend at 
Sholapur. I saw him constantly. He was cured. 
He told me he had bad a cough, and was advised 
to take ganja for it. He had done so, and so got 
into the habit again. 


The first time I had him under observation he 
told me that he had smoked ganja for one year 
and had become insane, and had been treated by 
the Civil Surgeon. That was about a year before 
I saw him for the first time. He was thus insane 
three times: once treated by the Civil Surgeon 
and twice afterwards by me. My knowledge of the 
man is confined to the two occasions on which I 
was treating him, I do not know his family. I 
asked the friends and the patient whether there 
was any tendency to insanity in his father or 
mother, or any history of syphilis; and the answer 
was negative. That was all I asked them. I 
think I asked about other habits, such as drinking. 
That is all. And, of course, I knew nothing about 
him except what I was told. I did not ask any 
question about “anxiety.” I bave mentioned 
that, because it comes in the question of the Com- 
mission, The man said nothing about anxiety ; 
but he was not asked. He was asked whether he 
had any quarrels, I did not ask about quarrels : 
my question was “ Have there been any family 
troubles?” I have no notes of the case apart 
from the ordinary dispensary notes of out-door 
eases. This would show “symptoms” and “ pre- 
scriptions” in the quarter sheet. Itis kept in 
hospital, The entries are of the briefest character. 

Mr. V. was an out-patient. Those who brought 
him said to me he had been treated for the same 
cause by the Civil Surgeon. So I had no doubt 
about the cause. There are no typical symptoms, 
Diagnosis cannot be made without history, 


Question 40.—The hakims and vaidyas use the 
drugs as a stimulant in tonic confections. They 
sometimes also prescribe ganja for cough. 

Question 47.—This condition of the children is 
due to nervous weakness of the parents. I know 
a few cases. I have never had the parents under 
observation, but have had history of their using 
ganja. I have had children with similar symp- 
toms whose parents did not use ganja. I have 
associated these symptoms with the use of hemp 
by the parents since | went to Sind seven or eight 
years ago. In Sind nearly every one uses bhang. 
The Sind climate is very severe—great extremes. 
I found many cases iv Sind of such weakness in 
children. I have found Cases here—a few—but 
none traceable to hemp, Mr. V.’s children are 


| all right. 
He then re- | 


Tn conclusion hemp drugs in my opinion cause 
Jess harm than alcohol. It causes insanity more 
than they do and more hereditary weakness. 





90, Hvidence of Rao Banapur Visoram Rams Guouray, Retired Honorary 
Assistant Surgeon, and Medical Practitioner, Poona City. 


Ganja, charas, bhang, and the other prepara- 
tions of ganja are used for the purposes of pro- 
curipg intoxication aud as medicines. 

The Vicious persons from all classes of people, 
especially the mendicants, bairagis, gosavis, purda- 
sis, watchmen, ete., use the drug, 

Charas is rarely used in this part of Tndia, 


\ 


because it is not prepared in this part of the coun- 
try. 

Ganja (dried flowering tops) and charas (a resi- 
nous exudation from the plaut) are smoked ; bhang 
(dried leaves) is drunk in the shape of subji. 
Yakuti, shrikhand and gulkand, which are pre- 
pared from bhang, are eaten, 
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I don’t think any particular class has any pre- 
ferential liking as to any particular mode of using 
it. Some smoke it, some use it as a beveraze, and 
others eat it in the shape of sweetmeat, such as 
majum, yakuti, ete, etc., just to suit their indi- 
vidual taste and convenience. 


Bhang is not smoked. 


The use of these narcotics doesnot seem to be 
on the increase in this district. 


_ Vicious habits of life, bad associations, imita- 
tions, urban life, indolence, want of other accus- 
tomed stimuli, etc., lead to the use of the drug. 


Minimum cost is a pice or two per diem for the 
habitual moderate consumer, and from 2 to 6 
anvas is the maximum cost for an habitual exces- 
sive consumer. 

I don’t believe dhatura is ever mixed with it to 
enhance its effects. 

The male sex generally use the drug. A few 
females also use it. It is not given to children, 
especially in this part of the country, 

The habit is easily formed and when once 
formed, it is very difficult to leave it off, 

I don’t think it feasible to prohibit the use of 
the drug. Moral instructions may have a prohi- 
bitive effect. 

Ganja smoker is generally quict, while adrunk- 
ard is very boisterous, mischievous and smells of 
the liquor. 

Both are injurious to the health in like degree, 

I believe both the smoking and eating of the 
drug are injurious, 

The drug is used medicinally both by native 
and European practitioners, It is used also in 
cattle diseases. 


The moderate use of the drug when used medi- 
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cinally does have a beneficial effect, but as a habit 
it is not beneficial. 


(a) Ganja increases appetite, and aids diges- 


tion to a certain extent when used medicinally, 


(4) It does have some staying-power under severe 
exertion. It may have prohibitive effect against 
exposure. 

(c) I don’t think it is a prophylactic against 
malaria, 


(2) It is only good as a medicine, 


I consider even its moderate use is harmful, as 
it affects the brain and by degrees leads to its ex: 
cessive use, 


The moderate consumers are generally inoffen- 
sive to their neighbours. 

The immediate effect of its moderate use is 
intoxicating, exhilarating and refreshing. It ex- 
cites hunger. Its after-effects are laziness, erratic 
habits, mental aberration and cough. 


It does produce dry cough eventuating in 


_ bronchitis, asthma, but it does not seem to produce 


dysentery so far as my experience goes. Its long 
continued use diminishes the quantity of blood in 
the system, that it produces anamia. It does im- 
pair moral sense, induce laziness, and leads to 
habits of debauchery. It does produce insanity of a 
permanent character to an appreciable extent, 


I have no data to say that the habit is inherited. 


Jt is used as an aphrodisiac. Itdoes not seem 
to produce impotency, but a long continued and 
excessive use is likely to bring ou impotence. 
Some prostitutes use it. 

Bad livers do use the drug, but its moderate 
use is not likely to lead to crime. 


Tomy knowledge the use ofthe drug has not 
produced, in auy case, homicidal frenzy. 





91. Evidence of Ganzsnh Krisuna Garpsz,* Brahmin, Medical Practitioner, 
Poona City. 


1. A medical practice extended over a period 
of fifteen years and a special study of the subject 
from botanical, pharmaceutical, physiological and 
sanitary points of view have afforded me many 
opportunities of obtaining the necessary informa- 
tion. 


2. Yes, the same names are applied to these 
products in this province, 


3. In many districts of this presidency the 
hemp plant is occasionally found growing spon- 
taneously, but not abundantly. 

4, The female plant (called erroneously mar or 
male by people) is knownas ganja, and the male 
plant (very rarely found wild and never cultivated 
in this province, and erroneously termed madi or 
female) is called bhange-che-jhad. These names 
always refer to the same plant. 

5, Wild hemp is known to grow in all tem- 
perate and tropical regions with a moderate rainfall 


avd from the level of the sea up to an elevation of 
10,000 feet. 


6. Scattered in this province. 


7. It is cultivated chiefly in Kbandesh, Ahmed- 
nagat and Sholapur districts of this presidency, 
Talks a very small extent in Poona, Satara, 


Surat, Broach and Nasik districts for the produc. 
tion of ganja only, 


8. Recently there has been a considerable de- 
crease in the area under hemp cultivation on 
account of great restrictions placed on the cultiva- 
tion, preparation, and sale of the drug by Govern- 
ment, 


9. The soil selected for the purpose is a light 
sandy Joamor rich black soil free from the shade 
of large trees. It is ploughed eight or ten times in 
April, and after thus freeing it from all weeds it is 
manured with cowdung. After setting in of the 
rains the ploughing is again repeated and the soil 
thrown into ridges a foot high, the furrows being 
a foot in breadth. The seedlings, which are reared 
for the purpose in a nursery, are transplanted on 
the ridges prepared for their reception six or eight 
inches apart from each other. The preparation of 
the nursery generally commences at the end of 
May after the first shower of rain, and by 
the end of September the seedlings are six or 
twelve inches high and are then ready for trans- 
plantation. About four or five seers of seed are 
necessary for every bigha of land to be cultivated 
with hemp. The plants are trimmed in November. 
This operation consists in lopping off the lower 


* Was deputed as a delegate by the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha. 
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branches so as to favour the upward growth of the 
shoots. ‘The ridges are again redressed and man- 
ured, the furrows ploughed and all weeds removed. 
At this stage the plants begin to form their flowers 
when the services of an expert are called in for 
cutting down all the male plants colloquially 
known as madi (female). This operation is most 
essential for he production of ganja, for the pre- 
sence of asingle male plant in the field is sufficient 
to fertilize all the plants in the field, and the 





vanja_yielded by them is then very 
scarcely saleable. 

10, No; the cultivators of hemp are of the 
same classes as other agricultural cultivators. 


13, Almost restricted to Khandesh, Ahmed- 
nagar and Sholapur districts, ‘These were selected 
on account of the rich black soil free from shade, 
dry sunny climate, and moderate rainfall. Ganja 
is cultivated in other districts to a small extent. 
Ganja can be only produced on the plains of tropi- 
cal India with a moderate amount of rainfall, and 
a dry sunuy climate from sea-level up to an eleva- 
tion of about 4,000 feet, the soil being a light 
sandy loam, rich black or greyish white. 

14, Out of these three, only ganja is prepared 
in this province especially in Ahmednagar, Shola- 
pur, and Khandesh districts, and to a small extent 
in Broach, Surat, Poona, and Satara districts. 





16. Bhang is not generally prepared hy the 
people in their houses in this part of the presidency. 
It is said to be prepared from wild hemp in Cen- 
tral and North-Western Provinces, the Punjab, 
Madras and Bengal, and also from the cultivated 
plant in some parts of these presidencies, It can 
be prepared from the hemp plant wherever grown, 
although the narcotic principle is not developed to 
the same extent everywhere ; ganja and charas 
are wot known to be prepared from the wild plant 
wherever grown, 


17. Jn this province the preparation of ganja 
is uot restricted to any partienlar classes, but in 
Bengal the majority of the cultivators are said to 
te Muhammadans. With regard to the other two 
preparations J am not definitely informed. 


18, Yes; all of them deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose a good deal of their effect intime. With 
ordinary care they keep good for two years, ‘The 
causes of deterioration seem to be decomposition of 
the resinous principle and evaporation of the vola- 
tile oil which is said to be one of the active ingre- 
dients of ganja and bhang. I think deterioration 
can be prevented by keeping the drugs well pro- 
tected from air and moisture. It is probable that 
charas being the active principle of the plant may 
keep longer than either bhang or ganja. 


19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing in Northern India; but in this province, and 
probably im many other parts of Southern India, 
ganja is also taken internally in the form of 
inajum, yakuti, shrikhand and gulkand, and asa 
drink called “ ghota,” which here takes the place 
of a similar preparation of bhang used in Northern 
India. The mode of preparing these forms of hemp 
confectionery in this province is as follows :— 
ganja (in Northern India bhang) is boiled with ghee 
over water for a few hours, when the ghee gets 
medicated with the resinous active principle of the 
drug, which is freely soluble in oily and fatty sub- 
stances. The medicated ghee which floats on the 
water in the form of a green jelly is then separated 
from the decoction and kept for use in suitable 
vessels, A portion of this is added with spices to 
syrup over a fire producing a paste which readily 















hardens into a solid mass when cooled, and is then 
cut into small lozenges. 
Yakuti ismade from the ganja ghee ina similar 
way, with this difference that it is milder than 
majum and contaius saffron, which gives it iis pecu- 
liar colour. 
of roses forms gulkand, which is the mildest of all 
the hemp confectionery. 
jagri it forms shrikhand, which is the strongest 


These are called majum. 


The same ghee mixed with confection 
Added to molasses or 


of the series. ‘hese preparations are generally 


. . = 





to sensual pleasures and occasionally by those 
suffering from diarrhoea, indigestion or some 
painful complaint. Each lozenge of majum 
or yakuti weighs about half a tola, and costs a 
quarter of an anna, The dose for a moderate 
consumer is one or two such lozenges, and for 
immoderate consumer three or four lozenges. As 
bhang is not procurable here, a substitute for it 
(and a dangerous one it is) is found in broken 
ganja or “chur,” which is sold for bbang and is 
used as such in preparing the drink by a majority 
of those who wish to have recourse to it, Some 
people know that it is not bhang proper, and being 
aware of its virulence are careful never to use it for 
a drink. Both the confectionery and the drink are 
only used by a small portion of the population of 
large cities and very rarely by people living in the 
smaller towns or villages. 


20. Charas is hardly known by people of this 
presidency except the town of Bombay. It is 
smoked in Bengal, the Punjab, and North-Western 
aud Central Provinces. Gauja alone is resorted 
to for smoking in this provinee, and that too by 
an insignificant portion of the population. Ganja 
smoking is not confined to any particular class, 
although the proportion is greater amone the 
lower classes thau the higher. It is prevalent 
among the working peopie in the various trades 
of large cities (goldsmiths, blacksmiths, carpen- 
ters, eie.), the indolent and the idle and the 
wandering fakirs, gosavis and bairagis. In this 
district, with a population of 1,067,500, about 300 
maunds are consumed annually, nearly one-half of 
it being consumed in the town of Poona including 
eantonment, Taking half a tola as the average 
daily consumption of a smoker, we get 5,333 ganja 
smokers in the whole district, nearly one-half of 
this being residents of the town of Poona with 
cantonment. This gives an average of about 4 
per cent as the proportion of ganja smokers to the 
entire population of the district and nearly 1:7 per 
cent. for the town of Poona. In Northern India, 
especially in Bengal, the proportion of ganja and 
charas smokers to the entire population is far 
greater than the above, ‘lhe annual consumption 
of gunja alone iu Bengal is stated to be 500,000 Ib. 
(Journal of KE. 1, Assoc., May 1893). The popula- 
tion of Bengal is 71,346,957, and calculating in 
the same way as above we get ‘15 per cent as the 
proportion of ganja smokers to the whole popula- 
tion, ‘The proportion of gunja smokers in this 
presidency (Bombay) is by a similar calculation 
*33 per ceut, 


21. In this province preference is sbown for 
either flat or round ganja, the “chur” being 
looked upon as comparatively worthless, In 
Bengal round ganja is said to be preferred to flat 
by some aud by others Hat is preferred to round, 
the cbur being equally rejected by both. 


22. Foreign charas chiefly comes from Yarkand 
and Herat, and it is preferred to native charas, 


23. Some books say that bhang is used for 
smoking in some parts of India occasionally. 
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But Mr. Hem Chandra Kerr believes the state- 
ment to be incorrect. 


24. In Northern India bhang is eaten in the 
~ form of a powder or confection by people addicte 
to sensual pleasures and taken as a beverage by all 
classes of people especially by the Sikbs in the 
Punjab and hy a very large proportion o£ the 
population in the North-Western Provinces, Its 
use issaid to be on a decrease in Bengal. It is 
also used both in eating and drinking in Central 
Provinces to a considerable extent. In Southern 
India it is very rarely used, the “chur” being 
generally substituted for it. The proportion how- 
ever of bhang-drinkers (whether they use chur or 
bhang) to the entire population in Southern 
India is extremely insignificant, and the number, 
small as it is, is almost confiued to a few large 
cities in this presidency only. Here, as well as in 
Northern India, bhang drinking is not looked upon 
so disreputable as ganja or charas smoking and so 
it finds favour with higher classes. 

25. It would appear from Government reports 
that the area of hemp cultivation for the produc- 
tion of ganja is everywhere on a decrease during 
the last decade as compared with the previous 
years. In Bengal the successive increases of duty 
since 1564 have resulted in reducing the consump- 
tion of ganja by 27 per cent., notwithstanding the 
increase of population since that year. The same 
may be said to be the case here. Besides Gov- 
ernmeut restriction by increased duty, another 
reason why ganja smoking shows a tendency to 
decrease is to be found in the fact that liquor is 
taking its place, Alcohol seems to attract people 
with intoxicating tendencies more than ganja. A 
reference to the reports of the Abkari Department 
conclusively proves this by showing that there is 
every year an enormous increase in the revenue 
realised from toddy and country liquors. 

27. Ganja and charas smokers are found 
generally among the lower classes, and bhang 
drinkers among all classes. The habits of life or 
circumstances which mainly lead to the practice 
way be summed up in the following few words :— 
love of intoxication, fashion of imitation, want of 
education, a wearied brain and body in the artisans 
and working classes, want of food and clothing 
and a desire for austerities among the nomadic 
bairagis, gosavis and fakirs, the enervating and 
depressing effect of the parching sun in Northern 
India, and a desire for aphrodisiacs among people 
addicted to sensual pleasures: all these, either 


separately or combined, lead people to resort to 
these narcotics. 





28, The allowance and cost of ganja per diem 
are— 
(a) Half a tola and half an anna, 
(2) Four tolas and four anaas. 
For charas— 
(a) half a drachm, 
(6) Two drachms. 


For bhang— 
(a; Half a tola and } of an anna. 
{4) Five tolas and # of an anna. 


29. Charas is smokei, mixed with prepared 
tobacco (a mixture of tobacco and molasses). Ganja 
is smoked with tobacco. The object in both cases 
seems to be to dilute the charas or ganja with a non- 
narcotre stuff. Dhatura is said sometimes (excep- 
tionally) to be mixed with majum; so also nux 
vomica, with the object of increasing the nareotic 
aud aphrodisiac property of the hemp, Bhang is 




























































mixed ordinarily with black pepper, anise seeds, and 
a little sugar 1N preparing a common beverage, the 
object buing to correct the nauseating tendency of 








thedrug; and oceasionaltywith dry rose petals, 
caidamom seeds, almond paste and milk ; the object 
being to make it more pleasant and agreeable, 
The spices generally mixed with the bhang in the 
confectionery called majum, yakuti, ete., are carda- 
moms, nutmegs, cloves, saffron, ete. I know of no 
such preparation as “a bhang magsala”’ being sold 
for the purpose of being mixed with any of these 
drugs, 

30. To a greater extent in company than in 
soitude, Yes, mainly confined to the male sex 
and adult life. It is not usual for children to con- 
sume any of these drugs. But bhang is occasionally 
given to children in Northern India, 


31. Yes, the habit is easily formed but difficult 
to break off. Yes, there is such a tendency. 


32. It is customary in some parts of India to 
drink bhang on the boliday called Shivaratra, as 
the drug is thought to be favourite with the god 
Shiva or Mahadeva. This use of the drug, how- 
ever, is not looked upon as essential, the custom 
being not deeply rooted nor having any religious 
aspect init. In Bengal, on the last day of the 
Darga Puja, it iscustomary to drink bhang. The 
use of this drug on either of these occasions is 
not generally excessive, nor is it likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit, nor otherwise in- 
jurious, 

33. Smoking of ganja or charas is generally 
regarded by higher and middle classes as disreput- 
able, this sentiment being attributable to the dele- 
{erious effects of the drug on mind and body, 
In public opinion the practice is reyarded as a vice 
except in ascetics, meniicants, fakirs, bairavis, 
and gosavis, who are supposed to have recourse 
to itin order to aid them iu their religious austeri- 
ties, Drinking bhang has become so general 
even among the higher and middle classes in the 
Punjab and Nortii- Western Provinces, and to some 
extent in Bengal aud Central Provinces, that nu 
such feclings of disrepute are entertained against 
that habit. 

34. Yes, it would be a serious privation to 
the habitual consumers among fakirs,  gosavis 
and the labouring classes to forego the consump- 
tion of the drug they use. Because they will 
thereby lose their means of destroying the sensa- 
tion of fatigue and protecting them from the effects 
of exposure aud heat. 


35. It may be feasible to prohibit to a great 
extent the use of ganja and charas by stopping 
the cultivation or importation, but it would not 
be feasible to prohibit the use of bhang, which is 
not generally obtained from the cultivated but 
from the wild plaint. The drug, especially bhang 
and gauja, may be consumed illicitly, as it is 
possible for anybody to grow a plant in some 
corner of his compound free from detection. It 
would be rather difficult to enforce the prohibi- 








tion. The prohibition will certainly occasion 
iscontent ee the consumers, but it would not 
le so serious as toamount to a political danger, 
The prohibition is sure to be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants or perhaps ina few cases 
to opium. Just now, even without any such 
prohibition, there are, as I have incidentally remark- 
ed above, signs of people showing a preference 
to alcoholic stimulants. ‘To prohibit the use of 
these drugs would therefore be aiding this tenden- 
cy. If we throw a glance at the history of the 
introduction of opium into India and China, the 
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same conclusion will be forced upon our mind. 
We know from the history of cultured plants 
that the poppy plant is not a native of 
India and that its intoxicant juice was not 
known here or in China before the 10th century 
A.C. It further tells us that the Arabians first 
brought it from Greece, its native place, and cule 
tivated it in Turkey in Asia, and that from thence 
the followers of Islam introduced it into the east- 
ern countries, It spread along with their religion 
and soon became acclimatised in India. The 
Muhammadans cherished it exceedingly, because 
in it they found a good substitute for alcobol, the 
use of which was forbidden to them by their reli- 
gion, It found favour with the Chinese for a 
similar reason, for their new religion Budhism 
more than even Muhammadauism condemned the 
use of alcohol. It was under these circumstances 
that the Chinese came to be possessed of that un- 
surpassed love for opium for which they are well 
known, We thus see that the prohibition of 


alcohol by religion among the Chinese and the | 


followers of Islam was followed by recourse to 
opium in these two nations. Legislation, like the 
commands of religion, may prohibit the use of a 
particular intosicant but it cannot destroy the 
passion for intoxicants, and consequently the pro- 
hibition of one kind of intoxicant always leads 
men to resort to another. 


36. Yes; the reply to this question has been 
anticipated in the foregoing remarks. This 
change in the appetite of intoxication is partly at 
least the result of the fashion of imitation. 


37. The intoxication of charas is more instan- 
taneous but less lasting than that produced by 
ganja. Its use is said to be less injurious than 
that of ganja. It is said also that its want never 
causes any longing or uneasiness. 

38. If there be any difference at all, it must be 
one of degree and not in kind. Round ganja is 
said to contain more resin than the flat variety 
(if J may use the term), while the “ chur” de- 
rived from it during the process of manufacture 
and packing is said to be, when recent, more 
powerful than the other two forms. It however 
scon gets deteriorated by keeping and hence is 
generally rejected by goud smokers, 


39. Taking the same preparation and the same 
dose, smoking may be said to be less injurious 
than cating or drinking, for the simple reason 
that a portion of the active principle is burnt up 
and decomposed before it reaches the blood. But 
if the effects of smoking one preparation in a 
particular dose be compared with the effects of 
drinking or eating any other preparation in a 
different dose, the result will vary according to 
the preparation and the dose. By way of illus- 
trating the first statement, I might say that the 
effects of smoking a diachm of ganja are less 
injurious than the effect of eating or drinking the 
same quantity of it, and so also with eharas and 
bhang. ‘I'o render the second statement more defi- 
nite and complete, I might say that the dose being 
the same, the effects of smeking ganja and charas 
are worse than the effects of eating or drinking 
bhang, and that quite the reverse will be the case 
if we compare the elleets of smoking a small dose, 
say about 10 grains, of ganja or charas with the 
effects of drinking or eating a large quantity, say 
an ounce of bhang, 

40, Bhang is prescribed medicinally by many 
native doctors, and both bhang and ganja are 
used in the treatment of cattle disease. Ganja is 
also prescribed by native doctors but not for 


internal use, but only as a fumigation to piles and 
inhalation in asthma. In connection with the 
use of hemp drugs by native doctors it would not 
be out of place if I say a few words regarding 
the history of the narcotic and when it came to 
be introduced into native medicine, I think it 
the more important to do so, because there seems 
to prevail a mistaken notionab out this subject. 
I find it mentioned by Mr. Hem Chunder Kerr, 
for instance, in his report on ganja in 1877, that 
the narcotic property of the hemp plant was 
kvown in India as early as 3,000 years ago. He 
cites some authorities from the Atharva Veda to 
fortify his statement. Led by his statement, 
perhaps, the Government of India in their letter 
to the Secretary of State for India dated the 9th 
August 1892 observe: “In India, on the other 
hand, the practice of ganja-smoking has existed 
from time immemorial, etc.” A similar account is 
given by Dr. Watt in his “ Dictionary of the Eco- 
nomic Products of India’’, under article Cannabis 
sativa, I have studied the question from a his- 
torical point of view, and after a careful research 
made in that direction by referring to the ancient 
medical literature of India and to such Vedie and 
post-Vedie passages as seem to refer to the plant, 
I have arrived at the conclusion that the narcotic 
properties and preparations of hemp, as they are 
understood to-day, were not known in India until 
a very recent date; that whatever interpretstion 
be put on the words bhanga or bhangé mentioned 
in the earlier works from the Atharva Veda down 
to the institutes of Munu, or the Ayurveda of 
Sushrut, one thing is certain, that even if the 
word did really refer to the true hemp plant, the 
latter was only cultivated for its fibre ; charas and 
ganja were not known at all, and the hemp plant 
that was cultivated did not yield bhang, the nar- 
cotie principle developed in its leaves aud capsules 
being too scanty to be noticed by the people as it 
is in the hemp plant of Europe to-day. The facts 
upon which I have based this conclusion are as 
follows — 


(1) The most ancient medical works in San- 
skrit ; Charak, Sushrutand Vagbhat, do not make 
any allusion to it either as a medicine or as a 
poison. This is the more remarkable when we see, 
that even its cognate poison dhatura, is mentioned 
by Sashrut in the treatment of hydrophobia and 
by Vagbhat among narcotic poisons. Mr. Hem 
Chandra Kerr says that in Sushrut “ the plant is 
described as a medicine for the accumulation of 
phlegm in the larynx aud for some other diseases.’ 
But this is incorrect, for no such word occurs in 
Sushrut as a medicine for accumulation of phlegm 
in the larynx. ‘The only place where the word 
bhanga is mentioned is in the treatment of oph- 
thalmia, and there from the context it is doubtful 
if the reading is correct. For most probably the 
correct reading here is bhringa and not bhang, 
the former being a smali annual weed of the com- 
posite (Lelipla prostrata of Grabam) very fre« 
quently occurring in prescriptions for eye-diseases, 
Such misprints as ‘bhang’ for ‘brig’ are of very 
frequent occurrence in Calcutta editions of 
Sanskrit books. If Sushrut had known the 
Indian bemp of to-day, he would surely have 
prescribed it in such complaints as chronic diar- 
rheea, dyspepsia, tetanus, etc,,in which it is found 
prescribed by later works on medicine, rather 
than in ophtbalmia. Similarly, if it was known 
in those days, it would have been noticed by him 
as well as by Charak, who preceded him, or, at any 
rate, by Vagvhat, who followed bim, along with 
the other narcotics. This omission of Indian 
hemp by these three ancient authors in their 
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celebrated works on medicine is itself a creat 
. 4 DS 

proof of the fact that it was not known in India 

in their time. 


(2) Although the word bhanga occurs in 
Atharava Veda, Kaushitaki Brahman, Sutras of 
Panini and the Institutes of Manu, there is not 
the least evidence to show that it meant the 
narcotic Cannabis indica, There is not the slightest 
reference, direct or implied, to the narcotic pro- 
perties of the plant in any of the passages of these 
works in which the word is found. In Atharva 
Veda it is simply mentioned along with Soma, 
Darbha and Yava. Panini refers to it as cul- 
tivated in fields (evidently for its fibre and seed). 
Manu and Kaushitaki Brabmana refer to it as a 
source of fibre, Later Sanskrit; commentators and 
lexicographers interpret bhang as shana or 
Bengal sunn plant, Crotalaria juncea which has 
been known in India from times immemoriil as a 
plant yielding fibre and cultivated for that purpose, 
and is, beyoud doubt,a native of India. 
whether those lexicographers are right in identify- 
ing bhang with Crotalaria juncea, or not, one 


thing is certain, that the plant referred to as bhang | Cag taberean siete iad "ehtite Uitdeenin cateeet et 
i nC) iter: , WV} 1 F i i raLL0a, ace ? > s 
in ancient literature was a fibre-yielding plant being mentioned by ancient Sanskrit medical 
(Cannabis sativa or Crotalaria juncea), aud not - 


Now, | character of the plant renders the supposition 


| affords bhang., 


the narcotic plant, the Cannabis indica of to-day ; 


that, in other words, even if Cannabis sativa was 
cultivated in the times of the Atharva Veda or 
Panini, it was simply for the fibre or the seed, 
which, as will be shown elsewhere, was then used 
as food among the poorer classes, and that the 
narcotic element of the plant was in those days, 
and in those regions inhabited by the then San- 
skrit-espeaking Aryans, was as Jittle developed as 
it is to this day in the European variety of hemp. 


(3) This conclusion is further supported by the 
fact that there are no Sanskrit names for ganja 


or charas, and that ali the words used by recent ' 
Sanskrit medical authors, such as Vijaya, Maddini, © 


ete., to designate bhavg and ganja, are newly 
coined, as they are not mentioned in any of the 
Sanskrit lexicons from Amarkosha down to 
Medini. They are not even mentioned by any of 
the medical Nighantus (lexicons) of an earlier 


date than that of Madanapal, who lived in the | 


fourteenth century A.C. Itis only in later medical 


works dating at most from the fourteenth century . 


downwards, that the word ganja is applied to | 1pde 
7 san) Pl , the several ways indicated, although the term 


hemp narcotics (the leaves or bhang and the 
flowering tops being not distinguished), In 
classical Sanskrit the word means a liquor house. 


(4) The history of the hemp plant also points 
to the same conclusion, De Candolle says: ‘‘ The 
species has been found wild to the south of the 
Caspian Sea, in Siberia, in the desert of the 
Kirghiz, beyond Lake Baikal and in Dahiuria.” 
He thinks that its area may have extended into 
China, but is not sure about the plant being 
indigenous to Persia, Bossier mentions it as quite 
wild in Persia, and it appears to be almost wild 
in the Western Himalayas and Kashmir. Observ- 
ations of these naturalists together with the 
description of hemp given by Herodotus, who tells 


us that the ancient Scythians were acquainted | 


with the narcotie properties of the hemp plant 


as well as with its fibre, and that they excited | 


V. 2,4). 


I say it was first introduced for its fibre and seeds, 
because the grammarian Panini includes it under 
Dhanya, edible grains cultivated in fields (Pan. 
The word used to desiguate it is bhanga. 
In his time the plant was similar to the Euro- 
pean variety on account of the mode of cultiva- 
tion and the nature of soil and climate. I¢ would 
not be very difficult to understand how it could be 
so, when we consider that even to this day the 
Indian plant varies according to climateand soil in 
as marked a degree as it differs from the European, 
While on the Himalayas it yields a good fibre used 
by the hillmen for a coarse garment and for cord- 
age: in Kashmir and Ladakh it secretes charas. 
Cultivated on the plains, the same plant yields 
ganja, and growing wild on the lower slopes of the 
Himalayas aud other parts of Northern {ndia it 
The ganja produced in different 
parts of India also differs considerably in its 
narcotic property, the proportion of the resin in it 
ranging from 1'5 to 14 per cent. This varying 


more than probable that the bhanga of ancient 
literature represented the European variety of 
not 


Writers as a narcotic and for its heing reckoned by 
Panini among edible grains. 


(5) Our conclusion is further corroborated by 
the fact that Huen Tsiang, the Chinese traveller 
ofthe seventh century, in his description of the 
manners, customs, habits, food and drink, ete., 
of the people of India in those days, does not 
make the slightest allusion to the use of hemp 
narcotics among any portion of the population, 
although he refers to alcoholic drinks and some 
other beverages then in common use. We thus 
see that the statements made by various authors 
with regard to the antiquity of the use of hemp 
narcotics in India are incorrect. The date of 
introduction of these narcotics in India cannot, in 
my opinion, go back beyond the thirteenth century 
A. C. Even to this day these narcotics have not 
made their way to any great extent in Southern 
India, where charas is hardly known by name, 
bhang scarcely ever drunk, and ganja only smoked 
by a very insignificant portion of the population, 


41. Yes, it is very likely to be beneficial in 


food znay be objectionable to any form of the 


| drug. 


themselves by inhaling its vapour, would seem — 


to fix the ancestral home of the plant somewhere 
in Central Asia. From thence the plant seems to 
have been introduced for its fibre and seed into 
the country occupied by the ancient Aryans to 
the north-west of the Punjab, where it became 
acclimatised at a comparatively remote date, 


vol. vii. 


re 


(cz) Bhang is used as a digestive and cooling 
beverage by the people of Northern India in 
the hot season, and, in the form of powder as 
a digestive and stimulant in the cold season. 
In the hot season it counteracts the depressive 
and enervating effects of the parching heat of 
North-Western and Central Provinces and Ben- 
eal, and in the cold season it counteracts the 
effects of cold by stimulating the circulation and 
increasing nervous activity. It is used by baira- 
gis, gosavis and fakirs for purposes mentioned 
under (4) and (c), and also by labourers for those 
mentioned under (b). In all these cases the 
moderate habitual use of the drug is referred 
to. 


42, Whether beneficial or not, the moderate 
habitual use of any of these drugs must be harm- 
less, because a moderate dose is not known to pro- 
duce any special deleterious action on any of the 
organs, all the bad effects which are seen among 
smokers. of ganja or drinkers of bhang being 
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generally traceable to an excessive indulgence in 
their habit. 


43. Yes, quite inoffensive, 


consumer is refreshing and slightly intoxicating. 
Itis said to increase hunger. The effect of smok- 
ing charas lasts about an hour or two, that of ganja 
smoking for two or three hours and that of drink- 


ing bhang lasts from six to twelve hours. The only 







virulence of the preparation is greatly increased 
by dhatura and opium; the former is known to 
cause loss of speech in some cases. Nux vomica 
increases the aphrodisiac power of the drug. Used 
i grave conse- 
quences, in some cases even proving fatal. 


57. I don’t know that charas is used internally 


in any part of India. The internal use of ganja 
in this province in the form of majum and other 








after-effects are thirst and dulness of spirit. The 
want of subsequent gratification does produce a 
little longing and uneasiness, but not in the case 
ef charas, 


45.(a) No. Ihave seen many moderate con- 
sumers of bhang and ganja in quitea good health, 
physical, mental, and moral, 


(5), (c), (@) and (e) No. 


(7) I do not think that sufficient consideration 
has been given to the fact under question, 


46. The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs does produce all the bad effects indicated in 
the above queries. I have seen several cases of 
asthma and insanity produced by excess in ganja 
and a few cases of dyspepsia, dysentery and 
insanity by indulgence in bhang. Hemp insanity 
does not partake of any particular nature. I have 
seen melancholia, dementia, acute mania and some 
forms of monomania produced by ganja smoking, 


47. The habit is very likely to ke hereditarily 
transmitted to children. 


48. Children of habitual immoderate consumers 
would be affected in various ways. But as I have 
no instances to quote, I can’t say anything further 
upon this point. 


49. Yes, all these are used for aphrodisiac pur- 
poses, but more especially the conserves of bhang, as 
majum, ete., are so used. Also by prostitutes. Thus 
used it is more injurious than as an ordinary 
narcotic, simply because it always leads to con- 
jugal excess and thus drains the system and is 
also a cause of impotence brought on by the 
excess, . 


50. The same remarks apply to the excessive with send to you the written statement of answers 


use with greater force. 


51. A certain number of bad characters are in 
this province habitual consumers of these drugs, 
but the proportion can’t be said to be large when 
compared with alcoholic stimulants. The moder- 
ate use of these drugs cannot be said to have any 
connection with crime of any sort. 


52. The same answer applies to the first part of 
the question. The excessive habitual use deranges 
the intellectual faculties, but I don’t think that the 
moral faculties are specially affected so as to 
excite to crime. 


53. As for the first part of the question, I don’t 
think so, but with regard to the second part, I 
have read a case in Chever’s Medical Jurisprudence 
for India in which a man was convicted of having 
murdered another by strangling him while in a 
state of intoxication from the effects of bhang. 

54, Rarely. 

55. Yes, they generally administer majum or 
some other hemp confectionery for that purpose, 
Complete stupefaction can be induced by a large 
dose of the drug without admixture. 


_ 56. Dhatura, nux vomica, and opium are some- 
times added to bhang in majum and other sweet- 
meats in some parts of Northern India. The 





hemp—sweetmeats-and—that-of broken ganja as a 
substitute for bhang in the preparation of the 
beverage called “ hota,” has been already fully 
dealt with under question 19. The use of the 
broken ganja for preparing the drink is most 
injurious, producing insanity, diarrheea, dysentery 
and wasting of the body. It is desirable that 
Government should prohibit its internal use. 


58. I think it is working well. 


60. The present system does not require any 
modification. 


63 and 64. No. 
65. I think it is reasonable. 


66. The rates of taxation should be proportion. 
ate to the strength of the drug as ascertained by 
chemical] analysis, 


67. No. 


68. There are such houses in this province, I 
think there is a tendency to immoderate consump- 
tion in these houses, and that they also serve to 
spread the vice by attracting new customers, and 
for these reasons they are not desirable. 


69. The wishes of the people are not practically 
ascertained before a new shop is opened in any 
locality. I think local public opinion ought to be 
thus ascertained, 


70, I am not aware of any such facts. I don’t 
thiuk that there is any general use of untaxed 
drugs. 


Oral evidence. 


Question I.—I1 put ina letter No, 759, dated 
llth December 1893, from the Chairman of the 


| Sarvajanik Sabha :—* I have the honour to here- 


‘ co heennaenemnnenaeeens 


re a a nate ree 


to the questions framed by the Indian Hemp 
Drugs Commission by Dr. Ganesh Krishna Garde, 
L. M. & S., Medical Practitioner, Poona, who has 
been appointed by the Managing Committee of 
the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha to give evidence 
before the said Commission.”’ ' 


I also putin printed answers to the questions uf 
the Commission. I understand my position to be 
that of adelegate to represent the society. They 
have not formally accepted my views in detail, 
But they have selected me to represent them as a 
delegate, leaving on me the responsibility for 


_ details. I believe that my views are generally 


acceptable to the society. I base this belief on the 
fact of my selection asa delegate and also on the 
fact that my paper has been read by several mem- 
bers without any dissent. I am Licentiate of 
Medicine and Surgery of Bombay University, I 
took my degree in 1879, and have since practised 
in Poona in a private capacity, 


Question 2.—Bhang properly so called is scarce- 
ly obtainable in the bazar on this side of the 
presidency. I have seen it, however. What is 


usually used as bhang here is broken ganja or 
chur. 


Question 21.—From information I have re- 
ceived from contractors, I think that both the 
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flat and round kinds of ganja are manufactured 
in this presidency, 

Question 23.—I cannot mention the names of 
any of the books referred to ; but J remember the 
contradiction in Mr Hem Chandra Kerr’s report, 
He mentions the fact that some books speak of 
smoking bhang. 


Question 29.—I do not regard tobacco as nar- 
eotic. The object of using it isto make the hemp | 
drug milder. Dhatura increases the narcotic effect | 
of the hemp drug, and nux vomica its aphrodisiac | 

roperties. It is with majum they are thus used 
ee eating, not for smoking, | 

Question 52.—The use of bhang ina religious | 
way is here confined to the Shivaratri day and_ to | 
very few persons in this part of thecouutry. This | 
is confined to cities also. I think there are some | 
towns, such as Dharwar, Bijapur, ete., where no | 
one uses it, who belongs to this part of the coun- | 
try. It is notacustom here. I cannot recollect 
any custom so general over India as the use of | 
bhang at certain festivals which has not been , 
prescribed in the Shastras. I know that among | 
certain classes of Hindus (called Tantrikaulas 
and Shakhtas) it is absolutely necessary to offer | 
wine at pujas, and inthe absence of wine, bhang 
must be given to the god. I have read the Sans- | 
krit work ‘ Bijaikal” which deals with hemp | 
drugs. 1 think the Sakandra Puran has little | 
authority. My statement only refers to the cus- 
toms of this province ; and it is an accurate state- 
ment of what I believe these to be. 

Question §5.—-Speaking generally, I thiuk that 
the effect of hemp drugs on the population is 
just as injurious as alcohol, Both are equally 
injurious, I think the same in regard to opium, 
I bave not much experience of smoking opium ; 
and do not refer to this. Ganja is more potent 
in its effectsthan bhang. Perbaps bhang might 
be compared to opium eating; it is less injurious. 
Gapja smoking is perhaps more injurious than | 
opium eating and equally injunous to opium | 
smoking. ‘This subject has attracted my atten. — 
tion in my practice and as a general observer. I | 
am nota member of any Temperance Society, or | 
otherwise specially interested in such inquiries. | 
The above views are not inconsistent with what I 
say inanswer 39; for here I refer to the true | 
bhavg, which is milder than ganja; whereas in | 
answer 391 deal with the same preparation ond | 
the same dose. ] admit, however, that the | 


analogy with the view [have heard that opium 
smoking is worse than eating would seem to 
show that smoking ganja would be more harmful 
than eating it. But I have really but little 
experience regarding opium smoking, as already 
said, 

Question 40.~-I understand that Cannabis 
sativa and Cannabis indica are the same. But 
here I am speaking of the Cannabis sativa as the 
European variety of Cannabis indica; and I 
believe that this non-narcotic variety is what is 
referred to in the ancient books, Amarkosh’s 
Sanskrit work contains no reference to ganja ; and 


| I do not think there is evidence of the existence 


of this plant in India before the thirteenth cen- 
tury. 

Question 46.—I have not kept any notes of 
cases of hemp drug insanity, I have formed a 
general impression from my cases of the connection 
between hemp drugs and insanity; but I am not 
prepared to give any particular case in full detail. 


Question 68.--1 know nothing of the effects 
of closing the madak and chandu shops. I kuow 
nothing myself in regard to ganja shops where 
the drug is smoked on the premises, ‘There is 
one shop for bhang drinking recently opened in 
Poona. This is the only one 1 know out of Bom- 
bay. The shopkeeper is a Poona man. These 
shops increase the facility for consumption; and 
by drinking in company there isa kind of com- 
petition. J also think that the sentiment of the 
disreputability of the practice of using these drugs 
is Shaken by these shops, as the people think 
that Government seems to sanction the consump- 
tion ; this would not be equally the result of the 
sanction of shops merely for the sale. I think 
that the mere licensing of shops produces 
among the educated classes the impression tbat 
Government sanctions and approves the sale of 
the drug, but not to the same extent among the 
unedueated classes. They ought, however, to 
know that licensing sheps really means restric- 


/ tion. 


Question 69.—1 know of no ease in which a 
local representation has been made against a shop 
and has been disregarded. I think, however, that 
an expression of local opinion should be actually 
invited before a shop is opened. It should stand, 
in my private opinion, on the vote of the majority. 
If the majority are von-consumers, tuey should be 
able to prevent the opening of a shop. 





92. Evidence of J. Gurson DA OunuA, Medical Practitioner, Esplanade, Bombay. 


1. Medical practice amongst all sections of the 
community for the last twenty-seven years, also 
study of the subject from both ancient and mod- 
ern authors, 


2, Yes. 


19. Ganja is used for smoking. 
perience of charas. 


23. Not to my knowledge. 
28. I cannot tell. 
29, Ganja is mixed ordinarily with tobacco. 


Bhang, charas, and ganja. 
I have no ex- 


Bhang’s infusion contains black pepper, anise, 
sugar, milk, cucumber and melon seeds ordinarily 
and exceptionally opium, the object being to make 
it more intoxicating and narcotic, 


The bhang massala seems to me to be the same 
as majum, a confection made with hemp leaves to 
vol. Vii. 


be used as a sweetmeat, This is cither eaten alone 
or added to the infusion ; but its composition varies 
in different parts of India, several intoxicating 
drugs being added to it. 

Dr, Garcia d’Orta, the earliest European observer 
of the effects of bhang in India, and who publish- 
ed his work in Goa in 1563, mentions maju as 
eaten by Sultan Bahadur of Gujrat. He also 
mentions green betel-nut, nutmeg and musk as 
ingredients of the infusion. 

30. I have seen the bhane and ganja consumed 
both in solitude and in company only among 
adults of both sexes. I am not aware of children 
consuming it, 

31. I believe so. But it is not diffieult to 
break off. I do not think that there is a tenden- 
cy for the moderate habit to develop into the ex- 
cessive. 
2c 2 
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32. I regret to say that I have no experience of 
any such customs, 

36. I believe alcohol is being substituted for 
the hemp drugs. The cause of the substitution 
may be the facility in obtaining the former. I 
can give no proof. I have known the class of 
Gorawallas, who were once consumers of bhang, 
giving up the babit and drinking spirits instead. 

87. I have no experience of charas. 

39. I have said above that I have known the 


class of Gorawallas drinking bhang, I have also | 


known them to smoke ganja, and I think smoking 
is less injurious than drinking, I cannot go 
further than this. 


40. I do not know. 
41, Yes ; in all four ways. 
42. Yes; 1 have known Brahmins, Marwaris> 


Gorawallas and the class of halalcores, called also | 


' does not believe in its efficacy. 
' notion. 


bhangis from their habitual use of bhang, who | 


use these drugs in moderation and are useful 
servants, are not worse than those who drink 
spirits habitually in moderation. 

44. I believe the immediate effect of the 
moderate use of these drugs on the habitual con- 
sumer to be refreshing, exhilarating, allaying 
hunger and creating appetite. Their effect lasts 
about a couple of hours, There are no bad after- 


eee cen niente ant oH A 


effects, nor does their want produce any uneasi- 
ness. I have known individuals who have given 
up the habit with great facility. 

45. I do not think so, 


46, Excessive habitual use of these drugs is 
always injurious. I have known persons impair- 
ing both their body and mind by the habitual 
excessive use of the drugs, 

47, I do not think so. 


48. I believe it affects the children of the excess 
sive consumers. 


49. Yes ; Garcia d’Orta also mentions. it, but 
It is a false 
I have heard of its producing impotence, 
but probably it was not the sole cause, 


50, I have heard that the excessive use produces 
impotence, but have not observed any typical case, 


56. Lam sorry I cannot tell. 


57, I have mentioned that a confection of hemp 
ganja called majum is eaten, called by Garcia 
VOrta tetuario de maju, or majum electuary. I 
also know of a native beer, called bhoj, used in the 
Deccan. It is brewed from jowari grain malted 
to which bhang is added. My experience is 
extremely limited in this case. Of charas I know 
nothing. 





93. Evidence of Epatst Nasuirvansi, Parsi, Medical Practitioner, Bombay, 


1. Observation in medical practice. 

19. Ganja and charas are mostly used for 
smoking. They are also used as medicine by 
vaids and hakims, and administered internally. 


23. Not to my knowledge. 


28. A moderate smoker smokes about 3 or 4 
grains of ganja twice a day ; an excessive smoker 
about 10 grains. About 20 grains of ganja cost 
a quarter of an anna, 


A moderate consumer takes about 8 grains of 
bhang, an excessive consumer about double the 
weight. 

29. Ganja is often smoked mixed with tobacco. 
Bhang massala is said to contam bhang, almonds, 


pepper, rose petals, anise seeds, cardamoms, and 
poppy seeds. 


30. Only the male sex uses them. 
usual for childern 
drugs. 


It is not 
to consume any of these 


31, The habit is easily formed in company, 
Some people keep on the same quantity for a 
length of time. Others eradually increase the 
quantity, 


37. The effects of charas and ganja smoking 
are the same; perhaps a little different in 
degree. ‘The effect of drinking bhang is at first 
a little stimulating, 


40. Bhang and ganja are used as medicine 


a 
st an eee EOCENE CLT OLE 


by native doctors. Bhang is given to cattle 
as medicine for diarrhea, 

41. A person taking bhang or ganja takes 
and digests more food. The moderate use of 
these drugs is. believed to strengtben and 
sustain nerve power and to alleviate fatigue. 


Bhang is used by some vaids as a febrifuge 
combined with pepper. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of these drugs is refreshing. It creates good 
appetite. The effect lasts for about an hour 
or two. The want of subsequent gratification 
always produces uneasiness and a longing 
for them in those who are habituated to use 
them. 


45, The habitual moderate use of ganja smok- 
ing tends to produce physical and mental debility. 
It does not seem to produce any depravity of 
moral character. Bhang and ganja do not 
injure digestion, nor do they cause loss of ap- 
petite. They do not cause dysentery, brouchitis, 
or asthma, but, on the contrary, do good to these 
diseases. They do produce laziness to a certain 
extent and deaden the intellect. I have not seen 
them produce insanity. Their habitual use often 
produces night blindness, 


47. There seems to be no hereditary tendency in 
the use of these drugs, ; 


49, Bhang is used as an aphrodisiac, and 


| forms a constituent of what is called majum, 





94, Lividence of Dx. I.C. Lisnoa, Private Medical Practitioner, Bombay and Poona. 


23. In one of the cases reported on a separate 
paper, * bhang was used 
form of tincture. 


_ 28, Not ascertained. 


29, Dhatura in smal] doses is frequently used 


for smoking and in the | to cause exhilaration, Opium is also administered 


in small quantities. Don’t know anything about 
ux vomica and cantharides. Betel-nut is fre- 


rey * Not received, 
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quently used, but not mixed with hemp drug. It 
-eauses also the exhilaration. 


30. The tivo cases mentioned occurred in the 
males only. 


31, From the limited observations it is not 
difficult to break the habit off, 


39, The two cases referred in another place 
tend to show that ganja and bhang have a distinct 
weakening effect upon the mind or a tendency 
towards producing insanity. This is the opinion 
of many natives, 


41. (a) Some people say that it excites 
appetite. 


(6) and (c) No, so far as my enquiries and 
observations go, 


42. It appears from enquiries that moderate 
use of hemp drug leads in time to immoderate 
use, The young men, finding that the moderate 
use causes sexual excitement, increase the dose. 


56. I have already stated why the admixture 
of opium and dhatura is given. 





95. Lvidence of BHALCHANDRA KRrIsHNA BHATAVADEKAR, Brahmin, Medical Prac- 
titioner, Bombay. 


1. During the twenty years of my professional 
experience in Bombay and out of Bombay I have 
had opportunities of gathering information on 
this subject from books and from my contact with 
people of various shades of life, such as those who 
use these intoxicants either occasionally or habi- 
tually. 

2. I believe these definitions may be accepted 
for this province. They are locally known 
thus :—(1) Bhang, sabji, siddhi, shambhari and 
patti; (2) charas; (3) ganja. 

3, It grows spontaneously in the Deccan, such 
as Poona, Satara, Ahmednagar, Dhawad in Khan- 
desh ; such as Nusseerabad in the Konkan; as 
Panwel; and in the Gujarat, such as Surat, 
Abmedabad and Baroda. 

4. The names given above in answer No. 2, 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated for the produc- 
tion of (a) ganja, and for the production of (4) 
bhang in Ahmednagar, Satara, Sholapur and 
Poona, and to a certain extent in Surat. 


10. So far as I am aware, there is no special 
class of such cultivators. They belovg tu the 
agricultural class. 

14. (a) Ganja is largely prepared in the Shola- 
pur, Poona, Satara and Nusseerabad, 

(c) Bhang is prepared in Ahmednagar, Shola- 
pur, Poona and Surat. 

18. All these three drugs deteriorate by keeping. 
In the course of one year they lose nearly half 
their power, and in the course of about four years 
they deteriorate completely. These drugs contain 
a resin and a volatile oil, which are their active 
narcotic constituents. The resin gets inert by 
exposure, and the volatile oil evaporates. I believe 
these are the causes of deterioration. 


19. So far as I am aware, these two drugs are 
generally used for smoking ; ganja is, however, 
used occasionally for medicinal purposes by the 
vaidyas and hakims ; charas I believe is less fre- 
quently used in these parts of the country. 


20. Ganja and charas are used for smoking by 
the mendicant gosains and fakirs in the great 
majority of cases. I believe, these people smoke 
these drugs very considerably, almost to 75 per 
cent. The lower classes of society, such as people 
depraved in habits, both of the Hindus and Mu- 
hammadan community, also smoke these drugs 
to about 10 to 15 per cent. 


21, The variety of flat ganja is generally used. 

23. I am not aware of bhang being ever used 
for smoking. 

24, Nearly all classes of people use bhang for 
(0) drinking purposes, and f believe the percent- 
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age is over 50 for all classes; for (a) eating, the 
proportion seems to be comparatively small. I 
think it isnot more than 2 per cent, 

26. (a) Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
about 50 per cent ; of gunja, 20 per cent. 

(5) Of bhang, fabout 20 per cent., of ganja, 5 
per cent. 

(c) Of bhang about 65 percent., of ganja about 
25 per cent, 

(d) Of bhang, about 20 to 30 per cent., and of 
ganja 5 per cent, 

27. The religious mendicant class of gosains 
and fakirs. Freedom from anxiety and domestic 
care, as well as company of gangs of these people. 

28. The average allowance of ganja to (a) 


| habitual moderate consumer 13 half a tola per 


diem, costing one anna, while that for (2) habitual 
excessive consumer is from 2 to 4 annas. In the 
ease of bhang it is from 1] to 4 annas in the case 


| of (a), and 2 to 6 annas in the case of (2). 


29, Habitual drinkers of bhang ordinarily mix 
black pepper, dry rose buds and anise seeds, 
Occasional drinkers of bhang use (b) exceptionally 
almonds, black pepper, dry rose buds, anise seeds, 


| sugareandy, cardamoms and saffron, and milk, 


nnd some add cucumber and water-melon seeds. 


Habitual smokers of ganja use tobacco, and 
occasional sinokers use dhatura seed. The object 
of these admixtures is in some cases to enhance 
their value as nereotics, and some with object of 
making them pleasant and cooling drink. 

30. I believe itis practised in solitude to about 
25 per cent., and in company to about 50 per cent. 
It is not strictly confined to the male sex. No 
fixed age or time of life can be fixed. Lower class 
children to a small extent use these drugs. 


31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed, and it is not very difficult to 
break off. In the case of ganja smoking there is 
a tendency for the moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive. 


32, Among the Deshastha Brahmins and Nagar 
Brahmins and Gujarathis generally on marriage 
occasions it is customary to use bhang in bhajias 
and in milk. Also on Shivaratri day it is custom- 
ary for nearly all classes of people (Hindus) to 
dyink bhang. The use is vot regarded essential. 
Itis generally temperate, This isnot likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit or otherwise injuri- 
ous, barring temporary effects. 

33. The habit is generally regarded with dis- 
favour, the person using them habitually is genes 
rally’ xegarded by society as non-reliable, but is 
pot excommunicated or looked on with great con- 
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tempt. Both social and religious public opinion 
is against the use of these drugs, especially the 
sect of the Swami Narayen Panthain Gujarat 
and Kathiwad. The ganja smoker is particalarly 
looked upon with indifference. 


34. I am strongly of opinion that it will be a 
serious privation to deprive the habitual consumers 
of the drugs, because it is a necessary of Jife with 
many and a luxury with others, which would 
ultimately lead to discontent. 


35. I don’t believe it will be feasible to prohibit 
the use of any or al] of these drugs. It will be 
consumed illicitly. The prohibition will, I 
believe, cause serious discontent amongst the 
consumers which may spread amongst the other 
class and may Jead to undesirable results. The 
prohibition may lead to the use of alcoholic 
stimulant or to the use of opium, at Jeast in the 
case of some of those who have no religious 
scruples, It would be impolitic to restrict the 
use, 


36. I believe alcohol is now to a large extent 
being substituted for these drugs, especially bhang. 
I am not able to produce any proof in support of 
the etatement. It is only my belief. 


37, Charas is not so much in vogue as ganja in 
these parts; still some persons use it, and from 
observations it is known that the effects of charas 
smoking are to a certain extent different to those 
of ganja smoking. Ganja produces for a time a 
refreshing or exhilarating effect, and then drow- 
siness, While charas produces drowsiness immediate- 
ly and then insensibility. There is also a 


marked difference in the duration of the effect ;_ 
that for charas lasts for several hours, while that | 


for ganja is not much prolonged. 


Ss 


ie is Poe one eee S 
is less injurious ; perhaps itis more injurious than | 
their use by prostitutes, 






| the moderate habitual use of the drugs, 


these drugs in moderate doses produce appetite, 
in some cases even ravenous appetite. The effect 
in the majority of cases Jasts from 8 to 4 hours, 
sometimes 6 hours. The after-effects are those 
of exhaustion of the nervous system, lassitude, 
inability to work, and I am inclined to believe 
the want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness. 


45, I have not met with any cases in which the 
habitual moderate use of bhang has produced any 
noxious effect, either physical, mental or moral. 
Bat 1 believe the habitual moderate use of ganja 
and charas does produce some noxious effect, 
physically, mentally and morally. Iam inclined 
to believe that the habitual moderate use of the 
latter two drugs impairs the constitution, generally 
injures thedigestion, causes laziness and indolencee ; 
but I have not known of cases where it led io 
immorality or debauchery, It to a certain extent 
deadens the intellect, but I don’t believe it leads 
to insanity, at least of a permanent nature, It 
may perhaps lead to temporary aberration for the 
time being. 

46. The habitual excessive use of all these three 
drugs isin my opinion very injurious. It causes 
the face to become bloated, the eyes injected, and 
the limbs weak and tremulous ; the miud grows 
imbecile and ultimately death by marasmus closes 
the scene, I have known several typical cases 
of this sort. Of them some three or four cases were 
of mania dine to excessive use of ganja, due to bad 
company. If I remember right, I believe there 
was no mental anxiety or brain disease to obtaiu 
relief by these drugs. 

47. Tam not aware of the hereditary nature of 


ol at 7 5 
practised as an aphrodisiac. I am not aware of 





the drinking. My reasov for holding this opinion 
is that the smoking process is more rapid by the 
absorption of the narcotic principles of the drugs, 
and the poison is at once and directly brought 


into contact with the lungs, the blood and the | 


nervous system ; while the drinking process affects 
the system through digestive orgaus. 

40, Bhang and ganja are often prescribed by 
the vaidyas and hakims in fevers, dysentery, 
diarrhera, sleeplessness and impotence, and as 
aphrodisiacs very commonly, 

41. I believe the moderate use of bhang is to a 
certain extent beneficial, as (¢) a digestive, (4) an 
exhilarant to alleviate fatigue and over-exertion, 


(c) a prophylactic to a very small extent against 


malaria, and (@) adjunct to concentration of the 
mind and contemplation. I believe this use of 
the drug is to be found amongst the higher, 
middle and lower classes to the extent of about 
5 to 10 per cent. I refer to the moderate habitual 
use of the drug. I don’t include ganja and 
charas in the above remarks, for 1 consider their 
moderate habitual use not only not beneficial, but 
positively harmful. 


43. 1 believe moderate consumers of bhang 
are generally inoffensive to their neighbours, 


44, Iam of opivion that the immediate effect 
of the moderate use of these drugs on the habitual 
consumer is to cause a refreshing or exhilarating 
sensation, followed by intoxication, not in the 
sense caused by alcoholic stimulants. I believe 


of the hemp drugs does not, so far as 1 am aware, 
preduce any impotence. 


50. The excessive use of these drugs does tend 
to produce impotence, 


53. J believe the exceesive indulgence in any 
of these drugs hads to unpremeditated crime, I 
have heard of cases, Lut I have not ecme across 
any. 


54. I have heard of their being used for this 
purpose, such as running amuck, but I have not 
seen any case. 


55. I have not come across any cases. Dr, 
Lyon, late Professor of Medical Jurisprudence and 
Toxicology in the Grant Medical College and 
Government Chemical Analyser to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, says: ‘‘ In India Cannabis ap- 
pears to be seldom, if ever, used for homicidal 
purposes.” Dr. Norman Chevers, however, men- 
tions a case which cccurred in Ahmednagar in 
which a woman having first drugged with majum 
a child aged 7 afterwards murdered her for 
ornaments. 


62. J am of opinion that there is no necessity 
of controlling the cultivation. I believe it would 
produce discontent. 


67. I believe that the present method of 
taxation of ganja and bhang is objectionable, 
inasmuch as tbe ultimate incident of the tax falls 
rather heavily on the poor mendicant classes. 
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96. Evidence of Ismain Jan Monomen, Khoja, Physician, Bombay. 


1. During my practice of eight years I have 
come across several patients using the drug in one 
form or the other, 


2, Charas is also known as bhongus ras (Guz- 
rati), and bhang itself is called thandai in Urdu. 


4, Arabic—Nabtula—kinnoba and hashaisha is 
the substance prepared from it. It is called 
mafuen by Chinese. 


15. Bhang or ganja is mixed with tobacco and 
chewed also; from bhanga preparation is made 
called majum. A cooling drink is prepared from 
bhang called thandai, and charas is |used for 
smoking. 

16, Bhang is not generally prepared in the 
house. 


17. Marwaris, Purbhoyas, and native siugers 
called ustads. 


19. Local application, a sedative also. 


20. Very small proportion of the population 
use the drug, generally the fakir and gosain 
people use it, aud occasionally young men of good 
class who come in contact with above class are 


induced to use the drug. 


24. Marwaris aud Bhayas and the native 
singers. About 2 per cent. of them. 


_ 84, No; it would be great blessing to prevent 
its free use. 


35. (a) Yes, 
(4) Rarely. 


(c) By enhancing the duty on it. Prohibition 
may fora time be followed by the use of other 
drugs, 

36. I don’t think that people who use ganja 
would be satisfied by the use of alcohol instead, as 
the pleasure is quite different, but there is more 
facility in getting alcohol for a little more price, 
so there is a likelihood of the habit being changed 
from ganja to alcohol. 


37. The effects of charas are more narcotic. 

39. Smoking ganja is very injurious, as I have 
had a number of cases in my practice; atrophy of 
the whole body is set in after prolonged use of 
ganja smoking, 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors to give 
appetite, also in diarrhoa and gonorrhaa, also as 
a fumigation in curing piles. 


41, The effects are very deceptive, for the first 
few days it acts as a digestive, and produces a 
sensation of warmth, but ultimately it is harmful. 


42, I think even the moderate use of it for a 





25. I€is on the increase, as [bave seen a num- 
ber of cases of young men of late. 


26. As to bhang only-— 
(a) One per cent. 
(5) Very few. 
(c) A larger proportion than the above, 


27. Bbhang is generally used by these people to 
produce a pleasant intoxication and stimulation of 
the brain; some business men use it very mod- 
erately. Others use it for its aphrodisiac effects, 
and its supposed effect in preventing an early dis- 
charge of semen; but itis generally used by people 
who have no occupation, but who spend their 
lives as fakirs or sadhus or vagrants, 


28. (a) Two pice. 

(6) Four annas or more. 

29. Dhatura is used very exceptionally to pro- 
duce more narcotic effects; tabasier or vanslochar 
is used, and miri gulab kali, khaskhas and 
the fine cucurbitoca seeds and almond and carda- 
moms are used. 


50. Ganja end bhang are generally used in 
company, but it is only used in solitude, if one 
wants to avoid detection, Children soon get into 
the habit of taking bhang, if they only use it for 
a few times. 


31. Habit is easily formed. It is difficult to 
break off; there is a tendency to develop into 
excessive habit. 

32. During Holi festival the Marwaris visit 


43. They are inoffensive, inasmuch as they are 
not violent. 


44. Bhang.—It produces a pleasant narcotic 
sensation, gives appetite first, but afterwards 
allays hunger. The mind becomes deranged after 
a long use, more so after the use of ganja, and the 
sexual powers are totally diminished or lost after 
ganja smoking. It does produce a longing. 

45. After ganja—Yes, body wastes, mental 
faculties become confused, and the moral sense 
becomes below par. Yes; many cases of chronic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, as well as chronic bron- 
chitis and asthma, are scen in those who use ganja. 
It does produce laziness, and excessive use does 
produce temporary insanity. I think ganja- 
smoking produces insanity peculiar to it, as well 
as I believe insane persons are likely to take up 
the use of the drug. I know of two cases in 
which persons with no hereditary history of in- 
sanity became insanes after prolonged use of 
ganja. 

47. I believe it is hereditary in some cases, 


49. Bhang, majum and subji are used as aphro- 
disiacs, I think it is more injurious than when 
used as nareotic, because it leads to excessive 
sexual indulgences, premature decay and death. 
Ganja produces impotence. 


51. There is asmal] proportion of bad characters 
who use ganja. The use of ganja has some con- 


' nection with crime in general, 


each other’s shops in great crowds, and they are | 


giving bhang ant bhajias, Some of them take 


bhang from every place that they visit. I have | 


heard that during the marriage ceremony among 
Bhias they prepare bhang. 

38. Those who use the drugs immoderately are 
not respected in society, but even those people 
who are in the habit of taking moderately are 
shunned by those who do not use it. 


58. After excessive use of bbang, I have seen 
one case. 


55. If bhang is taken in large quantity, com- 
plete stupefaction ensues, but as a rule admixture 
is necessary, 


56, I have heard of dhatura being mixed with 
ganja, but how it is made serviceable for criminal 
purposes I cannot say, 
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97. Evidence of ARpESIR DADABHOY Mopy, Parsi, J.P., Member, Municipal 
Corporation, Medical Practitioner, Bombay. 


1. My practice is among the natives of Bombay, | 


33, The public opinion amongst the Parsis is 
and especially among the Parsis. 


very much against the use of bhang. 


(My evidence is as regards the Parsis of $4. 14 would not be any privation to the Parsis 
Bombay only.) _ to forego the consumption of the drug. 
2. Bhang, charas, ganja. 43. Occasional moderate consumers are inoffen- 
20, The Parsis asa rule do not smoke. I do | Sivé to their neighbours. 
not know of any Parsi who smokes ganja or — 44, It produces intoxication. It does not allay 
charas, | hunger, except taken with millk, etc. The after. 
23. Generally bhang is not used for smoking i effects are laziness and inaptitude for work, and 
. abs soleiendt = Tad 


: ' want of sleep and appetite, ‘The want of subse- 
26. A very few Parsis used bhang occasionally | quent gratification produces longing and uneasi- 
in a very small dose made up into a sweet drink | ness. 


with milk, sugar, almonds, &c. ; but that practice Ms sh (DNberd, (0) ee 


is much on the decrease. 
(d) It causes dysentery and other derange- 


29. Dhatura was never used by the Parsis to | 
ments of the bowels. 


make up the bhang drink 
(e) It induces laziness, 


(f) It deadens the intellect and produces 
insanity, as imbecility, which has a tendency to 
be permanent. 


t 
30. The bhang drink was used in company, and | 
it was ouly by the male sex. Never given by the 
Parsis to chiidren. 
| 
| 


31. By taking bhang drink occasionally and in 


very small doses, no habit is formed. 47. Not hereditary. The children are weak. 


49, The use of hemp tends to produce impot- 
| ence, 


32. There is no social or religious custom | 
among the Parsis in which bhang is consumed. 





98. Evidence of UrraMRaAM JEEWANRAM, ItcHApooRIA, Audesh, Brahmin, Native 
Doctor (Vaidya), Bombay and Surat. 


1. My experience obtained as a vaidya. | Ido not know whether either is used for any 

2, The definitions of Dr. Prain may be ac- | other purpose. 

cepted. Round ganja I have never seen, I 20. Ganja is smoked by Brahmins, Wanis, 

know broken ganja as “ garda,” and broken bhang | Kunbis, Ghanchis, end sadhus. It is also smoked 

as “ bhuki.” by Muhammadans and fakirs. Some of the 

Ganja is known to me by the names of ganja | Burmese staying at present at Rander also smoke 

and mala. Charas is known as charas. Bhang is | ganja. Charas is mostly smoked by Muhammad- 

known as vijaya, subji, maya, lillaghur, dyanvalli, | 4S, fakirs, and few sadhus and Kunbis. 

and patti. | 21, Round ganja is not obtainable here, Flat 
7, There is cultivation of the hemp plant in the | $@nja is used here for smoking, 

Surat district, which is my home, («) for ganja, ; 22. Ihave no personal knowledge of charas, 

(ce) for bhang, (¢@) for seeds. _and I cannot say whether the charas used in 
At Bhatta, a village in the Surat district, I Bombay is native gh gartan. In the Surat 

know also that the hemp plant is cultivated for district charas 1s very little used. 


bbhang at Diva and Devi villages, near Auklesh- 23, Bhang is never used'for smoking. It is, 
war in the Broach district. however, used as medicine, for vapour purposes in 
O The scela ate cota te thomonthe there piles, ih in the case of irritation of rectum and 
and Bhaderwa. They are sown like jowari. bin Seri : : 7 
-The plant is ready in six or seven months after 24. Bhang is chiefly used for drinking. It is 
the sowing of the seed. The plants are not irri- | very rarely eaten. Hindus of almost all classes and 
gated. Mubammadans drink bhang, Bhang is commonly 


used in Central Provinces, Guzarat, Marwar, 


10, No special class eultivates the hemp plant Gata. Mathara 
. 2 ps . 


for narcotics in my district. Fatiowdles P bh lich 

sy 25. I think the use of ganja, bhang, and charas 

14. (a) Ganja is prepared and (c) bhang is pre- | ;, on the decrease in the Surat vill. I do not 

pared in Bhatta in the Surat district, and Dewa | jnow whether the use of these drugs is on the 

and Devi in the Broach district, increase or decrease in other provinees. I attribute 
17. Kolis and Kunbis. 


the decrease in the consumption of these drugs 
18. Ganja and bbang deteriorate by keeping. here to two causes, firstly, the spread of education, 
They lose some of their narcotic properties. In 


and secondly, the want of company. 
time they quite lose their narcotic effects. Ganja 
will keep good for about two years, and bhang for 
one year, with ordinary care, I attribute deteri- 
oration to the absorption of moisture from the at. 
mosphere. 


1¥, Ganja and charas are only used for smoking» 












28. Tam not in a position to answer this question, 


29. Ganja is ordinarily smoked withor without 
tobacco, 1 have seen one man preparing cigarette 
of ganja and patting init little opium and saffron. 
In bhang ordinarily pepper is mixed, and exception- 
ally cardamoms, rose buds, anise, poppy seeds 
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saffron, musk, almond, pista, charoli, sugar, and 
milk. I know sometimes shaloo jowari roots (the 
roots of jowari cultivated in the cold season) are 
mixed with bhang to increase its narcotic effect ; 
and in ganja, dhatura seeds are sometimes added 
to increase its narcotic effect. 


T know thata preparation, known as bhang mas- 
sala, is sold in the market, the ingredients of 
which are almost the same, which are exceptionally 
used in preparing bhang drink. 

30, The consumption of these drugs is practised 
in solitude as well as in company. The use of 
these drugs is mainly confined to the male sex. 
Few of the women of sadbus and bawas use ganja. 
It is generally practised after 16 years of age. In 
childhood it is not practised. It is not, usual for 
children to consume any of these drugs. The 
jewellers give bhang, when specially prepared, to 
their children and women. In Navasari and in 
other parts of Gujarat and Central Provinces 
women on seldom occasions drink bhang, 


31. The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easily formed. If the habit is of a long standing 
the man finds it difficult to break it off. The 
moderate habit is generally developed into exces- 
sive oue, 


32. There is oo custom, social or religious, when 
the use of these drugs is essential, 


33, The use of these drugs is in disrepute. 
The hemp plant is not worshipped by any people. 


34. There will be no serious privation to the 
consumers to forego the use of these drugs. 


35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of these 
drugs. Consumers would for some time use the 
drngs illicitly, No doubt the consumers would 
be discontented, but such discontent will not 
amount to a political danger. ‘Those who do not 
drink alcohol will uot take te it, but will try to 
break off tae habit. 


36. Ido not think that alcohol is substituted 
for these drugs to any extent. 


37. The effect of charas is to stupefy the con- 
sumer, Ganja excites the man. 


33. I do not know round ganja, The narcotic 
effect of flat ganja is stronger than that of chur 
or broken ganja. 


39, The smoking of ganja and eharas is less in- 
jurious thau drinking and eatiug the same. 


40), I used bhang in pains, rheumatism, fevers 
loss of appetite, restlessness, burning symptoms in 
phthisis, dysentery, acute and chronic diarrhaa, 
eramps, hysteria, headache, tetanus, muscular rheu- 
matism, brain fever, and hemorrhage. Ganja is 
used in cases of loss of appetite, loss of sleep, and 
colic, and sometimes as a stimulant. I do not use 
charas. Bhang is prescribed along with other 
native medicines iu different forms of the above 
diseases. 


41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
beneficial, Bhang is a food accessory, Ganja 
taken on empty stomach injures the constitution, 
but if taken after food, it is digestive and refresh- 
ing in exertion and fatigue. Ganja and bhang 
are used in malarious tracts to prevent the malari- 
ous attacks. I have experieuced that the consumers 
of bhang and ganja very rarely suffer from malari- 
ous fever, Ganja has a special property of giving 
tone to liver. Itis the occasional moderate use. 
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42. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
bzneficial, 


43. The moderate cotsumers of ganja and 
bhang are not offensive to their neighbours, 


44. The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of ganja and bbhang on the habitual consumer are 
refreshing and produce little intoxication. In 
some cases it creates appetite and in some cases it 
does not create appetite. At times man gets vomit. 
The effect lasts for about seven hours. The after- 
effects are dulness and dryness of the mouth, and 
the want of subsequent gratification is produced, 


45, The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang does not produce any noxious effects, physi- 
cal, mental, or moral ; dces not injure the constitu- 
tion. Ganja after long time, a if no nutritious 
food is taken, would produce bronchitis and 
asthma, and weaken the teeth. The moderate use 
does not deaden the intellect. 


46. I cannot positively say that excessive use 
of ganja and bhang injuresthe man, physically, 
mentally, and morally- It depends on the man’s 
constitution. I have seen several excessive con- 
sumers in good health, and I have also seen men 
using these drugs occasionally have turned mad, 


47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, or 
to alfect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer. 


48, The excessive use even does not affect the 
children of the consumers, 


49, Bhang is used in moderation as an aphrodi- 
siac, When it is used for the said purpose it is 
more injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic. 
Bhang, for the above purpose, is administered 
along with other ingredients. ‘There is one trea- 
tise called Wajikarana which treats of preserving 
potency, and in which the use of bhang has been 
meutioned as an aphrodisiac, 


50. Bhang is not used in excess as an aphiro- 
disiac. 

51. 1 know the large proportion of bad charac- 
ters use these drugs more or less, but I do not 
think that there is any connection with crime in 
general, or with crime of any special character, 

58. Ido not know of any case where a criminal 
has committed uupremeditated crime ufter the use 
of ganja or bhang. 

54. There is no such property in ganja and 
bhang as to shake the timidity and to nerve the 
person to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
other crime. 


55. I donot know of any case in which crimin- 
als,in order to further their designs, have induced 
their victims to partake of any of these drugs and 
so stupefy them. Complete stupefaction is not 
produced by these drugs without admixture. 


56, The effects of ganja are modified by adding 
tobacco, and that of bhang are modified by diluting 
it with water. Dhatura seeds are mixed witb 
ganja and shaloo jowari roots with bhang to in- 
crease their narcotic property. 

57. The effects of eating and drinking ganja 


and charas are not in any way different from those 
of smoking, 


58 to 70. These questions deal with admini- 
stration, taxation and control; and as I am ignor- 
aut of the present system of administration, I am not 
in a position to make any suggestion on that head, 
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99. Evidence of Kesuowram WHaripat, Chapooria, Audesh Brahmin, 
Native Doctor (Vaidya), Rander, Surat and Bombay. 


1, My answers regarding the matters con- 
nected with hemp drugs are framed from the study 
of the medical books, from experience gained in 
the medical practice, and from the information 
obtained from the persons who use these drugs. 


2. The definitions of Dr. Prain are correct, and 
may be accepted. I know bhang by the names of 
bhangro, vijaya, dyanvali, shankar priya, thandai, 
and patti. I know ganja by the name of shigra 
bodha. Charas is pronounced here as chadas. 


3, Tbe hemp plant does not grow spontaneously. 
The plant is required to be cultivated. 


Tbe hemp plant is generally known by the 
name of bhang tree. Some of the bhang trees get 
flowers ; these trees are called bhangro. These trees 
are pulled out from the field, as the existence of 
these trees spoils other plants. ‘ns flowering 
plant is male plant. ; 


6. The growth of the wild hemp plant is scat- 
tered. Ganja prepared from the wild plant is 
known by the name of gurakh ganja, 


7, Formerly there was cultivation of hemp 


plant in Bhattu aud Kawas villages of the Surat ; 15 about quarter anna to half anna, bhang about 


district. At present there is no cultivation of 
hemp plant in those villages. These plants were 
cultivated for production of bhaug only. Ganja 
and charas were not prepared, 


§. I do not know anything about this ques- 
tion, 


9, In May and June the land is ploughed, and 
at the beginning of the monsoon the seeds are 
sown, like jowari. After ten or twelve days after 
sowing, the plant comes out, After about one 
month the male plants begin to flower, when they 
are distinguished and pulled ont; searching for 
the male plant lasts about three months, The plant 
is ready in six or seven months after the sowing 


atmosphere, lusects 


(4) exposure. 


19, Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing, Ganja is used in medicine, when it is made 
into pills, powders, tinctures, elec. 

20. Swami Narayan’s followers and Parsis ex- 
cepted, almost all classes make use of ganja and 
charas, Ganja is used by the low classes of 
Muhammadans, fakirs, sadhus, kolis, kunbis, 
banias, and Brahmins. Charas is used by sadhus 
and fakirs, who as a necessity require some strong 
narcotic. 

21, Generally flat ganja is preferred. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking, It is 
used for giving vapour in piles as medicine, 

24. In Surat district the greater proportion of 
the people use bhang for drinking. 

25. The use of ganja, bhang, and charas is on 


the decrease. [ attribute this to the spread of 
education and care of honour. 


(3) 


germinating inside, 


28. The habitual moderate consumer requires 
about half to one tolaof ganja, the cost of which 


two to five tolas, the cost of which is about half to 
one anna, 


The excessive consumer requires about quarter to 


| half a seer of ganja, and about half seer of bhang, 


vf the seed. Thenthe plants are cut and dashed. | 


The droppings then are cleaned and collected, 
which is then called bhang. 


10. There is no special class of cultivators of 
the hemp plant for its narcotic properties. The 
ordinary cultivators who know the art cultivate 
hemp plant in the land fit for its cultivation. 

11. The seed of the wild hemp is not used for 
cultivating the plant for the production of ganja. 


15. Ldo not kuow whether different methods 
are adopted for preparing ganja, bhang, and 
ebaras from (a) the cultivated (4) and the wild 
plant for (A) smoking, (B) eating, and (C) drink- 
ing, 

16. Hemp plant does not grow in the com- 
pounds of houses, and if at all any plaut grows, 


the cost of which is fourannas and three annas 
respectively, 

29. In ganja ordinarily tobacco is mixed, and 
exceptionally amar, musk, cardamoms, ete., are 
added, In bhang ordinarily pepper is mixed, and 
exceptionally cardamoms, anise, rose buds, kuasani, 
sugar, milk, choroh, pista, almond, poppy seeds, 
and other sorts of seeds. I know that gandhis sell 
above-named ingredients as bhang massula, 

30. The use of these drugs is practised in 
solitude, but cliefly it is practised in company. 
The use is mainly confined to the male sex, 
although few of the women on seldom occasion 
partake bhang. There is no fixed time of life 
whev it should be practised; it is taken at any 
time of life. The imdulging parents sometimes 
give bhang to their children, who thereby acquire 
habit. Jewellers give bhang to their children 
when they are five or six years old. 

31. The habit of using these drugs is easily 
formed by using the drugs frequently. If the 


consumer wishes, he can break off the habit 


bhang of that plant, if prepared, is not fit for | 


drinking, 
plant wherever grown. Ganja and charas are not 
prepared from the wild plant wherever grown. 


17. Itisnot prepared by all the cultivators, 
but those only who know the art prepare it. 


18, Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping, 


effect and become quite useless, Ganja and bhang 


will keep good for two years, if stored air-tight, 


in ahotplace. After two years, although kept in 
the above manner, they deteriorate. 

The causes of deterioration—-(1) keeping for a 
Jong time, (2) absorption of moisture from the 


Bhang cannot be prepared from the ~ 


| gradually, 


The moderate use 1s developed into 
excessive one, 


82. There is no social or religious custom when 
the use of ganja or bhang is necessary. 

38. The consumption of ganja, bhang and 
charas is considered by the people as disrespectable. 
Ido not know whether the hemp plant is wor- 
shipped on any occasion by any sect of the people. 

34. Sudden prohibition will be considered by 
the consumers as aserious privation, but gradually 


» the habit can be broken off. 
and after one or two years they lose their nareotie | 


35. If the use of ganja, bhang and charas is 
prohibited, the consumers will use them illicitly. 
The prohibition can only be enforced by passing 
an Act. The sudden prohibition would cause 
discontent among consumers, though such dis- 
content would not amount to political danger. 
The consumers who have no objection for other 


187. 


narcotie will take to alcohol, and those who could 
not take alechol will leave the habit gradually. 


37. The narcotic effects of charas are more than 
those of ganja. Charas is two or three times 
stronger than ganja. 


88. Flat ganja has more narcotic effect in it 
than round ganja, and broken ganja has less nar- 
colic effect in it than round ganja. 


39, The smoking of ganja is less injurious than 
eating and drinking. 

40, I use ganja and bhang on account of their 
medicinal qualities. Ganja is prescribed in colic 
pains and as sleeping draught. Bhang is prescrib- 
ed in venereal diseases and for passing urine, and 
in dysentery. 

41, Ganja one-fourth of a tola, bhang one tola, 
and charas half wal, if taken, are beneficial as a 
food accessory. The use in such doses increases 


the strength, gives staying-power under severe | 


exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue, and 
refreshes the consumer, In malarious and un- 
healthy tracts use of ganja protects the man from 
malarious attacks. The use of these drugs should 
only be practised for the above purposes, and 
should not be indulged in. 

42. Ganja and bbang, though not beneficial, 
are not harmful to those who use them moderately, 

43, The moderate consumers are not offensive 
to their neighbours, but when taken in excess, 
they become offensive, 


44. The habitual moderate consumer of ganja | 


feels refreshed after taking ganja. It produces 
very little intoxication on him. It increases 
appetite, and keeps the consumer in good humour. 


after which time want of subsequent gratification 
is produced, and if the man does not get ganja to 
smoke he feels uneasy. 


The consumers of bhang generally take bhang 
twice in a day, once in the morving and once in the 
evening. 
work, The intoxication of bhang lasts for about 
seven to eight hours. No longing for subsequent 
gratification 1s produced in the case of bhang. But 
the man feels dull after the intoxication is over. 

45. The babitual moderate use of ganja, bhang 
and charas does not for a long time produce any 
noxious effects, physical, mental and moral. 

46. The habitual excessive use injures the di- 
gestion and causes loss of appetite. It causes 


Bhang does not step aman from his | 
| ave excessive consumers, and when the drug does 


bronchitis and asthma, It deadens the intellect 
and produces temporary insanity. Insavity is 
re-induced by use of the ding after liberation 
from restraint. It spoils the moral character of 
the consumer, The typical symptoms of an insane 
from tbe use of these drugs are that he gets staring 
sight, his eyes become red, he gets forgetfulness 
aud his voice is changed. 


47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be hereditary habit, or to 
affect in auy way the children of the moderate 
consumers, 


48. Ido not know whether the excessive use of 
these drugs affeets the children of the consumers 
or not, 


49. Kvery narcotic is aphrodisiac, and I know 
these drugs are sometimes used for that purpose, 


50. If these drugs are taken in excess as an 
aphrodisiac, they injure the constitution. 


53. The excessive indulgence in these drugs 
does incite the consumer to commit unpremeditat- 
ed crime, and at times leads to temporary homi- 
cidal frenzy. 


54. I know the criminals have used these 
drugs to fortify themselves to commit premedi- 
tated acts of violence, 

55. The criminals do, in order to further their 


designs, induce their victims to partake of these 
drugs and so stupefy them, anc then rob them of 


| their valuable things, and walk away leaving the 
' victim on the spot. 
: ee - brought on by these drugs without any admixture 
The intoxication lasts for about two to three hours, | se y 2 y 


Complete stupefaction is 


in the case of men whoare nut used to these 
drugs, 


56. Tobacco is mixed with ganja to modify its 
effects. Nothing is added to bhang to modify 
its effects. Bhang, if taken in small doses, pro- 
duees but very little intoxication, Those who 


not produce intoxication, add dhatura seeds in 
ganja and old jowari roots in bhaug to increase 
their narcotic power, 


57. I have no information about this question. 


58 to 70, The questions in this chapter relate 
to administration, taxation and control; and as I 
do not know the present syst2m of administra- 
tion, 1 am unable to make any suggestion, 





100. Evidence of Mu. Purpuvram JeewanramM, Nagar Brahmin, Native Doctor 
(Vuidya), Bombay. 


1, While practising medicine in the presidency 
of Bombay and the province of Kathiawar, accord- 
ing to the ancient Aryav system, I have had 
opportunities of gaining information in matters 
relating tohemp drugs. On many occasious I have 
used the drug iu question in different medicinal 
preparations, and I have met with many patients 
of the class who use hemp drugs oceasionvally or 
habitually, 


2. The definitions may be accepted. Hemp 
drugs are known here by the same names. 
We do not particularly distinguish between 
the different kinds of ganja. 
7. The hemp plant is cultivated in many parts 
of the Bombay presidency. For use as bbang 
vol. vii. 


the plant is cultivated in Guzerat. Bhang is also 
imported from the Punjab. 

9. The bhang plant is grown together with — 
other grains, ‘he seeds are sown broadcast. It 
is also grown in gardens and irrigated; this 
generally for personal use. 

10. To my knowledge they do not form a special 
class. The plant is grown by the ordinary agri- 
cultural cultivators. 

18. Hemp drugs do deteriorate by keeping, and 
in time they lose their effect. Bhang may be 
kept good for one year with care, I think the 
cause of deterioration to be exposure to air for a 
prolonged period. As far as I know, it is not 
possible to prevent deterioration taking place. 
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19, I do not know much about charas. Ganja 
is not only used for smoking, it is used alsoin 
medicines, A decoction of ganja, or sometimes an 
extract of ganja, is given to patients to induce 
sleep. It is used also in various preparatious for 
nervine diseases, One of the preparations is made 


by mixing it with ghi, and it is then used as a 
tonic. 


20. Sadhus and men of the lower class and poor 


men use ganja, The use is prevalent all over 
India, 


24, Brahmins, Kshatryas and Vaishyas, both 
tich and poor, use bhang. People of the working 
classes also use bhang. Bhang is generally drunk ; 
but it is eaten when it is inconvenient to prepare 
the drink. In the hot weather in hot climates 
all classes drink bhang. Scholars and priests, 
who are not allowed to use liquor as a stimulant, 
freely drink bhang. Dealers in precious stones, 
pearls and jewels drink bhang, as they consider 
the drink Lelps them in their examination of these 
articles. 


25. With the advance of the natives of India 
in English education and ways of thought, and 
the influence of contact with Europeans, there has 
been generated amongst natives of the educated 
and lower classa taste for spirituous drinks. ‘The 
inconveniences and trouble in preparing bhang, 
as contrasted with the ease with which liquor may 
be obtained and drunk, has stimulated the wide 
use of the latter, and decreased the consumption 
of bhang. I think the evil effects of spirit drink- 
ing are beginning to be felt, and that in the distant 
future bhaug may be more extensively used than 
itis now. ‘To vegetarians spirituous stimulants 
are altowether unsuitable. 

27, In the Bombay presidency the jewellers 
and dealers in precious stones and pearls, who are 
mostly shrawak banias, and originally from Snrat, 
are habitual moderate consumers of bhang. Babus 
trom Bengal and scholars and religious preachers, 
mostly high-caste Brahmins, are also habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang. Habitual exces- 
sive consumers of bhang will be found among 
the Brahmins, who perform religious rites in the 
temples and houses of the people. Occasional 
moderate bhang drinking is indulged in by men 
of all classes, high aud low, rich and poor, with- 
out exception, 


28. A moderate allowance of bhang is one- 
quarter tola, costing a quarter of an annua. This 
will serve for twice. An allowance of one tola of 
bhang or thereabout, costing about half an anna, 
is reckoned excessive. 


29. In the ordinary preparation, which is 


generally used by habitual drinkers, black pepper | 


and sugar are mixed, and the drink is made by 
mixing well rubbed bhang powder in water, 


When bhang is prepared by rich persons, and 
also when it is prepared on special occasions, sugar 
and pepper are invariably added, with almonds, 
pistachio nuts, chirongia-sopila, cinnamon, carda- 
moms, mace, nutmeg, saffron, musk, and conserve 
of roses. The ingredients added will depend on 
the means of the drinker and the occasion for 
which the drink is prepared. Dhatura, which isa 
strong narcotic, is not ordinarily mixed with 
bhang. 


30. The habitual consumer of bhang and ganja 
uses these drugs when in company and also when 
lone. As regards bhang, it is generally drunk 
in the company of friends, and its use is not re- 
stricted to any sex or age, Women and children 


_ sumption of the drug they use. 


are allowed to use bhang according to their suit- 
abilities. Ganja is not used by women and child- 
ren, Bhang is not very commonly used by child- 
ren; but it may be given to them asa medicine 
in proper doses to their great benefit. 


81. The habit is not easily formed; but much 
depends on the temperament of the man and his 
associates, The habit is not difficult to break off, 
except when of long standing. The moderate 
bhang and ganja consumer generally increases his 
allowance of the drug in time. It is always pos- 
sible for the bhang-drinker to check the habit at 
any time, unless it has taken very deep root. 


32. Bhang is used on Sbivaratri, a day consecrate 
ed to the god Shiva, who is reported to be fond 
of bhang. It is also used on occasions when 
offerings are made to Baldeo, ejder brothar of the 
god Krishra, who, it is said, has an excessive 
partiality for the drug. ‘The devotees of Baldeo 
divide the offermgs made to the god among them- 
selves with great reverence, piety, and pleasure. 
Though the use of bbang in this manner cannot 
be said to be essential, as there are no strict 
scriptural injunctions for the same, yet, as these 
customs have acquired a time-honoured reference 
and religious belief, it would be most difficult to 
persuade men to the belief that the use is quite 
optional. In India, when foreign invasions by 
men of alien religions have resulted in the de- 
struction of many of the Hindu sacred works, cus- 
tom, strengthened by religious precept, has ob- 
tained such a strong hold on the minds of the 
people, that even the positive commands of the 
religious books are sometimes waived in favour of 
custom. I therefore think the use of bhang on 
such occasions is essential. Its use in this way 
is generally temperate, and not likely to lead to a 
habit with the consumer, and is never injurious to 
him. Offerings of bbang are made to the god 
Shiva, with a belief that it brings blessings to the 
offerer, and sometimes cures him of bodily diseases 
that he may be suffering from. 


In connection with ganja, such religious observ- 
ances as have been mentioned are not known to 
me, Its use, however, is thought to be essential 
to bairagis, to keep them from worldly thoughts, 
and to assist them in their contemplation of God, 


33. Generally the consumption of bhang in mo- 
deration has no stigma attached to it, nor is the 
bhang drinker held in bigh respect. Its use is 
neither socially nor religiously prohibited in moder- 
ation, and public opinion is not averse to the prac- 
tice in this way. The use of ganja is held in dis- 
repute. ‘The cause of this sentiment is that, ge- 
nerally, no great reliance can be placed on the 
man who makes himeelf senseless, and consequent- 
ly forgets promises that he has made. So far as I 
know, the hemp plaut is worshipped nowbeze. 


84. It would certainly be a very serious priva- 
tion to all classes of consumers to forego the con- 
In India bhang 
is essentially necessary, both socially and medi- 
cally. People have, to their great advantage, used 
the drug till now, avd a certain religious venera- 
tion on account of its being offered to the deities 
has caused them to regard it as a necessity which 
they can ill afford to forego. To merchants and 
jewellers, who are moderate consumers of the best 
sort of bhang, it would bring great mental trouble 
and vexation to torego the use of the drug which 
they have used for many generations, and which 
would prevent them from doing their business 
with ease and confidence. As bhavg quickens the 
imagination somewhat, religious preachers, who 
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use bhang, would not be able to preach as well 
without it. Scholars and writers, who are in the 
habit of taking bhang before they set themselves 
to their work, would find themselves in grave 
difficulties without it. thang, when moderately 
indulged in, increases vigour and assists contem- 
plation. 


The use of spirituous drinks is not wholesome’ 


with the simple vegetable native diet. Only 
vegetable stimulants are best suited to our climate 
and diet. It would certainly be a serious afiliction 
to the poor native to debarhim from his native, 
uncostly, beneficial vegetable stimulant, which in 
some cases is a necessity to him. 


The continuous use of ganja by bairagis for 
several centuries has caused them to regard it 
as almost a necessity of their lives. At first it 
would be very hard for them t» forego consump- 
tion, and they would regard it as a religious 
encroachment, not because they could not easily 
break off the habit, but because, without ganja, 
they would find it difficult to obtain a substitute to 
assist them in forgetting worldly pleasures and 
desires, 


35. I do not think it would be possible to pro- 
hibit the use of ganja and bhang. People would 
most certainly do their utmost to get the drugs 
by any means. Illicit possession is not very im- 
possible, seeing that the plant is home-grown, 
and might easily be cultivated in enclosures 
about houses. If stringent measures of probi- 
bition were adopted, there would be great discon- 
tent,as users of the drugs cannot well do without 
them. Prohibition could not be easily enforced, 
and, if enforced, those who are in the habit of 
using these stimulants would certainly try to 
obtain a substitute for them, and the consequence 
would be a resort to alecholic stimulants, which 
are within easy reach of the people on account of 
the number of liquor shops in localities, towns, 
and villages. ‘The using of liquor is socially and 
religiously prchibited, and it would at first be 
stealthily consumed; but sometin.es exposure 
would follow, which wovld cause much dissatis- 
faction. 


36. Natives with imperfect English education 
have begun to discard old beneficial usages, and, 
in imitation of the worst habits of Europeans, 
pride themselves in mistaken advanced views by 
using liquor, looking with disdain on the some. 
what crude vegetable preparation of bbang. 
Many have been the premature decays of life and 
intellect on this account. 


39. The smoking of a preparation of the hemp 
plant is not a less injurious form of consumption. 
Bhang is seldom or never known to be druek in 
moderation with injurious effects. An overdose 
vf bhang will simply cause a man to lie down, to 
experience a whirling sensation, to vomit, and to 
dream. A little acid actsas an antidote, or some- 
times a good dose of milk and ghi is an effectual 
cure. The individual is none the worse «fterwards 
for his indiscretion. Excessive ganja smoking is 
bad and injurious; it weakens the nerves, : 


40. The use of these drugs has been prescribed, 
on account of their medicinal qualities, by the 
schools of native doctors, Madanpal and Nighanta 
have stated the properties and uses of these drugs 
in their medical books, as follows :— Bitter in taste, 
destroys cough, helps digestion, checks diarrhcea, 
induces sleep, and increases appetite. Rajnighanta 
says that it increases sexual desires and brings 
pleasure in sexual intercourse. It gives vigour 
and strength, makes a man talkative, checks diar- 


————— aia 





rhoea, increases appetite, and helps digestion. Sodal 
says that it increases appetite, helps digestion, checks 
diarrhoea, induces sleep, and increases sexual 
desires ; it destroys cough, Bbhawmishra and Bhau- 
prakash agree with Madanpal. Sarangdhar re- 
commends bhang drink or powder in diarrhwa and 
to induce sleep. Besides the abovementioned autho. 
rities there are many others. 


41, The moderate use of bhang is beneficial as 
a digestive; it gives staying-power aud alleviates 
fatigue. It prevents disease, and is known to pre- 
vent fever. Brahmius and banias use bhang as a 
food accessory. People in the mufussal use it to 
prevent attacks of fever. 


43. Moderate consumers of bhang are not offen- 
sive to their neighbours, 


44, The immediate effect of the 
of bhang on the habitual consumer 
him and make him feel cheerful. He does not 
become intoxicated. His appetite is increased. 
The duration of the effect greatly depends on the 
constitution ; it may be said to last from four to 
five hours. ‘he habitual ganja smoker is rather 
mong if kept without his usual allowances of the 

rug. 


moderate use 
is to refresh 


45. No, as regards the moderate consumption 
of bhang. 


46. The excessive habitual use of bhang pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental, and moral. 
lt impairs the constitution and moral sense, in- 
duces laziness, and produces constipation. It pro- 
duces permanent insanity. The excessive babi- 
tual use of ganja is more injurious than in the 
ease of bhang. It produces also bronchitis 
and asthma. 


47, The habitual moderate use of hemp drugs 
does not appear to affect in any way the children 
of consumers so far as I know. 


48. I am not sure whether it does or does not. 


49 and 50. They are used as an aphrodisiac. 
I do not know if prostitutes use them for this 
purpose. If so used they would be injurious. 
Excessive use of these drugs as an aphrodisiac 
would cause impotence. 

55. I have heard of a few eases in which eri- 
minals have used these drugs to stupefy thei: 
victims to further their designs ; but I am not sure 
that there was not an admixture of other drugs 
in these cases. Stupefaction can be induced by 
an excess use of these drugs. 


56. The effects are not modified by the admix- 
tures used ordinarily. 


6%. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang need not be controlled at all. 
‘The moderate use of bhang is decidedly beneficial ; 
ani injurious consequences are only felt by those 
who are habitual excessive consumers, and after 
they have continued the habit to a very advanced 
age. 


65. In my opinion bhang is taxed unneces- 
sarily, Itisa mild stimulant, and a comparison 
of it with any other intoxicant cannot be made. 


67. Lhave said that the tax is unnecessary. 
I think it also unreasonable. In India, in the face 
of an ever-increasing and exacting land tax, every 
product of the land, whether it be an article of 
life or an article of luxury, has been taxed, to 
the great burden of the poor classes. When, 
after bearing a land tax, the article is subjected 
to a special tax, the consumer is taxed twice. In 
the case of bhang, although it is not a necessity, 
it is a harmless source of enjoyment and relief 
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which often serves the consumer in ill-health as 
a valuable medicine, or prevents him from getting 
ill. Bhang is chiefly used by poor people, and to 
them every pie has its value. The tax, though 
not felt by the rich, is a burden on the poor. 


68. In the city of Bombay there are licensed 
shops where bhang is prepared and consumed on 
the premises. The shop generally is in a small 
room on the road side, the furniture consisting of 
a mat, two or three lotas, and a stone slab on 
which the bhang leaves are made into a paste 
before the drink is prepared. The shopkeeper 
earns but sufficient for his maintenance. So far 
as I know, these shops are not known to have 
any ill name attached to them. The customers at 
these shops are not noisy or quarrelsome, and are 
seldom known to cause inconvenience to any one. 
These shops are not places resorted to by bad 
characters to concoct their plans; but this to some 
extent depends on the locality in which the shop 
is situated. 

69. Local public opinion ought to be consulted. 
It would be beneficial to the people. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 46.—I have seen instances in Kathi- 


awar of men becoming insane through exces- 
sive use of ganja. I know no cases of insanity 
caused by bhang. I have seen this madness 
among sadhus and bairagis. Respectable people 
do not use ganja, I have heard that sadhus mix 
dhatura with their ganja; but I bave not much 
experience of the use of ganja. Itis the seeds 
of dhatura which are generally used, but some- 
times the leaves and also the roots are used. 1 
cannot name any men, but I have seen many 
bairagis suffering from bronchitis and asthma, 
who were consumers of ganja. I cannot siy 
definitely that the diseases were caused by the 
use of ganja. 


Question 62.—The injurious effects here attri- 
buted to prolonged excessive use of bhang will 
also follow on similar use of ganja. Injurious 
effects can be seen even ina boy from one exces- 
sive dose of bhang, but these effects do not last 
long—vot more than 24 hours, The effects of con- 
tinuous use by the old are worse thau the effects 
of occasional excessive use by the young, The 
prevalence of insanity from the diugs among 
young men is contrary to my experience, but I 
have little experience of the excessive use of 
ganja. 
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Evidence of VizinALpAs Pransgtwanpass, Bhunksali Landlord and Trader, 


late Intoxicating Drugs Farmer, Bombay. 


1. My experience as intoxicating drugs farmer 
during a period of ten years, 

2. Bhang is known as bhang, subji and maya. 
Charas is known as charas. Ganja is known as 
ganja. The ganja consumed here is flat ganja; 
round ganja isunknown, Chur or broken ganja 
is known here as garda, 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plaut in 
the is!and of Bombay, Iam aware there is cul- 
tivation of the hemp plant in the districts of 
Ahmednagar and Satara for (a) and (/), and cul- 
tivation of the hemp plant in the districts of Surat 
and Broach for (c). 


14, I know that ganja and bhang are prepared 
in the Bombay presidency. Ganja is prepared in 
the Ahmeduagar and Satara districts, and bhang 
in the Surat aud Broach districts. 


18, Ganja, charas and bhang do deteriorate by 
keeping ; they would quite lose their narcotie pro- 
perties in time. 
for one year ; the second year it will lose some of 
its properties ; the third year it will lose more 
of its properties; and the fourth year it will 
be useless for sale. This statement holds good in 
the case of charas and bhang also, I attribute the 
main cause of deterioration to humidity and damp. 
T always used a storeeroom with only ove door 
und no windows. ‘The store-room was paved with 
stone, on the flooring I placed old gunny bags, and 
on the bags I stored the bales of ganja and bhang 
unopened, in the condition in which tkey were 
received from the districts. The bales were 
stacked one above the other. Charas I kept in 
the packages in the condition in which they were 
received, storing the packages on planks. When 
a package was opened, the contents were at once 
removed and placed ina tin-lined box. Rats are 
very partial to hemp seed, and they must be kept 
out of the store-room or they will destroy the 
ganja. 


19, Ganja and charas are only used in Bombay 


| for 





smoking. Garda, that is broken ganja 
mixed with ganja, is also smoked. Garda is 
chiefly used for driuking,and in small quantities 
it is eaten. Garda is given to buffaloes and cows 
to increase their appetites, so that they may eut 
refuse grass and hay, 

20. Ganja is smoked by Muhammadans and 
Hindus. Muhammadan labourers and fakirs 
smoke chiefly. Hindu sadbus smoke ganja large- 
ly, and other Hindus of different castes and call- 
ings smoke it more or less. The smoking of 
ganja by other than Muhammadans and Hindus 
is Very exceptional. 


Charas_is smoked by Muhammadans and 
Hindus, The quantity smoked in Bombay is 
small. Among the Mubammadans it is smoked 


' by Pathans and fakirs, chiefly by the former. 


Ganja with care will keep good — 





Among the Hindus it is smoked by bawas and 
sadhus. 


21, Flat ganja is used for smoking. A small 
quantity of garda mixed with flat vanja is also 
smoked. Round ganja is unknown bere. 


22. I obtained my supplies of charas from 
Amritsar and Lahore. I cannot say whether it 
was native or foreign charas, 


23, So far as I know, bhang is never used for 
smoking. 


24. Bhang is drunk by Muhammadans and 
Hindus. ‘he Muhammadans who drink bhang 
are of the lower orders. Bhang is chiefly drunk 
by Hindus of the Surti Bania, Fattebpuria 
Marwari and Pardeshi castes. Only a few 
Deceani and Konkani Hindus drink bbang. 
Bhang is not largely eaten. The same Hindus 
who drink bhang also eat it, Bhang is sometimes 
given to horses with other spices as a tonic. 


25. I believe the use of ganja and charas is 


slightly on the increase, and the use of bhang 
slightly decreasing, 
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28, As regards habitual moderate consumers— 
Pee diem, 


ee 
Quantity. Cost. 


One tola - One anna to one anna and six 
pies. 

. One anna and six pies to two 
annas. 


- Three pies. The cost would 
be increased if the drink 
was made with different 
spices. ‘Three pies would 
be the cost of the drink 
with black pepper, which is 
always used as an ingredi- 
ent. 


Ganja . 


Charas . One half tola 


Bhang . One tola 


Garda . One tola - Two pies. 


As regards habitual excessive consumers— 
Per pizew. 

Quantity, a 
Five tolas : Fiyo to seven 
annas. 

« Nine to twelve annas. 


ne, 
Cost, 
Ganja - and a half 


Charas . Three tolas 


Three to four 
tolas. 


Nine pies to one anna. The 
cost would be increased if 
the drink was made with 
different spices. Nine 
pies to one anna would be 
the cost of the drink with 
black pepper, which is 
always used as an ingredi- 
ent. 


Bhang . 


Three to four 


Six to eight pies. 
tolas. 


Garda . 


29, (a) With ganja, tobacco. With charas, 
tobacco. With bhang, mixed in water, black pepper, 
sugar and poppy seed. With garda, mixed in 
water, black pepper, sugar, and poppy seed. 

(6) With ganja, gurako, It may be mentioned 
here that occasionally a smoker in place of 
using the ordinary earthen chillam will seoop 
out and make a pipe of a piece of sugarcane and 
emoke from this implement, With charas, gurako, 
With bhang, mixed in milk, almonds, cardamoms, 
éuffrou, cucumber seed, melon seed, rose buds and 
sugareandy. With garda—garda is not used when 
a costly drink is prepared, 

Jhe poorer and habitual ecnsumers use the 
atticles mentioned under (a), and the well-to-do 
and occasional consumers the articles mentioned 
under (4). Dhatura is never used with these 
drugs in Bombay. Itis said that by mixing to- 
baceo or gurako with ganja and charas the 
smoke tastes better; it makes it stronger, and en- 
ables the smoker to expectorate any phlegm that 
may be in his throat or in his lungs. It is 
said that black pepper is always mixed with bhang 
to prevent pains in the stomach. The other in- 
gredients are used to make the drink pleasant to 
the taste, These remarks also apply to garda, 

I do not know of any preparation of bhang 
massala kept and sold for the purpose of bei.e 
mixed with any hemp drugs. The articles aliove 
mentioned are the otly ones known by me which 
are used in this way. : 


30. Ganja, charas and bhang are usually con- 
sumed in company with friends. It is unusual 
to consume these drugs in solitude. The con- 
sumption of these drugs is mainly confined to the 
male sex, and to persons aged from 20 to 40 years, 
Young people and old people are infrequent con- 
sumers of these drugs. It is most unusual for 
children to consume ary of these drugs. 


81. The habit of consuming these drugs is 


| 


| 


easily formed if the individual consoris with 
persons who use the drugs. There is some diffi- 
culty in breaking off the babit, though no bad 
effects physically follow if the habit is broken off. 
A man who desires to break off the habit can do 
s0 by not going into the company of persons 
using these drugs, and by occupying his mind and 
body. I know many instances in which persons 
have broken off the habit of using these drugs. 
There is a tendency in the case of these drugs for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 


32. Ido not know of any social or religious 
custom requiring an individual to consume any of 
these drugs. Bhang is daily offered to the god 
Dawooji at the temple at Bholeswar. I do not 
know whether this offering is essential to the 
worship of the god, The bhang, which is usually 
nicely made, is, after being offered to the god, 
consumed by the temple people and visitors, 
Bhang water is poured on Shiva linga on Mahi 
Shivaratra, and sometimes on other occasions also. 
I do not know whether the offering of bhany 
water is essentia] or not in the worship of Shiva. 
The custom of offering bhang to the god Dawooji 
might lead to the formation of the habit in an 
individual. It is customary among sadhus to 
smoke ganja, aud for religious Hindus to give 
bawas ganja. 

33. The consumption of these drugs is gener- 
ally regarded as a bad habit. I think there is a 
public opinion in regard to the consumption of 
these drugs, and that that opinion is that the 
practice is a bad one. I think the consumption of 
these drugs in all the forms in which they are used 
is in disrepute. 1 do not know of any custom of 
worshipping the hemp plant by any sects of the 
people. 

34. It would be a serious privation to cousum- 
ers of the drugs to forego consumption in the 
first. place; but after a time they would probably 
look on the deprivation as a blessing. In the 
case of sadhus it would be a serious privation to 
deprive them of these drugs, as they are the only 
comforts they enjoy in this world, 


35. In the island of Bombay I think it would 


be feasible for Government to practically prohi- 


bit. the use o£ these drugs; but I cannot form an 
opinion as regards places outside Bombay. If 
these drugs could be had, they would be consumed 
illicitly. Prchibition could ouly be enforced by 
prohibiting the cultivation of the hemp plant 
Prohibition would at first occasion serious discon- 
tent among consumers. In my opinion such dis. 
content would not amount to a political danger. 
I think that about half the number of consumers 
would tuke to alcoholic drinks and opium, and the 
other half would give up intoxicants. 

36. I think thatat the present time alcohol is 
toa small extent being substituted for these drugs. 
I attribute the causes to fashion and the labour 
necessary to prepave the hemp drug for consump- 
tion. These opinions are the results of my observ- 
ations, 

37. The only difference I know is that charas 
is very much strovger in intoxicating effects then 
ganja. 


38. The intoxicating effects of flat ganja are 
very much greater than that of garda on the 
consumers, 


39. The drinking of ganja or charas is more 
injurious than smoking these drugs, Ganja aud 
charas are very strong, and by drinking them a 
mau completely loses hiv senses for the time, 
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41, The moderate use of ganja and bhang pro- | charas produces noxious physical, mental and 
duces an appetite for food, but coustipates the | moral effects on the consumer to some degree. It 
bowels. This effect is produced both on the | impairs the constitution in time. It injures the 
moderate habitual and moderate occasional con- | digestion and causes loss of appetite in time, It 
sumer, causes asthma intime. The habitual moderate 

42. I consider the moderate use of these drugs | Use of bhang or garda does not produce ill-effects 
to be harmful, Ganja produces headache and like the smoking of ganja and charas. 
cough, and bhang pains in the stomach with con- 46, The habitual excessive use of all hemp 
stipation. drugs is bal and harmful. The excessive use pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental, and moral. 


sometimes offensive to their neighbours by being 51 and 52. No large proportions of bad charac. 
noisy and abusive. Bhang drinkers are not offen- | tersin Bombay are habitual moderate or habitual 


43. Moderate ganja and charas consumers are | 
sive to their neighbours. excessive consumers of hemp drugs. 
| 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 53. I do not know myself of any cases in which 
of ganja and charas on the habitual consumer is unpremeditated crimes violent or otherwise have 
refreshing ; they produce slight intoxication ; they been caused by the excessive indulgence in hemp 
create an appetite; and the effect lasts for about | drugs. I bave known of a few cases of quarrel- 
one hour. The immediate after-effects is a feel- | ling, where the persons abused and struck each 
ing of lassitude and dulness. The want of subse- other with their hands in the ganja-smoking 
quent gratification produces longing and uneasi- shops. I have never heard or known of: quarrels 
ness. As regurds bhang, no immediate effect | in the bhang shops. 
is produced, Intoxicating is produced after 54. I do not know of any cases in which crimi- 
about one hour; the drinker feels refreshed; | nals have made use of hemp drugs to fortify them- 
his appetite is sharpened, and the effect lasts | selves to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
about six hours. The after-effect is a slight | other crime. 
lassitude, The want of subsequent gratification 
does producea longing and uneasiness. The 
difference between bhang and garda is that the 
intoxicating effects of garda are greater than 
bhang. 


55. I do not know of any cases in which crimi- 
nals have stupefied their victims with hemp drugs 
with a view to further their design in the com- 
mission of acrime. I do not know if complete 
stupefaction can be induced by any hemp drug 


45, The habitual moderate use of ganja and | without admixture with some other drug, 





102. Hvidence of RamcouanpRa Krisuna Kotaavae, Brahmin, Inamdur, Taluka 
Wai, in Satara District. 


1, Having been an inhabitant of the district | at from Rs, 3 to Rs. 7 per acre including water 
and having bad various opportunities of coming | rate. 

across people who are addicted to this vice and 
also knowing some of the cultivators of the hemp 
plant, [am toa certain extent in a position to 
record my experience before the Hemp Commis- 
sion. 


Rotation,—The crop to be successful cannot be 
grown in successive years. It should follow a pre- 
vious year’s crop of ground-nut, sugareane, ture 
meric, chillies or garlic. It is found to suffer in 
quality when grown on land which in the previous 


2. Yes; the definitions above defined tally with | year bears bajan, jowarl, gram, wheat, or sweet 
the varieties known here. potatoes, 
38. None in the district I have been living in. Preparation of soil.—The land selected for the 


None to my knowledge. crop in this district is ploughed in the months of 


4, By the very names given in this pamphlet | February and March, a 12-ox plough being gene- 


of questions, rally employed. The clods are then broken up b 
Yes; they do alight plough. In the month of May the field is 


manured at the rate of 24 carts per acre of ordi- 











5. Dry climate, reddish black soil and ordinary | nary manure, the cost being about Rs, 12 per acre. 
rainfall are necessary to the growth of the wild | The system of penning sheep in the field is also 


hemp. resorted to. The Jand is then again lightly 
6. The growth of the wild hemp is somewhat ploughed in order that the manure may be well 
Seated | mixed with the land and any clods that remain 


are at the same time broken up. The land is then 
ready to receive the crop by the beginning of 
monsoon, 


7. Yes; there is cultivation of hemp plant for 
production of ganja only im the district I live 
ins Hemp plant is cultivated in abundance in : Ahead ahaa! : 
about ten villages in Khanapur taluka and in three Seed,—The cultivators of this district like to 
villages in Khatav taluka and in isolated villages | S¢t the seed from Ahmadnagar, as they say that 
of Satara and Valva talukas. Lengre, Devikhind, | CfoPS grown from that seed are less liable to blight 
Valat, Sangola and Bhad in Khanapur taluka are than crops grown from Satara seed. It is alao 
much famons for ganja. said that the local seed produces an unusually large 

proportion of male plants called bhangera. The 
presence of male plants is distinctly injurions, and 
large detection and immediate removal of such 
plants fortin an important element in raising a 
p Ki ae of sott.—Ganja is grown in well-irrigated successful crop. 
garden land and does not thrive in dry crop land. Price of seed.—The average price of Ahmad- 
ee ore aak oe ages nil the eee reddish nagar seed is one ser (Granite ri rupee, though 
ack description, Such soul is generally assessed ! it is sometimes twice as dear. The seed is spheri- 


8. There has been no large increase in the area 
under cultivation. In 1890-91 the area under 
cultivation amounted to about 4! acres of land. 


————}9.-¥es;-charas-is-u 
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eal and about the size of mug seed. 
from Abmadnagar traders. 


Method of sowing.—The seed is sown with the 
usual three-drilled implement, only one drill of 
which, however, is used 


Time of sowing.—Sowing is performed in the 
mouths of July and August. In light soil, the 
sowing is performed somewhat earlier than in 
rich black soil. 


Watering the crops,—When the rainfall has been 
timely and sufficient, only two waterings of the 
crop are required. In other cases the crop is 
watered three times at intervals of ten or twelve 
days, so arranged that the last watering takes 
place about fourteen days before harvesting. 


10. In this district they are not a special class 
who grow hemp plant. ‘They are mere ordinary 
cultivators or peasants. 

11. Yes; formerly it osed to be from the seeds 
of wild hemp plant; but of late the cultivators 
bring the seed from Ahmadnagar, 


It is bro ught 


18. No; it is not restricted to any special 
locality or province. Anybody can cultivate, but 
all that he has to do is to obtain permission from 
the local authorities. No special condition of 
climate, soil, etc., is necessary for the cultivation 
of hemp plant. 

14. Yes; the product of ganja is prepared and 
merely chur or round ganja is sometimes sold 
under the name of bhang, But real bhang known 
as putti is pot grown or prepared in this district. 
Ganja is prepared where it is cultivated. The 
average yield per acre is given as about 18 or 20 
country maunds or 520 Ib, 

15. The first process of preparing ganja is to 
cut off the tops of the plants with a bill hook and 
to throw them into receptacles placed ready, and 
to remove the leaves and small buds immediately 
below the top. ‘The whole crop thus collected is 
carried to a place prepared for the purpose, and 
arranged in heaps and exposed to sun to dry. It 
is then trodden under foot by men. When crusb- 
ed, it is turned over, and the underside is exposed 
to the sun and theu again trodden ; the process 
being repeated abont five times a day for four 
-davs. The next process is that of winnowing, 
which removes loose leaves and dust which are 
laid aside for use as manure. 
finally prepared for smoking. 

16. Yes, it is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the 
hemp plant sown with care. Simply charas is 
prepared from the wild hemp plant wherever 
grown, 

17. By ordinary cultivators. 

18. Yes; they do deteriorate by keeping. 
Ganja and bhang get stale and the rats spoil 
them. They do lose their effect in time. It 
keeps good for six months only with ordinary 
eare. The causes of deterioration are that the 
tops get stale and rotten. They lose their active 
principle as well as the rats spoil them. Nothing 
but due care must be taken to prevent deterior- 
ation, 


The ganja is thus | 


21. Flat ganjais preferred for smoking, but the 
poorer class use chur ganja for smoking. 
22, No charas is used in this district. 


23. Not to my knowledge the bhang is ever 
used for smoking. 


24, Almost all classes of people drink bhang. 
The greater proportion of the people is at Benares 
Ayodya, Mathura, and in many other places in 
Northern India. 

25. The vice of smoking ganja is on the in- 
crease as shown by the imports into my village, 
Want of coutrol, idleness, and the inducement 
are the chief causes of the increase, 


26, (a) Ten per cent. of the population. 
(4) Five per cent. of the population. 


27, Generally beggars who have given up the 
worldly cares and anxieties take to this vice and 
there are other people also from the middle class, 


28, (a) One tola of ganja and bhang respec- 
tively is necessary per diem. 

(0) Four tolas of ganja and bhang respectively 
are necessary per diem to habitual excessive 
consumers. 


29. Ordinary tobacco is mixed with ganja for 
smoking by the people. Dkatura is mixed when 
a man intends to make another insensible for 
robbing of him. The object of mixing tobacco is 
to make gavja more palatable and less strong. 
Bhang is generally mixed with aniseed and black 
pepper. The ingredients of bhang massala are— 
aniseed, black pepper, rose petals, poppy seeds, 
almonds, coriander, sugar, cardamiom, milk, ete. 

30. Respectable persons make at home and 
drink bhang; so they smoke ganja also, But 
there are shops where anybody can get ready- 
made massala bhang to drink. The poor generally 
reduce the number of ingredients in the massala 
to reduce the cost and drink it merely with water, 
black pepper and aniseed. There are shops, or 
say houses, where ganja is smoked and in company 
of other men of the same vice, These places are 
strictly private. 

These are generally used by males in adult life 
and not in old age—I mean bhang with massala, 
But ganja is smoked till death by people who are 
once given to it. It is not used by children except 
medically admixtured by hakims. 


31. No; the habit of consuming is not easily 
formed. Drinking bhang is not dilfeult to break 
off, but smoking ganja can never be broken off, 
There is some tendency to go to excess from 
moderate, but not like alcohol, where one soon 
runs to excess. 


82. Social customs,—If some friends meet ano- 
ther friends who are religious they make bhang 
with massala and drink, 

Religious customs—Bhang is generally pre- 
pared on one particular day called Maha Shivaratri, 
by Shaivas, and it is drunk because the god Shiva 
used to drink; and on the same day the so-pre- 
pared bhang is religiously sprinkled upon the idol 
of god Shiva. In the custom it is considered 
essential on this particular day only. It is gen- 
erally temperate, It is not likely to lead to habit. 





; esmoking,—and 
ganja is used for smoking as well as for medicine. 
Charas is not much used here, not beiog easily 
available. 

20. Some high caste Hindu Brahmins, kunbis, 
Muhammadans and bairagis generally smoke 
ganja. Nearly 5 per cent. is the proportion of 
the people who smoke gavja. 


vol. vii. 


This all is about bhang, but ganja bas neither 
religious nor social custom. It is merely vice 
that it is considered. 

33, The consumption of bhang with massala is 
not regarded in any way as vice. There is no 
social or religious public opinion about drinking 
bhang, but on the contrary the religious opinion 
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in the cities of Benares, Ayodya and Mathura is countries, but tle use is not so well marked. 


in its favour. There is bad social public opinion 
about ganja-smokers, and they are looked down 
upon by society. It is equally so by religions. 
Ganja-smoking is generally in disrepute, and it 
is because those people who smoke ganja get 
violent and often lose their heads and generally 
given up to one thing. Bhang or hemp plant is 
worshipped by one sect only, and it is people from 
Northern India and Nepal. 


34, Yes; ganja smokers, if prohibited, lose 
their flesh, get emaciated and often get mad, 
They cannot do anything, work, mental or physical. 
They can never do without ganja smoke. But if 
bhang-consumers are prohibited, it will not much 
affect their constitution ; though for some time 
the want will be felt by them. But after a time 
they never feel for the prohibition. They get 
used. But it is not so with gavja. About 5 per 
cent. of the male population and 1% per cent, of 
the female population smoke ganja. 


35. Yes; it will be practicable to stop the use 
of any of these drugs, but it is not possible to 
consume the drug vot illicitly, The prohibition 
can be enforced by making rules strict and getting 
the monopoly of the drag even from the Native 
States, just like alcohol and opium. It would 
cause discontent amongst the consumers, but it 
will not lead to any political danger. ‘The pro- 
hibition would lead naturally to other stimulant 
drugs and to aleohol, but the alcohol would be 
expensive, and thus people would find difficult to 
use it, and so they will find out a cheaper drug, 
such as aconite, dhatura, arsenic, nax vomica seed, 
ete, 


36. No; there is no reason for thinking that 
aleohol is now being substituted for any of these 
drugs ; not only this, but it is said that a man 
accustomed to ganja smoke necessarily requires it 
though he takes aleohol. 


37. The effects of charas smoking are different 
than those of ganja smoking, Charas is a strong« 
er drug to smoke than ganja. It is in its 
effect very obnoxious to system, more so than 
ganja. 

38. Flat ganja is generally used for smoking 
purposes. Round and chur ganja is used as bhang 
for drinking purposes. 


i 


Pure bhang is not pro- | 


duced in this district. Chur is merely the mixture ' 


of the two varieties and is not, as such, pure. 
is less strong than the latter varieties, 


It 


39. No; the smoking of ganja or charas is not 
less injurious than drinking bhaug. Drinking 
bhang has not that nasty and injurious effect on 
the constitution as smoking ganja or charas. 
Smoking ganja or charas produces constant con- 
gestive irritation of the throat, This later on 
leads to affection of the lung. Drinking bhang 
does not do it. 


40. Yes; the use of bhang is prescribed by 
Indian hakims and even by English practitioners 
tor medical purposes in many diseases; aud the 
use of ganja is made for cattle-diseases, and parti- 
cularly for horses in massala as a tonic. 


41. The moderate use of bhang, when drunk 


along with massala, is beneficial to one’s coustitu- 


tion, but ganja or charas, when smoked, is never 
conducive to health in any way. 


(a) It is not as food accessory, but it is used to 
give tone to digestive system. 


(2) It does alleviate fatigue. 
(c) It is used asa febrifuge in some malarial 


It is the lower classes who use the drug for the 
above purposes, The proportion is very small. 
Yes; it is the moderate habitual use only tbat 
I allude to. 


42. Yes; the moderate use of bhang drunk along 
with massala is beneticial to the system. It does no 
harm, but on the contrary tones the digestive sys- 
tem and rest as a mild stimulant in general. 


43, Yes; they are inoffensive to their neigh- 
bours ; they never get violent or troublesome. 


44. The moderate use has 
effects :—- 


(a) It acts as a stimulant. 
(2) Exhilavates the spirit. 
(c) Increases the appetite. 


the following 


Yes ; it is refreshing, It does not produce in- 
toxicatiou like that of aleohol. It does not allay 
hunger; on the contrary, increases hunger. The 
effects last from four to six hours, After-effects of 
moderate use are in fact none so to say. No; the 
want of subsequent gratification does not produce 
any longing or uneasiness, even in pretty larger 
doses, 

45. No; the mbdderate use does not produce 
any noxious effects-—physical, mental or moral. 
Lt does not impair the constitution in any way. 
No ; it does not injure the digestion or cause loss 
of appetite. It does cause bronchitis, which may 
lead to asthma, and those who indulge too much 
in ganja smoke, and eat nothing for days, under 
the effect do get dysentery. Bhang does not pro- 
duce any such effect. No; it does not impair the 
moral sense or induce laziness or habits of debau- 
chery. No; itdoes not deaden the intellect or 
produce insanity. 

46, The excessive indulgence in ganja smoke 
produces insanity. The insanity is of temporary 
charaster, It disappears if the smoking is put a 
stop to. ‘here are typical symptoms such as 
monomania. Yes; the insanes do confess the use 
of the drug. Excessive drink of bhang even pro- 
duces the above effects, 


47. No; it does not appear to be hereditary 
habit ; it does not affect the children in any way. 


48. The habitual excessive use of ganja smoke 
does produce insauity in persons who smoke it, 
and at the same time their children are wanting in 
all the functions of the brain, and they are irrit- 
able and silly. 


49, Yes; it is used as an aphrodisiac by males. 
Prostitutes do not use the drug for that purpose. 
The use for this purpose is more injurious thar 
mere narcotic. When used as aphrodisiac for long 
time it produces impotence, 


50. The excessive use of these drugs is not 
practised as an aphrodisiac. Excessive smoking 


of ganja or charas does produce impotence in the 
leng run. 


51, No; the habitual moderate consumers are 
not bad characters. Moderate consumers have no 
relation in general nor with any specific crime. 


52. Excessive use of the ganja smoke makes 
the -moker violect, but he returns to perfect 
senses, and would not be tempted to ecmmit a 
great crime. He would only harass his own peo- 
ple whom he thinks would not do him any harm 
or who are under his control. He fears the law 
even then, 


53, No; excessive indulgence in any of these 
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drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise. No case have I come across 
in which it has led to homicidal frenzy, 


54, No; the criminals do not use the drug to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or other crime as those who indulge 
in aleohol do. 


55. No; the criminals do not use the drug to 
stupefy their victims, It does not produce com- 
plete stupefaction without admixture, 


56. The effects of hemp used in moderation are 
modified by the massala, It renders the drug 
palatable and mild, and after-effects are not so 
bad as if the drug was used by itself. So with 
ganja when tobacco mixed before smoking modifies 
the action of the drug. It is never mixed with 
dhatura for personal consumption, but it is used 
to induce stupefaction of victims by criminals, 


57. Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk 
jn this district, They are only smoked. 


58 The present system of Excise Administra- 
tion in respect of hemp drugs is not satisfactory, 
It is capable of improvement. 

59. ‘Tbe only chance of improving the present 
system is to make rigid rules like country liquor 
andopium. Monopoly must be made and the rates 
of the sale must be fixed by Government and not 
by the contractor, who has the option of increas- 
ing the rates as he chooses. Government store- 
houses should be built, where it should be allowed 
to be stored up by the planter, and a strict watch 
kept on this will prevent the illicit sale of the 
drug. 

60, The cultivation js not under sufficient con- 
trol. Many people plant the tree for private con- 
sumption, and the cultivation of the plant is not 
forbidden, nor excess assessment is levied on the 
plantation. Licenses should be issued for such 
cultivation, and not mere permission granted as 
is now done, 


61. Charas is not produced in this district, and 
nothing can be said to it. 


62, The real bhang is not produced and culti- 
vated in this district, but round ganja or chur 
is used and sold as bhang, which is more injurious 
than real bhang. It may be controlled as stated 
in answer to the question No. 60. 


63. The present system of wholesale or retail 
vend of ganja and other bemp drugs is not satis- 
factory. Planters of those drugs bave only to 
ask for permission from local authorities to plant 
the hemp tree, and before eutting down they have 
to obtain permission also ; but there is no special 
duty for the cultivation _of hemp. The hemp 
plant after it is cut down is stored up for drying ; 
when it is ripe for market, it is sold to the con- 
tractor of the district, or anybody else, who is 
licensed to purchase at the rate the owner chooses, 
There is no control over the preparation. There 
is every chance of smugglivg. The planter stores 
up the whole in his house and can keep away some 
out of the prcducts, 
market runs higher, 
must be fixed by Government. 


64. Export and import of these drugs from 
and into this province must be governed by more 
strict rules than now existing. ‘There is so much 
of illicit sale now going on, and that can only be 
stopped by making uniform rates ; and taxatiou 
should be made upon the quantity sold and not as 
now given to the contractor for particular fixed 
sum, 

vol, vii. 


A great many bairagis and fakirs visit Wai 


and sell the same where the | 
illicitly. The rate of sale | 


| became permanently insane. 


65. Bhang should be a little more taxed than 
ganja, and charas still more than either ganja or 
bhang. ‘The taxation on alcohol may proportion- 
ately be increased ; otherwise there will be more 
consumption of aleohol, and many consumers of 
ganja, bhang and charas would go in for aleohol. 


69. The wishes of the people are never consulted 
or considered in any way before opening a shop. 
There is no necessity of local public opinion in 
opening such shops. 


70. Yes ; there are some grounds to think that 
there is smuggling going on. People in Native 
States grow the plants and sell the same to the 
shopkeepers privately from the British parts. 
There is no taxation or rules for growing the plant 
in Native States, In my opinion Government 
must take the whole and sole right over these nar- 
cotic drugs, even from the Native States. This 
will make the matter safer. The rate should be 
made uniform and thereby illicit sale will be put a 
stop to, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—The written answers I 
given are based upon my own knowledge. 


have 


Question 80.—There are no shops licensed for 
consumption on the premises in the district of 
Satara. The places where people meet to smoke, 
drink or gamble are called “akhadas,” and the 
word bas 1 somewhat disreputable meaning, If 
places were licensed for smoking and drinking of 
hemp drugs, they would not be frequented, and, 
if they were frequented, it would be worse than 
the present state of things for the morals of the 
people, because consumers would cease to feel 
shame, and the use of the drags would be 
increased, There are no shops in my district 
where ready-made massala can be bought, I 
mentioned them because I had seen them in 
Benares. 


Question 85.--The drugs I have named at 
the end of my answer are some intoxicating and 
some not. Nux vomica is intoxicating. I have 
seen a man who began to take one seed, and 
increased his dose to three seeds a day, and 
finally died. Ido not know that aconite and 
arsenic are intoxicating. Other drugs tbat 
might be taken are opium and jaipal (croton ?). 
‘The effect of the latter is strongly purgative. I 
have known men to use these drugs as stimulants. 
Iam only well acquainted with the use of nux 
vomica for the purpose, The seeds are soaked in 
cow’s urine for seven days ; then they are put seven 
days into cow-dung, after an interval of seven 
days during which they were drying, The seeds 
are then boiled in milk and dried seven times. 
The beginner takes one quarter of a seed, and I 
have known a mai increase his dose to three seeds. 


where I live. Dhatura is used by them, but not 
commonly. Itis smoked with ganja. I never 
knew of the root or leaves of dhatura being used, 
I don’t know why tbe process of treating nux 
vomica seeds I have described is adopted, but [ 
suppose it is to make them less strong. 


Question 46.—I have personally known two 
instances of temporary insanity caused by the 
hemp drugs, and one instance of aman who 
I know the parti- 
| eulars of these cases well, The men are perso- 
| nally known tome. Two of them 1 bave known for 
| thirteen years, and one of them is dead. One case 

of permanent and one of temporary insanity 

occurred six or seyen years ago, and one case of 
252 
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temporary insanity occurred three years ago. 
They were all resident in my village, he 
permanent case was that of the son of a Brah- 
min landholder. He was about eighteen years 
old, and went toa party of ganja smokers com- 
posed entirely of Brahmins, ‘They were well- 
to-do persons, not priests or mendicants. One 
of the party invited the boy. Though he fre- 
guented this company, the boy did not smoke for 
a whole week. He gradually acquired the habit, 
and, after indulging and increasing the habit for 
three years, he went mad. He has property, 
but wanders about, careless of everything. He 
still smokes in that company, 1 say he is mad 
because he neglects his property and his ablutions, 
He is sometimes coherent and sometimes inco- 
herent. It is possible the boy was originally 
invited to join the company’because he bad 
means. His property has suffered since he 
joined the party. It has been mortgaged. The 
company get nothing from him but gauja. The 
company was composed of men from twenty-five 
to thirty-five years of age, ‘They were none of 
them drinkers of liquor. They were not of loose 
or vicious habits. The company was composed 
of some filteen wen, The village contains about 
filteen hundred inhabitants. The young man in 
question was very strong and healthy before he 
began smoking ganja. I knew his father, who 
was a man of good physique. His relations are 
strong men. None have gone insane. I don’t 
remember the grand-parents. It is a family of 
good standing, and 1 know of no mad men in it, 
I can say that the company did not indulge in 
anything but ganja. Some of the company 
were well known to me. 1 never sat with them 
whea they smoked. ‘Ihe drugs { have mentioned 
in answer 35 could have been procured by them. 
Lhey smoked daily. There is a ganja shop in 
my village, The company used to smoke 
together in a temple or in one another’s houses. 
They are all fairly well-to-do and of respectable 
families ; but they are allrezarded as disreputable. 
The houses were used by the young men for 
their meetings without the knowledge of their 
parents. These meetings were therefore,as far 
as possible, secret. ‘Their families and their 
caste-fellows regarded their smoking with great 
disapprobution, J am personally acquainted with 
half of the company of smokers. ‘hey smoke 
in secret, and therefore their relations with their 
elders are not honest in that they involve con- 
cealment. They are uone of them related to me. 
1! know their habits, because I watched their 
actions. ‘They have spoken to me about ganja, 
and therefore it is unlikely they have concealed 
other habits from me. The boy’s father must 
have been dead when he first joimed the company 
of smokers, He wasa friend of my father. I 
am forty-two years of age. I have lived in my 
village for thirteen years, and 1 never saw the 
father during that time. I was away from my 
village ten years before that. The boy used to 
attend the village school. His uncle was in 
charge of him. His property has nearly all been 
mortgaged. About one-fourth bas been mort- 
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gaged by his uncle or his elder brother, The 
uncle and brother were not ganja smokers. It 
must bave been the boy’s want of money that 
made them mortgage the property. The boy 
actually stole mouey from them. The boy was 
not a hquor drinker or frequenter of prostitutes. 
The answer I bave given under 49 is what I have 
been told. It is said that the sons of well-to-do 
people begin by taking the drug for this purpose, 
and the use of it grows upon them until bad 
results eventually ensue. In the case under 
notice, the boy did not, as far I know, take the 
drug for this purpose. I did not know this 
young man better than the other members of the 
company. The bad repute of the company pre- 
vented my becoming intimate with them, A man 
would not necessarily confess all his habits, such 
as the frequenting of prostitutes, because he 
confessed the use of ganja. I possess little 
medical knowledge. ‘The scientific language 
used in my answer 46 is borrowed from a doctor 
to whom I related my experiences. I don’t 
know physic enough to state how insanity is 
caused or what its symptoms are. None of the 
company of smokers but the boy went mad. 
The other members of the company did not go 
to excess like the boy did. The madness came 
upon the boy gradually, and showed itself first by 
occasional neglect of his meals, until finally he 
became altogether careless of his food and every- 
thing else. One of the temporary cases went into 
the lunatic asylum. In that case bhavg had been 
used to excess, 


Question 4S.—The want of intelligence I have 
mentioned has been noticed by myself in some 
five or six families. On my describing this to the 
doctor, he supplied the explanation that the 
children were wanting in all the functions of the 
brain. There are other silly children in the 
village. I cannot say if the silly children of the 
ganja smokers are more or less numerous than 
the other silly children. 


Question 59.—The recommendations I have 
made in this answer are, 1 think, necessary to 
control tbe use of the drug, The maximum of 
lawful possession is, 1am told, five tolas, and I 
think that is a proper amount. Taxation should 
be increased in order that price should be raised 
and consumption discouraged. The hemp drugs 
are taxed much lighter than alcohol. People 
will go to cheaper drugs before they goto alcohol, 
Alccho] should always be kept at a higher price 
thanthe hemp drugs. We have a religious objec- 
tion to liquor, and therefore regard it as a worse 
habit than that of ganja. Excess in alcohol causes 
death more frequently than ganjadoes. I don’t 
advocate total probhibitien, because there is a 
natural desire for stimulant, and people will have 
it in some form or other, 


Question 69.—1 should be in favour of stop- 
ping thesale of the hemp drugs in my village ; 
but if Government directs its efforts to reducing 
consumption gradually, I should be satisfied to 
leave the matter in its hands, 





108, Evidence of Ruv. D. O. Fox, Minister, Methodist Fpiscop.l Church, 
Poona. 


In answer to your question as te the effects of 
the use of ganja, permit me to state a case that 
has come under my own observation. In 1691, 
while preaching to the people a man came to me 


! about his conduct. 


much interested about the story of the Gospel, 
We encoursged him and taught him the Christian 
truths. 1 noticed from time to time a strangeness 
After his Laptism I saw him 


often. I noticed more and more that there was 
something wrong about his physical condition 
thataffected bis mind. At times he was exceed- 
ingly restive. His eyeshad a strange brightness 
and spittle ran from his mouth, I advised him 
to visit the hospital. I went with him in order 
to know about his case. Dr. McConaghy, the 
Civil Surgeon, examined him but could not deter- 
mine what his trouble was) He gave him some 
medicine aud asked me to bring him the next day. 
The next morning he again examined him and 
was still uncertain as to his difficulty. He gaye 
the maa medicine and requested him to come 
again the next day. That day I heard that the 
man used ganja. When we met the doctor the 
next day, I told him that the man smoked ganja, 
He replied with emphasis—“ That is what ails 
him. I had not thought of that”’ I said— 
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“The man promises to give up the habit entirely.” 
The doctor said, “Unless you keep him under 
your eye constantly he will never stop, and in 
time he will laadin the lunatic asylum.” Over a 
year and a halt has passed since this occurred. The 
man has continued to use the drug. He is often 
violent, has quarrels and fights with his neigh- 
bours. He is cousidgred a nuisance in the commu- 
nity. Since I first knew him he has steadily 
failed both physically and mentally. He seems 
to be fulfilling Dr, McConaghy’s prophecy. 
About eizht moaths ago he yvave up his employ- 
ment iu the Municipality where he had worked 
for many years, He now is without employ- 
ment. He is unfit for work of any kind. 


From all that I have seenjof the effects of ganja, 
1 am satislied thatit is injuriousto both the body 
and the mind of the user, 





104. Hvidence of Desatpaat Kaunas, Brahmin (Khedaval), Government 
Pleader and Public Prosecutor, Kaira. 


1. Being a constant visitor at Dakore for the 
Darshaua (worsbip) of Sri Ranchhodraiji Maha- 
raj since the last thirty years, aud being in charge 
of an Annakshetra there for the sick and helpless 
sadhus, bairagia, etc., and forall sorts of helpless 
people in their sickness for the last nineteen years, 
I had some opportunities of knowing the habits of 
sadhus, bairagis, religious mendicants, ete. ; and 
after the receipt of the following questions in the 
last month I personally went to Dakore—a place 
where thousands of such pilgrims are ever to be 
found, to collect and verify the information given 
below. It consequently mainly refers to sadhus, 
etc., and other sorts of peopJe who lead an ascetic 
life: wherever possible, information as to the 


habits of common people is also ziveu. Chapters 
V and Vi are the only ones deait with. 
19. Charas is used only for smoking. Ganja is 


used fur smoking as wel] as for being chewed and 
eaten after washing it in water. Ganja when 
chewed and eaten is stronger in effect than when 
smoked. Consequently, when fire is not procur- 
able, or when more intoxication is desired, ganja 
is chewed. ‘There are very few people who use 
ganja like this, The generality uses it in smok- 
ing; ganja, instead of being smoked alone, is also 
smoked with layers of tobacco above and below. 
Charas is hardly obtainable in Gujarat ; conse- 
quently it would uot he far from truth to say that 
there are none in Uujarat addicted to charas smok- 
ing. 

20, Those whosmoke ganja are to be found in 
great numbers at centres of pilgrimages ; and most 
of them are sadhus and bairagis and such other 
religious mendicants, who having left the world 
devote their life in pilgrimages and worship and 
meditation of God. Besides these, those who lead 
a yagabondith life and maintain themselves on che 
alms they get from Sadavrats are greatly addicted 
to ganja smoking. ‘Ihe three higher classes, 
Brahmans, Kshatriyas, and Vaishyas, look down 
upon these practices; aul those who use ganja or 
charas ure hated by the public. Arcong the agri- 
cuitural classes of Gujarat there are not many 
who are given to ganjasmoking. ‘hey form ouly 
a small namber, 


In Dakore almost all the sadbus, bairagis, jan- 
gams, vagdas, dwarkawashis, teets, nanakshais, 
eie,, smoke ganja, and consequently a considerable 
portion of the male population of Dakore 1s also 
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addicted to the same habit by the company and | 


example of the above people, and in the secrecy 
of tkeir resorts. 

In Gujarat this habit is not to be seen far and 
wide. What little ot it exists is to be found at 
the centrzs of pilgrimages, such as Dakore, Sidha- 
pur, Chandod, Kadi, ete., and in towns and vil- 
lages where there are places aud akhadas of 
sadhus and bairagis, ete. ; and it is from them 
that the habit radiates. The people of those vil- 
lages and towns where here are more of such 
places, or where many such sadhus, ete,, come and 
go, are greatly affected by this habit, and in pro- 
portion to their number they impart their con. 
tazion to the surroundiag villages also, 


This habit is the result of company. But the 
use of ganja is on the decrease in Gujarat owing 
to the spread of education, and the slow, but 
steady, growth of a healthy public opinion. 


Native-made tobacco cigarettes are greatly in 
demand now-a-days, and that is the fashion of the 
time among the common people. Among the 
latter aleobol is also to some extent substituted 
among the lower grades of society. 


N.B.—In answering the questions wherever 
“ sadhus, ete.,”” or “ saiihus, bairagis, etc.,” or simi- 
lar words are used, the following are meant to be 
insluded:—sadhus, bairagis, jangams, nagdas, 
dwarkawashis, ateets, nanakshai, and such other 
people who are generally designated by the people 
as sadhus, or bairagis or abdhoots. 


Sanyasis, those referred to and explained in 
answer to question 24, are not included in the 
above class, 


21. Three kinds of ganja are known in Gujarat 
as ascertained by me from the sadhns, ete, of 
Dakore—(1) gardo, (2) baluchar, and (3) lilavo. 
Balucbar is that in which the leaves are flattened 
and are with twigs. Lilavo is produced on the plant 
in the form of buds or flower tops. ‘Their merit 
for the purpose of intoxication is in the order in 
which they are stated, In Gujarat only the lilavo 
kind of ganja is sold, and that is whatis generally 
used in the province, Gardo acd buluchar are 
hardly obtainable in Gujarat; and none of them 
is producel in the province, Charas is also not 
produced in the province, Charas, gardo, and 
baluchwr are not drank like bhang alter being 
crushed and powdered. This would bring ou 
soreness and inflammation of the throat, Conse- 
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queutly it is the lilavo kind of ganja which is 
drunk like bhang. It is also eaten by chewing. 


22, Charas, gardo, and baluchar are produced 
in Kashmir and Yarkand, They are used by 
people from that northern side of the country. 
Being considered capable of imparting great 
vigour and warmth to the kody, the greater the 
severity of the winter and cold of the country, 
the greater is their use. 


Charas, which is at the head of the intoxicants 
produced out of the hemp plant, is collected and 
prepared as follows:—When the hemp plant, 
grown on the land from which baluchar and gardo 
kind of ganja is produced, reaches the height of 
5 feet, it is customary for men to put on a 
leather robe and move about in the field, whereby 
the gum-like sticky juice on the flowers gets 


of them non-Brahmins, who having left the world 
for one reason or another (whether of poverty, 
disinclination to undergo the toils of earning a 
livelihood, or from purely religious motives) taku 
to this habit by the open practice of the class to 
which they belong. 


The rest are from all classes, but those who 
take tothis habit (of ganja-smoking in Gujarat) 
are generally leading a vagabondish life, who 
having no braivs for useful pursuits, and having 
plenty of money and bad company, are avowed 
spendthrifts, or, being penniless and without em- 
ployment, kill their time by this sort of indul- 
gence in company of their well-to-do friends or 
sadbus, ete. Such people coming in connection 
with brothels of vice, or being given to loafing 
habits, take to this as a pastime or to drown 








attached to the leather robe. This juice is re- 
moved by means of a knife from off the robe, and 





is rolled up in the form of small pencil-like pieces, 
As much as is wanted for smoking is detached and 
smoked. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as 
my source of information goes, 

24, As there is no objectionto the use of 
bhang, it is capable of being used, and is in fact 
used, by those that have a taste for it from all the 
four classes—Brabmins, Kshatryas, Vaishyas, and 
Sudras, Bhang is greatly used in drinking in 
Kashi (Benares), Kashmir, Nepal, Mathura, Ajo- 
dhya, Hardwar, and Prayag. In Gujarat, people in 
Surat, Broach, and Baroda, also use it for drinking 
in the summer scason as a cooling beverage. 

The sadhus, ete., do not as arvle use bhang as 
they use ganja. A great portion of the sanyasis, 
those belonging to the fourth state intended for a 
Hindu householder, drink bhane. In Chandod 


and Karnali these live in great numbers. 


24, Among the sadhus, bairagis, ete., the use of 
ganja ani charas and that of bhavg among the 
sanyasis is, so far as I am informed, the same. 
Ganja is most in favour with sadhus, ete. Among 
the common people in Gujarat the use of charas is 
not prevalent at all, and that of ganja is on the 
decrease—firstly, because public opinion is getting 
stronger against it owing to the influence and 
spread of education ; and, secondly, because liquor 
shops having been opened far and wide over the 
country and enticingly located have to a great 
exteut replaced the former use of ganja by the 
labouring and lower elasses, The use of bhang 
is also on the decrease, because the higher classes 
that took no objection to its use asa refreshing 
and amuild intoxicating drink bave begun to dis- 
like it, it being against temperate habits, and not 
iv consonance with the modern idea of refinement, 


26, Charas being hardly obtainable in Gujarat, 
there are almost none among the sadhus, ete., in the 
province who use it. Ganja is almost universally 
used by all of their class ; and all sadhus, ete., may 
be said to be habitual consumers, about 40 per 
cent, being excessive consumers, Bhang-drinking 
is not so much in existence among sadbus, 
bairagis, ete., as ganja-smoking. From the com- 
mon people in Gujarat there might be found 
about 4U0 persons who are habitual moderate 
consumers of bbangas adrink, On this side of 
Tndia there are hardly any who can be called habi- 
tual excessive consumers of it. As for occasional 
moderate consumers, their number is very large 
but varying, and mapy respectable people may 
be among the number, 


27. As said above, ganja smokers are most of 
them sadhus, bairagis, ateets, etc. They are most 
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their moral degradation. This class is daily de- 


creasing. 

Bhang drinkers belong to all the classes, high 
and iow, but the number is going down, Many 
addicted to it hegin by using it as a cooling bever- 
age in the hot season, and by constant use in com- 
In feasts and friendly 
or marriage dinner parties, it is customary to pre- 
pare a mild bhang drink for amusement and for 
being able to do full justice to the dinner ex- 
pected, 


Sanyasis use bhang both as a cooling drink and 
for the purpose of concentration in study and 
meditation. 


A great portion cf Shastris (Pandits) also drink 
Lhang as a help to the memory and conceuntra- 
tion. 


The zaveris (goldsmiths, those who deal in 
gold, and jewels, and pearls, etc.) always take 
bhang in order to be able to accurately value their 
articles of trade. 


29, Generally ganja is smoked alone by tbe 
sadhus, etc, Sometimes, however, tobacco is mix- 
ed with it, 

(0) The yakutiof ganja is prepared in the fol- 
lowing way :—Ganja is first washed in water and 
then dried; and it is then crushed into a fine 
powder, Honey and sugarcandy is then mixed 
with it; and then nutmegs, cardamom, leaves of 
Laurus cassia, musk, cloves, mace, TJ'homea tur- 
pethtum (a medicinal root for removing constipa- 
tion), long pepper, roots of piper are added on to 
the preparation as spices. This yakuti of ganja is 
used by wealthy peopleas a luxury for intoxicat- 
ing purposes, In Baroda a considerable amount of 
people are to be found who resort to this luxury. 
It is used by people who do not like to smoke 
ganja as being socially degrading. 


[ am not aware of any preparation called 
bhang massala sold inthe Gujarat markets for the 
purpose of being mixed with bhang or the other 
two products of the hemp plant; but with minor 
vaiiations, according to the practice of the various 
provinces, certain spices are added to bhang when 
it is prepared for drinking purposes. Black 
pepper corn, dried rose leaves, and poppy seeds are 
always added after being crushed; and sugar, 
except sometimes with habitual drinkers, is also 
always added. For making a rich driak of it, 
pistachio nuts and the seeds of the tree called 
Chirongia sapida are also added to the preparation 
after being crushed. But a preparation called 
majum, prepared out of bbang, is sold in the bazars 
of Gujarat town. It is prepared as follows: 


Bhang is washed with water and dried. It is 
then crushed into a fine powder and mixed with 


milk. The latter is then turned into curds, and 
this when ready is churned like ordinary curds 
to take out butter and make chi (clarified butter) 
out of it, Ten chasni (syrup) of sugar or sugar- 
candy is prepared, chasui being the Gujarati name 
for sagar boiled in preparation ‘for conserves or 
sweetmeats. The ghi prepared as above is then 
thrown into it, and along with it all the spices used 
in preparing the yxkuti of ganja as mentioned 
ubove are added, This when allowed to cool down 
and eut into square or irregular pieces is the 
majum of bhang. 


80, The use of all these three drugs is the 
result of company, and it always takes place in 
company. It is hardly practised in solitude, 
except in the case of sadhus and other people who 
are habitual excessive consumers; but in their 
case also now and then a company of smokers 
gathers together. In Gujarat I know of no 
females who use ganja or charas in any form. 
Charas being hardly in use here, it is only ganja 
whieh is also totally confined tothe malesex. It 
is above theaze of fifteen that among common 
people ganja smokers are to be found, Among 
sadhus, young mea below this age might be found 
smoking ganja. Female sadhus and _ bairayis 
sometimes smoke gauja. Bhang as a drink is 
sometimes given to children above seven when in 
company of their male rejations or friends. But 
that is rare and in very small quantity, Females 
sometimes take bhang as a drink during the hot 
season when offered by their male relations, but 
seldom of their own accord. The majum of bhang 
is sometimes used by uncared for or vagabond 
children above the aze of ten, and perhaps by 
females ; but that is very rare, Except the use of 
bhang before dinner parties and in the hot 
season, and by sanyasis, Zaveris, shastris, and a few 
habitual consumers, the use of the other two drugs 
cannot be said to be prevalent in Gujarat toa 
considerable extent, except among the sadhus, etc,, 
at centres of pilgrimages, and in their places and 
resorts wherever they be. 


31. The habit of using bhang as a drink is not 
difficult to be formed, The driak preparation 
being delicious is hiked, and may very soon grow 
into a habit. But the use of it for a day or two 
does not dispose a person to have it the next day. 
A long use of it does form the habit. Intoxicants 
when once formed into a habit are always 
difficult to break off, because when once habituated 
the person feels a sense of d2zpression without the 
particular intoxicant used by him. But the difli- 
culty does, indeed, differ in degree. Opium, for 
instanee, is very difficult to leave off. Charas 
might come next, then ganja, and then bhang, 
The latter, however, can be left off when the habit 
is moderate without any great sense of depression, 
With a little more effort ganja cau also be left 
off, 


Yes; all these drugs when once habitually 
used in a moderate degree develop the habit ; and 
when they are assimilated with the system, the 
person habituated must increase the dose in order 
to have the same amount of tntoxication. 


32. It is not customary in Gujarat to supply 
any of these drugs at the two important occasions 
of life, marriage and death, when friends and 
relatives assemble together, As said above, some- 
times in marriage feasts some friends meet to- 
gether and prepare the bhang drink ; but that is 
hardly supplied by the host, Being taken by a 
select company, it is never excessive, but always 
temperate, But these are not the occasions when 
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the use of bhang as a drink ever develops into a 
habit. 

On the great Hindu holiday of Shivaratri, 
the followers of Shiva consider it to be an act 
of great merit to prepare the bhang drink and 
pour it over the Shiv Ling (the idol of Shiva), 
and then it is considered allowable and meritorious 
to drink it, Bhang taken asa drink is never 
injurious to the health if it is moderately used. 
To habitual moderate or excessive consumers of it 
it causes flatulency, but it is considered to be 
strengthening the semen virile, 


33. Among the three higher classes—Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, and Vaishyas of Gujarat—the use of 
ganja (and much more so of charas) is always looked 
down upon, and never favourably considered. 
The person using it is looked upon as vagabond 
and a scamp, and it is cousidered as a serious blot 
on his reputation. The majority of all the three 
classes heartily hate the use of ganja. Conse- 
quently, when any one belonging to these three 
classes smokes or otherwise uses ganja, he has to 
do it in secret, and is ashamed of it in public. 
Such is the public opinion on this side against 
the use of ganja ; but if one openly smokes it, he 
does not thereby lose his caste, as in the case of 
liquor or wine drinking. 

Among the agricultural classes also ganja 
smoking is to be found toa small degree only. 
On this side, even among the Sudras, ganja 
smoking is so unfavourably looked upon that ove 
from that class also would consider it low breeding 
to use itin public. The use of ganja for smok- 
ing and other purposes is in disrepute in Gujarat, 
because it is, firstly, a stronger intoxicant than 
bhang, and all sorts of intoxicants are disallowed 
and luoked down upon by the higher and healthy 
public opinion of the province; and, secondly, 
because smoking of anything in any form is 
always in disrepute with the Hindus. Among 
the sadhus, bairagis, ete., ganja smoking is 
openly practised for the Leneticial effects which 
it produces, and which are congenial to the con- 
ditions of their order of life. 


So far as Lam aware of, the hemp plant is 
never worshipped by any class of people in 
Gujarat. 

The use of bhane as a drink is never unfavour- 
ably regarded by the public, except where the 
habit is excessive. Bhang is generally in favour 
with the general public. 


34. The use of bhang asa drink would not at 
all be difficult to leave off, it being a mild intoxi- 
cant. Onty to the habitual excessive consumer it 
would require some exertion and strength of mind 
to overcome the habit. Ganja and charas being 
stronger intoxicants would require proportionately 
still wreater exertion to leave off their use. But 
none of the three are, like opium, quite difficult 
to leave off, and none would involve serious priva- 
tion to forego their use so far as the consumer is 
not a sadhu, bairagi, etc. 


Almost all sadhus, bairagis, etc., use ganja 
for smoking purposes, and with them it would be 


“a serious thing to forego its use; because being 


poor and always travelling, and living in open air 
without any warm clothing or any clothing to 
allay the effects of heat and cold, the conditions 
of their habit of life necessitate its use, 


Bhang drinkers during the hot season form a 
considerable number, about 15 or 20 per cent., 
in Gujarit. In Northern India and at places 
such as Muthura, Benares, etc., its use is of course 
very great, Those who in Gujarat use it occa- 
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sionally on occasions of dinner parties and feasts 
are much fewer. Habitual drinkers of bbang all 
round the year cannot be more than 200 in the 
whole of Gujarat. If the number of zaveris 
(goldsmiths) and shastris who drink it, perhaps 
habitually, for brightening their perception and 
memory, be added, the whole number would stand 


at about 400 in the whole of Gujarat. 


Ganja smokers other than sadhus, etc., cannot 
be more thau 5 per cent, Charas is hardly to be 
had in Gujarat. Consequently, there is no appre- 
ciable number of men who smoke it. 


85, It would neither be feasible nor advisable 
to totally probibit the use of these drugs, because 
they are in that case sure to be consumed illicitly. 
And I am sure among the sadhus, bairagis, ete., 
the prohibition of ganja would occasion serious 
discontent, because besides being used as a pas- 
time, it is looked upon as a necessity by the cou- 
ditions of their order of life, and especially as 
curbing the carnal desires, 


I cannot exactly say whether total prohibition 
of ganja would or would not cause 
danger if it were extended to the whole of India, 
But I can say for Gujarat that the number of 
consumers is so small and ever changing —most of 
them being sadbus, ete., moving about the coua- 
try—that no political danger 1s to be feared from 
a total prohibition of the use of ganja, though 
serious discontent cannot be avoided at such 
uncalled-for interference, But in the north of | 
India, aud atl over the country, there is such a | 
large portion of the population who are sadhus 

| 


political | 


that these, having nothing at stake, and being 
reckless and easily irritable people, 74 would not be 
politic to meddle with them, 


As a great portion of the ganja and charas con- | 
sumers are sadhus, ete., they are not likely to take : 
to aleoholic stimulants, these being forbidden by | 
the religion and their order. A great portion of 
those from the common people bave already taken 
to alcohol, the lower classes who live upon manual 
labour. Those who are habitual bhang drinkers 
are also not Jikely to have recourse to alcoholic 
stimalants if the use of bhang be prohibited. 
Most of the bhang drinkers being taken from the 
geod and respectable classes, they are, as said 
above, not likely to take to alcohol. But the 
remaining people who use it for intoxication are 
likely to migrate to alcoholic use, and I am able 
to say that some already have, 


stimulants is a sure indication of this and of 
nothing else. 


37. The difference in the effects of charas from 
ganja smoking, so far as I have been able to 
ascertain from the sadhus, etc., is that while the 
former does not cause constipation of the bowels, 
the latter does so long as its effect lasts. If 
ganja is smoked just at the time when one is dis- 
posed to answer the call of nature, his bowels 
would be constipated so long as the effect would 
last ; but alter the intoxication has gone down 
they would move. 


The smoking of lilavo ganja causes taja garmi, 
as the native doctors call it—a disposition to skin 
diseases. It also brings on headache, 

Charas, garda, cr baluchar-smoking doos not 
cause these just mentioned effects. It, simply 
brings on a refreshing sort of rosy intoxication. 

38, Except the effects of smoking lilavo ganja 
which are mentioned in the just preceding answer 
those of gurdo and baluchar differ only in degree. 


40. In cases of lohiwa (a disease of women of 


| daily menstruating blocd instead of at the menses 


time) the use of bhang is considered as a medicine, 
and it produces a beneticial effect. The strength 
and staying-power imparted for sexual purposes 
by bhaug when used as a drink is also well- 
known. 


41. (a) The moderate use of charas and ganja 
creates good appetite and acts as a food-digestive. 
It also increases strength of body. 


The use of bhang as a drink also whets the 
appetite and acts as a food digestive, but so long 
as its effect continues. 


Both the moderate habitual and the moderate 


| oceasional use produce the sume effect in the case 


of the drugs; the latter on account of being not 
assimilated with the system as a habit, being in 
degree more effective than the former. 

(6) Charas and ganja, in proportion to their 
respective intoxicating power, keep great warmth 
in the body in cold season and countries ; owing to 
their use, cold does not affect the body; the 
effects of sleeplessness and fatigue are counter- 
acted and idleness is removed. Sadhus, bairagis, 
ete., use these two drugs more than any other 
because by their help they are enabled to live and 
lie in open air in severe weather without anything 
to spread or cover their body, and because they can 


safely bathe with 





~ 86. Yes; the hquor shops having been foo 


temptingly located without any exercise of the 
right of loeal option, alcohol has been of late to a 
great extent substituted for bnang and ganja 
and opium. This substitution is due— 

Istly—to the too tempting location of the shops 
in all the parts of towns, this being due 
to the present farming system whereby 
it is the interest of the contractor to raise 
as much revenue and as much profit by 
his business as possible ; 

2udly—the want of local option, whereby the 
wishes of the inhabitants of the neigb- 
bourhood are disregarded as to the loca- 
tion of the shops ; and 

3rdly—the article being sold ready-made, require 
ing no accompaniments or paraphernalia 
as bhang, ganja, or charas would do, and 
being for the above two reasons ready at 
hand, is preferred to both of these, 

As for the proof of the substitution of alcohol 

for these drugs among the common people, the 
increase in the revenue derived from alcoholic | 


out feeling cold or shiver. For these effects the 
moderate habitual use of the drugs is necessary. 


(¢) The habitual moderate use of charas and 
ganja removes moodiness, keeps the mind cheerful, 
enables full concentration of mind in their worship 
aud prayers, weakens and destroys the semen virile, 
and thereby deadens sexual desires—the most 
necessary desideratum for sadhus, ete.—makes the 
body vigorous and energetic, and increases courage 
aud promotes the power of sufferance. 

Charas and ganja are used by sadbus, bairagis, 
etc., for these purposes, so that they may be able 
to worship God with concentration without any 
fatigue and the effects of exposure, etc, 


The sanyasis use bhang, but never ganja or 
charas, for the purpose of concentration in study 
and meditation. 


43. The sadhus, ete., use these drugs in order to 
be able to bear with cheerfulness the toils and 
programme of their order of life; consequently 
they are necessarily inoffensive to the public at 
large, and the moderate consumers cf these drugs. 


——effect-of bhang—eontinues, it—acts as—a—digestiy 
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taken from the common people are also inoffensive 
to their neizhbours, The moderate use of these 
drugs never teads to make the consumer trouble- 
some and offeusive to his neighbourhood, 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of all the three drugs on the habitual consumer 
is indeed refreshing. Being habitual, it does not 
produce intoxization, but it infuses vigour and 
strength in the system, It would never allay 
hunger, but would whet appetite and help diges- 
tion Comparatively the effect of bhang lasts for 
a longer time than that of ganja. So long as the 





but after it has goue down it produces windiness, 


The use of charas and ganja necessitates the 
use of milk, sugar or sugareandy, and ghi (clarified 
butter), for without them hewth would be under- 
mined. But if they are taken, strength of body 
would increase. Similarly, if proper food be not 
taken, health would be seriously undermined, and 
blood would consume away. ‘Those who use these 
two drugs like very much to eat sweetmeats, and 
believe that without the latter the body would be 
wasted away, 


45. The moderate habitual use of charas or 
ganja makes the consumer easily irritable and 
impatient of contradiction, It also impuirs his 
virile powers seriously, ‘The use of bhang, on the 
contrary, makes the zonsumer of «a very quiet and 


considerate disposition, and his virile powers get | 


stronger. 


As said above, ganja and charas impair and 
undermine the health if proper food be not taken 
after their use. 
cooling in order to counteract the effects of these 
drngs. Ganja and charas do neither injure diges- 
tion nor cause loss of appetite, but, on the 
contrary, whet it. 
continues, creates appetite, bat after it is over it 
produces flatulency and loss of appetite. 


46. The habitual excessive use of cbaras and 





E of panja and charas tends to produce im- 
| 
The food should be necessarily 
| 


Bhang, so long as its effect | 


| ganja totally destroys the virile powers and makes 
the mind irritable and defiant at the least provoca- 
tion, Ganja causes strong constipation of the 


bowels. 


47. I can say that even the moderate habitual 
use of charas or ganja produces certain perma- 
nent effects on the system of the children. The 
child becomes irritable and constipative ; its eyes 
get weak; the growth of hair on the head is very 
small ; it does not grow vigorous, and its limbs 
do not develop so much, Tue form remains 
diminutive. 


48. The habitual excessive use of ganja or 
charas produces similar effects in a proportionately 
vreater degree. But in both these cases, if 
proper and cooling food be taken, the effects are 
counteracted, 


49. As has been more than once incidentally 
stated in answers to some previous questions, the 


potesce; and greater the use, the greater the 
tendency to that end, Bhany strengthens the 
virile powers and makes the consumers dispose 
to it. 

51. A good percentage of bad characters may 
be habitual consumers of ganja, moderate or 
excessive; but the use of this is not the cause of 
their committing crimes. Neither are all ganja 
and charas consumers criminal classes or bad 

characters, nor do all criminal classes or bad 
| characters use them necessarily. Crime has no 

connection with the use of these drugs, 


55. Sometimes I have heard of cases in which 
the smoking of ganja, or the drinking of bhang, 
or the eating of the majum of bbang, has been 
the preliminary, wuereafier the victims of it were 
mide to do things which in their consviousness 
_ they would never have doue, ¢g., of signing a 
| document detrimental to the signatory’s interests, 
} or the parting with of an ornamest without 
_ knowing its consequences, 





105. Evidence of Rsao Bauanur GovinvRAo 


Ramcuandozri Garov, Pleader 


Dhulia, Khandesh. 


1. From enquiries and geaeral information. 


2, The only products known in this district of 
the hemp plant are bhang (leaves of the plant) 
and ganja (the flowering top). Tue definitions 
given in question may be a*cepted for this distrist. 

3. The hemp plant does not grow sp ntaneous- 
ly in the district of which I have knowledge. 

4. It is known by two names, ie., bhang and 


ganja as msntioned in answer No. 2. Yes; they 
refer to the same plant. 


5. 1 have no personal information on the point. | 


6. It does not grow wild in this district, so I 
can give no information. 


7. Yes, in some villages, particulariy in the 
Jalyaon Taluka, 


(2) For the production of ganja. 
(c) For the use of bhang. 


Reliable statistics of the area under cultivation | 


can be obtained from the Cullector of the district, 


8. I bear there is no considerable increase or 
decrease in the area of cultivation, 


10, There is no special class which cultivates 
bemp for narcotic properties; so far as I know it 
is cultivated by ordinary agriculturists. 


vol. vii. 








| 
| 
| 
| smked in the pipe. 
| 
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11. It is not produced from the sved of wild 
hemp. 


12. No, so foras I know. 


18. Yes, it is restricted. It cannot be culti- 
vated witiout a license from the Collector of the 


district, 


14, Ganja and bhang, 
to a small extent. 

15, Cultivated hemp plant is used for smoking, 
eating aud drinking, and prepared m the following 
methods :— 


For smoking.—Tirc flowering top of the plant is 
rubbed on hand and repeatedly washed with 
water, and then mixed with tobacco and 


In the Jalgaon taluka 


For eating.—The pounded leaves are caten 
Without any admixture; but in rare cases 
sugar ix mixed in it. Also sweet cakes are 
prepared from the decoction of the leaves 
ealled majum or yakuti. 

For drinking.—The dry leaves of the plant are 
usually used for drinking purposes, They 
are reduced into paste and then mixed 
with water, and the solution thus pre- 
pared is strained through a cloth more 
than once, and when thus prepared, it 
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is used for drinking. The preparation is made 
strong or mild as required, 


17. There is vo particular class of people to 
whom the preparation of the hemp drug is re- 
stricted. 


18. They do deteriorate, but do not quite lose 
their effects. They keep good for not more than 
a year, Weather causes deterioration. I cannot 
suggest any measures to prevent deterioration. 


19. Ganja is used here only for smoking. 


20. A small portion of the poorer classes smoke 
ganja. There is no particular locality to which 
the use is confined, but it is used more in places 
where the climate is damp and malarious. 


2!. Ganja prepared for smoking is generally flat 
and round. 


92. Charas is not to be had here or used. 


23. Bhang is not used for smoking in this dis- 
trict. 


24. Marwadi and pardesi classes more generally 
eat and drink bhang, but ¢ven among them the 
proportion is not large, The use is not restricted 
to any particular locality or portion of the district. 


25. Id» not think the use of these drugs is on 
the increase. 


26. In this district among the consumers of 
bhang and ganja the number of habitual moderate 
consumers is pretty large; (c) the number of occa- 
sional moderate consumers is not very large. {¢) Oc- 
casional excessive consumers are also, | think, rare, 
(4) The number of habitual excessive consumers is 
very small. 


27. I cannot give definite information on the 
point. 


29. In the case of ganja tobacco is invariably 
mixed, and that of bhang the mixture is usually 
of pepper and some massala and sugar. Some- 
times milk is also used to give flavour to the drink 
by well-to-do persons accustomed to drink bhang. 
Dbatura is very-rarely used and only by exces- 
sive smokers of ganja with the object of get- 
ting more intoxicated. Yes, the bhang massala 
is sold hy grocers. The more usual ingredients 
of bhang massala are as follows :— 


(1) Badi shop (aniseed); (2) kasni; (3) gulab 
kali (rose buds) ; (4) miri,z.e., kali miri (pepper) ; 
(5) badam (almond) ; (6) kakdi ka bij (cucumber 
seeds) ; (7) khaskhas (peppy seed); (8) vilayachi 
(cardamom) ; (9) sakar (sugar); (10) dudha 
(milk) ; (11) dhane (coriander seed), 


When tbis massala is mixed with sugar, milk 
and bhang, it is called dudhiya. 


30. The consumption of these drugs is prac- 
tised more in company than in solitude. It is 
mainly confined to the male sex above the age of 
25 or 80. It is not at all usual for children on 


this side of any classes to consume any of these 
drugs. . 


31. Not, except in the case of reckless persons 
when in the association of habitual consumers. It 
is not difficult to break off the habit, if not of a long 
standing. Necessarily the drugs have no tendency 
of increasing the habit, but is increased by the 
association of people habituated to the excessive 
use of the drugs. 


32. The only custom known in this part of the 
district is that worshippers of the god Mahadev 
regard bhang as the favourite drug of that god 


and some use it devotionally on the Shivaratra and — 
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other Shiva fasting days. On the night of the 
Shivaratra, holiday the worshippers of the god 
Mahadev, in worshipping the god, bathe the god 
with bhang and then use the liquid asa sacred drink. 
Yes; the use is considered sacred and essential 
by the devotees of Mahadev. To be temperate 
or excessive depends on the habit of consumers. 
If it is excessive, it would be injurious, 


33. By the non-consumers it is not favourably 
regarded. There is no public opinion worth men- 
tioning, either religious or social, in this part of 
the country in regard to the practice. I attribute 
the sentiment to the intoxicating properties of 
the drug. The worshipping of the hemp plant is 
not known in this part of the country. 


84. Yes; it would, I think, be a serious privation, 
particularly in the case of ascetics, to forego the 
consumption, as it is a sime gua non of their iti- 
nerant life. ‘lhe exact number of the class cannot 
be given, but it is a pretty large one. 


35. (2) I think it would not be feasible. (4) 
Yes ; it would be consumed illicitly. (¢) By en- 
acting a severe law prohibiting the cultivation, 
importation and sale of these drugs. (7) Yes, 
I think so, (e) Yes, not unlikely. (/) No, not 
to a perceptible extent, great many people such 
as bairagis and other ascetics, as well as men of 
several classes who now use these drugs, will never 
stoop to use alcoholic stimulants instead. Other 
drugs such as dhatura, bachanaga, etc., as well us 
opium will likely be resorted to, 


36. No; I do not think, 
38, I can say nothing, 


39. I think smoking must rather be injurious 
than eating or drinking, 


40. I do not think the native doctors pre- 
scribe the use of these drugs as a medicine. But 
the superior kind of bhang is used bv native 
doctors as an ingredient in medicine used for diar- 
rhea and other bowel complaints, Yes; the drugs 
are used in the treatment of certain cattle-diseases. 
But bhang is often given in flour to fatigued 
horses and bulloeks to refresh them, and it is 
given to cattle for increasing their appetite. 

41. Yes. Bhang is considered to be so. Yes; 
according to native works on medicine bhang has 
febriiuge properties and is used in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts with such object, It is used as 
a sort of refresher which keeps spirit. 


All classes use the drug, but their proportion 
is smal] in this part of the country, 1 refer to 
the moderate habitual use. 


42, The moderate use of bhang is barmiess. 


But the smoking of ganja is rather injurious to 
health. 


43. Yes, they are inoffensive, 

44. The effect of moderate use of these drug's 
is refreshing. Yes, it produces intoxication, It 
does not allay hunger, Yes, it creates appetite. 

47. I don’t think. 

48. I don’t think the excessive use of- any of 


these drugs leads to an hereditary habit or in any 
way affects the children of the consumer, 


53. I don’t think and lam uot aware of any 
such case. 


54, I don’t think. 
58. I am not acquainted with the system. 


61. Charas is produced, I hear, in thie dis- 
trict. 


2 


learn, in this district licensed for the sale of these 
drugs on the premises of which they are consum- 


-~ 
w Be 


69. No; wishes of the people are not consulted 


03 


68, There are no houses and shops, as faras I | 


(not even for the vend of liquor) before a shop 
isopened. No, I don’t think. 


70. I think the duty is fully paid. I think 


| not, 








106. Evidence of Rao Bauanux Hucmrao Acuur Harisar, Deshast Brahmin, 
Pleader, District Court, Belgaum. 


1. The answers to the questions below are framed 
from several invesiigations made by me with 
regard to the hemp drugs, my chief sources of in- 
formation being the ganja coutractor and the per- 
sons who habitually use the bemp drugs, and 
others. 


1 have had no sufficient and detailed informa- 
tion before I received these questions. I bad 
some general information, by the light of which I 
made careful inquiries on the receipt of these 
questions. 


—__2. The narcotic articles referred to in the ques- 


showing the revenue of the whole district of Bel- 
VauM j— 
a] 


TaLDKas. Rs. 

1 Cantonment of Belgaum , 355 
1 Town of Belgaum : 800 
1 Taluka Chikodi - 895 
1 A LOAN Ge, 210 
1 »  Gokak 4 A Bb: 
] »  Parasgad A i » 160 
1 » Sampgaum . ) ; . 790 
1 =,  Khanapur. 390 
3,905 





tions are locally known by the foilowing names: 
Ganja, bhang or subji, and cbaras, 


The plant which produces these above things is 
locally known as tie “ ganja plant.” Ganja piant 
does not grow in this district, but it is said that 
if grows in the Satara, Ahmednagar and some 
other districts. Ganjais not manufactured here. 
Only the flat ganja is imported here from some 
other districts, where it is grown and manufac- 
tured. Bhang is seldom used, Round ganja and 
charas are net at all used, nor are they sold here. 
Sut a very few people possess a very small quan- 
tity of charas obtained directly from the place 
where it is manufactured. 


Ganja plant produces three things, viz., ganja, 
charas and bhang. Ganja consists of dried flower- 
ing tops of female ganja plant. It is made flat 
by being trodden under foot and also pressing it 
under a heavy weight. bhang consists of dried 
and broken leaves of the ganja plant. Charas 
consists of the sticky substance or resinous matter 
which sticks to the palm of the hand while re- 
moving the leaves of the ganja plant, aud which 
substauce is sbaped into small pills. 


8 to 6. I have no information. 


7. No; but there is a species of hemp plant 
known as “‘ambada” in the Marathi language and 
“ poondi” in Canarese, which is used for cordage 
or fibre ; but it is quite different from the hemp 
plant which is referred to in the questions. 


13. It is not cultivated in this district, but in 
the Satara, Ahmednagar and other districts. Its 
cultivation is not common to all districts. They 
say it does not require a heavy and constant rain- 
fall, so its cultivation in some parts of this district 
is not impossible. But 1 cannot exactly say why 
its cultivation is totally neglected in this district. 


14. No. 


18. Ganja and bhang (don’t know about charas) 
deteriorate by keeping long. Yes, it loses in 
quality in time. With ordinary care it will be 
kept good for about a year. The special measures 
to keep it from deterioration consist in exposing it 
to air and not allowing it to have any contact 
with dampness or water. 


(1) Statistical return for the year 1992-93 


vol. vii. 


(2) The revenue of the year 1893-94, Rs. 3,687. 


19, Ganja is only used here for smoking. Cha- 
ras is very rarely or not at all used. 


20. Almost all the gosawis and bairagis and 
(some) professional songsters use ganja for smok- 
ing. Some Jower classes of Hindus and Muhame 
madans also use it in temples, in their respective 
houses and in other places in company of their 
friends. 


Proportion of smokers cannot be ascertained. 


21. Flat ganja only is used here for smoking. 
“Chur” is used by the poorer classes, 


22, Charas is not at all used here. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking in this 
district. 


24, Bhang is prepared into “ ghota” and used 
for drinkmg by some pevple in almost all the 
elesses. Bhang is eaten in the form of “ majum” 
tablets, which are prepared by the admixture of 
bhang, sugar and ghee, Proportion of the people 
cannot be ascertained. 

25. The use of yanja and bhang is reported to 
have increased, because-— 

Istly—Population is increasing with rapid 
strides. 

Qndly—These are comparatively cheap intoxi- 
cauts. 


8rdiy—Contagious influence of the surround- 
ings in the lower classes. 


4thly—Want of education among the back- 
ward classes, 


26. Cannot be ascertained. 


28. Moderate consumers use ove tola of ganja, 
whereas habitual excessive cousumers use five tolas 
per diem. The price of a tola bere is six pics. 


29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja by 
consumers aud dhatura also is sometimes mixed 
by some people, the object being that the ad- 
mixture produces more intoxication, Bhang mas- 
sala is not sold here, but the massala consists of 
sugar, poppy seeds, owa, ginger, and cocoanut 
juice, 

30, Extent of consumption in solitude or in 
company cannot be ascertained. It is consumed 
by the male sex above twelve years of age at any 
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stage of life. But the female sex also in lower 
classes, for instance, bowas and bairagis, use the 
drug. 


31, The practice is easily formed by keeping eom- 
pany with habitual consumers. Itis ditficult to 
break off this habit. Moderate use of it has a 
tendency to develop into an excess, 


82. Though the use of these drugs is forbidden 
by religion, it is a custom among some Hindus to 
take bhang in the form of ghota (drink) on some 
religious occasions, viz., Durga Puja, Kojagar, 
Shivaratra, ete. 

33. People of some position in this part of the 
country never use ganja or bhang, They regard 
it as a disrepute, and the society also looks down 
upon those who use these drugs with contempt. 
I am not aware of any custom of worshipping the 
ganja plant, as it is not at all cultivated here. 


34. To forego the consumption of the drag 
would be a privation to the eensumers. Ganja 
smoking and ghota drinking keep the consumers 
in humour and easy. Its absence would neces- 
sarily create uneasiness ; the consumers would 
seem to miss an important thing aud they would 
even rave like mad men; without it they always 
seein to labour under some anxiety ; their dive:- 
tive power is also greatly impaired; they grow 
weaker and weaker day by cay. Probable number 
cannot be ascertained, 

35. Regard being had to questions 40, 41 and 
‘44, it would not be feasible to prohibit the total 
use of any of these drugs. If it is prohibited 
totally, there is every probability of its being 
consumed illicitly. Such probibition should be en- 
forced by raising taxation by legislative enact- 
ments. Such prohibition would for some time 
produce discontent amongst the consumers. Such 
discontents have not the slightest tendency to in- 
volve political danger of any sort. he total pro- 
hibition of ganja and bhang is likely to be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 

36. Can’t say, 


37. Charas is not at all used here, but from in- 
formation received I learn that it is more intoxicat- 
ing than ganja smoking, 

38. Only flat ganja is used here. Chur ganja 
is used by the poorer classes of consumers, The 
chur is less intoxicating than the flat ganja. 

89. It is said that the smobing of 
charas are less injurious than eating 
drinking “ghota’’ of bhang, 

40, Ganja is prescribed by native doctors for 
piles nnd fistula, It is also used for fomentations 
externally for the same diseases ; also used as sti« 
mulant and tonic for cattle and also for cattle 
diseases with some admixtures, 


41, Yes, the use of ganja and bhang is beneficial 
in its effeets— 


ganja and 
ganja and 


(a) as digestive; 


(6) as alleviating fatigues and to give stay- 
ing power under severe exertion or expo- 
sure; 


(c) as preventive of disease in malarious and 
unbealthy tracts ; 


(@) it stops diarrhcea, relieves pains in the 
rectum. It is, asa smoke, ulso used to 
remove or relieve syphilitic bone pains. 


Fakirs and bairagis, professional musicians and 
labouring classes smoke ganja and drink bhang 
cases (a), (b) and 


moderately and habitually in 
(c). Bawas and bairagis cook it with their meals 


ne 


even, In the case of (¢) it is used by all classe 
occasionally. 


42. It is said to be harmless as well as 
beneficial. Many rersons have been taking it for 
a long time and are perfectly healthy. 


43. Almostall of them are inoffensive, 


44, Immediate effect exhilaration of spints, 
attended with a peculiar kind of hallucination of a 
pleasing kind. Refreshing to a certain extent. In- 
toxication later on, It in the first place produces 
hunger. Yes ; it creates appetite. Effect lasts for 
between two and four hours, The want of sub- 


sequent gratification produces longing and some 
uneasiness. 


45. No, 


46, Excessive habitual use of any of these drags 
dees impair the constitution; does injure the 
digestion and causes loss of appetite; produces 
asthma and dysentery ; impairs the moral sense and 
induces laziness. It is not likely to produce 
habits of debauchery. It deadens the intellect 
and it is likely to produce insanity, 

47. The habit does not seem to be hereditary. 
Surroundings do influence the children in con- 
tracting this habit. It does not affect the pro- 
geny of the moderate consumers, 


48. Regard being had to the answer to question 
46, there is a tendency to affect the children of tbe 
excessive consumers to a certain extent, 


49, Yes; ganja and lhang are prescribed by 
native hakims and quacks as an aphrodisiac with 
other medicines, It is said to be used by pros- 
titutes not exactly as an aphrodisiac; but it is 
given to young girls to prevent pain in the first 
coition. Not more injurious. Does not produce 
Impotency, 

51. Not in the majority of cases. The mo- 
ferate use bas nothing to do with any crimes. 
It inthe form of “ majum” is said to be used 
by thieves in drugging persons to facilitate theft ; 
but it is very generally mixed with dbatura, 

53, No, 


54, Iam not aware of any such cases, 


55. Yes, to facilitate theft and rape. Com- 
plete stupefaction can be induced without admix- 
tures if administered to those who are never in 
the habit of using ganja. 


57, As far as my information goes, ganja and 
charas are not eaten in this district. I hear ganja 
mixed with sugar is eaten in the Bengal presi- 
dency. 


58. The present system of Excise Administra- 
tion seems, as faras I am aware, to be working 
well in this district, and hence no improvement 
appears to be necessary for the present. 


60. Ganja is not produced in this district. 


, 61. Charas is not produced in this district, 


62, Hemp plant is not cultivated in this dis- 
trict. 


63. At present the contractors make wholesale 
purchases of ganja and bhang and sell them in 
retail to the customers. ‘lhe original quality of 
these drugs is not spoiled by these contractors by 
adulteration and other foul means. As long as 
this is the ease, there seems no need of improve- 
ment in this direction. However, the maximum 
quantity of these drugs, much less than that 
allowed in Form A of the rules framed under the 
Abkari Act of 178, which at atime sheuld Le 
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sold to the customers in retail, should, in view of 
discouraging excessive use, be fixed as in the case 
of opium and alcohol. ‘he rates also should be 
regulated, 


€4. I see no objection to the existing Regula- 
tions governing the import of these drugs, 


65. The present taxation on ganja and bhang 
is consistent and just with reference to each other, 
but as compared with other intoxicants (alcohol, 
etc.) it is very low. It would therefore be expe- 
dient to raise the present taxation on the drugs. 
By so doing its wide use would be discouraged. 


66. There should be no different rates of taxa- 
tion on the three different kinds of ganja grown 
in Bengal and in different localities, because the 
equality of taxation is to be maintained, and the 
Government will not be put to trouble in inves- 


tigating the different qualities of the different 
kinds of ganja. 
67. As the consumers do not seem to murmur 


to pay the present tax, I see no objection to the 
present method of taxing ganja and bhang. 


68. There are no such shops or houses here. 
But there should be such, and those too should 
be situated in markets and other public places, 


69, At present the wishes of the people are 
not consulted before a shop is opened, Local 
opinion ought, I think, to be thus considered, 

70. For the better administration of excise, 
and to remove all doubts of smuggling, it would 
be reasonable to purchase from the Native States 
their rights of selling ganja and bhang by giving 
them adequate compensation as in the case of 
toddy, ete. 





107. Evidence of Nano Duakaneo, Brahmin, Pleader, Jalgaon, District 
Khandesh. 


}, Ihave had no special opportunities of ob- 
taining information regarding the matters con- 
nected with hemp druyvs. I have, however, 
framed the following answers from the experience 


of those who are engaged in producing ganja | 


and who deal in it, and from local information. 


9. As far as my knowledge goes about these | 


things, I can safely answer that Dr. Prain’s de- 
finitions can be accepted for this district, and 
they are not kuown by any other local names 
than those given by Dr, Prain. 


8. I have the knowledge of the Khandesh 
district of the Bomlay presidency, from which 
1 can safely say that the hemp plant does not 
spontaneously grow in this district. 


4. It is not known by any other name to the 
people of this district. 

5. Narcotic wild hemp does not grow at all 
in this district. A kind of herb grows in the 
jungles and is known by the name wild hemp. 
It does not possess narcotic properties. It is used 
in medicines, 

6. As wild hemp does not grow at all in this 
district, I am unable to supply any information 
regarding it. 

7. Hemp is cultivated in Jalgaon and Sawada 
talukas of this district for the production of 
ganja and for the use as bhang to the extent of 
about 25 acres a year, and neither for the produc- 
tion of charas nor for its fibres, nor seeds. (The 
seed required for the production of ganja or bhang 
is imported from Khandwa.) 


8, As the ganja vendors in this district import 
ganja from the Central Provinces and sell it here 
on account of its superior quality, a decrease has 
recently been caused iv the area under such culti- 
vation. About ten years ago the cultivation of 
ganja was prohibited in Central Provinces, when 
it was exported there from this district. The 
area thea under such cultivation was about 200 
acres. Now there is nosuch prohibition in those 
provinces. 


9, In summer days the land is prepared for 
cultivation by ploughing and harrowing it. After 
the setting in of the monsoons and after two or 
three rainfalls the ganja sced is sown into the soil 
thus prepared by an implement of husbandry 
called wokhar, driven by two bullocks, to one 
end of which is attached a wooden pot through 


which the seed is dropped and thus sown in a 
recular line. These lines are made at the distance 
of two or two-and-half feet from each other by 
means of another wokhar driven by its side, Six 
days afterwards the ganja plants grow up. A 
month thenceforth the plants become so dense 
that it becomes necessary to remove some of them 
with « view to preserve the distance of three 
inches between cach plaint. A week afterwards 
the Jeaves of all plants are removed, reserving 
only the topmost part, with leaves about six 
inches in Jength ‘Then the examiner of ganja 
plant examines them and removes males if there 
be any, ‘The examination is continued from week 
to week until the ganja crop is reaped, Generally 
this cultivation is made in rainy season, and in case 
of drought water from wells is used once in every 
week, Nearly six months after the date of sow- 
ing the harvest of the ganja crop commences. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties do not form a special class, 
Tey belong to the same class as other agricul- 
turists. 

11, There is wild hemp in this district, and so 
the plants cultivated for the production of ganja 
are not raised from its seed, 


12. As there is no wild hemp in this district, 
IT am unable to answer this question. 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted in this district. It is 
cultivated only in Jalgaon and Sawada talukas 
The ordinary rainfall in, avd the climate of, this 
district are respectively sufficient for, and con- 
venial to, the growth of these plants. The soil 
must be partly white and partly black. The 
cultivation of ganja is not impossible in any part 
of this district. 

}4. Refer to the answer to the question 7. 


15. As there is no wild ganja in this district, 
no difference between the processes of preparation 
of wild and cultivated ganja can be given. The 
process of preparing the latter is as follows :— 


Three different parts, viz., (1) the tops of the 
twigs, (2) the twigs, cut off, and (3) the naka 
ganja taken out of the twigs of the hemp plant 
are separated and heaped apart from each other. 
These heaps are heated in the sun for an bour, 
They are afterwards trampled under foot, They 
are turued over and again expcsed to the heat of 
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the sun and trampled. This processis repeated for 
three days, and the ganja gets ready. Nakhi 
ganja is reduced to chur, and the other two kinds 
get flat. The ganja thus prepared is used in this 
district for smoking only. 


16. Bhang is not prepared by people in their 
houses. There is no wild gaoja in this district, 
so wedo not know whether bhang, ganja or 
charas isever produced from the wild hemp. 


17. The preparations of ganja and bhang are 
made by farmers, 

1% Charas is not prepared in this district. 
Ganja deteriorates by keeping for one year after 
its preparation, whether ordinary care be taken or 
not. Jam not aware of any measures to prevent 
deterioration. It qnite loses its intoxicating pro- 
perties after keeping for one year. 


19. Charas is not prepared here. Ganja is used 
for smokingonly, This use of it is prevalent in 
this district as well as throughout India, It is 
also used for medicinal purposes, 


20. Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, and 
others of the like class smoke ganja at their lodg- 
ings ; but among other class of people the propor- 
tion is 1 or 2 percent. As charas is not produced 
here, I cannot give any information about it. 

21. Flat and round ganja are generally pre- 
ferred for smoking. Chur is used for smoking 
generally by the poor. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking in this 
district, 


24. Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, and others 
of the like class eat and drink bhang and also a 
few of the other classes. 


25. The use of ganja and bhang is neither on 
the increase nor on the decrease. 


28. In the case of the habitual moderate con- 
sumers the average allowance is 2 tolas per day, 
which costs 2 annas ; and in others the allowance 
is 5 tolas, costing 5 annas. 


29. Men who drink bhang ordinarily mix with 
it milk, sugar, rose buds, saffron, cardamoms, 
opium seeds, and pepper ; because such mixed 
drink is tasteful and fragrant, And this is called 
‘‘ bhang massala.” Dhatura is not so used, 


30, The consumption of ganja and bhang is 
generally practised in company. Respectable and 
great men, if they have got this habit, practise it 
in solitude. It is mainly confined to the male sex, 
The children do not consume it in this district. 
It is not confined to any time of life. 


32. In some parts of Northern Iudia, in which 
the hot season is rigorous, males, females, and 
even children drink bhang moderately, simply as 
a means to lessen the effect of the season, and not 
owing to its narcotie properties. The occasional 
drinking of bhang in hot season does not lead to 
the formation of the habit nor produce injurious 
effect. 


33. Respectable men of this district generally 
detest the practice of drinking bhang, much more 
that of smokiny ganja. The consumption is held 
in disrepute on account of its narcotic injurious 
tendencies and not ou the ground of any religious 
principles. 

There is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant in this district. 

34. It will be a serious privation to the habi- 
tual consumers to forego the consumption of the 
drug they use. They will be uneasy if they will 
not get it. 


35, It will not be feasible to prohibit the use 






of any or all of these drugs. The drug will be 
consumed illicitly. To enforce prohibition will 
not be advisable. The prohibition is sure to ovca- 
sion serious discontent among the consumers, 
Such discontent will not amount to political 
danger in this district. Tbe prohibition will not 
be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants or 
other drugs. Alcoholic stimulants and other drugs 
will not serve its or their purpose. 


36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being to a certain extent substituted for 
any of these drugs. 


87. Charas is not smoked in this district, and 
therefore no answer can be given to this question. 


38. Ganja, flat or round, produces more intoxi- 
eation than “ chur.” 


39. The smoking of any preparation of the 

hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
g : 

40. Native doctors use these drugs in medicines 

on account of their medicinal qualities. These 


drugs are also used in the treatment of cattle-dis- 
ease, 





41, Moderate use of bhang and ganja is bene- 
ficial in its effects— 

(a) as a food digestive if mixed with other 
articles ; 

(4) to give staying-power under severe exer- 
tion or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue ; 

(c) as a preventive of disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts ; 


(@) to prevent diseases from dirty water. 


42. The moderate use of these drugs is bene- 
ficial for those who get the babit ; and I consider 
the moderate use of any of these drugs tobe 
harmless, as intoxication produced from the use 
of these drugs is not so strong as in the case of 
aleobol. 


43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 


44. The habitual consumers of bhang and 
ganja get themselves refreshed immediately if 
they use these drugs moderately. They can give 
strength to them only who can get sufficient milk 
and ghee. They do not produce intoxication in 
habitual moderate consumers, but produce in those 
only who use it but seldom. It does not allay 
hunger, but increases appetite. The intoxication 
lasts for about three hours. Afterwards they are 
consumed again; and the want of subsequent 
gratification produces uneasiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of any. of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effeets, physi- 
cal, mental, or moral. 

The constitution is somewhat impaired if milk 
and ghee are not taken in sufficient quantity; but 
if the man gets milk and ghee, his constitution 
becomes strong. It does not injure the digestion, 
nor cause loss of appetite, but, on the contrary, 
increases it, When they are not well digested, they 
cause asthma and not dysentery. It does neither 
impair generally the moral sense nor induce lazi- 
ness or habits of immorality, nor produce debau- 
chery. It does neither deaden the intellect nor 
produce insanity, except to a very small extent in 
those who cannot get substantial food. This in- 
sanity is likely to cease as soon as the habit of 
smoking ganja or drinking and eating bhang is 
given up. The symptoms of insanity may be 
re-induced by the use of the drugs after liberation 
from restraint. The insanes who have no recorded 
ganja history confess the use of the drugs. 


207 


I am of opinion from local information thas the 
use of these drugs by persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disease will not give them real 
relief, although it is popularly supposed that it 
alleviates pain to a certain extent. Tie insanity 
may often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp 
drug by a person who is deficient in self-control 
through weakened intelleet. 


46. The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs is very harmful. One becomes weak. 


47. Use of any of these drugs does not appear 
to be a hereditary habit. It docs not affect in any 
way the children of the moderate consumer. 


48, Please refer to the answer to question 46, 


49, The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
not practised as an aphrodisiac. Prostitutes do 
not use it for that purpose. The use of these 
drugs for this purpose is not more injurious than 
its use as an ordinary narcotic. The use of hemp 
does not tend to produce impotence. 


50. The excessive use of any of these drugs is 
not beneficial io health. It is a danger to one’s 
occupation, The habitual excessive cousumer is 
always in the state of intoxication, and conse. 
quenily unable to follow bis ordinary pursuits. 

5]. There is no large proportion of — bad 
characters of habitual moderate consumers of any 
of these drugs. The moderate use has no connec- 
tion with crimes in general or with crime of any 
special character, 

52. There is no benefit from using any of these 
drugs excessively. An immoderate consumer is 
always in the state of intoxication, That is a 
bar to his occupation and loss to his profit. The 
consumers spend large sums of money in buying 
these drugs, and consequently come to want. 


53. The excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs dves not incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise. The man who uses the drugs 
sits silent or sleeps, and I don’t know any case in 

which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 
54, These dregs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or otherwise, because tliey do not 
create strength in them if used, 

55, Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims to partake of any of these 
drugs, and so stupefy them, Complete stupefac- 
tion can be induced by these drugs without ad- 
mixture of any other substance in the case of 
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those who are not habituated to smoke, eat or 
drink ganja or bhang, 

56. Intoxication is produced iu a greater degree 
when the hemp is used with dhatura seed, whether 
used moderately or excessively. 


57. I do not know about charas, nor I know 
whether ganja is used for drinking or eating 
purposes, 


58. The present system of excise administra- 
tion in this district is well enough with raspect 
to hemp drugs and does not require improvement. 

60. Ganja is produced in this district. I think 
the cultivation of the ganja-bearing plant and 
the process of its preparation are sufficiently 
controlled, and the system requires no modification 
in any respect. 

61. Charas is not produced in this district. 


62. Ithink that the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the production of bhang is sufliciently 
controlled. 


63. I have no objection to the present system 
of (a) wholesale, (4) retail vend of (1) ganja, (2) 
bhang, or preparations of them, 

64. 1 have no objections to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs, or of their preparations from and into your 
province or their trausport within the district. 

65. The taxation of (1) ganja, (2) bhang,is in 
my opinion reasonable, and does not require any 
alteration, Ido not know anything about charas. 

66. In my opinion it is not necessary that 
there should be different rates of taxation for 
different kinds of ganja, because the different 
kinds of ganja are produced from the same plant, 
and no significant difference is noticed in their 
effects. 

67. I have no objection to the present method 
of taxing (1) ganja, (2) bhang. 

68. In this district shops are I:censed for the 
sale of these drugs and not for consuming them 
there. And I think that such shops or houses 
should not be permitted for the latter purpose. 


69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
or considered in any way before a shop is opened 
in any locality, and measures are not taken for 
the purpose, Local public opinion should be 
considered on such occasion. 


70, Ganja is not smuggled in this district, 





108. Evidence .-f Dasi ABast Kuare, Honorary Secretary, Bombay Branch, Bust 
India Association, Bombay. 


Referring to the subject in connection with the 
hemp drugs, the Branch Association have no special 
objections to offer, but they respectfully observe 
that no liberal-minded people would ever apply to 
the Government for the entire prohibition of the 
use of hemp drugs or preparations made therefrom 
because they are injurious. Itis true that hemp 
drugs and preparations made from these drugs are 
much more deleterious to health than opium, but 
notwithstanding, these drugs are In common use by 
a very large part of the vative population of this 


country and to which some of them are attached. 
It is also true that these drugs have goud qualities 
as well as bad. ‘ 

The only good and wise measure, which our 
good Government should adopt for the benefit ot 
the people, is to impose more stringent precau- 
tions and restrictions upon the sale of these drugs 
than they have on the sale of opium, and to 
increase the severity of the punishment for the 
adulteration of hquor and other beverages with 
hemp drugs. 
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109. Evidence of Sewak Lau Karsonnas, Secretary, Arya Samaj, Bombay. 


The Arya Samaj fully sympathises with the 
objects of the Commission referred to, as the 
principles and tenets of the Samaj enjoin on its 
members total abstinence from all kinds of iutoxi- 
cating drugs, 

‘I'he Samaj, however, is of opinion that any 
governmental action in the direction of further 
restricting the preparation or sale of the drugs will 
be productive of very little good. The Samaj 
believes that education of the masses is the only 
projer and effective remedy for correciing such 
baneful habits, and fears that aay compulsion in 
this matter is likely to drive the consumers of 
these comparatively iunoctous drugs tothe use -f 


more injurious intoxicants that are plentifully 
supplied to the people like the various preparations 
containing alevhol, The Samaj, therefore, prays 
that ‘he Government, actuated us it seems to be 
in taking these steps by high moral motives, would 
be pleased to devise measures for the restriction of 
the sale of European liquor in India, which is per- 
petrating a great havoc on the morals and the 
physique ot tke Indian people 


Tke Samaj fervently hopes that the compara- 
tively less injurious drugs of Indian origin may 
be left to themselves, until the strong hand of 
G verumeut is able to check the rapidly growing 
diffusion of European liquor in India. 





110. Lviderce of Rao Banapur Visawanxnain Krsnawa JoGLeKAR, Brahmin, 
Sowkar, Karajyi ix Dharwar District. 


1, Ihave had no special opportunities of studying 
the question of hemp drugs. My desultury read- 
ing of the literature on the subject, my casval 
intercourse with the people using the drug, as 
well as the remarks made to me by others in con- 
versations or observations noted by me whenever 
I came across persons affected by the over-indul- 
gent use of the drug, are the ouls sources of the 
information contained in these replies. 

2. Though I have once toured through parts of 
Northern India, I have coufined my answers to the 
six districts of the Southern Division of the 
Bombay presidency, vamely, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, 
Kanara, Bijapur, Belgaum and Dharwar, for the 
main reason that 1 can speak for them with greater 
confidence as to the accuracy of my statements 
than for any other portion ot India. 

All the varieties of ganja are more or lexs 
known in this part of India, but only two of them 
are sold, or in other words commonly used, ée., 
flat. ganja and broken ganja; the latter is also 
called bhang. The definitions given by Dr. Prain 
accord with the description given by persons who 
during their loug residence in Northern India were 
personally acquainted with the cultivation of hemp 
and the pre; a:ation of its numerons varietivs for 
eating or drinking; but in these parts “chur,” 
powdered ganja, is called bhang, It is used in 
the preparation of drinks and sweetmeats and not 
for sm: king 

8 In none of the districts embraced in these 
replies does the hemp plant grow spontaneously, 
and the questions 4, 4 and 6 under this chapter 
require Do ansivers, 

7. Two varieties of hemp are more or less widely 
cultivated in the division for the sake of fibre. 
They are known as taga and ambadu, the botanical 
equivalents respectively being “ Crotalaria juncea,” 
“ {Hibixeus cannalinus,” and the approximate arca 


But the hemp plant which produces ganja 
bhang, ete., is only cultivated on a very small 
stale in the Collectorate of Bijapur and in the 
States of Jamkhindi and Jata. 


9. The method of cultivation followed is not 
marked with any peculiarity, The only difficulty lies 
in wee ling out the male plants and thus prevent- 
ing the female kind from seeding. The scanty eul- 
tivation which exists at Bijapur appears to have in- 
creased from 33 gunthas in 18$5-89 to 13 acres in 
1892-93. This slight increase seems to have been 
fully sustained ly a leeal demand. The district 
of Bijapur does not import much from outside, 
and what it imports is chiefly, if not solely, from 
the neighbouring State of Jata; it bas no less 
than 33 retail shops licensed for the sale of ganja. 


I personally visited the farm at Bijapur, in 
order to see with my own eyes the cultivation of 
hemp aud also the process of the manufacture of 
ganja. ‘The method of cultivation does not niuch 
differ from that of jowari. Tue soil is well 
ploughed some four times and levelled by means of 
harrow. Itisat the time when the process of 
levelling is geing on that mauure is thrown over 
the soil. The preliminary process, 1 mean the 
pressing of the soil, is commenced generally in 
Phagun or Chait, March or April, and is com- 
pleted about the ead of Jesht, June. When the 
land is thus well prepared, the ganja serd is sown 
in the field by means of drill (kurgi), a sowing 
implement, the same that is usel when sowing 
jowari, with the only difference that the.two of the 
three holes of the drill are closed, and the third 
alone is kept open. Tuis is done to allow more 
space between the rows of the crop. The sowing 
operation commences about the end of July or 
bevinuing of August. ‘The seed, after it is sown, is 
covered under eartii by means of Balgunti. After 





of their cultivation from the latest published re- 
turns are as below :-— 
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| Aren in acres of eul- 
tivation of toga, 
* Crotalaria juncea,” 





Area in acres of culti- 
vation of ambada, 


Name of the district, ikiiens cece 





binus,” 
Kolaba . A 564, 178 
Ratnagiri. 1,576 Pitnde 
Canara . ; at 93 68 
Bi japur : hI 91 5,438 
Belgaum : 2,223 3,352 
Dharwar 4 4 119 4,368 
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a week the off- 

the surface ot the ground. When the crops grow 
about one foot high, the grass is weeded out by 
band, and later on, as it gruws taller, the grass 
between the rows is removed by a grubber (yadi- 
kunti) about twice a month, until the crop is 
ready for harvesting, If the rains hold off and 
there is a long break, it sometimes becomes neces- 
sary to water the cvop. 1t takes about four or five 
months for the crop tobe ready for reaping, and 
the harvesting period is about the Leginuing of 
January. When the crop is fully grown up, the 
tallest plant may be found to measure about 6 or 
7 feet. 
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10. Cultivators in Bijapur do not belong to 
any particular class, 


11,12 and 13, I have uo answers to give to 
questions 1], 12 and 13, 


14, The only product prepared in Bijapur and 
Jat is ganja broken aud flat. Bhaug as defined by 
Dr. Prain is not produced in Bijapur, ‘There is 
nowhere a demand for it in the six collestorates I 
am writing about, and I have satistied myself in 
more districts than one by personally enquiring at 
the retail shops that bhang as defined by Dr. Prain 
is never sold in these parts. The “chur,” broken 
stuff, which sometimes passes under that name 
and which is used in the preparation of drinks, 
answers to the description of broken ganja and is 
sent herewith as a sample. What is, however, 
bought as bhang by consumers is simply ‘‘ chur” 
or broken ganja. 


The process beginning with the reaping of the 
crop to its final stage, when marketable ganja is 
produced, muy be brielly described as follows :—~ 


There being no wild hemp in any of these six 
districts, my uecount refers to the cultivated hemp 
from which ganja is produced, 


The female plints commence to flower about 
the beginning of January; the more advanced 
among them bear flowers a I:ttle earlier, It is, 
however, about the middle of January when the 
ganja flowers attain maturity, a proof of which 
is to be found in the change of colour from green 
to brown and from the dropping of the leaves. 
The cultivator at this staye sells the standing 
crop or himself cuts it and manafactures ganja. 


Cutting is generally done in the morning. The 
crop is not ent down all at once. Tie most 


matured plants are selected, and the tops (ends) of 
the flowery branches are cut with asickle. Those 
that remain below are plucked by hand. When 
the flowered twigs ure thus separated from the 
plants, they are carried to the place, at no great 
distance, intended for treading. The place is 
somewhat hardened and cowdunged. Over this 
ground they spread dry leaves of the same plant 
all over, ‘Ihe flowered twigs are then placed in 
layers in square forms. his is done in the morn- 
ing. In the afternoon, at about one o’elock, the 
men, after meal, return to the place, and then 
three to fonr among themselves are set treading 
and tramping over each square about J0 x LU 
feet and about six inches deep. 


This procvss continues for about three or four 
hours, the twigs being turned up and down at 
intervals. ‘The stalks and the withered leaves are 
then removed. They leave the twigs on the same 
ground the whole uight, unless they think it will 
rain at night. ‘The process of treading is thus 
repeated for four days successively, and when the 
fifth turn is over the process is complete, when 
the flowers assume a flat shape. The stamping 
and treading is done witha view to force the 
small stipules and flowers to adhere to each other 
and form one mass, The resinous exudation on 
the ganja enables the flowers to form into one 
mass very effectually. In Bijapur only flat ganja 
is manufactured and no other kind. 


The chur or broken ganja is not, however, the 
product of any particular or special preparation, 
but the result of the process of treading and 
trampling. When it is going on, portions of the 
flowers drop dowa broken, and such parts of it 
as cannot be pressed on the spikes and made to 
stick thereto are collected and packed sepurately, 
This is chur or broken ganja, which pisses here 
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under the name of bhang, ‘Ihe chur or Lroken 
ganja may also be said to be the powder or residue 
which is naturally accumulated at the bottom of 
ganja bags during conveyance. 


I visitel the place of manufacture at Bijapur 
on the 16th and 17th of the current month. 
When I visited the place, it was about 2 o’clock, 
and the process of treading and trampling the 
ganja flowers was going on. ‘The process is con- 
tinued in the sun and not in the shade. 

The preparation of ganja for smoking does not 
require a detailed explanation. A few ganja pods 
are sotked ia cold water for a few minutes, If 
they find any stalks or seeds, they separate them 
from the ganja. ‘The pods thus soaked are placed 
on the left palm and rubbed bard with the right 
thumb, pouring water constantly. The con- 
sumers then squeeze out the stuff and mix ordi- 
nary tobacco with it, and put the mixture in the 
pipe and light it up. In case of the drug being 
used for drinking and eating, the pods are, as in 
the first instance, separated from all the impurities 
by soaking them in water, and then their extract 
is used in liquids or sweetmeats according to the 
taste of the consumers. 


16, I have in some places in the Dharwar dis- 
trict seen hemp plants in private compounds, 
They can’t be said to have grown wild, and if 
they are specially reared, it must be with special 
purpose, 

17, The only preparations used in these parts 
are the fatand broken ganja. They are sold in 
the form in which they are imported exeept at 
Bijapur, where they are made by the cultivators 
who do not belong to any special class. 

18. Both flat and broken ganja lose their aroma 
as well as their effest by long keeping. In the 
moist climate it loses its ellect in the course of 
about two years almost entirely. If keptin a 
closed packet it may last in a damp chmate for 
a year ora year and a half, In a dry climate 
like that of Bijapur it may last for two or three 
years, Lxposure seems to me to be one of the 
principal causes of deterioration, and I can sug- 
vest no measures to prevent it. It has been com- 
monly observed that coloured clothes, such as 
turbans, do not deteriorate in Poona by exposure. 
Tn the Konkan they are packed and placed ina 
heap of rics so as to be beyon-| the reach of mois- 
ture. But this notwithstanding, the colour loses 
its brightness directly it is taken out fur use. It 
also gets spoiled in a damp climate much sooner 
than in a dry climate. 

19, Smoking is the chiefest and therefore com- 
monest use of ganja. Sweetmeats and liquids 
in various forms are prepared and used. The 
quantity of spice, sugar and milk will in each 
ease depend upon the means of the persons using 
them. But poor people would often drink pewder- 
ed ganja ina cup of sugarcane juice or in pure 
water with ordinary “ massala” (spice) of “min” 
(black pepper), and ‘‘baritep” (anise-seed), ete, 
They also add jagri to the liquid. 

The most favourite drink of the well-to-do class 
of ganja users, as I found in Northern India 
(where they invariably use bang for all drinking 
purposes) is “ ghota” or dulhiya. The intoxicat- 
ing power of this drink depenus upon the quan- 
{ities of the various ingredients put together and 
the length of time employed in oxidising the 
liqnid. This isa favourite drink with meh and 
well-to do classes occasionally seeking relief, and 
is generally used during the summer nionths, 
when “ Vedic” Brahmins assemble to repeat the 
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“mantras.” The preparation is also used in & 
very diluted form in respectable society on the 
oceasion of “ Shivaratra,’ ‘ Shimaga,’” or the 
“ Kojagari,” full moon night, The favourite 
haunts of ganja smokers are temples, ‘‘ masjids 
ox “dargas.” It is here that Hindus and Muham- 
madans or people of indifferent character can freely 
meet and smoke together. The wandering gangs 
of “bairagis” and “fakirs” also will be found 
not only themselves engaged in smoking, but 
offering the “ hooka” to those frequent visitors 
amongst the poorer classes of people who hover 
about such places for the very purpose of smoking. 
There are no other public places or club-houses 
where ganja is smoked. Neighbours and friends 
may meet and smoke together without an appoint- 
ment; but except on the few occasions when the 
so-called “ ghota” or dudhiya is prepared, there 
are no parties held, and ganja, like tobacco, 1s 
emoked individually and not incompany. Neigh- 
bours do meet at night and smoke, but this is not 
an invariable habit. 

Charas is nowhere used in any of these six 
districts of the Southern Division, and so it is 
not available in any of the shops licensed to sell 
the intoxicating druys. It is only ganja which 
is (either flat or chur) smoked or drunk or mixed 
in sweetmeats. 


20. ‘The consumption of ganja is not restricted | 


to any particular class of people, hut the bulk of 
the smokers will be found amongst the lower 
classes. 


It is very difficult to state accurately what pro- 
portion of people smoke ganja and charas, as there 
are no statistics available on the subject. Much 
depends upon lueal peculiarity. The proportion of 
consumers to be met with in large towns and 
cities does not exist im villages. Again, while tbe 
Lingayats in the above Ghat districts are under a 
religious prohibition, the lower classes in the Kon- 
kau fearlessly take to alcohol. All circumstances 
considered, 1 am of opinion that of the hundred 
male adults usmg ganja or liquor ouly 5 per cent. 
or even less will be found to belong to the former 
class. 


21. As already stated, fat and broken ganja are 
the two kinds preferred for smoking in this part. 
No other kinds are used. 


22. No charas is used in this part. 


23. Bhang properly so calied is not consumed 
in this part, 


24. Same as answer to question 23, 


25, I have no reliable information to enable me 
to answer this question, even with approximate 
accuracy. However from what 1 have heard or 
seen, 1 am morally convinced that the use of ganja 
has not perceptibly increased. The slight increase 
observable in the area of cultivation or the imports 
or exports, ete., may be due partly to the increase 


in population and partly to greater accuracy of | 


returns, It is as a matter of fact losing its 
place before the spread of alcohol. If it still exists 
on this side of India, its main cause is to be found 
in the comparative cheapness of the article for the 
labour gathermgs at mills, factories and railway 
workshops. The hard work the labourers are put 
to, the consequent necessity for some relief, the 
comparative facility with which consumers of 
gabja can carry the drug with them, and the ease 
with which it ean be smoked anywhere even on 
public roads are, amongst others, the principal 
causes which still obtain amongst some people a 
preference for ganja before liquor, 


26. By fay the larger number of ganja-smokers 
will ke found to belong to the class (a), habitual 
consumers, It is very difficult to draw the line 
between moderate and immoderate men. Those 
who consume the drug for intoxication it brings 
about and not for its medicinal properties are, when 
once at it, generally immoderate, Ifa smoker has 
the means and the necessary time at his disposal, 
he will not place down the “hooka” or chillum 
until he is so intoxicated that he is unable to take 
care of himself. 


Some people will be found to drink occasionally 
preparations of ganja, but there are no occasional 
moderate smokers, aS smoking requires a habit 
which drinking does not, 


27. As has been more than once told, all castes 
of Hindus, from Brahmins to Mahars, and all 
classes of Muhamadans will be found to contribute 
more or less to the number of ganja-consuming 
people. The habits of lite or cireumstances which 
mainly generate this vice, area life of disappoint- 
ment and dejection, a lile of asceticism, a life of 
ease and afflzence associated with habitual con- 
sumers of ganja, and a life used to a kind of labour 
which at the close of the day requires some stim- 
ulant to bring about relief to lighten the effects of 
the day’s toil and to bring about a pleasurable 
forgetiulness, 

28, Moderate consumers do not require more 
than two tolas of ganja per day, and the cost per 
diem in this case is believed to be less than balf 
an anna; but in the case of the excessive con- 
sumers, leaving that of bairagis and gosavis, the 
quantity consumed varies from 4 to 6 tolas and the 
allowance per diem per consumer in such cases 
varies on account of the cheaper ingredients with 
which it is mixed between an anna and an anna and 
ahaif. his class of people are generally poor, 
but at labour gatherings and wandering gangs 
they generally smoke in company, each contribut- 
ing one round, so that the aggregate expenses do 
not rise above half an anna, 


29. Moderate ganja smokers never mix any other 
ingredients than tobacco with the ganja, Only 
excessive smokers, such as bairagis, fakirs, ete., who 
in order to strengthen the intoxicating properties 
admix dhatura and also kuchli (seed of nux 
vomica) and bachnag (roots of Gloriosa superba). 


This is not, however, done by consumers of the 


higher classes. When they prepare drinks they 


only mix spives made of badam (dmygdalas com- 


munix), bedana (dried grapes), ketar (saffron) 
khaskhas (poppy seeds), welchi (cardamom), 
jaiphal (nutmeg), sugareandy, ete. ‘The number 
of spices aud their quantities mixed depend upon 
the means of the cousumers, 


? 


30. 1 have already mentioned that ganja is 
smoked more often in solitude than in company. 
It is solely the drinks which are always used in 
company ; so far as can be observed on this side, 
it is the male sex which consumes the drug, A few 
exceptions will be found in the class of courtesans. 
Even there they are few and far between, No 
children are ever found using any of these drugs. 


31. Ido not think that the habit of smoking 
ganja is so easily formed as that of drinkiog 
liquor. By itself, smoking is not attractive. 
Habit formed in the case of ganja is less difficult 
to break off than in the case of opium or Jiquor. 
This is because the intoxication brought on by 
ganja is milder and less durable than that 
produced by an overdose of opium, whisky or 
brandy, and therefore the habitual consumer of 
the drug will be less indisposed to give it up by 
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degrees than one addicted tothe use of opium. 
Every intoxicant predisposes the consumer to run 
to excess; such a tendency is to be observed in 
the case of ganja smoking also, Ganja like to- 
bacco is smoked by the consumer according to his 
convenience aud not necessarily in company. ‘I'he 
second, third, and fourth rounds which are inevit- 
able in the case of parties or companies, do not 
exist, and in spite of the tendency to run to excess 
the aggregate result is moderate. 


32. In the parts of which Iam speaking there 
are no customs, social or religious, which necessi- 
tate the consumption of ganja, 


33. The consumption of ganja is universally re- 
garded with disfavour, if uot contempt. It is true 
that there is no religious prohibition of it. On 
the contrary, from its mention in the Veda and 
* Brahmans ” and the virtues attributed to it, its 
use would seem to find an encouragement. 


It has been from time out of mind associated 
with that large class of ascetics and fakirs who 
avowedly use it, not for the sake of pleasure, but 
for enabling themselves to concentrate their mind 
on the worship of their favourite deity. This was 
at least the original purpose for which it began to 


be used. It still passes under the name of dyan- 
wali. It is associated with god Shiva, one of the 


Hindu Triad, and, asa rule, the majority of those 
who practise yog philosophy from the old lines 
indulge in the use of ganja. Hindu religion, at 
any rate, may therefore be said to countenance the 
use of ganja. In the ease of liquor, it lays down 
a bard rule of prohibition. Opium it does not so 
expressly prohibit. In society devotees of liquor 
are less feared or despised than those of ganja or 
opium. ‘This may be due to the circumstance that 
ganja on account of its comparative cheapness and 
accessibility to the lower classes, is found associated 
with what may be described as the dregs of 
society, Liquor, on the other hand, though as 
injurious, is more costly and is associated with the 
ruling and the superior race, and its scent and 
sight to which seveuty-five years have familiarized 
the native races, have ceased to repel even orthodox 
persons. 


But in the case of ganja, instead of prohibiting, 
religion does encourage its use by deseribing it in 
favourable terms, such as those mentioned be- 
low:— 


Jaya—The conquering or that which overcomes 
all painful feelings ; 

Ananda—The joyous ; 

Chapala—The causer of unsteadiness ; 

Gagan kini—The noisy ; 

Harshini—The delight-giver ; 

Indrasana—The worthy food of Indra ; 

Aj aya—The invincible ; 

Matui— The wife of dbatura apple, which 

Matulani— is the most potent of narcotics ; 

Madini—The intoxicator ; 


And by its mention in the sacred writings-such 
as Veda and Smriti (law), etc. But this notwith- 
standing, society does not yield to religion. In 
no respectable society at the present day will any 
person on any public occasion, whether it be 
religious or social, dare smoke in public without 
giving an insult, and without himself being 
liable to be expelled the place. Society on this 
side at least condemns it very strictly. The 
social opinion is, in fact, the reverse of religious 
teaching. 
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34. I think it will be a serious hardship to the 
various Glasses of persons who now consume ganja 
if they have to give itup, Leaving aside the class 
of bairagis, fakirs, gosavis, whose number, since 
the great famine of 1877, has been steadily declin- 
ing, the labourers, the artisans and the wandering 
tribes exposed to climatical rigours can’t afford to 
remain without something to make them forget 
the day’s toil. If we would withdraw from them 
bhang or ganja, they will take to opium, or more 
probably to its formidable rival, the country or 
European liquor. Already 95 per cent. of either 
of these classes do use liquor, and it is only among 
the 5 per cent, that ganja still claims some of its 
devotees, 


35. If the use of the drug is to be prohibited, 
it can only be provided for by penal legislation. 
But peual legislation will take a number of decades 
tomake the prohibition real instead of nominal ; 
compulsory legislation has nowhere sueceeded, and 
will, in the case of ganja, lead to illicit practices, 
as it has done in every other case. 


Government has effectually prohibited the 
manufacture of salt. In has effectively controlled 
the manufacture and the gale of liquor. It ean 
therefore effectively prohibit the production of 
ganja. But if ganjaor bhany do exist in one 
place or another, their illicit import and use it 
will be difficult to prevent effeetually. A prohi- 
bition may gradually work its way, and in course 
of years the habit may altogether disappear. Of 
this the Hindu writings furnish remarkable proof. 
Liqnor and flesh were ut one time freely used by 
all the higher classes of Hindus. Lut there was 
atime when the reaction setin and for centuries 
the Brahmin society, asa whole, has never touched 
meat or liquor. This only shows that reforms on 
alarge seale can be worked out in course of time, 
I am therefore of opinion that the prohibition 
of ganja can be ultimately enforced. 


There will be some discontent occasioned by 
such prohibition. Butas it is confined to a sinall 
class, it can’t be serious, and politieal danger is 
ont of question. As I have already stated, if the 
prohibition is confined to hemp and its prepara- 
tion, it will only eneourage the consumption of 
alcoholic stimulants, and in some places, like those 
in Central India, of opium also. 


There is already an opinion freely expressed that 
the agitation agalnst ganja originates with those 
who want to encourage the spread of alcobol If 
therefore the prohibition is confined to ganja 
alone, the discontent can’t but be serious, and may, 
in that case, be a matter for consideration. 


36, I do not think that there are any instances 
of anja consumers taking to aleohol as a substi- 
tute. But alcohol being more widely distributed 
for sale and more accessible to all classes of people, 
a seeker after the stimulant goes first to the hquor 
shop, and then ganja ceases to have a chance. 
Practically, therefore, alcohol has been encroach- 
ing on the domains of ganja, and even if no pro- 
hibition were resorted to in the districts of which 
I am speaking, ganja would ere long cease to hold 
its own against alcohol, 


37. As charas is not consumed in this part, 
none could tell precisely anythiug about the effect 
of its smoking, much less about the difference in 
effects of charas smoking and that of other drugs. 


38. I have not come across any keen observer 
amongst the consumers of hemp who could state 
2a2 
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the difference between the effects of the three 
different drugs, round ganja, flat ganja and chur 
or broken ganja. Some however say—I cannot 
myself say how far it is a trath—that the chur 
or broken ganja is held to be more powerful than 
either round or flat ganja, hence it may bavea 
greater power of intoxication, 

39. The use of drink of hemp would doubtless 
be more injurious than smoking ; because drinking 
is always practised in company, and as a rule leads 
to excess. But its preparation is costly and is 
only arranged for in companies, A drink is not 
therefore very frequently resorted to. Smoking, 
on the other hand, is cheaper, more frequent, and 
pervades all the lower classes. Practically, there- 
fore, it causes more bavee than drinking. 


40, Ganja occupies an important p'ace in the 
Pharmacopaia of the Hindus. Its qualities as de- 
seribed in one of their medical works are given 
below :— 


Bhang, ganja and dhatura (seeds) are intoxi- 
cating, Victoricus and triumphant (over pain), 
extreme heat-roducing, bilious and lulling, pro- 
ducing reluctance* to spewk, and increases fire (of 
the stomach), é.¢., appetite. 


Ganja is also rubbed over the tongues of the 
bullocks to sharpen their appetite. It is also 
mixed up with the “ massala ” prepared for horses, 


It is sometimes administered in very small 
doses, diluted with sugarcandy, 1m order to mduce 
sleep. 


41. Tbe moderate use of ganja, as the moderate 
use of liguor or nux vomica, is beneticial especially 
as digestive; its capacity for alleviating latigue 
or sustaining a consnmer under severe exertion or 
exposure is inconsiderable when it is taken in a small 
dose. 

I am not aware whether it has ever proved of 
any use as an antidote to malaria. In the jungles 
of Kanara and its neighbourhood it is rarely used 
and liquor has been a great favourite, It must, how- 
ever, be understood that it is only the occasional 
use of ganja in the form of a drink which is 
necessarily moderate, because the drink is indulged 
more as a form than as a necessity ; but with the 
habitual consumer, “ moderate” can only be used 
comparatively. A may be more moderate than 
B, and B than C; but the quantity consumed by 
A exceeds that which a man can consume with 
benefit to himself. It is therefore only in theory 
that one can speak of the habitual use of ganja 
as moderate, and the beneficial qualities attributed 
to the drug have rarely been realized. 


42. The habitual use of the drugs is never harm- 
less, because it is never moderate. 


43, So far as Ihave seen, consumers of ganja 
even when they are immoderate are as a rule 
inoffensive to their neighbours, They may talk 
much and talk loudly, and may be of irritable 
temperament, but they are never dangerous 
neighbours, except when they have become insane, 

44, With the habitual moderate consumers, 
ganja can hardly have any particular effect, except 
that of giving temporary satisfaction, just as in 
the case of tobacco, or snuff or tea, the man feels 
slightly refreshed. There is, however, one differ- 
ence, There is a limit beyond which consumer 
of tobacco or snuff or tea does not go. In the 
case of ganja, each dose increases the desire 
for another. It does not allay hunger as food does, 


* NotE.—These are the effects of “ moderate” use, 


, Ex- 
cessive talk always proceeds from immoderate use, 
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but ganja-consumers, when hungry, may feel 
slightly relieved if they smoke. Drink prepared 
with milk will, of course, afford substantial relief. 


The use of ganja does sharpen appetite, and I 
am aware of instances where the ganja consumers 
eat recklessly, with a full belief in the efficacy of 
this drug to help speedy digestion. 

The effect of smoking is believed to last two 
hours at the least. ‘That of drinking ghota 
depends on the strength of the mixture and the 
quantity taken. It is notorious that few smokers 
will stand the temptation, if they have the means 
and the time to indulge in repeated doses. 


But in the case of occasional consumer, the 
effects of smoking ganja are much different from 
those on the babitual smoker. ‘The effects are : the 
tongue feels dry and there is a peculiar sensation 
of that organ being drawn down the throat. The 
body becomes warm, the eyes contract and there is 
a ccnstant tendency to laughter. ‘here is, as it 
were, a procession of incongruous and incoherent 
ideas, marching across the brain, one fancy dissipat- 
ing the other in quick succession. The mucous 
membrane of the stomach becomes inseusible, 
accompanied by an insatiable longing for food. 
Time becomes lengthened, a second is expanded 
into a minute, a quarter of an hour into an hour. 
The head gets confused aud the smoker becomes 
dogmatic and argumentative. He is never vio- 
leut ; the smoke mounts to the head in five minutes. 
After an hoav’s sleep the individual generally gets 
up light and refreshed. Lamplight promotes and 
accelerates the action of the smoke. 


The effects of ghota even in the case of an 
occasional drinker of it are more serious than 
when the drug is taken in the gaseous form, The 
action of the liquid and mixture is slower and 
culminates at the end of seven or eight hours ac- 
cording to the absorbing power of the stomach. 
Lamplight has the same effect on the drinker and 
smoker, The effects of ghota are of longer 
duration than those of smoking, though their 
nature is the same, varying only in intensity. 
Should there be any over-dose of ghota, the 
drinker hears strange noises, feels the limbs of 
his body torn and scattered in all directions, 
thinks he inas no control over them, and at times 
is under the impression that a general dissolution 
of the body is coming on. Ho becomes senti- 
mental, a little quarrelsome and peevish. There 
are amongat the general confusion of the brain, 
sudden and evanescent flashes of sensibleness 
accompanied by a persistent desire to impress upon 
the minds of his friends that he is in his senses. It 
is only after full twenty-four hours that the person 
reguins a perfect command over his ordinary and 
moral thinking powers, The frame of mind in 
which a good dose of ghota Jeaves a person after 
twenty-four hours is one of melancholy and lassi- 
tude. When the moderate quantity of ghota which 
a novitiate ought to take is exceeded, the person 
at the height of its operation is sometimes known 
to weep in despair of life, 


45. Iam acquainted with a few cases of ganja 
consumers ultimately dying insane. None of 
them were in good circumstances. 


A was at first a religious preacher (Haridas). 
He subsequently took to the profession of a singer 
(gawai); was possessed of more than ordinary 
intelligence; was extremely poor, but of an ex- 
cellent moral character; he would rather starve 
than beg. The first symptom of his insanity that 
struck his} friends was his excessive talk. Three 
months after he became mad. He was not under 
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any medical treatment and died after about four 
months of complete lunacy. In this case, no one 
would bave ever considered the man to be an 
immoderate consumer, and it was believed that 
it was becauso he was ill fed and insufficiently fed 
that the drug produced its evil results. 


B, In this case the man was in Government 
service. He wasa habitual smoker for fifteen years, 
and during all his time he never gave his superiors 
any reison to reprimand bim. He also used occa- 
sionally to drink, 


Ou the full moon night of Aswin, the well- 
known kojagari night, ghota, otherwise called 
dudhiya (z¢., drink of ganja prepared with milk 
aod sugar), was prepared. There was a party in 
which all but this man were persons who never 
smoked nor drank ganja and who bad all consented 
to have the drink as a curiosity, They had, as is 
usual on this night, kept up throughout and drank 
each a cup more than once. The one man B alone 
drank about three cups at each time. At about 
7 a.M., the man was off his brain; he continued 
to be so about eight months and bad again a lucid 
jnterval of six months; he continued thus about 
for sixteen years and died at last of consumption. 
He used to smoke tothe last. He was deprived of 
the indulgence when he was insane, The only 
important feature about him was that he was 
never dangerous even when he was stark mad. 
His wife, children, neighbours and friends were 
never afraid of him. 


C was firsta student in the school. He was 
the most clever and bright in his class. Every- 
body liked him. He made his progress up to the 
5th Standard in the vernacular school. Unfor- 
tunately at the age of 18 he contracted the habit 
of ganja smoking. The effect of the drug was 
so speedy in this case that within a few months 
since his initiation he became completely mad. 
He was married, but he never cared for his wife 
and mother, and he never lived with them. The 
man who was once very intelligent, and in whom 
his relatives had good hopes, was found quite 
useless for his family. He did not care so much 
for the food ashe did for the drug. He used to 
do the duties of water-carrier. When people 
employed him, they paid him some remuneration 
for his services. But he never demanded more 
than what he required for buying the drug for his 
consumption. He was never offensive. He con- 
tinued mad till his death, about the age of 35. 


D. Here the victim is aschcolmaster, He was 
led to the use of this accursed drug ganja by his 
association with the “ Vedanti Club.” ‘They told 
him that he could never be able to contemplate the 
image of God unless he hada steady and undis- 
turbed state of mind, and they recommended him 
their holy stuff as a sure means of concentration of 
mind, Evidently with the object of making him- 
self incapable of being stirred by the worldly con- 
cerns, he began to use the stuff, the result of 
which was that be shortly appeared with all the 
siens of insanity. He is out of bis service now. 


I know of half a dozen more cases; in none of 
them was a man looked upon as dangerous. 


If the use of aleohol, even when it is occasional 
is added to a habitual consumption of hemp drugs, 
insanity is almost certain. 


47. I know of instances in which the father 
smoked and the son did not. But I bave not 
come across instances on this side of India where 
ganja was habitually used for two ov three genera- 
tions. 1 caunot therefore offer any remarks on this 







question as to the transmission of the vice by 
heredity, 

49. It issaid that the drug is sometimes used as 
an aphrodisiac, Ibave not much faith in the as- 
sertion. A drug which, if moderately ased, sharp- 
ens appetite and gives tone to one’s health, But 
the drug kas been a favourite with the class of people 
like bairagis and fakirs, whose object is the very 
reverse of vice, In these days, at least when 
every vernacular newspaper mentions about half a 
dozen patent medicines which ave specially termed 
aphrodisiacs, Ido not think the demand for this 
drug, for that purpose, exists on this side. 


There may be a few prostitutes using the drug, 
but 1 do not know of any such case. It is be- 
lieved that the ultimate effect of long use of the 
drug in immoderate quantities is impotency. 

5! and 52. There is not the least connection 
between the moderate and immoderate use of any 
of the narcotic drugs of hemp and the perpetration 
of crime. 


53 and 54. No indulgence in the use of the drug 
ever incites the consumer to commit unpremedi- 
tated crime. Ido not know any case which led 
to homicidal frenzy. 


Criminals, however, very naturally fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act. Even 
a tobacco-smoker or a snuff-user takes a pinch if 
he wants to refresh himself for an action. There 
is therefore nothing extraordinary if ganja is used 
by criminals who are about to proceed with their 
criminal act, Itis generally said ganja does not 
make a man desperate and rash as liquor does. 
The consumers of ganja are geuerally nervous 
when they are under its influence. 


55. Ganja sweetmeat mixed with dhatura is 
supposed to bring about complete stupefaction. 
This is practised very rarely, 


56. Moderate smokers, of which however the 

number is comparatively very small, smoke ganja 
mixed with tobacco, Those who want to make it 
strong (of this class the number is largely to be 
found amongst “ bairagis,’’ “fakirs ” ete.), mix 
it with a part of the seed of nux vomica, dhatura, 
bachnag. Iam not in a position to give the exact 
proportion. 
57, As I have said before, few people babitually. 
eat or drink ganja on this side, because the habit 
is comparatively very costly. The occasion on 
which drinks are prepared by occasional and habi- 
tual consumers are too few and far between to 
afford any basis of any general deduction. 


58. I think the excise administration as regards 
the hemp drugs is working well, and neither the 
contractors, nor the consumers, nor the people in 
general, whom I have questioned have any griev- 
ances to complain of. 


60. The cultivation of ganja in these parts is on 
a very small scale and is well controlled, 


62. I do not think what purpose can be gained 
by checking cultivation unless and until the 
demand for the drug diminisbes, It is the cheap- 
est intoxicant. Six piesa day is not a heavy 
charee, The temptation for smuggling is not so 
great, and no particular arrangements are needed 
to control the cultivation, 


65. Lam not at all of opinion that, compared 
to alcohols, the hemp drug is unreasonably taxed, 
and no complaint in that direction exists as re- 
gards ganja, bhang, etc., ete. 


67 T have no objection to the present method of 
taxing. 


ry 


a 


68. None, 


69. Local opinion is no doubt necessary, and 
at present shops are allowed to be opened irrespec- 
tive of the wishes of the people. But I must at 
the same time state the number of shops is few, 
and no complaint on the subject exists. Itis the 
liquor shops to which the complaint refers. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—It was not until the Commis- 
sion’s questions came to me that I had occasion 
to make a study of the hemp drugs, though I had 
occasionally met consumers before, 


Question 85.—I have talked about the matter 
with many persons, and in this answer I have stated 
the general opinion that it is remarkable that agita- 
tion has Leen directed against the hemp drugs and 
not against alcohol, which is eyually harmful. 
This opinion I have heard expressed in Bijapur, 
Belgaum, Dharwar and my own neighbourhood, 
1 have not read them in newspapers. If have stated 
further in my answer that the agitation is attri- 
buted to those who are anxious to encourage the 
spread of alcohol. By this expression is meant 
the persons who import and manulacture liquor. 
‘fhe opinion I have quoted is held both by the 
educated and ignorant people. The ignorant 
people cannot explain the grounds of their opinion. 
he opinion of the educated is based on the 
simple fact that Government do nothing to dis- 
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courage the use of alcohol, which is more deleterious | 


than the drugs. 
opinion on the subject. 

Question 44.—I have frequently noticed that 
people in a state of intoxication talk more if they 
are brought into a bright light. Teannot explain 


why this happens. 


I myself have formed no definite | 


not made enquiry whether the parents in any 
of the cases I bave described were mad, In case 
C,I happen to know that the mother was nearly 
mad, I remember the case of a hard-drinking 
weaver who went mad, 1 cannot recall any insanes 
who had become mad from other causes than liquor 
aud ganja. . I have met, as stated in my answer, ten 
people who becaine mad from hemp drugs, and 
also two persons who became mad from aleohol. 
I remember the ten ganja eases, because the third 
and fourth cases (C and D) occurred in my taluka, 
and the cases A and B I learnt from my friends. 
The other six cases were found out in course of 
the enquisies. I knew nothing about them before. 
The insane of case C died four years ago, at the 
age of 35. He began the hemp habit ai the age 
of 16, and became mad a few months after he was 
18. I was about 8 or 10 years old when he went 
mad about twenty years ago. In case D, the 
man went mad about five or six years ago. He 
did not drink, I learnt that he had gone mad 
from ganja smoking, and I made his acquaint- 
ance at that time. He had first eone mad at 
that time, That was the first. I had heard of 
him. I did not know him before he went mad. 
T attribute his madness to ganja, because I did 
not doubt the statements of his relatives and 
friends, who stated that that was the cause. 


Question 56.—The first sentence of my 
answer will be understood if referenee is made to 
my answer 41. I mean that moderate consumers 
are fewer than excessive consumers, because the 
moderate consumer of intoxicants is always inelined 
to gotoexcess. The number of people who 
remain moderate consumers heeause of their 
poverty is small. WhenTI went to Beleaum, I 
visited people in Shapur, and 1 heard from ganja 
smokers that the poisons I have named were some- 


. 





Question 45.—I 
eases to the hemp drugs beeanse no other curse 
could be discovered ; liquor, dhatura, nnx yomica 
and bachnag also produce insanity. So do bad 
news,’ the distress of poverty and disappoiutment. 
T eannot say if insanity can be inberited, I have 


attribute insanity in these » 


2S, 
seen bairagis, who visited my village, use nux 
vomica, One man who conld not get the opium to 
whic) he was accustomed ate dhatura in my pre- 
sence. If was not mixed with ganja, though the 
man was an occasional smoker of van ja, 





111. Evidence of Diyanarn Surwsuanker, Druggist and Chemist. 


1, I bave had opportunities of inquirmg with | 


my patients and customers who smoke ganja and 
drink bhang, and also who have travelled over 
some ganja farms, as to the advantages and dis- 
advantages derived from smoking ganja and 
drinking bhang, 

6. Dense. 

10. They do not form a special class. They 
are of the same class as other agricultural culti- 
vators, 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing. Ganja is used as a medicine for animals 
all over India). 

20. Hindus of low caste smoke generally ganja, 
and Muhammadans charas. ‘lhere is no particu- 
lar locality. We cannot give exact proportion, 

21. Vat kind of ganja is preferred for smok- 
ing. 

22, Native charas is used generally. 
charas is used particularly. 

23. Never. 

24. Some high caste Hindus drink bhang in 


Nemad, Marwad, and districts around the 
Ganges. 


Turkish 


| 
| 
| 


28. Habitual moderate consumers 


consume 
about two pice worth ganja per diem, 


Habitual excessive consumers consume six pice 
worth ganja per diem. 

29, Ganja, as a rule, is mixed with an equal 
quantity of tobacco ordinarily; and bhane is 
mixed with Piper nigrum avd aniseeds and with 
sugar ordinarily, Ganja is mixed with dhatura 
and sometimes with opium to increase its narcotic 
property exceptionally. 

Bhang massala is generally composed of Piper 
nigrum, aniseeds, cardamoms, almonds, chestnuts, 


30, To a very small extent ganja is consumed 
in solitude, but to a great extent it is consumed 
in company. It is not usual. 

31. It can be easily formed and it is diffienlt 
to break it. There is a great tendency in the 
case of any of these drugs for the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive one, 

32, It is largely consumed on the festival of 
Shiva. It is generally excessive. It is likely to 
form a habit and not otherwise injurious. 

33, Ganja and charas are regarded with disre- 
pute secially; smokers are looked down. Use of 
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any form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute, 
because it makes the man victim to it and makes 
him maniac and untit for work, here is no such 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant. 

34. It is a serious privation. A ganja smoker 
will be very much excited and could not work 
when he does not get it. The same case with the 
bhang drinkers aud charas smokers, 

35. In British India it may be feasible to pro- 
hibit the use of these drugs, but it may be 


impossible in Native States. Prohibition can 
be enforced ly restricting the sale. It will 


occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
It may perhaps amount to a political dauger. The 
prohibition might be followed by recourse to alco- 
holie stimulants. 

36. There is no reason. 

37. The charas is stronger than ganja. 

39. Smoking is more injurious to health than 
drinking bhang., Siwoking injures lungs and 
brings on bronchitis aud other luug diseases; 
while drinking bhang is less injurious because it 
is mild in its effects. 

40. Ganja smoking is advised by native doctors 
for neuralgic pain and idiopathic tetanus. Ganja 
is used in cattle discase in order to ceive tone to 
the stomach and to make them work longer with- 
out fatigue. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


41. Ganja aud charas are not beneficial, but 
bhang may be benefivial in hot climate if taken 
moderately, 


(2) It sometimes increases appetite. 
(6) It sometimes alleviates fatigue. 
_(¢) It is used with that idea iv some malarious 
districts, 
(7) It is used by some as an aphrodisiac 
medicine, 


42. Moderate use of any of these drugs is not 
harmless because it will form a habit and gra- 
dually it will lead him to use it excessively, 

43. Ganja smokers are as a class inoffensive. 

_ 44, A moderate consumer is exhilarated and 
little intoxicated and is always with ready wits. 
It is sometimes refreshing and it is followed by 
pression. It creates appetite. The effect lasts 
for an hour. Nervousness and depression are the 
after-elfects. It does produce longing. 

45. (a) None. 

(b) to (d) No. 

(e) lt induces laziness. 

46. It does. 


55. Yes (sometimes). 


It can stupefy com- 
pletely. 





112. Lvidence* of Nawarcuaxn Herracuann, Jeweller, Bombay. 


1, Personal experience in connection with 


bhang. 
2. I know bhang by the name of bhang only, 


18. L know bhang deteriorates after six months 
and loses half of its uareotic effect, and it quite 
loses its effect after one year, and becomes useless 
for human consumption. Dampness and humi- 
dity of climate causes bhang to deteriorate. ‘the 
deterioration can ouly be prevented by keeping it 
in‘an earthen jar closed air-tight and to bury the 
said jar in the ground. Bhang will remain good 
for one year if kept in that manner. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. Hindus of almost all castes use it more or 
less. 

25. I think the use of bhang is neither on the 
increase or decrease, 


28. The habitual moderate consumer will require 
one-ninth of a tola of bhang, the cost of which 
will be about one-third of a pie. The habitual ex- 
cessive consumer will require about half a tola, and 
the cost will be about one pie. 


29. Habitual consumers mix ordinarily with 
bhang black pepper. Exceptional consumers mix 
almonds, dried rose flowers, sugar, poppy seeds, 
cardamoms, and milk. Dhatura is not used with 
bhang so far as I know. ‘These ingredieuts are 
put into bhang with the object of making it more 
palatable, and for the purpose of cooling the brain. 
There is no special preparation, such as bhang 
massala, that ] know. 


30. Bhang is generally drunk in company. The 
drinking is confined to the male sex. Men com- 
mence to drink when they are 20 years of age, 
and they continue doing so to old age. It is not 
customary for children to drink bhang. 

31. A person who drinks bhang occasionally 
will form no habit, but if be drinks daily for six 
months, he will form ahabit. The habit of drink- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 





ALE COTO 


| 


- harmless. 


ing bhang ean easily be broken off. The moderate 
habit of drinking bhang does not develop into the 


| excessive habit, 


32. L know that Hindus who are followers of 
Shiva pour bhang water the ling of the god 
Shiva on Mondays and on Shivaratra days. 


n 
u 


1 | do uot know whether the worshipper or any- 


body else drinks the bhang water poured on the 
ling of the god Shiva after it has been offered. 

33, The habitual excessive use of bhang is 
generally considered a bad habit. Ido not know 
whether the hemp plant is worshipped or not. 

34, The habitual consumers would for 
few days feel the want a slight deprivation. 


some 


35. In our religion the use of alcohol is strictly 
prohibited, aud at times we are inclined to take 
bhang, and it would be a hardship for Govern- 
ment to prehibit the use of bhang; and if the use 
of bhang is prohibited, it will, I think, be con- 
sumed illicitly. 

36. I do not know whether alzohol is now being 
substituted for bhang. 


41, If bhane in very small doses is taken, it 
acts as a food accessory and digestive. It alle- 
viates fatigue; but I do not know whether it 
vives staying power under exertion or exposure. 
Hindus who do not use liquor make use of bhang 
for the above-mentioned purposes. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is, in my opinion, 
It acts as a food accessory and diges- 
tive, and is refreshing, 

43. The moderate consumer of bhang is not 
offensive to his neighbours. 


44, There is no immediate effect on the con- 
sumer of bhang. The effect is felt after an hour or 
two. Itis refreshing. It produces exhilaration. 
1t creates an appetite. The effect lasts for about 
two or three hours. The moderate habitual 
consumer feels no ill after-effects, The want of 


* Translation, 
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subsequent gratification produces a longing in | criminals to fortify themselves to commit crime 


the case of a habitual moderate consumer, 


45. The habitual moderate use of bhang pro- 
duces no noxious effects of any kind. 


46. The habitual excessive use of bhang pro- 
duces no noxious effects. It is true, however, 
that a consumer in such a case loses the time 
during which his intoxication lasts. 


47. Ido not know of any case in which the 
halitmal moderate use of bhang has appeared to 
be an hereditary habit, or affect in any way the 
children of the moderate consumer. 


48, Same reply asto question No, 47, 


51, So far asI know, no large proportion of 
bad characters are hebitual moderate consumers 
of bhang, The consumption of bhang has no 
connection with crime so far as I know. 


52. Same reply as to question No, 51. 


53. The excessive consumption of bhang does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime of any kind. 
I do not know of any ease in which the drinking 
of bhang has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 





5+, It isnot the-case that bhang-ts 






of any kind, 

55. I have heard of no case in which criminals, 
in order to further their designs, have induced 
their victims to drink bhang and so stupefy 
them. Complete stupefaction cannot be induced 
by drinking bhang. 

56. As regards bhang, narcotic effects are not 
modified by any of the substances added to it 
which I know of, These substances are added 
to bhang to make it more palatable, and to 
prevent it causing stomach-ache and wind. I 
have never heard of dhatura being added to bhang. 
Dsually bhang is drunk in the evening at about 
4 p.m. after finishing business, when neither pearls 
nor precious stones are valued, The saying that 
jewellers make use of bhang for the purpose of 
better ascertaining the real quelity and value of 
pearls and diamonds has, I think, no foundation. 
My brothers and myself never partake of bhang 
during business hours. We take it after business 
is closed. It is true, however, that jewellers 
believe that the drinking of bhang has the effect 
of relieving the strain on the eye-sight caused by 
the keen and continuous examination of pearls 








113. Evidence of JaAMSEDJ£EE NASsERWANJEE GINWALLA,* Shenshat Parsi, Abkari 
and Opium Farmer, and proprietor of cotton-ginning factories, Ankleswar. 





I, T bave had personal interviews with con- 
sumers of hemp drugs as well as the farmers of 
bhang, ganja, and pak for the districts of Surat, 
Broach, Kaira and Ahmedabad, the shopkeepers of 
those drugs and some native doctors (hakims or 
vaids), from all of whom I have selected my 
information. 


2. The province of Gujarat to which my investi- 
gations are restricted does not grow any ganja 
or charas. Fiat ganja is the only drug imported 


for retail sale, chiefly from the Ahmednagar dis- | 


trict. Charas is ueither imported nor consumed 
in Gujarat. Even the farmers are not permitted 
to import and sell charas in Gujarat under the 
present license. Only bhang is grown in the 
Surat, Broach, Kaira, and Ahmedabad districts 
in small quantities, sufficient for local consump- 
tion, which is rarely exported, except from one 
district to another in Gujarat, 

Under the circumstances the definitions for 
bbang, ganja and charas may be accepted for my 
province of Gujarat, wherein these intoxicating 
drugs are known by the name of bhang, ganja 
and charas. There is a fourth intoxicant, name 
pak, manufactured from bhang, ghi or clarified 
butter, and sugar in the shape of sweetmeats by 
the farmer of intoxicating drugs, who is licensed 
to sell bhang, ganja and pak. 


Pak is prepared by boiling 416 of bhang, 1vlb, 
of water, 216 of ghi or clarified butter, till the 
whole mass is reduced to about one-half, when the 
decoction is rubbed and strained through a cloth 
into a large plate or pot and allowed to be cooled 
down and freeze. The ghi so saturated with the 
intoxicating property of bhang and frozen on the 
top of the decoction isremoved, J ifteen pounds of 
sugar mixed with water is boiled down to the con- 
sistency of thick syrup, mixed with the above ghi, 
and the whole mass is again boiled toa thicker 
consistency, put and spread into a large plate or 





pot, allowed to ssttte,—cutin ; 
removed in the shape of sweetmeat called pak, 
which intoxicant is apparently left out of this 
inquiry by the Commission, 

3. There is cultivation of the hemp plant in 
my province of Gujarat. 

(2) None for production of ganja. 

(6) None for production of charas, 

(c) There is some grown for use of bhang. 

(7) None for production of fibre or seeds especi- 
ally 
The hemp plant is cultivated in the districts of 
Surat, Broach, Kuira and Ahmedabad in the pro- 
vinee of Gujarat for use as bhang only to a very 
limited extent. As regards the Broach district, 
the average area under bhang cultivation is about 
three-fourths of an acre during the last ten years, 
which is restricted only to the village of Bhore- 
Bhata in the Broach taluka, I have no access to 
the records of other co}lectorates to obtain similar 
information, 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp for its nar- 
cotic properties do not form a special class, but 
they are of the same classes as other agricultural 
cultivators, 

18. Ganja is not at all cultivated in Gujarat. 

14, The following products of the hemp plant 
are prepared in my province of Gujarat :— 

(a) Ganja not prepared. 

(4) Charas not prepared. 

(c) Bhang is only prepared from the hemp 
plant in Gujarat. 

Bhang is only prepared toa small extent sufhi- 
cient for local consumption, out of which a little 
is exported frorh one district to another in Gujarat 
by the farmers. 


15, (a) Only bhang is prepared from the culti- 


* Invited to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral examination, but failed to appear. 
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vated hemp plant for (A) nil, (B) eating, and 
(C) drinking in the province of Gujarat. 


(4) ‘The wild hemp plant is practically unknown 
in Gujarat. 


16. Bhang is prepared generally by the people 
in their houses for private consumption ; however, 
some people prepare and sell bhang to customers 
for drinking withouta license at Surat, Bhang 
is prepared from the hemp plant wherever grown 
by cultivation iu Gujarat, but I am not aware of 
the mode of preparing ganja or charas also from 
the wild plant wherever grown, as its cultivatiou 
or preparation is unknown in Gujarat. Ganja 
isonly imported from the Ahmedvagar district 
for sale by the farmers, which consumers buy 
from licensed shops and prepare it for their own 
private consumption with the admixture of 
tobacco. 


17. Bhang is prepared by Hindus and Muham- 
madans for private consumption or sale in their 
respective castes owing to religious prejudice, 
under which a Hindu would not drink bhang 
prepared by a Mubammadan with his water ; 
however, a Muhammadan shall have no objection 
to driuk Lbhang prepared by a Hindu with his own 
water, Ina similar maoner ganja is washed with 
water, mixed with tobacco and smoked by Hindus 
and Muhammadans separately owing to religious 
prejudice. 


18. Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping 
for a long time. ‘They do not quite lose their 
effect within two years. They keep good for 
nearly one year with ordinary care, but commence 
to deteriorate in their intoxicating properties 
gradually to the end of the second year, and be- 
come useless towards the end of the third year, 
when they are usually destroyed. The causes of 
deterioration are exposure, dampness, and long 
keeping ; no special measures can be taken to pre- 
vent deterioration, except keeping them in dry 
vessels and places for the above periods. As 
charas is neither imported nor allowed to be sold 
by the farmers or licensees in Gujarat, I am un- 
able to answer this query with respect to that 
drug. 


19. Ganja is used only for smoking, and charas 
is practically unknown in Gujarat. 

20. Hindu and Mubammadan religious mendi- 
eants, such as fakirs, sadhus, &c., residing in 
burial grounds, temples,, aud charitable religious 
places, chiefly smoke ganja. However, it is also 
smoked by middle and lower classes of Hindus 
and Muhammadans, who generally contract the 
habit in associating with such mendicants, The 
proportion of ganja-smokers cannot be ascertained 
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are addicted to its use; the proportion of bhang 
eaters and drinkers cannot be ascertained in the 
absence of official statisties. 


25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
increase in Gujarat, which is apparent from the 
abkari administration reports, and the increased 
amounts of revenue realised for the current farms 
of bhang, ganja and pak in the Gujarat district 
of Surat, Broach, Kaira, and Ahmedabad. The 
use of charas is unknown in Gujarat. 


28. (a) The average allowance of habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang is $ tola costing one 
pie, and that of ganja is half tola, costing three 
pies per diem, 

(0) The average allowance of habitual excessive 
consumers of bhang is six tolas, costing nine pies, 
and that of ganja is five tolas, costing anuas two 
and pies six. However, there are very rare habitual 
excessive consumers of ten tolas of bbang costing 
fifteen pies and ten tolas of ganja costing five 
annas per diem, ‘The use of charas is practically 
unknown in Gujarat. 


29. (a) Black pepper is ordinarily mixed with 
bhang and tobacco with ganja. 


(6) The ingredients exceptionally mixed with 
bhang are black pepper, sugar, rose-flowers, car- 
damoms, poppy seeds, almonds, milk, carraway 
seeds, etc., favouring ingredients, and dried fruits 
according to the taste of higher classes of consum- 
ers, which is commonly named bhang massala, 
while nothing is exceptionally mixed with ganja 
beyond tobacco, Dhatura is not used in mixing 
with bhang and ganja. The object of the admix- 
ture of the above flavouring ingredients and dried 
fruits with bhang, called bhang massala, is to 
render the preparation pleasant to the taste and 
mild in its effects, The common bhaug massala 
is composed of pepper, poppy seeds, rose-flowers, 
carraway sceds and sugar, which is used by the 
middle classes of the people. 


30. The extent of the consumption of bhang 
and ganja in solitude or in company cannot be 
ascertained without reliable statistics ; however, 
their consumption is mainly confined to the male 
sex, but not to any time of life. It is not usual 
for children to consume bhang or ganja. The 
consumption of cbaras is practically unknown in 
Gujarat. 

31, The habit of consuming bhang or ganja 
may easily be formed by frequenting the socioty 
of the consumers of such drugs, The habit is not 
difficult to break off. There is a tendency in the 
ease of bhang and ganja for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive when one is associated 
with habitual excessive consumers. 





. ras Is 
practically unkuown in Gujarat, 

21. As only flat ganja is imported and sold by 
the Government farmers in Gujarat, round or 
chur ganja is practically unknown, and conse- 
quently no choice is left to the people to prefer 
a particular kind of gauja for smoking in Gujarat, 

22. No charas, native or foreign, is either im- 
ported or used in Gujarat, under the terms of the 
existing license granted to the farmers for bhang, 
ganja, and pak, 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking in any 
Jocalities by any classes of people and to any 
extent in Gujarat. 


94, Muhammadans and Hindus eat bhang 
to a limited extent, but both classes of people 
drink bhang in almost all localities where people 

vol. vii 








$2.—_There—is—a— religious ceremony called 
“ Abbisek’”’ of the Mahadev in temples performed 
by Brahmins, in which some prepared bhang mix- 
ture is dribbled through a pot hung over the head 
of the Mabadev on certain occasions; but simple 
water may be used instead when the bhavg mix- 
ture is not available. ‘he use of bhang and ganja 
is not regarded as essential in connection with avy 
social or religious customs. 


88. The consumption of bhang and ganja is not 
favourably regarded by considerate people, except 
the habitual consumers, There is no public 
opinion, social or religious, ia regard to tbe prac- 
tice. Tbe use of bhang and ganja is generally in 
disrepute, except amongst habitual consumers, 
who are addicted to their use. There is no custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on certain occa- 
sions by certain sects of the people in Gujarat. 


2u 
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34. It would perhaps be a serious privation to 
Mubammadan and Hindu religious mendicants to 
forego the consumption of bhang and ganja, which 
help professional beggars to while away their time 
in intoxication. Ganja is especially considered to 
produce bodily heat, and belp those poor wretches 
against inclement weather and want of sufficient 
clothing, In the absence of any reliable statistics 
the probable number of each class of such people 
cannot be ascertained. 


35. It would neither be feasible nor justifiable 
to prohibit the use of bhang or ganja in British 
territory without the co-operation of the surround- 
ing and intervening Native States, whence the 
drugs would be smuggled and consumed illicitly. 
Tf all the Native States in India consent to co- 
operate with the British Government, the prohi- 
bition could be enforced. The prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers 
in general, and such of the religious mendicants 
in particular. Such discentent would not amount 
to a political danger, because the consumers of 
bbhang and ganja form only a microscopic minority 
as compared to the population of India, and who 
cannot expect any support from the masses. (a) 
The prohibition of bhang and ganja would be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
amongst people who have no religious prejudices 
against the use of aleohol, provided that they 
could incur increased expenditure; but non-drink- 
ing Hindus and Muhammadans would not take to 
alcoholic stimulants owing to the probibition of 
bhang and ganja under any circumstances. (0) 
The prohibition of bhang and ganja may some- 
times be followed by recourse to opium iu rare 
cases amongst non-drinking classes. 


36. There is no reason for thinking that highly 
excised alcohol is now being to a certain extent 
substituted for cheap intoxicants like bhang and 
ganja, but, on the contrary, bhang and ganja are 
substituted for alcohol by poor drinking elasses of 
people, who cannot afford money to indulge in 
costly aleohol, and the increased consumption and 
revenue of the intoxicating drugs is a proof of its 
reality. 


40. The use of ghi or clarified butter saturated 
with the intoxicating property of bhang prepared 
in the manner described in the answer of question 
No, 2 regarding the preparation of the pak is 
prescribed by native doctors, called hakims and 
vaids, in ceriain medicinal preparations. No ganja 
is so used in medicina] preparations. Bhang is 
also used in the treatment of cattle disease, but 
not ganja. 


41. (a) The moderate use of bbang and ganja 
is considered beneficial in their effects as a food 
accessory, or digestive, as could be ascertained 
from the consumers only, which statement could 
be taken for what it is worth. 


(6) The moderate use of bhang and ganja are 
said to give staying power under severe exertion 
or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue, as could be as- 
certained from the consumers only. 


(c} Bhang and ganja are not considered bene- 
ficial in their effects as a febrifuge or preventive 
of disease in malarious and unhealtby tracts. 


(d) Bhang is supposed to be beneficial in its 
effects as a food accessory or digestive, to give 
staying power under severe exertion or exposure, 
or to alleviate fatigue in cattle and horses when 
mixed with bajri, flour, jagri, pepper, alum, ginger 
turmeric, and garlic. ‘ye 


No ganja is used for the purposes indicated in 


clauses (a), (2) and (¢). Muhammadan and Hindu 
religious mendicants use bhang and ganja for any 
of the above purposes, whose proportion cannot 
be ascertained. I refer to the moderate habitual 
use in clauses (a) and (6) and moderate oceasioual 
use of bhang in clause (¢). Charas is not used in 
Gujarat. 

42. Although I am not inclined to believe in 
the beneficial effects of the moderate use of bhang 
and ganja, I consider their moderate use to be 
harmless from what I could gather by personal 
interviews with moderate cousumers and a glance 
on their constitution, 


48. Yes; I thiuk so. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
bhang and ganja ou the habitual consumers is 
said to be refreshing, producing moderate intoxi- 
cation, and creating appetite. The effect of bhang 
lasts for about six hours, and that of ganja for 
about three hours ; the after-effects of bhang and 
ganja are unpleasant feelings of lassitude. The 
want of subsequent gratification produces longing 
or uneasiness. 


45. The habitual moderate use of bhang and 
gauja does not apparently produce any noxious 
effects, physical, meutal or moral ; does not impair 
the constitution in any way, injure the digestion 
or cause loss of appetite, cause dysentery, bron- 
chitis or asthma, impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery. 
It does not deaden the intellect or produce in- 
sanity. 


46. The habitual excessive use of bhang pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical or mental, impairs 
the constitution, injures the digestion or causes 
loss of appetite, induces laziness, deadens the in- 
tellect to some extent, but it does not produce 
insanity. The habitual excessive use of ganja pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical or mental ; impairs 
the constitution ; injures the digestion, or causes 
loss of appetite; causes dysentery, bronchitis or 
asthma ; induces laziness ; deadens the intellect or 
produces insanity, temporary or permanent. The 
symptoms of temporary insanity may be re-in- 
duced by the use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint, Insanes who have no recoded ganja 
history confess to the use of the drug. There is 
a Brahmin named Ravisankar Guupatram, aged 
about 22 years, inhabitant of Anklesvar, au insane 
from the effects of the habitual excessive use of 
ganja, at present confined in the lunatic asylum at 
Ahmedabad. There are other semi or temporary 
insanes named Vanmali Morar, a tailor, aged 
about 30 years; Jelu Manishankar, a Brabmin, 
aged about 25 years ; Aju Gulab,a Mubammadan, 
aged about 32 years, at Ankleswar; and many 
others elsewhere. 


58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in my province of Gujarat 
with respect to hemp drugs, and I do not consider 
it to be working well, which is capable of im- 
provement, Under the present excise administra- 
tion of hemp drugs, the exclusive privilege of 
import, manufacture and retail sale of hemp drugs 
is granted to the highest bidder on a lump sum 
of an annual guaranteed minimum revenue. The 
farmer is alluwed to purchase bhany from local 
cultivators free of duty at any prices, or import 
from other districts covered under permits on 
payment of Rs. 5 for the first 10 maunds and Re. 1 
for each subsequent 2 maunds. The ‘ pak ” is 
manufactured locaily by the farmer as described 
in the answer for question No, 2. Since no 
vetail price is fixed in the license, the farmer can 
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sell bhang, ganja and pak at bis own prices, At 
present bhang is sold from 5 to 6 annas per Tb, 
ganja from Ke. 1 to Re. 1} per Ib and pak from 
Re. 1 to Re. 1} per tb. he retail sale accounts 
kept at shops are unsatisfactory, The actual con- 
sumption may be disguised, as deteriorated bhang 
and ganja destroyed and accounted for in the 
column of loss from deterioration and destruction, 
thus rendering actual statistics of consumption 
unsatisfactory. 

59, The manufacture of pak, local purchase of 
bhang, and import of bbang and ganja should be 
sufficiently controlled, and stocks to be kept in a 
central district depot from whence each drug to 
be issued to retail shops covered under permits, 
proper accounts kept, deteriorated drugs destroyed 
in the presence of responsible officers, retail price 
of each drug fixed in the license, and the limit of 


the least noxious out of the three drugs, Next to 
bhang is ganja, and the worst is charas. These 
are my reasons for the different rates of taxation 
of the three drugs I suggest. 

66. No. 


67. Yes; the ultimate incidence of the tax on 
the consumers of ganja, bhang and charas is 
quite insignificant, and out of all proportion to 
that on the consumers of alcohol and opium when 
the relative intoxicating property of each drag is 
considered along with its price. 


68. There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs, or their preparations, where 
they may be consumed on the premises in my 
province of Gujarat. However, some unlicensed 
sale of prepared bhang is practised at Surat which 
may be suppressed. 





retail sale and possession by any one person on 
any one day to be reduced from $0 to 10 tolas. 
The farm for each district should be given on 
‘the central depdt, annual guaranted minimum 
vend, and definite duty system.” The farmer 
should be restricted to the sale of such quantity of 
the drugs as may be covered under the annual 
minimum revenue guaranteed under his license, 
and calculated at a certain rate of duty fixed per 
1b of each drug sold, as is the case with the 
country spirit farms at present, and was the case 
with the opium farms before the guaranteed mini- 
mum vend system was abolished. 

62, The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should be controlled by 
granting licenses for cultivation, registering the 
area under cultivation, collecting, weighing aud 
storing the produce under Government supervision 
which may be issued and transported, covered 
under permits granted by competent authorities for 
local consumption “ at the district central 
authorized depét ” for tie farmer, or transported 
to other districts as may be necessary, and proper 
accounts kept of each transaction. 


63. Yes; I have objection to the present system 
of (a) wholesale, (4) retail vend of (1) ganja, 
(2) charas, (3) bhang, or preparations of them, 
which I have fully described, and indicated the im- 
provements I suggest in the answers for the 
questions 58 and 59, which I consider unnecessary 
to repeat here. 


64. Yes. The existing regulations governing 
the export and import of these drugs or of their 
preparations from and into my province or that 
transport within the province are unsatisfactory, 
because the farmer may import, export or trans- 
port the drugs from one place or district to 
another place or district, under permits which are 
never scrutinized, or the storage kept under Gov- 
ernment control, and satisfactory accounts of each 
transaction are not kept. Illicit drugs could not 
be distinguished from licit or the mischief traced. 

65. Yes; in my opinion the taxation of (1) 
Ganja, (2) charas, (3) bhang is not reasonable 
with reference (a) to each other, (4) to alcoholic 
er other intoxicant. I would suggest an excise 


69. The wishes of the people are settom—con-——— 


sidered in any way before a shop is opened in any 
locality. The revenue and police authorities are 
only consulted before the opening of a shop is 
sanctioned. I think it would be advisable to con- 
sider local public opinion in such matters. 


70. There are cases of illicit import or smug- 
gling of hemp drugs from the Native States of 
Baroda, Rewa Kantha and Mabikantha, which 
surround and interlace the province of Gujarat, 
although the actual offences on record are few. 
These drugs are so small in bulk and easy to trans- 
port that detection is very difficult and sometimes 
impossible. There is use of untaxed drugs toa 
certain extent which may be greatly aggravated 
by enhancing the duty on them for licit import 
and sale. ‘Ihe only remedy would be the co- 
operation of the Native States concerned with the 
British Government in maintaining an uniform 
system of taxation, import, sale, and transport as 
inthe case of opium at present ; otherwise the 
Native States will gain in revenue at the cost of 
the British Government if they may be pleased to 
raise the taxes on the drugs as suggested in the 
answer for question No. 65. The proportion of 
habitual moderate and excessive as well as occa- 
sional consumers of these drugs could only be 
ascertained by actual enumeration through the 
village officers in each district under the directions 
of the Collector any time, or on the occasion of 
the census. During the tenure of my opium farm 
for the Broach district for the years 1890-91 and 





1891-92, I have induced the Collector at Broach 
to order the preparation of a list of opium-eaters 
residing in each village through the mamlatdar 
and village officers in each taluka, with the quan- 
tity or value of opium consumed by each person 
per diem. ‘'hese lists were scrutinized and cor- 
rected by my private preventive Inspectors on 
personal inquiries at each village, and they proved 
to be greatly instrumental in calculating the 
actual consumption of opium in each village, 
and tracing the illicit import, sale and consump- 
tion of the drug from the surrounding and inter- 
vening Native territories of Baroda aud Rajpipla. 
In the same manner lists of consumers of each 
intoxicating drug may be prepared and corrected - 
yer 





duty—of Re. per 1b,-on bhang, Re. 3-pertb.on—from—ti 


ganja, and Rs, 5 per Ib, on charas, Bhang is 


deducing the requisite statistics, 





114. Evidence of Kisan Duxicuanp, Licensed Vendor of Ganja, Nasik. 


1. Ihave been a dealer in ganja for the last 
thirty years and cultivator of the same for the last 


seven or eight years, 
vol, vil. 


2. The definition of ganja stated in question 2 
will serve the purpose of the inquiry, 
7, I cultivate the hemp plant for the production 
2H2 





of ganja and bhang only. According to my 
knowledge there are some 30 acres of land under 
cultivation where hemp is grown. 


8. There is no increase or decrease in its culti- 
vation in this district for the last eight years. 


9, The land is first prepared as for other agri- 
cultural purposes and the seeds are sown at the 
distance of 24 fect in rows, When the seeds come 
above ground, all male plants are from time to 
time detected and destroyed. This goes on from 
four to five months, when the female flower stalks 
are removed and dried. ‘This forms ganja, while 
bracts and some other leaves form bbang. 


14. In this district (Nasik) bhang and ganja are 
only produced. 


16, Ganja and charascannot be prepared from 
plants wherever grown, for the substance is spoilt 
if the male plants are not destroyed. 

18, Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping. It 
quite loses its effect in time. With good care it 
may be preserved from two to three years. 

19, Ganja and charas are only used for smoking. 
In rare cases people eat ganja or charas. 

9(), Inthis district charas is very rarely used. 
Men from all classes smoke ganja. Consumers of 
the drug are, however, to be found in large 
majority in the bairagi and gosavi class. 

23, Bhang is never used for smoking. 


24, Men from all classes drink bhanga. 


20 


which is first moistened by washing. Dhatura is 
used with ganja in order to produce extraordinary 
intoxicating properties. Like punch there is a 
preparation of ganja consisting of five in- 
gredients:—-ganja, arseMic, aconite, nux vomica 
and opium. 

30. I have not known women using these 
drugs, 

31. The habit is easily formed. If a person 
daily uses one of these drugs for six months he 
usually becomes addicted to it. It is not very 
difficult to give vp the habit when newly formed. 
In confirmed cases it is rather hard for the person 
to break it off. There is always a tendency in all 


intoxicating substances to develop into the ex- 
cessive from moderate habit. 


33. There is no religious prohibition for the 
consumption of any of these drugs. ‘The higher 
classes of society entertain a kind of prejudice 
against a consumer of any of these drugs, for it is 
only in the low class people that ganja smoking, 
ete., is not looked upon as immoral. 


85. It would occasion serious discontent. The 
prohibition would not amount toa political danger. 
People would take to alcoholic stimulants, 


41. The moderate use of any of the drugs is 
benelicial if the consumer uses good food. Its use 
alleviates fatigue. 


43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 





28, (a) Nearly five tolas, cost 1} annas. 


(b) Double the quantity. 
29, Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja, 


44.+— produ 
never raises the spirit, but it generally depresses. 
The effect lasts from two to three hours, Its after- 
effects are languor and dulluess, 








115, Evidence of Nannu Maan B-SHatce, Hunicipat Secretary, Surat. 


1, I have had numerous opportunities of ob- 
tajning information during my services extending 
over t wenty -sixyears—lIst, as Overseer, Local Fund 
Canals, in the Hyderabad (Sind) and Shikarpar 
districts, 2ndly, as Municipal Secretary at Shikar- 
par, 8rdly, as Municipal Secretary at Surat, 
dthly, as Administrator of the Sachin State, and 


5thly, during my travels in Northern India, Bengal | 


and Caleutta. During the above period I had the 
opportunity of seeing the hemp being cultivated, 
of talking with cultivators, drinkers and smokers 
of bhang and ganja and charas, aud of marking 
the effects thereof produced on the consumers, 


Since the receipt of the Government communi- 
vation No. 7893 of 10th October 1893, I have 
instituted special enquiries by actually visiting the 
fields where hemp is grown some 9 miles from 
Surat, inviting drinkers of bhang and smokers of 
ganja aud charas to my residence, and hearing 
from them their experiences, taking notes of the 
effects produced on their respective countenances, 
avd constitutions. 


9, The definitions given may be accepted so 
far as bhang and ganja are concerned. As re- 
gards charas my own idea and detinitions are 
somewhat different. Charas is the name applied 
to the dew-drops, dirt and resinous matter stick- 
ing to the plant and collected by a curious pro- 
cess which 1 will explain in my oral examination. 
It is of course resinous matter, but not entirely 
SO. 

8. Hemp plant is not seen by me growing spon- 
‘ancously without any seed. So far as I know, 


| 
| 


ee ee eee 8 


| 
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hemp growing in the alluvial deposits on the 
banks of the Indus or the Ganges and of the 
canals flowing from it, is the production of the 
seed washed away or brought by the muddy water 
of the rivers, but I have never seen it growing 
abundantly. I have seen hemp growing on the 
bills near Sehwan, and it at first appeared to me 
to be growing spontaneously, but I soon dicovered 
that parrots, while returning to their nestson the 
hills, brought a branch or tops of the hemp plant 
from the territories of His Highness Mir Ali 
Murad Khan, Jaipur, on the opposite side and 
dropped the seeds there. The name of the bbang 
grown from these seeds is bhang-i-kohi or Kohis- 
tani. I will speak about its properties at the 
proper place, 

4. In the Surat district there is a kind of wild 
hemp growing in the hemp fields, It is known 
by the name of bhangra, 

5. For the growth of the wild hemp, except good 
loamy soil and moderate supply of water, no 
special condition is necessary. I bave seen it 
growing at 2U to 500 feet above the sea level. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp is scattered 
and not dense. Two plants can hardly be seen 
together, 

7. In the Surat district, Charasi taluka, in the 
villages of Bhatpur, Itechapur, and Kanar, the 
cultivation of the hemp is carried on for the pro- 
duction of (c) bhang only. About 30 bighas of 
land is generally used in the cultivation. No 
attempt is being made here to produce ganja and 
charas, nor is fibre extracted from the stems of 


ations. It 
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the plant. At Broach and Nadiad hemp is grown 


for use as bhang only, but not to such an extent 
as in Surat. 


8. There bas been a continval decrease in the 
area under cultivation every year owing to the 
worry and trouble the cultivator is put. In the 
first instance, before putting the seed into the 
ground he must apnly to the mamlatdar for a 
pass; secondly, while the plant is growing he js 
generally watched by abkari officers and the con- 
tractor; and thirdly, when the crop is ready he 
must remove it under a jass and give it to the con. 
tractor for what he chooses to pay, i.e, he is at 
the merey of the contractor, who generally has 
the contract for the whole province as at present. 


9. The cultivation of hemp is generally com- 
menced from the middle of the rainy season till 
the cold season or till December in Gujarat and in 
July or August in Sind, The soil necessary for 
hemp cultivation is loamy or sandy. The ground 
is first levelled and cleared of shrubs, ete. It is 
then flooded and ploughed up, the seed jis then 
put in by means of phatke (tubular vertical in- 
strument). Too much water is injurious to the 
growth of the hemp. If there is no suffcient 
moisture the field is watered once or twice. The 
low, sandy, clayish banks of rivers are overrun 
once or twice with water, like the Indus or the 
Tapti, known as fateho in Sind and dhata in 
Gujarat, is best suited for the growth of hemp. 


10, In Sind and other places and in Surat the 
cultivation of hemp is confined not to one class. 
The cultivators are of the same class as other 
cultivators ; any cultivator having Jand suitable for 
the growth of hemp may cultivate it. 

11. In Sind, in the territories of His High- 
ness Mir Ali Murad Khan, ganja is raised from 
the same seedas bhang. The plant intended for 
ganja becomes generally stunted on account of 
harder and rocky nature of soil underneath it, 
The leaves get shrivelled. This is the distinguish- 
ing feature of the plant which is left for ganja, 
which is a female plaut. The flowers and tops of 
the branches assume the same form. The flowery 
tops of the wild hemp plant known in Sind as Kohi 
or Kohistani possesses even without their being 
made into flat or round ganja, the properties of 
ganja and much searched after by fakirs and 
sadhbus visiting those regions, 


12. No. I have no reason to suppose that wild 
hemp is specially cultivated anywhere for the 
production of ganja. 

13. No; on the contrary in Gujarat, 2.¢., at 
Surat, Broach and Nariad, the cultivation of the 
hemp plant is restricted for bhang, It might be 
so restricted in Sind for aught I know. The 
cultivation of hemp for ganja alone is also pos- 
sible in Gujarat. The conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, etc., are the same as for the cultivation 
of hemp; for bhang, a little richer soil, mixed 
with rotten leaves manure, is perhaps necessary, 

14, Yes; only bhavg is prepared from the 
hemp plant in the province of Gujarat, 2.¢., in 
the Surat, Broach and Kaira districts. In North- 
ern India, Sind and the Deccan ganja is produc- 
ed from the hemp plant. So far as I know, 
charas is made at Yarkand and North Afgbani- 
stan. The extent of the cultivation of hemp plant 
for bhang only in Surat is about 80 bigbas, yield- 
ing about 300 maunds of bhang. 

15. From the cultivated hemp plant the follow- 
ing two articles are made in the province of 
Sind :— 


Bhang, which is of two kinds, (1) bbang 


khuti, and (2) bhang ghumdini. Bhang 
khuti is the compound of leaves with seeds 
mixed together. This is commonly used 
for making majum (bhang sweetmeat) and 
bhang ghi to be eaten. Bhang ghumdini 
is the topmost branch of the plant with 
leaves and seeds sticking to it, aud used 
for drinking after it is well pounded and 
mixed with water. This is also done in 
Gujarat. 

Ganja is known here to be of three kinds— 
(1) flat’ or chapat, (2) round or ghundi, 
or bandi kali, and (8) chur or broken, 
This is used for smoking. 


I have read in books and heard how charas is 
made in Yarkand, ete, It is also used for 
smoking. 


16. Bhang is prepared by the people in their 
houses. It is also sold in liquid or dry state in 
the bazar. It can be prepared from the plant 
wherever it grows. Yes; ganja can also be so 
prepared, but not charas, the preparation of which 
is peculiar, and I will describe it, if required, 
orally: 

17. The preparations of the hemp drug are 
made almost by all classes, Hindus and Muham- 
madans throughout India. Some Parsis also 
prepare and drink bhang in Surat, 


18, Yes; all three drugs deteriorate by keeping 
them over a year after the crop is cut or gather- 
ed. It loses its effect by time. With ordinary 
care it keeps for a year or two. The atmospheri- 
cal changes and exposure deteriorate the effects of 
the drug. Ifafter the crop is cut and dried. it 
is kept in hermetically sealed tin cases, it is likely 
to retain its eflects for a longer period. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking, 
At Faizabad in Northern India, ganja is even 
eaten. It is generally passed round in company, 
and every one present takes a pinch or two and 
puts it in his mouth. 


20. Charas and ganja are smoked by the Hindus 
and Muhammadans, ¢.¢., bairagis, sadhus, fakirs and 
others throughout India wherever they are avail- 
able. Ganja is mostly smoked in Gujarat, where 
charas is not available. 


21, Round, or what is commonly known as 
bandi kali or baluchar, is preferred for smoking, 
Flat or chapat ganja is said not to be so intoxi- 
cating as round or baluchar ganja, 


22. Charas is not used in the province of Guja- 
rat, Sometimes small quantities are found with 
sadhus and bairagis or fakirs coming from North- 
ern India, Benares, etc., but it is kept by them 
more for show than for actual use, 


23. Bbhang is not used for smoking, 


24. In Sind bhang is drunk almost by all 
classes, Hindus or Muhammadans, males or 
females, and even by children. When mixed with 
massala and properly prepared, it is one of the most 
cooling and refreshing drinks, specially during the 
hot weather. I have personally drunk it when I 
wasin Sind with great advautage to my health, 
I will state my experience of it in my oral examin- 
ation. In Gujarat it is generally drunk by some 
of the Hindus and Mubammadans, and specially by 
the jewellers, Itisa usual drink for the fakirs 
and sadhus. About 30 per cent. of the Hindu 
male population and 10 per cent, Mubammadan 
male population and 1 per cent. Parsi male popu- 
lation drink bhang in Surat. Bhang is not euten 
except in majum and ghi, 
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25, In Sind and Gujarat the use of ganja and 
bhang ison the increase, as they kept the per- 
sons using or consuming them in good humour, 
produce appetite, digestion and rest, and are not 
so heating as other intoxicating drugs and drinks 


the Hindus for aught I know it may be different, 
It is drunk or smoked by Hindn sadhus and 


- Muhammadan fakirs with incantation, invoking 


the aid of Mahadeo or Ana] Hak or Shah Bahawal 
Hak, ete. 





AYE. 








(a) 70 per cent. of habitual moderate con- 
sumer ; 


(2) 20 per cent, habitual excessive constimers ; 

(c) 5 per cent. occasional moderate consum- 
ers; and 

(2) 5 per cent. occasional excessive con- 
sumers of bhang and ganja. 


27. From the Hindus and Mussalmans. They 
are mostly sadbus, bairagis and fakirs, and some are 
well-to-do Hindus and Muhammadans, There are 
various circumstances which lead one to contract 
the habit of drinking bhang and smoking ganja. 

28. I give below the average allowance and cost 
of each drug per day— 

(a) Habitual moderate bhang drinker com- 
sumes about 12 pies weight, worth about 
8 pies. 

Habitual moderate ganja smoker smokes about 
94 pies weight or about 2 annas worth, 

(2) Habitual excessive consumer of bhang 
takes about half a ib, or about three 
anuas worth of bhang. 

Habitual excessive smoker of ganja takes about 
fifty pies weight, worth about five annas, 

29, The well-to-do drinkers of bhang generally 
mix almonds, pistachios, poppy seeds, pepper, 
cardamoms, pumpkin seed, cummin and aniseed. 
Dhatura is not mixed except by bairagis or 
sadhus who want to remain in unconscious or 
semi-conscious state. Ganja is ordinarily and 
exceptionally mixed with tobacco and smoked by 
all habitual consumers except some sadhus or baira- 
gis who smoke it in their chillum without any 
mixture to get more intoxicated. 

30. As to the extent of consumption of each of 
these drugs in solitude see my reply in paragraph 
28, In company more or about one-third more is 
used by each consumer. In Sind drinking of 
bhang is confined to both males and females, and 
in the ten days of Muharram pots of bhang sweet- 
ened with sugar or jagri are kept in the bazar 
for use by the masses of all ages, males and females, 
except Hindus who have their own bbhang pots. 
Ganja is smoked also by sadhus’ children, and 


there is no limit of age when they commence 
smoking, 


31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs — 


is gradually formed but not easily broken. it 
develops from moderate into excessive habit in 


company or when the persou using bhang or ganja 
is in an indifferent health, 


3%. Except amongst the sadhus and fakirs there 
is no custom, social or religious, to use these 
drugs, It is often said that a man is not admitted 
into the fraternity or class of fakirs or sadhus 
unless he commences with the drinking of bhang 
or the smoking of ganja. Bhang is generally 
temperately druuk by the fakirs, but ganja is 
excessively smoked by the sadhus. It is likely 
to lead to formation of habit, otherwise injurious. 

34. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded by educated people with dis- 
favour. The Muhammadan religion prohibits the 
use of any intoxicating drug or liquid, Amongst 















the drugs they use. I know of fakirs and sadhus 
living for days together by simply smoking ganja 
or drinking bhang. It is in fact their food. I 
can form no idea as to the number of each class, 
having no census statistics before me, but it may 
be put down that at least 15 per cent. of the whole 
population of India will be put to the serious pri- 
vation. They cannot at once give up the use, 
fearing attacks of asthma, want of rest, appetite, 
and indigestion. : 

35. It would not be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs in the present generation at 
Jeast. The drugs would be illicitly consumed. 
The prohibition will cause serious discontent and 
lead to danger. Education is the only means of 
making the future generation understand the dis- 
advantages arising from the consumption of any of 
these drugs. No end of preaching will have any 
effect on habitual consumers, I do not think the 
prohibition would be followed by recourse to (a) 
alcoholic stimulants, or (4) other drugs. 


36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being substituted for any of these drugs. 
On the contrary, fakirs and sadhus bate alcoholic 
drink. 1 actually tried this by offering spirituous 
liquor to them, but they would not drink it. 


37, Charas is said to be more intoxicating than 
ganja. It is more injurious to human constitution 
than ganja. 

38. ‘The three different preparations of ganja 
produce different effects on the consumers on 
account of the three being a degree more or less 
intoxicating. Proper effect is secured by the con- 
sumer increasing or decreasing the quantity of the 
ganja according to its strength, 

See my answer to paragraph 21, 





39. The smoking of any preparation of hemp 
plant is more injurious than drinking or eating 
bhang, as the latter is more cooling and less 
intoxicating. 

40, In Unant Tid and Persian books on medi- 
cines, like Mujarrebat Bo Ali, published at Agra 
by Munshi Kishanlal, Majarrebat Akbarz published 
at Bombay by Mohamed Husen, the uses of these 
drugs are prescribed for different ailments, etc. 
The Makhzan-ul-Advia describes the advantages 


and disadvautages arising by the consumption of 
these drugs. 


41. The moderate use of charas, ganja or bhang 
is considered beueticial —— 


(a) as a food accessory or digestive ; 

(4) as giving staying power under severe 
exertion or exposure or alleviation of 
fatigue ; 

(c} as a febrifuge or preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. I have 
seen sadhus enduring after a smoke of 
ganja any amount of cold without feeling 
its least effect. I have seen sadhus stand- 
ing in ice-like cold water throughout the 
wiuter night and morning with north- 
east cold wind blowing. I have also 
seen Muhammadans and Hindu labourers 
after a good drink of bhang working 
night and day stopping breaches of bunde 
aud banks of canals without any bad 
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effect on their health. In Sind about 60 
per cent. of population use the drugs, 
specially bhang moderately, 


42. The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
for reasons given above. 


43. Moderate or even excessive consumers of 
any of these drugs are harmless and inoffensive to 
their neighbours. They are never aggressive. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumer is 
refreshing, It produces slight intoxication. It 
allays hunger and creates appetite, Its effeets 
last for five or six hours, and the after-effects are 
not bad. 


45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effects. It 
does vot impair the constitution nor does it injure 
the digestion or cause loss of appetite. It is 
said to prevent dysentery, bronchitis, or asthma. 
It does not impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery, 
Moderate drinking of bbang and smoking of ganja 
does not deaden the intellect and produce insanity ; 
and | have no personal knowledge of any moderate 
consumer becoming insane or suffering from any 
mental anxicty or brain disease. Nor can the 
fakirs or sadhus whom I have consulted lay their 
hand on a particular person by way of example. 


46. Habitual excessive use of these drugs is 
simply injurious, but personally I do not know 
any habitual excessive consumer becoming insane, 
nor have I been informed of any case by the fakirs 
and sadhus with whom I have been meeting and dis- 
cussing this matter, ‘To such consumers the drugs 
are harmless, but to novices it is very harmful. 


47 and 48. It is not hereditary, nor doesit affect 
the children of moderate consumers so far as I 
know and I am informed by the fakirs and sadhus, 


49 and 50. I do not know; but Persian medical 
books, mentioned in paragraph 40, recommend use 
of bhang and majum (bbang sweetmeat) for excite- 
ment of passion and sexual intercourse. 

51. There are not many bad characters I know 
of who are habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs the use of which discourages crimes. 


52, Excessive use of any of these drugs will 
make the consumers afraid of doing any such 
thing. 

53. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime, violent or 
otherwise, I do not kuow of any case in which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. From what I know, these drugs have the 
advantage of discouraging any act of violence or 
crime. There is a Sindhi proverb that a bhangi 
(bhang drinker) may boast of high deeds, but 
when he is once drunk he is powerless to do any- 
thing. The defeat of the Sindbis at the battle 
of Miani near Hyderabad is always attributed to 
the effects of bhang. 

55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims to partake of any of these 
drugs. Complete stupefaction is produced with 
the admixture of dhatura. 

56. The effects of hemp used in moderation or 
in excess, mixed with dhatura, greatly increase 
intoxication. 

57. Ganja is said to be eaten in Faizabad on the 
Gomti, In a company of fakirs or bairagis, a 
basket or box of ganja is passed round. It is said 
to be very intoxicating. I have no personal ex- 
perience of this. 

60 and 61. No, 


62. No. It is quite feasible. The practice of 
obtaining a license before hemp is cultivated is 
quite sufficient. 

63. No. 

64. The present restrictions are quite sufficient. 


65, The present taxation on bhang, charas, and 
ganja is excessive. If it is reduced, it will not 
affect alcoholic or other intoxicants. 

66 and 67. No. 

68. There are shops for the sale of these drugs, 
also of their preparations. These are harmless 
places, 

69, No; the wishes of the people are not con- 
sulted when a shop is opened ia any locality; I 
think people should be consulted, 


70. I am not aware. 





116. Evidence of Rao Bawapur Venxat Ranco Karri, Pensioner, Dharwar. 





1, My personal experience and information from | 
two friends who have served long in the Abkari ' 
department, and intimacy with persons using hemp — 


drugs. 

2. Nothing but seed is produced from the male, 
Ganja, bhang and all varieties come from the 
female. Round ganja is not sold in this district. 


3. Hemp neither grows spontaneously nor is 
cultivated in the Dharwar district. The Jath 
State is the nearest tract to Dharwar where the 
flaut is cultivated. I have, however, seen the 
mule plant spontaneously grown singly in my 
garden once or twice. 

7, No. 

14, No. Ganja and bhang come from the Satara 
distriet, especially from a town named Lengre. 
Charas is never sold in the bazar, and searcely any 
man knows it. 

15. Preparations for eating aod drinking :— 

Rough majum.—Ganja cleaned and dried on 

fire is powdered and strained through cloth, 
The powder is then putiu a strong (pukka) 


| 
j 


} 





syrup prepared of refined sugar or raw sugar 
while on fire. The mixture is immediately 
poured on a smooth board greased with ghee, 
and when it cools, it is cut into small slices 
for use. This majum was formerly sold under 
license, but latterly from about ten years it 
is not sold in the bazar. 


Refined majum.—Ganja, washed perfectly clean 
by rubbing with bands in water, is boiled in 
water. When the water assumes green 
colour, butter in the proportion of one-balf 
kacha seer to half a seer of ganja is put in 
the boiling water. When a thick green 
cream is seen on the surface, the pot is re- 
moved from fire, and its contents are strained 
through a rough woollen cloth so as the 
strained water containing the essence of ganja 
mixed with butter would fall into the basin of 
cold water. When the water cools, a thick solid 
cream formed on tbe surface in the basin is 
carefully removed and the water thrown away. 
Then a pakka syrup of kacha 6 seers of good 
sugar is prepared,in which half a nutmeg, 4 
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tola of mace, } tolaof saffron, }tolaofalmonds, | 27. Bairagis and fakirs smoke ganja or drink 


4 or5 sloves, all powdered together are put 
together with the cream of ganja, and the 
whole is poured on a smooth board and slices 
eut as above stated. Habitual eaters take 
about a tola of this majum for a dose, 


Dudhia.—Bhang is cleaned and washed clean 
as above stated, and then pounded with water 
till it becomes very fine, The Jump is then 
mixed with milk in the proportion of 2 
tolas of the former to 4 kacha seers of the 
latter, and about a kacha seer of sugar is 
added to the whole. The above spices and 
dried grapes are also put in the mixture, which 
is then poured from a height of about 5 
feet into a pot placed on the flour. This 
operation of pouring continues till the fluid 
becomes so sticky as to form onesinglethrea 
from the upper pot to the lower. The more 
the fluid is sticky, the better is its narcotic 
quality and flavour, An expert drinker of 
dudhia can drink about two kacha seers of it 
at atime. Poor people mix milk and water in 
equal quantity or use water alone for prepar- 
ing this beverage. 


Some people swallow the lump of the bhang 
mixed with raw sugar or even alone, and some 
mix bhang with vegetables and flesh at the 
time of cooking. 


Bhang powder mixed with bread or husk is 
given to cattle which have bezome lean, This 
medicine makes them healthy. 


18. It keeps good for one year; after that it 
loses half its property and causes cough if smoked. 
It becomes totally useless after three years, The 
cause of deterioration seems to be the dampness of 
the climate. In dry climate it is said to continue 
undeteriorated for a longer time. 


19. Ganja is used for smoking and eating. 
Charas is generally not known; if specially 
brought, a very little quantity of it is used for 
smoking with ganja or tobacco, the proportion 
being about 1 to 20. 

20, All bairagis, gosains, fakirs and such other 
wanderers, Rajputs and Mussalmans, generally 
Marathas, Lengayets and artizans are less addicted ; 
Jains aud Brahmins rarely smoke; Puarsis and 
Hindu cultivators never, perhaps Christians also, 
T speak of ganja alone, and not of charas. 


21, Round ganja is not sold here, the flat is 
most used, the chur is not sold separately. Well- 
to-do smokers bring ganja from hazar and se- 
parate chur from it for their smoking; chur is 
thus much more costly and it is more effective 
than ganja. 

22, Charas is generally not known in this part. 

23. Not used for smokirg, 

24, Bairagis and fakirs drink bhang prepared 
in the manner stated under question 16. Other 





peopte are not addicted” to it. Some persons 
prepare dudhia on festive occasions, especially iu 
the hot seasou and take it at night asa luxury. 


25. More ganja is consumed every year. The 
number of consumers is therefore on the increase. 
The gezeral increase of population seems to be the 
chief if not the only cause, 


26. Respectable people of the classes stated 
under question 20 smoke ganja stealthily and 
moileratel y. 
very tare. Occasional moderate consumers can 
be found here and there among most classes, but 


occasional excessive consumers are not to be found 
anywhere, 


Excessive smokers among them ave | 


















Lhang to make attention steady and to wipe off 
fatigue. But among other people, want of oceu- 
pation is the principal cause which leads to the 
habit of using the hemp. Association with 
smokers and drinkers may be said to be the next 
cause leading to the habit. But in this case also 
want of occupation is requisite. Traders, sbop- 
keepers, cultivators and such other people who 
are engaged in their daily work from morniog till 
a late hour at night never think of ganja or bhang, 
though they are associated with persons addicted 
to them. 


28. Moderate habitual consumer requires about 
an ounce of ganja daily and an excessive consumer 
about double of that quantity. Ganja is sold at 
annas siX per seer, or quarter anna’s weight per 


The rate of bhang is half of ganja, 7.e., annas 
three per seer, or half auna’s weight per pice. 


29. Ganja is first washed clean by rubbing it in 
the hands with water and then it is put in the 
chillum for smoking with about half of its quantity 
of tobacco. Ganja smoked alone without the 
accompaniment of tobacco is believed to cause 
madness. If the quantity of tobacco exceeds that 
of ganja, it produces cough. I have not kuown 
anybody using dhatura with ganja or bhang; nor 
do I know bhang massala, See majum and do- 
dhia under question 15. 


30. Ganja is generally smoked in company ex- 
cept in the case of respectable people, who smoke 
it stealthily in solitude, Women are seldom 
known to smoke ganja or drink bhang. Majum 
is sometimes used by them. Children are not 
addicted to any of these. The habit of smoking 
begins with youth and grows to its utmost in old 
age, 

31. Bairagis and fakirs who have some good 
objects in view, as stated further on, cannot do 
without ganja and bhang, and in their case the 
habit rarely grows to excess, But in the case of 
other people want of occupation and association 
with consumers of ganja and bhang is the chief 
inducement for forming the habit; laziness being 
next to it. The same causes may be said to 
develop the habit into the excessive. ‘I'he habit 
once formed is not easy tu break off, 


32. People come from Northern India cousider 
themselves bound to use ganja and bhang in the 
festival of Durgapuja in Navaratra. ‘I'he lower 
classes in these parts take the liberty of smoking 
ganja moderately in fairs, but that does not neces- 
sarily lead to the formation of the habit. 


338. It is regarded with contempt in these parts. 
Public opinion (both social and religious) is de- 
cidedly against the practice, For the Hindu Dhar- 
mashastra is strongly opposed to the use of any 
narcotic or intoxicating drug. A verse of the 
Kigved counts drinking among great sins and 





woman, acceptance of donation from sinful per- 
sons, etc. The word surd pana in this verse in- 
cludes all drinks affecting the brain. Manu counts 
mada, which means both intoxication and narco- 
sis, among the ten vices caused by lust (ch. 7, 
verses 47, etc.). 


34, Certainly so. Bairagis and other wanderers 
cannot live without ganja for a moment, as they 
value it even more than food. ‘The other classes 
enumerated under question 20 would also feel it 
very hard to give up their habit, simply because it 
is the only Taxury they enjoy and because they 
cannot kill their time without its help, ‘he 





classes it with stealing gold, embracing a Shudra 


number addicted to ganja and bhang would not be 
less than 20 per cent. in this district. 


35, Ganja and bhang cannot be prohibited 

easily. Serious discontent among the consumers 

he-consequence. Still no political dan- 

ger need be apprehended, at any rate in Southern 

India, as most of the consumers are poor people 

having no influence in society. They will proba- 
bly take to drinking, 

36. So far as I have known, no such person can 
be found. A person addicted to either ganja or 
alcohol may contract the habit of the other and 
continue both. A person having both the habits 
occasionally substitutes ganja for liquor for want 
of sufficient money, but he then tries to get liquor 
as soon as possible. Liquor isa more costly luxury 
than ganja, and this explains why one addicted 
to ganja would not take to liquor, The influence 
of liquor is stronger, but of a shorter duration, 
while that of ganja is milder, but of a longer 
duration. This also explains why a person addicted 
to either would not leave it in favour of the other. 


87, Charas is believed to produce narcotic 
effect about twenty times more than common 
ganja. Sce answer to question 19. 


38. I have stated under question 21 that chur 
is much more effective than flat ganja. 

39. Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
any preparation of hemp; and eating the same is 
least injurious of all. Inordinate smoking makes 
the eyes smoky or red and the lips black, burns 
the blood and causes cough and constipation. 
Moderate smoking with nourishing food is least 
injurious, and proves tonic in some cases, Drink. 
iny bhang is not known to cause any of these in- 
juries, even though the food is not nourishing, 
Kating ganja or majum is equally harmless. All 
smokers of ganja are required to take a prepara- 
tion of fowl’s meat at least once in six months 
to avoid these diseases. Those who do not take 
animal food take butter, milk, or anavas for the 
same purpose. 

40. The properties of hemp or vijoya given in 
the Vidya Nighantu are as follows :— 

Vijoya or hemp is bilious, strong, bitter, hot, 
constipating, light for digestion ; it increases appe- 
tite, creates taste in the tongue, causes stupor, 
gives tone to speech or makes one talkative, causes 
swoon (when excessively used) aud is an antidote 
to phlegmatic and rheumatic affections, Hemp 
is further believed to make the attention steady ; 
and for this reason it is smoked or drunk by learned 
shastries in the north when they attend to their 
studies. They call hemp plant duyanavalh, or 
plant of knowledge, With regard to cattle dis- 
ease, see the last paragraph of uuswer to ques- 
tion 15, 


41. Ganja and bhang especially are believed to 
be digestive and tonic when moderately used. 


In medicine ganja is used as an antidote on the 
loss of manly power and on all varieties of diar- 
yhoa. I practice in native medicine, and give 
ganja on diarrhcea as follows :— Wash good ganja 
in clean fresh water by rubbing with hands tiil 
clean water instead of green issues from it. Then 
after drying in the sun mix it with a little fresh 
ghee (about one-tenth of its quantity) by rubbing 
with the hands. Bake the whole on fire and 
reduce it to a fine powder by pounding and strain- 
ing through cloth. Mix the powder with an 
equal quantity of red or raw sugar. The medicine 
is ready. This taken from } to } tola (nccording 
to the patient’s strength) at bed time effectively 
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checks all sorts of diarrhea including long-stand- 
ing saxgrahkant, in which undigested matter is 
accumulated and discharged alternately for short 
periods of about two or three days, 


42, I consider so. I have seen persons who 
smoke ganja once or twice a day and keep excel- 
lent health, They devour food like brates. But 
they become easily irritable and rather quarrel- 
some, 


43. They become somewhat hot-tempered and 
quarrelsome. “ Bhangat” and‘ ganjekas” are 
terms used as other words for quarrelsome. But 
these generally apply to those who indulge exces. 
sively in bhang or ganja, 


44. Moderate use immediately produces a state 
of drowsiness which is not unpleasant; excessive 
use stupefies or produces delirium, but never in- 
toxication. Moderate use is refreshing, creates 
appetite and makes the attention steady, thinking 
on the uppermost subject in the mind and per- 
formance of the work in hand, continuing without 
deviation till the effect lasts. Majum moderately 
taken at bed time gives good sleep. * None of the 
drugs are known to produce any after-effect, but 
the want of gratification at the appointed time 
makes one dispirited or dejected. 


45. (4) Yes. 
(c) No, 


(dz) It causes bronchitis, but checks dysentery 
and diarrhea, See under questions 39 and 41. 


See under question 39, 


It increases appetite. 


(e) It induces Jaziness and makes its consumers 
quarrelsome. 


(f) See under question 40. But habitual 
excessive use produces permanent insanity. I 
have seen in my youtha Brahmin aged 50 who 
had become insane by the use of ganjaand bhang 
from youth, At the time seen by me he ate no- 
thing but gram boiled with a handful of ganja or 
bhang, whichever he eould get. He did not sep- 
arately smoke ganja or drink bhang. The gram 
was once boiled in the morning and consumed till 
eveping. He never shaved his head or beard and 
appeared like a bairagi with sunken and smoky 
eyes, dried face aud black lips, though he was very 
healthy. He walked always bare-bodied and 
bathed daily in cold water. He behaved like a 
simpleton or a fool, and was perfectly harmless. 
His wife had expelled him from her house, and he 
importuned everybody he met to advise her to 
accept him. 


46. See the above answer. 


47. I cannot answer this question with certain- 
ty, but can tell something more about the same 
yan of whom [have spcken above. He was the 
son of a sage who is still remembered with respect 
and regard in the Southern Maratha country, and 
is said to have worked miracles. The insane son 
has left two daughters who are perfectly sane, 
and the son of one of them is now a mamlatdar, 
though very young. 


48, See the above answer. 


49. See under question 41. I know nothing 
about its use by prostitutes. So faras I have 
known, a moderate use of hemp for a short time 
to stimulate sexual desire is not at all injurious. 
I have known no case of impotence produced by 
hemp. 

50, Exccessive use of hemp may give rise to 
impotence as the consequence of constipation, 
which is its immediate effect. 
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51, The term “ bad character ” seems rather am- 
biguous. A moderate consumer of hemp in any 
form becomes irritable and raises quarrel at the 
slightest cause. Quarrelsomeness may lead to 
causing injury to others. Besides this | am not 
aware of any other crime which a moderate con- 
sumer of hemp is prone to commit. 


52. The above character is more marked if the 
consumer does not become insane. 

53. A Lengayet trader of this place, who was 
much addicted to smoking ganja, killed his own 
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brother in sleep at night, He denied the charge 
in his trial, but wasultimately hanged. Some 
other persons using ganja, who pass for respect- 
able men, are suspected of the same crime for the 
sake of money and other causes. 


54 to 56. I have no knowledge of the matter. + 
57. I have not known ganja used for drinking. 
As to its being used for eating, see answers to 


questions 15, 45, ete., where its effects are also 
stated, 





117. Evidence of Gurappa RacHarpa, Lengayet, Office of Shettt (Revenue and 
Police), Dharwar. 


1. As I have been serving as Shetti (Revenue 
and Police) of the town of Dharwar fora long 
time, I have had ample opportunities to deal with 
matters in connection with the hemp drugs. The 
information which I attempt to submit is conse- 
quently based on my long experience of the mode 
of living of the people addicted to the use of the 


drugs, and also on hearing the cultivators of the _ consisting of male and female and mixed up, are 


plant, contractors of farms, and traders dealing 
in them. 


| 


a 


2. The definitions, as given in No. 2 of the | 


questions, being equivocal, may be accepted for 
our province, 

3. The hemp plant grows spontaneously in the 
districts of Dharwar, Belgaum, Bijapur, Satara, 
and Ahmednagar, The plants grow wherever the 
seeds bappen to fall down on the ground in back 
yards or in other open places; but they do not 
yield ganja and die away as useless vegetables. 


4. Ganja is also known by the following names : 
(1) Green’ tobacco, which is called in Kanarese 
“hasara Jambak;” (2} Ascetie leaf, which is 
called in Kanarese “ shiddha patri ”’; and these 
terms refer exactly to ganja. 


The consumers of ganja are looked down by 
the public in general, as they are generally called 
in Kanarese “bhangi mukka, ganji mukka.” 
They cannot claim respect in society. They have 


preferred calling it by different names from that of ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 


hemp, but from those grown by cultivation. he 


of ganja, which is odious and detestable. 





area than before. ‘The increase in the area has 
been gradual, because the number of consumers 


is gradually increasing and the price of the hemp 
druys is rising. 


9. The laud in the first place is turned up, 
clods broken, and the soil prepared by putting 
manurial matters for cultivation. The seeds, 


sown from Ponarvasu to Pushya Nakshatras in 
the Hindu month of Shravana (corresponding 
English month August) in coulter drills. When 
the plants grow to the height of a foot or so and 
are dense, the male plants, which do not yield 
ganja are rooted out, to leave the female ones 
sufficient space between, If all the plants in a 
line are female, some of them also are rooted out 
to allow the rest sufficient space between, The 
space between the two plants should ordinarily be 
not less than a foot. If the plants are dense they 
do not thrive, and the yield is poor and deterior- 
ated in quality, The leaves of the female young 
plants are nipped off to invigorate their growth, 
It is harvested in December, 


10, The persons who cultivate hemp are not 
necessarily of any special class, They are of the 
classes from which fields are cultivated for agri- 
cultural produce, 


11. The plants cultivated for the production 





5, ‘Fhe-witd hemp -¢ wherever the seeds get 
into the ground, but does not yield any crop; 


therefore no special conditions ef climate, soil, — 


rainfall, ete., can be prescribed to be necessary. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp is ordinarily 
scattered hike tobacco’ plants. 

7. The hemp is cultivated in our province for 
the production of the ganja alone and and not for 
charas, which is the natural yield of the plants, 
and also not for bhang, which is obtained in 
course of the process of the preparation of the 


ganja and while packing it up for export. It is 
not cultivated for fibre or seeds. 


It is cultivated in (1) Lengre and Devikhindi, 
and in their surrounding villages in the Vithe 
taluka of the Satara district ; (2) in Savalgi of the 
Jamkbandi State ; (3) in Surdiin the Barsi taluka 
of the Sholapur district ; and (4) in some villages 
of the Ahmednagar district. It is cultivated in 
fields of which the soil is best fitted for the pur- 
pose, ‘The produce in these places suffices for the 
requirements of the district comprised in the 
Central and Sonthern Divisions. 


8. From the information obtainable, it is 
ascertained that the cultivation covers a larger 


seeds of the preceding year are preserved for 
sowing for the ensuing year. 


12, The wild hemp is not generally cultivated 


- for the prodwction of ganja anywhere. The male 


a a rrnaaniaal 


plaut should in either case be extirpated. 


13, The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is restricted in our proyince. It is restricted to 
the districts of Satara, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, 
and to the State of Jamkhindi, because ganja 
grows ouly in these districts, The hemp plant 
is not grown in the other districts, therefore they 
are not restricted there. It is cultivated in the 
above Ghat districts only. The soi} for its culti- 
vation should be whitish-black (halyeri) or red 
soil (masari) with no stones in it. The rainfall 
required should be a little more than that required 
for the growth of wheat and a little less than that 
required for jowarl, The climate should be cold. 
Its cultivation is impossible in Mallad tracts, 
where the rainfall is generally beavy and the soil 
is red and stony, and also in rich black soil, where 
the rainfall is untimely and generally insufficient. 
There are some places where the soil will be fit 


_ to cultivate the hemp plant; but the people there 


being quite ignerant to cultivate it, it is not 
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undertaken, as it is restricted by Government, 
and is attended with inordinate agricultural labour, 


14. In our province ganja, charas and bhang 
are prepared in places enumerated in answer No, 7 
to meet the requirements of the consumers in the 
Central and Southern Divisions. 


15, The wild plant is nowhere grown in our 
province, therefore no description of the products 
therefrom can be given. I deseribe the methods 
of the preparation of the three products of the 
cultivated hemp plant. 


When the plants are full-grown and wide-spread, 
the tassels shoot out at the top; resinous or 
sticky substance is found over the stems and 
the tassels when the ganja is said to have 
been ripe and the harvesting season approached. 
Then the tassels are cut or nipped off. The 
yesiuous matter which comes in contact with the 
fingers while cutting or nipping off the tassels is 
rubbed against an edged thing, and when the 
matter is sulliciently thick it is collected and 
formed into small pills. These pills are called 
charas. 


The length of the tassels (or ears) varies in 
leneth from two to eight inches. ‘The tassels so 
removed from the plants are spread over a matting 
in three layers, one over the other, and covered by 
another matting, and they are trodden. The 
tassels stick to one another. The upper matting 
is then taken away, and the tassels are exposed to 
open air till they are dried and then deposited in a 
place. This is called ganja. 

Pieces of ganja tassels or powder found lying 
underneath the tassels trodden under foot and also 
at the time of packing up are called bhang. 


In North Hindustan, towards Benares, the 
bhang-producing plants are said to be of quite a 
different kind from the bemp plants known here. 
The pieces or powder of the leaves of the plants 
are used in smoking, eating, and drinking. The 
particulars as regards the preparation of the ganja, 
charas and bhang for the purposes of smoking, 


' and used only in that division. 


eating and drinking are given in detail in answer | 


No. 29. 

16. Bhang is not prepared generally by the 
people in their bouses. It cannot be prepared 
from the wild hemp plant, because it does not 
yield ganja, but only seeds. Ganja or charas 


cannot be prepared from the wild plant wherever | 


grown, 

17. The cultivators of the bemp 
the drugs. ‘There is no particular 
specially set to work at it. 


plant prepare 


elass which is | 


portion of about 1 to 400 Lengayet and Brahmins, 
l to 100 other Hindus and Musalmans. It is 
generally so used in all localities. 


Charas is produced to a limited extent; there- 
fore the class of people which consumes it and _ its 
proportion cannot be satisfactorily ascertained. 


21. Round ganja is most preferable for smoking, 
next to itis flat ganja, and lastly chur ganja. 
The supply of flat ganja is sufficiently procurable 
in all localities, therefore it is generally used, 


22. Charas is produced in the Central Division, 
It is not imported 
in the Southern Division, as it is not customary 
among the consumers here (Southern Division) to 
use it. Foreign charas is not imported into our 
province, 

22, Bhang is used for smoking in all localities 
by all classes of consumers, except Europeans and 
Parsis, when ganja is not available. The use of 
bhang being exceptioual, the extent cannot be 
ascertained, 


24. Consumers of all classes of Hindus and 
Musalmans and in all localities eat and drink 
bhang. The proportion of eaters is 1 to 1,000 
and of drinkers 1 to 500. 


25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang is 
increasing. The reasons for the increase are as 
follows :— 


(a) The number of population is increasing 
gradually, as ascertained from the tables 
of the general census of 1891. 

(4) The opening of railway communication, 
which brings all classes of people from 
abroad, among whom are consumers 
of ganja, ete, and takes away people 
to places where they are compelled or 
induced to have recourse to it either 
by the effects or by the influence of 
company, 

(ec) The number of consumers having thus 
increased, the number of friends in 
their company is also proportionately 
increased ; so the use amon the friends 
has naturally become general. Of late 
the consumers, having regard to the 
increased number, have not been now 
proportionately held in so much dis- 
respect as before. This has been a 
strong incentive for the people of loose 
characters, 


26. The proportion of the consumers is as 


' follows :— 


habitual moderate 








18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate by 1 per cent. (a) con- 
keeping. ‘They quite lose their effect in course | sumers. 
of time. With ordinary care they retain their } per cent. (6) habitual excessive con- 
natural properties for ve year ; mijn they | Landen 
eyadually lose them. After two years they quite . A ' 
lose their qualities. By rode to ee gid | % per saa (¢) occasional moderate con- 
sun the drugs are spoiled, and by moisture and | BEEK 
dampness they give out a bad smell. ‘To prevent | + per cent, (d) occasional moderate con- 
deterioration the drugs must be kept in a warm | sumers. 
and unwindy place, and should not be exposed z 

T 1S 


said by its consumers to be burning in the 
stomach, 


19. Ganja is used for smoking, eating and 
drinking, while charas is used exclusively for 


or be . ein 10 


| 





27. The following classes of people, except 
Europeans and Parsis are— 


(a) Vedantis (pbilosophers), musicians 





places, is used for such purposes ; but the latter 
only in places where it is produced. 
20. Ganja is used for smoking by all classes of 
people, except Europeans and Parsis, to the pro- 
vol, vii. 








S ’ be 

(5) People of bad characters, bava, bairagi, 
gosavi, fakir, 

(c) The sick, who find relief from the suffer- 
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ings of their sickness in the use of the 
drugs. 


(2) The lunatics, whose lunacy has been 
brought on by excessive use. 


28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs per diem are as follows :— 


Per vrem. Cost. 
Habitual moderate con-  tola 2 pies. 
sumers. , ; 
Habitual excessive con- not exceeding 8 ,, 
sumers. 2 iolas 


29, All classes consuming ganja, charas and 
bhang by smokiug ordinarily mix tobacco alone, 
or with cloves, mace, nutmeg and cardamom. 
Ganja and bhang, when used for eating, are gene- 
rally mixed with jagri, or at times with sugar; 
while, when used for drinking, jagri, opium 
seed and bada sape are generally mixed; and at 
times, to muke the preparation flavorous, sugar, 
opium seed, bada sape, black pepper, dried ginger, 
cardamom, nutmeg, mace and cloves are mixed. 
All classes of people follow the same procedure in 
the use of the drugs for eating and drinking. 
Tobacco is mixed to lessen the offensive smell ; 
sugar and jagri, ete., are mixed to make the 
preparation palatable; the opium seed for intoxi- 
cation; and bada sape, dried ginger and black 
pepper for digestion. Dhatura or opium is mixed 
in exceptional cases to make the preparation 
stronger. This is done by only a few people who 
are experts, 


A preparation known as bhang massala is not 
sold for the purpose of being mixed with any of 
these drugs. Bhang massala consists of the 
following ingredients :-—~ 

Horse radish bark, onion seed, toddy, jagui, 
garlic, mustard seed, yellow turmeric, aseafcetida, 
black pepper, dry ginger, sweet flag, orris root, Jong 
pepper, almond, nutmeg, common salt, ink nut, 
chilly, 

30. The drugs are consumed by a few only in 
solitude and by most in company. It is mainly 
confined to the male sex above the age of 15 years. 
Females do not generally consume it. There may 
be two or three females consuming it in the whole 


town of Dharwar, Boys below 15 years do uot 
use these drugs. 


31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 


is easily formed by contracting friendship with | 
It is difficult to break off the | 


those addicted, 
habit when once formed. ‘There is a tendency in 
the case of any of these drugs for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive, 


32, There are no religious customs which compel 
the use of these drugs. The social custom amone 
the gosavis, bavas, bairagis and fakirs is to use them 
at the time of marriage ceremonies, festivals, etc., 
for the sake of amusement in company. The use 
is essential in connection with such custom. The 
use is generally temperate in the beginning, and ia 
course of time it becomes excessive with some con- 
sumers, or it becomes the habit. No injurious 
effects are produced when used temporarily, 


33, The consumption of each of these drugs 
is considered objectionable, because they are intoxi- 
eating. Public opinion (social or religious) in 
regard to the practice is prohibitive. The use of 
the drugs is generally in disrepute, because it 
absorbs money, cbstructs profession, spoils health, 
aud is generally abominable in the eyes of the 
publix. The hemp plant is on no occasion wor- 
shipped hy any sects of the people, except that the 
produce is worshipped before garrying it home by 
the cultivator as other agricultural produce. The 
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en en Hannes anaemia Ae 


| in their habits. 


. 


crop when ripe is also worshipped before being 
reaped, and a caste dinner is given in honour of the 
same, and offerings are made. 


34. It would be a serious privation to all con- 
sumers, irrespective of any class, who are excessive 
Such people, in the absence of 
these drugs, become very deplorable, impatient, 
irritative, quarrelsome, aud shamelessly humble. 
The moderate consumers in their absence do not 
feel much beyond than that they are uneasy and 
restless. The probable numbers of each class are 
given in answer No, 26. 


35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
any or all of these drugs. In that case it would 
be consumed illicitly. The only course open to pro- 
hibit the use of the drugs is to prohibit the culti- 
vation of the hemp plant. The prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
Such discontent would not amovnt to political 
danger, because the number of consumers is pro- 
portionately very small, poor, and weak. The 
prohibition will create in them a strong incentive 
to have recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other 
drugs; but they cannot afford to buy them a 
quantity sufficient to satisfy their daily require- 
meuts. 

36. These drugs being available at moderate 
rates, there is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is wished as a substitute. 


37. The smoking of charas produces stronger 
intoxication than that of ganja smoking, 


38, Of the three kinds of ganja (round, flat 
and chur) round is the best, flat better, chur is the 
last in point of intoxication, Round ganjais not 
imported into the Dharwar district, because its 
produce is limited. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant isa more injurious form of consumption 
than drinking or eating the same or any other pre- 
paration, because the smoke gets into the breast, 
which is blackened, and consequently the consumer 
is impoverished, as is observed from long ex- 
perience. 

40. The use of these drugs is prescribed on 
account of its medicinal qualities by native doctors, 


and they are also used in the treatment of cattle 
disease. 


41. The moderate use of charas, 
bhang may be beneficial in its effects— 


(2) As a food not accessory or digestive, 


(4) It bas no staying power under severe 
exertion or eXposure, but alleviates 
fatigue. . 

(c) As febrifuge or preventive of disease to 
a certain extent in malarious and un- 
healthy tracts when mixed with cloves, 
dried ginger, jagri, and pipli. 

(d) As tonic when cattle become emaciated 
and refuse fodder and water. In such 
cases the use of ganja or bhang will create 
hunger, strengthen the digestive power, 
and enrich the blood. 


The classes enumerated in answer No, 27 use 
the drug for the above purposes in the proportion 
given in answer No. 26. It is the moderate habi- 
tual use of the drug and moderate occasional use 
in reference to which I have explained above. 

42. The moderate use of any of these drugs, 
though not pernicious at once, gradually proves so, 


because the blood is burnt, strength fails, and the 
quantity of food is lessened. 


43. The moderate consumers are inoffensive to 


ganja and 
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ciel 


their neighbours, because they do not lose their 
temper. 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of smoking on the habitual consumers is satisfac- 
tion, and they are intoxicated for about an hour 
and free from all cares, By eating aud drinking 
the effect of intoxication remains for about six 
hours. This intoxication is looked upon as a 
relief. It is refreshing, It produces intoxication. 
It does not allay hunger. It does not create 
appetite. The after-effects tell upon the health of 
the consumers. The want of subsequent gratifica- 
tion produces uneasiness. 


drugs produces noxious effects on body aud mind, 
but not on morality. It burns the blood and im- 
pairs constitution. It injures the digestion and 
causes loss of appetite. It causes dysentery, bron- 
chitis, or asthma, It does not impair the moral 
sense. 
morality or debauchery. It deadens the intellect, 
and does not produce insanity; therefore further 
queries need no explanation. 


46. By habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs the following are the effects :— 


They produce insanity, which compels the con- 
sumer to be indolent or wandering without doing 
any harm to others. It is permanent and not 
temporary. There are no insanes who have their 


recorded ganja history confessing the use of the | 


drug. When a person has been suffering from 
mental anxiety or brain disease, he may give him- 


It induces laziness, but not habits of im- | 


self up eutirely to the use of the drug to scek | 


relief from the derangement. It subsequently 
becomes habit, and such habit, when excessive, 
makes him lose all self-control, and he thus finally 
becomes insane, 

47, The use of any of these drugs docs not 
appear to he a hereditary habit, nor does it affect 
in any way the children of the moderate con- 
sumer. 


48, The excessive use of any of these drugs 


does not also appear to be « hereditary habit ; but : 


the progeny of the excessive consumers become 
weak and sickly. 

49, The moderate use is not practised as an 
aphrodisiac, A very few prostitutes only use 
the drugs, such as Toded Raji, aged 35, Musal- 
man; Tari, aged 30, Maratha. 

The use of these drugs is not more injurious 


than its use as an ordinary narcotic. The moder- . 
ate use of hemp does not tend to produce impo- 


tence. 

50. By excessive use the blood burns and 
strength fails. ob us L 
prostitutes. itis more injurious than its use as 
an ordinary vareotic, such as loss of appetite, 
weakness of Cigestive power and impotence. 


51. About half the bad characters are habitual 
moderate smokers of ganja. ‘They smoke all 


round the year, and drink it in the form of ghota — 


in the hot season only in addition to smoking. 
The moderate consumers do not commit any 
crime or crimes of any special character. The 
practice of drinking ghota in winter brings on 
pain in the body. 

52. About one-fourth of the bad characters are 
habitually excessive smokers of ganja all round 
the year. They drink it as ghota in addition to 
smoking in hot season. 


53. The excessive indulgence in avy of these 
drugs incites to unpremeditated crime, violent or 
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otherwise. I do not know any case in which it 
has led to commission of homicide. 


54, ‘These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit any premeditated 
act of violence or otherwise. 


55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims not accustomed to use the 
drugs to partake of any food or confection pre- 
pared by their mixtures and make them uncon- 
scious. Complete stupefaction by administering 
this preparation is obtained to gain their object. 
Without the admixture complete stupefaction 


/ cannot be caused, 
45, The habitual moderate use of any of these | 


56. The effects of hemp used (a) in moderation 
and (4) in excess, modified by the admixture of 


sugar, jagri uud other sweet substance are 


| worse, and by the admixture of sour and cold sub- 


stance are less than those detailed in answers 
Nos. 45 and 46, About eight years ago some 
people of Dharwar accastomed to use ganja niixed 
dhatura in it, prepared curry, and ate it with 
wheat bread in the afternoon. Au hour after they 
were intoxicated, and while going back to their 
houses in intoxication they were unconscious and 
could not take care of themselves, and were also 
naked. If the admixture is administered to those 
who are not accustomed to the use of the drugs, 
the intoxication continues for about 24 hours. 

57. Ganja is used for eating and drinking, but 
charas only for smoking mixed with tobacco, In 
smoking ganja, tobacco is mixed by half the 
quantity of ganja, and in smoking charas it is 
mixed by double. 

58, I consider the administration is capable of 
improvement, 


59. In paragraph 9 of the ganja license, ganja 
is permitted to be sold not exceeding 40 tolas to 
one person. This concession allows a number of 
people to gather together to indulge themselves 
in consuming the ganja. This assembly, idle as 
it is and spendthrift, conspire together in commit- 
ting offences and bad actions. It should therefore 
be ruled that one person should have only five 
tolas or less once in a day. 

60, The existiug system works well and requires 
no modification. 

61. Yes, they are sufficiently controlled, and 
that the system requires no modification in any 
respect. For producing charas only the hemp 
plant is not cultivated. 


62. The hemp plant is not cultivated for the 
production of bhang. 


63. There is no objection to the present system 


: _ of vend of preparations of ganja, charas and 
It is not used excessively by | 


bhang being coutinued, 


64, I have no objection to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs, or of their preparations from and into your 
province, or their transport within the province. 

65. The price of ganja is more and that of bhang 
less. This being the case, the taxation on both 
is alike. ‘The rate of tax sbould be in pro- 
portion to their price, aud they should not be im- 
ported or exported together covered by one and the 
sume pass. The rate of tax on bbang should, in 
my humble opinion, be one-tenth on that of ganja. 
The amount of tax on the drugs and alcoho! is pro- 
portionate to their price. Charas is not sold in 
shops, because the production is not sutiicient to 
export, nor is there any demand for it. 


The tax on it is therefore not imposed, 
66. No, not necessary. 
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63. None. 


69. The wishes of the public in general are not 
consulted at present in any way before a shop is 
opened in any locality, The opinion of the 
Taluka Revenue Officer (mamlatdar) is asked by 
the Collector, and the mamlatdar consults the 
villaye officers. Local opinion is desirable, so that 
the respectable and well-behaved persons in the 
village or town should have a voice in the welfare 
of the village community in geueral, 


70. There are no such facts to which I should 
draw attention. Duty is paid in respect to the 
ganja and other hemp drugs used. It is likely 
tnat there may be some people who may be using 
drugs bouzht from the Native States and re- 
moved to others within the limits of the British 
Government; but it is impossible to detect such 
illicit transactions inasmuch as the Native States 
are, I think, not bound by the regulatious in 
force in British India. 


General information. 


Boja is prepared as follows :—Broken jowari is 
steeped in water for three days ; then the water 
only is boiled, and in it powder and the steeped 
broken jowari with bhang are put. Again the 


| 
j 
| 


whole mixture should be boiled, and, when it | 
becomes thick, the stuff should be spread on a j form of cakes and cut into small slices. 


' separated from its germs should be sprinkled, 


‘This preparation is then put into an earthen jar, 
which should be buried half in the ground, and 
should be allowed so to remain for two days, 
then it should be strained twice and the liquid 
drunk, ‘This liquid is called boja, which possesses 
intoxicating power. 

Majum is prepared as follows :— 


(2) Ordinary preparation of bhang should be 
fried on an iron pan and_ should be 
powdered and strained. This should 

be mixed with boiled sugar and form- 

ed into slices. The mixture should 
be in proportion of one seer of bhang 


to six seers of sugar. A seer is equal 
to R20 weight. 


(4) Rich or sumptuous preparation of bhang 
(seer 1) should be boiied in ghee (seer 


1), and in it the following ingredients 
should be mixed :— 


Tolas, 
Nutmeg : 5 5 OB 
Dried grapes : - vs 
Saffron : . } 
Almoud : 20 
Cardamom : 2 . ° - $ 
Refined sugar. : é . . 8Uu 


The whole mixture should be prepared in the 





118. Evidence of Laupas Laxmonsi, Kshatriya, Solicitor’s Clerk, Bombay. 


1, Personal experience for the last thirty years. | 


2. I know bhang by the names of bhang, subji, 
maya and dnyanavalli, and ganja as ganja. Flat 
ganja is used in Bombay. 

19, Ganja is used only for smoking in Bombay. 

20. Hindus and Muhammidans smoke ganja 


here. ‘The proportion of ganja smokers is larger | 


among Hindus than Muhammadans. 
smoked among all castes of Hindus in general. 


21, Flat ganja is the only ganja obtainable here. | he 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 


24. Bhang is generally drunk and not eaten. 
A smal] quantity is however eaten. The bhang that 
is eaten is first cleansed by washing and removal 


of dirt. The bhang is then fried in ghee on an iron | 
pan and mixed with spices, suchas pepper, al- | equal parts. 


seeds, and various | rose water, and a particle of musk is added with 
The mixture is next pow- | 


monds, sugareandy, poppy 
other kinds of seeds. 
dered, when it is ready to beeaten, This prepara- 
tion is usually eaten on journeys and when the 
consumer has difficulty in preparing the drink. 

Jains, Brahmins, banias, Kshatris and some 
labourers among Hindus consume bbang. Muham- 
madauns also use bhang, but in fewer numbers than 
among Hindus, Bhang is generally eaten by 
Hindus of the castes mentioned above. 


25. I think there is a small increase in the 
number of ganja smokers in Bombay. I have 
formed this opinion from what I see. 


27. Both Hindus and Muhammadans smoke 
ganja. More Hindus smoke than Mubammadans. 
Kshatris, banias and Hindus of the labouring 
class chiefly smoke ganja. Sadhus smoke ganja 
largely. Among Muhammadans a number of 
fakirs smoke ganja, The practice of smoking ganja 
takes its rise chiefly on 
habits with a view to a relief of miseries and an- 
xieties and for medicinal purposes, Sadhus smoke 


Ganja is | 


ganja chiefly with the object of producing con- 
centration of mind in their devotions, 

28. A moderate habitual consumer of ganja 
will smoke one tola per diem, and this will cost 
him ove anna. An excesssive habitual consumer of 


ganja will smoke three tolasa day, which will 
cost him three annas, 


An habitual moderate consumer of bhang will 


drink about quarter of atola a day, costing him 3 


account of luxurious | 


pies, Which includes the cost of ordinary spices 

The habitual excessive consumer will drink 
one tola of bhang, costing bim about one anna 
with ordinary spices, The quantities mentioned 
here of bhang refer to quantities madeclean aud 
ready to be consumed, 


29. Ganja is ordinarily smoked with tobacco in 
Exceptionally the ganja is washed in 


tobacco. Ganja is sometimes smoked from a 
pipe prepared from a piece of sngarcane. 

It is essential that tobacco should be mixed 
with the ganja to be smoked, otherwise the gauja 
could not be smoked. ‘The ganja is washed in 
rose water with a view to making the smoke cooler 
and pleasant, A particle of musk is added to per- 
fume the ganja smoke. Ganja is smoked from 
the sugarcane pipe to cool the smoke. 


Bhang is ordinarily mixed with water, with a 
little black pepper and sugar added to it. Ex- 
ceptionally it is prepared in milk with black pepper, 
cardamows, sugar, saffron, almonds, rose buds, 
poppy seeds, cucumber seeds, white pumpkin seeds, 
melon seeds, and other ingredients. The black 
pepper is added to bhang with the object of pre- 
venting stomach-acbeand wind, The other things 
are added with the view of making the drink 
pleasant. Dhatura is never used so far as I know 
with ganja or bbang. I know of no preparation 
known as bhang massala. 
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80. Ganja is usually smoked in compauy ; bhang 
is alsodrunk in company. Both ganja and bhang 
are, however, used by individuals when alone. 
Ganja is usually smoked by males aud the same 
may be said with reference to bhang, In the 
course of my experience I have seen ouly about 
three females smoking ganja and drinking bhang ; 
and these women were not of good character. 
The consumption of ganja and bhang is seldom 
begun before the age of sixteen, and the use is 
continued to all ages. It isnot usual for children 
to consume any of these drugs. 


31. The habit of consuming ganja and bhang 
is easily formed if the individual associates with 
persons who use these drugs, If the habit of 
eonsuming ganja and bhang becomes jhabitual, it 
is dificult to break it off. There is some tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 


32, ITknow tbat offerings of bhang are made 
to the god Shiva in the months of April, May 
and June. During August and September these 
offerings are made also. Bhang mixed with water 
or milk is poured over the ling of Shiva. These 
offerings are made with a view of gaining favour 
of the god. It isa very common custom with 
ganjasmokers, before beginning to: smoke, to make 
offering by using the words “ Lena Shankar” 
or Lena Babulnath” or “ Lena Bhuleshwar” 
or “ Lena Babulnath tekariwatle, nazar lagave 
chat mar jave.’ After making the offering to 
the god the ganja smoker sometimes says: |“ Jine 
nahi pi ganje kt kali o ladkese ladki bhalt.” 


found charas very much stronger than ganja in 
its effects. The intoxication from charas is greater 
than from ganja, the throat is more parched, and 
the eyes become redder than when ganja is smoked, 

88. I know flat ganja and garda. I have never 
myself smoked garda, but I have heard of 


its being smoked by the very poor classes of 
smokers, 



















39. The least injurious form of the use of hemp 
drugs is bhang driuking. Ganja is, I know, very 
occasionally consumed in the form of a drink like 
bhang. This mode cf consuming the drug is, L 
believe, injurious. It is less injurious to smoke 
ganja than to drink it. On one occasion I 
tappened to drink ganja and found the effects so 
stroug that I bad to take quarter of aseer of ghee 
to moderate the effect. 


40, Hemp drugs are prescribed by native doc- 
tors on account of their medicinal properties. 
Ganja smoking is prescribed for indigestion by 
native doctors. In my own case, when I was 
about eighteen years of age, IJ first began to smoke 
ganja as a medicinal remedy, and the effect of the 
remedy was successful. Bhang is prescribed by 
some native doctors as a tonic. 


41, The moderate habitual smoker and the 
moderate occasional smoker of ganja finds that 
the smoking of the drug improves his diges- 
tion. ‘The smoking alleviates fatigue. It enables 
the individual to concentrate his thoughts. It 
acts as a preventive of disease in unwholesome 
climates and where unwholesome water is only 
cbtainable. The moderate babitual and moderate 
occasional use of bhang before meals acts as a 
tonic or appetizer. 


The offering of bhang to Shankar or Shiva is 
common and understood to be pleasing to the god. 
The custom of offering of bhang to Shiva is not 
likely, I think, to lead to the formation of the 
habit of using the drug. 


33, The smoking of ganja in public is not 
regarded as respectable. 1 kuow that nighly 
respectable and enlightened native gentlemen do 
smoke ganja privately. The public opinion is 
that it is not respectable to smoke ganja. The 
drinking of bhang is not considered as disrespect 
able as the smoking of ganja. Still an individual 
does vot like it to be known generally that he 
drinks bhang. I attribute the sentiment to the . vine = an) 
fact that axcessive use of any or these drugs may smoke of ganja I drink about halt seer of milk, 
cause a man to speak or act foolishly. 1 know | and this prevents the Rateh 0g of hve fauipat and 
: raryshippine the hemp plant. refreshes me, I enjoy good sound sivep a ter- 
FE apyaustam ob WOMPIRE Pe 5 a t ial wards aud suffer no ill after-effects. ‘The want of 

deere mone pe in Shag Josep es hs sulsequent gratification does produce longing aud 
Pere aa ane an a pena ones ccatortt uneasiness. I have beena moderate habitual con- 
tion of these drugs. v ca rat ae b thirty years. 
break off the habit. In some cases life and health sumer for the ips , : ve at 
wil] suffer, and it would be a serious deprivation 45. The habitual a te OBE, Oka % "a ve 
in connection with the religious custom connected | own case has a RP ah any, hox10us,, cilecls, 
with the offerings to the god Shiva. physical, menta 2 Pores 4 rice gene 

35. I do not think that it would be feasible to re regiments y Br abt seal ber 4 Bot y 

ibi ‘any of these drugs. The drugs | &*°C vb. she 8 . 
ei be inane aan iE at all obtainable, | Work at aba » My re Pease a attend office 
y Ny from am. to5p.mM. In my own case, 

ibiti forced by stopping | USUally on : 
re ne eects pes sit spaohit tion when 1 have a difficult case to look into, | usually 
1e ¢ i 


: : ze i ; , ke,and I find that I can 

; 2081 . ’ t among | take it up after my smoke, 

eas ee. coy spoarror i nrtiel freed deal better with the matter than I could withont 
@ cons H 


iti | fet having smoked. In my opinion the moderate 
t to a political danger. Prohi- peat 2 co be gse 
aed es he eollowed in my penny by | use of ganja brightens the intellect. i think 2 
ae: a the greater nuinber: of! cases to absolutely onsen f that the ganja smoker shoul 
re é ee 
alcoholic stimulants or other drags. have nutritious food. . ' 

36, I think that alcohol is now being substi- 46. The habitual excessive use ve ganja and 
tuted for these drugs to a certain extent especially bbang a bad. The cy ay Pe * aay : 
among those people having an English education. | very much, to ae vie esi 4 4 food a Ci 
T attribute the cause to fashion. I epeak from my where he is uvable to obtain good Tood. 
personal experience. 47. Iu my own case I have a son aged twenty- 

37. I am_ not well acquainted with charas | two years. He is my only child, now alive. He 
sh a a I have smoked a very few times. I | docs notindulge in intoxicants of any kind and 

g. 


42. I regard the moderate use of ganja and 
bhang as beneficial and harmless. I bave already 
oiven reasons for these conclusions. 


4.3. The moderate consumers of ganja and bhang 
are quite inoffensive to their neighbours. 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
oanja on the babitual consumer is instantaneous 
intoxication. It sets the mind at ease. It pro- 
duces an appetite. The effect lasts for one 
to two hours. Immediately after finishing my 
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does not even smoke tobaeco, He has passed his 
matriculation examination and now assists me in 
my office as Assistant Managing Clerk. He is 
physically a fine young man and a good cricket 
player. 

49. I have heard that some people smoke ganja 
as an aphrodisiac. It is said when the drug Is 
used for this purpose it must be used in conjunc- 
tion with good food. I do not know that prosti- 
tutes use hemp drugs as an «aphrodisiac. In 
moderation and with good food the use of a herap 
drug does not tend to produce impotence. 


51. No large proportion of bad characters are 
habitual moderate consumers of hemp drugs. 
There is, so far as I know, no connection between 
the moderate use of a hemp drug and crime. 


52. There is no large proportion of bad charac. 
ters habitual excessive consumers of hemp drugs. 
Ido not know that there is any connection be- 
tween the excessive use of hemp drugs and crime. 

58. Excessive indulgence in hemp drugs does 
not, so far as 1 know,’ incite to unpremeditated 
crime of any kind. On the contrary, the bhang 
drivker is rather timid under the influence of the 
drug, and the same may be said of the ganja 
smoker to a lesser degree. 


T know of no instance in which the excessive 
indulgence in hemp drugs has led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy. 

54. I know of no instance in which criminals 
have fortified themselves by using hemp drugs to 
commit a premeditated act of violence or crime. 


55, I know of no instance in which criminals 
to fmther their designs have induced their victims 
to partake of a hemp drug with the object of stupe- 
fying them, I do not think complete stupefac- 
tion could be induced by the use of a hemp drug 
alone, 


56. Tobacco is mixed with ganja so that it can be 
smoked easily. Spices are mixed with blang to 
make it cool and pleasant in taste. 


I know of no case in which dhatura bas been 
mixed with hemp drug for personal consumption 
or for administration to others, 


57. Ganja when eaten or drunk is much more 
powerful in its intoxicating effects than bhang. 
T¢ is, I think, injurious to use it in these forms, 
Ganja is very seldom eaten or druvk, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—The drug I have been in the habit 
of consuming for the last thirty years is ganja. I 
smoke it every evening, aud) my ordinary allow- 
ance is half atola of the uncleaned ganja, which 
means about half a tola of cleaned ganja. 1 now 
smoke alone, for the friends who used to smoke 
with me are dead, The ganja is mixed with 
tobacco for smoking. The quantity of tobacco 
used is something less than half the quan- 
tity of ganja, if the tobacco is strong, Ganja 
cannot be smoked without tobacco, unless it is 
fresh ganja. That is my information. I have 
never seen ganja used without tobacco. By fresh 
ganja I mean ganja which has just been manu- 
~ in-smoking a chillam 
of ganja I take about 12 draughts, But it is 
injurious to take a verv long pull. It causes 
cough and obstruction of the breathing. I have 
never suffered from asthma or bronchitis, and I 
am forty-nine years of age. Iam not conscious of 
having suffered any harm from the drug, When I 
began smoking the effects were more marked than 
they ave now. I was never incapacitated for work 





| began. 





or rendered insensible. But it is necessary to take 
food soon after smoking to allay the irritation of 
the throat, and the food should consist of such 
things as milk or butter. Unless food of ‘this 
kind is taken, the eyes and throat become heated, 
and in time the eyesight would be impaired. I 
wm not aware of any other bad consequences, 1 
have seen bad effects in otber people. 


Question 21.—I know three kinls of ganja— 
flat ganja of the Decean; baluchar ganja of 
Benares, which is also flat and more powerful 
than Decean ganja and dearer, but cannot be 
bought in the market; and the fresh ganja, which 
sometimes comes from Kathiawad. ‘he last is 
slightly more powerful than the Deccan ganja, 
but less so than baluchar. The ganja which is 
most powerful is also most heating and most dry, 
and its effects are most lasting. Headache some- 
times follows the intoxication of ganja, If ganja 
is stale or has not been properly washed it will 
give headache. I prefer Deccan ganja. 


Question 44.—The moderate use of the drug, 
even without the accompaniment of good food, 
will not produce insanity. I know of two or 
three cases in which insanity has resulted from 
the excessive use of the drug, when a sufficiency 
of good food has not been taken, A bania, 
Hargoran, who lives near mein Bbuleshwar, is one 
of the cases, and the best of them. About fifteen or 
sixteen years ago he became insane, and he is still 
insane. He has never been confined iu an asylum, 
He is harmless. He neglects his dress and talks 
nonsense. He has lost his wife and two children, 
That was two or three years before he became 
insane, He did not appear to be very deeply 
grieved by the loss of his wife and children, but 
not long after that event he suffered losses in his 
business, and that affected him a great deal, I 
did not know his father or mother or their parents. 
T never heard of any insanity among them. He 
has no brothers, He had no bad habit except 
smoking excessively. Being a bania, he could not 
take liquor. He used to smoke alone at all hours, 
day and night. I have no means of knowing 
whether he had vicious habits. He did not mix 
any thing but tobacco with bis ganja. I don’t 
kuow his habits now, as he wanders about, but he 
may still smoke. Insanity came upon him 
eradually, but there was no amendment after it 
It took nearly three or four years to 
render him insane. All that while he continued 
smoking ganja even more than before. It was 
the ganja and the grief at loss of business 
which together drove him mad, I think he 
would not have become so if his affairs had re- 
maived in a satisfactory state. I have never 
heard him allude to the loss of his business since 
he became mad. This is the most prominent case 
in my mind. It is not so clear in other cases 
that the insanity was due to the ganja. I had 
known him for seven or eight years before he 
became mad, and he was not different from other 
people. He was about 50 when he went mad. 
He had been, as far as I know, a smoker from 
the age of 30 or 35. I made his acquain- 
tance twenty-three or twenty-five years ago. He 
was living in my street. I a ‘i 
and he is a bania. He used to smoke many 
times a day when I first knew him. I seldom 
smoked with him; but when I happened to 
sit with him, 1 heard him and his friends say 
that he smoked frequently. It was seven or nine 
years before his character showed any symptom 
of change. He kept a grocer’s shop, and made 
up turbans. His wife died four or five years after 
I made his acquaintance. He had two children, 
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boys, of three and five years of age, when I made 
his acquaintance. The children died after his 
wife had died. They all thus died at intervals of one 
and a half years. He lost his business perhaps two 
years after his wile’s death. He became bankrupt 
through bad debts. I noticed the first change in 
his character two or three or four years after he 
lost his business. He began to talk foolishly. 
He talked much and without meaning. I thought 
he was becoming mad from excessive smoking, 
There was nobody to look after him then, and 
there is no one now, He got his fool hy begging, 
disregarding caste and creed, Since he became 
quite insane his caste-fellows gave him food. He 
bad a houee of bis own, but was fed by charity of 
others. Sometimes he got plenty of food, and 
sometimes he was in wantofit. Before he became 
insane he got his ganja and his food by the profits 
of his business of folding turbans, He never suf. 
fered from want until be became insane. I have 
occasionally had to give or receive instructions 
connected with insane persone iv the course of my 
business, Similar symptoms to those which I 
observed in this case might be induced by grief, 
anxiety, or through loss of business. I can’t speak 
about injury to the head or epilepsy or syphilis. 
Injury to the head could vot have caused insanity 
in this case, because he never received a blow on 
the head. I cannot say whether sexual excess could 
jead to insanity of the kind which characterized this 
case, Such cause would produce a different sort 
ofiusanity, in that the insane would not talk so 
foolishly as this mau did. Iam aware that in- 
sanity can be caused by sexual excess. 


vol, vii. 


at the longest. 


a meme 
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was not such excess in the case I bave desoribed. 
I knew the man’s character, and no enghiry on 
the point was therefore necessary. I can distin- 
guish between insanity caused by grief, and in- 
sanity brought on by excess of ganja, In the 
latter case the man woald be more foolish than 
in the former. The difference is only a matter of 
degree. In attributing the insanity in the case 
described partially to the loss of family and busi- 
ness, 1 bear in mind the interval which elapsed 
between those events and the onset of the insanity. 
I have noticed among sadhus and fakirs some caxes 
of insanity caused by ganja smoking, but they 
were not so completely insane as the bania de- 
scribed above. There were cases of temporary fits 
of insanity, and 1 know no ease of permanent in- 
sanity but that described. 1 think I know these 
people well enough to say that their insanity was 
due to excessive use of ganja and want of proper 
food. The fits would last for two or three hours 
In these fits they would abuse 
people regardless of the persons they were address- 
ing. I have even seen them abuse policemen, I 
cannot be sure that these fits were not mere fits 
of irritation or excitement or rage. 


Having had my statemeut read over to me, I 
state with regard to the intervals between the 
main facts, thatas a considerable time has elapsed 
I cannot speak accurately regarding them, but 
my impression is two years elapsed between the 
last of his troubles and the first symptoms of in- 
sanity. Iam quite positive that the troubles all 
occurred before the insanity began. 
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EVIDENCE. OF SIND WITNESSES. 





1. Evidence of Mn. H. E. M. James, Commissioner in Sind. 


25. The consumption in Sind of ganja, charas 
and bhang is not increasing to any appreciable 
extent amongst classes not hitherto accustomed 
to the drugs, according to the best of my belief, 
based on enquiries from Natives well able to 
judge. 

The population has increased in round figures 
from: 2,200,000 in 1872 to 2,870,000 in 189). 
In 1878 through communication by railway was 
opened between Sind and the rest of India, 


Partly then, owing— 
(a)to increase of population, 
(b) to the greatly increased comfort of the 
population (the doubling of she land 


revenue in twenty years, and the great 


rise in wages are evidences of this), 


(c) to Sind having been rendered easy of 
access to the consumers of these drugs, 

an increase in revenue from hemp drugs was 
to be expected ; and we find accordingly that the 
yevenue has increased in nineteen years from 


Rs, 76,680 to Rs. 165,310, ¢. ¢., it has more than | 
Factor (c) is, bowever, undoubtedly the | 


| 
i 
| 
most potent of the three. No one who revisited Sind | 
| 
| 


doubled. 


as I did in 1891, after an absence of seventeen years, 
could avoid being struck with large number of 
gosais, fakirs and wandering ascetics who now 
throng the. province. Partly because Sind is on 
the way to Garh Hinglaj (a shrine in the Persian 
Gulf) and partly because the Hindu tradesmen 


| 
| 
| 


poorest coolie class, On the other hand, there are 
persons who maintain that’ the repression of 
smuggling has of late enbanced’the drugs in price 
and actually deprived some of the poor of a 
luxury which was formerly within their means, 
On the whole, I should say that the labouring 
classes of Sind consume bemp drugs more than 
they did twenty years ago. There is, I believe, 
some consumption of the drugs in the Native 
Army. 


35. (2) It would certainly be most dificult 
indeed—T should say absolutely impossible—to en- 
force total prohibition, as distinct from checking 
the trade by increasing the price, because hemp 
drugs are small in bulk and smuggling would be 
very easy and ah army of Native subordinates 
and preventive officers would be needed. 


(2) Illicit consumption would surely go on, 


' just as the consumption of liquor has (I un- 


of Sind, formerly very lax observers of their reii- : 


gion; are now paying greater attention to it and ; we 
' chistan, 


imitating the orthodox of India proper, gosais 
visit Sind in much larger numbers than before, 
and they meet with much favour from the Hindu 
community, which is growing in wealth. ‘The 
small indigenous colonies of beggars have also 
been largely recruited. The beggars who, asa 
class, consume hemp drugs, are for all these 
yeasons, both much more numerous and better off 
than before, aud so the consumption of the 
drugs appears to be larger than the increase 
in population itself would naturally warrant. 
Briefly stated, the classes in Sind principally ad- 
dicted to the drugs, i. ¢., the different classes of 
ascetics, have increased largely in numbers 
and prosperity and their total consumption has 
increased proportionately. The census figures of 
189] show 14,594 devotees, singers and sadhus 
(holy men or gosais) io Sind. 


I learn at the same time, on good authority, 
that in the large towns of Sind, and even in 
rural tracts near Baluchistan, the use of both 
bhang and ganja is extending amongst the labour. 
ing classes. Seedees (men with African blood 
in them, the descendants of former slaves} have al- 
ways been addicted to the drugs and so have the 
Brabuis of Kalat and Afghans of Kandabar, from 
which, the last-named place, charas comes to Sind. 
And the unprecedented rise in wages during the 
last few years has led to the use of the drugs be- 
coming more fashionable amongst men of the 
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_ derstand) in American towns where total prohibi- 


tion has been tried. 


(c) The only way of enforcing prohibition would 
be by forbidding the growth of the plant, making 
the importation or possession or preparation of it 
punishable by law, and giving the Police power 
to search individuals, not only on frontiers, but 
everywhere in the country itself. These measures 
would be very unpopular, and even then they 
would be ineffectual, because the plant is found 
in Native States, and also grows wild in large 
quantities in Kashmir and Northern India, as 
well as (so Tam told, but I doubt it) in Balu- 


(d) Of course consumers would be very discon- 


' tented if their supply of drugs were cut off, 


And the large number of respectable people who 
take bhang in water as a refrigerant in the hot 
weather would be justly incensed. 


(e) Yes—-Every wandering fakir (and _ the 
Commission must know how, all over India, the 
richest and most enterprising of merchants, and 
in Native States, even high officials pay abject 
homage to these ascetics) would preach to his 
disciples the “‘ zoolum”’ of the Sirkar, and say it 


‘was only another step to interference with 


religion. We are accustumed to despise this 
kind of thing too much, ‘Taken with other 
things the stoppage of the drugs would be poli- 


| tically dangerous. 








(f) Leannot say how far the probibition of 
drugs would lead the consumers to take to alco- 
hol or other drugs. The tendency would be for 
the poor to adhere to their use, as, even if 
smuggled, they are cheaper than spirits, The 
better-to-do might in time take to alcohol. 


41. The moderate occasional use of bhang is: 
undoubtedly believed by the most sober and well- 
conducted of natives to be beneficial in cooling 
the blood in the hot weather. I have found this 
both in Guzerat and Sind. Ascetics, who 
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travel long distances and undergo severe expo- 
sure to sun and frost alike, in an almost nude 
condition, do find that the use of ganja and 
charas alleviates fatigue and gives staying—power. 


45. I have often made it a practice to converse 
with ascetics, as some are very intelligentand able 


to give interesting accounts of their travels, and 
I should say that on the whole, the use of drugs 
by them does not injure their health. Many are 
often very robust specimens of humanity, though 
of course their wandering life is not a healthy 
one in many respects, and there are many feeble 








“ones amongst them, The ordinary sepoy or 
coolie who takes hemp drugs, in lieu of alcohol, 
does not appear to suffer from it. 


Ihave known one case in whicha native of 
India, one of the best servants I ever had, be- 
came partially insane, and I attributed it, 
whether rightly or wrongly, to smoking ganja. 
And I have heard (I believe on accurate autho- 
rity) of students at Cambridge losing their 
mental power owing to their having become 
addicted to the drug. I have seen lunatics in 
Indian Asylums whose insanity was attributed to 
the use of ganja. 


The conclusion which my necessarily limited 
observation leads me to is, that if an individual 
takes to ganja smoking merely as a vicious 
habit, as a man may in England take to excess- 
ive liquor solely for the pleasure of its intoxi- 
cating effects, and becomes a slave to it, insanity 
or at least weakened inteliect is very likely to 
follow. But if habitually indulged in moder- 
ately, I believe there are no special ill-effects, 
Ganja smoking is frequently associated with 
immorality, in much the same way as betting 
is with horse-racing ; and even the drinking of 
bhang is reprobated by purists amongst natives. 
But whether ganja produces immorality, or 
immorality a love for ganja, I cannot say. Pro- 
bably the association is due to the drugs being 
most in favour with the lowest and least educated 
or moral classes in the great cities, It is a truism 
that the surrender of the will to any habit, and 
the consequenet indulgence of that habit, even 
if it be only tobacco-smoking, immoderately, 
impairs a person’s general power cf self-control. 
But I bave no reason for thinking hemp drugs 
are an incentive to crime, 


58 (51 to 55). I havealready mentioned the case 
of a servant, a North-West Province Brahmin. 
He attacked a man with a sword for not procuring 
him a coolie, and was sent to jail for several years. 
He may have had brain disease apart from ganja, 
as he was always rather “queer,” even before he 
took to it, but | always assumed that ganja had 
a good deal to do with his mental, breakdowns. 
After coming out of jail, there seemed no chance 
in his mental condition, and he would attack 
individuals who were quietly talking or even 
passing on the road, under the delusion that they 
were mocking him, 


It has always been said, e¢.g., in the account 
of Clive’s defenve of Arcot, that Muhammaduns 
take bhang in order to rouse their courage, 
but thoroughly well-informed Sindhis tell me 
that this isa myth altogether. Habitual, an 











immoderate, use of bhang and ganja 
lead, on the contrary, to grave nervous depres- 
sion and symptoms of fear, like those produced 
by delirium tremens, ‘“Charas” is the only 
hemp preparation that does not actually damp 


a man’s courage. Ifa criminal wishes for Dutch 
courage, in Sind he takes liquor, 


Cases of dhatura-poisoning, both by mixture 
in hukas and in food oceur, but I cannot 
remember a case in which adulterated or even 
pure ganja was used to procure somnolence on 
the part of the victims. 

58 to 70. I do not think that any alteration in 
the law or administration is required at present. 
So fur as I know, no such evil results, either 
physical or moral, have presented themselves 
as to justify any interference. 


65. Compared with other intoricants, hemp 
drugs are lightly taxed. For instance, a retail 
seller iu Sind tells me that a novice to bhang drink- 
ing could get intoxicated for 6 pies, while liquor, 
to have the same effect, would cost 2} annas, 
One accustomed to bhang drinking would need 
2 annas worth to produce the desired effect, while 
a drunkard could take 4} annas worth of liquor or 
more comfortably, 


Assuming (though I have no evidence of it) 
that the effect of the raising of the excise on 
liquor has been to stimulate the consumption of 
hemp drugs instead, the circumstance, if proved, 
might be considered to point tu the desirability of 
raising the duty on these drugs more toa level 
with thaton liquor. But I would certainly not 
recommend any attempt of the kind. The follow- 
ing are my reasons :== 


Pirst.—W e practically levy the highest excise 
possible on these drugs by our system of 
selling farms by auction. The farmers know 
the cost of the raw material, and bid against one 
another, till the sum paid for the farm only 
leaves a reasonable remuneration to him, as 
interest on his capital, wages for his labour and 
recoupment for bis risk, after paying expenses, 


Secondly.—The only way to excise the drugs 
and so raise their selling price, would be to 
initiate such a careful control over their produc. 
tion, importation, and retail sale, involving 
measures for the prevention of smuggling, that 
the expenses would be very considerable, and not 
recouped out of the increased receipts, for the 
consumption will fall off. 


Thirdly.-—1f the price be raised so as to ap- 
proach the price of liquor, the hest-to-do con- 
sumers may eventually take to alcohol, which 
imparts a much greater stimulus to crime than 
these drugs, while the poorer will almost 
certainly find dhatura, or some. other vegetable 
substance, out of which to manufacture or distil 
intoxicants at a cheaper rate than liquor. 


Fourthly,—The recent interference with liquor, 
at any rate in Western India, bas been sufficient 
interference with the luxuries of the poorest 
classes during the present generation, The 
artificial iucrease in the selling price of Jiquor has 
fortunately been accompanied by a general rise 
in wages aud prosperity and has, therefore, not 
been seriously felt. There is always, however, a 
substratum of very poor in India, and any attempt 
to make their intoxicants too expensive, must 


result in failure, apart from the discontent it 
would cause, 


_ Fifthly.—The whole question of hemp-drugs 


with it. Overworked as all officials are, the 
time that would have to be devoted to intro- 
ducing an elaborate system of hemp excise, would 
only be taken away from the consideration of 








—matters-of—mue geney, : 
cultural indebtedness, religious animosities, the 
growth and repression of crime, the exteusion of 
communications, and irrigation, all of which are a 
never-ending source of anxiety. 


I do not go so faras to say that the bringing 
of the consumption of hemp drugs under stricter 
control would be impossible, but in my opinion, 
the game would not be worth the candle. 


68. We have licensed houses in Karachi for the 
sale of bhang ready made, in addition to the 
ordinary shops licensed for the sale of the raw 
materials. But we have no ganja or bbang 
** dens” where the stuff must be consumed on the 
premises. 


69. No concession of * local option ” in the matter 
of hemp drug shops has been made nor is it necess- 
ary. Where there is sufficient demand, the 
farmer applies fora shop and retailers are all 
grocers, and the drug forms a small] addition to 
their ordinary stock of groceries, ‘The farmer’s 
self-interest no doubt might be supposed to 
induce him to stimulate sales, Butin three out of 
five of the Sind districts, the shops are actually 
fewer in number than nineteen years ago. Kven 
in the large district of Shikarpur also, where ( J 
imagine, owing to the advent of people from 
across the border, for the construction of railways, 
and also to the Afghan War) shops increased 
from 179 in 1873 to 265 in 1881-82, the figure 
has receded to 246 in 1892-93, Andin Thar and 
Parkar, where the shops have also increased, the 
present figure of 2¥is only 5 more than it was 
fifteen years ago. A farmer does not, like a pub- 
lican at home, stimulate sales by accessories calcula. 
ted to make his shops attractive. He simply de- 
pends on thedemand. The Collector and District 
Magistrate, after consulting the local officials, is 
able to judge whether a shop should be opened 
or not, and local residents other than the con- 
samers of the drug take no more interest in the 
matter than atailor in an English country town 
in the question whether a particular grocer down 
the street should have a license to sell claret or not. 





inate officials whom the Coltector 
would consult before deciding, e. g., the Revenue 
and Police heads of the taluka, no doubt ask the 
local zemindars or Hindu Mukhi their opinion 
upon this as upon most matters affecting the 
peace and comfort of the village, But the matter 
is too insignificant for any formal rule to be made 
or to be necessary. 


70. We occasionally catch a load of hemp drugs 
being run across from Cutch, but all told, the 
smuggling, especially across the desert, is of no 
importance to the revenue, We may have a treaty 
some day with Khairpur which will prevent any 
little smuggling there may he from that State, but 
there is no hope of such a measure during the 
lifetime of His Highness the present Mir, 


Letier from Mr. James appended to his 
evidence. 


In continuation of my answer to question 35 (c) 
I have the honour to inform you that on a recent 
visit to the Khirthar range of mountains, which 
separate Sind from Baluchistan, 1 there found the 
so-called wild hemp alluded to, growing freely in 
different localities within the bills. Mr. Woodrow 
of the Poona Botanical Gardens, to whom speci- 
mens were sent, identifies itas Hyoseyamus muticus, 
Linn., a henvane, closely allied to the poisonous 
Knglish piant of that name, which is used in 
medicine, 


The Baluchis stated that if small quantities 
were mixed with hbhang and an infusion drunk 
it created intoxication very rapidly, and that too 
large a dose produced absolute madness. Not 
long ago three men iniiulged too freely, with the 
result that they stripped off all their clothes and 
danced and rushed about nude, being temporarily 
quite out of their senses. 


This wild plant is, therefore, quite different 
from the common wild hemp that grows freely in 
Kashmir acd the Tarai, and kas the merit of 
being much more injuricus. 


2. Evidence of Mr. R. Gries, Collector, Shikarpur. 


1, Asa Revenue Officer of twenty-three years’ | 
service, all of which has been spent in Sind, 1 
have had some opportunities of forming an opinion 
as to the working of our present system of excise 
administration, of talking to the farmers who pur- 
chase the right to retail hemp drugs, and of ob- 
serving in the towns and villages the classes who 
consume them, and their effect on the consumers. 
I have not, however, any special knowledge on the 
subject, but I bave utilized my present position to 
secure from others the best possible information 
regarding the matters specified in the questions. 

2. Charas ard ganja are not manufactured in 
Sind, I cannot, therefore, speak for the accuracy 
of the definition. They are, however, imported in 
small quzntities, und known by those names, 
Bhang includes the seed and also the small stalks 
when broken up and dried of the hemp plant, 

3, Wild hemp is said to grow in the Sind hills: 
I have never seen it in the plains. 

4, It is spoken of as kobi bhang, ¢.¢., bemp 
from the hills, 

5. 1 do not know what special conditions are 
necessary for its growth. 


6. I do not know whether its growth is dense 
or scattered ; but in the Sind hills the latter may 
safely be inferred, as the hills are for the most 
part bare and barren. 


7. Hemp in Sind is cultivated for use as bhang 
only, vever for ganja or charas ; and as those pre- 
parations of the drug are uot prepared in Sind, 
aud only imported into it to a very limited extent, 
to be used chiefly by foreigners, I have for the 
most part withheld any remarks regarding them, 
thinking that such would be far more reliably 
obtained in the provinces where they are prepared 
and in common use, Sometimes, but very 
ravely, the thick stalks of the plant are placed in 
water to rot, and with great labour rope or twine 
is made from them by individual persons for 
special purposes; but the plant is never grown for 
the use of its fibre or of its seed only. 


8, There has been no considerable fluctuation in 
the area under bemp in recent years. The land- 
holder cultivates it with the sole object of getting 
a larger profit from it than from other crops; but 
he is in reality tae slave of the licensed farmer 
who can buy his crop or not if helikes. Cultiva- 
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tion, therefore, never increases beyond the farmer’s 
requirements. 


9. Being dissatisfied with my subordinates’ 
reports on the methods of cultivation, I sent for 
two landholders who regularly cultivate, small 
areas with hemp. Their accounts varied very 
slightly, and were as follows :-— 


Hemp is usually cultivated with well irrigation ; 
but sometimes the land is irrigated beforehand 
with canal water, and the crop is then grown on 
its inherent moisture. This class of irrigation in 
Sind is known as “ bosi,” or to use the technical 
survey term, “artificial inundation.” Seed is sown 
either along the side of raised earthen ridges in 
“chungyun,” 7.e. pinches, what the top of the 
thumb or two first fingers will hold, vizz., five 
or six seeds, or it is sown broadcast, ‘he latter 
method is, however, cunfined entirely to the land 
artificially inundated. In well cultivation the 
ridges are always used. The land is highly man- 
ured, goats’ dung being the best kind. It is 

loughed four or generally five times, and then 
rolled with a heavy log of wood calleda “ sahar” 
until the earth is quite soft, a quality which is 
indispensable for the crop. The seed is sown in 
the late autumn, and even as late as the beginning 
of January, and the crop is reaped in April or May, 
The extent of cultivation on a well ranges from 


has been artificially inundated, may be more. All 
the male plants are rooted up and thrown away as 
useless, When the crop is ripening the upper 
portions of the stalks to the length of 1 to 14 feet 


ce OC 
_ 


_ very rarely (as the statisties show) ganja. 
seven to ten jaribs, but the area, when the land | 


prepared may be roughly set down as. 5,000 
maunds. Bhang is not prepared by the people in 
their houses. It can be prepared from the. hemp 
plant wherever grown, 

15, I have described the method: of preparing 
bhang in paragraph 8 of the last chapter. The 
bbang, ghundyun, and seed are sold to consumers 
exactly in the condition in which I have de- 
spatched them, They were supplied me by the 
farmer for the district. Bhang in Sind is used 
ouly for drinking, while charas and ganja are 
smoked. Bhang is manufactured in the field ; but; 
as before stated, the licensed farmer subsequently 
cleans it, 


17. The ordinary Hindu and Muhammadan cul- 
tivators prepare the bhanpg, not any special class 
of people, 

18, Bhang can be kept several years without 
deterioration unless attacked by insects or wetted 
by rain. After three or four years, however, it is 
said to lose its intoxicating effect. 

_ 19. Ganja and charas are used only in smok- 
ing, 

20. Sindhis as a rule do not smoke ganja and 
charas ; but fakirs, jogis, and travellers from other 
parts, specially the north of India, use charas and 
The 
places of its consumption are the fakirs’ and travel- 
lers’ halting and resting places, 


21, I enclose samples of the kinds used. 


23, Practically bhang is never used for smok- 





are cut off, and these are kept separately, and are 
the tit-bits of it. They are dried with the seed 
and stalk in them, and these pieces are called 
ghundyun, and are said to be more intoxicating 
than the rest of the plant, which, after being cut, 
is dried in the sun for several days, and is then 
threshed with sticks until the broken leaves and 
seed are separated and form the common bhang, 
as it is sold to the farmer, who, however, cleans it 
carefully by sifting, and sometimes separates the 
seeds before retailing it to bis customers. Small 
portions of the ghundyun which break off occasion- 
ally are also preserved separately, and are called 
dodo or dodi. I am sending a box containing speci- 
mens of the ghundyun, dodo, and the seed. The 
actual sowing of the seed, the ploughing, weed- 
ing, and bird-scaring, etc., is always carried out 
by banias or Hindu cultivators, the Muhammadan 
cultivator supplying the bulloeks which work the 
well and the zamindar giving the land. The 
bania supplies the seed, but the manure is given 
in the same proportion as the produce is divided, 
2.¢,, one-fifth to the bania and two-fifths each to 
the raiyat and the landholder, The zamindar also 
gives takavi oran advance in cash to the raiyat. 
The amount of seed sown varies according as the 
cultivation is on well or artificially inundated land, 
the quantity used in the former being naturally 
less. One cultivator said that he used on his well 
three seers a jarib or about six per acre, whereas the 
second said that one seer was enough when the 
seed was sown in ridges, and from two to three 
if sown broadcast. The produce is estimated at 
from 10 to 20 maunds per jarib. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp do not 
form a special class. 

14, Ganja and charas are imported; the former 
from Amritsar, where it is said to have been previ- 
ously imported from Yarkand, Khorasan, and 
Thibet, The latter drug comes from Kutch, 
Bhang is prepared in the district, and as the aver- 
age area cuitivated is 164 acres, the quantity 


Se eee 


rub the fresh leaves of the male plant in their 
hands and place it in their pipes with their to- 
bacco, 


24, All classes of the people drink bhang, the 
proportion among the Hindus being, however, 
larger than among the Muhammadans. The late 
Rai Babadur Diwan Navalrai whose wide ac- 
quaintance with the customs of the people renders 
his opinion a very valuable one, said that 80 per 
cent. of the former and 60 per cent. of the latter 
drink it; but another experienced officer tixes the 
proportion at 60 and 20. 


It is used everywhere for smoking, but scarcely 
ever for eating, although a few people are said to 
cook it with their vegetables, 


25. The figures of retail sales for the district 
given below, viz, :— 


Mds. _— Srs. 
1888-89 e ° . . 3,065 39 
1889-90 - * ; a 8.04] 7 
1890-91 : f Fi » 2,691 19 
1891-92 : 2 : . 2,779 23 
1892-93 = ‘ < . 2,902 32 


tend to show that the use of bhang is not on the 
increase. Taking the average sales to be 3,000 
maunds, the consumption is 104 tolas per head of 
population. There is no reason to suppose that 
the consumption of ganja and charas is increasing. 


26, The consumers may be divided as follows :-— 


(1) Habitual moderate. , Se whee 
(2) Habitnal excessive . . ° 20) 
(3} Occasional moderate . A 7 
(4) Occasional excessive . ° g 3 

Total « 100 


This was the estimate of Mr. Navalrai, and 
strikes me as a good one. The great majority of 
bhang drinkers drink it in moderation, just as an 
ordinary Englishman drinks his beer. 

27, The moderate bhang drinkers belong to all 
classes, and the excessive drinkers are for the 
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most part fakirs, beggars, scavengers, and men of 
low caste. A. few well-to-do people also drink to 
excess; but such instances are rare. Idleness is 
the chief cause which leads to drinking. 


28, Hubitual moderate consumers of bbang are 
said to consume a quarter of a tola daily on an 
average, and excessive consumers 10 tolas, the 
respective prices being one pie and two annas, 
It is said, however, that as much as a seer has 
been consumed by an habitual drinker in the day, 
and an instance has been reported to me of a man 
who, having drank bhang habitually for ten years, 
took three-fourths of a seer of ghundyun mixed 
with sugar and spices, and having smoked charas 
also from his pipe, collapsed and lost the use of 
one eye. He is now to be seen in the city of 
Shikarpur a complete wreck. 


29. Habitual moderate consumers mix as a rule 
nothing with the bhang, but drink it in a large 
quantity of water, when it is known as “pango”’ 
or “sukho.” The preparation is about 3 tolas to 
a gallon, They also drink it mixed with spices 
of all kinds, when it is known as “thadal,”’ 7.¢., a 
cooling drink, the spices used being aniseed, 


pepper, almonds, sugar-candy, saffron, cardamoms, 
poppy seed, coriander, petals of the holly hock, 


several times and found it very refreshing: ” yet 
he was the leader in Sind of a crusade against all 
forms of drinking of intoxicants, Hindu gold- 
smiths, and possibly other mechanics, regard the 
drinking of bhang on Tuesday as essential on 
religious grounds, and call the drink “Shiva jo 
sukho” i.e., “ Shiva’s sukho.” This, no doubt, is 
due to the fact that bhang is looked upon by the 
followers of Shiva as sacred, because their god is 
reputed to have been very fond of it, and drunk 
large quantities of it. The Muhammadans on 
Friday (which answers to our Sunday) consume 
eee of it on that day, as it is their weekly holi- 
ay. 

33. Iam convinced that the excessive drink- 
ing of bhang is universally regarded as disreput- 
able even by the very men who have become 
habitual drinkers. A common term in discredit- 
ing a man isto say that he isa “ bhangi;” i.e., 
one who drinks to excess, and even the drinking 
of pango is liable to be cast in a man’s teeth, 
Thus people who habitually drink pango will with- 
out hesitation deny that they do soif I ask them, 
but this is no doubt partly due to their imagin- 
ing that the sahib will look upon them less 

o 





succory, purslain, etc. Excessive consumers 
drink it as a rule with water ouly, but parched 
grain is sometimes added in order to intensify the 
intoxicating power, Sometimes before being 
mixed with water, the bhang is placed under the 
hot ashes of a fire, as this also is said to increase 
its strength. Ordinarily bhang is pounded up 
with a short stick which answers to a pestle, and 
then put in the water, the mixture being strained 
throuch a cloth. The spiced mixture is specially 
used at festivals, such as the Holi or Shivaratri. 
Dhatura is not used with bhang, nor do I know 
of the preparation “bhang massala.” Tobacco 
only is mixed with charas and ganja. 

30. Bhang is generally drunk in company, and 
especially at social meetings, those who drink 
it in solitude usually doing so in order to escape 
the notice of their relatives or others who disapprove 


of the habit. it until _they 


favourably, and n i 

moderate and the bhangi’s excessive use of the 
drug, Still I myself believe that all respectable 
natives, Hindus and Mubammadans, in _ their 
hearts look upon bhang, as they do upon opium 
and liquor, as bad. Charas and ganja are in 
disrepute with Sindhis, who consider that they 
produce asthma and impotence, 


34. The moderate consumer would, no doubt 
soon take to other cooling drinks if the use of 
bhang was interdicted, but I do not think that it 
would be a serious privation to him. To the 
excessive drinker the privation would undoubtedly 
be great, and might also lead to his taking more 
injurious intoxicants, ¢.e., preparations of dhatura, 
aconite, opium, country liquor, etc. 

85, As long as bbang could be procured else- 
where, it would inevitably be smuggled if probib- 
ited here, and the same remark applies to the 
other drugs in so far as they are consumed in 





are growing old; nor do children as rule. Young 
Ee a a 

men acquire the habit, but as a rule the consump- 

tion increases with age. 


31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily ac- 
quired, and relinquished with difficulty if once it is 
used to excess. Probably bad company is the 
leading cause why people become excessive 
drinkers. The second laudholder whom 1 ques- 
tioned is himself 2 consumer, but said, and I be- 
lieve truly, that he used to drink it to excess ; 
but, finding how injurious it was, had for some 
time drunk it in moderation only, and once a day 
instead of twice, é.¢,, at evening, in the proportion 
of about 2 tolas toa pint. He used the expres- 
sion regarding his former excessive drinking that 
he could not stand it, as he lost his head, and it 
led to his being cheated by the banias, so he had 
reduced his quantity to half an anna, i.e., 24 tolas 
per diem. 

82. Oncertain Hindu festivals, such as the 
Holi, Shivaratri, Chetichand, aud Vaisakhi, a large 
quantity of bhang is prepared, especially in the 
temples, and offered to all comers as a part of the 
religious ceremonies. If avy one 1s unwilling to 
drink, be puts a drop on his tongue mm token of 
acceptance. The bhang so used is very weak, 
and the custom is one which is not likely to lead 
to the habit of drinking. This was Mr, Naval- 
rai’s view, and he adds: “I have drunk it myself 


Sind. Its prohibition could be enforced by Jegis-— 
lation only. Discontent would undoubtedly be 
caused by it, but I do not think that in Sind such 
discontent would amount to a political danger. I 
certainly think, however, that other intoxicants 
would be substituted, viz., liquor by the rich and 
other deleterious drugs by the poor. Charas, being 
prepared in Afghanistan and other parts of Cent- 
ral Asia, could always be smuggled into India. 
36. There is no reason whatever to suppose that 
alcohol is taking the place of the hemp drugs. 


40. Bhang is used by native doctors in the 
treatment of many complaints. Thus in a diluted . 
form it is used to cure costiveness of the bowels, 
and also in cases of temporary stricture, dysentery, 
coughs, colds, and venereal diseases. For external 
application it is said to be mixed with butter and_ 
applied to boils, piles, ear-ache, and sore-throats. 
In cases of asthma the stalks are broken up with 
the flower of the dhatura and smoked. It is also 
used as an aphrodisiac. The ashes of burnt’ 
charas are said to be used for sciatica and worms. 


41. Bhang used in moderation is beneficial— 
(1) asa digestive ; 
(2) as a sedative in cases of pains; 
(3) as acooling drink in the hot weather. 


Here again I quote Mr. Navalrai, as his opinion 
is, 1 think, extremely valuable owing to his hav- 
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ing been a man of very unusual ability and sound- 
ness of judgment as well as the leader in Sind of 
a crusade against intoxicants of all kinds. I 
spoke to him on the subject when be was collect- 
ing information for me, and found that he was 
strongly of opinion that bhang drunk as a mild 
refreshment was beneficial, while he was opposed 
to the use of opium or aleohol in any form 
except as a medicine. Bhang is used for the above 
purposes by all classes of the people. 


42, Mr. Navalrai’s reply to question 42 is— 


“ | have associated with persons who are moder- 
ate habitual consumers, and have never found the 
drug to do them any harm. They feel no more 
than a pleasant sensation with more or less forget- 
fulness of wordly cares,” 


I need scarcely say that Mr. Navalrai was not 
an habitual consumer, but he had, as before stated, 
ou rare occasions drunk the mixture known as 
thadal, I certainly think that bhang as ordi- 
arily drunk in Sind is harmless, and that to de- 
prive the people of it would be exactly the same 
thing as to deprive the ordinary Englishman of 
his beer or the Devonshire labourer of his cider. 


43. Moderate consumers of bhang are perfectly 
inoffeusive in every way, 


44, Undoubtedly its moderate use tends to allay 
hunger, although it is said to stimulate the 
appetite greatly, and it is very refreshing, It is 
not intoxicating, and the effect is only temporary. 
If habitually drunk even in moderation, its want 
would be felt. 


45. The habitual moderate use of bhang has in 
the opinion of all consulted no bad effect what- 
ever, at any rate until old age approaches. Then 
some people thiak that the constitution becomes 
enervated aud weakeved by it, but the popular 
idea is that even then a plentiful use of ghi and 
sugar wil] counteract all bad effects. 


46. Used in excess, bhang causes all the bad 
effects mentioned in the question ; but insanity 
produced by it would appear to be generally tem- 
porary. Its principal effect is to render the con- 
sumer thoroughly inert both in mind and body, 


47, The habitual moderate use of hemp has no 
tendency to become hereditary or to affect in any 
way thechildren: The landholder referred to in 
paragraph 31 said he had warned his sons against 
its use lest they should be bitten by the same 
snake as their father was, and that neither of 
them drank it. 


48. Nor do I think that excessive bhang drink- 
ing is an hereditary habit; but it would no doubt 
injuriously affect the children in proportion as the 
parents’ health was impaired by its use. 


49, It is not used in moderation as an aphro- 
disiac. 

50. But it is used in excess for the above pur- 
pose by people of all kinds and prostitutes and it 
tends to enfeeble ihe system, even if it does not 


directly produce impotency, as the excessive use of 
charas and ganja are said to. 


51. Moderate consumption is not connected 
with crime in any way. 


52. Nor do I think that excessive consumption 
is, because the most characteristic feature in the 
effect produced by the drinking of bhang to excess 
is extreme timidity, which would rather prevent 
the consumer from committing any crime. Thus 
aman under the influence of bhang will be terror. 
stricken if he even sevs a policeman, and fancy that 
he has come to arrest him or beat him ; and again 


ee 
_ 


a ee 


he will be frightened if he sees the bania to whom 
he owes money, and will readily sign anv foolish 
document which the latter asks him to. These ex- 
amples were given to me by the bhangi landholder 
above referred to, but they illustrate very well the 
undoubted effect of an excessive use of hemp, and 
which as arule makes a man quiet, timid and inert. 


58. It is said, however, to lead sometimes to 
temporary passion, and in the case of a sepoy who 
some years ago ran amuck at Hyderabad it was 
attributed to an excessive consumption of bhang. 
The evidence on this point is, however, discrepant, 
many people saying that bhang never leads to 
violence, 


54, I have never heard of bhang being used to 
fortify criminals in order to enable them to com- 
mit crime. 

55. A species of sweetimeat called “ majun ” is 
prepared in Sind from bhang by boiling it with 
ghi and water, the scum being carefully removed 
during the boiling. Sugar is then added and 
spices, musli, shokakal, and galib khalu, of which 
I do not know the botanical names, bahman (Cen- 
faurea behen), dalchini (cinnamon), wodaf 
(aniseed), kaisar (saffron), phota (cardamoms), 
jafar (nutmeg), jauutri (mace), and utangar 
(Acanthodium hirtune). This sweetmeat is very 
popular, and realizes about double the price of 
bhang. 16 is used in Sind by criminals in order to 
further their designs, as it is pleasant to the taste 
and produces stupefaction. I myself have had 
several cases before me as a Magistrate in which 
majun had been so used. Dhatura is sometimes 
mixed with bhang, sugar, and spices for the same 
purpose. Bhang by itself is not so used, neither are 
charas and ganja. In 1891 a case of unnatural 
crime was committed to the Sessions at Shikarpur, 
in which the victim, a boy of 14, was said to have 
been drugged with sweetened bhang in which 
dhatura had been mixed, but the case was acquit- 
ted. Practically complete stupefaction does not 
follow the drinking of plain bhang. 

56. Bhang drunk either in moderation or excess 
is said to become more intoxicating when parched 
gram or til (sesamum) is added. Dhatura is used 
for crime only. In December 1888 a man was 
convicted under section 37, Bombay Act VII of 
1867, of being drunk and incapable from the 
effects of dhatura and charas mixed. 


57, Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk 
in Sind. The intoxicating qualities of the hemp 
plant are very remarkable. Thus it is stated to 
be an actual fact that persons passing by the crop 
when nearly ripe ofteu feel their heads spin and 
indeed ache from its influence. Birds who, like 
squirrels, hares and rats, eat the seed greedily b2- 
come so intoxicated by it that they can be caught 
by the hand, and I have seen a man who said he 
had himself caught them in that state more than 
once, 


58. Iam well acquainted with the excise sys- 
tem in force as regards hamp drugs, and 1| think 
that it works fairly well, but needs more than one 
radical chango, 


59. At present the price of bhang and of 
charas and ganja too is entirely unrestricted, and 
it is left to the licensed farmer’s will to raise or 
lower it at his pleasure. If, therefore, at the auc- 
tion a man bids excessively, the farmer can reim- 
burse himself by raising the price, provided, of 
course, that such price is not actually probilitive, 
The consequence is that the bhang farmer buys at 
Rs, 24 to Rs. 44 per maund (the landholder before 
meutioned actually sold his crop last year at 
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Rs, 3-15-0) from the cultivator, and sells at Rs. 50 
to 60 permaund. This seems a very loose system, 
and one which must often result in the farmers 
reaping an excessive rate of profit, especially as 
combinations at the auction sales to prevent com. 
petition are still not uncommon, and used to be 
frequent. 


62. The quantity of cultivation is now suffi- 
ciently controlled, not by its price, but by the 
fact that’if the cultivation exceeds the farmer’s 
demand, the produce is unsaleable. I myself 
remember very well a year wheu some bhang 
which was forfeited to Government in default of 
payment of rent was absolutely unsaleable because 
the farmer had got all be required. The farmer 
gives the cultivator what he pleases, and just 
enough to induce the men who ordinarily cultivate 
it to supply the quantity he wants. There is 
consequently little fear of any excess in the area 
of cultivation. Even now a cultivator requires a 
license to possess and manufacture his bhang, and 
can only sell it wholesale to the licevsed farmer. 
The simplest method of control would be a Gov- 
ernment monopoly as of opium, 


63. With the above exceptions, 1 do not object 
to the present system of vend, 


64, Nor do I object to the regulations govern- 
ing the export, import and transport of the 
drugs. 

65. I think that the amount of taxation 
should be fixed by Government, and not left as 
it is at present in the farmer’s hands, the taxation 
being the prices realised at auction. In the case 
of opium and country liquor Government first 


levy a duty, and this should be done for bhang | 


jn such a way, bowever, as not to lower its present 
price. The statistics previously sent demonstrate 


what is well known to be a fact that the price of 
bhang has been raised immensely in the last twenty 
years by the farmers. Thus five tolas used to be 
purchased for three pies, whereas only one is now 
obtainable. Yet the average area cultivated in 
the five years ending 1877-78 was 164 acres, 
and in the last five years 165 acres, z.e., only one 
acre more, while the revenue per head of taxa- 
tion has risen from 5 annas to 1 rupee, 


67, Whether ganja and charas pay any Govern- 
ment duty inthe Punjab or elsewhere I do not 
know, But their price also should, I think, be 
fixed by Government, aud a duty levied on them, 
if not already done, 


68. There are no houses or shops where hemp 
drugs can be sold and consumed on the premises, 
and I certainly do not want to see such opened. 


69. A retail shop for the sale of the drugs is 
only opened when there is a bond fide demand, 
although no regular system of local option exists, 
The matter must, I think, rest with the Revenue 
Officers to decide, because avy rule that a shop 

should only be opened when a certain per- 

centage of the inhabitants signed an applica- 
cation fur it would not be of much value, signa- 
tures being obtainable for very little even when 
the bribe is one of words only. Revenue Officers 
should, however, be very careful not to sanction 
any new shop until clear proof of substantial 

| demand bas been given. 

| 


70. There is no reason to thivuk tbat bhang is 
much smuggled into this district. Bahawalpur 
indents «n us for its supply; Khairpur grows its 
own; but as itis sold there at a much cbeaper 
rate, petty acts of smuggling may be carried on. 
There is no tax on importation. 





3. Evidence of Mr. C. E. 8. Starrorp SreELy, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, 
Thar and Parkar District. 


2, Yes. Bhang, ganja, and charas. 
3. A plant resembling the hemp plant is said to 


be found growing wild in the hills along the Khirta | 


tange and on the western border of Sind; it is 
called “Igoi,” It operates quicker, and its 
effects are more pronounced than in the case of 
bhang. 

4, The ordinary hemp plant does not grow 
spontaneously. 

5. Unknown. 

6. Scattered. 

7. Practically none in this district ; not av acre 
in all, 

8. Vide above. 


9, Grown both as a f#harif and radi crop. 
ther particulars not known. 


Fur- 


10. Not a special class. 

11 and 12. No information available. 

13, Vide query 7. : 

14. The plant, as already stated, is not grown 
in this district. 

18. Bhang deteriorates after twelve months, and 
becomes worthless after two years. Ganja the 
same. Charas is said to improve by keeping, but 
it has to be kept so that the air may be excluded, 
and even so it will not retain its properties after 
five years. 
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19. Only for smoking. 


20. The inferior orders and ascetics, both Hin- 
dus and Muhammadans, mendicants and fakirs. 


21. Flat preferred. 


22. Foreign. Imported directly from the Pun- 
jab; principally from Amritsar, It is said to 
come from Yarkand, 


23. Those addicted to ganja and deprived of the 
drug at times mix bhang with tobacco ; but this is 
said to be infrequent, the result being unsatisfac- 
tory. 

24. The sweetmeat majum is eaten by the 
higher classes, but it is not wet with in this dis- 
trict. 


25. Increased, but with the population and not 
| in consequence of greater consumption by in- 
dividuals, except in the case of charas, the imports 
of which have increased during the past two years. 


| 


26, Bhang. Charas, Ganja. 
(a) 40 per cent. 60 per cent. 70 per cent. 
ey SU, i! ltteer + Bana 
(c) 20 ,, 
(2) 


Those persons who take charas and ganja be- 
come habitual consumers, for the habit is said to 
grow upon one, 


27. (a) Bhang.—As regards bhang, moderate 
21 
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consumers are to be found in all classes and among 39. Bhang is taken in a liquid form, and ganja 
both sexes. and charas are smoked, ‘The drugs are not taken 


in any other way, 


40. By native physicians the properties of 
; bbang are termed “ cold and dry,” 4.e., stimulative 
(0) Bhang.—Beggars and ascetics, and at times | and sedative. A snuff is prepared from the leaves, 
sayads and pirs and others of the upper classes. Bhang is also used as a “hair wash.” It is pre- 
(s) Charas and ganja.—As under (a). scribed for diarrhea and gonorrhoea and as a 
diuretic. Prepared as a plaster, itjis used asa cool- 
ing application for piles and to reduce inflamma- 
tion, and also for neuralgia. 


It is administered to mares shortly before they 
are covered. 


(a) Charas.— Beggars and ascetics. 
(2) Ganja.—Beggars and ascetics, 


(2) Bhang.—Use is induced by the excessive 
Leat of the climate, and taken in moderation, it is 
said to be cooling. | 

Charas and ganja are taken very often in the 
first instance moderately with a view to increasing 


the sexual powers. Excess follows with the result 41. Only bhang, whieh is used.— 
that loss of power ensues, and the constitution (2) as a digestive ; 
hecomes enfeebled. (2) to alleviate fatigue ; 
9%. (a) Bhane . . 1 tolas = 3 pies. (c) to induce perspiration in ague fits, when 
«) ae} : botany ‘i dry leaves are placed on embers and the 
Ga ia : Bie Vy ae fi % smoke inhaled, 
an e ° B 2%» = » t : i % 
Ty es Oa, islinaeltoual (d) Vide paragraph 40 above. 
Charas . get 2 tole treat Homey 42. Bhang in moderation is popularly regarded 
Ganja. aime.) tds he ol peat to be harmless, and 1 see no reason to dispute 


this. 


43, Yes; but the sensitive “ feelings ”’ of habit- 
ual consumers appear to be easily aroused, and 
such persons give way to inordinate merriment or 
to sudden anger at small provocation. In support 
Charas and ganja,—Tobacco is only mixed with | of this view, there is the Sindi adage ‘ Never 
these. meddle with a bhangi.” 

Dhatura is not mixed. | 44, Bhang if taken of moderate strength is 
30. These drugsare consumed in solitude and in es inipries Honnticaiys be ted vuad Win 


29. (a) Bhang.—-Black pepper and cardamoms, 
bhang only being conducive of flatulency. 


(b) Pounded almonds, sugar, and poppy-head 
seeds, 


company, and to a greater extent in company. hepa 2 patil be a ni sige Tt does 

The consumption is mainly confined to the male aa Sable OP vit SS, pails, greta dipengne i 

The period for which the immediate effects lasi 

varies. ‘the after-effects are said to be lowering, 

| and consumers become hypochondriac, ‘Tbe want 

of subsequent gratification is felt more intensely 
in the case of bhang, 





spec ; take -bhangin 
moderate quantities, chielly when pregnant, as a 
narcotic. ‘These drugs are not administered to 
children. 

81. The habit is easily acquired, and the habit SD ph he ‘ ty 
of taking ganja and charas is comparatively diffi- | , aut gay \ Salleh a rhea oho 
cult to break off. The moderate use generally | °° et Sei ek : yen Po te Has said 
leads to excess in the case of the two drugs named, ; ' Produce warmth tn the system, and for that 

fe Ae, eT | yeason is said to be frequently taken by persons 

32. None in this district. when starting ona journey at night. A state 

83. The consumption of ganja and charas is | of inertia follows the want of it. 
regarded as a vicious habit, as these narcotics im- | Charas is more rapid in its action than ganja 
pair the constitution. Not here. | and vertigo frequently follows. It is said that 
34, In the case of bbang none to speak of, | in the case of these two drugs the habit can be 
unless the drug has been taken to excess, when : easily broken off, whereas such is not tbe case as 
its deprivation is said to prevent the retention of | regards bhaug. 


py sade seothare | 
urine by causing irritation in the bladder. | 45. The moderate use of bhang is not considered 
In the case of ganja and charas the deprivation | to be injurious; otherwise it is said to enfeeble the 
would be felt for a few days, and relief sought by constitution and to bring on mental anxiety and 
imbibing bhang. | extreme nervousness. Persons addicted to it are 
35, Ganja and charas might easily be pro- | ™ore susceptible to fatigue than others. It does 
hibited, as the drugs are imported, and they are not injure the digestion or cause loss of appetite, 
looked upon with disfavour by the better classes, nor bring oe pera: a git ee 4 In cases of 
The prohibition to bhang wonld give rise to Bye TE aie: ioe natant eae Sa 
san bis Aina Bate BIE es fey | remedy. Its use is conducive to laziness; neither 
oie ked Saeliatast re Srp ee faa! yh 4 immorality nor debauchery is laid to its charge. 
1s looked Upon as ve poor Man's Darcotic, anc | Mental vigour becomes weakened by the excessive 
furthermore because it is also considered to possess | 11.5 of the drug, but insanity is said not to ensue 
valuable medicinal properties. If prohibited, the ; fs beget Rake Jat 
consumption of opium would be stimulated there-— ae . ee ee Ney Mette on all sides, 
rie produce most baneful effects. ere is a saying 
a) There is no evidence in support of such a em a AR ita Apres tg ruth 
\ ae ; ' | Jess.” These drugs weaken the physique, causing 
iG bs EI OE Ns istry, Deepa wasting of the body. Vision becomes impaired 
37. Charas is said to Induce immediate intoxica- d the lun ffected: the i 
tion, and there is a Sindi saying in support of eadened, ak ans in Res ng 
this, The action of ganja is slower, and, in order | operate to incite debauchery, they end by render- 
to accelerate its effect, tobacco is often smoked 


ing those addicted to their impotent, In- 
immediately after the drug has been taken. a SiS, DER, ADS D 


sanity is acknowledged to follow their excessive 
38. Only the flat is supplied in this district. use, 
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47. No. 


49, The lower classes of prostitutes are addict- 
ed to bhang. 


Ganja and charas are- supposed to act at first 
as an aphrodisiac, but their continued use is said 
to inevitably cause impotence, 

50. Vide above. 


51, Such has not proved to be ‘the case in 
this district. 


None so far as can be locally ascertained, 


52. Persons claiming to be addizted to ganja 
and charas have been known to plead irrespon- 
sibility for their actions, 

58. 1t appears that those who indulge in 
bhang are easily provoked and become exces- 
sively irritable, and that insanity results from 
the immoderate use of ganja and charas, Se- 
rious crimes are most undoubtedly committed by 
persons addicted to these drugs, and are mostly 
ascribed either to provocation or frenzy. 


54. These drugs are not taken by those un- 
accustomed to their use with a view. to fortify 
themselves in the commission of premeditated 
crimes. Criminals addicted to ganja and charas 
are believed to gather Dutch courage by forti- 
fying themselves with a smoke prior to starting 
on their nefarious expeditions, 


55. No such case has been heard of here, 
56. Sugar, poppy-head seeds, til, te, gin- 


gelly, and parched gram are mixed with bhang, 
and are supposed to enhance its intoxicatiny 
properties. The baking of the leaves prior to 
their being pounded up is believed to increase 
the effects of the drug. 


Pickles, sour fruit and ghee are the antidotes 
resorted to in case of prolonged intoxication, 


57. They are only smoked here, | 


58 and 59. The system appears to work well, 
but, in view of the baneful effects produced by 
ganja and charas, I am disposed to recommend 
that their sale should be restricted to a greater 
extent than is now done. In terms of the pre- 
sent form of license, a retail veudor is permitted 
to sell 40 tolas or half a seer of these drugs to 
apy one person on any one day; he is also per- 
mitted to sell the same amount of bhang, which 
isa much cheaper commodity. I think in the 
ease of ganja and charas the maximum vend 
might well be fixed at 10 tolas. 


60. Not produced in this district. 


61, Not produced, 

62. It is already sufficiently controlled. 

63. Vide answer to paragraphs 5$ and 59, 

64. No, 

68. No. 

69. Merely in so far that shops are only 


opened where required. None seem called for. 
Unnecessary. 





4. Evidence of Kuan Banapur Kapirpap Kuan Gut Kuan, C.LE., Deputy Col- 
lector, Naushahro Sub-division. 


1. I have served in all the districts of the prov- 
ince for a little more than thirty-four years, aud 
have had to deal with those who sell and consume 
hemp. 


2. The drugs which are consumed and sold in 
Sind are the three, viz., bhang (hemp), charas and 
ganja. 

Hewp is locally produced, but charas and ganja 
are imported from Yarkand and Panveli of Thana 
district, respectively. They are not manufactured 
from hemp plant in this province, 

Gunja imported into this country is of the 
flattened shape, 7.¢., the flat ganja. 

So the definitions given by Dr. Prain may be 
accepted. 


In this province hemp is known by the name of 
bhang, and charas and ganja by their original 
names, 


3, In no district of this province does the hemp 
plant grow spontaneously. 


7. Hemp is cultivated in this province only for 
use as bhang and for its seed, but for no other 
purposes. 

%. There is a gradual increase in the cultivation 
of bhang owing to the increase in population, but 
the increase is not very great. : 


9. I bave served in Sehwan taluka, zillah 
Karachi, for about seven years, where in one of its 
villages, called Bubak, hemp is grown considers 
ably and brought to perfection. In order to raise 
a good crop of hemp, it is necessary that the land 
should be well ploughed and manured and copiously 
watered, The seed is sown about October or 
November and the cropis reaped about April. The 


vol, vii. 


| erop is then allowed to dry in the sun aud then 
' removed to warehouses or godowns. 


i 


' factorily. 
is raised to its perfection in this province, there is 


10. Persons of the same classes as other agri- 
cultural cultivators grow the hemp. They form no 
special class: but as a rule a Hindu agriculturist 
takes more pains with the crop than a Muham- 
madan does, 


11. Ido not know anything about this. 
12, [cannot answer this, 


13, As ganja is not manufactured from hemp in 
this province, I caunot answer this question satis- 
I can only add this much, that as hemp 


' no reason why ganja could not be made out of it 


| 
| 


a 


locally, if the cultivators knew how to manufac- 
ture it. 


14, Ganja and charas are not prepared in Sind ; 
but only bbhang is used, 


Bhang is the leaf of the hemp plant and gene- 
rally the seeds are mixed with it. In this state it 
is pounded in a mortar, made into liquid, and 
drunk. Bhavg is not imported from any other 
province or native territory; but whatever is 
raised iu the province is sufficient to supply the 
demand of consumers, 


Very little of it is grown in this district. The 
area brought under hemp cultivation during the 
last three years is as follows :— 

a We 
1890-91 . : 17 6 
1891-92 . : . 20. 26 
1892-93 : . ; . 2 29 


But the demands of the district are supplied by 
importation of bbang from Karachi district, chiefly 
Bubak of Sehwan taluka, 


2u2 
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15. [ cannot give the method of the preparation 
cf charas and ganja, as they are not manufactured 
in Sind. But as far as the habits of the people 
are concerned, charas and ganja are smoked, bhang 
is drunk in a liquid state, and a preparation of 
the bhang, called majum, is eaten. The way in 
which majum is prepared is as follows :—Bhang 
is pounded in a mortar, water is added to it and 
its juice is extracted by pressing it. This is 
again boiled and in the process of boiling sugar- 
candy and cardamom are put in it. This, after it 
is cooled, is eaten by well-to-do persons in small 
quantities at bed-time and also early in the | 
morning, but the use of majum is confined to only 
few and rich people. 


16. Bhang is generally prepared by people in | 
their houses or éztanas and dayeras, which resem- | 
ble the alehouses of Europe. It can be prepared 
from the hemp plant wherever grown, but charas 
and ganja require special process for its manu- 
facture. 


17. Needs no answer. 


18. Of course charas, ganja as well as bhang 
deteriorate by keeping. Bhang and ganja quite 
lose their etf-et after four years; but charas can 
keep up. its effect for a Jonger time and alter six 
or eight years it becomes useless, Lapse of time 
and effects of climate are the causes of deteriora- 
tion. No special measures can be suggested to 
prevent the deterioration of these drags, 


19, As far as Sind is concerned, ganja and 
charas are used only for smoking, They are used 
ia no other way. 

20. Ganja and charas are smoked in this pro- 
vince chiefly by fakirs who come from other parts 
of India and also by those local residents who 
associate with such fakirs, ‘here are more ganja 
smokers than charas smokers. The proportion of | 
ganja smokers is one per cent., and that of charas | 
smokers about one per 200 of the population. 
In mufassal vanja and charas are used very little 
and by exceptionally very few people; but in 
large cities and towns which the foreigners resort 
to, the proportion of smokers is large. 

21. Only the flat ganja is imported into Sind for ; 
consumption, 


92. Only foreien charas is used. It is im- 
ported to this country from Yarkand wa Amrit- 
sar. 


23. In very rare instances those who are ad- 
dieted to ganja smoking do smoke bhang leaves 
as a substitute for ganja when they cannot obtain 
the latter; but this habit is confined to hard 
smokers of ganja and it is not of general practice. 

24, The drinking of bhang is not confined to 
any particular class or creed of people. Both 
Hindus and Mubammadans drink and eat it, 
Bhang is eaten in the shape of majum only in 
large cities and towns by very few people who 
are rich; but its drinking is extended over large 
cities and towns as well as the mufassal with this 
exception that whereas in large cities and towns 
the proportion of drinkers may safely be estimated 
at 25 per cent., while in the mufassal it is only 5 
per cent. 


RE 


25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang, speci- 
ally of the latter, is on the increase. 

Ganja and charas, when smoked, produce a | 
heating effect and the climate of Sind ig hot, 


Therefore these two drugs are consumed in a 
limited quautity, 


The drinking of bhang has cooling effects and 


in a hot country like Sind it is, to those who use 
it, an agreeable beverage. The reason of the in- 
crease in the consumption and use of bhang may 
be attributed to the change in the habits of the 
people with the march of civilization, when 
every young man has begun to think that he can 
do what be likes and may eat and drink whatever 
he pleases without any cbeck as long as he does 
not break the law, 


To prove that charas and ganja are con- 
sumed toa very small extent as compared with 
bhang, I give the figures of consumption for the 
year 1891-92 for the Hyderabad district :— 


Maunds, Seers. Tolas, 
(1) Bhang 5 - 1,120 15 39 
(2) Charas . 14 10 67 
(3) Ganja 39 36 69 


26, The number of habitual as well as occasional 
excessive consumers of ganja and charas is very 
small, and the number of occasional moderate con- 
sumers is also very small, They should not be 
taken into consideration. But the number of 
habitual moderate consumers of charas and ganja 
may be reckoned at 5 per mille in large cities and 
towns and | per mille in the mufassal. 

In the case of bhang drinking the proportion 
may be taken as follows :— 

Tu large cities In mufas- 


and towns, sal. 
Yer cent, Per cent, 
(1) Habitual moderate consumers 20 3 
(2) Habitual excessive ditto 2 Dd 
(3) Occasional moderate ditto 1 5 
(4) Ditto excessive ditto 2 1 


27. Charas and ganja are smoked by people of 
very low class and inferior habits, but bhang is 
taken by all classes, beginning with princes, nobles, 
merchants, spiritual leaders, ending with the poorest 
labourer and the beggar. The habit of using 
bhang is acquired by associating with bhang 
drinkers. 

28, The daily average cost of these drugs per 
diem may be estimated as follows ;— 


Habitual moderate 
cousumers, 


Habitual excessive 


cousumers. 
(1) Bhang One pie per bead. Six pies per head. 
(2) Charas Six pies Twoannas ,, 
(3) Ganja Three pies __,, One anna 


29, As a rule ordinarily no ingredients are mixed 
by any of the classes who use bhang, charas and 
ganja, In exceptional cases, dhatura is mixed 
with bhang in order to stupefy the person by 
whom it is intended to be used ; but this is done 
in very rare instauces among the Muhammadans 
of the lowest class. Among the Hindus the ad- 
mixture of dhatura with bhang is not known. 


There is no such thing as bbang massala kaown 
or used in Sind, 


30. Those who use the drugs take it in solitude 
as well as in company, but naturally a man takes 
a little more in company than what he does in 
solitude, 

Children never smoke charas or ganja; but 
women of very low caste, such as prostitutes, do 
smoke it, Bhang is used by females generally 
after they attain the age of thirty or forty years, 
but the proportion of female drinkers as compared 
with male drinkers is very small, say one woman 
after every five men. 


81. ‘The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
can be easily formed, and it is difficult to break 
off. There is not much tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive; but it must be remem- 
bered that those who are excessive smokers or 
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drinkers had begun by moderate smoking or 
drinking. pe 


82, In the case of charas and ganja it is not 
obligatory by any religious or social eustom to 
smoke the stuff on any particular occasion; but 
in the case of bhang among the Hindus during 
the Holi holidays it is a part of the religious 
ceremony to take a little of “panjtulo” (five 
ingredients) when attending the tikava (a place 
of worship). This panjtulo is composed of bhang, 
sugar, cardamom, dry leaves of ruses and suceory 
(or kasni); but there is no religious or social 
obligation on the Muhammadans to take the 
driuk on any particular day. On the occasion 
of religious holidays such as Mohurrum those 
who do not drink it have no objection to tuke a 
little of it if offered; but this drinking is gene- 
rally temperate and is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit, nor is it otherwise 
injurious, 

33, As far as public opinion of this country is 
concerned, the smoking of charas and ganja is 
considered as not a respectable habit, and the 
moderate drinking of bhang is not regarded as 
disreputable, On the contrary, there are certain 
i ire in Persian, Sindhi and Urdu, praising the 
¢ rug. 


The hemp plant or its leaves or seeds are never 
worshipped on any cecasion by Muhammadans. 
In the Sindhi months of Asu and Chet, when 


Hindu males and females observe fasting (called | 


Ekana), the section of the Hindus who are thie 
followers of Devi worship hemp in liquid before 
it is drunk. 


84. Certainly it would be a serious privation to 
charas, ganja aud hemp consumers to forego 
the consumption of these drugs, as it would be 
in the case of a European labourer if he is prohi- 
bited from his glass of beer, Once a man gets 
into the habit of taking certain intoxicating or 
narcotic drug, he feels the want of it even if he 
were a moderate consumer, It is very difficult to 
give the probable number of each class of con- 
sumers, 


35. It would not be feasible to prohibit the 
use of any or all of these drugs, just in the same 
way as all governments in Kurepe would not find 


it feasible to probit the use of wines and beers. drug's is not proved to produce any noxious effects 


Tf the licit consumption of these drugs were pro- | 


hibited, people would find ways to use them 
illicitly. The consumers will be seriously discon- 
tented if prohibition were enforced, and the dis- 
content will certainly amount to a political danger, 
as all classes of people from the most influential 
spivitual leader to the lowest beggar will say that 
British Government, while not interfering or pro- 
hibiting the use of alewholin their own country, 
are stopping them here from the use of less intoxi- 
eating drugs which they have been using from 
time immemorial and which is also religiously 
respected, and the prohibition will naturally be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants and 
other drugs. 


36. From the enquiries that I have made, I 
learn that alcohol is not substituted for any of 
these drugs; but if the consumers of hemp drugs 
find themselves in better circumstances, they begin 
to use alcohol in addition to hemp drugs. 

37. In my opinion the offects of charas smoking 
are as bad as those of ganja. From a teetotaller’s 
point of view one is as bad as the other. 

38. I cannot answer this question, as we have 
got only one kind of ganja used in Sind, 


if 


anc anes manana est CG COOE AE CE CT: 


39. In this province every body will share with 
me in saying that smoking of any preparation of 
the hemp drug is more injurious than drinking it 
or eating the same in the shape of majum, because 
smoking has more stupefying effects than drinking 
and eating. 


40. The use of charas and ganja is never pre- 
scribed by any school of native doctors as a medi- 
cine, or as an ingredient in a medicine, but on 
several oceasious the drinking of mild liquid of 
old hemp is prescribed by native doctors asa medi- 
cine in the case of bleeding piles, dysentery and 
stoppage of urine, 


I have not heard that hemp is ever used in the 
treatment of cattle diseases, 


41, The moderate use of charas, ganja or bhange 
will not prove beneficial in the case of those who 
have never used it; but those who consume it 
confess that the moderate use of these drugs 
makes them in good mood for hard work and 
exertion, and the use of hemp liquid is considered 
as a preventive of disease in malarions and un- 
healthy tracts. 


It is difficult to say regarding the classes 
minutely ; but 1 refer to the moderate habitual use 
of these drugs. 


42, The moderate use of all the three drugs is 
harmless, because I have never olserved the 
moderate consumer of any of these drugs inferior 


intellectually or physically to those who do uot 
use them. 


43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 1 have exercised magisterial powers 
for more than 26 years and no cases have come to 
my notice showing that because a man happens 
to be a moderate consumer of any of these drugs, 
he has been offensive to his neighbours. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumer is 
that he finds himself to be refreshed, and it pro- 
duces a little intoxication, creates appetite and the 
effects of intoxication Jast for a few hours. The 
habitual moderate consumer feels himself very 
uneasy if he does not get his smoke or dose at bis 
usual times. 


45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 


—pbysical, mental or moral. It does uot impair 
the constitution in any way. It does not injure 
the digestion or cause loss of appetite. It does not 
cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma. It does 


' not impair the moral sense or induce laziness of 


ee 


habits or immorality or debauchery, It does not 
deaden the intellect or produce insanity. These 
drugs have been never known to produce insanity 
if taken moderately. 


46, In the case of those who use these drugs 
habitually in excessive quantities, they are cer- 
tainly inferior physically, mentally and morally, 
to their brothers who do not use the drugs or use 
them moderately. But the habitual excessive use 
produces permanent insanity only in those cases 
where the consumer is physically weak and is not 
well fed and ciothed, and, on the other aand, io the 
ease of those who get good food and are well clad, 
the excessive use of these drugs does not bring ou 
permanent insanity. Beyond this I cannot answer 
this question. 


47, 'The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not become a hereditary habit, and dues 
not affect the children of moderate consumers, 
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: 48. In the case of habitual excessive consumers 
of these drugs, the habit does not become heredi- 
tary, and their children are not affected, because 
in this country, with the exception of prostitutes, 
no female is an habitual excessive consumer of 
these drugs, and one of the parents of the child, 
being free from the habit of the excessive use of 
the drug, is probably the cause of the children not 
being affected. 


49 and 50, I cannot answer these questions. 


51. Large proportion of bad characters in this 
country are those who do not use any of these 
drugs. ‘The crime in general or in particular has 
no connection with the moderate use of these drugs. 
I give this opinion from my own experience as a 
Magistrate who have had to deal with bad charac- 
ters and criminals for more than a quarter of a 
century. 


52. On the other hand, the excessive use of 
bbang produces cowardice and timidity, An 
excessive bhang drinker is never violent. He is 


all the hemp produced. by the cultivators 
is sold and handed over to the Government 
farmer, This leaves the cultivator at 
‘perfect liberty to sell as much of it illi. 
citly to consumers as he likes before the 
Government farmer comes to buy it from 
him. The'best plan will be that only 
those who lave lands not far away from 
the taluka head-quarters should be per- 
mitted to cultivate hemp plant, and Gov- 
ernment should appoint a well-paid and 
trustworthy official to see that the hemp 
from the time of its harvest up to the 
time it is banded over to the Govern- 
ment farmer is not tampered with. Until 
this is done the illicit consumption of 
bhang cannot be stopped in the neigh- 
bourhood of those fields where it is cul- 
tivated. 


(ec) Government sell by public auction the 
right of retail selling of charas, ganja and 
bhang. ‘The persou whose bid i 





not expected to commit any daring deed. If he 
has no funds to purchase bis daily bhang, he might 
resort to pilfering, The excessive smokers of ganja 
and charas get into fury and violence and in that 
state do commit the crime of taking the law in 
their own hands against the persons of other indi- 
viduals, if provoked, 


58. The excessive indulgence in these drugs does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime or violence. I 
know of no instance in which the excessive indul- 
gence of these drugs may have led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy. 


54, I answer this in the negative, 


55. Complete stupefaction canrot be induced by 
any of these drugs without some strong admixture, 
such as dhatura or opium soaked in oil, and the 
criminals in order to further their designs always 
mix some other strong intoxicating drug with hemp 
drugs, when they administer it to their victims. 


56. Iam not in possession of accurate information 
to enable me to answer this question correctly, 


57. Ganja and charas are not known to be eaten 
or drunk in Sind. They are only smoked. 


58. I am acquainted with the system of excise 
administration in this province in respect of hemp 
drugs. I think it is eapable of improvement. 

59. In my opinion the administration requires 
the following improvements :— 


(2) Ganja and charas are not manufactured in 
this province. ‘They are imported by far- 
mers from Panveli of Thana district in 
the Bombay presidency and Yarkand re- 
spectively. The farmers try to purchase 
inferior articles as cheaply as they can and 
an inferior stuff is always injurious. Gov- 
ernment ought to purchase charas and 
ganja and supply them to the farmers iu 
the same way as they do opium; because 
the use of inferior ganja and charas is 
more injurious than that of a superior 


kind. 


(6) Hemp is cultivated by agriculturists in 
their fields wherever they like. They 
have only to obtain permission for cul- 
tivating it. The revenue authorities warn 
them to sell their produce to Governe 
ment farmers, but owing to the want of 
sufficient establishment these authorities 
cannot depute a special officer to see that 


is called the farmer. ‘There is no cov- 
dition in the license specifying the rate at 
which he has to sell these drugs to the 
consumers by retail sale, and he is to fix 
his own rates, just as he pleases. Com- 
paring the rates af which he purchases 
with those at which he sells to the con- 
sumers, the difference is very great and 
most startling. To prove this assertion 
I give below the figures regarding the 
Hyderabad Collectorate for one year, viz., 
1891-92 :— 


In the year 1891-92 the farmer paid R29,335 
to Government. The quantities of the drugs 
sold by him are shown below :— 


Maunds, Seers.  Tolas, 
(1) Bhang. . - 1,120 15 39 
(2) Charas. e 14 10 07 
(3) Ganja . 39 386—ts«éGD 


From the accompanying statement it will be 
seen that the three drugs, which were consumed 
during the year, were purchased by the farmer 
at a total cost of R7,097-12-2 and were sold to 
consumers at R83,404-11-9. The difference 
between the prices at which the farmer bought 
these drugs and sold them to the public is no 
Jess than #76,306-15-7. Deducting the sum of 
R29,335 paid to Government, it leaves him 
R46,971-15-7, 


No doubt the farmer spends something out of 
this iu the shape of carriage expenses of briuging 
the drugs to various retail shops and paying com- 
mission to agents who sell the drugs by retail in 
different villages; but this will not amount to 
more than a few thousand rupees and the margin 
of profit to the farmer is very great. 


In the case of opium in this province Govern- 
ment have made conditions with the farmers that 
they cannot sell the drug beyond a certain maxi- 
mum price to the consumers, which is five annag 
a tola or Rs, 124 per Ib. The duty paid to Gov- 
ernment is Rs, 10-per 16. As long as the present 
system is in vogue, there is a very great danger 
of the illicit importation of hemp from. the 
adjoining territory of Khbairpur. 


Bhang, which is purchased by the farmer at 
Rs, 4 per maund, is sold to consumers by retail at 
the rate of 3 pies a tola or Rs, 50 per maund, 
and from the letter of the Political Agent of 
Khairpur territory it appears that bhang is sold 
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to consumers in that territory at the tate of 
Rs, 4 or Rs, 5 per maund, and in times of scarcity 
at the rate of Rs, 9 or Rs. 10 per maund. It may 
safely be said that the retail rate prevailing in the 
Khairpur territory is Rs, 5 per maund, while that 
in the British territory of the Hyderabad district 
is Rs, 50 per maund, ‘The difference between the 
prices in the two adjoining countries is so great 
that people have strong temptations in their way 
to illicitly import hemp from the Mir’s terri- 
tory into the Hyderabad district. The Political 
Agent has further informed me that the retail 
seliers pay only one rupee per maund to the 
State. 

The Khairpur territory is bordering along the 
Shikarpur, Hyderabad and Thar and Parkar dis- 
tricts, and as long as this yreat disparity of rates 
continues, there 1s a great danger of illicit im- 
portation of the drug. The number of patrols, 
who have to guard the borders of the Mir’s 
territory for the purpose of suppressing and 
detecting crimes against the salt aud excise laws 
is far from sufficient. 


60. Ganja is not produced and manufactured 
in this province, 

61. Charas is not produced aud manufactured 
in this province. 


62, 63 and 64, In answering question 59 I have 
answered these questions. 


65. I would adhere to the present system of 
selling the right of bhang, charas and ganja by 


| is paid on all these drugs, 


public auction, but would insist on a maximum 
price for retail sale being fixed by Government, 
as is done in the case of opium, and 1 think the 
present retail rates at which bhang, ganja and 
charas are sold are very bigh. 


66. Ineed uot answer this question, 


67. 1 have answered this question while answer- 
ing question 59, 


68. There are shops for the retail sale of these 
drugs; but the drugs are not consumed on the 
premises. 

69, The wishes of the people are consulted before 
a shop is opened in any locality. The Collector 
has power to determine how many shops and in 
what localities ave to be opened, and before fixing 
their number and locality the wishes of the people 
are consulted through the mukhtiarkars of the 
talukas. I think that local public opivion should 
always be considered on this point. 


70. While answering question 59, I have point- 
ed out the different rates at which bhang is sold 
in this district and in the adjoining native terri- 
tory of Khairpur, and as long as this disparity of 
rates 1s not removed, the danger of iilicit import- 
ation of hemp cannot disappear. Otherwise duty 
I may further say 
that in some instances the excise and salt esteb- 
lishments have succeeded in detecting cases of 
illicit importation of bhang from the Khairpur 
territory into this district, and the offenders have 
been dealt with according to law, 





5. Evidence of 8S. Savix At SHErari, Deputy Collector and First Class 
Magistrate, Frontier District of Upper Sind. 


1, My own persona! experience, gathered by the 
use of hemp in its liquid form on three or four 
occasions, from personal association with consumers 
of bhang and charas, from my rational age, and 
also from inquiries made from persons who drok 
bhang and smoke charas, from contractors in this 
district and in Shikarpur, Sukkur and Robni, from 
observations made during the time I was on 
three months’ leave from 3rd August to 2nd Nov- 
eraber 1893, and from inquiries made in Saharan- 
pur district, and also during the course of my 
service extending over a period of twenty-one 
years. 


2. In Sind bhang is not known by the name of | 


siddhi, but is called by the following names :—(1) 
bhang, (2) sabzi, (3) sai, (4) ghundiun, (5) bhang 
kuto or chur, 
Appendix A. 


Charas is not only the resinous matter, but 
consists of resinous matter, deposit of dust upon 
the leaves, and leaves all crushed and compounded 
in balls or lumps or cakes, For detailed process 
of manufacturing charas please see Appendix B. 


Ganja is rarely smoked in this country ; but the 
definition of it given by Dr. Prain may be accept- 
ed. Its process of manufacture, as known in 
this couutry, is given in Appendix B. 

8. It grows spontaneously in the Saharanpur 
district, North-Western Provinces. It is known 
to grow spontaneously, and I have myself seen it 
grow in my own village Ambahta, also near 
Rurki and Piran Kaliar in the Saharanpur 
district. 


4, It is known only by the name of bhang, I 
have not heard it ealled by any other names. 


Its other names are given in | 
| past twenty years :— 


| 
| 
| 
i 
} 


5. No special conditions are necessary except 
rainfall, In Sind I have not seen wild hemp 
grow in places where no rain falls. It is said to 
grow in the hillsin the Karachi district and the 
Kelat territory. 


6. It is scattered, as I have seen it in the 
Saharanpur district. 


7. (a) anc (3) No, 
(c) and (d) Yes. 


I have got statistics only for the Thuland Kash. 
mor talukas, of which I hold charge. Inthe Thul 
taluka no hemp was cultivated during the past 
nineteen years ; only eight acres of Jand was cul- 
tivated in that taluka in 1873-74, In the Kash- 
mor taluka the following areas were sown in thie 


Aaa, 
1873-74 < ‘ Nii. 
1874-75, ° : Nil. 
1875-76 . - : Seti Be ETE 
1876-77 ; Sgog 6 
1877-78 . ; Th. 0) 
1878-79 . ‘ <0 5 
1679-80 ., ‘ ‘ rant) 0 
1880-81 . ‘ : OD. 94 
1881-82 . Z i . > Ae 7) 
1882-83. ; 0 0 
1883-84 . 3 E neu 0 
1884-85 . : ‘ rae) 8) 
1885-86 . = H 2 : hod eis 
1886-87 . A ‘ : 4 oO 5 
1887-88 . e ‘ 6 8 
1888-89 . 5 3 ts: 7 
1889-90 . ‘ ; ATO re) 
1890-91 . . . ° 0 18) 
1891-92 . 3 ; F . oO 2 
1892-98 . : P > bold 0 
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Details of Cultivation of Hemp Drugs (Bhang) in 
the Jacobabad Taluka. 


Year. ABKA UNDER CULTIVATION, 
Ue G. 
1873-74 . 2 22 
1874-75 . f - : 4 0 
875-76 ; . ; 1 4 
1876-77 . 2 24 
1877-78 . 0 1 
1878-79 . No details 
available, 
1879-80 . ‘ . A ; Sa 6 
1880-81 . ‘ ea 0 


Details not available from 1881.82 to 1883-84, 
and there was no cultivation in 1884-85 to 1892- 
93. 

Note.--For Shabadadpur taluka no details avail- 
able, and no hemp was sown in 1883-84 to 1892- 
93. This taluka was amalgamated with this dis- 
trict in 1883-84; prior to it, it formed part of the 
Shikarpur district. 

8. There being no considerable increase or 
decrease, no explanation is required, 


9, There are two methods for the cultivation of 
hemp. Inthe lands subject to the natnral flow of 
river water, land is first flooded, seed is put down 
broadcast and is then ploughed. The other method 
is more elaborate and produces good and substan- 
tialcrop, The land is first ploughed once or twice, 
roller is passed over it, and ridges are prepared in 
which seed is put down like tobacco or other 
vegetable crop, When the plants and seed become 
ripe, they are cut down just above the roots and 
are allowed to dry intact. 


10. No, The persons who cultivate hemp for 
its narcotic properties belong to the classes of 
ordinary agricultural cultivators. 

11 and 12. Do not know. 


18. The hemp plant is not cultivated in this 
district for the production of ganja, as ganja is 
rarely used in this district. Do not know. 

14, (a) and (4) No. 

(c) Yes. For details of this district kindly see 
paragraph 7, I have no details for other districts 
in the province of Sind. 

15. The methods of the preparation of (@) ganja, 
(4) charas, (c) bhang, are given in Appendix B. 
There is no difference in the method of prepara- 
tion of biang from the cultivated and the wild 
plant. Ido not believe there can be any difference 
in the preparations of charas and ganja from the 
cultivated and the wild plant; Lut as these two 
preparations are not manufactured in this country, 
I am not able to give my opinion. The methods 
of its preparations for smoking, eating and drink- 
ing are given in Appendices A and B. 


16. Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. Jt can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever it is grown, as the process of its 
preparation is very simple, as given in Appendix 
B. Ido not know whether ganja and charas can 


be prepared from the wild plant wherever it 
grows. 


17, The preparations of the hemp drug, viz., 
bhang, charas, and ganja are made either by the 
persons who cultivate the plant or by the con- 
tractors who buy the stauding crop, But majums 
are prepared by native physicians or by those who 
know the components required for their prepar- 
ation. 


18. Bhang in the form of ghundis, ganja and 
charas keep good for two or three years if care- 
fully kept within a building secure from weather 


and exposure to sun and rain; and also from | 


attacks of beetles and other insects. If exposed 
to sun, weather or rain, or attacked by insects, 
these drugs, especially bhang and ganja, deteriorate 
in the course of a year, Bhang chur or héto 
deteriorates in the course of one year under all 
circumstances, 


19. In the province of Sind, charas is used for 
smoking only. Sans is not smoked by natives 
of Sind; it is smoked by up-country people, 
specially fakirs, jogis and sadhus. 

20. Natives of Sind rarely smoke ganja, and 
when I made inquiries lately from the farmer of 
these drugsin Jacobabad and Sukkur they said 
they had no ganja for sale, as it was not used by 
Sindhis, In Shikarpur also I could not get even 
a sample of it. 

In the towns of — 


Jacobabad, 

Shikarpur { Charas— Hindu adults 6 per cent. 
Sukkur and 

Rohri. Mussalmans 9 do- 


in other outlying villages— 
Charas— Hindus + per cent. 
a Mussalmans 6 do. 


21. Do not know, as ganja is not smoked in 
this country. ; 


22. Foreign charas is chiefly ased, which is 
imported from Yarkand and Afghanistan to 
Amritsar and Lahore and from there it is imported 
into Sind, Charas is also manufactured in the 
Khairpur State, but its import is prohibited. 

28. It is very rarely smoked by the natives of 
Sind. 


24. Bhangis rarely eaten by the natives of 
Sind; when any one bas got no water and its 
grinding materials, it is eaten to gratify the 
cravings of habit. In the Frontier and Shikar- 
pur districts all classes drink bhang in the bot 
season to a large extent as a cooling and refresh- 
ing drink, specially the lower classes of people who 
cannot afford to buy syrups. In the hot season 
in places like Sbikarpur, Sukkur, Rohri, Jacob- 
abad, about 50 per cent. adult Hindus and 15 
per cent. adult Mussalmans; in the cold season 
only habitual consumers driuk it, who are 25 per 
cent, adult Hindus and 10 per cent. adult Mussal- 
mans. Hindus consider bhang to be a holy plant, 
as it was patronized, some say, by “ Shiva” and 
some say, by ‘ Mahadevi” and call it ‘ Shivaji” 
or “ Mahadaiji” buti. In almost all the tikanas 
(places of worship) large earthen pots of its thin 
watery preparations are kept full for the use of 
the visitors and passers-by in the hot season, and 
the preparation is called ‘‘sukbo,” and by Mussal- 
mans “ Alo,” which is dronk even by boys and 
girls ou account of its cooling and refreshing 
effects. The cost of the bhang is borne from the 
Panchayat Funds. In the outlying villages in 
the hot season about 30 per cent. adult Hindus 
and 10 per cent. adult Mussalmans drink bhang. 
This decrease is due to difficulties in the way of 
getting the drug, as shops for its sale are not 

ept in every village. In the cold season ‘the 
number of Hindus may be 15 per cent. and of 
Mussalmans 7 per cent. The difference is due to 
occasion:l drinkers in the hot season. 


25. The increase and decrease in the use of these 
drugsis generally fluctuating and is at present 
stationary on account of bigh prices at which they 
are sold, The rates at which charas and bhang 
are sold are given below :— 


(1) Charas—Rs, 10-0-0 per pound of 40 tolas. 
(2) Bhang—Rs, 0-10-0 ,, 


2 23) 3 
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Ganja is not kept in stock by the farmers, The 
above prices being prohibitive, the consumption of 
the two drugs bas been restricted to a great extent. 
It may be voted that farmers buy bhaog ordi- 
narily at an average rate of one rupee and eight 
auvas per maund, i. ¢., 33 pies. per pound. The 
fluctuations in rates of sale depend upon the price 
the farmers pay to Government for the mono- 
poly of the farms, and raise or reduce rates accord- 
ing to the amounts they pay. 


Towns Outly- 
and ing 

cities. villages. 

Per Per 

cent. cent. 
26. (a) Of bhang—Hindus . 20 10 
Mussalmans 6 4 
Of charas—Hindus eer! 2 
Mussalmans 5 38 
(o) Of bhang—Hindus whit fy 5 
Mussalmans 4 3 
Of charas— Hindus ah As ] 
Mussalmans 3 Dy 
(ec) Of bhang— Hindus ied 13 
Mussalmans 3 2 
Of charas—Hindus gi Vs} 1 
Mussalmans 1 1 
(2) Of bhang—Hindus 3 2 
Mussalmans 2 1 

Of charas— N77. 


The above figures apply to adults only. 


27. There are no particular classes of people 
who use these drugs. Association with habitual 


consumers or women of bad repute, specially pros- | 


titutes, or tendency to enjoy sensations produced 
by intoxication, or pleasures of sexual intercourse 
lead to the practice. 


28. 


? 


1,—BuHanc. 
Present rate. 


3 pies. 
- Lanna 3 pies. 


Quantity. 
(a) One tola including stalks 
(6) One anna=5 tolas. 


I have been told by several habitual consumers 
that there are mapy habitual consumers who couid 
consume as much as one seer of bhang in one day, 
but they cannot take such quantities for a number 


of days without reducing its quantity in the mean- | 


time for one day in every two or three days, 


2,—CHakas, 
Quantity. Prosent rate. 
(a) ,3 tola . A : F 3 pies, 
(4) ¢ tola 1 anna. 


29, (a) None with bhang. With charas and 
ganja, tobacco. 

(6. With bhang, almonds, cardamoms, pepper, 
poppy seeds, seeds of musk melon, coriander seed, 
und sugarcandy, etc. 

With charas none. 


Dhatura is not used, as it is considered to pro- 
-duce tempoiary ivsanity. It is used when harm 
is intended to be caused to the person to whom it 
is administered. Tbe mixture of things—shown4+ 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The use of bhang is not confined to male sex ; 
prestitutes and other females of low principles 
commonly use it. Its use is mainly commenced 
after adult age, but in hot season the “sukho”’ or 
“abo” is given to boys and girls also, The use of 
charas is confined to male sex, but many prostitutes 
and women of ill-repute also useit, Children do 
not use charas, 


31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily form- 
ed, ifa person associates with habitual drinkers 
and hears their accounts of the pleasures and lively 
sensations they enjoy. Itis not ditlienlt to break 
off the habit in the commencement. Ifa person 
habituated to its use ceases its consumption, loses 
appetite, feels thirsty and out. of spirits. The nse 
of whey or cooling syrups removes the thirst, but 
does not stimulate his appetite. In the month of 
Ramzan many drinkers of bhang and charas cease 
the use of these drugs without endangering their 
health, But they cannot forego its use entirely. 
In the mooth of Ramzan they take bhang or 
smoke charas after breaking the fast. It is not 
easy to break off the habit so easily without in- 
juring one’s health, as the use of the drugs be- 
comes as it were part of their diet. The habit of 
smoking charas is not easily formed ; it requires 
association of its consumers for a considerable time 
before the habit is formed, and it cannot be broken 
off easily for the reasons given above. ‘There is 
no tendeuey in the use of any of these drugs for 
moderate habits to develop into the excessive, as 
I have seen many persons consuming these drugs 
in moderate and excessive quantities without the 
risk of developing their habits into excessive use 
of the drugs, 

32. There is no custom, social or religious, in re- 
gard to the consumption of these drugs known in 
this country. 


33. Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
in its liquid form is not in disrepate, as the plant 
is called to be Shiva or Mahadavi’s bati. But 
amongst Mnsalmans, on account of its prohibition 
by the Mubammadan religion, its use is held in 
disrepute, 


The use of charas and ganja are held in disrepute 
hy Hindus as well as Mussalmans on account of 
their injurious effects, and by the latter also on 
account of religious prohibition. 


There is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant even by Hindus known in this country, 


34, It would certainly be a serious privation to 
the habitual consumers to forego the consumption 
of the drugs they use, specially to the fakirs, jogis 
and sadhus, It would be serious privation to all 
the habitual consumers stated in paragraph 26, and 
my reasons for this opinion are given in para- 
graph 31. 


35. It would not be feasible to prohibit entirely 
the use of any of these drugs, as such a measure 
would certainly lead to smuggling and illicit 
cousumption, Their use could only be prohibited 





(0) is intended to. enhance the effects of the pre- 
paration as a tonic and refreshing draught, and 
also to prevent injurious effects of bhang, Bhavg 
massala is not known in this country. 


30. Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
is not practised in solitude. But amongst Mussal- 
maus about 10 per cent, uf those who use it drink 
it in solitude to avoid scandal and exposure. 
The consumption of charas is practised in 
solitude, by about 10 per cent. of Hindus and 
15 per cent. of Mussalmans who consume it. 
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> cultivation of 
bhang, manufacture and imports of its preparation, 
But the prohibition would certainly occasion serious 
discontent among the consumers for the reasons 
given in paragraphs 31] and 34, and the discontent 
would undoubtedly be a political danger, as tke 
fakirs, jogis and sadbus will not fail to excite the 
less rational classes of people. In_ habitual 
excessive consumers the prohibition is very likely 
to be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
and other drugs to a great extent, but in 
moderate habitual consumers to a very less degree, 
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as aleoholic stimulants are not considered to be 
cooling and refreshing in their effects, 


36. Alcohol is not being substituted to any 
extent for any of these drugs. Alcohol is used by 
people for its own sake, 


37, Do not know, as ganja is rarely smoked in 
Sind; and I could not get hold of a gauja smoker 
to describe its effects. 


38. Do not know. 


39. Do not know, as there is no preparation of 
hemp, the smoking of which is considered to be 
less injurious than drinking or eating the same. 
Vhe smoking of all the known preparations of 
hemp are considered to be more ivjurious than 
those which are drunk or eaten, 


40. The answer to this question will be found 
in Appendix A. All Native Doctors are guided by 
the instructions given in Mahhzan adviyah and 
use all the medicines according to their properties 
as expounded in that book, 


I do not know whether any of them are used 
in the treatment of cattle diseases. 


41. (a) As afood accessory, the moderate use 
of bhang is beneficial, and of charas, it is not 
beneficial. Asa food digestive both bhang and 
charas are not beneficial ; bhang in the cold season 
and charas always, 


(b) Bhang and charas do not give staying. 
power except under exposure to heatand cold, I 
kuow from my own experience that a bowl of 
preparation of bhang inits light liquid form gives 
staying-power under severe exposure to the heat of 
sun, and it is a common saying that adrink of 
bhang has the effect of making the sky look over- 
cast and weather cloudy. The use of bhang 
alleviates fatigue in hot season. Persons addicted 
to the use of bhang and charas take their accus- 
tomed allowance generally after they are free from 
work requiring manual labour, Ordinarily their 
time is about 10 o’clock in the moruing and 
3 o’elock in theafternoon, A smoke of charas is al- 
so taken at the time of going to bed in the night in 
order to get sleep. Ouly beggars who sit 
“ Dharna” that goon smoking charas without 
taking food and thus deaden their feelings and 
appetite until they are paid alms. Smokers of 
charas and drinkers of bhang, specially those who 
take them in excess, are notorious for their 
sluggishness after they take these drugs. When 
the intoxication comes on, they feel sleepy and 
cannot exert much, as their bodies become heavy 
for them to drag about and lose their wonted 
lightness. 


(c) No; on the contrary, the presence of too 
much fluid in the system of drinkers of bhang 
subjects them to constant attacks of fever and 
other diseases {in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 
Please see also Appendix A on this point, 


(d) Tbe moderate use of the thin liquid prepar- 
ation of bhang alleviates thirst, refreshes the 
drinkers and stimulates their appetite in the hot 
season. 


All classes use the watery preparation of the 
hang and their numbers have been given in 
paragraphs 24 and 26. I refer to both moderate 
habitual as well as to moderate occasional use of 
the drug, 


42. In the hot season in the Upper Sind dis- 
tricts, where the heat is intense and weather dry 
to the extreme degree, the moderate use of the 
light watery preparation of bbang is both beneficial 
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diuretic and refrigerent. Its moderate use 
throughout the hot season from the middle of 
March to the middle of October does not in any 
way tend to the engendering of any of the diseases 
and disorders described ia Appendix A, In this 
respect 1 differ from the conclusions arrived at by 
the author of the Makhzan adviyah, as in this 
country in the strong heat and dry climate we find 
natural antidotes for counteracting any ill-effects 
likely to arise from the use of bhang in its liquid 
form. Even in the cold season there is sufficient 
heat and dryness in the climate to counteract to 
a certain extent the evil consequence of using the 
preparation in its light watery*form. The effects 
of charas, on the contrary, are most strong, and 
combined with intense heat and dryuess of the 
climates, its moderate use even cannot be 
considered to be harmless. 


43. Yes; they are inoffensive. 


44. (1.) Bhang.—It is refreshing, produces 
moderate degree of intoxication after an hour 
or so, allays hunger in the commencement, and 
creates appetite, when intoxication comes on. The 
effect lasts from 3 to 6 hours. Its after-effects are 
laziness, heaviuess of limbs, flatulence, ete., in the 
cold season, 


(2.) Charas.—Is not refreshing, but produces 
intoxication immediately. It does not allay 
hunger, but creates appetite. Its effects last for 
one or two hours only. 


The want of subsequent gratification does pre- 
duce longing in habitual consumers of the drug. 


45. The habitual moderate use of light watery 
preparation of bhang in the hot season does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical or mental ; 
it does not impair the constitution, injure diges» 
tion or cause loss of appetite, produce dysentery, 
bronchitis or asthma, But the moderate use of 
charas does produce noxious effects, physical, 
mental and moral. It impairs the constitution, 
specially the brains, on account of its bot and dry 
effects ; it doesnot injure the digestion or cause 
loss of appetite, as its moderate use does not 
affect the bowels nor does it cause dysentery, bron- 
chitis or asthma. Among Mussalmaus the moder- 
ate use of bhang and charas impair the moral 
sense and induce habits of immorality, but not of 
debauchery. The moderate use of charas deadens 
the intellect, but does not produce insanity. Bhang 
does not deaden the ivtellect or produce insanity 
by its moderate use. 


46. The habitual excessive use of bhang and 
charas produces noxious effects, physical, mental 
and moral, It impairs the constitution, injures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, produces 
weakness of lungs, the use of bhang op account 
of its uofavourable properties stated in Appendix 
A, aud charas on account of its strong hot and 
dry effects. Itis a common saying that the babi- 
tual excessive use of these drugs acts on the human 
system and undermines it the same way as salt 
deteriorates the land which is impregnated with it, 
It impairs the moral sense, induces laziness, 
habits of immorality, but not of debauchery, as 
their masculine powers are weakened to the lowest 
degree, as is shown in Appendix A. It deadens 
the intellect and produces insanity; but the habi- 
tual excessive use of bhang alone produces insanity 
very rarely ; it is the combined excessive use of 
bhang and charas that produce insanity. Being 
not a professional man in medicines, I cannot 
say of what type their use produces the insanity, 


and harmless. It acts as a diaphoretie, stimulant, | My impression is that the use produces dementia. 


I know only of one case of temporary insanity, 
In the year 1880, I was Head Clerk and Head 
Munshi in the Office of Assistant to Agent, Gover- 
nor General in Baluchistan, stationed in Jacob. 
abad. One Havildar and a number of Police 
sepoys guarded the office and treasure placed in 
it. The Havildar was given to the moderate habit 
of using bhang in its liquid form and smoking 
charas, One day when 1 went to the office I was 
informed that the Havildar had become mad; [ 
saw him myself; he was talking incessantly and 
quite inccherently, but was otherwise harmless, 


I learnt that he had been indulging some days 
previously in the excessive use of bhang and charas, 
which had produced the insanity. 


Knowing hot and dry effects of charas, I 
ordered some sepoys to seize him and pour over 
his bead a few vessels of cold water morning and 
evening, as it was, I think, the month of July or 
August. The process was repeated for two or 
three days and the man became quite sane again, 


47 and 48, Do not know, 


49. The moderate habitual use of any of these 
drugs is not practised as an aphrodisiac by males 
or prostitutes, as its habitual use does not excite 
the sexual powers. It is the occasional moderate 
use of bhang which is used as an aphrodisiac in its 
watery form both by males and females, But 
male persons who wish to enjoy the pleasure of 
sexual intercourse use bhang in its preparations 
of majums, Bhang and majums are used also for 
the cure of spermatorrhcea and checking speedy 
emission in sexual intercourse. Charas has no 
such effects, The moderate occasional use of 
bhang and majums is not injurious for these pur- 
poses, and does not tend to produce impotence. 
Even their moderate habitual use does not pro- 
duce impotence, although it weakens the sexual 
powers. 

50. The excessive occasional use of bhang and 
majums is also practised for the purposes stated 
in paragraph 49, and is not more injurious than 
the use of bhang as an ordinary narcotic. But 
the habitual use of any of these drugs, viz., bhang 
and charas, is certainly injurious, but does not 
produce complete impotence except in persons of 
weak and sickly coustitutions anil indifferent 
health, and who are not in affluent circumstances 
to get substantial things for their food. 


51. No. The moderate use of these drugs has 
no connection with crime in general or with crime 
of any special cbaracter. 

52, When out of employment or without means 
excessive habitual consumers of these drugs gene- 
yally take to begging. Some proportion of them, 
say, about 5 per cent. take to thieving habits also. 
Such persons are well known for their timid and 
cowardly babits, and seldom engage in the perpe- 
tration of serious crimes, such as murders, 
dacoity, robbery, houre-breaking, theft in dvwell- 
ings, ete. 

58, No, No. 


54. No. 

55. Yes. A bowl of thick preparation of bhang 
or two or three strong puffs of charas placed in 
the bowl of hukka with tobacco are said to produce 
complete stupefaction in a person not used to 
these drugs. But criminals invariably add some 
dhatura with bhang before inducing their victims 
to partake of these drugs. 

56, People in affluent circumstances add almonds, 
pepper, der seed, musk melon seed, sugar- 


coriande 
candy and other articles to modify the effects of 
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hemp whether they use it in moderation or in ex- 
cess. But even these admixtures cannot prevent 
the ill-effects of hemp in habitual excessive drinkers 
foralong time. They suffer more or less from 
one or more of the diseases and disorders stated in 
Appendix A. Ido not possess any information 
regarding the admixture of dhatura for personal 
consumption, but it is mixed in hemp and ad- 
ministered to others in order to do then harm, as 
the administration of dhatura produces temporary 
insanity or stupefaction. 


57, Do not know, as ganja and charas are not 
eaten or drunk in this part of the country. 


58. I consider the present system of excise ad- 
ministration working well, and requires noim- 
provement. 

59, Requires no answer, 

60. Ganja is not produced in this province. 

61. Charas is not produced in this province ; 
it is imported from Amritsar and Lahore, where 
itis brought from Yarkhand and Afghanistan, 


62. Under the present Abkari Law, Bombay 
Act No. V of 1878, there is no prohibition or re- 
striction of any kind for the growth of the hemp 
plant either for manufacture of bhang or for its 
fibre. For the latter purpose solely the plant is 
rarely sown; it is for the production of bhang 
that it is mainly cultivated. Cultivators of hemp 
are at liberty to keep the entire plants within 
their premises without a license, and under sec- 
tion 16 of the Act no license is even necessary for 
the sale by a cultivator or owner of any plant 
from which an intoxicating drug is produced, of 
those portions of the plant from which the in- 
toxicating drug is manufactured or produced, to a 
person holding a license for the sale of intoxicat- 
ing drugs or to a person licensed under this Act to 
manufacture or to export intoxicating drugs. 
The process of manufacturing bhang being only 
separation of the branches from the stalks of the 
plants in the case of “ ghundis,” and separation 
of leaves, flowers and seeds in the case of bhang 
“kuto ” or * chur,” the cultivator or owner of 
the plants rns very little or no risk in the so- 
called process of manufacture, and its use by him 
personally, in making presents to his friends or 
in carrying on sales to others in outlying villages 
where no licensed shops for its vend exist, and 
persons addicted to its use get their bhang at a 
nominal price. It is the entire absence of any 
prohibition or restriction that leads to smuggling 
and unlimited consumpticn of the drug. JL would 
therefore suggest that the cultivation of hemp 
should be restricted, and not allowed except 
under a license, and its crop should not he reaped 
except in the presence of a village officer, who 
should see that if the plant has been grown for 
its fibre only, the leaves, flowers, and seed are 
separated in his presence and destroyed ; that if 
it has been scwn for the manufacture of bhang 
the entire stalks are stacked in a place to which 
the cultivator does not get access except for its 
sale by the permission of the taluka officer, and 
the sale to take place in the presence of the vil- 
lage officer. These restrictions will prevent the 
abuses which occur under the provisions of the ex- 
isting law. 

63. I have no objection to the present system 
of wholesale or retail vend of ganja, charas or 
bhang. 

64. No. 

65. I have no suggestions to offer under this 
head. 
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66, Ganja is not used in this part of the coun- 
try, and I have no suggestions to offer under 
this head. 


67, No. 


68. There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs or their preparations where 
they may be consumed on the premises. If such 
shops are licensed and the consumption is allowed 
upon them, the consequences would be mischievous, 
as the shop-keepers for the advantage of effecting 
sales of large quantities of these drugs in order 
to gain large profits would tempt the consumers 
to their habitual excessive use beyond proportion. 


69. The wishes of people are considered, and 
very often consulted before a shop is opened in 
any locality. If people object to the opening of 
a shop in their neighbourhood, their objections 
are considered, and the question decided on its 
merits. 


70. 1 have no facts regarding the importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States 
to which I wish to draw attention. Duty is 
really paid in respect tothe charas used in this 
district as it is imported from the Punjab. But 
in respect to bhang, please see remarks under 
paragraph 62, 


Appendix A. 


Description of the bhang or hemp plant as 
given in the Makhzan-Adviyah (meaning Trea- 
sury of Medicine or Materia Medica in Persian). 


Qanab.—Is an Arabic term, and is said to have 
been derived from the Persian word “‘ Kanab.” 
It is also called Abaq. In Yunani or Greek it 
is called Wadifurunas; in Surayani or Hebrew, 
Qab Nira; in Roman, Kutaney; in Persian, 
Kanab and Bang ; in Hindustani, bhang, 

According to technical phraseology it is 
called, Warqul Khayal (Leaf of thought). 

Juzua Azam—The greatest necessary. 

Hashish— Dried grass. 

Hashishtul Fukra—Grass of the mendicants. 

Nishat-Afza— Enhancer of pleasure. 

Falaktaz— Refresher of the sky. 

Arshi-Numa—Tndicator of the Heavens, 

Habatul Masakin— Grain of the poor. 

Shahwat Angez—Exciter of lust. 

Munisul Humum —Soother of griefs. 

Chatri Akhzar—The green crown, 

Zamurud Rang—Having the colour of emerald. 

It is said that ropes and cloth are made from 
the fibre of its stalk, but the wearing of such eloth 
is prohibited, as its use weakens the joints and 
produces debility. Very good paper is manu- 
factured from its fibre, and in Kashmor the paper 
made from it equals in fineness the paper manu- 
factured from the silk fibre. From the flower, 
deposit of dust and dew or resinous matter, which 
stick and thicken upon the plants, is manufac- 
tured charas which is smoked in the bowl of a 
hukka and produces strong intoxication, specially 
the dew deposit or resinous matter, which the 
more sticking and thick the more effective it is. 

1t often happens that on account of its power- 
ful intoxicating qualities the charas kills its 
smokers, 

_ Its description. —TIt is a well-known plant, which 
is procurable in most places, like India, Kashmir 
Bengal, Zang, Rome, Persia, Irak, ete. It is 
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said that its preparations stated above are different 
in effects from one another. The preparations of 
the plants grown in Irak and Bengal are weakest 
of all, Some say thatthe preparations of Persian 
hemp are stronger than thoseof the bhang of 
Rome. The plants are of three kinds, viz., bari 
(grown in the desert), bustani (grown in the fields), 
jabli (grown in the hills). The bari and jabli 
bemp is stronger than the bustani, The bustani is 
in fact the real “‘ bbang,” as its fibre can be peeled 
off. The longest height to which the plants 
grow is 5 zara (zara is a measure the Jength of 
which is from the top of the thumb to the end of 
the little finger, vtz., about 7 inches), its stalk is 
hollow inside, its branches are thin which bear from 
5 to 9 leaves only, and mostly, the plants grow 
solitary, are coarse, with colour deep green, its 
flowers are thin, with grey colour, its seedis round, 
and is called Shahdavj, and in Persian Shadana, 
The plants of the bari and jabli are} shorter than 
these of bustani, and their fibres cannot be peeled 
off easily ; if any fibres can be separated, they are 
not serviceable, Their branches resemble those of 
the holly-hock (gulkheru) and bave dark colour ; 
their leaves are also like the leaves of the bustani, 
but are coarser than those of bustani; but their 
colour is less dark, with grey colour predomi- 
nating. Their flowers are red, their seeds are 
like pepper resembling the black-berry. Their 
root is called Mughas, a medicine used like the 
root of a wild pomegranate plant, Shekh Ibin 
Betar says hemp is of two kinds, viz., bari and 
bustani ; and the third kind called the Indian hemp 
was not seen by him anywhere except in Egypt, 
which is called the gunny plant, is sown in the 
fields and is strong intoxicant ; that any quanticy 
more than quarter of a tola produces very strong, 
iptoxieation, deprives of consciousness und sense, 
produees insanity, and often kills the person using 
it in such large quantities, Itis largely used iu 
preparing majum, ete, 


Its nature,—lts leaves possess stimulative pro- 
perties which act on the principal organs, viz., 
heart, head and Jiver, but produce cold and dryness 
in the third stage of digestion, accompanied by 
slight heat and much flatulence which predominates. 
Its seed produces heat and dryness in the third 
stage of digestion; its bark or fibre produces 
cold and flatulence to the extreme degree. Its 
wood is cold and dry to the medium decree, 


Nots,—Third stage of digestion means that 
state at which the food or other things enter 
the bowels after leaving the duodenum, 


Its effects and peeultarities.—It isa plant the 
leaves of which being possessed of an admixture of 
stimulative properties, in the commencement pro- 
duces cheerfulness, improves the hue of the com- 
plexion, and brings on intoxication, in consequence 
of the slight heat and dryness which exist in its 
nature, After the disappearance of the heat and 
dryness on account of the predominant nature of 
the flatulence, the opposite effects follow. Also 
on account of the presence of the heat, its use dims 
the thoughts and intellect,.increases thirst, stimu- 
lates appetite, and excites lust on account of the 
existence of the slight stimulative effect in it; but 
in the end produces the oppusite consequences and 
becomes the cause of gloomy thoughts, dim vision 
of the eyes, and their weakness, of melancholia, 
insanity, cowardice, great timidity, dropsy of the 
belly and the like diseases, the loss of masculine 
power, as the use of the hemp exhausts the semen, 
Sweets enhance, whereas sour things lessen, its 
effects, ‘Ihe powdered leaves of the bari hemp 


are used as snuff for discharge of matter from the 
head, their liquid as a wash for the destruction of 
lice in the hair of the head, their liquid and oil for 
the cure of pain in the ears and destruction of 
worms in them. Eating its leaves absorbs watery 
substance in the abdomen, produces costiveness, is 
diuretic, checks spermatorrhwa, thickens and 
exhausts semen. The use of its fibre destroys 
masculine heat and exhausts semen, The powder 
made from rotten hemp heals wounds and cuts, 
The liniment prepared from the roots and leaves of 
the bari hemp is used as a deohstruent for the 
removal of glandular swellings due to heat and 
scrofulous tumours. If its dry leaves half pounded, 
warmed by a little hot water being sprinkled 
over them, are placed upon warmed leaf of a 
fig tree und are then bandaged over testicles, 
they benefit their effusion and swellings. its 
seeds when eaten remove nausea, disturb wind 
in the abdomen, produce fluids which lessen tem- 
perature, bring on costiveness, thicken and exhaust 
semen. Its drink exhausts semen. ‘Lhe natives 
of India, specially mendicants, drink it to a very 
large extent. ‘They are deluded by their falre 
notions that its drink increases the ave and 
promotes the power of thought and intellect. 
Many of these classes grind it, dissolve it in 
water, pass the preparation through a piece of 
cloth, and drink a bowl of it every morning 
and evening. If any one belonging to their 
class appears in their company, he is also offered 
a bowl of the preparation as a matter of 
courtesy ; some take dry leaves, parch them a 
little and chew them for a long while. Some mix 
the dry and parched leaves with some other dried 
articles or with gingelly seed or with sugar, make 
a powder, and then eat it. They display great 
cheerfulness and pleasure, as in the commencement 
its effects stimulate their animal powers, They 
eat various kinds of food which they feel palatable 
and can digest them. Their bodies become gra- 
dually corpulent on account of accumulation of 
fluids and they then get involved in bad diseases 
such as dyspepsia, flatulence, rumbling of the 
intestines, bloatedness, deformity of the com- 
plexion aud colour of the body, loss of masculine 
power, loss of teeth, bad smell in the mouth, 
Jaziness, cowardice, immoral thoughts and impru- 
dence. They lose their faith in their religion, 
neglect prayers, and draw others also in the vortex 
of their own immoral and degraded principles; 
some prepare “majums” from hemp and eat them. 
To prevent its constipative or costive effects, hemp 
is sometimes boiled in milk, which is then made 
into eurd from which butter is extricated; that 
butter is then used in lieaof hemp, Sometimes 
boiled milk is used in the various preparations, 
If stronger effects are wanted, some charas is 
mixed in the ‘‘ majums, ”’ 

Note.—Majum is prepared in different ways; 
the common kinds of 1t are— 

(1) Cakes. 
(2) Electuary. 

In preparing “ majum ” many other medicines 

are used in addition to hemp, 


Appendiz B. 


PRocESS OF MANUFACTURING GANJA, CHARAS, 
MAJUM AND BHANG AND OF PREPARATION OF 
THE DRINK OF BHANG, 


1. Ganja.—When the female bhang plants are 
cut down, the branches with the leaves and seed 
on are separated from the stalks and are buried in 
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them to the pit, its bed is coated with goat dung, 
and another Jair of the same dung is placed on the 
branches after they are deposited there. The pit 
is then filled in with earth in which the branches 
remain for 15 or 20 days, wherein the leaves and 
the seed gradually pass through a process of pre- 
servation, The branches thus preserved are then 
taken out and sold as ganja. The persons who 
use ganja strip off the leaves and the seed from the 
stalks of the branches and crush them well by 
their hands, The crushed mass is then beated on 
a cinder, and made into small lumps or cakes 
which are smoked in the bowl of a native “ hukka” 
along with tobacco, 


2. Charas.—This is manufactured in to ways: 
(1) the manufacturers of charas put on tight shirts 
made of leather, the outer surface of the shirts is 
greased, and the men then walk to and fro 
amongst the bhang plants, from which they 
receive resinous matter and dust deposited on the 
plants and foliage upon the skins to which they 
adhere easily. There is another method also, and 
it differs from the above method only in one re- 
spect, viz., that the persons put out theirs’ clothes, 
wear only a strip of cloth round their loins, apply 
oil to their bodies and then walk to and fro in the 
bhang plants, The resinous matter, dust and the 
foliage are then scraped from the skins or the 
bodies, are pounded together and made into lumps 
of charas. This kind of charas is characterized by 
its dark colour and dust-like shape. Itis generally 
made in the Native States in India. 


(2) The female plants are cut down when rip 
and Jet to dry. When they are properly dried, 
they are placed upon blankets or thick cloth on 
which they are well beaten by sticks. The coarse 
foliage and the stalks are separated, and the fine 
portion is gathered and made into cakes or lumps 
of charas in the following manner. A quantity of 
the fine matter is placed in a piece of cloth and 
rolled into aJump or a cake which is then held 
hefore the fire. When heated, the oil and resinous 
matter in it stirs up and makes the lump soft and 
doughy. It is then removed from the cloth and 
let to dry, This process of making the charas is 
peculiar to Afghanistan, and the charas imported 
from there is well known for its pale green colour, 
It is highly appreciated by the persons given 
to smoking it. 

3, Majum.—It is made in various ways, The 
common method of making it is this, -A quantity 
of bhang seed is pounded and mixed with honey 
or soaked sugar. It is eaten by people chiefly for 
the purpose of enhancing the pleasures of sexual 
intercourse and is used either in its soft and 
doughy state or is made into cakes dried and then 
used, In order to increase its effects various seeds 
and frnits are added to it. To enhance its effects 
oil extracted from bhang is used in the prepara- 
tions of the various kinds of majum, 


4, Method of preparing bhang from the plant.— 
The method of preparing bhang ghundiun is this. 
The entire branches are removed from the plants 
and carefully dried and preserved. 


The method of preparing bhang kuto or bhang 
chur is that when the plants are well dried the 
leaves and seed and bunches of leaves and seed 
are picked and mixed together. This mixture of 
leaves and seeds is called bhang kuto. 


5. Method of preparing the drink of bkang in 
its liquid form.—Tbe sticks and straw and other 
foreign matter being removed, the leaves aid seed 
are put in a mortar of stone or baked earth, aud 
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crushed there with the hand, Some water is then 
poured over it, the drug is then wasbed three or 
four times until all the dirt passes out of it in 
water, which is put in it afresh every time the 
dirty water is thrown out. It is then very minu- 
tely ground with a heavy pestle of wood. When 
it becomes very fine, water is poured in it accord- 
ing to the requirements of the drinker. The 
liquid is then passed through a moderately thick 
piece of cloth three or four times until no thick 
particle remains in it. The preparation is then 
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drunk in bowls of earth specially made for the 
purpose called “ jamni,” or io any bow] made of 
earth or meta], By babitual excessive consumers 
as many as 10 or even 15 bowls of the liquid are 
drunk gradually at one time. An ordinary bowl 
would hold about half a pound of water. Some 
persons prefer it in a thick liquid form, and others 
in its thin watery form according to their taste 
and the amount of intoxication they desire. Thick 
preparation is supposed to be very strong and 
affects the braivs. 





6. Lvidence of K. B. Manomep YaxusB SHEIK IsMaIL, Deputy Collector and Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate, Sehwan, Sind. 


51. There is not a large proportion of bad cha- 
racters who are habitual moderate consumers of 
bhang, charas, ganja or auy otber preparation 
thereof. 

There is no connection of moderate use of 
these drugs with crime in general, or witn crime 
of any special character. 

52, With regard to excessive use of these drugs, 
my reply is the same, vzz., in the negative. 


58. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremediated crime, violent or 
otherwise, I don’t know of any case in which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54, These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of vivlence or other crime. 

General remarks on the above four questions. 
The use of these drugs is known to produce a feel- 
ing of drowsiness, want of activity and of forti- 
tude, and it is more likely that even if a habitual 
offender falls into the habit of use of them he will 
take care when going in pursuit of aoy offence 
that be is not ander the effect thereof. 

55. It sometimes does occur (though in rare 





cases) thet criminals in order to further their 
design induce their victims to partake of bhang 
or administer it without their knowledge in articles 
of food. Ganja and charas are bardly ever used 
for such purposes, for there is alwaysa great hesit- 
ation to smoke it on the part of a person not 
used to it; and if given without his knowledge to 
a tobacco smoker he can at once make out the 
difference. It is possible that in the case ofa 
man not used to the drug, bhang without mixture 
will induce complete stupefaction. No case bas, 
however, come before me during my experience of 
fifteen years as a Magistrate, whick I may quote to 
illustrate the view expressed by me that criminals 
in order to further their designs administer bhany 
to the victim. I remember there were two cases 
before me, but they did not end in conviction. I 
have come to know of certain cases disposed of by 
other Magistrates, and I regret I have not up to 
date received the information I have asked for, 
aod as the time is drawing very close, I will sub- 
mit the facts in a supplementary statement. 


The information since received by me did not 
constitute a fit case to be mentioned as an illustra- 
tion, 


7. Evidence of WapnumaL Cuaypiman, Pensioner, late Hucur Dezuty Collector. 
Karachi. 


1.1 got the information from farmers of the 
drugs, being Treasury Officer in Upper and Lower 
Sind, 

2, According to my knowledge, bkang and ganja 
are obtained in India, and charas is obtained in 
Kelat and Khorassan, but not in India. Ganja is 
not prepared in Sind, but is imported from Marwar 
and Central India. Formerly charas of two kirds 
was imported in Sind : one was a little yellow, which 
was known as imported from Yarkand, and the 
other black, imported from Bokbara, but since 
the past ten years the latter kind is not obtainable 
in Sind. These definitions may be accepted for 
Sind except as shownabove, and these drugs are 
known here—bhang, ganja and charas. Bhang is 
also called subji—meaus green, 

3. Bhang only is grown in Sind, but it is 
nowhere abuudant. 

4. Bhang is known by two names, bhang and 
subji, and they refer to the same plant. 

. Wild hemp is produced in hills aud rothing 
is known about its growth in Sind. 

6. I caunot answer this. 


id 


7. (a) No. 


| 


(2) No. 
(c) Yes. 
(@) Yes, for seed only. 


In Upper and Middle Sind, and to a limited 
extent. 


8. There has been no considerable increase or 
decrease in the cultivation of bhavg. 


9. Bhavg is cultivated like wheat 
weather. 


in cold 


10. Ordinary cultivators cultivate bhang, and as 
a rule about an acre or so is cultivated with wheat 
cultivation. 

11, Ganja is vever made in Sind. 

12. No, 


13. This does not refer to Sind, where ganja is 
not manufactured. 


14. (a) and (t) No. 

(c) Yes, to a limited extent. 

15. I cannot answer this. 

16, Bhaog is prepared generally by the people 
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it their houses, but it could be preyiared wherever 38. Not to my knowledge, 
it is grown. ; 39, Charas aud ganja are smoked and are never 
17. These is no particular class of people by | used for drinking, and bhang is drank. 
which bhang preparation is made. 

- 18, These drugs do deteriorate within four years 
although kept with care. Their intoxicating 
properties are lost by dryage. 


1¥, For smoking only. 


49. Bhang is sometimes advised as a cooling 
thing and is also given to horses. 


41. I do not think so. 
42. I do not think so. 





20. Only few people and generally mendicants eS 
and bad characters smoke these. 44, I cannot say, 
21, Flat ganja is preferred. | 45. (a), (2), (c), (2) 1 cannot say. 
22. Charas imported form Khorasan is used_in | (e) It may do so. 
Sind. (7) and (g) I cannot say. 
23. No. 46. I eannot discuss this. 
24. Fifty per cent. of the people in Sind drink 47 and 48. Notas a role. 
bhang. 


49 and 50. To some extent I believe. 
51 and 52. 1 believe so. 

53. I do not know, 

h4, I do not think so. 

55. I cannot say so. 

56. I do not know. 

57. Not to my knowledge. 


25, There is no perceptible increase or decrease. 
26 and 27. I cannot answer this. 

28. (a) One pie per diem. 

(4) Half anna per diem. 

29. No. 


Yes; I know bhang massala. Some people mix 
sugar, almonds and saffron with bhang. 

$0. Generally in company and is confined to 
the male sex and not to any time of life, but it is 
hardly given to children. 

$1. Such habit is not easily formed, bus it is 
very difficult to break off. Yes, there is a ten- 
dency for the moderate habit beiag developed into 
the excessive. 

32. The use of all these drugs is generally in- 
jurious. 

33 and 34. I cannot answer this. 

35. (a) and (4) No. 


(c) It will be difficult to enforce prohibition, 
and it will occasion serious discontent, but it 
will never amount to any political danger, and I 
do not think it would be followed by recourse to 
other drugs, 


58, I think it is working fairly. 
59. I cannot give reasous, 

60. Ganja is not produced in Sind, 
61. Charas is not produced in Sind. 
62. I do not think so, 

63. I have no objection. 


64, I have no objection, as the present regula- 
tions are working very well. 


65, No alteration is needed in my opinion. 


66 and 67, No. 


68, Licensed charas shops for smoking chandu, 
which were really a source of misery, have 
been done away with, but shops for the sale of 
these drugs are in existence, and there is no objec- 
tion to their existence, 


69, Yes, the mukhtiarkar always enquires 


A 


86. No. from tue townspeople before a shop is allowed to 
ops be opened, and | think this is a right course. 
37. Charas-smoking has stronger effect than 
that of ganja. 70. No, 





8. Evidence of Mr. C. Maclvzr, District Superintendent of Police, Karachi. 


2, Yes: charas, bhang, and ganja. 54, I should say not. Most Sindhi criminals 
14 Yes: aes i ri ss take bhang, and sometimes before committing 
iS ; g is. 


ai be bt toe “all offences. 
st Si is tak ne, it is not specia 
Et uy bad charectseer’ None ie fa nd 55. In the few cases I remember the offenders 


| were chiefly foreigners to Sind, aud the victims 


I am aware, were not completely stupefied. 


52, Some criminals have been known to take 


bbane four times daily, but this does not cause 56, 1 know no case in which bemp was mixed 
them to commit crime. with other substances, Dhatura is used alone. 
53. Very rarely. 1 know of only one instance. 57, 1 have no personal experience on this point. 





9. Evidence of Raumatata Kuan, Police Inspector, Shikarpur. 


tunities of seeing and hearing which I had had in | Karachi district. It is cultivated in abundance 
police service. at Bubak near Sehwan. 


3. 1 do not know where the hemp plant grows 4, It has no different name, but the hill plant is 


1. I make this statement based on the oppor- | said to be grown in Tando Rahimkhan in the 
spontaneously, but the hill plant called akoi is | called akoi and grows spontaneously. 
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5. The hemp plant akoi grows in the hills on 


account of the heavy rainfall there and is more | 


intoxicating. 


(c) for use as bhang ; 
(d) for seeds to a great extent at Bubak. 


10. No special class cultivates the hemp plant. 
They belong to the same elass as other agricultural 
cultivators. 


11, That is a special hemp plant called kbasi. 
Ganja is made from it. 
12. No. 


13. No restriction exists, but this practice pre- 
vails to a great extent in Hindustan and Punjab, 
but not in Sind, 


14, The following preparations :— 


(c) The hemp plant is cultivated to a great 
extent in Bubak. Ganja is used in 
Hindustan and the Punjab, and charas 
is imported from Khorasau. 

15, Ganja and charas are smoked, 

Tank, I t 
aware of the methods of 
ganja. 






Bhang is 
° a now 
preparing charas and 

16. Bhang is prepared anywhere in houses, 
oteras (inns) and fiéanas (Hindu fakirs’ abodes) 
for drinking purposes, It is prepared wherever 
the hemp plant is grown. But in order to make 
it more intoxicating it is wrapped in a cloth, 
covered with earth, and is heated by the fire; 
after which it is pounded and drunk, But 1 do 
not know of ganja and charas being prepared from 
the wild plant, 


17. A certain portion of all classes of the | 


people. 


18. The bhang deteriorates; but I know 
nothing about ganja and charas. The bhang 
loses its effects by delaying to use it. It de- 
teriorates after 12 months. Its effect is weakened 
by time, 

19. They are used for smoking only. 
smoking is in practice in Sind. 

20. About one-eighth of the people of all 
classes are addicted to it generally in all ofaras 
and ¢tikanas, 

21. I do not know. 

22. Charas is imported from Khorasan, 

28. No. 


24. I do not know if any eat bhang, 


Their 


drink bhang in olaras, tikanas and madais (abodes 
of saniasi fakirs), 

25, It is daily increasing. 

26. (a) and (4) Cn an average half. 

(c) Ditto one-eighth. 

(d) Ditto one-tenth, 


27. Both the Hindus and 
found in each class, Habitual moderate con- 
sumers mostly resort to tisunas. Owners of 
riding animals, both Hindus and Musalmans, 
and big men, driuk it in order to have relief at 
night. 


(2) Habitual excessive consumers among Hindus 
and Musalmans are those who at first take it as 
a luxury in the prime of their life, or in order to 
derive more pleasure from copulation, Such 


people gradually take inereased quantities and do 
fall into excess, 


Musalmans are | 













’ 2 ao b 
'a man is a great drinker and is not sufficiently 


28. (a) 8 pies. 
(2) 4 annas, 


29. I do not know what other ingredients are 






CT tte wd lh = = Haran 
intoxicated by ordinary bhang he mixes dhatura ; 
and (4) it is mixed to facilitate the commission of 
crime. Dhbatura is mixed with bhang and ad- 
ministered to others. 


30, One tola at the most for a moderate 
consumer, quarter of a seer for an excessive consu- 
mer. In company sometimes half a seer and 
sometimes a seer. Its use is confined mostly to 
the male sex. Sometimes boys also fall into the 
babit in a short time, 


31. The habit is formed by increasing the quane 
tity. 

32. There is no religious or social custom. But 
some foolish Hindus and Musalmans consider it 
a good custom hecause of their ignorance. The 
Hindus say that it is the plant of Shiva (god), 
and that it is a religious duty todrinkit. Imgnor. 
ant Musalmans say—‘ Those who drink thang 

) gir 
lives dependent upon God.” Some of them say 
again that it is not bhang, but it is grass; its 
use is lawful to the lovers of God. But such 
men are mostly excessive consumers, 


33. It is not. In my opinion it is disgraceful 
to use al] these drugs, for they are very injurious, 


| I know nothing positive as to its being wor- 
_ shipped, but it is not worshipped here. 


| illicitly consumed. 


One- | 
fourth of the Musalmans and half of the Hindus | 


34. It will cause great inconvenience to exces- 
sive vonsumers—onesteuth of Musulmans and one- 
eighth of Hindus in my opinion, 


35. They can be prohibited gradually. It is 
It should not be probibited 
at once, If it were prohibited at once, it will 
cause discontent among excessive consumers. 
The discontent will not amount to political 
danger. But the people interferred with will 
cause great annoyance to publie servants, Some 
men have less recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 
But generally they will use other narcotics and 
injurious drugs, such as dhatura, ete, 

36. No. 

Note.—I do not know anything. The effects 
of ganja are keener than those of charas. 


37. The effects of ganja are keener than those 
of charas. 


38. I do not know. 
39. No. 


4(). It is prescribed and is used in the treatment 


: of cattle disease. 


41. I do not know, 
42 and 43. No. 


44. It produces a little intoxication. It is 
refreshiug, It creates appetite. It does not 
allay hunger. Its effects last for four or five hours, 
It produces longing aud uneasiness to habitual 
consumers. In others it produces irritability. 


45, It produces habits of excess which are in- 
jurious. It impairs the beauty and enfeebles the 
constitution. It injures the digestive organs, and 
ultimately causes loss of appetite. It does not 
cause dysentery, Itcausesasthma, It impairs the 
moral sense by the long use. It produces laziness, 
habits of immorality and debauchery. It deadens 
the intellect. The consumer will not be complete- 
ly insane, but he is close upon insanity. Insanity 
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does not renounce the habit. If he makes ita em, 
habit again insanity will attack him again, The 
following are thesymptoms: Irritability, foolish- 
ness, and talkativeness. Consumers do not admit 
their insanity. No; but the use of bhang pro- 
duces mental anxiety and cares, and on account of 
the weakness of the brain the consumer gets no 
sleep, ‘I'hus he falls into excess, 


46, Some persons get into habits of excessive 
consumption by using it either when alone or 
when in company with others. 


53. The excessive use of these drugs incites to 
unpremeditated crime. In 1870, in Mirpurkhas, 
in Hyderabad Zilla, one bhangi (a drinker of 
bhang) committed a murder in a scuffle about 
plucking berries, 

54. No; criminals, when intending to commit 
a serious offence, would not themselves use any 
intoxicating drug to excess, for intoxication de- 
prives one of sense. 

5f, Yes; but those persons who are not in the 
habit of taking any iutoxicating drug, and who 
are called sujis, will be completely stupefied it 
they are made to drink bhang or smoke ganja and 
cbaras to excess, Habitual consumers can only 
be stupefied by bhang mixed with dhatura, etc. 
But ‘akoi,’ the wild bhang, if administered to any 
one, even without admixtures, will bring on stupe- 
faction. 

56. In both cases the effects are modified by 
mixing dhatura. In 1891, 3lst May, acensed 
Sheikhal, Mohmadali and Shah Mahomed adminis- 
tered bhang mixed with dhatura to Suchal, who 
was thereby suffocated, so that he died. This 
offence was committed in Shikarpur, 

57. It isnot customary to eat ganja and charas 
in this previnee. 

68. Tuere are licensed shops. 


47, It is not bereditary, and it does not affect 
the children, 


48, I have given replies above in question 46. 


49, It is used as an aphrodisiac. The use is a 
temporary gratification The ultimate result is 
that it weakens the power of copulation, i.e, it 
impairs manly power. It is used by prostitutes 
also. 


50. I have given replies in question 46. 


51. Bad characters use it moderately, Its 
moderate use has no connection with crime in 
general. 


52. The offenders themselves do not use these 
drugs excessively, but they sometimes induce 
others to smoke or drink to excess in order to get 


will not leave him as long as he lives, provided he opportunities of easily committing offences upon 
| 
| 








10. Evidence of Rao Basapur Laxsumanstne Marruragst, Police Inspector, 
Hyderabad, Sind. 


1. have passed my life in Sind, and have | should be ploughed deep. Some gay people pre- 
visited many parts uf it asa Police Officer. I | pare it in the following ways: —By making an in- 
have come in contact. with consumers of ganja, | cision in the stem of the bhang plant and putting 
charas and bhang, and have thus acquired es- | opium into it, and by burying « dead snake under 
perience, | the plant, by watering it with dhatura water, 
and sometimes with huka water. All these 


fr Mac SCO ed me ae means are em ployed to make the produce more in- 
ei MR coi RD le | toxicating. But this is done in the case of a few 


same. : _ | selected trees. 
8. I donot know. It does not grow in this 10. Mussalmans only—agricultural cultivators 
province, sometimes cultivate. 


4, (1) bhang, (2) sawai, (3) saee, (4) the humble 


| 
. ; 11. The wild plant grows here. 
plant, (5) bubkain, (6) sabzi, (7) nangin, (4) sukho, | 
{ 


12. Ido not know. The male plant is extirpat- 
ed, otherwise all the plants would become male 
plants. 


All these vames refer to the same plant. There is 
another kind which is called akoi which is more } 
intoxicating than others and it grows in hills on 
rainfall. It is never used as bbang, for it is 
very intoxicating and brings on unconsciousness. 

5, I do not know. It does not grow in this 
province, 

6, It joes not grow in this province, hence I 
do not know, . 


7: Xess, 


13, It is not restricted ; people can cultivate it. 
Jt can be freely cultivated in all districts, provid- 
ed the soil is se/adz, is deeply ploughed, abundant- 
ly watered, exposed to free air, aud taken care of 
every time. No. 


14, The localities have been shown under No, 
7; 1 canuot give the exact quantities. 


15. Bhang is not prepared from the wild plant 
(2) and (6) No. in this province. As to the cultivated plant after 
Te) Yes ithas obtained its usual height, it is reaped and 


(d) Not for fibre, but for seeds dried in shade. The reaped plants are turned, and 
ot for fibre, but for seeds, | 





tyne _, | veeturned, to prevent their decay until they are 
It can be cultivated anywhere in Sind, but it-is 


ind : dried. Thev they are beaten; the stalks, leaves, 
cultivated in the illeving nares ea oh 7 x and seeds are separated, 
ka Hala, Zillah Hyderaba ubak, Zillah : 7 2 
Kashi; Millspes Gbari Mori a Webi’ aid in (a) Bhangis not smoked, but ganja-smokers aud 


: bs—in His_Hi + als :. | other poor persons smoke it as follows :—Gbhundi 
Ube ? a ehivara gi el bhang is mixed with a little water, and made into 
erritory an ; 


2) Ns a small ball, The ball is heated over the fire. 
what quantity is produced. Tobacco mixed with water is bruised, and water 
8. I cannot say. 


pressed out of it. This ball is then mixed with 
9, This cultivation requires more water and 


the above ball, aud is smoked in pipe. 
more care. ‘Tue soil should be rich (sweet), It 





(2) Bhang is boiled and made into a majum, and 


vol. vii. 2N 
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is then used for eating, Roaming fakirs eat raw 


bhang. 


(c) Dry bhang is soaked in water, washed, pound- 
ed, mixed with water, sifted and then drunk. 
Dried or wet bhang covered over with 4 or 5 folds 
of cloth is buried in hot ashes. It is left there for 
about half an hour. Then it is taken out and 
after undergoing the above process is drunk. This 
is called Popo. Bhang is parched on an earthen 
pan, and then drunk as above. 


16. It is not prepared in houses, It can be 
prepared wherever the hemp plant is cultivated, 
The wild plant is not produced here, hence 
nothing can be said. 


17. In this country only Hindus and Mu. 
hammadans, but a larger number of Muhammadans 
use it. 


18. Yes; it deteriorates, z,¢., it loses its intoxi- 
cating effects. It keeps good for one year, after 
which it gradually deteriorates. Ganjaand bhang 
can keep good for two years. As regards charas 
T cannot say how long it will keep good with 
ordivary care. It loses its effect in time. I do 
not think any measures can be adopted to prevent 
deterioration, 


19, They are used only in smoking, and are put 
to no other use. 


20. Hindus and Musalmans about three-fourths 


of them, In otaras, tikanas, madhts, and on shops 
of some bakers, No special places are appointed 
for it. 


21, Flat ganja is preferred. No special places 


are appointed. 
22. No native charasis produced. It is import- 


rom lYarkan 





23. Bhang is not used in smoking. 


24. Noone eats bhang except in exceptional 
eases mentioned under No. 15. It is drunk by 
Musalmans and Hindus, about half of each of the 
classes. 


No special places are appointed, but it is drunk in 
otaras, madhis, tikanas, but these are not specially 
appointed for the purpose. 


25. The use of charas and bhang is increasing, 
for these drugs are liked by people. The use of 
ganja is decreasing, for it is less intoxicating. 
Charas-smoking produces heart-burning, makes the 
semen thin, and sometimes weakens the manly 
power, produces cough, asthma and dimness of 
sight. The consumers of bhang mostly like it, 
because it creates appetite, and gives prolonged 
pleasure in copulation. The consumers of bhang, 
after drinking it, smoke charas which gives them 
great pleasure and then they are gay and merry, 

26, Icannotsay anything about it. 


27, The consumers are chiefly taken from the 

following classes— 

Sanyasis, jogis, attendants of prostitutes, otara 
fakirs, shikaris, dheds, mochis and other 
labouring classes. Bad company or debau- 
chery leads to these habits. 


28, I cannot say. 


29, Nothing is mixed with bhang in ordinary 
cases, but in exceptional cases the following are 
added :—Cardamoms, aniseed, succory, almonds, 
nutmegs, mace, saffron, pepper, and coriander, 
sugarcandy or sugar, pistachios. These are mixed 
either for cooling purposes or to get prolonged 
pleasure in copulation. Charas is sometimes 
smoked mixed with a little opium, and ganja is 
smoked with sandal wood powder mixed with it, so 
that the smoking may produce more intoxication 












| 


| tion, is beneficial 





and fragrance at the same time. Such a use is not 
confined to any particular class, Any man of 
means can do it. Dhaturais not mixed. The 
massala is notsold with bhang. If a man wishes 
to mix any ingredients, he can buy them from a 
grocer. 

30, I cannot say. Persons of all ages, young 
or old men or women. Boys above ten years of 
age are in the habit of using them. 


31, The habit is easily formed in bad company. 
If the consumer wishes it, he can break off the 
habit gradually, decreasing the quantity, provided 
he avoids bad company ; otherwise it is very diffi- 
cult to break off. There is not a single excessive 
consumer who cannot take care of himself while 
under its influence, 


32, There is no religious custom, but there are 
social customs connected with the drinking of bhang. 
The Musalmans use it in mahram, on marriages, 
mournings and festivals. The Hindus use it in 
sangats , pangats and on occasions of festivals, 
Its use is considered essential on such occasions. 
The use of bhang on the above occasions is mode- 
rate and not excessive. It is probable a habit may 
be formed, but it is not in any way injurious. 


33. The consumers like the use of drugs, but 
its use is not Jiked by sais (non-consumers of in- 
toxicating drugs). ‘There is no social or religious 
opinion about the practice. In my opinion the 
use of the narcotic in any form is disreputable: 
The hemp plant is not worshipped in this province. 


34, It would be a serious privation to consumers 
to forego the use of the drug they consume, ¢. ¢., 
he would fall ill, would have no appetite, would 
get no sleep ; but if the use is gradually decre 
it is likely that its use can be foregone altogether. 
I cannot give any idea of the probable numbers 
of each class. 


35, Its use cannot be prohibited. It would be 
illicitly consumed, It would be difficult to enforce 
the prohibition. The prohibition would doubtless 
occasion discontent among the consumers. The 
discontent would not in my opinion amount to 
political danger, Government revenue will suffer. 
The prohibition would not be followed by recourse 
to aleohol, but it is likely that other nareotie drugs 
would be used which would be injurious in other 
ways, 

36. Alcohol is not substituted for bhang or 
charas or ganja. 

The intoxicating effects of charas are imme- 
diate and heating while those of ganja are not 
immediate and are cooling. 

38 and 39. I cannot say. 

40. Physicians prescribed old bhang in gon- 
orrhea, for free urme, and it proves beneficial. 
Bhang is prescribed in other diseases too. Bhang 
is used in other medicines also, But as far I 
know, physicians do not prescribe charas or ganja 
in any disease. I cannot say what medicines are 
used in the treatment of cattle diseases, 


41. (2) Only bhang. 

(6) Bhang gives staying-power under severe 
exertion ; charas under exposure ; but charas or 
ganja never alleviate fatigue. 

(c)} No. 

(2) Icannot reply to this. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is not injurious, 
for it creates appetite, aids the powers of diges- 
in gonorrhea. But even the 
moderate use of other drugs is not beneficial. 

43. No, it is the humble plant. 
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44. The immediate effect is intoxication. The 
effect of bhang is that it is refreshing. The other 
drugs produce intoxication, The use of any of 
these drugs does not allay hunger. It creates 
appetite. The effect of bbang lasts for five or six 
hours, that of charas for one hour or two at the 
most, and that of ganja for about an hour. No 
other immediate effects are produced, ‘The want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing to an 
habitual consumer, It produces uneasiness, irri- 
tability, loss of appetite, sleeplessness, dysentery 
and restlessness, 


45. (a) The use of charas alone, particulars of 
which are given under No. 25, produces noxious 
effects, physical and mental but not moral. 


(6) Nothing else, except the diseases mentioned 
under No. 25. 


(c) No. 
(d) No, but it produces asthma. 


3] 


(e) It does not impair the moral sense, produces | 


laziness and habits of immorality and debauchery. 


(7) It deadens the intellect, but produces no 
insanity, I cannot give any more account, but 
doctors would be able to do so. 


46. The same as under 45, 
47 and 48. No. 


49, Bhang alone is used as an aphrodisiac. 
Prostitutes use it so. The use of the drug for this 
purpose and its use as an ordinary narcotic pro- 
duce the same intoxicating effects and do not 
differ. It does not produce impotence. 


d0. The same as under 49. 
51. Yes. No connection. 
52, The same as under 51. 


53. It does not incite to unpremediated crime, 
but it will not be surprising if the consumer him- 
self falls a victim to it. Ido not know of any 
such case. 


54, Never. 


55. Criminals do so; but if the victim isa man 
not babituated to its use, he will be stupefied. But 
criminals generally mix dbatura or skoi bhang 
with the ordinary bhang, or with charas, or with 
ganja, and induce their victims to partake of it. 
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57. Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk, 
but are only smoked, 


58, The system is working well. But the 
bemp cultivators secretly use bhang for personal 
consumption, This requires to be remedied. 


59. The hemp cultivators are bound to sell 
their bhang to contractors, but frequently they 
reserve a little quantity for their own use, 


60. Ganja is not produced in this province. 

61. Charas is not produced in this province. 

62. The cultivation of the bemp plant should 
not be freely allowed. It should be strictly res- 
tricted. Particular plots should be marked out 
where the cultivation should be allowed. It should 
be under the control of the zamindar and the 
tapedar, 

63 to 66. I cannot say. 

67, I see no objection. 


68. There are licensed shops, but no houses. 
can give no further opinion upon it. 


I 


69. Sometimes the consumers, when they meet 
in otaras, madhis or such other places where these 
narcotic drugs are generally taken, consult each 
other, and then subscribe to the purchase of the 
druy, Their wishes should be considered. 


70. It is not necessary to modify the existing 





regulations, Such a drug is not used without the 
duty being paid on it. ‘These accidents are rare, 
but there are sufficient safeguards against them. 
Consumers sometimes use untaxed drugs. 


Note. 


The akoi bhang grows spontaneously in hills, 
and does not grow in this district. Its growth 
depends on rains, and is not taken care of. It is 
called akohi because it grows in hills—koh means 
hill and therefore it should not be called bhang ; 
but owing to its strong intoxicating effects the 
consumers call it bhang, It is not used as 
bhang here, nor is there any intention of so using 
it. It is poisonous, It is very intoxicating. 
There is not much difference in the injuries which 
would result from akoi and dhatura. If any one 
wants to do harm to another with intent to com. 





without admixture, if the victim be a man not 
habituated to its use. 


56. The effects of hemp are modified by mixing 
the stimulating ingredients mentioned under No. 
29, likewise by mixing dhatura or akoi (detailed 
under No. 55) or other narcotic. Dhatura is not 
mixed with bhang for personal consumption. 


| 





mit-ap j iia the 
ordinary bhang of this country, or in charas or 
ganja, and induces bim to partake of it ; and the 
result is thas the consumer becomes unconscious, 
and thus an opportunity is afforded for the com- 


' mittal of offence. 


The note applies to answers given under num- 
bers 4 and 55, 





11. Evidence of Munamuap Muxip, Police Inspector, Naushahro, 


1, I have gained my experience in the police 
service. 


3. I hear the akoi bhang grows spontaneously 
in the hills. 


4 (1) The ordinary Sindhi bhang. 
(2) Akoi, which grows in the bills. 


(3) The two-leafed or khasi bhang, which is 
produced in the Punjab, and from which ganja 
is made. 


5. The consumers of bhang say that bhang 


vol. vii. 
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which grows on rainfall in the hills is more intoxi- 
cating. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated in Bubak taluka, 
Sehwan Khebor taluka, Halla, and in the Khair- 
pur State for the production of bhang seeds. 

10. The hemp cultivators do not belong to any 
special class. They are of the same classes as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

14. Only bhang is produced in Bubak, Khebor 
and Khbairpur. 

16. Bhang is used in vtaras, madhis, and in 
houses, 
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18. The consumers of bhang say that it loses 
its intoxicating effects after twelve months, It 
loses its effects in time. 

19. They are smoked only. 

20, About one-tenth of the Hindus and Musal- 
mans of Sind. In ¢tanag and ofaras. 


22. The charas imported from Khorasan is used 
here. 


24. One-fourth of Hindus and Muhammad- 
ans drink bhang. In houses, ¢ééanas aud otaras. 
No one eats bliang. 


40, Bhang is prescribed by native doctors for 
those suffering from heat, for free urine, and for 
stopping dysentery and diarrhoea. Majum is made 
from khang seeds. 


48, Nothing to that effect has come to my 
notice. 


51, Yes; bad characters and gamblers are habi- 
tual moderate consumers of these drugs. I do not 
think there is any connection between such a 
moderate use and crime of any general or any 
special character. 


52. Excessive use will produce more intoxicae 
tion and more forgetfulness; but it appears to 
have no connection with crime, 


53. Yes; I have heard from potice officers that 
indulgence in these drugs sometimes incites to 
unpremeditated crime. Very lately, on the night 
of the 10th November 1893, in the of¢ara of Pir 
Nizar Mahomed, Kowra Khokhar murdered Dodo 
Machhi. In the investigation it was found that 
they were always qnarrelling about opium and 
bhang. Kowra confessed in bis statement that 
Dodo used to steal away his money and opium, 
and used to give him his urine as bhang drink. 
Hence he killed him with endgels and sticks. 
It was found out that Kowra used to take bhang, 
charas, ganja, and opium. I have no other per. 
sonal experience, 

54. No. 


Dd. Sufis Not habituated to use bhang or ganja 
or charas, if forced to use them, will doubtless be 
intoxicated, and will erow dull and will be over- 
takea by sleep, which will give ample opportunities 
to crimina]s to commit an offence. 





12. Evidence of Mr. Gro. Jupp, Head Preventive Officer, Karachi. 


i. By constantly coming in contact with people 
who use hemp drugs for a period extending over 
11 years and from local enquiries. 


2. Yes. 
19, Yes; for smoking purposes only. 


20. Charas mostly by Pathans. 
Hindu mendicants. They have 
locality. 


91. The flat kind is smoked here. 


22. Charas from Afghanistan is mostly ap- 
preciated. 


23. No. 


27. The poorer classes generally, and the habit 
is brought about by society with persons who 
are habitual consumers. 

28. (2) 20 grains ganja, 10 grains charas, 100 
grains bhang, and each of these respective quan- 
tities can be had for 3 pies. 

(6) 80 to 100 grains ganja. 

40 to 50 charas. 
150 to 200 ,,_~— bhang, 


The cost being in proportion to the price above 
quoted. 


29, Tobacco is sometimes used’ with charas and 
ganja. Dhatura is also similarly mixed by very 
hard smokers or when a deeper intoxication is 
sought. There isa preparation of bhang which 
ig much used in Sind both by Hindus and 
Mubammadans called thundai. In this prepara- 
tion besides bhang the following ingredients are 
mixed :—Almonds, spice, poppv-seed, black-pepper 
flower of kasni and sugar, This preparation is 
believed to be very cooling. 


hy 
special 


Ganja 
no 


33 


30. Both in solitude aud in company, and by 
the female sex as well. It is not usually given 
to children except in the case of the preparation 
above referred to. 


31. The habit. is not easily formed, and when 
once formed is difficult to give up. There is a 
tendency for the moderate use of these drugs to 
develop into excess, 

82. There are none. 


37. Both have intoxicating effects. Ganja, 





*hewever, is more powerful and heating in its effects. 


39. Smoking is a more injurious form of con- 


sumption since the stronger products of the hemp 
plant is used. 


40. Yes. 


41, Increases apnetite. Restorative after severe 
exertion and fatigue. These effects are however 
obtained only by occasional moderate consumers. 


42, I do not censider it harmless as a person 
labouring under its effects may be induced to 
commit crimes. 


43, No, They are inclined to be quarrelsome. 


44. It creates appetite and does not allay hunger. 
It is refreshing and leaves no after-effects. Yes. 


45, (a) and (4) Yes. 
(c) No. 
(d) and (e) Yes. 


46. It produces debility, impaired mental 
energy, loss of strength of character and tends to 
insanity. 

47. Ifit does, it is not perceptible. 


48. It will affect the offspring, causing them to 
be weak in intellect and idiotic. 


49. Yes, by men. 
time, 


55. Yes. 


70. There is little or no smuggling of hemp 
drugs from Native States. Passengers frequenting 
this from Cutch ports are sometimes found in 
possession of bbang or ganja, but in all tbe cases 
which have come under my notice the persons 
were given to the consumption of these drugs, and 
what was found by the Preventive Department 
was either what was over after consumption on 
the voyage or which could not be used on account 
of sea sickness, Such passengers are however 
protected from prosecution under Government 
Resolution No. 3995, dated 4th June 1886, pro- 
vided the quantity is not in excess of ten tolas in 
each case, Except in very stray and exceptional 
cases the consumption of hemp drugs is not pre- 
valent amongst the class of sea-faring men who 
frequent this port. 


Yes, in the course of a short 
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13. Evidence of Mr. Gro. J. Barker, Abkari Inspector, Karachi. 


1. As an Abkari Inspector visiting and inspect- 


ing the ganju shops during the last eleven years 
or more, 


2. Yes. Bhang, sahi or subji, ganja, and 
charas. 


moderate. The habitual excessive and occasional 
moderate consumers are a small minority, 


27. (a) Habitual moderate. Sindhi Hindus 
(Banias, Amils, etc.) Sindhi Mubammadans of 





3. The wild hemp (i.e., bhang) plant is said by 
the ganja contractor to grow at a place called 
Gondrani in Lus Beyla, bordering on the Karachi 
District. 

4. Known as kehi bhang. 


7. The hemp plant is grown for use as bhang 
in the province, chiefly at Buback and Thatte 
(Karachi District), Khaiber in Hyderabad District 
and in the Shikarpur District. 

8. These particulars supplied in statistical 
returns to Commissioner in Sind, 


10. Cultivators—no particular class. 
13, Ganja is not grown in Sind. 


14. Bhang only is prepared for sale to the 
licensed contractor. Area under cultivation sup- 
plied in statistical returns to Commissioner in 


Sind. 


16. Bhang is prepared by people in their houses 
from the hemp plant wherever grown, 


17. Bhang is prepared in Sind, With the 
exception of the bhang prepared (by Sindi 
Muhammadans) for public use in Shaki-khanas as 
described (under question 6%) it is usually pre- 
pared by people in their own bouses. 


18. They all deteriorate by keeping. The bhang 
and ganji lose their aroma and strength, and the 
charas its resinous properties. ‘hey keep good 
with ordinary care for about a year. Notwith- 
standing precautions taken, quantities of bhaug, 
charas and ganja have to be destroyed by the 
contractor every year, (Ascertained from con- 
tractor and inspection of stocks in Dept.) 


19, Only for smoking. 


20, Ganja smoked by Purdesees, Cutchees, 
Mawaris, low caste Maharattas, Fakirs of both 
Hindu and Mahammadan castes, and Gosains 
(all over Sind). 


Charas by Pathans, Punjabees, Seedees: 
Beloochees, and other Sindhi Muhammadans, 
Sindhi fakirs (ascertained at retail shops and by 


the better class, Pathans, Beloochees, Cutchees, 
Marwiris, Punjabees and some Sidees and low 
caste Maharattas. 


(2) Habitual excessive consumers, Sindi Muham- 
madans of the lower classes, fakirs (Hindu and 
Muhammadaa), Gosains and some Seedees, 


(Ascertained by observation and knowledge of 
the habits of the different classes.) 


28, Habitual moderate— 
Bhang, 1 pie to 8 pies. 
Ganja, 1 pice. 
Claras, 1 pice. 
Habitual excessive— 
Bhang, 2 pice (including massala), 
Ganja, 2 pice to 3 or 4. 
Charas, 2 pice to 8 or 4, 
29, (a) Bharg seed, poppy seed and pepper. 


(0) By well-to-do classes.—Dry roses, aniseed, 
sugareandy are added sometimes, 


Bhang massala is not sold here. 


30, Bhang consumed much in company, but 
sometimes alone, Ganja consumed much in com- 
pany, but sometimes alone. Charas mostly in 
company, especially by habitual excessive consumers, 
Consumption mainly confined to male sex. Although 
sometimes females consume bhang, not usual for 
children to consume any of these drugs. 

31, The babit of consuming all these drugs is 
easily formed. In the case of excessive consumers 
of ganja and charas, it is somewhat difficult to 
break off the habit, Except there be strong will 
power, there isa tendency for the moderate habit 
of ganja and charas to devolop into excessive. 
(Ascertained from close enquiries among numerous 
consumers), 


$2. There is noreligious custom in regard to 
consumption of these drugs. At the annual fair 
held at Manora and daily at some of the Hindu 





observation of customers). 


21, The flat ganja is only used in Sind, it being 
preferred. 

22, Foreign. Imported from Umritsar, where 
it is said to be brought from Ladak and Yarkand 
(in Bokbara), 

23. No; it burns off too soon if so used. 

24, Bhang is only drunk (not eaten) by Sindhi 
Hindus of all kinds, 1.¢., (Banias, Amils, etc.) 
Sindhi Muhammadans of all kinds, Fakirs, 
Gosains, ete. 

Looking at the classes who consume bhang in 
Karachi, 1 think more than half the people use 
bhang. 

25, Slightly on increase according to accounts 
of retail shops. Due partly to increase of popu- 
lati the suppression of the illicit _impor- 


temples (¢:kanas), earthen pots, containing a weak 
preparation of bhang, are kept for Samtiatacie ‘It 
is done as an act of charity. The practice is an 
old one and not likely to lead to the formation of 
the habit. 


83, The consumption of bhang is generally con- 
sidered as being innocuous. There is no opinion, 
religious, regarding the practice. Habitual exces- 
sive consumers of ganja and charas are termed 
Mowalees or sluggards on account of the lazy 
habits attained by some of these men. There is 
no custom os far as I can ascertain of the wor- 
shipping of the plant, but it is held in veneration 
by Hindu Gosains and Sadbus. 


34. It would be a serious privation for con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use. The reasons are :— 


Especially in the case of bhang, about half the 





tation of gauja from Cutch, Lus Bevla and other 
places, and charas by rail from Punjab. 

26. No returns are kept of ccnsumers. Most 
consumers, especially of bhang, are habitual 


population,t-should-say, use it in moderation; to 
those especially who work out of doors, exposed 
to the heat in a Province like Sind, the use of 
bhang isa kind of necessity to enable them to 
bear the heat of the day. 
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Moderate consumers of ganja and charas (arti- 
sans, carpenters, dyers, stone-masons, etc.) would 
feel inconvenience. About one-third of the con- 
sumers, I should think, were addicted to ganja 
and charas, 


35. It would moé, J consider, be feasible to pro- 
hibit the use of bhang on account of its universal 
use. 


Ganja could with difficulty be brought under 
control by restricting cultivation and the quantity 
the contractor is allowed to import and sell, and 
gradually reducing the same yearly, and fixing 
the prices (high) at which it would be sold. 

Charas—Being of foreign manufacture could be 
prohibited, but smuggling would undoubtedly 
prevail. 

The drug being of small bulk is easly smuggled. 


___s*#Pyohibition would cause some amount of discon- 


tent among consumers, but less ifthe probibition 
could be gradually applied. Recourse in case of 
prohibition could be had to other drugs, especially 
by poorer classes. Nothing could be done 
without co-operation of surrounding foreign 
States, 

36. From close enquiries made I find that there 
are very few men who have taken to alcohol after 
leaving off the use of drugs. On account of the 
dearness of liquor itis not likely that recourse 
would be had to it. A pice or two of drugs 
satisfies a man, whereas it would require 3 annas, 
the price of 2 drams of the cheapest liquor, to 
satisfy him, 

37, Charas intoxicates sooner than ganja. It 
heats the system and is therefore better used iu 
cold weather. If used in the hot weather, it is 
said to affect the eyes; it also causes a throbbing 
in the temples of the head. If the babit of the 
consumer is to drink water after smoking, it 
loosens the teeth. 


Ganja is cooling in its effeetsand is used by 
fakirs to suppress the passions. 

38. Flat ganja is used in Sind: the contractor 
states it is stronger than round ganja. 

39. Bhang is only drunk, and ganja and charas 
smoked in the province. 


4.1, Bhang is said to be an appetisor and diges- — 


tive, possesses 


also carminative and_ soporific 
properties. 


It is generally used by men fellow- 


ing occupations which do not call for mach exer | 
tion, such as merchants, brokers, clerks, shop- | 


keepers, camel-drivers, ete, 


Charas and ganja are said to give staying-power | 
under severe exertion, on account of which, and as | 


being a cheap intoxicant, they are much used by 
labourers, artisans (carpenters, blacksmiths, stone- 
masons, dyers, ete.) I have interrogated many 
men following such avocations, and they say that 
these drugs enable them to undergo severe exer- 
tion, and that they partly actas appetisers, It 
might iz their case only act as such, but in the 
case of men given to slotkful habits, 1 think it 
would not; as I observed that such men who use 
ganja and charas bave not the healtby look that 
labourers and artisans have. 


(c) Have not heard of them used as a febri- 
fuye, 


25 ag : arm less 
men who, using it in moderation, ate well of 


sufficient nourishing food. 


Ganja and charas are only suitable to men 


following callings requiring severe exertion or to | 


a 
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men of a robust physique: in their ease, provided 
they ate well. 


These drugs would be heneficial only as enabs 
ling them to undergo exertion. I have come to 
these conclusions by observing the condition of 
the men whom I have interrogated. 


43, Yes, 


44. The effect of the moderate use of these 
drugs on moderate habitual consumers is refresh. 
ing. 

Bhang produces slight intoxication, creates 
appetite, cools the system by removing bile, 
produces indisposition for work immediately after 
consumptivun, Habitual consumers feel the 
want of the drug, but nothing more, Intoxica- 
tion lasts $ to 1 hour. 


Ganja produces intoxication lasting from 1 to 
2 hours, is refreshing to those who are hard 
workers, such as labourers or artisans (by others 
used as an intoxicant only); it cools the system, 
but does not create appetite. Little or no after- 
effects to those subject to active work and who 
eat well, 


Charas warms the system—intoxication like that 
of ganja, but wearing off sooner, refreshing and 
appetising to hard workers and robust men. Want 
of gratilication produces longing. Little or on 
after-effects to hard workers and robust men who 
eat well, 


45. Bhang used moderately is said not to impair 
the constitution, 


Ganja and charas can be used even in moder- 
ation and without apparent injury to constitution 
by men leading an active or labourer’s life and who 
eat well. Pathans, Seedees, and others who use 
charas moderately, do not suffer by it, as they 
live well and are of a robust constitution, 


46. Bhang is difficult to use excessively being 
taken in a liquid form and a small quantity of 
the drug being used in its preparation. 

Ganja and charas both thin the vital sap, and 
are apt to produce impotence, especially ganja, 

Charas affects the eye-sight, teeth, and chest 
causing coughing and asthma. 


r have come to the above conciusions from 
questioning closely many habitual consumers, who 
have been smokers al! their lives. 


57. Ganja and charas as invariably smoked in 
this province, and not eaten. 


58. I consider it to be working well, 
60 and 61. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 


2. Cultivation might (if necessary) be confined 
to some central part of the province only, so as 
to minimise the possibilities for the removal of the 
drug illicitly. 

63 and 64, 


65. Yes, 


66. Only flat ganja is used here, Contractors 
should be encouraged to use the best ganja so as to 
reduce the temptation to the smuggling of a quan- 
tity of ganja superior to that used. 


67. No. 


No. 





68. In Karachi, there are places called Shaki- 
khanas, where bhang only is prepared and sold. 
These have been in existence for very many years 
and have been brought under control, and the 
number of them limited, They are a convenience 


263 


to those of the poorer classes, travellers, etc., 
coming on business to Karachi and who have 
not the vessels or the time to prepare their drinks 
of bhang. 


69. The numbers of shops are regulated aceord- 
ing to the demand for them. No new shops are 
opened without the actual necessity for such. 

70. Ganja is sometimes imported illicitly in 
small quantity at a time into Karachi from Cutch 


ports and from Lus Beyla, both foreign States. 
The ganja used in Lus Beyla and, I think, in Cutch 
also is brought from Panwel, Kolaba district, 
Bombay, on payment of a nominal duty of 8 
annag per maund, and being sold cheap in these 
States it is smuggled across bere. 


If these States paid a higher duty and raised 
the prices of ganja, smuggling could be reduced 
considerably. 





14, Zvidence of Rao BAHADUR ALUMAL TRIKAaMDAS Buoswant, Deputy Educa- 
tional Inspector, Karachi. 


1. Enquiry from dealers in the drugs and per- 
sonal inspection. 


2. The leaves of the hemp plant are locally 
known by the name of bhang or subji, and the 
definition of Dr, Prain may be accepted. 


Neither (1) charas nor (2) ganja are manufac- 
tured or grown in the Karachi district, to which 
my experience and knowledge are confined. 
Charas is imported by the Karachi Government 
farmers from Amritsar, which is said to obtain it 
from a place called Ladak and from Yarkand. 
The vulgar notion will not endorse the definition 
of charas as given herein. 


Ganja is obtained wi¢ Bombay from Panwel 
and Barsi and other places ; and Dr, Prain’s defi- 
nition of the drug would appear to correspond 
with the popular notion, and to be supperted by 
the general appearance of tbe article. 


8. Iam not aware of the spontaneous growth 
of the hemp plant in any part of the Karachi 
district. 


4. The hemp plant cultivated for bbang is 
locally known as bhang, subji, Sivaji buti (Shiva’s 
plant). According to colour, bhang is divided 
into kaki ( brown) and saye (green). 

5. As regards the wild hemp, the conditions are 
unknown. 


7, (a) and (4) None. 


(c) and (d) Yes, at Bubak in the Sehwan 
taluka ; and 1 believe it used to be cultivated in the 
Tatta taluka about the Calri cana] and in the vici- 
nity of the Fakirjo gate. 


9. The groundintended to be sown with bhang 
is first watered and made soft. It is then fur- 
rowed twice over and the seed thrown broadcast, 
The earth is then turned over once more with a 
plough and levelled witha roller, All the fur- 
rowing, ploughing, and sowing must be done and 
completed in one and the same day. When the 
seed shoots up to the height of about two inches 
the ground is watered for the first time and the 
weeding commences. It is usual to separate the 
shoots also from one another to the distance of a 
span at least, and hence all intervening shoots 
from the seeds thrown broad-cast are rooted out. 
When the plant grows to the height of a foot and 
a half, or even earlier, and as soon as its leaves 
spread out and overshade the ground, the weeding is 
discontinued, and this is generally after the third 
watering, The watering operations continue 
until the white seeds change colour and turn 
blackish or brown. After the plant grows to the 
height of over a foot the ground is well manured 
and then watered over. Before ploughing and 
sowing no manure is, as a rule, put in the ground 
for fear of a white kind of worm which is generated 


in the ground and eats up the sap of the plant, 
which consequently dries up. At Bubak it is not 
usual to manure the ground more than twice 
before the plant reaches the height of a foot and 
over. In the majority of cases, however, one 
good manuring at one foot beight is held to be 
sufficient for all ordinary purposes, unless greater 
height in the plant and heavier weight in the final 
produce be sought for. When the plant reaches 
the height of about five feet the male plant, which 
is distinguished by its blossom or its small-sized 
pale green flower, is rooted out to provide more 
growing space for the female plant. The male 
plant is held to cause giddiness when used, and 
this is another reason for its extermination as a 
precaution against the mixture of its leaves with 
those of the female plant. 


When ripe, as judged from the changed colour 
of the seed and absence of moisture when pressed, 
the plant is reaped, dried in the field itself, and 
thrashed when dry. The stalks are then separ- 
ated from the rest of the produce, which is carried 
away. A part, and a very small part, is winnowed 
in order to separate the blackish seed useful for 
sowing. The whiter seeds and the blackish not 
wanted for future sowing are left mixed with 
the leaves and the thinner twigs. 


Hemp fibres, or fibres like the hemp fibres, are 
grown from “ sibato,” which isa kind of hemp 
plant also, but locally known as “ sihato ”’ 
against ‘ sireen,’ which is the local name for 
the hemp plant proper. Similar fibres are pro- 
duced from the leaved “ Ak” plant or ‘ milk 
bush,” not the thorny “ Ak.” The ‘ Ak” and 
the “ sihato”’ stalks are soaked in water for two 
or three days, and when sufficiently soft they are 
thrashed, when the outer coating, or the upper- 
most thicker skin, is separated from the fibres. 
Such outer covering of the ‘ sibato” stalks was, 
and I believe is still, used in the preparation of 
country matches, being so ignitible. 

Hemp fibres are also prepared from the thicker 
part of the stalks of the bhang hemp plant, But 
the bhang plant stalks are usually buried in soft 
wet mud for a few days instead of being soaked 
in water, as in the case of the “ sihato,” the regu- 
lar hemp, or the “ Ak.” 

10. At Bubak it isthe Hindu Haris who in 
the main cultivate the hemp plant for bhang. 
Elsewhere, too, I believe, it is the Hindus who 
cultivate it. The bulk of the agricultural culti- 
vators are Muhammudans, 

13. In the district with which I am convers- 
aut the hemp plant is not cultivated for ganja, 

14, Yes. The bhang (c), Extent not known, 
For where, please see answer to question 7 under 
chapter II. 

15, Au—Bhang is smoked by people used to 
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ganja and charas when they are not able to pro- 
cure either of the latter drugs. The leaves are 
washed thrice, then wrapped up in a wet cloth and 
baked in hot ashes. The leaves so prepared are 
mixed with tobacco and smoked. The residue of 
the bhang used for drinking, the ground hemp 
(bhang) called ‘jog ” (locally) is smoked in 
place of ganja or cbaras. 
B.—Bhang is eaten also ; and it is done in two 
wayse= 
(a) the leaves are wetted, dried, and then 
pounded. When, ready, the quantity 
so prepared is mixed with a varying 
quantity of sugar, and doses are sival- 
lowed with water. 


(3) In the shape of majum, prepared from the 
bhang oil. 

C.—Bhang leaves used for drinking are 
thrashed after reaping, dried and washed thrice 
before grounding aud admixture of essence with 
water, 


16, The question is not very plain; but by 
preparation I understand preparation immediately 
before drinking, which is done by people at bome. 
But if preparation refer to the earlier stage of the 
article’s collection, then the process is gone 
through in the field. 

17. The cultivators themselves prepare the 
bhang by thrashing, as detailed under question 9. 

18. Yes. ‘ime affects both its effect and 
flavour. Bhang does uot keep beyond two 
years. 

19. For smoking only, so far as my information 
goes. 


20. Ganjais smoked by nearly the whole or 
the greater majority of the mendicants and clerical 
classes and the labouring classes (particularly the 
Muhammadan labourers in large towns), by the 
Katchis, Bhils and Pardesis. 

The Muhammadan labourers of large cities in 
Sind are said to delight more in smoking charas 
than gapja. 

21. Round ganja, 

22. Foreign. Please vzde answer to question 2, 
paragraphs 2 and 3. 

23. Bhang is used for smoking sometimes along 
with tobacco. Please see answer to question 
No. 15. 

24, Bhang is drunk almost all over the pro- 
vince by Hindus and Muhammadans, 


25, The use of all three drugs would appear to 
be on the increase, as the Karachi Government 
farmer informs me. Association with pesple 
habituated to the use of the drugs 1s said to be 
the cause of the increase in the use. 

27. Hindu merchants and traders, including 
shop-keepers and elderly retired Government 
servants and Muhammadans of the artisan class, 
are habitual moderate consumers of Lhang, 


People belonging to the mendicant and clerical 
orders (Hindus and Mubammadans) are generally 
habitual excessive consumers. 

29. Ganja and charas are mixed with tobacco 
for the purpose of smoking, Bhang is ordinarily 
drunk unmixed ; but to serve as a cooling drink itis 
wixed with the following ingredients :—Kaskhas, 
souf, dhana, black pepper, gidra seed, badrung 
seed, and rose buds. 

Kor the purpose of lust, the above plus the 
following :— 


candy. 


30. Bhangis in the main drunk by the male 
sex; but women, too, in the hotter parts of the 
district have taken to the drinking of bhang as a 
cooling draught. It is not unusual now for 
children in Karachi town to drink bhang during 
the chalhio or autumn, when it is publicly placed 
out in large earthen pitchers and offered for drink 
to whoscever asks for it by people who think it 
a charitable act to do so. 





| 
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Elachi, kasni, badamis, saffron, milk and sugar- | 


} 





-8t. The habit of drinking bhang is easily 
formed. It can be broken off as easily. The 
moderate habit does not often fail to develop into 
the excessive. 


82. For one kind of social custom which 
prompts people to encourage the drinking of 


bhang, please see the concluding portion of reply 
to question No 30, 


In Karachi, among the serai Hindu mahajuns, 
and the Hyderabad mahajuns, it is customary to 
offer bhang with one kind of sweetmeat when the 
panchayet is called to arrange for and permit the 
distribution of what is called ** bhaji,” present to 
each individual member, in connection with the 
celebration of marriage. Religious. — On Shbivaratri 
day it is considered religious to pour over the 
Shiva’s image a little bhang water, and it is 
considered desirable to drink a little bhang also, 
the bhang being called Shiva’s buti or plant. 


On such occasions, religious or social, the use 
is generally temperate and is not calculated to 
the formation of habit or prove injurious, Of 
course habitual excessive drunkards will indulge 
more largely. 


33, As regards the use of bhang, opinion varies. 
Some consider the moderate—use—of—bhang—as 
beneficial ; others discourage it altogether. ‘Ihe 
use of ganja and charas are generally regarded as 
very injurious to health as inducing languor and 
lassitude when intoxication ceases. Please see 
further reply No. 45. 


34. The users of bhang will consider it a great 
hardship to be deprived of the facilities for its 
use. 


Many consider it a necessary cooling drink and as 
conducive to digestion and encouraging appetite. 


35. I think it will not be easy to stop the use of 
bhang. Forcible prohibition will cause serious 
discontent. Under a weak Government it might 
be fraught with political danger. Bhang con- 
sumers are not likely to take to alcoholic stimul- 
ants. On the contrary, it might be said that the 
use of alcohol has been displaced by the use of 
bhang, But habitual excessive drinkers might 
tuke to poppy shells instead. 


The use of ganja or charas might be stopped 
without much fear of political danger, though it 
might cause discontent in the beginning. The 


users of ganja and charas will take to bhang 
smoking instead, 


87. Charas is said to be more intoxicating than 
ganja. 

38. The round ganja is preferred by smokers 
as being more intoxicating than the otber kinds. 

40. Yes; by the Vedanti as well as by the Unani 
school of native doctors bhang is used inthe case 
of some kinds of cattle diseuse. 


41. (a) Bhang is held to be a food accessory 
or digestive. 

(2) All the three are said to possess staying- 
power. Moderate use of ganja and charas is said 
to create appetite, 


(c) Antidotes against cold. 


—__—_—exeessive—use—would—be—much—more—injurious 
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(¢@) Ganja and charas are said to be (a) anti- 


he against flatulency and enlargement of the 
iver. 


44, (2) As regards charas aud ganja: intoxica- 
tion is followed by refreshing silence immediately 
after the inhalation of smoke, but it is accom- 
panied by a sensation of heaviness in the eyes. 
Appetite is created in the case of moderate 
smokers at stated times. The effect lasts for an 
hour or two. 


(0) After-effects, excessive yawning, languor, 
Jassitude and thirst. 

Want of gratification produces all the effects 

i d-diarrhoea—and_tlos 
of appetite, 

As regards bhang: Immediate effect—mild 
refreshing intoxication ; creation of appetite and 
desire to eat greasy and sweet things. The 
intoxication lasts for at least two or three hours 
according to the dose. 


Want of gratification produces longing. 
45. In the case of bhang, none. 


In the case of ganja and charas cough, and 
asthma and weakness of vision are produced. 
The semen also is said to be injuriously affected. 


46. If used in moderation, charas and gauja 
produce noxious effects; @ priort the habitual 
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although an excessive smoker of charas informs 
me that it has done him no harm yet. The only 
evil effect mentioned by him is loss of appetite. 


Prostitutes also use it for this purpose. ‘he use 
of ganja and charas tend to produce impotence 
bhang does not. 

56. On Shivaratri day, the bhang prepared for 
offering to Shiva and styled panchratna is ad- 
| mixtured with dhatura seed, and the preparation 

is partaken of by fakirs. 
58. The present system, which confers a mo- 
nopoly of sale upon the Government farmer, is 


| 49. Yes. Some use bhang as an aphrodisiac. 


notavoidable. Oldand deteriorated bhang might 
be mixed with good stuff. Old charas is not un- 
frequently mixed with oil of bhang seed to give 
it freshness. New ganja is similarly mixed with 
old ganja. Such adulterations are said to be 


jectionable._Adulteration-and—admixtures—are——— 





' injurious; but at any rate they are unfair to the 


purchaser, although unavoidable under the present 
system, 


62. Desirable to control it further, so as to 
render the admixture of the produce of the male’ 
plant, which is said to cause giddiness, impossible 
or difficult. 


69. Local opinion is not consulted. It is very 
desirable to consult it before a shop is allowed to 





15. Evidence of Bricape-SurGreoNn-LIEUTENANT-CoLONEL G, BAINBRIDGE, Civil 
Surgeon, Karachi. 


1. I have been in Civil Medical employment 


under the Bombay Government for twenty-six | 


years, mainly as a Civil Surgeon. Ihave not an 
exact knowledge of the drugs or of the different 
effects of the use of each form. But I am ac- 
quainted with their general properties. 

2. Yes; bhang, charas, ganja. I am not ac- 
quainted with the varieties of the latter. 

19, I believe that they are mainly smoked. 

23. I cannot say. 

28, I do not know. 


29. I understand that opium and dhatura are 
exceptionally mixed with hemp drugs. I do not 
know the preparations. 

30. Bhang is openly drunk by many people, 
especially in hot weather and by labourers. It 
is reported as cooling and slightly stimulant when 
taken in a weak infusion. It is mainly used by 
men; and 1 do not know of its consumption by 
wwomen or children. The other drugs are used in 
more or less solitude and secrecy. 

31. The habit seems to be easily formed. 
Bhang may be used occasionally or at certain 
seasons Without the development of a habit; those 
who take ganja and charas are usually habitual 
consumers. The habitual use of all these prepar- 
ations seems difficult to break off, and liable to 
become excessive 

32. One or more of the preparations —chiefly 
bhang—are commonly taken by Hindus of several 
castes at certain festivals. Asa general rule their 
use appears to be temperate. 

36, 37, 89 and 40. I do not know. 

41. As regards occasional use— 

(2) and (6) Yes. 
(c) and (@) I cannot say. 
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42. I doubt whether the moderate habitual use 
of any of the preparations of hemp is harmless, 


44. I believe that the immediate effects of 
moderate use are— 


(1) exhilaration of spirits and of the mental 
faculties ; 


(2) increased power of endurance of labour 
and fatigue ; 


(3) increase of appetite ; 


(4) more or lessi ntoxication. In this acute 
intoxication the mental state is often at 
first good-humoured, but is more often 
exalted, noisy, boastful or quarrelsome, 
with a tendency to insolence and to reck- 
less violence. There is no unsteadiness of 
gait, and but seldom stupor or coma. 
Muscular power seems to be increased ; 
but the controlling power of the higher 
centres becomes reduced or abolished. 


(5) sleep; 
(6) the effects are of short duration ; 
(7) there are no appreciable after-effects ; 


(8} it is not followed by uneasiness or long. 
ing for repetition in a marked degree. 


45. I have no evidence; but I should say that 
the habitual moderate use of any of these drugs 
is harmful. 


46, I have no data which enable me to distin- 
guish between moderate and excessive habitual 
use of any of the preparations of this drug, or 
between their respective effects. My remarks 
apply to the use of any of the preparations which, 
| I believe, to have similar effects in varying 
; degrees. 
| It causes emaciation and debility. 
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It causes chronic bronchitis and emphysema 
of the lungs, resulting in an asthmatic condition. 

It causes at first hyperemia of the conjunc- 
tive, which later assume a dusky or yellowish hue, 
and lividity of the lips and complexion. 

I believe that it impairs the moral sense, 
and induces laziness and immorality. 

It produces insanity, which is at first of a 
maniacal type and temporary, but may become 
permanent and end in dementia. 

The symptoms may certainly be reinduced on 
resumption of the drug. 

I think that the mania differs from the 
ordinary non-toxic type— 

{a) in the absence of fixed delusions ; 

(6) the occasional presence 
symptome. 

(c) or of automatic cerebrospinal action ; 

(d) in the great frequency or early appearance 
of mental and moral degradation. 

The mania due to hemp resembles, I think, 
that of general paralysis of the insane— 


of cataleptic 


(2) in the absence of fixed delusions ; 
(4) the exaltation of ideas. 
But differs from it to the best of my belief— 


(a) in the occasional occurrence of cataleptic 
symptoms ; 
(b) in the occurrence of automatic cerebrospinal 
action ; 
(c) in the absence of paralysis or epilepsy. 
That the insanity is not due to alcohol is, I 
think, proved— 

(a) by the extreme rarity of delirium tremens 
among the insanes of this country or the 
general population, or of tremors or 
other symptoms of chronie alcoholism ; 

(J) the infrequency among the insanes of 
visceral lesions attributable to alcohol ; 


(c) the rarity of a history among them of alco- 
holie intoxication ; 

(7) the frequency of rapid recovery in confine- 
ment witbout ill-effects from deprivation 
of all intoxicants ; 


(c) the absence of craving for alcohol ; 


(f) by the character of the mania which dis- 
plays either greater aggressiveness or 
greater moral and mental degradation. It 
is never of a good-humoured form, 

The theory that the insanity of India is 
mainly due to hemp drugs is supported by— 

(a) the known prevalence of their use ; 

(2) the statements of patients themselves ; 

(c) or of their relatives or friends ; 

(d) the abseuce of other adequate causes ; 

(e) the correspondence between some of the 
symptoms and the known effects of acute 
intoxication by the drug. 

The emaciation and debility, chronic bronch- 
itis and pulmonary emphysema are commonly 
observed in persons known to have used the drugs 
habitually. I state this from frequent clinical 
observation. 

As instances of automatic action under the 
influence of hemp drugs, I mention the following, 
which 1 believe were cases of hemp intoxication :— 

(2) Some years ago when in Bombay my 

coachman drove me daily to and from 


the hospital by the direct road. On one 
occasion without any reason, he went by 
a cireultous route. He was quite unaware 
of his mistake until it was pointed out to 
him, yet had made no other errors in 
driving. He had avacant, stupid appear- 
ance, but no symptoms of alcoholic intoxi- 
cation, 


(6) Two years ago in Karachi when leaving 
my house one evening in a hired carriage, 
the coachman began driving round the 
compound inacircle. He was quiet, but 
evidently intoxicated, though apparently 
not with alcohol. I suggest this also as 
a case of hemp intoxication. 


(c) Extreme intoxication with a cataleptic 
condition, 


Sobha Choitra, mendicant, aged 24; certificate 
of lunacy, dated 3rd June 1892. When 
admitted into hospital on the 23rd May 
1892, appeared quite insensible, and when 
his arm was raised, kept it rigidly fixed 
in that position, He struggled and resist- 
ed on the use of the stomach pump and 
attempts to give emetics. 


Moderate intoxication. I have observed 
two ‘ Pardesi’? gardeners in my employment 
when they were clearly in a state of intoxication 
which wasnot alcoholic and, in my opinion, was 
due to hemp drugs. The most notable signs were : 
noisy excitement, loquacity, volubility and boast- 
fulness, with elated appearance and insolent 
manner ; great accession of exaggerated and mis- 
directed energy in work, absence of the signs of 
alcoholic intoxication, such as inco-ordination of 
gait and speech and spirituous odour. 


I attach a statement showing the causes 
assigned for the insanity in the oases of 88 luna- 
tics sent to the Hyderabad or Colaba Lunatic Asy- 
lums from the Civil Hospital, Karachi, during the 
past ten years, 


In only 17 of these was the mental alienation 
formally ascribed to the use of hemp drugs. 


In only 5 out of these 17 cases, did the 
patient or his relatives acknowledge to indulgence 
iu the drugs, In cne other (Sobha Choitra above 
mentioned) there was what 1 consider good symp- 
tomatic evidence of hemp intoxication, 


In four of the five instances above named, it 
was stated that the patient also used opium or 
alcohol, or both, 


It is, I think, significant that in only 8 of 
these 83 cases was the insanity attributed to aleohol 
alone, and in only 8 others to alcohol, opium 
and hemp combined, 


Tconsider it fair to assume that a considerable 
pumber of the 39 cases under the head “ cause 
unknown ” were due to hemp drugs. But in all 
cases good proof of the indulgence is very difficult 
to obtain; and the cause can often only be 
guessed at from the known habits of the classes 
chiefly affected, the absence of other causes and 
the general history and symptoms of the mental 
malady. 


47 to 50. I do not know. 

56 and 57. I do not know. 

In conclusion, I think that it is generally ac. 
knowledged that Indian hemp is a very baneful 


drug’; but that there is a want of exact informa- 


tion regarding the extent and methods of its use 
and as to its effects. 


267 


Appendix to Dr. Bainbridge’s evidence. 


PARTICULARS OF LUNATICS CERTIFIED AND SENT TO A LUNATIC ASYLUM FROM THE 
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16. Evidence of BrigabE-SuRGuON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL J. F. Keitu, Superintend- 
ent, Lunatic Asylum, Hyderabad, Sind. 


1. I have been a resident in Siad for over four- 
teen years, aud Superintendent of the Lunatic 
Asylum for over five years. 


2. Yes, They are known in this province as 
bhang, ganja and charas. 


19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
- ing as far as I can make out in Sind, 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking in Sind 
as far as 1 know. 


28. Habitual moderate consumers: minimum— 


Bhang—} tola=4{ anna. 
Ganja— } tola=$ ,, 
Charas—} tola={$ ,, 


Habitual moderate consumers : maximum— 
Bhang—1l tola=4 anna, 
Ganja— } tola=1_,, 
Charas—} tola=14 ,, 
Habitual eacesstve consumers : mintmum— 
Bhang—2 tolas=1 anna, 
Ganja— | tola=2 annas. 
Charas—} tola=3,, 
Habitual excessive consumers : maximym— 
Bhang—5 tolas=24 annas, 
Ganja— 2 tolas=4 
Charas—1 tola=6 e 
29. Bhang, more especially amongst the poor, 
is ordinarily drunk without any admixture. None 
of the drugs mentioned (vzz., dhatura, ete,) are 
ever, to my knowledge, mixed with bhang, ganja 
and charas except tobacco, which is always mixed 
with ganja and charas: that is to say, that in the 
preparation of ganja and charas for the chilium, 
tobacco is invariably mixed with them. The ob- 
ject of the tobacco being in both cases to keep it 
going for some time, to prevent its rapid consump- 
tion, and retard or slow down the narcotic effects. 


Pd 
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If alarge volume of smoke composed solely of 
ganja or charas is inhaled, the intoxicating effects 
are almost instantaneous ; whereas, when mixed 
with tobacco, the narcotic effects are not so rapid 
and violent. 


Bhang massala as sold in the bazaar consists of 
the following ingredients :—Aniseeds, rose buds, 
kasni, almonds, cardamoms, black pepper, poppy 
seeds and sugar, When privately prepared, milk 
is, as a rule, added. 


80. Reliable statistics cannot be obtained of the 
extent of consumption of any of these drugs either 
in solitude or company. But, speaking generally, 
it is much more or principally practised in com- 
pany ; and this for two special reasons: (1) it is 
more economic in company than in solitude; for 
instance, the waste in the preparation of bhang 
would be almost as much for one as fora dozen. 
This also bolds good with ganja and charas ; 
for in smoking the chil/um a person can take 
only one or two long inhalations at a time; 
when he is recovering his breath, the childum 
circulates amongst the others instead of burning 
away in the meantime. (2) It is much more 
agreeable in company. I have watebed them 
sitting round a fire when the bhang, ganja and 
charas, ete., were in process of preparation, the 
hooka circulating, all kinds of stories being told, 
songs supg and the sircarand respectable people 
generally abused in anticipation of the general 
debauch. This is confirmed generally by the 
following translation usually sung on these 
occasions :— 

Chillum is the loved of God, 

Every one must honour it, 

It goes round in company 

As Krishna amongst the milkmaids. 
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It is confined generally to the male sex. Very 
few respectable persons indulge in ganja and 
charas, or the excessive use of bbang; and I think 
it is not far from the truth to state that few or no 
respectable Sindhis, women or children, indulge 
in any of these drugs. The period the moderate 
use of bhang is commenced is amongst men 
after 40. 


31, Nobody forms these habits alone. They 
are begun in imitation of the habits of companions 
and are formed with ascending degrees of diffi- 
culty, 


The habit of drinking bbang is easily formed, 
as itis not disagreeable, but one must inure one- 
self to the habit of ganja, and especially to charas, 
as their fumes are strong and disagreeable, and at 
first it is almost impossible for the novice to im- 
hale their fumes into the lungs, especially charas ; 
at first on entering the larynx it produces a 
violent fit of coughing, and even amongst mawa- 
dis a full inbalation will sometimes end in a 
paroxysm of coughing, A man with powerful 
lungs will learn the habit sooner, therefore, than 
one with originally delicate lungs; or than those 
whose lungs are irritable or are debilitated by 
disease, I knowa mawak who cannot on this 
account inhale ganja or charas, Asa rule, for a 
healthy man it takes forty days of persistent effort 
to acquire the habit. 


It is the society thatis dificult to break off, 
Divorce a man from the society and occupy his 
time with different motives and objects, and the 
habit of meeting his companions and the mere 
craving for the stimulant soon passes away. ‘The 
practice of these habits is formed and continued 
in company, where the spirit of rivalry as to who 
will stand the most of these drugs is always 
present more or less amongst differently constitut- 
ed individuals. 


There is no general tendency of the moderate 
towards the excessive use; for all Sindhis use 
bhang in moderate quantities ; but the proportion 
of mawalzs to the population would, I should 
think, be a very small one, 


32. Not that I know of, There is a holiday 
called Shivaratri in honour of the marriage of the 
god Shiva on which tbe Pardeshi and Sindhi Hindu 
fakirs who are his followers use these drugs in 
excessive quantities. But the Hindu population 
in Sindh do not indulge to excess on this day. 
They prepare a ling of Shiva; if they have not 
got one of stone, they make one of clay to which 
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answers already given. Bhang is used moderately 
to stimulate the appetite and as a cooling 
drink, In a general debauch bhang forms, so to 
speak, the first course, and is drunk to the degree 
of excitement, Ganja forming the second course, 
advances this degree to a state of intoxication. 
Charas forms the “last straw,’’? making them 
either temporarily insensible or raving mad, a 
condition which sometimes, under the continued 
excessive use of these drugs, becomes permanent, 
especially in cases where the nervous system is 
originally week or predisposed from hereditary 
weakness to insanity. 


40, Bhang alone is prescribed in Sind, as a rule, 
tomen over 40, asa stimulant to the appetite, 
refreshing drink and gently soporific. The ‘ Vet.” 
here uses the extract with carbonate of ammonia 
and belladonna for cough amongst horses. There 
was a prisoner admitted into the jail with profuse 
salivation ; the usual remedies had no effect on him. 
He asked me to give him a little bhang; I 
did so and it acted like a charm, curing his 
salivation almost at once, which cure remains 
permanent, 


41. (2) Only bhang is believed to be disgestive 
and refreshing in its moderate use. 


(2) Never. 
(c) and (d) No. 


42, Here it will be well to define what is meant 
by the moderate use of these drugs. It means in 
all cases in Sind short of intoxication. It is 
difficult with ganja and charas to stop here (short 
of intoxication), as a full inhalation is quite enough 
to cause temporary giddiness in the strongest. No 
respectable Sindbi would ever entertain the idea 
of indulging moderately in ganja and charas. The 
idea prevalent in Sind is that the use of ganja and 
charas ‘‘ consumes the body ; ”’ it is called “ but jo 
khat ”? (the body’s house-breaker). 


44, It has been already pointed out that the 
consumption of bhang is habitually used in modera- 
tion not approaching to intoxication amongst all 
classes, It is said to be refreshing and as an 
appetiser ; it caunot, therefore, allay hunger. As 
an appetiser (which it is generally believed to be) 
it might cause a little more food to be taken than 
necessary, which would tend theoretically to cause 
drowsiness and would, therefore, be considered as 
a soporific, The secondary effects on digestion 
might last therefore a considerable time. There 
is no physiological data concerning the length of 
time bhang remains in the system. The popular 





and wash it with bhang, re- 


peating the following prayer: “Oh God, accept | 


this bhang from thy faithful followers,”? and then 
they drink of the bhang. Those who are smokers 
of ganja and charas (v2z,, mawalis) indulge always 
to intoxication on this day. 


36. No. But many respectable Hindu Sindhis 
take a glass of brandy or whisky or country liquor 
before supper, from the idea that it excites their 
appetite, and in imitation of the ruling race, as 
they imitate the cut of their clothes, etc, 


37. The difference is purely of degree and not 
of kind; bhang is the weakest and charas the 
strongest. Charas produces immediate intoxica- 
tion and goes off sooner; bhang, on the other hand, 
produces intoxication, but is much slower in its 


action ; ganja may be said to be midway between 
the two. 


39, The answer to this question is implied in the 
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belief is two or_three 2 
more the indulgence of the habit of having 
something at a given time of the day to break 
the monotony of idleness. Ganja and charas pro- 
duce very rapid intoxication; but, as bas been 
pointed out, none but mawalis indulge in ganja 
and charas ; and they always indulge with a view 
to intoxication. If the old man does not get his 
bhang at the usual time, he feels the longing 
for it produced by habit, and is uneasy and per- 
haps fretful if he is disappointed, as he believes 
bis night will be spoiled, fretfulness being a 
means itself of rousing him up, and not the want 
of the bhang, 


45. It bas been several times pointed out that 
in Sind the moderate use of bhang, as far as 
effecting the integration or disintegration of the 
animal tissues is concerned, does neither good nor 
harm. It is mezely asort of pastime for the idle. 
Ganja and charas are always used by mawalis 
with a view to intoxication, which always does 
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harm physically, mentally and morally. A maw- 
ali is 4 man no one relies on. If he does, he 
will certainly repent his folly. 


To the other questions under this head a gene- 
ral negative reply may be given. 


Mental anxiety or brain disease (the latter 
being a rather vague term) is never treated in 
Sind by resort to bhang, ganja and charas; it is 
usually liquor, either Native or Kuropean, which 
is resorted to as the Hindustani aud Persian 
quotations show :— 


Shirab shouk pinese hama dookh dard jati 


hain. 
Labalab bekun dam bedam nosh kun, 
Ghumai bardo alim framosh kun. 


46. Phystcal aspects.—A mawali is never, as 
a rule,a stout well-to-do-looking individual; on 
the coutrary, he is a person of a Jean, skinny, 
wrinkled, mangy, nervous appearance. In Sind 
when respectable men meet, they embrace and ask 
one another are you getting stout, fat, strong, 

aitiry; ? emawattis—justt 
opposite of all these qualities ; although his lin- 
gual expressions are the same, to him they can 
have no meaning. This wrinkled or dried-up 
state of the constitution shows that nutrition js 
profoundly changed. ‘This arises from tbe ex- 
cessive metabolism of the nervous elements from 
constant stimulation. ‘l'o a healthy man engaged 
in the struggle of existence the daily disturbances 
to his nervous system arising from his environ- 
ment are usually sufficient to keep up the equili- 
brium between assimilation and dis-assimilation ; 
but the constitution of the mawali has, in addi- 
tion, to sustain the excessive waste that goes on 
from over-stimulation of his nervous syste by 
hemp drugs, A gradual deterioration, therefore, 
of his nervous system takes place, not only from 
excessive stimulation, but from want of sleep ; 
for he rarely sleeps unless during the influence of 
intoxication, which lasts from two to three hours. 
The primary effect on the nervous system would 
be accompanied by a cerresponding deterioration 
of the muscular system associated by an impair- 
ment of the assimilative power of the cellular 
elements of the nervous and muscular tissues, 
and also of the glandular elements. The general 
normal expenditure being thus reduced, appetite 
would be impaired, and dyseutery or any other 
disease might arise from exhaustion. Bronchitis 
and asthma might arise from the irritation to which 
the bronchial tubes are continually exposed from 
the inhalation of the drug. Laziness would be 
the consequence, therefore, of the general dyscra- 
sia just described. 


From what bas been above mentioned, and 
from the fact that mental and moral phenomena 
are now believed by recent authorities on the 
subject to be subjective states, produced by the 
action of external incident forces upon the 
cerebrospinal nervous system, the inner or sub- 
jective sides of objective phenomena corresponding 
to co-existences, and sequences in space and time ; 
then, a priori, deterioration of the nervous system 
would necessarily produce alterations in the de- 
grees of intensity in the manifestations of mental 
and moral phenomena generally, cougruous with 
that mentioned above as manifested by the pbysi- 
ological deterioration of general nutrition char- 
acteristic of the mawali, whose morals are, as a 
rule, as mangy as his appearance. It may be said 
to impair, while it also excites, the intellect ac- 
cording to the degree of administration and stage 
of the periodic action of the drug; but the general 











result is, not so much a weakening of the ac- 
uteness of the intellect, as a general immor- 
ality and debauchery ; and it is astonishing how 
long these people will go on living on the borders 
of crime, and contrive to keep clear of the Magis- 
trate and the police. But the general result is, 
generally speaking, the Jail or the Lunatic Asy- 
lum, or early cremation, or an early grave. 


In cases before the Commission, it has formed, 
asa rule, the exciting cause. In the history of 
the admissions into the asylum for the year 1892, 
it will be seen that the excessive indulgence in 
the use of hemp drugs formed the exciting causes, 
for no hereditary insanity could be traced in any 
of the cases which Mr. Thattumal and I ex- 
amined. 


The type may be generally classified as mania, 
and as sraliotaed by an exaltation or liveliness 
of manner, and a restlessness as would be seen in 
one in a state of semi-intoxication, accompanied 
by incoherence, want of the power of co-ordination 
of the relations of the ideas of space or time, or 
of the relatious of the various memories developed 





isual, tactual and acoustic sensations ; 
impairment or the complete loss of the sense of 
shame (a good indicator of the moral state) 
manifested by walking about naked; defccating 
and micturating whenever and wherever nature 
prompts them; and talking to some imaginary 
individual or muttering to themselves, and having 
a quiet laugh or chuckle when alone. This is a 
summary of the general features of the type of 
the cases admitted in 1892, and from observing 
mawalis going through the various stages of in- 
toxication till unconsciousness and sleep supervene, 
I could not, somehow, help thinking that ia cases 
produced by the excessive use of hemp drugs, the 
type of insanity and its modifications simulated or 
were to a certain extent identical with the latter 
stages of intoxication in the mawalt, The clus- 
ter of symptoms accompanying the various stages 
of intoxication are not ,to be traced as co-exis- 
ting permanently in the same individual, although 
they may appear during the time insanity lasts, 
but in a number of lunatics, 

A short avalysis of the cases before the Com- 
mission will show the grounds on which this 
parallelism has been traced. As a preamble, it 
may be remarked that the co-ordinaticn of the 
ideational centres—visual, tactual, acoustic—and 
the intelligent expression of ideas in articulate 
language form the highest effort which a human 
being is capable of. During the period of intoxi- 
cation,“ when the ganja is circulating amongst a 
circle of mawalis, one would think that all their 


wits were leaving them, crowded outas it were by 


over-stimulation ; and it is astonishing how infec- 


| tious this hilarity and outflow of wit and nonsense 


become to the calm observer. But as intoxication 
proceeds, or when the equilibrium between waste 
and repair is suspended by the slow poisoning of 
the blood circulating round the grey matter of the 


| eonvolutions of the brain; when semiptosis and 


partial congestion of the conjunctiva take place, 
co-ordination of the ideas begins to fail with 
articulate language. The mouth seems drier, more 
effort is required to keep up the excitement; the 
voice becomes huskier; more lung pressure is 
necessary ; the period of co-ordination’ is past; a 
sort of amnesia supervenes; language becomes 
automatic ribaldry and slang. When the cbaras 
begins to circulate, they do not any longer all speak 
together, some are silent and have had enough, 
and more than they are able to carry ; others con- 
tinue till ultimately silence and sleep supervaene ; 
their state is temporarily similar to an animal 
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with its hemispheres removed. Sarandas Anandas | 
may be taken as an example of the exalted inco- 
herent period. When he was last admitted into | 
the asylum, he went on during his examination in | 
the most extraordinary way, until the veins of his | 
neck were swollen, his face blue, and his mouth 
dry from the pressure on his lungs, uttering a | 
perfect Babel of automatic phrases in the shape | 
of prayers, denunciations, and threats; frowning, | 
laughing, crying, and going through all the varied | 
i i 1d intonations almost in the same | 


inco-ordination of ideas. Now he is quite sane, 


Soba, No. 5, may be taken as an example of the 
other extreme of the period of aphasia, or perhaps 
a better diagnosis would be amnesia. 


breath in a perfect whirlwind of incoherence and | 


was admitted into the asylum, he could not speak 
x word of any known language. On the Ist 


that he could now speak Hindustani. But he | 
had no ideas of space or time, With difficulty he 
said he came from Madanpur, and he knew how to 
prepare ganja and smoke it; but beyond a few 
automatic answers to every-day questions, his mind 
is a complete blank. Perfect destruction of braiu 
tissue could not have more effectually removed all 
traces of the education, ideas and language con- 
structed by a life-time of human intercourse. He 
may be said to be in the permanent position of the 
mawali who has figuratively fallen “beside his 
chair.” It need scarcely be mentioned that 
between these two extremes there is every grada- 
tion depending upon the age, the physical, mental 
and moral cbaracteristics of the individual, and 
the length of time and extent of indulgence in the | 
babit. 

This parallelism kept for some time possession 
of my mind until Makka, wife of Fazul, a young 
woman about 18, was admitted on the 12th June 
1893. The police took ber bushand away from 
her, charged him with theft, and he was impri- 
soned for 12 months. This so preyed upon ber 
mind that she lost her reason ; and she was sent to 
the lunatic asylum. On her admission she 
bebaved exactly like those suffering from insanity 
from the excessive use of hemp drugs. No abso- 
lute diagnostic feature could be shown from the 
most careful examination of her symptoms as indi- 
cating a difference between the two types of 
insanity but the history of the cause. But it may 


also assume the morose melancholic type as in 
Metho, No. 6, 


The indulgence in hemp drugs may be said 
to be both temporary or permanent. Jehangir 
alias Parashram may be cited as an example of 
the permanent effect of the drug on the brain. 
Mattadin, No. 8, and Bux Ali, No, 10, may be 
shown as having suffered from its temporary ef- 
fects. The symptoms may be re-induced after 
liberation from restraint, as in the case of Metho, 
No. 6, or Sarandas Anandas, who has been four 
times in the asylum suffering from the effects of 
hemp drugs, 


t 

j 

| 

October 1893, on his examination, it was found | 
| 


There are no typical symptoms. Although 
I havetried to drawa parellel between intoxica- 
tion inthe sane and insanity produced by hemp 
drugs, Ido not think there is a great difference 
between intgsication produced by the latter and 
wine or spirituous liquors drunk to excess. More- 
over, anything which would injuriously affect the 
grey matter of the convclutious of the brain in 
a similar way (such as grief, loss of honour or pro- 
perty, or fear; or ureemia, sapticeemia, ete.) 
would, @ priori, produce like results. 


Insanes who have no recorded ganja history | 


both excites and prolongs the act. 


; pular idea. 


confess to the use of the drug if they know what 
they are talking about. 


Persons deficient in self-control"through weak- 
ened intellect, no matter from what cause, espe- 
cially if they have no friends to keep them 
straight, as a rule, gravitate towards the company 
of the idle and vicious, viz., the mawalis. 


47, No. 


48, The idle andthe vicious gravitate towards 
the society of mazalis, and they are the dregs 
of society, the lowest classes in physical, mental, 
and consequently in moral development; the 


| idea, therefore, that these people would have high- 


| ly developed offsprivg is incongruous. They pro- 
When he | 


pagate, on the contrary, recruits for our jails and 
lunatic assylums—institutions which the evolution 
of altruistic ideas has now rendered indispensable. 


49. Yes; I do not think that many Sindhis 
(not mawalz) use this drug to the degree of in- 
toxication with this view. Iam constantly being 


_ asked by Sindbis for strengthening medicine ; and 


I have known Sindhis come long distances with 
the view of obtaining mediciue to rejuvenate their 
sexual energics. The inference is that if bhang, 
ganja and charas were used moderately for this 
purpose, there is no general belief in its efficacy. 
I have answered the latter question in discussing 
question No. 46, Thereis no reliable data ; there 
is only the popular idea, and that is, that it makes 
one impotent. 


50. Bhang is nsed by men as it is supposed to 


_have an aphrodisiac tendency, believing that it 


Ganja and 
charas, on the other hand, is believed to excite, 
but to shorten the act. But this is only the po- 
There is to my knowledge no scienti- 
tic data on this subject. 


56. They decrease the intensity of the drug, 
prolong the duration, and render mellow its effect 
both in moderation and in excess. Dhatura, ete., 
are never mixed with hemp drugs in this province 
to any extent. But sight must not be lost of the 
fact that tobacco is all along smoked during the 
preparation of the bbang; and that it is mixed 
with both the ganja and charas, which are never, 
as a rule, smoked without it. 


57. Ganja and charas are neither eaten nor 
drunk as far as I know, 


In conclusion, it is a fact that more bhang is 
consumed in Shikarpur, Sukkur, ete., than in 
Hyderabad, and in the latter more than in Kara- 
chi; or, generally speaking, more in Upper than 
in Lower Sind, which is a tacit declaration of the 
fact that Upper being hotter than Lower Sind, 
it is more largely used as a refreshing drink. 
The name of the drink of which bhang is the 
principal ingredient is called thadul, from thad 
(cold). (See Abkari Report for Bombay Presi- 
dency.) 


Revised answer to Question 46 submitted 
by Dr. Keita. 


46. Does the habitual excessive use of any of 
these drugs produce any noxious effects— physi- 
cal, mental or moral ? 


Always produces soxious effects—physical, 
mental and moral, as reference to hemp drugs 
cases admitted in 1892 will show. 


Does it impair the constitution in any way ? 
Yes. 
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Does it injure the digestion or cause loss of 


sippetite ? tinguish their habits from those of respectable 


people who use the drugs. Tobacco forms a run- 







Yes. ning accompaniment through the whole debauch. 
Dasa ititansd dysantory, sbrouchiti or aethma ? Some take a small pill of opium before drinking 
ex ay the bhang, I have seen my own yhoruwala go 








in this asylum do not seem to suffer more than 


the others from these affections. fis in Hyderabad. I caunot say how many. 
Does it impair the moral sense or induce lazi- | They are mostly mendicants. The mawalis are a 
ness or habits of immorality or debauchery ? well-marked class by themselves recruited from 
Yes. all castes and religions. They are both Hindu 
Does it deaden the intellect or produce insanity ? a aan y eT aneee eine ducers oo oe 
amalgamate. They have fakirs among them 

Yes. and bairagis and sadhus, and the bad characters 
In cases known to you when it has produced | make up the complement. Men out of work are 
insanity, has it appeared to you to be merely the sometimes mawalis. African Seedees are to be 
exciting as distinguisbed from the predisposing found among tbem in considerable number. The 
cause of the insanity ? mawalis are known allover Sind. They are not 
The exciting cause. confined to Hyderabad, The name is aterm of 
SB ep erpatiGoll hawicee’ then’ of Whahte reproach. A man who works hard fora week, 
rr? | Adega mad pe of what type, and | and then spends his wages in such debauchery as 
is it temporary or permanent I have described, may be called a mawali, I 
The types are mania or melancholia, and they | might describe the mawalis as utterly abandoned 
may be both temporary and permanent. blackguards, I have seen parties of them as larye 
If temporary, may the symptoms be reinduced | ®S °8¢ dozen sitting together. My ghorawalu 
by the use of the drug after liberation from | 'S a Shekh, i. ¢., a Hindu converted to Muhamma- 
restraint ? danism, and his immediate friends are of th» same 
class. ‘lhe mawalis have a shabby, ill-conditioned 


oS 
seen it at the ¢étanas, There are very few mawa- 


Yes. ; look, At the meetings they would sit ina circle 
Are there any typical symptoms ? round a fire if it were cold weather. The chillum 
Not to toxical insanity. passes round, and they talk , chatter and laugh, 


and are amusing. Aftera while they become 
intoxicated, their conversation becomes irrelevant, 
and they all talk together, Some drop off to sleep 

Yes. and some stagger away. Co-ordination of the 

In such cases of the alleged connection between | lower extremities is partially lost, The symptoms 
insanity and the use of hemp as are known to | are hardly distinguishable from those of alco- 
you, are you of opinion that the use of the drug | hol. ‘There is in the earlier stages a similar 
by persons suffering from mental anxiety or brain | exaltation to that caused by alcohol. ‘The state 
disease to obtain relief’ has been sufficiently con- | of excitement caused by alcoho] is not distin- 
sidered in explaining that connection? And do | guishable from the same state caused by bhang. 
you think there is any evidence to indicate that | The remarks found in the asylum case book, 
insanity may often tend to indulgeuce in the use | that people were under the influence of a nar- 
of hemp drugs by a person who is deficient in | cotic, refer to the drowsy, sleepy, wandering 
self-control through weakened intellect ? i stage of intoxication, a state of ineco-ordination 

Answered under 45. | of the physical functions. That is what the symp- 
toms most resemble, and it is the best way I cau 
Yes. | deseribe them. 
| 


Do insanes who have no recorded ganja history 
confess to the use of the drug. 


Give an account under each of these points of | 
any cases with which you are acquainted. 

A full account of each case admitted in 1892 
has been supplied. 


Question 45.—The insanes are brought to 
the hospital by their relations like other pa- 
| tients. I, as Civil Surgeon, have to collect all 
information necessary for the admission of the 
: lunatic to the asylum, and I not only fill up 
Oral evidence. the certificate, but the whole ofthe form printed 
on the back of the certificate. 1 getthe inform- 
ation from the relations and friends. Some 
insanes are brought by the police without any 
velations. In that case the information is got 
from the police. When the police pick up an 
insane in the bazar, they cannot know any- 
thing about him, unless they can discover his 
relations in the neighbourhood. Sometimes bai- 
ragis and people of that class are brought up 
without any information having been gathered 
about them. In all other cases the relations come 
to the hospital voluntarily with the imsane or are 
brought by the police. I think that in the major- 
ity of cases { get no information as to cause of 
insanity. ‘lhe mendicants form the great majority 
of cases, and it is difficult to get any information 
about them, The insanes in the asylum may be 
ranged under two classes, the majority about 
whom no information can be got, and the minority 
about whom I have made enquiry from their 
friends. In the case of any insane man about 
whom there is no history, it is impossible to state 





Question 1.—I have been in the service for twenty- | 
five years. I have passed fourteen years in Sind, 
and fifteen and a half years in civil employ. I bave 
been five years in charge of the Lunatic Asylum, 
Hyderabad. I have had no special experience in 
insanity besides that, except that I was an official 
visitor for five or six years of a lunatic asylum 
which formerly existed at Larkana. I have been 
Superintendent of the Jail at Hyderabad and 
Shikarpur for a total period of eleven years. 

Question 89.—A debauch is begun by drinking 
bhang, and then ganja and claras follow in 
succession. This is the course of an ordinary 
debauch among the mawalis, a name applied to 
habitual drunkards. I have known this to take 
place in Hyderabad, but have no knowledge of it 
elsewhere, Ganja as distinguished from bhang 
and charas isin use in Hyderabad. Some take 
ganja, who cannot stand charas. The debauch 
described above is practised by the mawalis. In 
my written answers I have been careful to dis- 
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the cause of insanity. In the majority of cases 
therefore the cause is entered as unknown. The 
only ground, as far as | can remember, on which 
I would enter cause would be the information of 
friends or the statement of the insane after he had 
recovered his wits. If no other cause of insanity 
was given, and the friends told me that the 
patient consumed hemp, or he himself admitted 
the habit, I should certainly enter hemp as the 
cause. I think it is only the excessive use and 
not the moderate useof hemp which may, and 
often does, cause insanity ; and I have not, as 
Superintendent of the Asylum, hitherto distin- 
guished between the moderate and excessive use 
in these enquiries, because that information has 
not been called for, and because for my purposes 
as Civil Surgeon I should accent the statement 


that the hemp was used as implying the excessive 
habit. 


In regard to case No. 7 of the asylum cases of 
1892, after having read question and answer 
No. 4 of the statement of Jatanand, the luuatic’s 
father, I should still hold to the view that bhang 
was the cause of insanity, because I should not 
believe that the use was moderate, ze., to say, 
having this evidence only and no other history of 


cause, I should be inclined to consider bhaug the 
cause, 


In regard to case No. 6 of the asylum cases of 
1892, I see that the evidence collected at the 
recent enquiry is clearly to the effect that the in- 
sane did not use the drugs; but in view of the 
fact that in the asylum the insane showed himself 


quite familiar with the mode of preparation of the 
drug, and actually smoked it in my presence, I 
reject the evidence and accept the insane’s state- 
ment, though he is still a lunatic and clearly in-’ 
correct in his arithmetic in regard to the quanti- 
ties of the drug he used to consume, and attri- 
bute the case to hemp drugs, 

Hemp-drug insanity is Hingspess from the 
cause, ‘there is notypeof such insanity. The 
hemp drug may be the predisposing or exciting 
cause ofinsavity. I should not be disposed to say 
generally whether the predisposing or the excit- 
ing cause was the more important. Heredity is 
the most important predisposing cause, If I bad 
the history of heredity and the evidence of the 
hemp-drug habit, I should record it; and it 
would appear in my returns asa hemp-drug case. 
Heredity is the predisposing, and hemp drugs the 
exciting, cause m such a case, but hemp drugs 
only would appear in my returns. If I had a 
history of the hemp-drug habit and grief, I should 
record it as a case of toxic insanity. 

In case No. 11 of the asylum cases of 1892, 
regarding which a further enquiry was made, ac- 
cepting as true the statement of Ailmal, as record- 
ed by me, I should tind it difficult to say which of 
the two causes, hemp drugs and grief, was to be 
regarded as the more potent. I should consider 
hemp drugs as the predisposing, and grief as the 
exciting, cuuse. I should record the case as one 
of toxic insanity, 

When the hemp-drag habit is admitted, I see 
no reason to seek for any other cause, 





17. Evidence of Surapon-Masor W. A. CornkgEnry, Civil Surgeon, Sukkur, 


1. Since receipt of this report, I have been con- 
versing with and interviewing some of the natives 


who are addicted to the use of these drugs, and my | 


evidence is based on what I could gather from them, 


2. The definitions of the three plants correspond 
with those enumerated in the margin, r7z., bhang, 
charas, and ganja; but only one variety of ganja 
seems to ke known in this town, 


19, Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
in this district. At times they are mixed with 
tobacco. 


23. Bhang is never smoked by Sindhis, Tra- 
velling fakirs and banias from Hindustan smoke 
it, but very rarely. Travellers also occasionally 
chew it and drink water over it. This is done 
only occasionally, when the usual pot and mash 
stick are not available on a journey. 


28. Charas.—Moderate consumers use about a 
pice worth per diem, whilst excessive consumers 
about an anna’s worth or more. 


Ganja.—Moderate consumers use about a pice 
worth per diem, while excessive consumers about 
an anna’s worth or more. 


| 
{ 
| 


Bhang.—Moderate consumers about one pice | 


worth. Excessive consumers about an anna’s worth 
daily, the more habitual ones consuming at 
times two annas per diem. 


29, The ingredients mixed with bbang some- 
times are— 
Aniseed 
Cinnamon 
Cardamom 
Coriander seed 


and 


for cooling ; 


Sugar in the form 
of pattassa, 


No preparation known us bbang massala sold in 
these parts. 


} for sweetening. 


30. Charas avd ganja are always indulged in 
in company, as a pice worth will sometimes serve 
two or more persons. 


Bhavg is also, as a rule, drunk in company; 
very seldom is it drunk in solitude. Respectable 
women sometimes drink bhang, but not charas or 
ganja. Prostitutes, besides drinking bhang, smoke 
charas. Children do not smoke or drink any of 
these drugs. 

31. If these drugs are indulged in daily, two or 
three weeks are sufficient to form the habit. If 
only occasionally used, the habit becomes grafted 
in one after three or four months, and, the habit 
once formed, is difficult to break off. ‘There is 
said to be a tendency for the moderate to develop 
into the excessive habit in the use of these drugs 
where the consumers can afford to spend the extra 
money. In the case of habitual consumers who 
are poor the same quantity is said to be consumed 
daily, as they cannot afford to increase their daily 
outlay. 

32, Insome Muhammadan marriages bhang is 
served up with sweetened water, especially in the 
summer months. This practice is not essential, 
and the consumption is temperate; neither is this 
custom said to be likely to lead to the formation 
of the habit. Ona few Hindu holidays, sach as 
the Shiv Ghiri (11th of month) and Chatri (begin- 
ning of Hindu year), and on Sundays in Hindu 
temples, bhang is occasionally indulged in, purely 
as a social and not a religious custom, and is in 
no way compulsory. 


36. Alechol is not considered to be now used as 
a substitute for any hemp drug, although it is 
partaken of in winter, as bhang, which is a cooling 
mixture, ls reserved for the summer months. 


37. Charas is admitted to be the most injurious 
form in which hemp is consumed, and is said to 
bring on cough, Asthma will prove injurious to 
the lungs. Ganja, which is very rarely used in 
these parts, is said also to give rise to chest affec- 
tions; but its action is much slower than that of 
charas, These two drugs are, as a rule, used by 
fakirs in Sind more than by any other class, 

Bhang.—This drug indulged in moderately is 
said to do no harm, It is the general drink 
throughout Sind. Unlike alcohol, its first effect is 
cooling, and later on a sensation of warmth is 
experienced. When smoked by fakirs and jogis, 
as it is sometimes, its effect is more injurious than 
when drunk. It is not supposed to produce in- 
sanity. 

40, Bhang is said to be used by hakims for 
piles on account of its cooling properties, for strie- 
ture and ulcers. Not used for cattle disease, 


4), Bhang used in moderation is believed to be 
beneficial as—== 


(1) a digestive ; 

(2) alleviating fatigue, but only whilst its 
effects last, the reaction being great; 
but again it is believed that a person 
not indulging m these drugs is always 
better off than one addicted to their 
use ; 

(3) not used as a febrifuge ; 

(4) as an aphrodisiac, 


42, Yes; harmless to a certain degree, as bhang 
in moderation acts as a digestive and hasa cooling 
effect when partaken in the summer months. 


44, The immediate effect of these drugs on a 
consumer is intoxication and a subsequent feeling 
of languor. They do not allay hunger, and only 
create an appetite in old and excessive consumers. 
The effects of charas and ganja are immediate and 
jast about two hours, while those of bhang are 
experienced after about half or three-quarters of 
an hour, and last about three hours. There are 


no after-effects ; but the want of subsequent grati- 
fication to confirmed drinkers and smokers causes 
depression and a craving for more, which if not 
satisfied creates great uneasiness. 


45, The moderate use of these drugs does not 
produce any immediate noxious effeets; but if 
bhang is indulged in for a considerable period, it 
impairs the constitution and produces emaciation. 
At first it acts as a digestive, but afterwards 
impairs it, gives rise to asthma and _ bronchitis, 
but not dysentery. It induces laziness and habits 
of immorality at first, and wheu continued for any 
long period, it deadens the intellect, but is never 
said to give rise to insanity, Indulgence in charas 
and ganja is said to impair the sexual organs. 


46. This habitual excessive use has the same 
effect, but in a shorter time and to a more marked 
degree. 

47, Neither the habitual moderate nor excessive 
use of any of these drugs is admitted to be here- 
ditary or to affect the issue of consumers; but 
as the use of charas and ganja is said to impair 
the sexual organs, it is reasonable to suppose that 
the issue is to some extent affected. 


49. Prostitutes are said to use all three of 
these drugs in proportion to the extent to which 
they have sunk in depravity. Used by prostitutes 
for inciting pleasurable sensations. Charas is 
the only one of these drugs said to cause impo- 
tence, 

56, Admisture of foreign ingredients with 
bhang is said to weaken its intoxicating powers. 
These ingredients are enumerated in answer 29. 

57, Ganja and charas not eaten or drunk in 
Sind, 

In conclusion, cf the three drugs, bhang is 
said to be the least harmful, unless regularly 
taken in excess. 


Charas—Is the most injurious; but is not, as 
a rule, used by Hindus of these parts, but fakirs. 

Ganja—Is not used to any great extent by 
either Hindus or Mubammadans, 


Majum—Is a sweetmeat compused of sugar and 
bhang, and is sold in these parts, but to a very 
small extent. 





18. Evidence of Assistont Surgeon, EpwARD Mackernziz, Manora, Karachi, 
Stud. 


1. An acquaintance with natives of India who 
were in the habit of using hemp drugs, extend- 
ing over a period of twenty-five years, 


2. Yes. Bhane as bhang, Jess commonly as 
sabzi and sahi. Charas as charas, Ganja as 
ganja. 

19. Yes. Also medicinally to a slight extent 


for coughs, asthma, colic, etc., and no doubt forms 
an ingredient, like opium, mixed with spices and 
camphor, of the pills in favour with persons of 
low morals for exciting sexual desires. 


23. No. ; 
28, (a) From quarter to half anna per diem. 
(6) Up to two annas per diem. 


29, Bhavg is sweetened and taken in liquid, 
mixed or unmixed, with spices. Ganja (charas 
less so) is smoked with tobacco. Other admix- 
tures are not used in Sind, No, but hemp is sold 
as a sweetmeat under the name of majum. 


30. To a very considerable extent, both iu soli- 
tude and in company, equally by both sexes in 


yol. vii. 


Sind ; in women the elderly, in men the young 
adults, in the former from acquired habit, in the 
latter for immoral purposes. I do not think the 
female sex partake of it to anything like the 
same extent in other parts of India. Temp is 
not given to children. 


31. (a) and (4) Yes. 


(c) Excepting in the case of debauchees, mode- 
ration is the rule. 


32, Nil. 


36. Alcohol is not substituted for bhang in a 
person habituated to the use of the latter; but the 
former beiug at hand and getting into more gene- 
ral use, is nartaken of more freely than before, 
aud in this way would lessen the use of bhang, 
especially in the case of the rising generation, 
many of whom take alcohol to assimilate in habits 
to the European. 


37. All have -imilar intoxicant effects, varying 
in intensity, ganja being more powerful aud heat. 
2P 
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ing ini frenzy induced by it, which might be classed 
TT te Hap TEARS Ant OE anemny | coe, temporary insanity, but the symptoms passed 


39. As the stronger products of hemp are | off after prolonged sleep induced by medicines. 


smoked, smoking would seem to be the more in- The latter se Piade probable. ' 
jurious form of consumption. Of the effect of My opinion is that the habit of using bemp 


; lg : i ions i it is not bene- 

either towards producing insanity I am not in a | preparations is to be reprobated, as 1 

position to give an opinion. I believe the effect | ficial in any way. On the other hand the first 

of drinking or smoking in a person unaccustomed | use of hemp is often accompanied by deeds of vio- 

to it would be intoxication merging into frenzy. lence and those long addicted to it suffer from im. 
40, aleve ogee: th Sauer [einen of arya ell peor 

prescribing it for tetanus both in man and cattle, eee | pireons Sst pr 

It was also in use, as stated before, as an anti- | P 


spasmodic, also externally as an anodyne. 46. Habitual excessive use may impair the 
41, Ido not think so. Those who are in the moral sense and lead to insanity, 


habit of using them put forward the plea that 47. Not perceptibly. 
they increase the appetite, give staying-power | 49° Mhe offspring of the habitual excessive con- 
under severe exertion or exposure and alleviate | eumer tite kt Beliwealeenitided or 1ateuie: 

fatigue. They do not act beneficially in any way, | © 
| 


not even as a febrifuge or antiperiodic. 49, I believe it is by males. I am not aware 


; ., | that prostitutes use it. Used for sexual purpose, 
42, I consider the use of hemp cannot be said th. nabit would be more injurious. Impotence 

to be harmless. The intoxication produced by it might resol from it: 

in beginners may be of so violent a character as 


to lead the person under its influence to the perpe- 50. As an aphrodisiac the excessive use of 
tration of acts of crime. these drugs would not be resorted to ordinarily. 
44, It is said to be refreshing and does not pro- 56. Not used in the form of an admixture in 


; aie aa i Sind, nor do I think it is a common practice any- 
apenas We : or Eig age wg ee ck where. Dhatura, for the commission of theft, is 
hace are aes tf Recta nae y sometimes mixed with hemp to ensure a victim 


being rendered unconscious, and opium is some- 
45, (a) Not perceptibly, but the tendency is | times taken with it as an aphrodisiac, but I have 
towards an impairment of these faculties, never heard of its being mixed with nux vomica, 


120 a betel-nut or cantharides. Nux vomica may enter 
CORN OTS) DEP Ee EET the bhang drivk of the regular moderate consumer 
(@) No, on account of its tonic properties. 


57. They are not eaten or drunk in Sind nor 
have I any knowledge of their effect when eaten 
or druok. I should suppose the effects would be 
much greater, these preparations being more 
active aud powerful than those of bhang. 


(e) Yes; it does induce to laziness and habits 
of immorality. 

(7) Asa cause of permanent insanity I am 
not prepared to express any opinion as I have not 
seen any cases. I have met with a few cases of 





19. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, G. M. Dixon, Medical Officer and Superin- 
tendent, Nara Jail. 


1, I have been in Sind in charge of this jail for 
upwards of two yen oul sere this period, 
while tbe jail was in the outlying district of Thar “apie ; . mts 
and Paikne and Khadi in Sbah Bunder subdivi- nett detlan, we Bic RES, HGR 
sion, Karachi, I have come in contact with many . high 
enltivators and free labourers who use bhang (one 19. Ganja and charas are, as a rule, used for 
of the products of the Indian hemp plants) in | smoking only. It is said that ganja and charas 
moderate doses, After the receipt of an intima- | are eaten by a sect of religious mendicants called 


Ganja.—All the varieties appear to be sold under 
one name, ganja, 


tion from the Assistant Commissioner in Sind | 4ghorees or Aghorpanthees and Nangas. ide 
selecting me a medical witness to give evidence | 2>S¥® 57. 


before the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, I have 23, Not known, 
tried to obtain information regarding these drugs 28%. The question of deciding as to what is the 


from some of my subordinates and some of the average daily allowance per head is a very difficult 
town population. I have also received some in- | one to decide, because these drugs are consumed, 
formation from some prisoners who have been trans- as @& rule, in company, so that at times it appears 


ferred to this jail from Karachi, Shikarpur, and | to go happen that one individual consumes more 
Hyderabad districts. Such being the case, the i) 


J é : . se, | than another, besides a good deal depends upon 
information applies mainly to the desert districts | modes of living and the temperament of the con- 
of Sind. Besides Sind, I have been in other parts | sumers. For example, a person who is able to 
of the Bombay presidency, viz., some parts of the | provide himself with a good supply of saccharine 
Decean, Conkan, and North Canara, and I have | and fatty food will consume larger quantity than 
therefore added any information I possess regarding | those who are not so favourably placed. From 
these parts of the presidency. the enquiries 1 have made the following tables 
have been framed, showing the approximate daily 
allowance per head. The cost is suid to vary in 
different districts. For instance, in Umurkote, 
Khipro and Sanghar talukas of Thar Parkar dis- 
tricts subzi sells at 2 seers (4Ibs.) per rupee, 


nee 
= 


2. Subzi is the term used by a majority of 
people for the first product. ‘lhe lower orders 
eall it bhang. The high class detest to call it 
bhang, because bhang consumers are called bhangis, 
and a bhangi also means a sweeper. 
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while in Hyderabad bazar at Rs, 1-4 to Rs. I-8 per 





seer (2Ibs.). 


1.—For habitual moderate consumers. 


Names of the Average allowance 


rug. per day, Cost. Remarks, 

Sabzi lto2tolas .}to4anna \Note.—Price 
varies ac- 
cording to 
the — dis- 
tricts. 

Ganja Ztola. 1 to 13 annas 

Charas . #dram . - }tolanna 7 


2.—For habitual excessive consumers, 


inate APE ri hae Cost. Remarks. 
Sabzi 6 tulas - 2 annas . Norr.— Price 
varies in 
Ganja 2 tolas . 3 to 4 annas different 
districts. 
Charas . 13 to 2 drams . 14 to 2 annas 


29. Among the high class Hindus, a prepara- 
tion called ¢hada/ is prepared containing a very 
small quantity of subzi admixed with sugarcandy, 
poppy seeds and some spices. The object appears 
to be to make ita pleasant and palatable drink. 
Bhang massala not known, Ganja and charas 
are always smoked admixed with tobacco, and the 
object appears to be to remove the irritative pro- 
perties uf the drug. 

30. The consumption of these drugs is, as a 
rule, practised in company, ina very few instan- 
ces in solitude. It is mainly confined to male sex, 
and the habit seems to be acquired about the time 
of puberty. It is not usual for children to con- 
sume any of these drugs. It is possible that 
children seeing their fathers taking subzi, ask 
for some, and the fathers just to satisfy their 
curiosity, give them a little. 

31. The habit of consuming subzi is said to be 
easily formed in many cases. The habit is, 
as a rule, very difficult to break off. It does 
happen at times that moderate habit of taking 
subzi develops into the excessive, especially when 
the consumer gets into some family squabble or 
misfortune. 


82, There does not appear to exist any social 
custom regarding the consumption of any of these 
drugs. Dr. Dymock, in his Materia Medica, 
says “that on festive occasions large quantities 
of bhang are consumed by almost all classes of 
Hindus.” So far as 1 am informed, it does not 
appear essential for the Hindus to partake of 
these drugs on religious festive occasions. Per- 
haps some of the Hindu shastras will be able to 
throw some light on this point. 


36. No reason to think so. 


37. The effects in the case of ganja and charas 
ave about the same; in case of charas the intoxi- 
cation 1s brought about sooner than in case of 
ganja. Moderate subzi drinking increases ap- 
petite and produces mild intoxicant effect. 

39. The drinking of subzi is less injurious than 
smoking ganja or charas, because the drug has 
to pass through the stomach and the liver before 
entering the general circulation, so that the 
active principle is possibly modified by the gas- 
tric and biliary secretions. 


In the case of ganja and charas, combined with 
the nicotine of the tobacco admixed, is absorbed by 
the blood during the process of oxygenation of the 
blood in the lungs avd thence conveyed to heart 
and the general circulation. Moderate subzi drink- 
ers are as a rule healtby. 

vol, vii. 


{ 
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40. Subzi is largely used by native tabibs and 
hakims for medicinal purposes as an anodyne 
soporific, astringent and for gonorrhaa and gleet 
andin many uterine affections, Charas smoking 
is prescribed by some to relieve asthma. Ganja 
smoking is given iv tetanus and scorpion bite. 


41. From what I have seen of the working 
classes in Sind and from the information I have 
received, I consider that moderate use of subzi (a) 
increases appetite, (6) gives staying-power under 
exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue, (c) acts 
as a febrifuge in malarious tracts, Almost all 
whom I have asked have testified to the moderate 
use of subzi acting as a digestive and giving them 
staying-power under severe exposure and alleviat- 
ing fatigue. While this jail was in Thar and 
Parkar district in some malarious places, but very 
few of the surrounding free population came to be 
treated for fevers at this jail bospital, and among 
these men the moderate drinking of subzi was 
prevalent. 


In Apri] and May last, when my camp was at 
Khadi, Barogoza Bund, a malarious and out- 
of-the-way place in Sbah Bunder subdivision of 
Karachi district, there were over a thousand free 
labourers working on the Bund, and among them 
there were but a few cases of fever, and no case of 
sunstroke, although they used to work in the sun 


| under a temperature varying from 130° to 140°F., 


the temperature in the shade being about 
110°F, Although I was not in direct medical 
charge of these free labourers, still, in order to pro- 
tect the general health of my prisoners, I used to 
go about amongst the free labourers to find out if 
there was much sickness or epidemic among them, 
and good many of these free labourers used to take 
moderate quantity of subzi in the day time after 
finishing their work. Khadi is a small village 
containing about 60 fishermen, who have their tem- 
porary huts at the place during the fishing season. 
These people used to take subzi in moderate doses 
and all appeared to me to be heathy. Sunstroke 
and fever were almost unknown among them. 


42. The query does not call for any remark, my 
opinion being as stated above. 


44. The immediate effect of moderate dose of 
subzi is refreshing to the consumer, allays hunger, 
creates appetite, produces slight intoxication. 
These effects pass off in about a couple of hours 
without Jeaving avy bad symptoms behind. 


45. From the enquiries I have made and the 
information obtained, I am of opinion that mode- 
rate use of subzi does not produce any noxious 
effects, physical, mental or moral. Small doses of 
subzi are said to sharpen memory and vivify imagin- 
ation. 


No sufficient data to discuss tke question of 
causation of insanity by hemp drugs. So faras I 
have observed, moderate doses of subzi do not lead 
to insanity, 


47. In the sense of the hereditary taint of dis- 
eases, such as scrofula, phtbisis, syphilis, ete., subzi 
habit does not appear to be a hereditary habit, nor in 
any way to affect the children of moderate con- 
sumers. Boys when they approach the age of 
puberty and have to work for themselves or assist 
their fathers in earning livelihood, take small doses 
of subzi; the idea being that the boys think that 
the drink taken by their fathers must be produc- 
tive of some benefit. Girls who do household duties 
do not take subzi. 


49, Subzi for aphrodisiacal purposes is taken in 
form of a sweetmeat called majum, prepared with 
2r2 
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milk, ghee, sugar, reduced copper, silver, gold, and 
musk, nux vomica and opium. ” Not known to be 
so used by prostitutes. 


50. Excessive use of hemp is said to lead to 
dropsy. 


56, The effects of moderate uses of subzi are 
said to be very salubrious to the general consti- 
tution by tke cultivators. Dhatura is said to be 
used for to be admixed with hemp by some thugs 
in some parts of Upper India, 


57. Ganja and cbaras are said to be eaten by 
a sect of religious mendicants called Aghorees or 
Agorpanthees, ‘Ihey are said to live in the 
vicinity of Benares, the holy city of the Hindus, 
and in the Girnar hills in Kathiawar. Some say 
Aghorees eat charas prepared in human fat, 
Ganja and charas are also eaten by a sect called 
Nangas, who live somewhere in Cutch. 








General remarks.--Though bemp is cultivated 
as a cold season aunual in many parts of Western 
India, yet as a drug it is chiefly produced in a 
limited area. In North Canara it is but sparing- 
ly grown. In the Deccan it is also grown to 
asmall extent in rich black soil. I$ is largely 
grown in Sind, It is sown in Juve or July, and 
thrives remarkably when watered and rauured, 
and is ready for cutting in December. In North 
Canara in the Deccan Concan the fibre of this 
hemp is not extracted for economic purposes. 


Dr. Stocks on the subject of Indian Hemp in 
1843 wrote:—‘‘‘The plant grows well in Sind, 
and if it should be found advantageous, politically 
or financially, to grow hemp for its fibre, then 
Sind would be a very proper climate,” 


It is said that in some places hemp plant is 
grown round jowari and bajri cultivations to 
prevent the jowari and bajri plants from being 
attacked by certain insects. It is possible that 
the strong smell of the resin exuding from the 
leaves of the hemp plant may be acting as a ger- 
micide, ‘lhis point requires to he fully enquired 
into. 


One incident occurred during the course of my 
enquiries which has led me to express my opinion 
on the hemp drug question. Happening to come 
across an elderly man, a cultivator, whom I asked 
to give me some informatiou on the subzi plant, 
the answer I received was to the effect :—* Sir, 
why is the Sirkar going to enquire into the subzi 
plant; let the Sirkar first enquire into the whis- 
kies and sodas consumed by sabiblogues,” After 
saying this, the man bidding good-bye to me went 
away. Such a pregnant remark from the lips of 
an illiterate man led me to think seriously about 
the question of comparing the uses and effects of 
subzi versus alcohol, aud I have appended a sepa- 
rate memo. giving my opinion thereon. 


The Indian hemp drugs problem has to be con- 
sidered in their religious, political, financial and 
medical aspects. The first three lie beyond my 
province, and I will consider the question in a 
medical point of view. In such an important 
matter it is the duty of a physician as a practical 
man toargue the pros and cons of the question 
and give a candid opinion on the subject, With 
due deference to the opinion which may be express- 
ed by my medical brethren in various parts of 
India, and with due respect to the opinion which 
may be expressed by able and well-experienced 
medical officers of that distinguished body of the 
Indian and Army Medical Service who have done 
so much to investigate the Materia Medica of 






India, I humbly beg to say that I consider the 
hemp plant to be a very useful one to the labour- 
ing classes in Sind, but the use of it has been 
much abused by some religious mendicants. In my 
opinion what porter is said to be to the working 
classes in England, subzi is to the working classes 
m Sind, To the labouring and cultivating classes 
in Sind who live in villages far away from medical 
aid, it forms a houseliold remedy in fact a mini- 
ature dispensary to their families 


Supposing the hemp plant is an evil, can it he 
suppressed with the stroke of a pen? If so, what 
will be the sufferings of those who already take it 
in moderate doses, and what means wil] the State 
tuke to give them an effective and equally cheap 
substitute for subzi? If subzi is stopped, they 
might take to alcohol (country liquor), which is 
much dearer and worse than subzi, As to the 
effects of aleohol, 1 cannot do better than quote the 


T — 
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We have daily—nay hourly—evidence of the 
ravages which the brandy bottle is making 
upon the flower of our society. Wealth, rank, 
bonour and character, health and talents have all 
perished in the blighting presence of this huge 
monster. Notwithstanding the improved educa- 
tion and resources of our higher classes, it is a 
notorious fact that they cin now save very little, 
and this new feature of our domestic and social 
economy isin a great measure due to the fell drink 
eraving. Families once flourishing bave been re- 
duced to absolute pauperism by the wreck brought 
by it.” 


(Page 85 of papers for young men, Madras 
Religious Book Society, S.P.C.K, Vepery, 1589.) 
This was written some four years ago, and it is 
doubtful whether this state of things has improv. 
ed since then. 


IIas such a graphie picture ever been drawn 
by any Indian or English 
newspaper as regards subzi ? 
What do our own Scriptures 
say regarding wine and strong drink? Solomon 
the wisest, about one thousand years before Christ, 
gave an account of the wine bibber, from which it 
will be seen that with every dose of wine there is 
craving for an increased quantity until the 
individual goes into the state of seeking it yet 
again when he awakes, and this remark stands 
good up to this day. 


Fide Prov. chapter 
XXIII, v. 29 ~ 35. 


The abuse of subzi can be checked by legisla- 
ture fixing the minimum quantity to be possessed 
by an individual as may be decided by a general 
consensus of medical opinion in India, 


As regards ganja and charas I think their 
general use should be discouraged by levying 
higher duties on these articles, and the increase in 
revenue so obtained utilized in establishing dis- 
pensaries in out-of-the-way places in Sind wher- 
ever considered advisable, 


In conelusion, I beg to say that the information 
has been gathered during the few spare hours in 
the midst of my arduous and responsible duties, 
and during this short time I have attempted to 
obtain as much information as I could, but it is 
not so exhaustive as 1 would desire. Besides the 
position of a Jail Superintendent, when appointed 
to get information on suck a subject where public 
and State interests are involved, is a very delicate 
ene, and his making enquiries into such matters 
is looked upon by, some of the public with a certain 
amount of apprehension. 
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Comparative Stutement showing the Effects and Mewicinal Uses of Subzi, one of 


the Indian Hemp D 








Subzi, Alevhul, 





eS ermal seine -waneeme sae 


me Moderate doses act us a 1. Stimulates appetite 
digestive before food. 


2 In small doses habitual-! 2. Moderate doses habit- 
ly taken does not lead to in- ually taken lead to increased 
creased craving desire, | craving for aleohol. 
3. Not known to produce | 


f 


abscess of the liver. t 
4, Used as a diuretic. 


3. In mung cases liver ab- 
scess ¢an be traced to aleohol. 

4, Acts asa diuretic jn large 
doses. 

5, Strictly prohibited in 
gonorrhwa and gleet. 

G. Not so used, 





5. Used for evring gono- 
rhaa and gleet. 





G. Used as an application 
for painful piles. 


i 
7. Used for scorpion bite : 7. Not so used. 
| 


8, Used in various uterine 
affections. stimulant to support strength 
| of the patient. 


rigs, and Alcohol (iu its various forms). 


| 
mh 
i wouderate doses before food. | 
| 


' citement of circulation. 


8. Not so used except as a | 


Sa'szi, Alcohol, 





9. Very little elfect on; 


. 9. In small and moderate 
general tissue change. 


‘doses lessens and in large 
: dosos increases tissue change. 


10. There is but little ex-| 10, Excites cerebral ciren- 
lation then begins to paralyse 
varios parts of the brain in 
the inverse order of their de- 
velopment (Brunton's Phar- 
: macology, page 20). 


11, Used in whooping cough! 11. Not so used. 


| and bronchitis. 


12. Used in diarrhea, dy- ° 


12. Not so used, except as 
sentery and cholera, 


/a stimulant to support the 
system. 
13. Used as antispasmodic | 13. Not so used. 


in various nervous disorders, 
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20, Eeridence of Assistant Snigeon, 1.¥. Bocarno, Lecturer, Jedical School, 
ilyderahad (Siud). 


1, Six years’ private practice among a class of : 
people, a large number of whom are habitual con- | 
sumers of the drug in one or more of its various 
forms. Careful local mywiry. Personal observa- 
tions made, and experience gained, by experiments 
specially conducted. Investigations into the 
history of nearly 150 se/ect cases, comprising both 
Hindus and Muhammadans, young and old, of 


latter beng employed as a medium for smoking 
the drug. Ganja, when smoked in moderation, is 
also mixed with tobaceo, sometimes by itself. 


“Bhang massala,”” commonly and ordinarily 
sold in Sind in all bhang shops, contains the fol- 
lowing ingredients: to 6 tolas of bhang is added 
khaskhas about 1 tola, black pepper + of a tola, 
coriander and kasmi seeds (sometimes) of each 





28, -¥ § ages of 15 years +-tols 
and SQ years (excluding females under 3i)), recent : 


andold, moderate and immoderate consumers, those 
in the habit of using the drug ‘plain,’ or in 
combination with ‘bhang massala,’ and those 
habituated to the use of the bhang alone, or to- 
. gether with charas, or ganja, or opium, or dhatura, 
or with two or more of these drugs at the same 
time. Further, my cases include individuals 
engaged in different kinds of occupations, and of | 
various status in life, the well-to-do as well as the ; 
poor. | 

i 


2, Yes. The products are locally known as : 
bhang, charas and ganja respectively. 
Bhang=dried Jeaves+ capsules. Ganja=flat — 
ganja. Charas=resin (generally adulterated). 

19. Yes, as far as I have been able to ascertam. 
23. No. | 
28, (a) One pint of “ panga,” cost about one | 
pie. | 
(b) One pint of “ ghata bhang” (equal in | 
strength to about 8 pints of “ panga ”’), cost three . 
pies. | 
29. The ingredients are— 
(a) Ordinarily — khaskhas, coriander, black | 
pepper. | 

(t) Exceptionally—fennel seeds, rosebuds, 

melon seeds, kasni. 

(c) Very exceptionally —almond, milk, | 
Of the drugs enumerated in this section none 
enter into the composition of the bhang draught. 
As an admirture, dhatura is sometimes used with 
ganja, seldom with bhang, and is employed with 


the object of strengthening their intoxicating 
effects. Charas is always used with tobacco, the 


| ready made, 


| extent, to flavour the potation. 


; green, 
— to have certain disadvantages, 
i mixture is said to become slightly acrid to the 
| taste and stronger in its effects, especially in its 


| partaking of it. 





In Sind, by far the greater number of cases employ 
bhang in its plaiw state, in the form of a fresh 
mixture obtained by maceration in cold water and 
straining, Ordinarily, the imgredients added are 
khaskhas, black pepper and conander. These are 
bruised in a mortar and reduced to a pulp by the 
aid of water, and then added to the mixture al- 
Biack pepper and coriander are em- 
ployed with the object of destroying the bilious 
tendency which the drug induces, and, to a certain 
Khaskhas serves 
to brighten the colour of the mixture and render it 


| pleasing to the eye, the original dark green colour 


of the fluid being replaced by a pleasant pale 
The poppy seeds, however, are supposed 
By their use, the 


soporific action, It is also believed that they tend 
to increase the quantity of bile in the system, 
Hence, when khaskhas is used, black pepper and 


- coriander are invariably also added. 


The plain potation is preferred by the majority 
irrespective of class, the rich and the poor alike 
In the “ tikhanas, ” or places of 
worship, every evening, and in some every morn- 
ing also, a sufficiently large service is prepared for 
gratuitous distribution not only to regular fre- 
quenters, but also to chance visitors, no matter 


who or what they may be, This p/atu drink, as 


' distributed in the tikhanas, is a very dilute mix- 


ture of the drug, only half a tola in about 10 seers 
of water, and is known as “ panga.”” 


The group of ingredients marked (4) is said to 
confer upon the drink refreshing effects, and is 
generally brought into requisition during the hot 
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season. The fiuid obtained by the maceration of 
these ingredients in cold water is known as 
“thadul,” ie, a refrigerant. The first drug of 
this group of ingredients is employed on account 
of its carminative action, serving to relieve the 
flatulence which bhang not unfrequently produces ; 
the rosebuds and melon seeds act as mild laxa- 
tives, and kasni (seed of the Chicortum intybus), 
being a diuretic and a mild hepatic tonic, is anti- 
bilious in its action and confers upon the drink 
additional refrigerant properties, 

The ingredients mentioned in group (¢) are em- 
ployed only on very special occasions, ¢.g., religious 
festivals, marriage feasts, ete., and then only by 
the well-to-do classes of people. In such instances 
the process of maceration is effected either in pure 
milk, or first in water, and the milk added subse- 
quently. 

Ganja is generally smoked with tobacco, some- 
times by itself. Charas in combination with tobac- 
co always, 

30. Asa rule, in solitude a larger quantity of 
bhang is consumed by each individual than in com- 
pany. I should think, to judge from my cases, 
on an average, about double the quantity. Gener- 
ally “ ghata bhang,” 1.¢., a strong mixture, is used 
in private, while “ panga,”’ z.¢,, a weak and dilute 


addicted to ganja or charas. JI know of no custom 
where ganja or charas alone is concerned. 


36. Hardly any, Those consuming any of these 
drugs are, I find, not satisfied if alcohol be substi- 
tuted for them ; and indulgence in alcohol does not 
destroy the craving for bhang when once the habit 
of taking it has been formed. Preconceived ideas 


| of the beneficial effects of bhang, especially as being 


a “quiet” imtoxicant as compared with “ boister- 
ous * alcohol, militate against the substitution. 

37. Yes, the effects of bhang drinking differ 
materially from those of charas and ganja smoking, 
and the effects of the latter also differ from each 
other in certain particulars. Careful observations 
of many cases have helped me to record the follow- 
ing notes of their effects, and the points which 
distinguish one from the other. The effects of 
ganja and charas might be compared as follows :— 














Ganja. | Charas. 


| Stronger and more rapid. 





Milder and slower in its ac- 
tion. 










Tutoxication commences with 
the very first pull at the 
chillum. 


Intoxication commences 10 
to 145 winutes after smok- 


ing. 


Effects last from half to one 





mixture, is distributed in company, e.g., daily in 
the tikhanas or places of workship, at the various 
bhang shops, and at home gatherings. Both 
males and females (adults) partake of the potation ; 
males in the majority by far. Young men over 18 
sometimes, young women under 25 never. It is 
not usual for children to consume either of the 
three drugs. Ganja is used in larger quantities in 
solitude than in company ; its use is generally con- 


fined to adult males, with the exception —o 


> 
*, 









Effects last from 15 to 2u 
hour Ss. 7 
Produces excessive dryness 


of the lips, mouth, and 
throat. 


Same, but mure marked. 


Heart’s action increased at | Heart's action depressed from 
the first; also the pulse. 


first, atterwards lowered; 
so aiso the pulse, (In one ease the pulse be- 
1 





tutes and the wives of certain classes of fakirs. 
Charas is more largely consumed in company than 
in solitude, and is almost entirely limited to the 
male sex, 


31, No, provided the consumer is not naturally 
of dissipated habits. 


Yes, as regards ganja and charas. Moderate 
consumers of bhang can easily break off the habit, 
as is seen in cases where the drug has been employed 
for medicinal purposes, or taken asa refreshing 
draught during the hot season only and disconti- 
nued in the cold. Even contirmed,bhang drinkers 
can break off the habit, but, of course, with diffi- 
culty. 


No ; so far as bhang is concerned, I have found | 


from careful enquiry that individuals who have 


used the drug over periods varying from ten to fifty 


years have done so without making any appreciable 
difference in theiy daily amount of consumption. 
A case which came under my notice of a man fully 
80 years of age, and habituated to taking daily only 
a pice worth of bhang for forty-three years conti- 


nuously, bears out my statement ; and this is not | 


the only instance of its kind, 


32. L have simply been able to ascertain that » 
the hemp being a plant sacred to Shiva, on Shiva- - 


ratri day the followers of Shiva drink bhang as a 
matter of custom. The followers of Dheria Lal, 


the god of waters, use bhang with sugar-candy as . 


a matter of religious principle once a week, ae 


every Tuesday morning. In both cases the drin 


2s regarded as essential. 


The quantity depends on what the individual is 
in the habit of consuming usually, which is seldom 
exceeded. The habit beg already formed, and 
never broken or relaxed, may eventually damage 
the constitution, especially if the individual is also 


| Wakes up dull and morose, 


came irregular and inter- 
mittent.) 
Conjunctive suffused, and in | Conjunctivie pale ; gradually 


confirmed smokers remain | se their gloss with each 
so permanently. pull at the chillum, and 
| finally become dull, dry, 
| and misty. : 





Pupils, more or less dilated. | Pupils dilated, aud more or 
| less fixed. 


Vision unaffected. | Vision impaired, for the 


time being. 


Retinal vessels seemed thin 
and attenuated, the field a 
pale yrey hue. 


Retinal vessels prominent; 
retinal field pink in colour 
marked by patches of deep 
red here and there. 


Respiration nonnal or subs 


Reapirvtion guickened,. | 
normal, 


Excites cough with expectora- ; Excites a dry  spasinodic 
tion. | cough. 


Destroys appetite, but not | Completely destroys appetite. 
completely, 
Causes thirst, but not much, | Causes excessive thirst. 


Mucous membrane of the | Mucous membrane of mouth 
mouth and throat injected | and throat pale and dry. 
and tolerably moist, 


Tongue red and pointed, 
pap lle prominent, surface 
tolerubly vist. 


Dovs not generally constipate 
the bowels, 


Tongne pale. flat, dry and 
varsh, surface covered with 
a thin fur. 


Constipates the bowels. 








No such previous stage of 


At first individual is garrulous, 3 
excitement generally, 


sometimes boisterous. 

Soporific effects come on im- 
mediately, are deeper, but 
last a briefer time. 


Wakes up dazed and stupid, 
is inclined to fall off to sleep 
again, feels dizzy when 
made to sit up; wind dull 

| and blunted. 


Complains, on waking up, | The same, but generally also 
of languor and a feeling of | complains of muscular pains. 
__ stiffness in all the limbs. 


Soporific effects come on late, 
but last for two or three 
hours. 


with blood-shot eyes, and, 
generally, a racking head- 
ache ; mind tolerably clear. 


—_— 
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The effects of bhang, as contrasted with ganja 
and charas, axe seen in the following description, 
which I have endeavoured to classify under four 
heads or stages :—~ 


1st stage.—Its first effect is to produce excite. 
ment, generally exhilaration, which lasts for a long 
time as compared with ganja or charas. About a 
pie’s worth of “ panga”’ produces one hour’s excite- 
ment, and a pice worth of the same, the quantity 
ordinarily consumed by habitual immoderate con- 
sumers, will cause three to four hours excitement. 
In this stage the mind is clear, imagination excited, 
physical exertion active, the appetite is keen, there 
is no dryness of the mouth and throat, no tendency 
to constipation, if anything, the movement of the 
bowels is regulated, nodelirium, ‘his stage gener- 
ally subsides with profuse micturition. Habitual 
consumers who are working men are satisfied with 
this stage. A draught taken in the morning pre- 
pares them for their day’s work, and a second  re- 
peated at sundown refreshes them after the fatigue 
of the day. With by far the majority, however, 
the practice is imited to the evening draught only. 
A few take it three times a day. 


2ud stage.—Intoxication well marked. Gener- 
ally lasts for several hours, For the production 
of this stage a quantity varying from a pice to 
two pice worth is sufficient. First effect of this 
stage is pleasant delirium, generally mild, some- 
times boisterous; shght dryness of the mouth and 
throat, and of the bronchial mucous membrane ; 
nevertheless, appetite is increased, but there is 
constipation, flatulence, and a sense of heat in the 
stomach. Much confusion of thought and of 
ideas, and an unnatural sense of fear or dread of 
things, the confusion affecting even his own 
individuality, Conjunctive somewhat injected, 
and pupils dilated; vision unaffected; mental 
power blurred. Increased sexual appetite, with, 
it is said, power to prolong the sexual act. Is 
employed up to this stage by not a few merely 
from habit, or sometimes to stimulate the sexual 
desire. 

3rd stage.—Intoxication is followed by hypnosis, 
and finally a deep sleep, from which the patient 
may, however, be easily roused to consciousness 
only to fall off again into stupor, When the 
effects wear off, generally in three or four hours’ 
time, he wakes up refreshed, with no pain or sore- 
ness in the head, or bad taste in the month. Has 
more or less clear and perfect recollection of past 
things which occurred before or during the fit of in- 
toxication. In this stage, the appetite is impaired 
and bowels made costive. If administered with the 
purpose of allaying pain in any part of the body, 
such pain is not felt under the influence of the 
drug, but reappears when the individual wakes up 
from his sleep; hence, its anodyne effects, as such, 
are temporary. 

4th stage—May be of two kinds, acute and 
chronic. In the “acute”? form, coma would pro- 
bably follow the employment of the drug in poison- 
ous doses. I have had no case to ascertain this fact. 
In the “chronic” form, the effects observed are loss 
of flesh and bodily vigour, indigestion, swelling of 
the abdomen, pasty skin, weak heart and pulse, 
dropsy, local or general, congestion of internal 
organs, especially the lungs and liver, hence chronic 
bronchitis and piles common, constipation, or alter- 
nate diarrhea and constipation; mind excessively 
weak, amounting sometimes to dementia melancho- 
liea, 

(N.B.—The experiments conducted by me have 
been with the use of the bazar drugs.) 


39, No, it is in every way more injurious than 


either drinking bhang, or eating it in the form of 


EL a 


‘majum”’ or conserve. My reasons are detailed 
and comprised in section 37 ante, and sections 42, 
44, and 45 seq. 


40. Charas and ganjaare not employed for medi- 
cinal purposes. Bhang was in vogue at, one time, 
but at the present day very much less faith is placed 
in its medicinal effects by the native doctors, Its 
use is now limited chiefly to external applications, 
to painful sores and ulcers, local swellings, and pain- 
ful joints, on account of the anodyne property it 
possesses, As a vermicide it is used for ear-aches 
caused by the presence of worms, Internally, it is 
brought imto requisition in cases of fevers where 
insomnia is a marked symptom, It is not adminis- 
tered as a febrifuge, otherwise, because its later 
effects are supposed to be “ heating.” When em- 
ployed in cases of fevers the drug is usually com- 
bined with such other substances as possess diapho- 
retic and refrigerant action, 

In avery dilute form (a quarter tola in 16 seers, 
or even 20 seers of water), with or without the addi- 
tion of nitrate of potassium, it acts as a good din- 
retic, and is made use of in acute and chronic 
gonorrhea, Administered for this purpose it not 
only dilutes the urine, but also, to some extent 
allays the burning pain during micturition. 


I have made no inquiries into the use of hemp 
in cattle disease. 


41, Yes, bhang, but not either charas or ganja, 
(2) Yes; (4) yes; (¢) no; (@) medicinal purposes. 

42, Compared with such intoxicants as opium 
or alcohol, or with its sister-products, charas and 
ganja, bhang may certainly be said to be harmless 
when consumed in moderate quantities. The ener- 
vating effects of charas and ganja are absent in 
bhang. Its harmlessness appears best ex evedence 
in those who have used the drug over periods vary- 
ing from 15 to 40 years, and have, notwithstanding, 
lived to a ripe old age. In my notes of 150 cases 
and upwards, fully two-thirds are over the age of 
40, a good many have attained the age of 50, and 
not a few even 60 years and more. I have person- 
ally examined a large number of those between the 
ages of 40 and 60 years, and have found them to 
be not only sound in all their internal organs, but 
also of good bodily frame. Further, what might 
appear to be a strange thing is that mort of them 
have even preserved good vision. Cataractous con- 
dition of the lens is, I observe, an uncommon thing 
among those who take bhang in moderation, In 
the case mentioned under section 31 azte, the indi- 
vidual possessed excellent visual power for his age. 
Both charas and ganja, even in moderation, tend 
to deteriorate the health. 

44, Slightly stimulating. Mind is cleared. Ner- 
yous tone is temporarily braced up. The mdivi- 
dual is capable of more exertion than he would be 
able to command when not under its influence. 
Pulse and respirations are quickened. Conjunctive 
suffused. 


No, unless used in combination with other refri- 
gerant substances, and then in as dilute a state as 
possible. It warms up the blood im the first in- 
stance, and later on, when the stimulating effects 
are wearing off, it desiecates the mucous membrane 
of the lips, mouth, and throat, and brings on thirst. 
Yes, in fairly large doses. 

No, on the contrary, it sharpens the appetite ; 
and in this respect the action of the drug is certam, 
and to be depended on. 


Yes, every one of my cases have recorded this as 
a constant effect of the drug. 


The period varies with the general health of the 
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patient and the strength of the solution used. The | tended over a long period of time, debilitates the 


average period, I should say, would be two hours. 
Force of habit, too, has to be taken into considera- 
tion. 
habit of using the drug twice a day, morning and 
evening, others, once a day only, and then gene- 
rally in the evening; in either case, the draught is 
usually taken two or three hours before meal-time. 
A Sindhi generally takes two principal meals-in 
24 hours, one between 10 and 12 a.m., the other 
between 8 and 10 P.M, 


With bhang, none of any importance. Ganja 
and charas, especially the latter, give rise to a dull 
frontal headache, smging in the ears, weakened 
mental power, much thirst, they also impair the 
appetite, constipate the bowels and concentrate the 
wie, 


No. I am aware of many instances where in- 
dividuals have used bhang only during the hot 
season, and discontinued its use altogether in the 
cold season, without a craving for it. I can quote 
about 25 cases where the drug was taken daily for 
medicinal purposes, and given up atter a few 
months, without any difficulty, An habitual con- 
sumer misses his draught not on account of a 
natural longing for it, but simply because of the 
necessity of retrieving his nervous tone, which is 
invariably lessened directly the stimulating effects 
of the diug have passed off. The energy of an 
habitual bhang-drinker for work depends almost 
entirely upon his draught. There is no longing or 
uneasiness, even in the case of ganja or charas ; 
smokers vf the latter drugs will take them when 
they ean get them. 


45, I cannot say this of bhang, but charas and 
ganja, even in moderate doses, tend to weaken the 
bodily frame, diminish corpulency, deprive the 
individual of any capability to much physical exer- 
tion, blunt his memory, and make a coward of him, 
They also impair the constitution, and injure diges- 
tion, As regards causing the diseases mentioned, 
I have not a single case on record to warrant such 
a conchision, so far as bhang is concerned, but 


Of the cases recorded by me some are in the . 


several of my cases indicate that the continued use . 


of charas and ganja do cause dysentery and bron- | 


chitis, I have no history regarding asthma, 


Whether it impairs the moral sense, or induces 


laziness, ete., ave questions difficult to answer in — 


the affirmative in reference to Sindhis. 


It must | 


system and brings on emaciation; also causes 
digestive disorders leading to piles and chronic 
dysentery. Chronic bronchitis is common with 
bhang-drinking in excess, Of asthma, I have no 
cases. That it impairs the moral sense, deadens 
the intellect, and leads to evil ways, I have no 
doubt. It does not produce insanity, unless pre- 
disposing causes exist. Ganja and charas may 
cause insanity, but I have no evidence to adduce, 


I have on record one case of a young man, ef. 
19, a dhawa, who was habituated to the moderate 
use of bhang, and once partook of ganja in excess, 
He had a ¢emporury attack of acute mania, became 
violent, noisy, and abusive, would run into the 
streets aka uniess restramed, His delusion was 
that all his friends were conspiring to kill him. 
The attack, which occurred some three months ago, 
and which subsided under treatment, has not re- 
curred since, but I learn that the mdividual has 
not again given cause for it. Possibly the symp- 
toms may be re-induced should cause be given. 
Among the class of bawas and fakirs, who lead a 
life of indolence and ease, cases of dementia adven- 
titia or of chronie melancholie manta, are some- 
times seen. In two cases of this nature, I had good 
reason to suppose that self-abuse played a promi- 
nent part, rather than the abuse of bhang or ganja, 
T have on record three cases of mental excitement 
hordering on insanity in the class of Muhammadans 
known as the “ mawvalis ”? (men habitually addicted 
to the use of intoxicants of all kinds, but especial] 
bhang and charas, opium and chandul, and ak 
in the depth of the intoxicating effects of these 
drugs), caused by the combined use of bhang and 
charas, In each case, however, the friends of the 
patients have asserted that the partial mental 
aberration was due entirely to the excessive use of 
charas, and not of bling, 


The following case, the only one of its kind I 
know of, may indicate that a person who is 
delicvent in self-control through weakened intellect 
may become insane by falling into the use of hemp. 
He is a young Sindhi (Amy!), aged about 20 years, 
Though born of sane parents, he was from birth a 
simpleton, He spent the greater part of the day 
in the tikhanas in prayers and serving God, as his 
friends supposed. He there became habituated to 
taking bhang, in moderate quantities, it is said. 





be—nrotect—that the -Smnctht 1s, by mature, a slow, 
indolent, apathetic race and subservient to a lax 
moral code, whether habituated or not to the use 
of these drugs. Bad example of the elders, and 
the evil influences of society, are, therefore, im- 
portant factors in these questions, and must be 
considered, 
moral code, as it should exist, cannot be directly 
attributed to the use of bhang in the relation of 
cause and effect. Without a predisposing tendency, 
bhang cannot be said to induce laziness or conduce 
towards evil ways, and the remark is equally ap- 
plicabie to the moderate use of ganja or of chazas, 


No, not when used by itself, or when free from 
admixtures, especially dhatura; also, not unless 
venerea] excesses or self-abuse pave the way; fur- 
ther, a predisposing cause, such as a naturally 
weak intellect, must also exist. Bhang of itself, 
except if used in excess, is innocuous to the brain, 
and of all combinations, that of bhang and dha- 
tur'a is the most harmful in this respect. Bhang 


Hence the deviation from a correct — 


with the simultaneous use of ganja or charas may - 


give rise to insanity, but a predisposing cause must 
also exist, This question is further discussed under 
section 46, 


16. Bhang, employed ix excess, and its use ex- 


On one occasion he took a strong dose of physic 
(jJamalgota) which moved his bowels some sixteen to 
twenty times, ‘This gave him a severe pain in the 
abdomen for which he was advised to take a big 
dose of “ghata” bhang. He did so, and on 
waking up from the stupor induced by the drug, he 
was found to have gone out of mind completely, 
At first he manifested signs of acute mania, was 
very violent, and had to be restrained by main 
force. His delusion was, and still is, that there 
is some one coming to kill him, and is in constant 
dread of being throttled. The boy is yet insane, 
but is not now violent either to himself or to others, 
There is no history of syphilis in the family, but 
his friends ave not ab‘e to tell me whether the boy 
was addicted or not to self-abuse, a vice common 
among the youths of Sind. 


1 would here record also a case of paraplegia 
which came under my notice some time ago, and 
which was attributed to the excessive use of bhang. 
The patient is now dead. He was a man of about 
35 years, with no history of syphilis or venereal 
excesses as far as I could ascertain from the other 
members of the family, and no habit of taking any 
other narcotic than bhang, except tobacco in 
moderation. He used “ ghata”’ bhang of his own 
p:eparation twice a day regularly, and sometimes 
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even three times, besides what he happened to 
consume with his friends in the tikhanas. I Jearn 
that he died from exhaustion and bed-sores after 
three months’ lingering illness, 


47, No, for in the family history of many of the 
cases recorded by me, I find that, although the 
parents are habitual consumers, the children have 
not acquired the habit, and, further, I can say 
from personal observations, that the children of 
moderate consumers are in no particular way 
affected by the habit. 


48, Enquiry in this direction has been met with 
very puzzling results. In the excessive consumer, 
the history of the possibility of an inherent 
syphilitic or scrofulous taint had always to be con- 
sidered, which invariably tended to mar conclusions, 
I mention this because while in some cases the 
children have appeared to me to be tolerably 
healthy, in other cases, where a comparatively 
small amount of the drug was consumed daily, the 
offsprings were of exceedingly weak bodily constitu- 
tion, pigeon-chested, thin-haired, flabby little 
nites. 

In four cases that came under my observation, 
the children were decidedly rachitic. Such condi- 
tions as bad feeding ey insanitary surroundings 
add no little to the difficulties in solving this 
question, Generally speaking, it appears that even 
the excessive use of the drug does not exert any 
material influence upon the health of the children. 

49. No, but prostitutes use it largely as a 
stimulant, with the object, it is said, of being able 
to bear the strain of their nefarious practice. 
Hemp, no matter in what form, used in moderation, 
does not tend to produce impotence. The history 
of many of my cases helps me to entertain this 
opinion, In some of my cases, more children had 
been born, within a given period, after than before 
the time the father had taken to bhangdrinking, 

50. Yes, by those in advanced age, generally, 
and by the young of dissipated habits. In the 
form of majum, the native doctor prescribes it for 
this purpose. Prostitutes use bhang only, but not 
ganja or charas, and then only in the day to 
procure sleep. Yes, more injurious, because, with 
the general breaking down of the constitution, 
impotence may follow, and possibly insanity, or at 
least a mental weakness bordering on insanity, 
Not directly ; in a few of my cases where impotence 
had occurred, the lowering of the general health 
from venereal excesses seemed primarily at fault. 


56, Among my cases I have met with seven of 
dhatura admixture, but none of the other drugs 
specified. Opium, employed not as an admixture, 
but as an additional narcotic to the use of hemp, is 
of pretty frequent occurrence, The former drug 
is combined with bhang, in moderation, in order to 
increase its intoxicating effects. My observations 
lead me to suppose that opium imparts to the sys- 
tem tolerance to resist the influence of bhang and 
ganja, for I find that opium-eaters always consume 
and bear well these drugs in moderate quantities, 
especially bhang. . 

These admixtures refer to personal consumption, 
With regard to bhang or ganja used in excess 
together with an admixture of dhatura, I have 
but two cases, and in both the latter drug was 
employed to strengthen the potation. Employed 
for the purpose of administration to others, I have 
only hearsay evidence to give. I am told that 
dhatura is sometimes thus clandestinely added 
either to bhang or ganja, but not to charas, and 
generally from mischievous or criminal motives, 
to procure that fanatical excitement as witnessed 
+1 some individuals during the Moharram or Holi 


yol, vii, 


festivals, or that mental disturbance tantamount 
to insanity constituting the cases known to medi- 
eal jurists as “running amuck,” In the middle 
of 1887 a number of such cases occurred, and I 
am informed that in all of them dhatura was 
employed as an admixture with bhang, and that 
the mental excitement produced, under which the 
individuals were ready to perpetrate the most 
atrocious crimes, was entirely due to dhatura, 


57, I know of no such cases. 


The conclusion I have arrived at with regard 
to the uses and effects of hemp is, briefly, as 
follows:—That bhang is on the whole, though 
habitually consumed, a harmless drug taken in 
moderate quantities, and that, used as an intoxi- 
cant, it compares very favourably, in many points, 
both with aleoho! and with opium. 


In the first place, it has cheapness on its side to 
recommend it, thus bringing it within the means of 
the poor, in whom, in the Raith period of life, 
an intoxicant is as serviceable, if not more so, as in 
the rich. What, perhaps, is better still is the fact 
that while taken in moderation, like alcohol, it 
invigorates the system and causes exhilaration ; 
taken in large doses, it isa “ quiet ”’ intoxicant com- 
pared with “ boisterous ”’ alcohol, and thus free from 
the attendant danger to person, or property, or 
domestic happiness, which only too often accompany 
the use of alcohol, There is also but little ten- 
dency for the habit of bhang-drinking to settle in 
the system, and in this respect it differs from the 
habit of opium-eating, 

Another important feature in the use of bhang 
is its peculiar suitableness in reference to the climate 
of the country (India), and especially of Sind. In 
this province, where the heat for the greater part 
of the year is so great and so oppressive, general 
and indiscriminate use of alcohol would, I feel 
sure, play sad havoe with the constitution of many, 
and in my mind raises visions of many apoplectic 
brains and congested livers, of dangers resulting 
from an overworked heart and overstrained kidneys, 
consequences which are now of comparatively rare 
occurrence, Again, owing to the excessive heat, 
impairment or loss of appetite is not at all an un- 
common thing, and in this respect, too, the pecu- 
liar adaptibility of the drug is made manifest ; also 
the fact of its being used in combination with 
bhang massala, for the mixture helps to keep the 
bowels lax, an important precaution against the 
deteriorating effects of the weather. 


The general physiological action of aleohol is to 
build up the tissues of the body, tending thus to 
give rise to corpulency ; hemp on the other hand 
tends to diminish corpuleney, and is therefore a 
fitter intoxicant for use im a hot climate than 
aleohol. 


As regards diseases incidental to the use of bhang, 
these cannot be said to be either more common or 
more disastrous than those following the use of 
alcohol, or, for the matter of that, of opium, 


Insanity is not a consequence of bhang-drinking, 
nor, indeed, directly either of ganja or charas 
smoking, A pre-existing tendency towards mental 
aberration, natural or acquired, from such predis- 
posing causes as a weak intellect or moral deprav- 
ity, respectively, will be found to be primarily at 
fault, such depravity being as much due to the de- 
grading effects of a religious constitution, weak in 
its moral precepts and lax in the exercise of moral 
restraint, as to the baneful influence of bad example 
and evil social influences, 


With regard to the use of hemp as a medicinal 
agent, I have afew remarks to offer, The drug, 
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no doubt, possessses valuable medicinal properties, 
which might, with ‘profit, be taken advantage of, 
‘but the method in which the officinal preparations, 
extract and tincture, are made, is, in my opinion, 
unsatisfactory, and accounts for the disappoint- 
ment in the expectations of those who have given 
the drug atrial. In both these preparations, the 
resin occurs in abundance, This should not be. 
The draught as prepared by bhang drinkers would 
be a better form for therapeutic administration. 
It is made by maceration of the bhang in cold 
water and repeated strainings, the fluid thus ob- 
tained being merely a watery solution of the leaves 
and capsules, with but little or no traces of the 
resin, which, being insoluble in water, is precipi- 
tated. In this dilute form it might advantageous- 
ly be used as a stimulant and stomachic tonic and 
carminative, serving to invigorate the system, 
increase the appetite, and relieve temporary abdo- 
minal pains and flatulency. When its ‘anodyne 
aud hypnotic powers are required, the preparation 
should be made from ganja or charas (pure), and 
not from bhang, as these forms of the drug, em- 
ployed in their natural state, seem to possess soothing 
and depressant effects rather than stimulant. A 
poultice of ganja, or of the capsules of hemp, makes 
a good anodyne application to painful piles (external) 
and ulcers. Ganja, in proper doses, would, I think, 
if used in the form of cigars, or burnt im a pipe, 
prove serviceable for the relief of certain forms of 
asthma, especially those complicated with bronchial 
catarrh and a weakened heart. In severe types of 
asthma unattended by such complications, charas 
smoking might, perhaps, prove invaluable in cut- 
ting short the spasms, but the drug being a power- 
ful sedative will have to be employed with great 
caution. The uses of hemp as above described are 
put forward merely in the light of suggestions. 
Definite and careful experimental researches are 
necessary to ascertain the real value of hemp as a 
medicinal agent in the conditions and diseases speci- 


fied. I regret to say, I was unable to accomplish 
this in any part, on account of the shortness of 
time allowed for the getting up of this report, and 
the want of convenient opportunities, 


I will add, in conclusion, a few notes on the 
‘popular notions and ideas of the effects of hemp in 
one or other of its various forms, and I cannot do 
this in a more striking and interesting manner than 
by quoting verses of folk-songs on the subject. Of 
the three forms of hemp, bhang is regarded by the 
people as the least noxious and the most beneficial, 
The following verse illustrates the ideas as they 
emanate from a Sindhi mind, of the beneficial 
effects of bhang :— 

Should you want your body 
clean, 

Then drink it in the morning. 

Should you wish to cool your 
een, 

Then drink it in the noon. 

Should you want a restful 
night, 

Ther drink it in the evening. 

If home and comfort you 
would blight, 

Then drink it at midnight. 


* Safo hoje saf, 
Te subujo piti ker. 
Je nene mendi Jai, 
Te bepari je piti ker. 
Je sukhi vihame rath, 
Te sanjeji piti ker. 
Je jhugo hoje chor, 
Te adhi piti ker.” 


That charas is by all regarded as the worst form 
in which hemp could be consumed is emphatically 
expressed in the following doggerel verse :— 


kahir 


“Charas nahi, 


Kang kurun, kasi kurnn ; 
hai; 


Anku se anda kurun, 
Keleja to jal gaya; Pam se langra kurun, 
Anki me lahir hai ; Ne murre te me kya karun,” 


which, rendered into English,would be: 


Iam not charas, buta| To blind the eyes I never 


curse ; fail, 

I burn the liver to its} Or cripple limbs that once 
WOrse ; were hale, 

I bring on dryness of} In what but death ends my 
the eyes ; sad tale? 


To phlegm and cough I 
must give rise, 





21. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, MULCHAND GanGanay, tn charge Larkana 
Dispensary. 


1, I have been in service, either Government or 
Municipal, for the past five years, and during that 
period I have come across patients who were in the 
habit of using hemp drugs. Further, after my 
appointment as a witness by the Commissioner 
in Sind, I have instituted special enquiries in the 
town of Larkana about the matter. 


2. Yes; the definitions given here may be accepted 
for the province. The products are known as 
bhang, charas and ganja. 
19. Yes ; ganja and charas, so far as lam aware, 
are used only for smoking. 
23, I have never seen nor heard of any one 
smoking bhang. 
28. (a) Bhang, 1} tolas, cost $ anna. 
Charas, 71; tola, cost $ anna, 
Ganja, $ tola, cost $ anna. 

(b) Bhang, 10 to 20 tolas, cost 24 to 44 annas, 
Charas, } to } tola, cost: 1 to 3 annas, 
Ganja, } to } tola, cost 4 to 14 annas. 

29, Bhang is ordinarily used without any ad- 
mixture by both classes of consumers. Exception- 


ally sugar, cardamoms and pepper are added by 
both classes to sweeten and flavour it. Habitual 


consumers sometimes add gram, sometimes til | 


to increase, as it is alleged, its intoxicating proper- 
ties, Milk is also occasionally added to the solu- 
tion, to diminish the sensation of dryness of throat 
that is felt by the consumers. Hemp seeds are also 
sometimes added to make the solution less green. 
Charas and ganja are always smoked with tobacco 
by both classes of consumers, Nothing else is 
added to them. Dhatura is sometimes mixed up 
with bhang; but this is used only for criminal 
purposes. Opium, so far as I know, is never 
mixed with it, but is taken along with it by those 
who are in the habit of using both of these drugs. 
I do not know whether nux vomica, cantharides or 
betel-nut is so used. I have no knowledge of any 
such preparation as bhang massala, 


30, Bhang is used both in company and in soli- 
tude, but mostly in company, Its consumption is 
mainly confined to the male sex, and is used mostly 
by the young and middle-aged men. Charas and 
ganja are almost always used in company by young 
and middle-aged men, They are not used by 
females, I have never seen or heard of children 

using any of these drugs. Bhang is more used in 
summer, charas in winter, and ganja to an equal 
extent in both the seasons. 


31. Yes; the habit of consuming any of these 
drugs is.easily formed, It is also easy to break it 


seed, and. sometimes both together to the solution : off, more easy to break off in the case of charas 


- bad, Sind, there are certain families the members 
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and. ganja consumers than. in those: of bhang. 
There is a tendency, in the case of all these drugs 
for the moderate. habit to develop.into the exces- 
sive, This.is specially marked in.the case of bhang: 
Much, however,. depends upon. the: pecuniary. cir- 
cumstances of the consumer. ; 

$2, Tam not aware of any religious custom 
according to which any of these drugs is used. 
Amongst Hindus the bawas (religious head) keep 
a very weak solution of bhang in temples for the 
people who go there, and on certain days, for 
instance the new moon day or some holidays; they 
get prepared a larger quantity of such solution. 
There is nothing religious about this, They by 
doing so, get more customers, so to say. Again, on 
festivals amongst Hindus, the head of the family 
who gives the feast, sometimes gets a weak solu- 
tion of bhang prepared, and distributes it amongst 
the servants and cooks who are engaged on those 
oceasions. It is not essential that the head of the 
family should so entertain his servants, He does 
so either because he wishes to please them, or 
because he is asked by some of them who happen 
to be in the habit of using it, 


Again, in Hydera-. 


_ Reasous.—I have-never seen any bad effects, 
either immediate or remote, from:their use’in. this 
way... 


44, The: immediate: effects of the moderate use 
of these drugs on habitual consumers: are, first it’ 
refreshes them and: secondly: it. produces a slight 
degree of pleasurable intoxication, making the con- 
sumer feel: happy for a short:.time; Bhang creates: 
appetite. Charas and ganja‘do not affectit. The 
effect lasts in the case: of charas: for. about two 
hours, in the case of ganja for about one hour, and 
in the-case of bhang for about six hours. There 
are no after-effects, Yes; the want of subsequent 
gratification does produce longing and uneasiness. 


45, The habitual: moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any effect beyond a tem- 
porary pleasurable intoxication, So far as I have 
been able:to ascertain, it does not impair the con- 
stitution, It does not injure digestion or cause 
loss of appetite. It does not cause dysentery, 
bronchitis, or asthma, It does not impair the 
moral. sense or induce laziness or habits of im- 
morality. or debauchery, 


Tam 





of which never use alcohol in any shape. They, on 
their festivals, entertain their guests with a sweet 
and flavoured solution of bhang, There is no reli- 
gious binding upon them to do so. They have 
been doing so fer generations, and the use of bhang 
in this way has become more or less a social custom 
amongst them. The use of bhang in the ways 
indicated above is always temperate, and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a-habit, except 
amongst those who visit the temples and partake 
of the solution daily. 


I am not aware of any custom, religious or 
social, in regard to the consumption of charas. and 
ganja. 

Amongst Muhammadans there are ofaras, where 
a religious mendicant lives, and where he keeps 
bhang ready for his customers, Such places are 
generally resorted to by habitual excessive con- 
sumers. Here charas and ganja are also smoked 
freely. There is nothing religious about it ; but 
as charas and ganja are generally smoked in com- 
pany, consumers find it convenient to meet at such 
places and indulge in these drugs, These otaras 
are almost always situated by the side of a tomb of 
some Pir or holy man. 

33, I have no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being substituted for any of these drugs. 

37. The effects of charas smoking last longer 
than those of ganja smoking, and those of bhang 
drinking the longest of all. The effects of charas 
and ganja are observed immediately after smoking 
and last a short time only, while those of bhao 
are noticed some hours after it is taken and last for 
many hours. Charas and ganja do not increase 
appetite. Bhang does. All produce sleep . but 
bhang is the most effective in bringing it on, 

39. I can give no opinion on this point. 

40. Bhang is used internally by native doctors 
in dysentry and gonorrhea, and locally as a poul- 
tice for boils and abscesses. a. 

41. The moderate use of bhang is said to be 
beneficial as a food accessory. It also gives staying- 
power under severe exertion. It has no effects as 
a febrifuge. It is used as a cooling drink in sum- 
mer, 

The moderate use of charas and ganja is not 
beneficial in any of these ways. 

42. I consider the moderate use of any of these 
drugs to be harmless, 

vol. vii. 
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been wake on.by the moderate use of these 
drugs. Nor have I any evidence to give to indi- 
cate that insanity leads to indulgence in the use 
of es drugs by persons deficient in self-con- 
trol. 


46. The habitual excessive’ use of these drugs 
impairs the constitution, It renders it feeble, 
Bhang, when used as an aphrodisiac, causes ner- 
vous exhaustion,. Also it leads to impotence and 
sterility. All induce laziness and injure digestion 
and impair appetite. Excessive use is supposed to 
bring on temporary fits of: insanity. Generally 
mania of some kind is produced. I have no per- 
sonal knowledge of any cases where insanity was: 
brought. on by the excessive use of these drugs. 
Again I have heard of people occasionally running 
amuck, On enquiry. in these cases it is found. 
that they had indulged freely in bhang just before 
the fit. Often in such cases a motive is found for 
the crimes committed by the persons affected, and 
it would seem that they had indulged in bhang 
simply to strengthen themselves for the perpetra- 
tion of these acts. In some cases, however, no 
such motive appears to exist. 


47, No, 


48, Children of intemperate men are liable to 
nervous disorders; bat I have no knowledge of 
any specific cases, 


49, Yes; bhang is used as an aphrodisiac. It 
is so used by prostitutes also, I cannot say if its 
use In this way is more or less injurious than its 
use as an ordinary narcotic, Charas or ganja do 
not appear to be used as aphrodisiacs, 


50. Bhang is used excessively also as an aphro- 
disiac, Itis so used by some prostitutes. Its 
use in this way is more injurious than its use as a 
narcotic, as it causes nervous exhaustion. Also it 
leads to impotence and sterility. ; 

56. The substances that are sometimes used 
with bhang are those noted in answer to question 
No, 29. They are used more or less to flavour it. 


‘They do not affect the effects of bhang. -Til—seed———— 


and gram are said to increase the intoxicating 
properties, Milk lessens the dryness of throat 
caused by bhang. I have heard of dhatura 
sometimes being mixed up with bhang, but this 
mixture is never intended for personal consump- 
tion. It is given by some of the criminal classes 
to their victims to facilitate them in the perpetra- 
tion of crimes, 
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57, I have never seen nor heard of any’ one | together in a copper pot for four days, Ghi takes 


eating charas or ganja, 


In conclusion, charas is imported into Larkana 
from Amritsar, ganja from Karachi and Hyderabad, 
Sind, and bhang from Sukkur and Shikarpur. 
Ganja is known as ganja Rajapuri. A kind of 
sweetmeat containing bhang is also sold by ven- 
dors of these drugs under the name of majum, It 
is prepared in the following way :—1}4 lbs. of ghi, 
3% Ibs. of bhang, and 4 lbs, of water are boiled 


up the extract and assumes a green colour. This 
is then mixed with a hot saturated solution of 
sugar and rolled and dried. It is then divided 
into cakes. Some aromatic substances are some- 
times added. This majum is not consumed to any 
great extent, generally taken by those who have 
not been able to obtain bhang at their usual time 
of taking. 





22. Evidence of Exisan BENJAMIN, Jew, First Class Hospital Assistant, Shikarpur. 


1. I being in charge of various dispensaries in 





the province of Sind for the last twenty-four years, 
Lhave had the opportunity of seeing some patients, 
from time to time, who indulge in the hemp drug. 


2. Yes, the above definition may be accepted for 
this province, viz., the three varieties of narcotic 
articles, which are obtained from the hemp, are 
defined as bhang, ganja and charas, 


19. Yes, the ganja and charas are only used for 
smoking, 


23. No, the bhang is never used for smoking, 
28. The average allowance and cost of—= 
(2) Habitual moderate consumer is-= 


Three-fourth tola at a cost of 14 pie (4th 
of an anna) per diem, 


(6) Habitual excessive consumer— 


Twenty tolas to 380 tolas at a cost of 
6 to 9 annas per day. 


29. (a) No, no other article is used in mixing 
with bhang for ordinary drinking. 

(4) Yes. Opium, dhatura and betel-nut are mixed 
with bhang, in exceptional cases. The object of 


these ingredients is to obtain strong narcotic effects, 
and excite sexual desire, 


No, I have no knowledge if any bhang massala 
has been prepared and sold, but for sweetening and 
flavouring the mixture ; the moderate consumers use 


cardamom seeds, poppy seeds, saffron, sugarcandy 
and almonds, 


30. Is most commonly used in company. Yes, 
it is chiefly confined to male sex and up to life. 
No, it is not usual for children to consume any of 
these drugs. 


31. Yes, the habit of consuming these drugs can 
easily be formed. Yes, it is difficult to break off. 
Yes, there is a tendency of acquiring excessive 
habit for a moderate consumer. 


32. The only religious custom of consuming 
these drugs known to me is among Hindus ; that on 
certain day of the week a very weak preparation of 
bhang is made in temples and distributed. The 
ganja and charas are also freely smoked in groups 
by fakirs, 

The Hindus call this preparation of bhang 
“vijoya,” and it is regarded as essential, It is 
generally temperate. Yes, there is every tendency 
of forming a habit to excess, 

86, No. 


37. Yes, the effects of the charas smoking are 
more narcotic and last longer than ganja, and that 
the effects of bhang drinking are milder, and 
noticed some time after it is taken, while those of 
ganja and charas act immediately. 

- 89, Yes, the effects produced by smoking ganja 
and charas are less injurious than drinking or eat- 


ing it. By eating any of these drugs there is a 
tendency of retching nausea and diarrhoea, as these 
drugs cause irritation of stomach, and by smoking 
these drugs the brain is affected. Yes, there is a 
tendency of producing insanity. 





40. Yes, the use of these drugs has been pre- 
scribed for medicinal properties by eminent native 
hakims such as Mukhzan and Tib Akhburi, ete. 


Yes, the bhang (the hemp) is used in cattle dis- 
ease, 


41.(a) No, 
(4) Yes. 
(c) No. 


(d) It is sometimes used to allay thirst, and act 
as diuretic in a very dilute form. 


42, Yes. The moderate use of these drugs is 
harmless, because the moderate dose of these drugs 
produces slight and temporary narcotic effect. 


44,(2) It causes slight narcotic effect immediate- 
ly. 


(2) Yes, it is slightly refreshing. 

(c) Yes, it does produce intoxication. 

(d) No, it does not allay hunger. 

(e) Yes, 

(f) Yes, for a short time only. 

(9) Yes, it causes laziness and languor, - 


(2) Yes, there is an uneasiness and tendency for 
a more drink and smoke, 


45. (a), (4), (¢), (@. No. 


(e) Yes, to some extent. 

(7) No. 

46. Yes, it produces noxious effects by using 
bhang, ganja and charas to excess. Yes, it im- 
pairs the constitution, causes loss of appetite, dy- 
sentery, bronchitis andasthma. Yes, it impairs the 
moral sense, and induces laziness or habits of im- 
morality. Yes, it does deaden the intellect or pro- 
duce insanity. I remember few cases coming to 
my notice here and at Sehwan, being merely of 
exciting causes of insanity, and it was orly tem- 
porary. Yes. There is every probability of the 
symptoms being re-induced Gc the drug’ after 
hberation from restraint. No, the insane don’t 
confess to the use of the drug. 


47, No. 


48. The habitual excessive consumption of any 
of these drugs may bring on nervous disorder to 
the children of the excessive consumer. 


49. The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
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practised as an aphrodisiac and by prostitutes also, 
and it is not more injurious than its use as an or- 
dinary narcotic. No, 

50. The excessive use of any of these drugs is 
practised as a great aphrodisiac by prostitutes, but 
its use for this purpose is more injurious than its use 
as an ordinary narcotic, since it causes nervous ex- 
haustion, mental derangement and impotence, 

The admixture of other substances with hemp 
used in moderation changes slightly the effect of 
dryness which the hemp would produce if taken by 
itself, and if it be used in excess the effect will be 
modified to a great extent, 


I have said in reply No. 29 that the admixture 


| of dhatura and opium with hemp in ‘an exceptional 


case for personal consumption and object is already 
noted, but in many cases the dhatura and opium 
are administered in hemp to others, in order to 
commit theft and murder through malice, 


57. I have not come across any case of the kind. 


In conclusion, in my opinion the use of all these 
drugs should be discouraged and resorted to only 
medicinally. The prohibition of the sale of these 
drugs will save many persons being nipped in the 
bud and prevent the perpetration of offences and 
be instrumental in promoting the health and wel- 
fare of the public at large. 





23. Evidence of Snark Aut, First Class Hospital Assistant, Jacobabad. 


1. During my medical career. 
2, Yes, 


Bhang, charas, and ganja. 


19. To the best of my belief, I have known 
ganja and charas used only for smoking. 


23. Bhang is very seldom used for smoking; 
but at a push ganja and charas smokers will sub- 
stitute bhang when others are not to be had by 
both poor classes, especially Hindus and Muham- 
madans, 

28, (a) About 1 pice worth, the weight of 2 pice 
per diem. 

(6) About 2 annas worth, or 4 oz. per diem. 


29, Ganja and charas are both mixed with 
tobacco and then smoked. The heavy bhang 
drinkers who find bhang by itself weak, generally 
add opium and dhatura; but many are in the habit 
of swallowing a pill or bolus of solid opium and 
drinking the bhang on the top of it. The object 
of these admixtures is to increase intoxication ; 
but the preparation known as bhang massala used 
among Hindus, contains a little bhang, to which is 
added poppy seeds, pepper, cardamoms, almonds, and 
aniseed, and the whole sweetened with batashas or 
sugareandy, and by those who can afford it milk 
and cream are added and the mixture used asa 
cooling beverage. 

30. To an equal extent. Itis chiefly taken by 
the male sex, mostly adults, and it is not usual 
for children to consume these drugs. 


31, The habit is easily formed but very difficult 





37. Yes, charas is far stronger than ganja. 
The effects of charas are almost immediate, while 
ganja takes longer to act, the intoxication coming 
on after a time, and lasting a shorter period, say 
half an hour, while that of charas Jasts about an 
hour or more. Bhang is far milder in its effects, 
but its intoxication lasts from 5 to 6 hours and is 
far less injurious. 

39, The smoking of ganja and charas are far 
more injurious than drinking bhang or eating 
majum, which is a sweetmeat prepared from 
bhang. I find that ganja and charas smokers 
generally waste away, getting thinner and thinner 
as they continue in the habit, which is not the 
case with bhang drinkers ; charas and ganja act on 
the brain, nervous, and respiratory system, which 
in time brings on constitutional derangement, such 
as bronchitis, shortness of breath, and seldom bleed- 
ing piles. It also causes sometimes temporary 
insanity. 

40, Yes, hakims do prescribe it for its medicinal 
properties and prepare a sweetmeat called majum, 
which is used for aphrodisiac purposes, Bhang is 
also used in the treatment of cattle. Horse condi- 
tion powders and boluses are prepared from bhang 
only. 

41. I do not know any beneficial properties ex- 
cept medicinal, 

42, Charas and ganja, although used in modera- 
tion, will, in my opinion, leave injurious effects in 
the end. Bhang, on the contrary, if indulged in in 
small doses is harmless. 

44, The immediate effects of charas and ganja 
are on the nervous system; they do not refresh, 





to break off. Beginners_start.with a 

quantity about the weight of one-twelfth of an anna, 
and gradually increase it until they arrive at that 
quantity which they find sufficient to intoxicate, 
Yes. 


32, Especially among Hindus, those who are not 
even in the habit of taking any of these drugs will 
partake of bhang on their holidays and on the occa- 
sion ofamarriage. On Shivaratri in particular, they 
do consider it essential to partake of bhang, and on 
this day, in addition to the poppy seeds, pepper, 
cardamoms, and aniseed, they add dhatura and 
arsenic, also a leaf of the akra plant, that is half 
a pod of dhatura, and with the arsenic they draw 
a line on the bottom of the pot. Hindus, especially 
in Sind, do consider it necessary to make them 


happy. 
. It is generally .temperate. It is not peed to 
lead to acquiring the habit, as many who drink 
phang on Shivaratri don’t touch it again for the 
remainder of the year. I do not consider bhang so 
used injurious. 

36.. Unknown. 


but certainly produce intoxication, They do allay 
hunger, but do not create appetite. The effect of 
charas lasts about an hour or more, but that of 
ganja is slower to act, and lasts a shorter time, say 
half an hour. Yes, headache anda peculiar un- 
easiness, which is only relieved by another smoke, 
after the effects of which have passed away there 
is the same Jonging. Bhang is refreshing at first, 
but, when it commences to act, its intoxication 
causes a frightened feeling or timidity, but is far 
milder in its effects. The intoxication lasts from 
5 to 6 hours. It does not allay hunger, but on 
the contrary creates appetite. A person under the 
effects of bhang will eat more than usual, There 
are no after-effects, so to speak, resembling those 
of charas or ganja ; but if the bhang drinker does 
not take his usual quantum at the stated hour, he 
does feel an uneasiness and a longing, and he can- 
not eat his food properly, as it seems distasteful, 

45, (a) The habitual moderate bhang drinking 
produces no noxious effects, but smoking charas and 
ganja makes a man physically and mentally feeble. 
It has no bad effects morally, 
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(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) Cause bronchitis and shortness of breath, 

(e) Yes, it does impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness, ; 

(f) My idea is that it does deaden the intellect, 
and it will produce temporary insanity in very 
excessive smokers, ‘To me it appears the exciting 
cause. No such case has come under my observa- 
tion. Unknown. 

46. The excess quantity impairs the constitu- 
tion. It does ruin the digestion. The ganja and 
charas smokers generally suffer from. bronchitis 
and shortness of breath. It does impair the moral 
sense, and does produce habits of laziness and im- 
morality. No such case of madness came under 
my notice, 

49. Bhang is used by the hakims as such, It 
is seldom used by prostitutes. 

50. Unknown, 


56. To increase intoxication in both, 7.¢. (a) 
and (6). 

57. Unknown. 

59. I questioned a man who came to me for 
treatment suffering from nyctalopia, and the cause 
was traced to ganja and charas smoking, which he 


was addicted to some three years back. There: is 
no doubt that these drugs have a baneful effect on 
the human system and that they derange. the con- 
stitution generally, It is, in my opinion, a useless 
and expensive habit, acquired to no purpose. 
Among the labouring. classes especially, he habit 
of bhang drinking and ganja smoking is the 
means of, robbing many families of the little  neces- 
saries of life, and often the means of depriving 
them of food. If a coolie, for instance, who is 
given to this practice, earns two annas in the day, 
he will, come what may, spend the half of it on 
charas and bhang. Then, on the remaining anna 
I ask, how is he to feed his hungry little ones. 
Therefore it is my belief that a restriction put on 
sale of these drugs, allowing a man to purchase 
them for medicinal purposes only, or by raising the 
price so that it will not come within the reach of 
the poor will benefit the masses. The habit of 
consuming any of these drugs is doing more harm 
than good to the people of India, and it has come 
under my notice that in very nearly every case of 
murder, rape and robbery these drugs have been 
employed with the admixture of dhatura and ad- 
ministered to the victims before the deed, and it is 
my opinion that the free sale of these drugs is an 
accessory to crime. 
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24. Evidence of Dr. 8, M. Kaka, Medical Officer of Health, Karachi. 


1. As a medical practitioner of eleven years’ | 
standing and as medical officer of health, I have had 
some opportunities of becoming acquainted with 
hemp drugs and their effects, especially in Karachi, 
My answers will mainly have reference to the city. 

2. These definitions may mainly be accepted as 
correct : flat variety of ganja is the most common, 
bhang is known as subzi, chilti, thandai or thadul 
(cooling drink), sai, abo, booti, punga (weak bhang), 
Charas is spoken of as bharaga. Ganja is, so far 
as I am aware, known as ganja. 

16. Bhang may be prepared by the people in 
their houses. I fancy it can be prepared from the | 
hemp plant wherever grown, I do not think 
ganja and charas can be prepared from the wild 
plant wherever grown. 

19, Ganja and charas are smoked generally. | 
Religious fakirs, gosains, and persons following 
in their wake often eat a powder made of ganja 
and rock-salt or sugar. This method of eating 
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ganja is very common, I believe, throughout the 
province, the fakirs carrying a certain amount of 
powder during travelling, or when they pass from 
one district to another to worship their slirines, 

20. Hindus mainly smoke ganja, Muhamadans 
charas, Roughly speaking, 1 in 1,000 smoke charas 
and 1 in 2,500 ganja. 

21. Flat ganja is preferred. 

22, Foreign charas is used, imported from Cen- 
tral Asia through Amritsar and Loodhiana. 

23, I do not know if bhang is used for smoking. 

24, Hindus are the chief consumers of bhang. 
It is, so far as I know, only drunk. Roughly, 1 
Hindu in every 250 drinks bhang. The propor- 
tion in the case of Muhammadans is 1] in 1,000 or 
more. 


Pzz 1,000 
CONSUMERS. 


LL. 
Habitual Habitual 
moderate. excessive. 


26. Bhang - 800 200 
Charas : 3 - 750 250 
Ganja. . 750 250 


27. The consumers of all the hemp drugs are 
derived from the poorer classes mainly. Bhang is 
indulged in by the rich, Low company mainly 
leads to the practice. 


28. Habitual moderate consumers— 


Bhang . 4 to 1 tola, price } to 3 anna. 
Charas. 1 massa ,, Pep 
Ganja. 4 fola ore 


Habitual. excessive consumers— 


Bhang . 1 to 2 tolas, price 4 to 1 anna. 
Charas . $tola__,, 3 annas, 
Ganja. Tita, 3 


3? 


29, Ordinary ingredients added to bhang are 
poppy seeds, black pepper, cardamons, The ordinary 
majum of the bazar is prepared by macerating 
bhang in water and adding ghee. The mixture 
is boiled, The ghee extract is separated, sweetened, 
and flavoured and coloured and allowed to cake in 
flat dishes, 


Yunani hakims prescribe a majum containing. 
mace, myrobylans of all kinds, senna, ginger, musk, 
almonds, pistachio nuts, opium (in the proportion 
of 1 tola of each to the seer of bhang), the basis 
being honey, syrup, or molasses. The majum is 
said to improve digestion, keep the prime via in 
order, give a Aira: tone to the system, and to 
act as an aphrodisiac, 


Dhatura is used as an adulterant by retail 
vendors of prepared bhang. Many consumers. of 
bhang are opium eaters. Very rarely opium is 
mixed with bhang. Some butchers in. Karachi 
use the two together with a view to increase virile 
power and prolong sexual intercourse. 


Ordinary bhang massala of the bazar contains 
poppy and hemp seeds, sugar, black pepper, carda- 
mons, almonds, rose petals, water-melon seeds, and 
coriander, mace, and nutmeg are added in the cold 
water. Sometimes bhang is prepared in milk, 

30. The drugs are chiefly consumed in company. 
Bhang may be drunk in solitude; but charas and 
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ganja are mainly if not invariably, smoked in 
company. The drugs are chiefly consumed by 
males. The proportion of consumers appear to be 
greatest between the ages of 16 and 30 than at 
other a Females and children do not usually 
indulge in them. Prostitutes may use the dru 
in one form or another, Females in the interesting 
condition and children are given bhang by their 
relations to induce sleep. I have seen a few 
children 7 and 8 years old and boys from 10 to 
14 smoking charas and ganja. 


31. The habit of consuming the drugs is easily 
formed. It is difficult to break off the habit in 
the cases of ganja and charas chiefly. There is a 
greater tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
mto the excessive in the case of, young adults 
moving chiefly in bad company. In the case of 
bhang and ganja the habit develops into the 
excessive after a comparatively greater length of 
time than in the case of charas, 


32. During the hot weather months the Hindus 
leave in various parts of the city earthenware pots 
containing weak bhang, Bhang is also called 
Shiva booti, because it was the favourite drink of 
Shiva, and on the holiday Shivaratra the above 
practice of allowing people to drink bhang from 
pots placed in various parts of the town is usually 
followed, The custom is not a strictly religious 
one. At Hindu weddings it is usual to offer visit- 
ors and friends bhang ; but it is quite optional for 
them to drink it or not. The consumption can be 
generally regarded as temperate. It is usual for 
those who have already acquired the habit to con- 
sume bhang at such times and places. 


33, The better class of Hindus and Muham- 
madans regard the consumption, especially of ganja 
and charas, with great aversion and disgust, They 
consider the indulgence a vice, knowing that the 
drugs will be the ultimate ruin and degradation of 
the individuals consuming them ; and if they have 
a friend or relation, they will feel ashamed to have 
any connection with him, and try to dissuade him 
from indulging in any of the drugs, 

34, It would not be a serious privation to the 
consumers, even in the case of bhang, to forego the 
consumption, except perhaps in the case of habitual 
excessive consumers whose minds and bodies are 
enslaved to either ganja or charas, They might 


suffer from mental excitement if the drugs were | 


completely withheld. 


In a population of 100,000 there would be 
roughly 4,000 bhang drinkers and 1,000 each of 
ganja and charas smokers, 


35, It might be feasible to prohibit the use of 
charasand probably ganja. The former can be pre- 
vented from being imported. The growth of the 
plants can be restricted. The sale of the drugs, ex- 
cept by chemists, can be rendered penal, and the con- 
sumers, except under medical advice, can be made 
liable to punishment. 


The prohibition I do not fancy would cause any 
serious discontent; neither do I think that an 
discontent would amount to a political danger. 
do not consider that prohibition would be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 


36. I have no reason to believe that alcohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituted for ganja 
and charas. The better class of Hindus who have 
of late taken to alcohol may give up bhang for 
brandy. 

37, Charas smoking produces almost  instan- 
taneous effects, ganja smoking some time after- 
wards ; whereas the drinking of bhang produces 


effects gradually and after a greater length of 
time, 


39. The smoking of ganja and charas I con- 
sider more harmful to the system than the drink- 
ing of bhang or even the eating of ganja, for the 
reason that there is absorption, both rapid and in 
large quantities, of the deleterious cannabis into 
the system, 


40, Yunani hakims generally prescribe bhang 
to alleviate pain as in orchitis, in which bhang 
soaked in water and mixed with nux vomica is 
applied to the testes. In neuralgic affections of 
the eyes bhang is both applied and instilled. Weak 
bhang is given internally in gonorrhwa, It is 
also prescribed, mixed with curds, in dysentery. 

Bhang and a pill containing ganja and black 
pepper are also given to prolong coitus, 

I do not know if charas is prescribed, by any 
class of native doctors. I cannot say that any 
of the drugs are used in cattle disease, 


41, Ido not consider the moderate use of ganja 
and charas to be beneficial in any way. 

Bhang may be taken as a digestive, a cupful 
of weak bhang being taken immediately or a 
little before meals by moderate habitual consumers. 


42. I certainly consider the moderate habitual 
use of ganja and charas to be harmful.—zczde an- 
swer to questions 45 and 46, 


43, Usually they are. 


44, The immediate effects in the case of bhang 
are cooling and refreshing, but subsequently, and 
in the case of charas and ganja immediately; a 
sensation of warmth, with general dryness and 
heaviness of the head, and intoxication result, 
Bhang creates appetite. Ganja and charas do 
so in the case of beginners. It is not uncommon 
for the moderate consumer of either of the two 
latter drugs to forget his food, although if once 
he starts eating he may do so ravenously, The 
effects in the case of bhang last on the average 
from 2} to 4 hours; in the case of ganja and 
charas from 4 to 5 or 6 hours. I do not know 
if moderate habitual indulgence in bhang produces 
any special after-effects, Unpleasant after-effects 
are not uncommon among ganja and charas 
smokers, characterised by Janguor, yawning, idle- 
ness and general weakness, The want of subse- 
quent indulgence produces a craving toa greater 
extent in the cases of charas and ganja than in 
the case of bhang. 


45 and 46, The habitual moderate use of ganja 
and charas acts injuriously upon the constitution 
physically, mentally, and morally ; more so the 
excessive indulgence of all the hemp drugs. 

Hemp drugs chiefly act upon the brain; produc- 
ing pleasurable excitement and intoxication with 
hallucinations. The individual, fantying himself 
in paradise, is happy and contented with himself 
and his surroundings, He laughs, sings, libidin- 
ous ideas are frequent in his head; the appetite 
is at first increased. These sensations are followed 
by sleep. 

The pleasurable sensation§ and Hallucinations 
lead to constant indulgence, and in large doses 
of the drugs; the pleasing sensations become 
gradually Jess marked, the individual remaining 
in a state of stupor. He becomes anzmic, pale, 
dusky in hue, debilitated, the eyesight fails, the 
eyelids droop; bronchitis, and especially asthma, 
are noticed in habitual consumers, chiefly of charas ; 
the appetite fails ; the individual becomes sluggish, 
idJe, suffers from forgetfulness, the mind deterio- 
rates, the person does not attend his work regularly, 
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does it by fits and starts, and ultimately leaves 
it off. Persons of the labouring and artisan classes 
turn beggars and fakirs, infesting mosques, burial 
grounds and the like. Thorough physical and 
mental debasement ensues. Excessive venery and 
prolonged sexual intercourse, leading to ultimate 
impotence are common, Religious mania and 
dementia may follow. 


There is also evidence to show that hemp drugs 
produce acute mania with homicidal violence, acute 
me'ancholia with attempted suicide, and chronic 
dementia. Persons have a!so been known to have 
run amuck with or without motive. 


The insanity is temporary in the case of acute 
mania generally. I know of a young Muhammadan 
who had to be kept under restraint, having be- 
come the subject of acute mania from habitual 
excessive indulgence in the drug. Heis now well ; 
but still infests burial grounds to indulge in the 
poison in large doses. 


In cases where dementia supervenes recovery is 
not probable ; both my cases are still dementic. 
1 do not know of any typical symptoms when 
persons become insane from indulgence in hemp 
drugs, 


In the cases known to me, so far as I was able 
to make out, there was no mental anxiety or brain 
diseace leading to indulgence in charas. I do not 
know of any evidence to indicate that insanity may 
often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp drugs 
by a person who is deficient in self-control through 
weakened intellect, 


48, I know of only one instance in which the 
whole family (sweeper caste) indulge in charas in 
Jarge doses. 


49. Hemp drugs are used for their aphro- 
disiac properties. Prostitutes also use them for 
this reason. Often the drugs are indulged in 
because they prolong sexual coitus, The strain 
upon the nervous system is sure to increase the 
evil effects of the drugs. I cannot say that the 
moderate use of hemp drugs tends to produce 
impotence, 

50. Habitual excessive use tends to 


: produce 
impotence, 


51. The habitual moderate consumers, chiefly 
of charas, are bad characters, loafers, vagabonds, 
thieves, shop lifters, ete. 

53. Yes, cases have been recorded. 

54, Yes. 


55. Yes, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture, 


Oral evidence. 


_ Questzon 1.—I passed in 1882, and was Travel- 
hng Analyst for Government up to 1884, and was 
Lecturer in Hyderabad (Sind) Medical School, and 
practised privately. I have practised in Karachi 
since 1834, I was appointed Health Officer in 
1389. _ Since then my duties have left me little 
time for practice, I have no special experience in 
insanity, My answers are based partly on personal 
experience and partly on reliable information. The 
answers dealing with effects are mainly based on 
personal experience, chiefly during the last four 
years. They refer exclusively to the town of 
Karachi, not to any experience I have had in the 
country. My study of the subject may be re- 
garded as confined to the town of Karachi. 
had my attention specially directed to this subject 
by receiving the questions of the Commission. 


Before that I gave this no more attention than 
other medical subjects, 


I have 








Question 29.—I have been shown the seeds of 


dhatura in a small bag in the shop of a vendor, and 
he told me he used them to mix with bhang. 
result is that the mixture is stronger without in- 
creasing the cost. 
tion of dhatura used. I understood that he 


The 


He did not give me the propor- 
gene- 
raily used it, I have not ascertained whether this 
is done by any other vendor, The seeds were 
pounded up wit the bhang which is kept ready 
for drinking. When I got this question, I made 
enquiries and found out this man. I do not think 
the practice is general. I visited several shops, 
but could not obtain further information. I know 
of no other way in which dhatura is mixed with 
hemp drugs. Nor do I know of any other power- 
ful drugs (such as opium) being so used. There 
are many shops (I should say more than six) selling 
made-up liquid bhang in Karachi. The consumer 
would not know that there was dhatura in his 
bhang drink unless he were told. 


Question 30,—It is rare for such young children 
to use the drugs; but I have seen it, They are 
generally poor low Muhammadans, The debauchee 
parent gives the drug to the child. 


Question 84,—My statement about the possibi- 
lity of mental excitement from deprivation of the 
drug is purely matter of opinion. It has no basis 
in experience, 


Questions 45 and 46.—The effects here described 
(after paragraph 1) refer to both moderate and ex- 
cessive use in part. It is difficult to draw a defi- 
nite line between moderate and excessive use. 
They merge into one another. But generally speak- 
ing the results from paragraph 3 onwards are of 
excessive use, though with some constitutions the 
moderate use might cause them. 


I base my remarks on personal experience, I 
have visited the haunts of the mawadlds (or debau- 
chees). I have followed out some of these cases 
(seen in these haunts) and made definite enquiry 
regarding them. Some were persons I had known 
before, There are four cases of insanity which I 
have specially watched, and of which I know the 
details. I have dealt with none of them profes- 
sionally. I have enquired into them with the 
object of bringing them before the notice of the 
Commission. I believe I have enquired into the 
history of these cases as carefully as I should have 
done had they been before me professionally, I 
had formed no opinion as to the evil of the drugs. 
A Sub-Inspector of nuisances under me showed me 
the cases. None of them had been in the asylum. 
They were all Muhammadans, Three of them 
have no relations; and one has a mother and 
brother, I understand that they were once all 
earning an honest livelihood, but became wrecks by 
the use of the drugs. There are three—stithat—— 
Karachi; one has gone. These three are still 
insane, I never knew any of these men before this 
inguiry. They were only shown to me in the 


course of this inquiry, and I enquired into their 
cases, 


A, a Muhammadan, 24 years of age, commenced 
smoking charas at the age of 16. His mother and 
brother are both alive and told me so. They said 
that. he got into the habit by associating with the 
mawalis, who resort to burial grounds to smoke. 
He also told me himself in his lucid intervals. He 
was a working man. I do not know his oceupa- 
tion. He got into bad company and left off work 
completely, This was at Jeast three years ago, at 
least a year before his first attack. I am told he 
had an attack of acute mania two years ago, which 
lasted six months, during which time he was kept 
in restraint. He was not treated but was cured, 
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He resumed his old habits and had a relapse five 
days before I left for Bombay to appear here, He 
had apparently purposely lighted his mattress and 
burned himself in a fit of madness on the Sunday 
before my departure (which was last Thursday). 
I saw him the next day. He was then incoherent 
and confused. I saw that both his legs were 
burned. My Sub-Inspector knew he had been mad 
six months, as stated above. I don’t know whether 
this company, in which this man was, had other 
vices or not. They were associated because the 

were all bad characters, birds of a feather ; but 1 
cannot say that it was an association for charas 
smoking. They are not spirit drinkers, They 
may have been given to sexual excess; very pro- 
bably this man was. I have never seen any one 
smoke dhatura. I did not ask whether they used 
it, The man’s father is dead. I donot know 
what he died of, The mother said there was no 
insanity in the family. I don’t know what was 
the condition of the boy when he began the drug; 
but I was told he was healthy. That information 
is reliable, I think. This isa case of mania. He 
was introduced to me as a case of insanity which 
had occurred eighteen months ago ; and I enquired 


into the case from him and saw the mother as well. 
I did not enquire into heredity in the sense of go- 
ing back any generations, I simply asked the 
mother if there was insanity in the family ; and she 
said “no.” The use of the drug in this case may 
have been both the exciting and predisposing cause, 
That is, the effects of the drug predisposed the 
patient to the insanity which was subsequently set 
up by the drug. 


I have had no experience in inquiries into in- 
sanity. I think it may have been a defect in my 
inquiry not to go fully into heredity ; possibly also 
not to enquire into dhatura, which I believe may 
cause insanity. I also think that sexual excess 
may be a cause of insanity ; but I had not consi- 
dered this. I had not excluded all other causes ; 
but I still think that charas smoking was the cause 
of insanity. This is the case of the Muhammadan 
referred to in the sixth paragraph of my printed 
answer, 


The inquiries into the other three cases are simi- 
lar in their conditions. I could hardly obtain as 
full information in them as in this case; for there 
were no relatives, 





25. Evidence of Maxupum Dost MonamMreD Maxkapum FazuL MouAamMen, 
Zamindar, Bubak, Karachi. 


1, I have no personal experience. I do not take 
bhang, etc. I make the following statement from 
inquiries made from other persons. 

2, The names given here are the same as those 
which I am accustomed to. 


3. Bhang is cultivated in abundance in Bubak, 
taluka Sehwan, district Karachi, but does not grow 
spontaneously, 


4, In this province this name alone is known, 
and no other name. 


5, This question is not applicable to Sind. 


6. The wild plant does not grow here. 
I seen it. 


Nor have 


7, Bhang is cultivated in Sind. 

(2) Ganja is not prepared in Sind. 

() Charas is not prepared in Sind. 

(c) The hemp plant is used for bhang in Sind. 


(2) It is not cultivated for its fibres, but for 
its seeds and for the drink which is made from 
it. It is abundant in Tapa Bubak. 


8. The cultivated area is neither increasing nor 
decreasing, It is stationary. 


9. The land is first irrigated, then ploughed, then 
seeds are scattered over it ; when the crop grows to 
some height, it is cleared of weeds and manured. 
This procedure continues till it grows knee-high ; 
afterwards, before it grows to its complete height, 
the male plants are cut off. After arriving at its 
proper height it produces seeds. The stalks are 
then reaped and spread out to dry. The stalks are 
beaten, and then they are separated from the leaves 
by winnowing. The seeds are reserved for planting 
again and the bhang is sold to farmers. 


10. Hemp cultivators form no special class, 
They are of the same class as other agricutural 
cultivators. 


11. This is not applicable to this province, 


12. I know nothing about this, and no one in 
this province knows where it is prepared. 


13. There is none in this province. I do not 
vol. vii. 


know anything of it in the place where it is pro- 
duced. 


14, About 4,000 maunds of bhang only are pro- 
duced in Bubak, taluka Sehwan. 


15. The mode of cultivating bhang is shown in 
my answer to question 9, but the wild hemp plant 
does not grow here. It is neither smoked nor eaten 
in Sind. So I cannot give the required difference. 


16. It is prepared in houses and fields and can 
be prepared wherever it is cultivated. I know 
nothing about the wild bhang. 


17, Hindus cultivate and prepare bhang. 


18. I know nothing of charas and ganja, but: 
bhang deteriorates by keeping long. It loses its 
effect in course of time. It keeps good for twelve 
mouths, after which it gets weak ; after two years 
it loses all its effects. There is no special measure 
taken to prevent deterioration. 

19, Note-—As ganja and charas are not prepared 
in this province, the difference cannot be shown. 

It is used for smoking and is imported from other 
countries, 

20. No special class of people drinks or smokes 
it. People of all classes are habituated to it and 
useit, The éitanas of Hindus and dairas (inns) of 
Mussalmans are the principal places where it is used. 

21 and 22, I do not know. 


23. Bhang is not used here for smoking, so I 
can give no particulars, 

24, (2) Bhang is not eaten. 

(2) It is drunk. 


No special places are appointed and no special 
class use it. People buy it from the licensed shops 
and use it. 


25. It is now increasing ; formerly people were 
more religious, now they are losing all their scru- 
ples. Formerly people had great fear under Mu- 
hammadan rule, but now being habituated to the 
use of hemp drugs, the number is increasing. 

26. No accurate information can be obtained re- 
garding these, 

2B 


______ discontent would subside. 
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27. Generally fakirs use intoxicating drugs. 
Bhang is the root of all hemp drugs. First people 
learn bhang drinking, thence they are led on to 
take other drugs, 


28. (a) Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
spend 4 anna daily, and excessive drinkers drink 
bhang 7g to } of a seer daily. 

(cz) Moderate bhang consumers drink 2 tolas, 

(4) Excessive bhang consumers consume 8 tolas. 

29, I do not know. 


31, The habit of drinking bhang is easily con- 
tracted, and it leads to excess, and then it is diffi- 
cult to break off the habit. It would not be diffi- 
cult to prohibit it in the case of beginners at the 
habit. 


32, None of these drugs is allowed under the 
Mussalman law. But among Hindus certain reli- 
gious fakirs use bhang and consider it lawful. 


33, The use of these drugs is generally regarded 
as bad, and generally their use is in disrepute. 
For a man when intoxicated loses his senses. I do 
not know it positively, but I do not think any sect 
worships the hemp plant. 


84, At first there will be much inconvenience, 
but giving it up will cause no injury, for the in- 
toxicating drug does not satisfy hunger; it only 
gives temporary relief. I cannot give the exact 
numbers, but many fakirs would be inconvenienced. 


35. Prohibition could be effected by Government 
if an Act were passed prohibiting the use of any 
of these drugs. Such a prohibition will at first 
cause discontent among the consumers, but such 
It would involve loss 
of revenue to Government, The prohibition would 
not be followed by recourse being had to alcoholic 
stimulants, etc. I cannot, however, speak with 
confidence. 

36 and 37. I do not know. 


38 and 39, I could not obtain any information 
on this point. 


40. This drug is not prescribed as necessary by 
Greek physicians, nor should I think of prescrib- 
ing it generally. 

41, The habitual use is not beneficial in its effect, 
but the occasional use gives a temporary benefit. 
T am speaking only of bhang. 


42. Bhang, if moderately used, is not injurious, 
but ganja and charas are injurious, For the in- 










toxicating effects of bhang are less than those of 
the other two. 


43. No. 
44, It is refreshing. It produces intoxication. 


It creates appetite. Its effects last for 3 hours. 
It produces longing if it cannot be obtained. 


45, (About bhang alone.) It produces physical 
energy. It produces noxious effects in morality. 
At first the appetite is lost. It produces habits of 
immorality and debauchery, 


It may deaden the intellect. It does not produce 


asthma, It produces temporary insanity in many 
cases, I know nothing more, 


46. I do not know. 


47, I have never heard of its being hereditary, 


and no effects are visible in the children of parents 
who consume it. 


48, I cannot get sufficient information. 


49, I have no experience. Prostitutes do use it. 
It is commonly known that excessive use of it for 
that purpose ends by destroying manly power, 

50. I cannot obtain any information, 


51. One who has experience will be able to say. 
It is the root of all vice, 


52. I do not know. 


53. It is very probable that it leads to the com- 
mission of offences, 


54, One occasionally hears so, 

55, It may be so. 

56. I cannot say anything about it. 

57. I do not know. 

58 and 53, I cannot say any thing about it. 
60 and 61. It is not produced in this province. 


62. The control exercised by Government on the 
cultivation of bhang is sufficient, 


68 and 64, I have no objections, 
65. I cannot say anything about it. 
66, I do not know. 

67. I cannot say anything. 


68. There are such shops, and they are licensed, 
I cannot say anything further. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted, 
nor do I think it necessary that public opinion 
should be considered. 


70, I do not know. 





26. Evidence of Sera Visuinnas Ninarcuann, Zamindar, Merchant, and Oon- 
tractor, Manjoo, Karachi. 


1, I have an experience of thirty-five years. And I | 
am a Zamindar, contractor, and merchant. My 
tenants cultivate bhang in certain portions of my 
land. Many classes of people work under me, among 
whom there are many consumers of hemp drugs, 
and I observe their habits of smoking and drinking, 
I have experience of tikanas, dharamsalas, dewaras, 
madhis, and otaras, where these drugs are exten- 
sively used, and of persons using them in the above 
places and of the consequences resulting from them, 
Fakirs and saints (religious devout persons) are 
often my guests. I have observed them using 
these drugs, and gained experience from personal 
observations, Except on rare occasions, I have one 
or two physicians always working under me, who 
treat. those persons whom I employ under me, and 
other physicians are often my guests, I have 


gathered some information from them too. More- 
over, I have gathered this information from observ- 
ing the habits of consumers of these drugs in my 
village and in other towns and from enquiries from 
others, 


2, Dr. Prain’s report that in India three narcotic 
articles are obtained from hemp is correct, and the 
modes of preparing them as detailed by him are 
also generally true. But in addition to the names 
of, bhang given by him, it is known by other names 
also, as the plant of Shiva, sai, akoi. But these 
names are not given to the dry leaves of the plant, 
as mentioned by Dr. Prain. The names sai and 
sabzi are given to the pounded and wet leaves of 
bhang. But the names akoi, pali, and Shiva plant 
are given to the dry leaves of the plant; Shiva 
plant and siddhi have the same signification; 
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bhangro is produced from the hemp plant. Dr, 
Prain’s words “ whether cultivated or not culti- 
vated” are not applicable, The words “stahding 
or fallen” should be substituted. The mode of 
preparing charas, as described by Dr. Prain, is 
correct. The active principle of the hemp plant, 
when distilled, forms charas, The manufacturers of 
charas distil bhang, ganja and flowers very dexter- 
ously, and prepare charas out of it. Charas is 
formed in balis, but it is not prepared in Sind ; but 
prepared charas is imported into Sind for use here 
from the Punjab and Kandahar. Merchants send 
for it for trade purposes. It is correct. Ganja 
consists of the dried flowering tops of cultivated 
female hemp plants. The female hemp plant does 
not produce seeds, Dr. Prain is wrong in saying 
that the formation of seeds is prevented by the 
destruction of all the male plants, that is to say, 
the cultivated male plant does not produce seeds. 
The varieties of ganja as manufactured from the 
hemp plant, and the modes of their preparation and 
their varieties as given by Dr. Prain, are correct. 
These varieties are made in the manner described. 
But all these varieties are not prepared in Sind, but 
are imported into Sind for consumption here from 
Cutch and Sholapur, Barsee, and other places, 
Merchants send for them for trade purposes. In 
addition to the above, another variety of ganja is 
prepared from the hemp plant in Sind. The tops 
are called ghundis, These ghundis in size are 
equal to small ears of corn. These ghundis are 
smoked as ganja by many people. Their intoxicat- 
ing effects are the same as that of ganja, but a 
little less, and they are called ghundi ganja. 


The different names by which these products are 
known in Sind are given above. 


3. The hemp plant grows spontaneously only in 
the Kohistan part of Sind. It grows there because 
of the heavy rainfall. Kohistan is a mountainous 
tract on the western side of the districts of Karachi 
and Shikarpur. But in Kohistan the wild plant 
grows in certain tracts only and not everywhere. 
Moreover, in any damp place or on the edges of 
hollows, where rain water lodges, and in other places 


____seeds of the hemp plant accidentally thrown or left 


there by bhang drinkers, who may have pounded 
the leaves and drunk it there, spring up when any 
rain falls on them; but these scattered plants are 


8. There has been an inrease inthe area under 
hemp cultivation, The reasons are that population 
has increased. 


9, At first the land is ploughed, cleared of 
weeds, and then manured. If it is new land it is 
manured, Seed is then scattered over it and it is 
watered. The plants attain full growth in four 
months, after which they are reaped and spread 
out to dry in places set apart forthe purpose. Then 
the plants are beaten, and the leaves and seeds are 
separated and the stalks are thrown away. The 
smaller ghundis are mixed with bhang, and the big 
ghundis are separated and kept apart to be used as 
ganja. The stalks are steeped in water for about 
15 days, after which they are taken out, and then 
they begin to yield fibres. A certain quantity of 
seed is kept for use for sowing for next crop. The 
rest is kept for sale, etc. Those who plant these 
plants for their own consumption do so on the 
edges of watercourses and use the bhang among 
themselves, They sometimes draw out fibres from 
the stalks, out of which they prepare cords and 
ropes for their cattle. 


10, The cultivators of the hemp plant do not 
belong to any special class, They are of the same 
class as other agricultural cultivators. 


11, They are not raised from the seed of the 
wild hemp, It is not customary to cultivate plants 
for the production of ganja. 

12. Not in Sind, so I have learnt from inquir- 
les, it appears that the wild plant is cultivated 
to produce ganja, The tops of the wild plant form 
ghundi ganja, which, however, is not used in trade, 

18, The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
bhang or ganja is restricted in Sind to the follow- 
ing extent. 


The cultivator cannot plant it without the per- 
mission of the Revenue Officers. ‘This restriction 
extends to the whole of Sind. No district is free. 
Evenwith restrictions the cultivation is common to all 
districtswiththe permission of Revenue Officers. But 
those cultivators who have no intention of cultivating 
it for sale purposes do so along with other cultiva- 
tion and consume its produce (whether ganja, or 
bhang, or ghundi) for their own use. They pre- 
pare ropes out of the fibres of the hemp, and use 





often eaten by cattle. 

4, (1) Bhang, (2) patti, (8) sabzi, (4) sai, (5) 
siddhi, (6) Shiva plant, (7) akoi—all these names 
apply to the same plant. But the hill plant which 
grows spontaneously is called ako. 

5. I have had no opportunity of observing these 
circumstances, 

6. The wild plant grows scattered, and not as 
dense as the cultivated bhang, the reason being 
cultivated bhang is ixrigated and gets all the water 
that it requires, whereas the wild bhang gets no 
certain supply of water. 


7. In Sind the hemp plant is cultivated— 

(a) to produce ghundi ganja ; 

(5) not for the production of charas ; 

(c) for use as bhang ; 

(d) for fibres and seeds. 

The fibres are called hemp sinee (fibres), 

The hemp plant is cultivated inall parts and 
districts of Sind. 


But charas is not made from the Sind hemp 
plant for sale as charas; but in cases in which 
fakirs cannot get charas, they prepare charas from 
it and use it themselves. 
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tion of the plant for such purposes is not restricted, 
There is no part of Sind in which hemp plant can- 
not be cultivated, All the lands used for agricul- 
ture can be used for cultivating hemp. Some 
lands might produce abundant bhang and others 
scanty bhang. I have had no opportunity of en- 
quiring into the special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, elevation above sea level, etc, 


14, In Sind all the three products are prepared, 
but bhang is prepared to a considerable extent ; 
while ganja is prepared in small quantities, and 
charas In small quantities, Still bhang is prepared 
from the plant in all places ; ghundi ganja is pre- 
pared in small quantities, but charas is not, 


15. (1) Bhang.—Some persons eat raw leaves ; 
others break the leaves in their hands and then eat 
them, The effects of these are equally intoxi- 
cating ; but these modes are resorted to by wild 
people and persons addicted greatly to intoxicating 
drugs and they are greatly intoxicated by those 
processes. The ordinary process is to clear it of 
weeds, soak it in water, wash it well, then to pound 
it, mix water with it, sift it through piece of cloth, 
and then drink it; some drink thm, and others 
thick bhang. The refuse is called yoy. Some 
poor men eat the jog in order to become intoxi- 
cated ; and bhang pounded and mixed with water 
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and thick in appearance is called pounded bhang, 
and bhang so prepared is then called panga, 
Pounded bhang mixed with water and sifted, 
whether thick or thin, is by Hindus called sudo, 
The Mussalmans also callit by the same name ; 
some call it sai; others call it pounded plant. 
This is the process which is most commonly 
adopted. The seeds and leaves of the plant are 
used as medicines in many diseases. It would be 
tedious to enumerate all; but suffice it to say that 
majums (stimulating preparations) are made from 
it. 

(2) Ganja,—The ghundi ganja which is prepared 
in Sind is pounded and drunk in the same way as 
described above, and is also smoked as ganja is. 
Ghundis are distilled, and the essence is used as 
charas by some fakirs, But no charas is prepared 
in Sind for trade purposes. The processes given 
above can be distinguished, 


16, Bhang is not generally prepared in houses, 
but if people want it they can do so in their houses, 
and some do so. Bhang can be prepared wherever 
the plant is standing. Ghundi ganja can be 
prepared wherever the wild plant grows, and is 
smoked to pass the time. But charas requires 
some skill to prepare it. 

17. In Sind no special classes of people make 
these preparations. 


18. All the three drugs deteriorate by keeping 
long. They keep good for the first six months after 
harvesting and produce intoxication, In the next 
six months their intoxicating effects diminish; after 
twelve months ganja and charas generally lose 
their effect, and they are not used except in rare 
cases, After the lapse of twelve months the 
intoxicating effects of bhang also diminish; but 
such bhang is very willingly used by well-to-do 
persons, According to physicians in Sind the 
effects of old bhang are cooling, and it is beneficial 
in cases of syphilis, and old bhang is very useful 
in other diseases, which are produced by excessive 
heat, These drugs can keep good longer if they 
are not much exposed. ‘There is no means of pre- 
venting deterioration. In my opinion, from ex- 
perience, I should say that all the products of the 
soil must grow old and lose their effect by time, 


19. In Sind ganja and charas are used for smok- 
ing only and for no other purpose. Nor have I 
learnt from enquiries made that they are used for 
any purpose other than smoking; but in excep- 
tional cases, where it is difficult to get bhang, 
persons addicted to these drugs pound and drink 
ganja in place of bhang. This is rather an excep- 
tion thana rule. Therefore no accurate estimate 
can be made, 


20, Persons of all classes smoke ganja and 
charas ; but some classes, a limited portion of them, 
use it in moderation, and others, and a considerable 
portion of them, use it extensively. I have had no 
occasion to enquire what portions of each class use 
ganja and charas, Persons of means smoke the 
drugs in their houses, and poor Hindu persons 
smoke them in tikanas and dewaras, and Mussal- 
mans do so in otaras and dewaras. In big towns 
they are smoked in special places established for the 
purpose, Besides there are charas and ganja 
houses, where poor persons and labourers can smoke 
the drugs on payment. But fakirs and labourers 
have charas and ganja always ready with them, 
and have also got handy the pipe in which they are 


smoked, so that they can use them wherever they 
feel inclined. 


21, Flat and round ganja produce similar effects, 
and they are equally popular, Chur ganja con- 
sists of pieces of c1umbs and is not liked, They 
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are not used in different localities, Every kind of 
ganja is smoked in the same way. 


22, No charas is made in Sind for trade pur- 
poses. Generally foreign charas is used for sale pur- 
poses. One kind is imported from the Punjab and 
is much preferred, and the Kandahari charas is less 
liked, 


23, Bhang is commonly used for drinking ; but 
those who are strongly addicted to intoxicating 
drinks, such as Gooshees, Brohees, Pathans, Hindu 
and Mussalman fakirs smoke bhang mixed with 
tobacco when they cannot get ganja or charas for 
smoking}; but this practice is very rare. 


24. People of all classes in Sind drink bhang, 
and roaming Hindu fakirs and owners of tikanas 
and dharamsalas, and Mussalman fakirs at otaras, 
and about one-third of other classes drink it, 
Hindus drink it at appointed times as a religious 
drink or swkho, Certain mawalis (persons strongly 
addicted to intoxicating drugs) sometimes eat 
bhang. This has been touched upon in question 
15. Men first pound it, mix water with it, and 
sift and then drink it in the hot weather as a cool- 
ing drink. Persons of means mix almonds, suc- 
cory, aniseed, coriander, other seeds, and sugarcandy 
or sugar with it as stimulants, and pound all to- 
gether and drink the mixture. And Mussalmans, 
although prohibited the use of bhang by their 
religion, often use it for its beneficial effects. 


25, The use of all the three drugs is on the 
increase. The following reasons have, in my opin- 
ion, contributed to this fact :— 


(1) The population has increased. 


(2) The present generation is more fashionable 
and more showy than the last generation, 


(3) The use of liquor has also inereased, and 
the contagion has spread to bhang drinkers too, 


26. Few persons eat bhang. This has been 


touched upon in question 15. 


28. (a) One-fourth of a tola of bhang per day. 
(b) From one tola to 20 tolas bhang. 


(2) Charas, and ganja. From quarter of a 
tola to3 or 4 tolas per day daily. Cost to each 
cannot be estimated, for there are no uniform 
rates ; hence the quantities alone are given. 


29, The following ingredients are mixed with 
bhang. By poor people aniseed, succory, and 
coriander, and such other cheap drugs, By rich 
persons, in addition to the above, oily substances, 
sugarcandy, almonds, cardamons, and such other 
strengthening ingredients, all are pounded together 
and diunk, Butit is not customary to do so. The 
above ingredients are only mixed occasionally. 
Bhang seeds are always pounded with the leaves. 


Ganja and charas are smoked with tobacco ; 
dhatura is not ordinarily mixed with bhang. 
Dhatura is a strong narcotic. Strong drinkers 
(who are very few), if they find that bhang and 
other ingredients do not produce sufficient intoxi- 
cation, drink and smoke dhatura ; and fakirs too, 
who induce the people to give their charities, eat 
the raw leaves and pods of dhatura. This is done 
to gull the people into the belief that they are 
Sidhs, as they can eat raw dhatura without injury. 
Bhang, if mixed with dhatura and drunk, produces 
excessive intoxication, and a man in that state 
loses all consciousness and all cense, Dhatura is a 
strong narcotic, but it has no connection with hemp 
drugs. 


80, All details about the consumption of these 


energy. 
that these narcotics are beneficial, and they take 
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drugs are given in question 28. The sukho drink, 
which is made from bhang, is used by all Hindus— 
men, women, and boys, young and old; but on all 
those occasions which are mentioned in question 82, 
and under other circumstances also, pounded bhang 
is drunk by old men in moderate quantities, less by 
youth, and still less by boys and women—in fact, 
very rarely by women, All classes drink it, and it 
is used as a sleeping dose in the case of infants, 


31. Those persons who take them occasionally 


for their beneficial results never contract habits of | 


excess. Those who always take them for their 
benefits fall into habits of excess, But even these 
can break off the habit if they do not find them 
beneficial, They can do soif they are strong- 
minded, but those who are not of strong resolution 
cannot give up the habit. Labourers, if even 
habituated to the use of the drugs, cannot break it 
off; for if they do so, they cannot work with 

Heavy drinkers and fakirs are convinced 





them with pleasure, 


It will be difficult for such to 
break off the habit. 


Those who drink or smoke them as a luxury 
and as an aphrodisiac get into a habit, and as they 
cannot have sexual pleasure without taking them, 
they cannot leave them off. But it is not the 
case that the practice of consuming the drugs is 
daily increasing. They are only the foolish and 
dull-witted who get into a stronger habit by taking 
these as an aphrodisiac; and there are other well- 
behaved persons who begin by taking a small 
quantity and stick to that quantity throughout. 
But those who take them as a luxury go on in- 
creasing the quantity, and at last lose all pleasure 
and sink into excesses, 


32. Bhang alone out of the three products is 
pounded, mixed with water, and sifted and then 
drunk. This drink is called by Hindus sukho, 
and sugareandy or sugar is often mixed with it. 
This sukho is used both for social and religious 
purposes, such as on marriage occasions, and at the 
meetings of panchayets, bands of religious singing 
parties, and on new and full moons, and on occa- 
sions of removing to newly-built houses, and at 
betrothals : on these occasions the sukho is distri- 
buted to all men and boys present. It thus forms 
a social duty among Hindus to use bhang ; besides 
it is prepared when the reading of the Granth (the 
holy book of Guru Nanak) is completed in tikanas, 
and also it is necessary to prepare sukho, and dis- 
tribute it on vigils and in madhis, Sanyasis call 
bhang the plant of Shiva (god), and use it as if 
bound by duty to do so. Such distributions are 
always moderate and never excessive. _ No one can 





get into a habit of drink ) the abov 
customs, and such occasional] uses are never injurious, 
as very little is given to suis (those who never 
take any narcotic), and they are bound to take 
something. 


33. The use of sukho is never considered bad, 
for it is only used in moderation, is religious, and 
otherwise beneficial. In my opinion bhang 1s a 
necessity, for it is used at most religious and social 
gatherings, and its moderate use 1s beneficial. I 
do not think the use of bhang or charas or ganja 
is in disrepute. These narcotics are at any rate 
better than alcoholic drinks, as far I have seen the 
baneful effects of the latter. When such violent 
drinks as alcoholic drinks are in use, how can the 
use of these drugs (which are less expensive) be 
held in disrepute ? ' 

The hemp plant is not worshipped in Sind, but 
is called the plant of Shiva (god), and Mussalmans 










who are prohibited the use of any narcotic call it 
the “humble plant.” 


34, Habitual consumers would, indeed, be incon- 
venienced if they had to forego the use of any 
of thesedrugs, Itisa well-known fact, and it is not 
necessary to give any reasons for it. Yet I give 
some parallel cases. Persons habituated to use in 
heat will be really enfeebled if they can get only 
jawari or bajri for food. When one’s constitution 
suffers by changing one kind of food for another, it 
is not likely that consumers of narcotic dru 
would not be inconvenienced by breaking off the 
habit. I have had no opportunities of ascertaining 
the probable number of each class, 


35, The use of any of these drugs cannot be pro- 
hibited, The drug would be illicitly consumed. 
There is no likelihood of such a prohibition being 
enforced. The prohibition would undoubtedly occa- 
sion discontent among the consumers. Besides, it 
would cause so much loss of revenue to Govern- 
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ment, The discontented would cause much dis- 
turbance, and would dislike the Government, The 
prohibition would not be followed by recourse to 
aleoholic drinks or other drugs. There would be 
a great many complaints if the use were prohibited, 
and people would use it ilheitly, which again would 
lead to the commission of more offences, 


36, In my opinion alcohol is not used in sub- 
stitution of any of these drugs. Ifa drinker of 
bhang, after taking bhang and being well satisfied 
with the intoxication it gives him, takes an alcoholic 
drink after it, he loses all pleasure in the bhang 
drink, 

Besides, alcoholic drinks are more expensive, and 
so they cannot be substituted for bhang drink. 


But bhang can safely and with less expense be sub- 
stituted for alcoholic stimulants, 


37. The effects of charas smoking are immediate ; 
charas is more heating than ganja. In Sind the 
number of charas smokers exceeds the number of 
ganja smokers, 

39. The effects of drinking bhang and smoking 
ganja and charas have already been given in the 
different answers above. 

40. Bhang is prescribed by Greek and Hindu 
physicians for its medicinal properties. In some 
diseases bhang is prescribed, in other its seeds, and 
in others again majum (a new preparation of 
bhang). Bhang is used in the treatment of cattle 
disease, and it is very beneficial in certain cases, 

41, The benefits of the moderate use of these 
drugs are given below; bhang aids the powers of 
digestion, and so does ganja, and charas if taken in 
small quantities. 





fe, aying= of severe 
exertion. Bhang is not strengthening during ex- 
posure and does not alleviate fatigue. Ganja and 
charas give staying-power against exposure. 
Bhang is beneficial in hot weather. These drugs 
serve the purposes mentioned in (¢), but not in all 
cases, Phlegmatic constitutions would derive be- 
nefit from charas and ganja; but bilious men 
would be benefited by bhang drinks, But in éases 
of phlegm and bile bhang is taken only by fakirs, 
middle class people and labourers, and not by rich 
men, who, in cases (2), (b) and (¢), resort to other 
rich preparations. 

42, If not beneficial, it is harmless; but if 
bhang be taken in winter and ganja and charas in 
summer without any necessity for them, they would 
probably be injurious, 

43, They appear to be inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 
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44, It is refreshing, It does not allay sk? 
It creates an ordinary appetite. The effects las 
until it is time to take the drugs again. Want of 
the drugs produces many ill-effects, such as_sleep- 
lessness, yawning, loss of appetite, uneasiness, and 
longing. 

45, If taken for its benefits, it produces no 
noxious results, physical, mentalor moral. It does not 
injure the digestion, does not cause dysentery, bron- 
chitis or asthma, It does not impair the moral 
sense, and induces no laziness, does not produce 
habits of immorality or debauchery. It does not 
deaden the intellect. It does not produce insanity. 


46, It injures the digestion, produces bronchitis 
and asthma (charas and ganja, but not bhang) ; 
charas and ganja impair the moral sense, but not 
bhang. The two, if excessively used, produce laziness 
and habits of immorality and debauchery, but not 
bhang. All the three deaden the intellect. They 
do not produce insanity, but loss of consciousness 
during the time the intoxication lasts. Persons do 
drink bhang in order to obtain relief from mental 
anxiety, It is not insanity ; but it is loss of con- 
sciousness that often tends to indulgence in the use 
of hemp drugs. 


47 and 48, It does not appear to be a hereditary 
habit, nor does it affect the children, 


49. Bhang is used as an aphrodisiac. It gives 
prolonged pleasure during copulation ; similarly 
charas and ganja are used, but their effects are not 
prolonged, and after a short time they impair manly 
power. Prostitutes do use it. The use of bhang 
does not tend to produce impotence. 


50, Excessive use of bhang produces impotency, 
and excessive use of these drugs prevents all 
those benefits which ordinarily result from their 
moderate use. 


51. Some bad characters use these drugs moder- 
ately, others use them excessively, some habi- 
tually and others occasionally for their benefits. 
The moderate use has no connection with crime in 
general or with crime of any special character ; but 


the excessive use has some connection with crime, 
in so far as intoxication deadens all moral sense 
and incites to the commission of offences. 


52. Answers to this question have been given in 
question 5, 


53, The excessive use of charas and ganja incites 
to unpremeditated crime, sometimes violent and 
sometimes otherwise. It cannot incite to murder. 
Excessive consumers, when provoked while intoxi- 
cated, are incited to commit violent crime. But 
this is not applicable to bhang drinkers, for bhang 
induces quietness of temper. 


54, Some, very few, criminals do so, 


55, Criminals do so, but their victims are not s0 
much stupefied as to give the criminals oppor- 
tunities to commit offences; but if the drug is 
given in excessive quantities the victims will be 
stupefied, If the victims are habitual drinkers or 
smokers, they cannot be stupefied without mixin 
dhatura ; but occasional consumers will be stupefi 
by moderate as well as excessive quantities. 


56, Bhang pounded and drunk, unmixed with 
others, would produce dry and cold intoxication ; 
but if mixed with massalas, such as almonds, 
kernels, cardamoms, aniseed, succory, sugarcandy, 
and pepper, will produce wet and oily - intoxication, 
that is, it will not produce dryness in the mouth, 
and, if mixed with ghee and milk, will strengthen 
the constitution. Jf dhatura is mixed with it, 
it would produce an unconscious state, in which one 
would prattle foolishly. I speak this from expe- 
rience, 

57. It is not usual to eat or drink ganja or 
charas in Sind, But in exceptional cases ganja is 
eaten and drunk. Particulars regarding the above 
have been given in questions 19 and 38. But 
Aghorees, a sect of fakirs, eat ganja and charas, 
dhatura and other poisonous drugs and tobacco with- 
out any visible effects being produced on them, 


58. I cannot reply to questions from 58 to 70, 
Questions under this chapter can well be answered 
by Government officers and other interested persons, 





27. Evidence of the Ruv. A. HE. BALL, Missionary, Church Missionary Society, 
Karachi, 


1, I have completed thirteen years of service in 
Sind, but till within the past few weeks I have 


not taken advantage of any opportunities I might |! 
have had to inform myself regarding matters con- 


nected with hemp drugs, and the information I 
now give, such as it is, has been gathered by per- 
sonal enquiry from natives, Christian, Muham- 
madan and Hindu. 

2. Bhang only is prepared in Sind. Ganja, 
charas, bhang or bhang, 


10. No, they are of the same classes as other | 


agricultural cultivators, 


18. All three deteriorate by keeping. No. For 
six months bhang keeps well, after which time it 
begins to deteriorate. After a year it loses its 
good appearance, and nearly but not all its effect. 
If kept well corked in a bottle or jar, it will keep 
good for a longer time. 


19, For smoking only. 


20. All religious mendicants, sanyasis, bawas, 


bhagats, jogis, etc,, smoke ganja and charas, and 
many Brahmins, and all Muhammadan fakirs and 
the lower classes of Muhammadans, such as coolies, 
etc, Nearly all Pathans smoke charas, 





21. Flat is preferred, Chur is also used, but 
not the round ganja. 


22. Foreign, From Yarkand. 
23. No. 


24, (a) During the holidays such as the Dewali, 
| Holi, etc., bhang is eaten in a sweetmeat called 
| Majum, and it is also sometimes mixed with the 
flour used in making a kind of food called 


| nakora,’? 


(b) Nearly all Hindu shopkeepers are moderate 
consumers of bhang, and al] Hindu mendicants use 
it; many of them I fear, to excess. Nearly all 
low classes, Muhammadans and fakirs also drink it. 
As a rule, so far as I can learn, the higher classes 
do not drink bhang except on special occasions. 





25. So far as I can judge, from the information 
| I have gathered, I should say there is no increase 
‘ in the use of these drugs, except such as may result 

from increase of population. 


28, (a2) Habitual moderate consumers— 


Bhang 1 paisa. 
Charas 2 
Ganja . i a 
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—called-“dudhi-bhang. 








(+) Habitual excessive consumers— 
. ° ° ° Tanna. 
Charas : ‘ e 3 to 4 annas. 
Ganja . ° 3 paisa. 


29, Ganja is ordinarily mixed with tobacco, 


Sometimes mawalis, ¢.e., those who use these 
drugs to excess, put a little dhatura into charas and 
ganja to induce greater intoxication. Dhatura is 
also occasionally mixed with any of these drugs for 
purposes of revenge or robbery. Bhang is some- 
times made with milk instead of water and is 





“Bhang massala,” a paisa worth, which I 
bought at a grocer’s in the bazar, contained 
almonds, nutmeg, khaskhas (poppy seed), ilachi 
(caradamoms), saunf (aniseed), and jantu; sugar 
is sometimes mixed with this bhang massala, and 
in the hot season dried rosebuds are generally 
added. 


30, Mostly in company, Ganja and charas are 
nearly always, if not always, smoked in company, 
as the pipe is handed from one to another. In the 
Hindu ¢rtarnos (a kind of mixed dharmsala and 
temple) a great deal of bhang drinking is carried 
on every evening, This is also true of the abodes 
of Muhammadan fakirs. 


It is mainly confined to the male sex, though a 
fair number of the older women drink bhang. It 
is not usual for children to consume any of these 
drugs. 


81. Yes. Yes, but not so difficult for young 
men, and though diffieult, not impossible for any 
one, especially if the smoker or drinker be well fed. 
Yes, 


32. There are certain customs observed by bhang 
drinkers. Inatemple (tikarnu) the Bawa, after 
having strained the bhang through a cloth, takes 
the solid matter left and squeezing it into shape 
places it on the ground before him as a representa- 
tion of Shiva (the linga). Having filled his lota, 
he sprinkles a little of the bhang on the linga, 
-saying “Lena Shiva Sambu, piyala taiyar hai.” 
“Make, O Shiva, the cup is ready.” He then gives 
some to the rest and as a rule each one before 
drinking says “Namo Narayan maha purs.” ‘In 
the name of Narayan (Vishnu) the great creator.’’ 
Such drinking is generally temperate, but some- 
times, on holidays, it becomes excessive. 


is lost and modesty destroyed. Does not the heart 
of that man break who sells corn to buy ganja ? 


My heart was broken indeed. I did it without 


thought, and all who act without thought will 
have to repent. 


Suka savai ganja ka bhai. 
Manga susra aur khawe jamai. 
Tobacco and bhang, the brothers of ganja, 
The father-in-law begs and the son-in-law eats. 


This has been explained to me to mean that the 
use of these drugs brings a father-in-law to beg- 
gary and reduces the son-in-law to such a state 
that he is content to sit in the house and eat. 


Suka piwe surada, 
Guraku piwe lal, 
Ganja piwe lakhpati, 
Urawe ghar ka mal, 


The last two lines mean—Let a wealthy man 
smoke ganja and he will squander his property. 

35. Hardly. Prohibition would almost certainly 
lead to illicit consumption. 


In the case of bhang I am assured by natives 
that if bhang drinkers could not get it, they would 
drink “‘pust,” poppy seeds, prepared with water 
like bhang, and in ease they could not get “ pust,”’ 
they would drink “bojo,” a fermented liquor made 
with wheat, rice or other grain, 


37. Charas intoxicates more quickly than ganja. 


40, There is a difference of evidence, but I gather 
that bhang is recommended in cases of venereal 
disease and that ground into powder it is useful for 
external application to piles, For the same disease 
a pinch of powdered bhang with an equal quantity 
of sugar is eaten by some in the morning. Tinc- 
ture of charas and charas pills are said to be good 
for cough and asthma, 


When cattle refuse their food, bhang is often 
given to them to produce appetite. When a 
calf dies and the cow refuses to give milk when 
another calf is brought, bhang is given and the 
cow under the intoxicating influence of the drug 
gives milk and never refuses to do so afterwards. 


41, (a) Bhang creates appetite, helps digestion, 
and, used moderately, may be beneficial. 


(6) Bhang may be useful, but I doubt whether 





33, Amongst respectable people the use of ganja 
and charas is in disrepute, simply so far as I can 
gather because of its intoxicating effect. I have 

iven a few common sayings about these drugs, 
Pant which may, I think, be gathered the general 
opinion of the majority in reference to their use. I 
am told that there is no custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant. 


A few common sayings in regard to the use of 
hemp drugs. These were taken down as repeated 
by ganja smokers and others. 


Ganja aur suka pine se hurmat gayi, 
Laj sharm gayi chhut, 

Anaj bechke lae ganja, 

Gayi haiye ki phut ? 

Gayi haiye ki phut, 

Kina yeh bina bichare, 

Bina bichare sau kare, 

So pachhe pachtae. 

I am told that the first verse is a question asked 
by a wife from her husband, whose answer 1s given 
im the second verse. The meaning, roughly, 1s as 
follows :— 

Through smoking ganja and tobacco character 


in-the-tong-run-a-bhang drinker would do more 
work than one who abstains. It does alleviate 
fatigue I am told. 


(c) No. 


Charas and ganja are not beneficial even when 
used moderately, 


42, All I have spoken to agree in saying that 
the moderate use of bhang is harmless, but that 
such use of ganja and charas is harmful, 


43, As a rule they are inoffensive. 


44, The smoking of charas and ganja quickly 
produces intoxication, bringing a sense of 
pleasure to the smoker. 


Bhang is cooling and refreshing and does not 
by itself, as usually taken well diluted with water, 
produce intoxication, Here in Karachi some 
of the shop-keepers place two large earthen 
vessels outside their shops, one containing bhang, 
the other water, and any Hindu passer-by is at 
liberty to drink. This is considered a work of 
merit. Because of its cooling, refreshing effect, 
it is more largely consumed in the hot season than 
in the cold, 
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Bhang drinking produces appetite. The effect 
lasts about half an hour. 


In the case of the moderate habitual consumer, 
and more so in the case of the excessive habitual 
consumer, the want of gratification produces a 
longing and uneasiness, such as aching in the 
limbs and disinclination to talk or work. 


45. I have never known a case of insanity 
produced by the use of these drugs, but one of 
our Christians, a native of Ahmedabad, tells me 
that he knew a native Christian who died mad 
through smoking ganja and charas. 


47, An experienced native doctor whom I 
questioned on this subject gave it as his opinion 
that habitual moderate use of these drugs does 
not affect the children of the consumer. 


49, The sweetmeat majum in which bhang is 
mixed iseaten by some as an aphrodisiac. I ques- 
tioned a native doctor and others on this subject, 
and I gather that prostitutes use bhang for this 
purpose. An English official of high standing 
and long service in Sind told me that he is quite 


convinced that the useof these drugs pee the 


increase of population less rapid than it otherwise 
would be. 


50, From native sources I gather that the 
excessive use of any of these drugs does produce 
impotence. 


52. From what I gather from native sources, 
I should say that a large proportion of bad char- 
acters are excessive consumers of these drugs. 


55. Yes, lam told that they sometimes do so, 
Yes, a native doctor told me of the case of a young 
man, unused to bhang drinking, who had been 
completely stupefied by bhang and whom he had 
been called to see a few weeks ago, 

56. Mawalis (drunkards) use dhatura with these 
drugs to induce greater intoxication, and very 
poor people sometimes mix dhatura with these 
drugs, as they can get it (dhatura) for nothing, 
and can thus become intoxicated cheaply. 

68. So far as I can gather, there are no houses 
or shops licensed for the sale of these drugs 
where they may be consumed on the premises. 





28. Evidence of Manomep Lalk, Mukhtarkar of Hyderabad. 


1. I have seen the cultivation of bhang plant. 
I have made enquiries from bhang cultivators, as, 
for instance, from Fazul of Jam Tanda and other 


cultivators, and from tapedars and bhang mer- 
chants, 


2, These definitions will do for my province. 
Each of these products is known here by the 
names given in the question. 


3. I do not know in what districts the hemp 
plant grows spontaneously; but I hear that it 
grows in abundance spontaneously in the Punjab and 
Baluchistan, owing to the fall of snow and rain, 

4, It is known by five names :— 






grows im rown 
leaves, and not green leaves like Sind bhang, and 
is More intoxicating than the Sind plant, ie, 
tive times as strong. 


(2) Sabzi, which is the ordinary bhang. 

(3) Pani, which is without seeds. It is seed- | 
less (or khasi), and is very intoxicating, Ganja is 
made from it, 

(4) Nangin,—It is so called because the culti- 
vators kill serpents and bury them in the ground, 
and then cultivate the plant on the ground with 
the object that it may become more intoxi- 
cating, 

(5) Bubakain, t.e., produced in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla {Karachi. It is the best bhang in 
Karachi, It is the best bhang in Sind. 

(6) It is also called the plant of Shiva god. 
This is not a different kind of bhang but the same, 
because some Hindus call it Shiva’s plant. 

(7) Biyta.—Sanyasis and other Hindu fakirs 
call it bijia. 

5, Autumnal rains, snow and sea-water aid the 


growth of the wild hemp, which generally grows 
near sea-water. 


6, I cannot say anything, as the plant does not 
grow here, 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated, 

(a) and (4) No, 

(c) Yes, 

(¢d) For seeds, 


It is cultivated in taluka Halla, zilla Hyder- 
abad, in taluka Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and the 
produce must be above 3,000 maunds, It is culti- 
vated in limited quantities in other parts of the 
country, but that is especially reserved by culti- 
vators for their own use, and is not sold to farmers, 
and about 500 maunds of this kind are raised, 


8. Recently there has been a decrease in the 
area under cultivation in the Halla taluka, for the 
cultivators find it more convenient and easier and 
more profitable to cultivate other cereals, For- 
merly the cotton cultivation was less there than 
at present, because now, on account of the brisk 

rk : is brought under cotton 
cultivation and Jess under hemp cultivation, For- 
metly about 1,000 or 1,200 maunds of bhang were 
produced ; now only 100 or 150 are produced. 





9, The methods of hemp cultivation are generally 
the same as are used in cultivating other products, 


| 4, é@., the land is first cleared of weeds, irrigated, 


ploughed, and then seeds are scattered over it. 
The hemp cultivation requires more water and 
more care than other cultivations. 


10. Bhang cultivators do not form a special 
class, They are of the same classes as other agri- 
cultural cultivators ; but in Khebar and Bubak the 


| cultivators are mostly Hindus, 


11. No plants are cultivated for the production 


of ganja in this province; but raw ganja is made 
from the cultivated plant and not from the wild 
plant. 


12, No wild plant grows here, nor is ganja 
prepared in this province; therefore I cannot say 
where the wild plant is cultivated for the produc- 
tion of ganja. I cannot name the districts or the 
tracts in which this occurs, Nor can I say any- 
thing about the extirpation of the male plant in 


; such cases; but in this province the male plant is 


found in the hemp cultivation, which is made for 


trade purposes ; it is extirpated and reserved by the 
cultivators for drinking purposes, 


13, There is no restriction in this province, and 
I cannot say in what other districts such a restric- 
tion is in force, and why those districts were select~ 
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ed, and why there is no restriction here, because no | of men in any locality ; but in rare cases it is eaten 
hemp is cultivated for the production of ganja. | by awadéut fakirs; and the proportion of such 
I hear that ganja is cultivated in Bombay, Panvel, | eaters cannot be given. But bhang is drank by 
and in Cutch, If it were cultivated here it can be | almost all classes of people, except Europeans, 
done ; but people do not know how to cultivate it, | Parsis, and Boras. It is generally in otaras, madhis, 

14, The following products are prepared from | tikanas, and occasionally in houses, About 33 
the hemp plant :— per cent. are bhang drinkers, 


Ba, 25. The use of bhang and charas is increasing ; 
T pe 

(a) No ganja is prepared. but the use of ganja is on the decrease. The reagon 
(6) No charas is prepared. of the decrease in the consumption of ganja is 
nego, Sie that it does not produce instantaneous intoxication, 

(c)’ Bhang is prepared. People have therefore left off ganja and taken to 
Bhang is produced in Khebar and Mehar, taluka | charas, The use of bhang has increased, because it 
Halla, zilla Hyderabad, and in Bubak, taluka | is so cooling, and because more is used in company. 


Sehwan, zilla Karachi, to the extent of about 3,000 26. The proportion of the consumers cannot be 

maunds, accurately fixed ; but the following are the approxi- 
15. The wild plant does not grow here at all; tg oe i 

hence I cannot give any particulars regarding (a) 90 per cent, 

preparations from it for smoking, eating or drink- (6) 50 per cent, 

ing purposes. As regards the cultivated plant-- (c) 20 per cent. 
(A) It is not smoked; but ghuwdi bhang is pit hind i td 

often smoked as ganja along with tobacco. 27. The consumers are mainly taken from the 


: following classes :— 

(8) aa oe pee aye ‘ al Pola fakirs Sanyasis, suthrias, bhagats, machhis (fishmon- 
powder leaves ‘in thew hands and eat them raw. gers), mirbahars, and kanjars (followers of pros- 
Majum is also made from bhane. It is first | & j 

ayum pepe! . titutes), boatmen. 
boiled in water. The water is sifted and mixed i 
with sugar, after which it dries into a solid mass, The taking of lg bad company and debauch- 
It is then cut into small pieces and sold. ery. lead to this practice. Sometimes m the 

. beginning it is taken asa medicine, and then it 

(C) The plant is reaped, dried, and beaten, grows into a habit. 

The leaves, seeds and stalks are then separated. 28. (a) Bhang 1} tolas, and cost six pies. 
Leaves and seeds are used in drinking generally. os it $ wig 
Yharas 14 masa, cost 9 pies, 

16. Bhang is not prepared in houses, but is Ganja 3 masas, and cost six pies, 
prepared where the plant grows. Ganja and 
charas are not prepared in this province, only 
ghundi ganja is prepared. 


29, (a) Tobacco is mixed with charas and ganja. 

(6) Coriander, aniseed, cardamoms, sugar, al- 
monds, and occasionally milk are mixed with 

17. In this country only bhang is prepared from | bhang. The object of mixing the above things 
the hemp plant, and it is so prepared by those who | is to get more pleasure; but nothing is mixed in 
cultivate it (Hindus and Muhammadans). bhang which is offered for sale, 


18, All the three drugs deteriorate by keeping, | _ 30. I cannot say what quantities are consumed 
They lose their effects in time. With ordinary care | in solitude and what in company. The use of it 
these drugs do keep good for two or three years, | 1s chiefly confined to the male sex, I cannot say 
after which they lose their intoxicating effects, | im what time of life it is used. Some boys and 
notwithstanding all possible care. ‘The causes are | women, too, consume bhang, &c, 
the natural decay of all things produced from 81. The habit is easily formed, and it is rather 
earth. No special means are adopted to prevent | difficult to break off. The moderate habit develops 
deterioration. into the excessive if the quantity is daily increased, 

32. There ave social customs in regard to the 
consumption of bhang alone. When a party of 
Hindu bhagats or sangats assembles bhang is used. 
The use is only moderate, It is not likely that 
such a custom will lead to the formation of a 
habit, or is otherwise injurious. The use is not 
considered as essential. 










19, Charas and ganja are used only for smoking. 


2(), In Sind persons of Kor classes and Pathans 
smoke them. Besides sanyasis, nangas, suthrias, 
kaheris and other fakirs smoke them, and they 
be!ong to low classes of people. 


One-fourth of Pathans, half of sanyasis, and 











‘ speci 
i ; but it is 
laces are appointed for smoking them ; bu 
Bs done in otaras, madhis, tikanas, and dharm- 
Ss 


salas ; occasionally in houses and jungles, 





33. The consumption of ganja and charas is 
considered to be bad, The public opinion in regard 
to the practice is that these two drugs should not 
be used at all. I have never seen a respectable man 
using either. I think the use of any form of the 
narcotics is in disrepute, The smokers present a 
wretched and miserly appearance. They grow irri- 
table if they cannot get it at their fixed time, and 
‘ are led to commit both sin and offence, 


21, Flat ganja is preferred ; but poor men some- 
times use chur also, for it 1s cheap. No special 
places are used for smoking it. 


92. Foreign charas is used. It is imported 
- and is called Yarkand charas. It ; 
fos Kenly into Amritsar, whence it is im- It is publicly known that the use of bhang is 
biteal geal prohibited according to Muhammadan Jaw; but 


. its use is allowed among Hindus, and it is not 

23, Bhang is not used for smoking, but strong | used in excess, Besides Ilindus use the bhang as 

ganja smokers smoke the ghundi at times when | 4, offermg to Shiva god, for which it is called 
they cannot get ganja; but I cannot say mm what 


: Shiva’s plant. But I, on my part, think that the 
localities and what clastes Gh Papa smoke it, and use of bhang too is disreputable, for it is a narcotic. 
they must be very few. 


Very few drinkers would stick to the original 
24, Bhang is not ordinarily eaten by any class quantity, but a larger number, out of mere luxury, 
‘ 23 
vol. vii. 


A 
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would go on increasing it gradually, and would fall 
into excess. Such men would not satisfactorily 
discharge their ordinary duties, and would always 
be lazy, dull, and timid, and would lose all their 
energy and pluck, 


34. It would be a serious privation to consumers 
to forego the use, i.¢, fakirs, suthrias, nangas, 
sanyasis, bhagat, and the Mussalmans of otaras and 
the Hindus of tikanas, Habitual consumers are so 
habituated to them that they cannot eat with any 
good appetite, nor get any sleep, nor get free 
motions until they use the drug. If such men 
were to forego their use they would fallill, I 
cannot give any idea of the probable numbers of 
each class. 


35. It would be difficult to prohibit the use of 
phang at once. It is probable that the drug 
would be illicitly used. It would be difficult to 
enforce prohibition. The prohibition would cause 
serious discontent among the consumers ; but it 1s 
not likely that the discontent would amount to 
political danger. It is possible that people would 
think of resorting to alcohol or other drugs. 


As for charas and ganja, I am of opmion that 
they can be prohibited, and there would be no 
difficulty in so doing; but in that case bhang 
would be consumed to a larger extent. 


86. There is no reason to think so. 


87. I do not smoke ganja and charas, and 
neither have I any experience of them; but from 
enquiries made from smokers, it appears that the 
effects of charas smoking are in no way different 
from those of ganja smoking, except the smoking of 
charas produces mstantaneous effects, for which 
reason it is preferred to ganja. 

38, The difference cannot be known, 


89. I cannot answer this question, as I have no 
experience, 


40, Bhang is often prescribed in syphilis and in 
piles. No further particulars can be obtained, I 
have not heard any of these being used in the treat- 
ment of cattle-disease, 


41, Ido not know that the use of charas is in 
any way beneficial in its effects. But bhang is 
sometimes beneficial in (2), I cannot say anything 
as to (6), (c), and (d). 

42. They are not harmless, and I have given 
particulars under auswer to question 33. 


43. They become offensive to their neighbours if 
they do not get the drug at their proper time. 

44, It is refreshing. It produces moderate in- 
toxication. It does not allay hunger. It creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for one hour or two, 
There are no after-effects, The want of the drug 
produces longing. 


45. The habitual moderate use will produce 
noxious results. If the moderate habit develops 
into the excessive, all the effects given in answers 
to question 45 are produced ; and if the drug is not 
used at the proper time, it is in every way injuri- 
ous. Therefore, it is not good to make it a habit. 
But, if not otherwise necessary, the moderate use 
will not produce any bad effects. Further parti- 
culars under this question can better be given by 
doctors or physicians. 


46. It would produce more noxious effects. 
47 and 48, No, 


49, Yes, these drugs are used as an aphrodisiac, 
Prostitutes do use them as such. The use of the 
drugs for this purpose is undoubtedly more injuri- 
ous than its use as an ordinary narcotic, 


Reasons.—It would bring on debility and lazi- 
ness, and the moderate habit would develop into 
the excessive, and the manly powers would be im- 
paired. The excessive use of hemp drug tends to 
produce impotence, 


50. Answer to this question is given above. 


51. Bad characters also use these drugs as others 
do. Such use has no connection with crime in 
general. 


52, The excessive use is likely to produce affrays 
or quarrelling. 

53. Ido not know that the excessive use of 
these drugs would incite to unpremeditated crime ; 


but in cases of disagreement, violent offences have 
been committed. . 


54, I do not know. 


55. I do not know if criminals induce their 
victims to partake of these drugs, and so to stupefy 
themselves without admixture. 


56. Coriander, aniseed and sugar are mixed 
with bhang, and thereby its intoxicating effects 
are lessened; but if dhatura is mixed with bhang, 
the intoxication is so much increased that it will 
induce an unconscious state. I have seen and 
heard of such cases. 


57. I cannot answer this question. 

58. The system is working weli under me, and 
requires no improvement. 

59, This requires no reply. 


60. Ganja is not made in this province; hence 
T cannot answer this question. 


61. Charas is not produced here. I cannot, there- 
fore, answer this question. 


62. The preparation, sale and transport of bhang 
is under control; but the cultivation is not con- 
trolled. Hence people cultivate it for their drink- 
ing purposes; but the same, when prepared or 
used, is an offence, and the planters, if the facts 
are proved against them, are convicted. Hence 
persons get opportunities of increasing the use of 
the drug, and the Government revenue suffers. Its 
cultivation also should, therefore, be prohibited, 
except under a license. All opportunities for the 
increase of its use would disappear, and no offences 
would be committed, and Government revenue 
would not suffer, 


63 and 64, I have no objection. 


65. I see no reasons for alteration in the vari- 
ous taxations. . 


66. I see no reason to alter the present mode. 


67. I have no objection in regard to this, 
68. I can form no opinion. 


69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
before opening a shop, but they are considered. 


70. There are no facts regarding the importa- 
tion or smuggling of these drugs from Native 
States to which attention may be drawn. If such 
drugs are illicitly imported or otherwise smuggled, 
they are properly inquired into and dealt with. 
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29. Hvidence of Painapas SHewakram Apvanr Secretary, Band of Hope, 


1, I have visited the hemp drug shops, and 
made enquiries on the subject. 
2. The definitions appear to me to be correct, 


Charas and ganja are not manufactured in Sind. 
They are imported. The former from Yarkand oid 


Amritsar, and the latter from Cutch and other | 


places. 

Bhang, charas, and ganja. Bhang is also locally 
called sai, sabzi, Shiva-ji-buti (root), pani, bijaya, 
nanigan, and babakain. 

3, It grows on the hills west of Sind (Beluchis- 
tan) and in the Punjab. 


4, 5 and 6. I cannot say. 
7, (a) and (4) No. 
(c) and (2) Yes. 


Mostly in Bubak in the Sehwan taluka (Karachi 
district) near Manchar lake; also in the village 
of Khabra and Mahra (Hala taluka, Hyderabad 
district), and in the taluka of Nowshero Abro 
(Shikarpur district). 


8. I am informed that in the Karachi and 
Shikarpur districts there was increase owing to 
favourable mundation last year. In the Hydera- 
bad district there has been considerable decrease 
in the area under cultivation. 


9. The ground is at first cleared of jungle ; 
then manured, watered, and ploughed. Hemp 
seeds are then sown broadcast, and when they 
germinate and the plant reaches maturity, it is 
reaped, and then dred m the sun. After it is 
dried, it is thrashed and used as bhang. 


10, No; they are of the ordinary agriculturist 
class, 

11 

12. Not in Sind, as far as I am aware. 

13. Hemp is not cultivated in Sind for the 
production of ganja. 

14, (a) and (4) No. 

(c) Yes. 

About 3,000 maunds of bhang in the Karachi 

district ; about 500 maunds in the Hyderabad 


district. About the Shikarpur district I do not 
know. 


. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 


15, Vide answer to question No. 9, 


Bhang is only drunk, Very few persons when 
they cannot get charas and ganja smoke the dried 
flowering top of the hemp plant grown in Sind for 
use as bhang with tobacco, 
cases the tops are eaten also, 


16. (a) No. Generally by the cultivators in 
their fields. 
() Yes. 


In some exceptional 
| 


Ayderabad, Sind. 


19. Yes, for smoking. 


20. Charas and ganja are used by both Hindus 
and Muhammadans, but chiefly by nomadic fakirs, 
jogis, ete, in (Hindu) Shivite temples, and 
(Muhammadans) otaras and baithaks. 

21. Flat ganja is generally used in Sind for 
smoking. Poor persons use chur ganja because it 
is cheap. 

22. Foreign, It is imported from Yarkand wid 
Amritsar. 


23. Vide answer to question 15. Not as a rule. 


_ A few use it, especially fakirs when they do not 








(c) We import ganja and charas into Sind | 


from other places, and therefore we have no in- 
formation about its production. 


17. By the agriculturists. 


18, Bhang will not deteriorate by keeping for 
three years if proper care is taken and exposure 
prevented ; charas for two years, and ganja for 
three years. 

vol. vii. 


get ganja in time. 


24, Hindus and Muhammadans use it. They 
drink it about 80 per cent. Hindus and 50 per cent. 


| Muhammadans, 


25. Ganja on the decrease and charas on the 
increase, Ganja takes more time to produce the 
necessary effect than charas, and hence it is not 
smoked by many. 


26. Bhang— 
per cent. 
(a) 707 | 
8 
(3) 20) § T cannot give the exact pro- 
A ) portion of the consumers of 
(c) 70 | & \ charas and ganja. 
(d) 30 ' = 


27, Bhang is drunk by all classes, and by the 
rich and the poor, and especially by fakirs and 
ascetics, 

Charas and ganja are smoked by fakirs and 
wandering tribes who live by begging. 

28. The quantity varies greatly, ranging (bhang) 
from } tola to 10 tolas, (charas) from ¢ tola to 
1 tola, and (ganja) from + tola to 1 tola, 1 tola 
of bhang costs 4 pies. 1 tola of charas costs 
6 annas. 1 tola of ganja costs 2 annas, 


29. Ordinarily water is mixed with the bhang. 
But on festival days, Holi and Shivaratri, sugar- 
candy, almonds, cardamom, aniseed, and other 
spices are added to it, and then it is termed panjtué. 
Sometimes bhang is first soaked in water, put into 
a rag, and then macerated after it is heated over 
the fire. Charas and ganja are ordinarily smoked 
with tobacco, 

30. (a) Same in either case. 


(b) Generally the male sex. Old femalee 
also use bhang. Charas and ganja generally by 


| males and some prostitutes. 


(c) No, not as a rule. 
31. (a) Yes, in company. 

(4) Yes in case of bhang if the moderate 
consumers become excessive drinkers, but charas 
and ganja smokers feel difficulty in breaking off 
even the moderate habit. 

(c) Yes. 


32. On certain festival days, such as (Hindu) 
Holi and Shivaratri and (Muhammadans) Mohur- 
rum, a large quantity of bhang is prepared, especi- 
ally in temples and otaras, and offered to all comers. 
It is very much diluted with water, and is drunk 
as a refreshing draught. It is very temperate and 
will not lead to excess. There is no such custom 
as regards charas and ganja. 
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83. There is no public opinion in regard to the 
use of bhang. The followers of Shiva (Shivites) 
look upon bhang as sacred, because their god 
(Shiva) was, they say, fond of it, and took large 
quantities of it. 


Charas and ganja is in disrepute with the Sin- 
dhis because it produces cough, asthma, and some- 
times impotency. 

34, Yes, to habitual excessive consumers it 
be a privation, 

35, If prohibition be ordered, other poisonous | 
drugs, such as dhatura, ete., would be used by the | 
excessive consumers, or the drug would be used 
illicitly. It would cause discontent, but not such 
as to amount to political danger. The well-to-do 
will use liquor, and fakirs dhatura, aconite, etc. 

36. No. 


37. I cannot say. Ganja takes more time than 
charas to produce the necessary effect. I am in- 
formed that charas and ganja smoking has injuri- 
ous effects on the nervous system. 


will | 








38. I donot know. Round ganja is not import- 
ed in Sind. 


39, Bhang is generally drunk. When it is 
smoked, it serves the purpose of ganja and charas 
(vide answer to question 15). Ganja and charas 
are smoked, Some fakirs eat charas, and it is said 
that it is not Jess injurious in that form, 


40. Yes, bhang only, The twigs are also used 
with other medical drugs, and given in piles and to 
check diarrhea. Yes, bhang only. 

41. (a) Yes; bhang only. ) 

(4) Idonot know. Charas | Moderate use of 
and ganja are, however, stat- | bhang beneficial, 
ed to give the staying} but not that of 





ower, charas and ganja. 
P oN | ganj 
c) No. 
(¢) I cannot say. 23) 


Vide answer to question 27, 

I refer to moderate habitual use of the drugs. 

42. Yes, of bhang harmless, but not of charas 
and ganja. 


43, Yes. 


44, Bhang is used as a refreshing draught, as a 
tonic to help digestion, and by old persons to bring 
on sleep. Bhang, charas, and ganja produce in- 
toxication. The effect lasts from one to three 
hours, It varies according to constitution and 
temperament, The after-effects of charas and 
ganja are cough and asthma, produces longing, and 
In some cases uneasiness as well, 

45, (a) I think not, 

(2) and (¢) No. 


(@) The use of charas and ganja causes bron- 
chitis and asthma. 


(e) and (7) No. 
(g) I do not know any case. 


46, (a) It causes loss of strength, trembling and 
mental weakness, and enfeebles the constitution. 


(0) Yes ; it causes loss of appetite. 


(c) No. The use of charas and ganja causes 
bronchitis and asthma. 


({@) It induces laziness, 
(e) It has in some cases produced insanity. 


Rekable information on the point can be had from 


Se aes of the Lunatic Asylum, Hyderabad, 
ind, 


| Hyderabad ran amuck, and it was believed t 


-j terete arte tt ACC 


7) I do not know any case. 

47, No. 

48, Notas a hereditary habit. 

49, In regard to charas and ganja only, 

(a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Yes; it produces more weakness, 

(2) No. 

50, (a), (6) and (c) Yes. 

(2) Yes; it enfeebles the system. 

51, (a) and (2) No, 

52, (a) They are as a rule habitual excessive 
consumers, 


58, I think it does, Some years ago a Sepoy at 
at it 
was owing to his having indulged in the excessive 
use of bhang. ; 
54, I think they are, 


55. (a) Sometimes a preparation of bhang called 
majum is used for this purpose. 

(2) I have been told that complete stupefaction 
can be induced by administering any of these drugs 
without admixture in sufficiently large doses, 

56. (c) Dhatura is sometimes used as one of the 
ingredients in the preparation of majum (bhang 
preparation). 

57. Not in Sind, as far as I know. 


53. The present system is based on Bombay 
Abkari Act V of 1878 and the rules framed there- 
under, 


59. It is capable of improvement only in one 
direction. There should be local option. No shop 
should be allowed to be opened until the wishes of 
the people living in the neighbourhood are consult- 
ed, and there should be also supervision over the 
kind of hemp drugs used by the retailers, — 

60. Ganja is not produced in Sind, 

61. Charas is not produced in Sind, 


62. If it can be arranged, cultivators should sow 
hemp seeds and reap the crop after getting the 
necessary permit from revenue officers, which is not 
the case now. 

63. Perhaps it will be as well to fix the masi- 
mum price for one tola of each drug, and to bind 
the retailer not to sell more than 5 tolas of bhang, 1 
tola of charas, and 1 tola of ganja to one person in 
one day. 

64. No, 

65. The privilege is put up tu public auction, 

The system as regards the levy of duty on alco- 
hol is different. There is a distillery at Kotri, and 
the duty which is levied on all liquor manufactured 
there varies according to strength, 

66. No. 


67. None, but the alterations proposed may be 
considered, 


68, There are no such shops, but where they 
exist they should be closed. 


69, No, but they should be. 
70. I do not know any, 


Appendix. 


Bya Member or tue Bano or Hors, Hypzrabap, 
Srinp. ' 


I am not aware that charas and ganja are 
prepared anywhere in Sind, but they are used for 
smoking, though their use is confined to the lower 
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orders of the people, especially fakirs, both Hindu 
and Muhammadan. Both these are very de- 
leterious, and injuriously affect the system. 
Habitual smokers of ganja and charas lose their 
ipl *A and become useless drones. I have even 
heard of cases in which the immoderate smoking 
of ganja has led to insanity. I think more restric- 
tions on the consumption of both these things will 
lead to very salutary results. 


Bhang is in common use among the people of 
Sind. All classes of people, both high and low, 
indulge in it ; but most people drink a weak, 
watery preparation of it called pango, This is 
taken as a cooling drink, and persons subject. to 
piles take it either with or without some other 
medicine, Bhang is said to have soothing and 
digestive properties. In the case of habitual 
drinkers the craving for it is so strong that until 
it is satisfied nothing on earth would give them 
any pleasure, and they become irritable and even 
violent without it. The excessive use of it 
weakens the system and emaciates the body. 


Bhang is Jargely grown in Bubak in the 
Karachi district and in the Mir’s territory, and 
in small patches in many parts of Sind, The 


cultivation of it should be confined to particular 
localities which may be favourable to its growth, 
and its growth elsewhere, even in very smal] quan- 
tities, strictly prohibited. 

The rate at which it is sold by licensed retail 
vendors should be uniform, and should be fixed 
by Government, and not left to the option of the 
vendors as at present, as the practice of selling it 
at different rates to different persons results in 
discontent, 


The privilege of possessing bhang up to half a 
seer by any one person is very often abused ; for 
mstance, a person going to a fair and finding that 
bhang can be had there at a cheaper rate than in 
his own village buys two seers of it, and as he 
cannot carry more than half a seer, he induces his 
three companions to carry half a seer each for 
him as far as his village, and thus he successfully 
evades the law. The rules as regards possessing 
and carrying bhang should be so rrinttdled as to 
preclude the possibility of abusing this privilege, 

I agree in the opinions expressed in the above. 


PRIBDHDAS SHEWAKRAM ADVANI, 
Secretary, Band of Hope, Hyderabad, Sind, 





30. Evidence of TrrirHpas HasrasmaL, Member of the firm of Denmal Sachanond, 
Karachi. 


19. So far as I know, ganja and charas are often 
smoked by fakirs, naugas in tikanas and by roam- 
ing fakirs and other low class Mussalmans and 
Hindus, 


20. Sudras, low class people, Suthrias or fakirs, 
and wandering fakirs,and Mussalmans smoke ganja 
and charas in ofaras and three-fourths of Hindu 
awaghars and jogis smoke them. 


21, Round ganja is preferred. 
22, Foreign charas in used. It is imported 
from Amritsar, Yarkand, Ladak and Bokhara, 


23. In my experience bhang is smoked only 
when charas or ganja cannot be had, and then it is 
smoked with tobacco. 


24. Half Hindus and Mussalmans drink bhang. 
If the habitual drinkers cannot get bhang pounded 
and sifted, they eat it raw and drink water after 
it. Often low class Mussalmans in ofaras and illi- 
terate Hindu fakirs in éikanas do this. 


25, The use of bhang, charas and ganja is in- 
creasing. 

26. (a) Bhang, 25 per cent. 

Ganja 7 per cent. 

Charas, 5 per cent. 

(2) Bhang 5 per cent. 

Charas, 2 or 8 per cent. 

Ganja 3 or 4 per cent. 

(c) Bhang, 10 per cent. 

Charas and ganja, 1 or 2 per cent. 

(7) Bhang, 5 per cent. 

Charas or ganja, 1 or 2 per cent. 

27, Sowcars, merchants and retail shop-keepers 
and pensioners use bhang in moderation. 

Wandering fakirs and low class men use bhang, 
charas and ganja in excess. 

28, (a) Bhang drinkers—} of an anna, } of 
tola. r 

Ganja— of a tola, 6 pies. 


| tobacco. 








Charas—4 of a tola, 1 anna. 

(6) Bhang—3 of a seer, cost 2 annas 6 pies, 
Ganja—2 tolas, 4 annas, 

Charas—1 tola, 6 annas, 


29. Ganja and charas is smoked along with 
Bhang is mixed with the followmg in- 
gredients and drunk asa cooling mixture :—(1) 
poppy seeds, (2) cardamons (3) aniseed, (4) 
coriander, (5) suecory, (6) dried rose leaves, (7) 
pepper, (8) melon seeds, (9) sugarcandy, (10) al- 
monds, (11) nutmegs. (a2) To make it cooling the 
following are added:—(1) poppy seeds, (2) 
aniseed, (3) coriander (4) pepper and (5) melon 
seeds. (4) To make it strong the following are 
mixed with it :—(1) cardamom, (2) coriander, (8) 
succory, (4) dried rose leaves, (5) sugarcandy, (6) 
milk (7) almonds, (5) nutmegs. Dhatura is mixed 
with bhang with the object to bringing on stupe- 
faction, so that the victim may he easily robbed. 


30. Bhang is drunk by the male sex mixed with 
other ingredients, But itis often drunk by women 
and children in the hot weather in towns and vil- 
lages as a cooling beverage, and it is customary 
both in towns and villages to keep vessels full of 
bhang to be distributed in charity. Bhang and 
charas and ganja are used by people in larger 
quantities when in company than when alone. 


31, The habit of drinking bhang is easily form- 
ed and is easily broken off. The moderate use of 
it does not lead to a habit. Excessive consumers 
will find it difficult to break off the habit quickly. 


32. Low class men look upon the use of bhang as 

a necessity andacustom, In Karachi Hindu Sirais 

repare the bhang drink on marriage occasions and 
Sinteibacta it along with sweetmeats. 


33. It is considered as a religious custom, On 
Shivaratri (z.c., Shiva’s night) bhang is made into 
a drink and first offered to the Linga and then dis- 
tributed to all those who visit the god. The hemp 
plant is called Shiva’s plant, and it is not considered 
injurious to use bhang moderately. Of course, 
habitual excessive consumers will fall into excess. 


dUZ 


It ia thought by some that the moderate use of 
bhang is beneficial. Some think that it should al- 
together be abandoned. Ganja and charas are 
dangerous both to life and health, 


34. Ifthe use of bhang were foregone, it would 
cause much inconvenience and difficulty. Several 
persons think that it is necessary to use bhang as a 
cooling drink. It aids the power of digestion and 





35. In my opinion the prohibition of bhang 
would occasion discontent. The prohibition would 
not be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants, 
but on the contrary alcohol consumers often forego 
alcohol in favour of bhang. All the three can be 
prohibited without any fear of political danger, 
although it will at first occasion discontent. 
Ganja and charas consumers can give up these two 
drugs in favour of bhang drinking. I know this 
from experience. 

36. No; on the contrary, the use of alcohol is to 
a certain extent foregone in favour of bhang drink- 
ing. 

37. The effects of charas smoking are more in- 
toxicating and more injurious than those of ganja 
smoking, 

38. Round ganja is preferred to the other two 
kinds, for it is more intoxicating. 

40, Bhang is prescribed by native physicians 
along with poppy seeds as an antidote against cold 
in the head, and bhang unmixed with other ingre- 
dients is also prescribed ; and it is also used in the 
treatment of cattle disease. 


41, Bhang is beneficial in aiding the powers of 
digestion. Charas and ganja give staying-power 
in cases of severe exertion and of exposure. This 
is because of their intoxicating effects. 


42, The use of charas and ganja should be put 
a stop to, for moderate use leads to excess. Hence 
cough and asthma are produced, and the eyesight 
is affected and the manly power is weakened. Even 
moderate consumers suffer from cough, asthma and 
heart-burning. The moderate use of bhang is not 
at all injurious. 


43. If the ganja and charas smokers do not get 


the drugs at their usual time for taking them, 
they will prattle foolishly. 


44, The immediate effects of ganja and charas 
are as follows. The smoker gets perfectly silent 
and his eyes become red. If the habitual smoker 
takes the drug at the proper time, it creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for about one hour or 
two hours; after the effects are gone, he falls into 
yawning and laziness and gets thirsty. Bhang 
drinking has an intoxicating effect which produces 
appetite, which lasts for two or three hours. 


45, Bhang drinking produces no noxious effects, 





| 


and feeble. 


but ganja and charas produce asthma and cough, 
etc.; the eyesight is weakened and the manly 
power is diminished. 

Charas,—Ganja and charas smokers appear black 
The use of these two drugs deadens 
the intellect and excessive use of bhang also deadens 
the intellect. 


46, The moderate use of charas and ganja is 





injurious; necessarily the excessive use is more 
injurious. 

47, It does not appear to be a hereditary habit. 

48, Bhang, charas and ganja taken excessively 
are very injurious. 

49. Yes, Some use bhang as an aphrodisiac. 
Prostitutes also use it for the above purpose. 


Charas and ganja produce impotence, but bhang 
does not. 


50. The excessive use of all the three drugs is 
very injurious, See question 45. 


52. See question 50. 


53. Excessive consumers, if prevented from tak- 
ing the drugs, prattle foolishly. 


54, Consumers of these drugs are timid rather 
than violent like alcohol drinkers. Hence no 
violence is committed by them. 


55. If any of these drugs be administered to a 
person who is not in the habit of taking them, it 
is no wonder that he can be robbed, for he loses 
all consciousness, 


56. The bhang drink prepared on the night of 
Shiva is mixed with dhatura and then offered to 
the god, and bhang mixed with dhatura is given to 
any one whom it is intended to plunder or stupefy, 
and sometimes the following ingredients are mixed 
with it, in order to make it more intoxicating :— 
Juari, gram, sesamum seeds, chhabar grass and 
grain, 

58. It is not necessary to improve it. 


59, The farm is ordinarily given to one man, and 
for that reason he buys very bad charas and ganja 
at, very low rates and sells them high. For this 
reason the smokers are much injured, and the 
bhang and charas and ganja farm should be regu- 
lated on the same system as opium and liquor now 
are, 7.¢,, small licenses should be given to many 
licensees, 


65, The taxation on ganja, charas and bhang 
should be raised, for thereby they would sell very 
dear and hence few will use them. 


69. The wishes of the people of the neighbour- 
hood should be consulted before opening a shop, for 
the purchasers of these drugs being often illiterate 
and ignorant and foolish persons, prove very offen- 
sive to the neighbourhood, 








31. Hvidence of PusumaL Narumat, Farmer and Merchant, Hyderabad. 


1, I ama farmer of bhang. I have been taking 
farms for many years, either myself or in part- 
nership with others. I have money dealings with 
Haris (cultivators). I am for the year 1393-94 
the farmer of bhang, charas and ganja of the 
Thar and Parkar district. In this business I 
have had many opportunities of obtaining inform- 
ation regarding the matters with regard to 
which I am now required to answer questions, 

2. The above definitions will do for bhang, but 


after the bhaug is pounded, mixed with water, 
and sifted through cloth, it is called sukho, pango, 


| called booti (plant) and ghundhi. 


| 
| 


abo, bijia, sai and sabzee. The dry leaves are 
Ganja and 
charas are known by the same names here. 

3. The wild hemp plant grows in the hills, and 
hemp seeds, lying here and there on the hills, 
spring up. 

4. The wild plant of the hills is called akoi. 


7. Yes. It is cultivated in Khandu Khibar and 
Mahar, taluka Halla, district Hyderabad. It 
used to be cultivated in Mori Mungar, taluka 
Hyderabad, and it can be cultivated in any kind 
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of land. It is cultivated in large quantities in 
Bubak and Arazi, taluka Sehwan, district Kara- 
chi, and in talukas Naushahro Ahro and Sukkur, 
district Shikarpur. It is cultivated with the 
object of being used as bhang and for seeds, 
Ganja is not manufactured in Sind, and is im- 
ported from Panvel and Cutch. Charas is not 
pees in Sind, but is imported from the 
unjab, 

10. The bhang cultivators do not form a special 
class, but belong to the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 


14, Bhang and hemp seeds are prepared from 
the hemp plant in the fields where it grows. 


15, The cultivated plant is cut, dried and beaten, 
when the leaves and seeds are separated. The leaves 
and seeds are made into bhang drink. 

(A) Aghoris (2.¢., persons very much addicted 
to the use of drugs), who are in the habit of smok- 
ing ganja, smoke bhang instead, as ganja, if they 
cannot get ganja at the proper time. 

(B) Excessive bhang drinkers eat raw leaves if 
they cannot get bhang drink at the proper time. 

(C) Bhang drink is made in the following way. 
It is first cleared of weeds, soaked in water in a 
vessel, washed and pounded in a mortar with a 
pestle, and made into balls. Water is then mixed 
with it. After which it is sifted through a piece 
of cloth and drunk. Ganja and charas are mixed 
with tobacco, and then smoked. 

16. Yes. It is prepared and kept in ékanas 
and madhis for free distribution. Yes, it can be 
prepared. 

17. In Sind bhang cultivators prepare bhang 
leaves and bhang seeds. 


18. Yes, charas, ganja and bhang retain their 
intoxicating effects for twelve months, after which 
period they lose their effect by degrees, and quite 
deteriorate after the lapse of three years. But 
bhang and ganja, if kept in bags, will not lose their 





effects for three years. If charas 1s allowed to 
remain in the original bags in which it is imported, 
it will not lose effect for two years; but if trans- 
ferred to other bags and exposed, it will commence to 
deteriorate after twelve months, because the original 
bags in which it is imported are made of double 
leather. ‘here is probability of bhang and ganja 
deteriorating, as it is grown from earth, and, like 
corn, it will lose its effect as time passes. There 
are no means to prevent deterioration. 


19. Yes, they are used for smoking only. 


20, Hindus and Mussalmans. Among Hindus, 
Brahmins, sanyasis, bairagis, jangams, udasis, 
shatrias, jogis and other fakirs ; three-fourths of the 
above classes smoke ganja and charas ; of other 
Hindus one-fourth only smoke them. Among 
Mussalmans half of lower classes of people and 
fakirs, and half of these smoke in large quantities in 
tikanas, madhis and otaras, and in very small 
quantity and rarely in their houses, 


21. Flat ganja is used in Sind. Only one sort 
is used, 


22. Foreign charas is used. Formerly Pathans 
used to bring it. Now it is imported from the 
Punjab. 


23, Not generally. But aghoris, 2. ¢., persons 
very much addicted to the smoking of ganja, do 
smoke bhang when they cannot get ganja. 
Some poor persons, coolies, Bhils, who are in the 
habit of smoking ganja, use the glundis of bhang 
as ganja, for the price of ganja is seven times 
more than the price of ghundt, 










24. Hindus and Mussalmans, All classes 
Hindu fakirs drink bhang, and 75 per cent. 
other Hindus drink bhang; the rest have no 
objection to drinking. Among Mussalmans 60 
per cent. of all classes except Kazis drink bhang. 
It is drunk mostly in tikanas, madhis, otaras and 
datras, and occasionally in houses. Excessive 
drinkers of bhang eat it off in cases where they 
cannot get the drink, 


25. The use of all three is on the increase. 
The reasons for it are :— 


(1) The farmers of bhang in Sind sell these 
drugs at very high rates, As, for instance, in 
Karachi bhang is sold at Rs 2-8-0, in the Hydera- 
bad taluka at Re. 1-10-8, and in the Hyderabad 
district at Re. 1-4-0, and in the Thar and Parkar 
district at one rupee per seer, while its original 
price is from anna one to annas two per seer, On 
account of these high rates, cultivators cultivate 
hemp plant secretly, which they use themselves 
and give to others, and consequently such persons 
who can get it drink it in excess, If the selling 
price were cheaper, the cultivators would never 
think of planting it secretly. 

(2} People learn to drink bhang in bad company. 
This reason is equally applicable to ganja and 
charas. 


of 
of 


26. (a) For habitual moderate consumers vide 
answers to questions 20 and 24, 


(6) One-fourth of the number, vide answers to 
questions 20 and 24, 


(c) 25 per cent. of those whom I have excluded 
in the answer to questions 20 and 24. 

(2) Rarely any. 

27. As regards elasses, see answers to questions 
20, 23 and 24, Hindu and Mussalman fakirs use 
them themselves, and have inherited the habit 
from their elders and transmit it to their chelas 
(disciples). Among the laymen, bad company or 
the want of proper care by parents leads their 





28. (a2) Bhang, one tola, cost 4 pice; charas, 
} tola, cost 3 annas ; ganja } tola, cost one anna. 


(4) Bhang, one chatang (5 tolas), cost one anna 
and eight pies; charas, 14 tolas, cost 9 annas ; 
ganja 2 tolas, cost 4 annas. 


29. No massalas or ingredients are mixed with 
ganja and charas. Ordinarily no massalas are 
mixed with bhang too, but in the hot weather 
some consumers mix cooling ingredients with it, 
and in the cold weather certain stimulating in- 
gredients are added to it. Dhatura is not ordi- 
narily mixed with it, The object of the mixture 
is that in cold season it is used as a tonic and in 
summer as a cooling beverage. I know the pre- 
paration called the bhang massala. The following 
are the ingredients:—poppy, aniseed, coriander, 
pepper, sugar, melon seeds, succory and cucumber 
seeds are used for cooling in the hot weather, and 
almonds, milk, cardamoms and sugarcandy are 
mixed as stimulants in ordinary cases, and in ex- 
ceptional cases nutmegs, mace, saffron and ghee are 
used. 


80. On an average less quantity of bhang is 
used in company than in solitude. Charas and 
ganja are used in less quantity in solitule than in 
company. 


The use of the three drugs is mainly confined to 
the male sex. Men of all ages drink bhang; 
charas and ganja are smoked by middle-aged men. 
Boys also use bhang, but very rarely ganja and 
charas. 
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831, Yes, the habit is easily formed. Yes, it is 
rather difficult to break off. Yes, there is a 
tendency for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive in the cases of chavas and ganja, but not 
in the case of bhang. 


32. There are both religious and social customs 
in regard to the consumption of bhang, but not 
ganja or charas. 

(1) On Shivaratri (the night of Shiv god) his 
worshippers offer the bhang drink to his linga. 


(2) In the hot weather most Hindus keep 
vessels full of bhang drink and water for free dis- 
tribution to all. 


(3) In all religious assemblies the bhang drink 
is prepared and distributed to all, 


(4) On the death of a big saint or sadhu vessels 
full of bhang drink and water are kept all along 
the way by which the funeral procession proceeds. 


(5) Worshippers of Vishnu (god), who are _pre- 
vented from using liquor, prepare bhang and drink 
it in Holi holidays and on other gatherings. On 
the above occasions and at other times, the use of 
bhang forms a religious or a social duty. On all 
these occasions it is used very moderately. Such a 
use cannot lead to the formation of a habit. 


33. The moderate use of bhang is not considered 
by people to be bad; but even the moderate use of 
charas or ganja is not taken to be good. There 
is a social opinion that the use of bhang is not bad, 
but that it is not good with respect to charas 
and ganja. ‘Ihe moderate use of bhang is not 
disreputable, but the use of charas or ganja m any 
form is disreputable. Jeeasons, The charas or 
ganja smoker generally suffers from asthma and 
heart-burning, loses the colour of his face. More- 
over, he appears miserable and gets a bad smell in 
the mouth. If he has no money, he is tempted 
to commit small thefts in order to procure the 
drug. But the use of bhang, called weznant bute 
(humble plant), is quite free from the above vices, 
and often aids in the remembrance of God, I 


39. Ganja and charas are never used in drinking. 
but are specially used in smoking. Bhang 1s 
specially used in drinking, and its smoking is more 
injurious than its drinking, for the smoking of 
bhang will produce all the evils of ganja smoking. 


40, Charas and ganja are never prescribed by 
native doctors, but bhang is prescribed in certain 
cases as a drink and is used in majums. It is also 
used as an application on piles and other wounds, 
It is also used in the treatment of cattle diseases. 


41. (2) Bhang aids the powers of digestion. 

(4) Yes. 

(c) Bhang is used as a febrifuge. 

(¢) Old bhang is used by persons suffering 
from syphilis, 

Old persons use bhang for aiding the powers of 
digestion. Labourers and poor men use these drugs 
to give them powers mentioned in question (6). 


Fakirs and godly persons use bhang for concen- 
tration of their thoughts. 


Tifty per cent. of the classes mentioned above 
use the drugs, I refer to the moderate use of the 
drug. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is both bene- 
ficial and harmless, but even the moderate use of 
charas and ganja is not only not beneticial, but it 
is not harmless, easons, Moderate use of bhang 
to a certain extent is a necessity for its medicinal 
properties, for the religious and social customs 
connected with it and for the fact that it creates 
fear of God. But ganja and charas in the begin- 
ning are taken as a luxury, and are not beneficial, 
but end in misery and wretchedness. They have 
heating properties, but that very heat of theirs 
destroys all manly power. 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 

44+, It is refreshing and keeps the man in good 
health. It does produce intoxication, The drink- 
ing of bhang does not allay hunger. It creates 





know nothing of the hemp plant being worshipped. 


34, It would be no privation to a moderate con- 
sumer of bhang to forego its consumption, but a 
moderate consumer of charas or ganja or the exces- 
sive consumer of bhang, charas or ganja cannot 
forego their consumption without serious privation. 
Reasons. They would fall ill, grow lazy and lose 
appetite. About 50 per cent. of the consumers 
would be thus inconvenienced. 


35, The use of all these drugs cannot be prohibit- 
ed at once; but if the use of charas and ganja be 
gradually put a stop to, it would be feasible, but 
the use of bhang can never be prohibited. If the 
use of charas and ganja were prohibited, they 
would not be imported, and hence they would not 
be illicitly consumed ; but bhang would be illicitly 
used if its use is prohibited, for it is produced in 
the country. If the importation of ganja and 
charas be prohibited, the prohibition of its use here 
can be enforced. The prohibition would occasion 
a temporary discontent among the consumers. It 
would not be a serious one. The discontent would 
not amount to political danger. The prohibition 
would not be followed by recourse to alcoholic sti- 
rulants or other drugs. 


36, No alcohol is now used in place of any of 
these drug's. 

37. Charas is doubly as intoxicating as ganja is, 
because the ganja is not so heating as charas is. 


38. Only one sort of ganja is used in Sind, hence 
J cannot giye my opinion about it, 


appetite. ‘The intoxication of charas lasts for one 
hour, that of ganja for half an hour, and that of 
bhang for four hows, Ganja and charas produce 
intoxication immediately, while bhang produces in- 
toxication after some time. The want of sub- 
sequent gratification of bhang does not produce 
any longing in a moderate consumer, The after- 
effects of ganja and charas are wretchedness and 
misery, and perhaps death. There are special 
after-effects of bhang. 

45. The habitual moderate use of all these drugs 
excepting bhang does produce noxious effects, 
physical, mental and moral, 


The use of ganja or charas impairs, but the mo- 
derate use of bhang does not impair the constitution. 


The use of ganja or charas injures the digestion 
and causes Joss of appetite. 


It causes dysentery, bronchitis and asthma, 


It impairs the moral sense, induces laziness and 
habits of immorality and debauchery, 

It deadens the intellect, but it produces no 
insanity. 

46, The excessive use of bhang, charas and ganja 
produces all the evils produced by the moderate 


use of charas and ganja, as detailed in the answer 
to question No, 45. 


47 and 48. It does not appear to be a hereditary 
habit, nor does it affect the children of a moderate 
consumer, 


49. Yes, bhang is, but not charas or ganja. Yes, 
prostitutes do so use bhang, The use of bhang 
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for this purpose is more injurious than its use as 
an ordinary narcotic, for its constant use as an 
aphrodisiac will bring on debility, The moderate all willing and unwilling purchasers to buy 
use of hemp does not tend to produce impotence, often more than the authorized quantity 

50, The answer given in 49 holds good, but the at such low rates, which not only results 
excessive use will prove more injurious. in loss to the new-comer, but tempts the 

51, Yes. It has no connection. purchasers to consume more quantity than 


52, seh of bad character use these drugs ex- Deva ai ADs mamta thay. as, Cathe, dregs 
cessiv relating to por- ‘ 
perty kg a ee rekon a _ Note.—Remedies for the above evils are detailed 
53. Yes. Unpremeditated violent crimes are com- to. anaseess ip vemos Noy G3. 
mitted, but I do not know any case in which it has 60 and 61. I do not know. 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
54. No. production of bhang should be more strictly con- 
55. Yes. Bhang alone cannot induce complete wise ; we ; 
stupefaction, nor can charas or ganja alone. ni) A cultivator wishing to cultivate hemp 
56. The effects of bhang used in moderation and aes mt rent a Pe 
in excess are so much increased by mixing dhatura, a Te barat , , 
parched grams, sesamum, that it produces uncon- (2) The cultivation should be inspected from time 
sciousness, temporary insanity, and sometimes death, | *° time. 
The effects of bhang used in moderation and in ex- (3) A Government officer should be present at 
cess can be lessened by mixing coriander, succory, | the time of reaping, and as soon as it is ready, it 
more_water—th: 


cost price if the farm for the next year is 
given to another man, and thus induces 
















usual to the drink. 

57. Ganja and charas are not used in eating or 
drinking, but they are only used in smoking. 

58. The present system is not working well, and 
is capable of improvement. 

59. The practice now in vogue is that one zilla 
or two zillas are farmed out to one man or to one 
company, which results in the following evils :— 


(1) The farmer fixes the selling prices as high 
as he likes, #.e., he becomes the lord of the 
purses of the purchasers of these drugs. 
The high prices can be judged from the 
following :— 


seal, 


(4) If the farms are given by talukas, or licenses 
issued, each licensee can watch the illicit growth 
within the limit of his farm more easily and more 
satisfactorily. 


63. The evils of giving the farm to one person 
having been pointed out in the answer to question 
No, 59, the improvements to remedy the evils are 
given below separately. 

(1) The licenses should be issued for the sale of 
drugs in the whole district. 

(2) The farm should not be sold to one man or 
to one company. 


Original cost. Selling price, (3) By such a division man ney’ ld be 
F ers ps 5 eat , y persons wou 
Rane BE ey Rs, aa fv ee employed and would earn the livelihood, independ- 
Bhang "0-2-0 # 1-10-0 do. ent of the farmer, and will be free from the 


troubles which he gives them. 


(4) If the selling rates were fixed by Govern- 
ment for whole Sind, as is now done in the cases of 
opium and country liquor, it would be well, and all 
illicit import and export of the drugs, and the 
illicit cultivation of bhang, would stop. 

In my opinion the following rates are rea- 
sonable :— 


(2) On account of the above high rates, the ha- 
bitual consumers, in order to purchase their 
usual quantities, are often led to commit 
thefts and pickpocketing, ete. 

(3) The drugs are illicitly imported from other 
parts. 

(4) Bhang is illicitly cultivated. 

(5) The farmer pays no allowance to retail sellers 
for selling the drugs, and these retail sellers 
who depend on the selling business for their 


livelihood, must necessarily sell them at | 
still higher rate, for which they murmur. 

(6) Avery large portion of the farm money 
comes from the pockets of the retail pur- 
chasers who mostly are poor and straight- 
forward and true men. 

(7) But rich, mischievous and unprincipled per- 
sons get these from the central depot of the 
monopolist at a very low rate, for he is 
afraid of them. 

(3) The monopolist gives many troubles to the 
poor retail sellers. 

(9) The whole profit of the farm goes into the 
coffers oi the monopolist and the working 
men, #.¢., the retail sellers, get no share, 

(10) One farmer cannot manage the whole dis- 
trict, though he employs many agents, 

(11) Consequently complaints of the insufficiency 
of the stock in particular shops are often 
made by district officers, 

(12) At the close of the year, the old farmer 
sells all the drugs a little higher than their 


vol. Vii, 














Thang, cost price . : 02 0 
Transport and clearance charges . 0.1 0 
Royalty ‘ ; ; me ig 
Profit to the licensee . a PU 
Total 028. OD 
which should be the selling price per seer. 
Per seer. 
Ra p 
Charas, cost including all expenses . 2 8 0 
Royalty . : ‘ . ; oe SED 
Protit to the licensee . ‘ wy Uty 0 
Total cent ade i) 
which should be the selling price per seer. 
Per seer. 
R a. p. 
Ganja, cost price : < OF 84%) 
Expenses F " , . ,'0.2 0 
Royalty . ‘ ° » 010 O 
Profit to the licensee . 0 6 8 
Total 7110 & 





which should be the selling price per seer and 
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orders should be issued that no drugs should be 
sold at higher or lower rates than the rates fixed. 


(5) In consequence of the uniform rates every- 
where, no drugs will be illicitly imported and 
exported. 


(6) On account of low rates, there will be no 
illicit growth of the hemp plant. 


(7) On account of cheap rates, the poor pur- 
chasers would be relieved of their present troubles 
and grievance. 


(8) On account of there being many licensees in 
the whole district, no complaints of the msufh- 
ciency of the stock of any of the drugs will likely 
be made by District Officers. 


(9) The rich and the poor will have equal 
treatment. 


(10) The evils, which are the results of the 
transfer of the farm to another at the end of the 
year, will disappear. 

64, The quantity covered by a permit should be 
transported all at one time, and not in instalments ; 
and if the whole of the quantity covered by such 
a pass is not procurable and after the portion 
procurable is transported, the permit covering the 
quantity should expire, for the transport of the 
quantity covered by a permit in instalments gives 
many opportunities of committing crime, 

65. In my opinion the taxation of ganja, charas 
and bhang is unreasonable, both with reference to 
(2) one another, and (4) to country liquor and 
opium, 

Per seer. 

Roa p. 
1, Country liquor, manufac- 
ture expenses. . 
Selling price (including 
royalty) i.e.,the selling 
price including royalty 
is four times its cost 
price . . : 


0 6 0 


cS 


6 


© 


. Opium, original cost about 
Selling price, z.e., the sell- 
ing price including 
royalty is a little more 
than four times its cost 
price F . . 

. Bhang, original cos ; 


oo 


Selling price including 
royalty, ete., @.¢, the 
selling price is thirteen 
times the cost price . 

. Ganja, original cost, etc. 

Selling price, ¢.e., the sell- 
ing price is twenty times 
the cost price. ‘ 


oOo © 


5. Charas, original cost, ete. 
Selling price, 2.¢., the sell- 
ing price is fifteen times 


the cost price. - 80 0 0 


The rates which are reasonable in my opinion 
have been given in the answer to question 63, and 
will be found to correspond with the present rates 
of opium and country hiquor. 

66. Only one kind of ganja is used in Sind, 
therefore the question cannot be answered, 

67. Lhave objections, but Iam not in posses- 
sion of sufficient information. 


68, There are no such shops. 


69, The wishes of the people are not consulted 
but they should be consulted and considered, 


> 


70. Ganja is illicitly imported from Cutch, but 
the smugglers, if apprehended, are punished, 


General Remarks.—Another preparation from 
the hemp plant is majum : about a pound of bhang 
is boiled in five or six seers of water ; half a pound 
of ghee is also put in it. When the water after 
boiling is reduced to a pound, i.¢., as much as 
bhang, it is mixed with sugar, and made into 
majum. Other ingredients are also put, t.e.—pop- 
py pods, cardamom and saffron. This majum is 
sold at one anna per tola or even at much higher 
rate. 


It is requested that in suggesting a new system 
of farming out these drugs and other improve- 
ments therein to Government, the Commission 
would be pleased to consider the following points 
which I herewith submit :— 


(1) The use of ganja and charas should be put 
a stop to at once, because the smokers of ganja 
and charas are by this habit at once reduced to 
misery and penury, 

(2) They are not used on any social or religious 
customs, 


| 

|. (By None of. them iainsefal ox! beef cial iiv’any 

| way. 

(4) They produce many physical diseases, as 
asthma, piles, cough, jaundice, impotence, and 
many other various diseases. 

(5) Both of these produce intoxication at once, 
which produces unconsciousness, and there is every 

| 


likelihood of the smoker being plundered. 


(6) They are never used in the treatment of any 
disease, 


(7) Both lead to crime, 

(8) By foregoing these, no smoker would resort 
to other narcotics, liquor, ete, 

(9) People use them as a luxury, and do get a 


temporary pleasure, but are much harassed by their 
after-effects, 


(10) Sons of rich men sometimes get into the 
habit, and I have seen many of them who after- 
What could then be the 


wards became beggars. 
condition of the poor ? 


For the above reasons I am of opinion that 
ganja and charas should be put a stop to at once, 
No deaths will result from foregoing their use, and 
there is no danger to Government at all. 


As for bhang, it should not be prohibited. It is 
used both on religious and social gatherings. The 
only improvement to be made is that uniform and 
cheap rates should be introduced everywhere, in 
which case, the rich and the poor, the high and 
the low, will be equally treated. There is every 
likelihood that crime would disappear.  Lilicit 
growth will cease. The evils of illicit growth are 
' that abkari laws are broken, the produce is illicitly 
| sold or given to others, that it is illicitly consum- 

ed, and that those who get it for nothmg or on 
payment of a nominal sum, consume it in excess, 
and thus intoxication increases, All these evils 
will be stopped. 


Besides, the whole zillah should not be farmed 
| 


out to one man, because the hemp cultivation will 
not be properly watched over. But if the farm is 
sold y talukas, or licenses are given, the illicit 
growth would be strictly watched over and will 
ultimately stop. 

Uses and benefits of bhang :— 

(1) It is used on religious or social customs. 


(2) The intoxication takes effect gradually, and 
therefore will not be dreadful, 
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(8) It aids the powers of digestion, 


(4) Moderate use of bhang makes a man medi- 
tative and intelligent for the time he is under 
its influence. 

(5) It aids in the meditation of God and creates 
fear of Hari. 

(6) The consumer of bhang grows timid, and 
never Commits any offence under its influence, 

(7) It is used as an application in piles and 
wounds, 

(8) It is used in syphilis, pox and other diseases, 


(9) It is used in the treatment: of cattle diseases, 


(10) Followers of Vishnu (who do not take 
liquor) use it on Holi holidays and on other 
religious and social gatherings. 


(11) The selling of bhang at cheaper rate will 
decrease the number of liquor consumers, 
who would willingly take to bhang drink, 


(12) Bhang is not such a narcotic as to induce 
the consumer to commit an offence volun- 
tarily. It is taken solely as a beverage and 
makes the consumer humble and quiet. The 
above are the results of my observation and 
experience, 





32. Evidence of AMRUMOL Prrrampas, Farmer of Bhang, Charas, Ganja and 
Opium, Karachi. 


2, Ganja and charas are not produced in Sind, 
hut bhang is. It is called bhang, There is one 
sort called pai and another called ghundi. 


4, There are two kinds of bhang; one is called 
kakt, the other is called sale, 

5. The wild plant grows wherever there are seeds 
on the ground and rain falls on them. 

6. Its growth is scattered. 

7. Yes, bhang is cultivated in my province. It 
is pounded and drunk. Majum is also prepared 
from it, It is produced in Shikarpur, at Bubak, 
taluka Sehwan, Khebar, zillah Hyderabad, and in 
Fattu. 

8. It grows in abundance in Bubak, taluka Seh- 
wan, It grows to a limited extent in Shikarpur, 
and in small quantities in Khebar, zillah Hyder- 
bad, and in Fattu. 


10. Yes, they are zamindars who cultivate bhang 
among other kinds of crops. 

18. No ganja is produced in Sind. 

14. Nothing else is prepared from bhang in Sind, 
except majum. 

16. Bhang alone can be prepared from the plant, 
wherever it is cultivated, but ganja and charas are 
not prepared. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


ous, but it is injurious to smoke ganja and charas 
to excess. 


38. Round ganja is more intoxicating, but flat 
ganja and “ chur” are less intoxicating. 


40. Bhang is often used in treating human 
diseases and cattle disease. 


41. (2) Bhang is used as a digestive, 

42. In my opinion moderate consumers will not 
be injured. 

43, Consumers of ganja, charas and bhang are 
inoffensive to their neighbours. 


44, Bhang gives an appetite to those who drink 
it. Ganja and charas produce heat, and therefore 
ganja and charas consumers are healthy and hale. 
If they cannot get the drug they will be greatly 
iconvenienced. 

45. A moderate use of the drugs causes no injury 
to consumers, 


55. Complete stupefaction cannot be induced by 
any of these drugs. 

56. The effects of bhang are cooling. If bhang 
is drunk mixed with massalas, its mtoxicating 
effects are considerably weakened. If drunk to 


- excess, its intoxication can only be counteracted by 


, the use of pickles and ghee. 


18, All these three drugs deteriorate by keeping © 


long. The effects are weakened by time. They 
can be kept good for twelve months, They deteri- 
orate by exposure. No especial measures are taken 
to prevent deterioration. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 

20, Hindus, Mussalmans, sanyasis, fakirs, and 
Marathas. 

21, Round ganja is much preferred. 

22. Charas is imported from Amritsar. I un- 
derstand that it is the produce of Yarkand and 
Ladak. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

25. It is not on the decrease. 
tionary. 


It keeps sta- | 


29. Dhatura is not mixed with bhang, but / 
other kinds of massala are mixed, such as poppy — 
seeds, cardamoms, hemp seeds, a!monds, sugarcandy, | 


dried rose leaves and other cooling ingredients, 

31. Some persons gradually acquire the habit b 
keeping on smoking it occasionally. The habit is 
very difficult to break off. 

34, It causes inconvenience to many persons to 
forego it. 

35, It would be difficult to give up any kind of 
intoxicating drug. 


37, The effects of drinking bhang are not injuni- | 


It is not customary 
to mix dhatura with bhang. 


57, 
58. 


60. 


Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
In my opinion the system is working well. 
Ganja is not produced in Sind. 

61. Charas is uot made in Sind, 


62, When bhang is cultivated over one or two. 
jirebs, it is cultivated under a license and is under 
the control of Government. Occasionally hemp plants 
are sown by cultivators in the fields, If Govern- 
ment controls this occasional planting and puts a 
stop to it, it will do well. 


63. I have no objections to the present system. 
64. I have no objection to this question. 


65. In my opinion the present taxation should 
be continued. 


66, In my opinion the present system should be 
continued. 


67. I have no objections. 


68, In my opinion the present system should 
be continued. 


69. In my opinion shops should be opened where 
necessary. 


70, Those who import larger quantities than 
those allowed by law are punished, but no duty is 
paid in respect of the drugs, 
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33. Evidence of MaNncHANMAL ALUMAL, Bhang, Ganja and Charas, and Opium 
farmer, Karachi. 


1. Iam acquainted with the subject myself. I 
have managed a hemp drugs business for many 
years. I am acquainted with men who take bhang, 
charas and ganja. Iam therefore able to answer 
the following questions, 

2. Ganja and charas are not produced in Sind, 
but bhang is. One kind is called pani and another 
ghundt, 

3. Bhang does not grow wild in Sind. 

4, Bhang is called bhang or the plant of Shiva. 
There are three kinds of bhang, Aaki, sald and ghundi. 

6, The wild hemp ordinarily grows scattered. 

7. Bhang is cultivated in my province and is 
used for drinking ; and majum is also made from it. 
In Shikarpur, Bubak, taluka Sehwan, Khebar, zilla 
Hyderabad, and in taluka Tatta bhang is culti- 
vated, 

10. The cultivators are zamindars, and among 
other crops cultivate bhang, 

13, Ganja is not made in Sind. 

14, Nothing else is made from bhang except 
majum—vzde question 7, chapter II. 

17. Zamindars, 

18, These drugs deteriorate by keeping them 
long. They lose their effects if kept long. They 
can keep good for twelve months, These drugs 
deteriorate by exposure. No special measures are 
taken to prevent deterioration. 

19, Ganja and charas are both used for smoking, 

20. Hindus, Mussalmans, sanyasis, fakirs and 
Marathas smoke them in “isanas, dharamsalas, 
dairas (Mussalman inns) and generally in houses, 

21. Round ganja is preferred. 

22. Charas imported from Amritsar. 
duced in Yarkand, Ladak and Bokhara. 

23, Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24, Bhang is drunk by IIindus and Mussalmans 
generally, 


It is pro- 


25, It is on the increase. 


27. The consumers of the drugs are mainly 
Hindus. Adult men of all classes drink it habi- 
tually. 

29. Dhatura is not mixed with bhang, but mas- 
-sala is; the ingredients being poppy seed, carda- 
mons, hemp seed, almonds, saffron, dry rose leaves, 
aniseed, pepper. Ganja and charas are smoked 
along with tobacco, 


30. The bhang is mainly drunk by the male sex, 
but im some parts the female sex also drinks it as a 
cooling beverage; but it is not taken by children, 
People in Karachi keep vessels full of bhang handy 
in the hot weather and distribute it by way of 
charity to any one who wants it. 


31, Certain persons gradually get into habits of 
excess by continually smoking it, It is difficult to 
abandon the habit, 


32, Whenever in Karachi a panchayat is conven- 
ed, it is the custom to distribute bhang, The 
bhang mixed with sugar and powder is distributed 
to the members, The same practice is observed at 
Shivaratri, when bhang prepared with sugar is first 
offered to Shiva along with powdered bread and then 
distributed to all those who come to the Shivalaya 
to worship the Linga, After they have finished 
the worship, they drink the bhang and eat the 


powdered bread there and then go home to their 
houses. Bhang is called the plant of Shiva, The 
use of bhang im the above manner does not lead to 
a habit of taking it, nor is it injurious, 

33. Bhang is generally drunk as a digestive and 
as a cooling draught. It is liked by most people. 
The use of ganja and charas is not, as a rule, re- 
garded favourably by people. No custom of wor- 
shipping any of these drugs prevails, 

34, It would cause serious privation to most per- 
sons if they had to forego the use of bhang. 
Bhang drinking helps the powers of digestion. 
Bhang is beneficial in many other ways. 


35. It would be difficult to prohibited the use 
of it. The prohibition would cause serious dis- 
content, and if it were prohibited by a weak 
Government, it would cause much disturbance. 
The bhang drinkers would not have recourse to 
alcoholic stimulants, but ganja and charas smokers 
would be greatly discontented, for they would be 
much inconvenienced by such a prohibition. 


36. No, The use of bhang has taken the place 
of alcoholic stimulants, for many men have given 
up the habit of taking alcoholic stimulants and 
taken to bhang, for bhang has cooling effects, 

37, Charas is more intoxicating than ganja. 

38. Round ganja is more intoxicating, Chur 
and flat ganja are less intoxicating, hence round 
ganja is preferred. 

39. The best bhang is cultivated in Shikarpur. 
The zamindars pluck off ghundis from the plant 
and pound and drink them. These ghundis (knot- 
ted leaves and young twigs) form a kind of ganja. 
The ghundis after they are pounded and drunk are 
as intoxicating as ganja. This is called bhang of 
ghundis, If ganja is to be prepared, it can pro- 
bably be prepared from the ghund¢s, 

40, Bhang is used in the treatment of cattle 
disease and is used in many human diseases. It is 
prescribed by Unani (Greek) physicians and Hindu 


doctors in some diseases. 
41. (4) Bhang is used as a digestive. 
staying-power and alleviates fatigue. 


(c) The moderate use of ganja and charas is a 
stimulant and produces appetite. 


It gives 


42. In my opinion moderate use is harmless, 


43, Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours and others, 


44, Bhang produces appetite. Ganja and charas 
produce heat in the constitution. If consumers 
cannot get the drug, they are greatly inconveni- 
enced. ‘The effect lasts for one or two hours, It 
creates appetite and produces heat. It is beneficial 
in cases of flatulence and enlarged spleen. 

45. Moderate use produces no noxious effects, 

Moderate use of bhang is not injurious. 

Excessive use of ganja and charas is injurious, 
because it brings on coughing, 

46, Excessive use of ganja and charas is injurious 
to the consumer. 

47, No, 


49. Yes; many use it as an aphrodisiac, Yes; 
prostitutes also so use it. The use of bhang does 
not produce impotence but ganja and charas pro- 
duce impotence and debility in old age. 


55. Complete stupefaction is not produced by 
any of these drugs, 
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_ 56. The effects of bhang are cooling. If bhang 
is drunk mixed with massala its intoxicating effects 
are lessened, If drunk to excess, its intoxicating 
effects are weakened only by taking pickles and 


ghee. It is not usual to drink bhang mixed with 
dhatura, 


57, Ganja and charas are used in smoking, 

58. The system in my opinion is working well. 

60. Ganja is not prepared in my province. 

61. Charas is not prepared in Sind. 

62, When an acre or two of bhang is cultivated, 
the cultivation is undertaken after obtaining a 
license and is under Government control. Sometimes 
cultivators sow a plant or two on the ridges of fields, 
or seeds fallen by chance on the ground spring up. 


If Government were to control this growth and 
order it to be put a stop to, it would be well. 


63, I have no objection to the present system. 


64, I have no objections to the regulations. The 
Government orders allowing every man to trans- 
port 40 tolas are not objectionable, if transported 
within the same zilla; but it is objectionable to 
transport from one zilla to another. 


65. The present taxation should continue in my 
opinion. 


66. In my opinion the present system should 
continue, 
67. I have no objections. 


68. In my opinion the present system should 
continue, 

69. Shops should be opened where necessary. 

70, Those who import quantities exceeding the 
prescribed limit are punished. No duty is paid in 
respect to them, 





34, Evidence of Dayaram Kisnuncuanp, Bhang, Charas and Ganja, and Opium 
Farmer, Hyderabad. 


1. I give the answers from my personal know- 
ledge and experience, as I have managed the drugs 
farms for many days. 

2, All the drugs are known in my province by 
the same names which are given in the book. 

3. I hear that the wild hemp plant grows spon- 
taneously in the Punjab and Quetta, where it 
springs up aided by snow. I cannot, however, 
give any positive information about it. 

4. It is known by the names of sai, subzi, 
Shiva’s plant, nangin and bubakain. These names 
refer to the same plant. 


5. The wild hemp does not grow in my province, 
hence I cannot give the special conditions of 
climate, etc. 

6. I cannot say, as the plant does not grow 
here, 


7. It is cultivated— 





province, nor does the wild bhang grow here, 
therefore I cannot say anything about them. 


12. No wild hemp is cultivated in. the Hydera- 
bad zilla, and I do not know whether ganja is 
produced from it or not. The male plants growing 
in the Hyderabad district are extirpated. It is 
said that they are bhangro, 7.e., male plants, and 
are not used in drinking, 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of ganja is not restricted in Hyderabad. 
It is restricted, but the restriction is not in 
practice, nor are people acquainted with that kind 
of cultivation, but ganja is cultivated in Panvel, 
in Bombay, and in Cutch and Bhooj. It can be 
cultivated, but the people are not acquamted with 
the mode of cultivation, nor is it usual to cultivate 
it here, hence it is not cultivated. 


14, (a) and (4) No. 





not for (a); 
not for (4); 
but for (c). 
Not for fibres, but for seeds (d). 


1% is only cultivated in the villages of Khebar 
and Mehar, taluka Halla, district Hyderabad ; 
about 500 maunds are produced. ‘The farmer buys 
it there. It isalso cultivated in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and about 3,0U0 maunds 
are produced, The farmer buys that too. In the 
Hyderabad zilla about 500 maunds are produced, 
out of which 100 maunds are purchased by the 
farmer. 

8. In Khebar and Mehar, taluka Ialla, about 
1,200 maunds of bhang used to be raised, but now 
about 100 maunds only are produced, 


Reasons. The cultivators are engaged in other 
eultivation. The produce in Bubak is stationary ; 
it has neither increased nor decreased. 


9, It is cultivated like other cultivation. “The 
land is first irrigated, ploughed, and scattered with 
seeds, but the hemp cultivatiun requires more 
water and more care, 

10. Yes; it is mostly cultivated by Belochs, 
Pirs, Sayads and other fakirs without permission. 
Yes, in addition to the above, there are other culti- 
yators of the hemp plant who belong to the same 
class as other agricultural cultivators. 


11. The ganja plants are not cultivated in this 








(c) Yes, 


It is cultivated only in Hyderabad and Karachi 
districts, and about 8,50U are raised. 


15. The wild plant does not at all grow here, so 
I cannot say anything about its preparation, drink- 
ing or smoking, but the following particulars are 
given about the cultivated plant :— 


(4) Bhang is not ordinarily smoked, but some 
persons smoke ghundis mixed with tobacco 
as ganja. 


(B) Bhang is not ordinarily eaten raw, but in 
exceptional cases awadaoot fakirs powder the 
dry leaves in their hands, and eat them raw 
in order to get more intoxication, Majum 
is also made from the dry leaves of bhang. 
The leaves are boiled and mixed with su- 
gar. 


(C) The plant is reaped and dried, after which 
it is beaten, and the leaves and stalks are 
separated. The stalks are thrown away, and 
the leaves and seeds are kept for drinking. 


16. No; people do not cultivate the hemp plant 
in their houses, Yes; it can be prepared. I know 
nothing about these (ganja and charas). 


17. Hindus and Mussalmans, peasants, only pre- 
pare bhang and nothing else. 


18, The intoxicating effects of ganja are lessen- 
ed after the lapse of three years, those of charas 
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after the expiry of two years, and those of bhang 
after the lapse of three years. After twelve months 
it changes its colour. Yes ; they lose their intoxicat- 
ing effects in time, They can keep good for two 
or three years. They deteriorate if kept for a long 
time, for they are products of soil. I believe there 
are no measures which can prevent their deteriora- 
tion. 


19, Yes; they are used only for smoking in this 
province ; they are put to no other uses, 


20, All classes of people smoke them, except 
Europeans, Parsis, Boras, and Akoli Sikhs, 

The smokers will form about one-fourth of these 
classes. They are smoked mostly in madhis and 
otaras, No special places are fixed for them. 

21. Flat ganja is preferred. Chur is smoked 
only by poor persons, for they get it cheaper. No 
special place is appointed for them, 

22. No native charas is prepared, but foreign 
charas is imported from Yarkand, called Yarkandi 


use leads to the excessive if the quantity. is daily 
increased. 

82. There are religious and social customs in 
regard to the consumption of bhang alone: when 
parties meet for performing worship or for singing 
the praises of God, bhang 1s used, and Mussalmans 
use it in Muharram. The use of bhang’ in the 
above cases is considered rather essential, On such 
occasions its use is moderate, and there is no doubt 
that its use will lead to habit, but it will not be 
injurious, 

33, The consumers regard the use as a good. 
There is no public opinion in regard to it. I do 
not think that any form of the narcotic is disreput- 
able, for all classes of people partake of it. The 
hemp plant is not worshipped here, but the bhang 


| drink 1s offered to god Shiva. 


34, It would, indeed, be a privation for the con- 
sumers of these drugs to forego the use. About 
one-fourth of such consumers. 





~charas. First it is imported in Amritsar, and 
thence it is ordered by merchants here. 


23. Bhang is not used for smoking, but excessive 
smokers smoke the ghundis of bhang in place of 
ganja, if they do not get it in time. No place is 
fixed for them, and ghundis are so used on very 
rare occasions, 

24, Awadhoot fakirs occasionally eat bhang 
when they get no time to pound it. 
classes drmk bhang, except Europeans, Parsis and 
Bhoras. Itis drunk in o¢aras, madhis, houses, ete. 
T cannot give the exact proportion of the bhang 
eaters, but of bhang drinkers there may be 6 out of 
16. 

25. The use of ganja is decreasing, but that of 
bhang and charas is increasing. The reasons are 
that ganja does not produce intoxication immedia- 
tely, hence its use is decreasing, 


People of all | 


Charas produces — 


an instantaneous intoxication, hence it is extensively | 


used, Bhang is cooling, hence it is more resorted to, | for drinking or smoking 
26. These preparations cannot be accurately © times use bhang in medicinal preparations, 


given, but the following are estimated to be the 
numbers :—= 


(2) Bhang, charas, and ganja }. 
(6) Cannot be ascertained. 

(c) Bhang %, charas 55, ganja +5. 
(¢) Cannot be given, 

27, The consumers are sanyasis, wandering sut- 
herias, mochees, muhanas and kanjars, 

The company of the smokers of these drugs 
often leads to these habits, and sometimes they are 
taken as an antidote against diseases. 

28. (2) Bbang 14 tola, € pies; charas 1} 
massa, 9 pies; ganja 14 massa, 6 pies, 

(b) Nothing. 


29, In exceptional cases coriander, aniseed, 


poppy-seeds, cardamom, sugar, almonds, saffron, ° 


mace and milk are mixed with bhang. In ordi- 


nary cases tobacco is mixed with ganja and charas , 
by all, except Europeans, Parsis and Boras. Dha- 
tura is not soused. These mixtures give more | 
pleasure. No other massalas are sold with bhang | 


and charas, but these are purchased separately, 
and nothing else but water is mixed with them. 


company. The habit of using these drugs prevails 
among men and boys and occasionally among 
women, 


31. The habit is easily formed in company, and 
it is difficult to break olf ; the moderate habitual 


35. The prohibition would not be feasible. The 
drug would be used illicity. The prohibition can- 
not be enforced. It would occasion discontent 
among the consumers, Government revenue 
would suffer. The consumers might create a dis- 
turbance. The prohibition will be followed by a 
recourse to other drugs. 

36, Alcohol is not used as a substitute for 
these drugs. 


37. Yes; charas produces intoxication at once, 
whereas ganja takes time, 


38. These different kinds of ganja have differ- 
ent effects in degree and not in kind. 

39, Ghundis of bhang are smoked and drunk, 
Majum is also prepared from them, which is used 
in eating ; bhang is used as bhang, It is not in 
any way injurious. 

40, They are not prescribed by native doctors 
Native physicians some- 
Only 
bhang is used in the treatment of cattle-disease, 

41. Yes— 

(a) Bhang alone. 

(6) Bhang gives staying-power under severe 
exertion, and charas and ganja in other 
cases, 

(c) No. 

(¢) I cannot say, 

42. Answer to this is given in 41, 

43, No. 

44, Yes; it is refreshing, It produces moder- 
rate intoxication, It creates appetite after one or 
two hours. It allays hunger immediately after 
drinking it. Its effects last for two or three 
hours. There are no after-effects, The want pro- 
duces no uneasiness to the moderate drinker, but 
it creates a temporary longing, 

45. (a), (6), (e) (e) No. 

(d@) No; but 
asthma, p 

(7) The moderate use will not. It does 


ganja and charas produce 


, not produce insanity. 
30. One person can consume ten tolas of bhang | 
one tola charas and one tola ganja singly or in | 





(g) It is used by persons suffering from 
mental anxiety or brain disease to obtain relief, 

46, Excessive use will bring on all the di- 
seases mentioned in 45, 

47 and 4S, No, 

49, Yes; prostitutes use 


it so, Its use for 
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this purpose is more injurious than its use as an 
ordinary narcotic, for it would produce weakness 
and debility. The use of hemp does not produce 
impotence, 

50. The excessive use of the drugs is injuri- 
ous. 


51. Yes; no connection, 


52, There may be very few bad characters who 
use these drugs m excess, but they are not bold 
enough to commit offences such as affray. 

53 and 54, No. 


55. Yes; complete stupefaction can be induced 
by mixing ganja and bhang; and if a consumer 
uses it in excess, there is every probability of his 
becoming unconscious. 

56. The intoxicating effects of bhang are les- 
sened by mixing coriander and aniseed with 
it, and this mixture is cooling. Dhatura is not 
mixed. 


57. Charas and ganja are not drunk, but are 
smoked, 

58. The system is working well. 
capable of improvement in my opinion. 

59. Ido not think that there is any necessity 
of making any improvement in it. 


It is not 


60. Ganja is not cultivated in my province. 
61. Charas is not cultivated in my province, 


62, Bhang prepared from the hemp plant is well 
prepared, but it requires to be controlled over, It 





is not in Government custody as other narcotics 
are, and people cultivate it without a license and 
reap and take it home without permission. This 
encourages smuggling and leads to increase the use 
of narcotics. 


63, I have no objection. 


64. I have no objections; but the quantity, 7.e., 
40 tolas, allowed to each manto take from one 
place to another, 7.¢., from one taluka to another, 
without a pass, is excessive. He cannot use so 
much. If allowed to take the above quantity, 
there is great probability of illicit transport and. of 
the increase of the use. Therefore the possession 
of bhang should be reduced to ten tolas and ganja 
and charas to five tolas each. This is my opimion. 


65. The taxation is reasonable, and there ap- 
pears to be no reason for making any alterations 
in it. 

66. There appears to be no reason for making 
any alteration in it. 

67, I have no objection. 


68. There are no such shops, and it is not ne- 
cessary to have such shops in this province, 

69. The wishes of the people are consulted and 
are considered. 

70. There are no such facts. Restrictions and 
measures against importation and smuggling are 
in force, and they are suffcient. If any drug is so 
imported, immediate measures are taken to bring 
the offender to justice ; and I can offer no further 
remarks in the matter. 


35, Evidence of Din Manomen, Contractor, Shikarpur. 


3, In the Shikarpur district. 


4, In Sind it is called bhang and is known by 
no other name. 


The plants are cut and dried wherever they grow, 
and bhang is prepared from them, But ganja and 
charas are prepared from hemp plant, where it 





6. The wild plant generally grows dense, but its 
growth is scattered if the soil is poor. 

7. Bhang is cultivated in my province; bhang 
is produced here, but ganja and charas are import- 
ed from foreign countries. 


8. Particulars under this question can be obtain- | 


ed from Government records. 

9, The process of cultivation is as under :— 

The land is cleared of jungle, irrigated, ploughed, 
after which seeds are scattered over it. 

10, They do not belong to special classes, 
persons cultivate bhang in this district. 


11. Ganja plants are not produced from the 
seeds of the wild plant. It isa different kind of 
the hemp plant which produces ganja. 


12. No hemp is cultivated for the production of 
ganja in my province, nor is such a practice pre- 
valent here. Ganja is imported from foreign 
countries. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted, But no such practice exists in 
Sind. 

14, Ganja and charas are not prepared, but 
bhang is cultivated, and this is extensively used by 
people here. 


Many 


15. Charas is made from the flowers of the 
hemp plant and genie from its leaves. Charas and 
ganja are smoked ; bhang is pounded, mixed with 
water and then drunk, Such a practice prevails 
in this province. 


16, There is no special mode of preparing bhang, 





| 
| 
| 


grows or in any other place, 
17. Hindus, Mussalmans, Bengalis, Pathans, 
Marwadis and Hindustanis, 


18. These drugs do not deteriorate if properly 
taken care of. They can keep good for ten years 
with ordinary care, but. soon get spoiled by water. 

19. Ganja and charas are only used in smoking. 


20. No special class or classes smoke them; a 
certain number of people of all classes smoke them, 
and the rest do not, 

21. Very little ganja is used in this province, 
Very few persons smoke it; no particular kind is 
preferred. 


22. Ganja is extensively used in Hindustan. 
Hindustanis use ganja, and it is imported either 
from the Punjab or Hindustan. 


23. Only that kind of the hemp plant from 
which ganja is made is used in smoking, 


24, In all provinces Hindustan and Sind, bhang 
is pounded and drunk, Very few persons eat 
bhang, 


25, The use of bhang is incréasing, and so of 
charas, but the consumption of ganja in this pro- 
vince is very limited. 


26. No definite proportions of peopie consume 
these drugs. The proportions are given under 
Nos. 28 and 30, and more quantity is consumed on 
festivais and gatherings. 


27. Hindusand Mussalmans and others consume 
these drugs. Company with consumers of these 
drugs leads to the formation of a habit, 
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28. The cost of bhang per diem to customers can- 
not be fixed. Some spend 3 pies, some 1 pie, some 
2 pies, some 2 annas, and some 4 annas; but there 
are very few excessive consumers. The cost of 
charas per diem is from 1 pice to 4 pice or 2 annas, 
and very little ganja is used in this province. 


29. Aniseed, cardamoms, cummin seeds and 
almonds are sometimes mixed and pounded with 
bhang, and sugarcandy is also added. Dhatura is 
mixed by some persons to make the bhang more 
intoxicating, Few persons mix dhatura with 
bhang for the purpose of committing crime. No 
ingredient is mixed with ganja and charas, 


30. Some persons consume 1 tola, some } tola, 
some 5 tolas, and some 2} tolas, 
company, the quantity sufficient to meet the wants 
of all is ordered. It is used both by men and 
women, In Sind boys are also in the habit of 
drinking bhang, but in a less quantity than men, 


31. Long practice leads to the formation of a 
habit, It is difficult to break off. The moderate 
habit does not develop into the excessive. 


32, It is forbidden by Muhammadan religion to 
use these drugs. More information about the 
practice of using it among the Hindus can be 
obtained from them, The use of bhang, charas 
and ganja leads to the formation of a habit, and is 
also injurious. 

33. The use of these drugs is considered to be a 
habit. It is forbidden according to the Muhammad- 
an religion, ‘There is no religious opinion in regard 
to it. But the Hindus worship it and it is not in 
disrepute. But the use according to the Mussalman 
religion is disreputable, 

34, It would be a privation to consumers to fore- 
go its use. Men of all classes use them. 

35. Government can prohibit the use, but gra- 
dually. The drug would be illicitly used. It 
would occasion discontent among the consumers, 
The discontent will not amount to political danger. 
People will have recourse tothe use of a little 
quantity of alcohol, 

36. Alcchol is not substituted for any of these 
drugs. 

37. The intoxication of ganja is keener than 
that of charas. 

38, Ganja is not used in this province. 

39, It is not injurious. 

40. They are prescribed by physicians, and are 
used in the treatment of cattle-disease. 

41, It is beneficial. 


42. Even the moderate use wil] be injurious, but 
after a long time. 


43, No, 
44, It produces intoxication, It does not allay 
hunger, Its intoxicating effects last four or five 


hours, The want of it produces longing. 
45. (a) No. 
(¢) It impairs the constitution. 
(c) It injures the digestion, 
(d) It does not cause dysentery, but causes 


Tf it is drunk in | 


a TE 


asthma in the end. It induces laziness, but does 
not induce habits of immorality. 


(f) The excessive use deadens the intellect. It 
does not produce insanity. Ganja will not produce 
insanity, nor will insanes confess to the use of the 
drug. 

(g) They obtain relief, The excessive use of 
bhang leads into too much indulgence. 


46, They are used both in moderation and in 
excess. 


47, The use of bhang leads to the formation of 
a habit, but it has no effect upon the children. 


48, Each of the drugs can be consumed in excess, 


49, These drugs are used as aphrodisiac, Pros- 
titutes use them so. The excessive use of bhang 
produces impotence after a long time. 

50. Answers are given, under No, 46. 


51. Bad charcters use these drugs moderately, 
and habitually, but their use has no connection with 
crime, 

52. Their use has no connection with crime, as is 
said above. 

53 and 54, No. 


55. Persons are not stupefied, but sufis (persons 
not habituated to the use of narcotics) are stupefied 
even without admixture. 


56. Dhatura is mixed with bhang to make it 
more intoxicating for personal consumption and 
also for administration to others, but this is done on 
rare occasions, 


57, Ganja and charas are not used in drinking, 
but are used in smoking. 


58. The system is working well, but the rates 
are dear, which give immense profit to the farmer. 


59. The agreement of the farmer should contain 
a condition that he will sell the drugs at a fixed 
rate. 


60, Ganja is not prepared here. 
_ 61. Charas is not prepared here, It is mostly 
imported from Khorassan and other countries, 

62, The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is sufficiently taken care of by 
the cultivators. 


63. The farmer sells these drugs at high rates. 
These should be improved. 


64. I have no objections, 


65, The practice of drinking bhang _ prevails 
chiefly in Sind. The taxation of the same is rea- 
sonable, but the farmer sells it dear. 


66. I have no objections. 

67. No. 

68. There are shops in my province. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted. 


70. These drugs are not smuggled from Native 
States; the smugglers, if any, are detected and 
punished, Duty is really paid on such drugs; 
these drugs are bought from the shops and used as 
usual by certain people of all classes, and not by 
any particular class. 
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EVIDENCE OF BERAR WITNESSES. 





1. Evidence of Mr. A. Exuiorr, Deputy Commissioner, Wun District. 


51. During my service of more than twenty- 
four years in Berar, I do not remember auy case 
in which the accused person was supposed to have 
committed the crime as a result of use of these 
drugs; nor does the moderate use of these drugs 
convert the consumers into bad characters, nor, 
vice versa, are bad characters, as a rule, consumers 
of these drugs. 


52. The excessive use of these drugs is injurious 
to the health of the consumers, and, I believe, 
affects their mind and intellect, but does not, as 
far as my experience goes, tend towards crime. 
On the contrary, the excessive use of these drugs 
so completely undermines the health, nerve, and 
mind of the consumer as to leave him almost 
incapable of committing premeditated crime. 


53. I do not know of any such case, but it is 
quite possible that excessive indulgence in any of 


these drugs, particularly bhang, might lead to 
temporary frenzy, during which unpremeditated 
crime might be committed. 

54. Not that I am aware of, 


55, Certain classes of criminals do use drugs of 
various kinds to stupefy their victims, or even to 
kill them ; this type of criminal was more common 
in old days than now, Whether ganja, bhang, 
and charas were, or are, more frequently the drugs 
used for this purpose than dhatura or other drugs 
I do not know, but as far as I am aware the action 
of these drugs would not be sufficiently rapid to 
suit the purposes of the criminal in most cases, 
I have never seen any experiments made with 
these drugs, and do not know whether complete 
stupefaction can be induced by them without 
admixture, 





2. Evidence of Kuan Bawapor Saamsuppin ALI Kuan, Officiating Deputy 
Commissioner, Basim District. 


_ 51. No, None so far as has come to my notice 
in this district. 
52. Not come under notice in this district. 


53. Probably would, but I cannot speak from 
personal observations. No. 


54. Not so far as I know. Liquor is generally 
taken on such occasions both before and after 
committing the offence. 


55, I have not come across’any such cases. I 
believe it can, 





8. Evidence of C. Saam Rao, Aftaché to the Resident at Hyderabad, now at Pusad, 
Basim District. 


1. I obtained the information regarding the 
matters connected with hemp drugs from ganja 
smokers and opium contractor of this taluk, who 
sells ganja. 

2. Yes. Siddhi, bhang, subji or patti, charas ; 
only flat ganja is known in this part of the pro- 
vince, 

3. So far as I can ascertain, the hemp plant 
does not seem to grow in this part of the province 
except near Khamgaon in Akola district. It is 
cultivated there to a small extent, 


4, It is known as the ganja plant. 

5. As it is not grown here, so I cannot give 
answer to this. 

6. There is no growth of wild hemp in this part 
of the province, 

7 and 8. As it is not cultivated in this district, 
I am unable to answer to this question. 

9, It is sown like jawari and cheena by means 
of plough with ganja seeds, 

10, Agricultural cultivators, in order tu sell it, 
cultivate ganja by obtaining license from the 
authorities. 

11, Without cultivation ganja is not grown, 

vol. vii. 














In this taluk no ganja is either cultivated or 
grown, 


13, So far as I know, there is no restriction. It 
is only cultivated in Khamgaon. Ganja could be 
grown if cultivated here. No special condition of 
climate, soil, etc., is necessary. 

14, Ganja and bhang are prepared here, but 
charas is not manufactured here. Bhang is used 
for drinking purposes as beverage, and ganja is 
used for smoking. 

15. The ‘compressed flower tops of leaves are 
washed with cold water and a little tobacco is 
added to it and used for smoking. 


Ganja leaves devoid of flower tops and seeds are | 
pounded with rich spice (such as cardamoms, 
nutmegs, cloves, saffron, sugar, black pepper) and 
drunk as beverage in summer, This preparation 


is called bhang. 


16. Bhang is generally prepared by the well- 
to-do people in their houses. Hemp grown every- 
where may be used for the preparation of bhang. 
Charas is prepared from ganja plants. 

17. Bhang is used by rich classes, and ganja by 


sains, fakirs, etc. 





18. Generally ganja does not last more than a 
year. Bhang should be prepared and taken at 
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once. Charas lasts for four years. Ganja should 
be erated, but not exposed. to sun or rain. 


19, Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
purposes. Tobacco is mixed with ganja when 
smoking and goodakhoo (a preparation of tobacco 
and jagri) while smoking. Charas is used in 
Hindustan. In this province only ganja is used. 


20. Rich classes and Kayaths in Hindustan 
greatly make use of charas. It is a costly thing. 
As ganja could be procured nate so mendicants, 
such as fakirs, gosains, largely make use of it. 


21, Only flat variety of ganja is procurable 
here, and so it is used here. Round variety is not 
procurable here. 


22. No charas is used here. 

23, Bhang is never used for smoking, but only 
for drinking purposes. 

24, Well-to-do people use bhang for drinking. 
This is a cooling beverage and generally used in 
the hot season, 

25, It is neither on increase nor on decrease. 
The use of these depends on the means of persons 
who are addicted to their use, 

26. (a) 25 per cent. of the consumers, 

(4) 5 per cent. of the consumers. 
(c) 69 per cent. of the consumers. 
(@) 1 per cent. of the consumers, 


27, Habitual moderate consumers, habitual 
excessive consumers and occasional excessive con- 
sumers ate mostly gosains, fakirs, ascetics, ete, 
Middle class men, when they accidentally approach 
the smokers, partake of it out of fancy. Gosains, 
fakirs, and ascetics smoke ganja to make them- 
selves impotent, and to forget other worldly plea- 
sures by being partially or wholly stupetied by 
the influence of these drugs, 

28. (a) One anna per diem, 

(4) Four annas per diem. 


29. (c) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed; (4) excep- 
tionally arsenic, nux vomica, and dhatura are 
mixed, In Berars bhang massala is not prepared 
for sale, It is procurable in Hindustan. Carda- 
moms, cloves, sweet almonds, and sugar form the 
ingredients, 


30. Ganja is smoked in company, and so also is 
bhang drunk. It is generally used by the male 


class. In ILlindustan children are given bhang in | 


the form of a beverage. 


Those above ten years 
generally use the drug. 


31, It is easily formed by society, but difficult 
to break it. There isa tendency to develop into 
the excessive use. 


32. There is no custom in this part of the pro- 


vince, social or religious, in regard to t sump- 








| 





| 


drugs. It can be consumed illicitly. The prohi- 
bition can be enforced by the strict regulation of 
the law. In this taluk there would be discontent 
to a small extent among the consumers, but that 
would not result into any political danger; the 
prohibition of that substance would not be followed 
by the use of other alcoholic substance, 


36. Alcohol is not used for these drugs as a 
substitute. 


37. Charas is not used here, but the intoxication 
produced by smoking charas is very strong and 
lasts long, namely, for a couple of hours. 

38. Chur and round ganja are never sent for 
and used in this taluk. 


39. Drinking the preparation of hemp plant is 
less injurious than smoking the same. The drink- 
ing bhang keeps the body cool and healthy. 

40. Native doctors prescribe it for medicinal 
purposes, chiefly for persons suffering from vene- 
real disease. They also prescribe ganja smoking 
to persons bitten by venomous reptiles, 

41. Moderate use of ganja ‘and charas is bene- 
cial to digest food, to alleviate fatigue, and to 
prevent disease in malarious and unhealthy tracts, 
The labouring classes, gosains, ascetics, and fakirs 
make use of these drugs in large proportions, while 
persons belonging to higher class make use of it in 
a very small proportion as luxury. Moderate 
occasional use is better than its habitual use. 

42, Smoking is not beneficial nor harmless if 
they do not use substantial food. 


43. They are quite inoffensive to their neigh- 
bours. 


44, It has got refreshing effects immediately on 
the habitual consumers by its moderate use. It 
allays hunger im case of habitual consumers, and in 
case of occasional consumers it creates appetite, 
Its effects last about two or three hours and bring 
on jolly temper. It produees longing and unea- 
siness on the minds of habitual consumers if their 
want is not sufficiently gratified, 


45. It produces noxious effects, namely, mental, 
moral, and physical. It impairs constitution. In 
ease of habitual moderate consumers it causes loss 
of appetite. It produces asthma, but I do not 
know about dysentery or bronchitis. It impairs 
the moral sense, induces laziness, and to acquire 
habits of immorality. It deadens intellect and 
makes a man dull, It produces a sort of madness. 

46, It impairs the system very much. The 
consumer becomes very weak and exhausted, and 
he cannot manage without an excessive dose, and 
his power of intellect suffers, 


47. It does not affect the children in any way, 
and it does induce hereditary habit. 


48, The children of the habitual excessive con- 





tion, 

33. Hemp plant is not worshipped by any class 
of men here, But on occasions of religious cere- 
monies, such as the feast of “‘ Khandoba,” “ Maha- 
sheo Ratri,’’ it is offered to the persons addicted to 
use them. The social opinion is in favour of 
moderate use of ganja and bhang. Excessive use 
of the said narectic substance has made it to fall 
into disrepute. 

34. If persons accustomed to the use of the said 
narcotic substance are deprived of the use of it, 
they wili lose their energy and behave like a mad 
man. This is applicable in the case of moderate 
and excessive consumers, 


35, It is feasible to prohibit the use of these 


ne nn 


sumers are-very weak, 
this case, 

49, Moderate use of bhang is practised by males 
as an aphrodisiac, Prostitutes do not use bhang 
as an aphrodisiac, but smoke ganja as a vocal 
stimulant. It is more injurious when taken as an 
aphrodisiac because it taxes the sexual organs 
more than under ordinary cireumstances, Moder- 
ate use does not produce impotence, 


50. Excessive use of ganja is practised by 
gosains, fakirs, etc., as an aphrodisiac and to avoid 
cold and fatigue, etc. It tends to produce impo- 
tence, 


51. Some of the bad characters are habitual 
moderate consumers of ganja. Some other ganja 
smokers when they are short of money pick poekets 
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and commit minor thefts. It has no connection 
with crime of any special character, 

52. Bad characters are not generally habitual 
excessive consumers of any of these drugs; and 
there seems to be no connection between excessive 
use of any of these drugs and crime, because when 
they are once fully under the influence of these 
ay they are quite incapacitated even to move 
about, 


53, Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime. I do not 
know of any case in which it has led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy. 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals to 


fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or other crime. 


3) 





the question. Complete stupefaction may be pro- 
duced by this drug without admixture, 


56. The effects of hemp are intensified by the 
admixture of dhatura, but lessened by mixing with 
tobacco. Very few of the excessive habitual con- 
sumers of ganja smoke it mixed with a small 
proportion of dhatura. 


57, Ganja is sometimes fried in ghee mixed 
with sugar and spices, all well pounded into a 
mass, and eaten. It produces slight stupefaction 
and agreeable dreams. 


58. I consider that the present system of excise 
administration in this part of the province is work- 
ing well, 


60, Ganja is not produced in this part of the 


55, In this part of the country criminals do not | Province. 
use any of these drugs for the purposes noted in | 


61. Charas is neither produced nor used here, 





4. Lvidence of Kao BauapuR Vaman Narayen Barat, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, Amraoli District. 


51, I cannot say that any large proportion of 
bad characters of Berar are habitual moderate 
consumers of any of these drugs. I would say 
that only a very small class of bad characters is 
addicted to smoking of ganja, and the majority of 
them are given up to hquor and opium. There is 
not apparently much connection between the moder- 
ate use of ganja and crime in general, or in _parti- 
cular, As a general rule, it may be safely asserted 
that people who habitually commit crime, are 
given up either to liquor, opium or ganja, the pro- 
fessional classes of criminals perhaps bemg excepted. 
The reason of this general addiction of offenders to 
some intoxicant or other is that they almost always 
belong to degraded classes of society. Their morals 
are very low, and they have no public opinion as 
such to restrain them from such evil habits. Thus 
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cause to effect towards commission of crimes. 
The ganja smokers’ crime is generally petty thiev- 
ing, I have no reason to believe that bhang 
eating or drinking leads to crime, 


52. The excessive use of ganja smoking is 
believed to lead to insanity. Of course crimes 
may be committed in this state for which the of- 
ender cannot be held responsible. Ganja smoking 
in excess leads to crimes of personal injury even 
amounting to murder, 

53, Excessive indulgence in ganja smoking is 
known, 1 a few cases, to have ieited to unpre- 
meditated crime of violence to person even up to 
murder, I know of no case in which it had led to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54. I know of no instances in which criminals 


even boys take to ganja, opium, or liquor from | used any of these drugs to fortify themselves to 


xi , 
agement from the examples of their elders, Thus 
brought up, they naturally ave averse to all man- 
ner of serious work, which alone can secure for 
them their bare living. Added to this is the sharp 
and irrepressible craving for the stimulants which 
cannot wait, 
small thefts, more for the acquisition of the stimul- 
ants than for that of the means of livelihood. So I 
think that any of these stimulants do not stand as 





Hence they are disposed to commit | 











commit a premeditated act of violence or other 
crime, But it is just possible that criminals in 
very rare cases may be doing this. 


55. I have heard criminals inducing their vic- 
tims to partake of some preparations of hemp drugs, 
and thereby to stupefy them, so that the intended 
erimes may be easily and safely committed. As 
to whether complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture, I am not in a position to say. 





5. Evidence of N. P. Josut, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Wun District. 


51. The bad characters in Berar are not habi- 
tual moderate consumers of hemp drugs. There 


may be but very few among the bad characters | 


that are addicted to the smoking of ganja or drink- 
ing of bhang, Ido not think moderate use of 
ganja has any connection with the commission of 
crime in general. The consumer of ganja 1s some- 
times prone to pick up quarrels and commit crimes 
such as petty assaults, but I had not before me up 
to date any case in which an offender was found 
guilty of a crime which he had committed while 
he was under the influence of ganja or bhang. 

52. The excessive use of ganja or bhang brings 
on insanity. In some cases it 1s temporary, and the 
discontinuance of the use and proper treatment 
restore a man to his proper senses after some 
time; but in some cases the insanity brought on by 
excessive use is alinost permanent, 


vol, vii. 


| 


53. The excessive indulgence in ganja smoking 
may in rare instances incite to unpremeditated 
erime of violence, but I know of no case in which 
it had led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54, I know of no case in which it was disclosed 
that the offender used ganja or bhang to fortify 
himself to commit any premeditated crime, 


55. I have heard that criminals sometimes 
induce their victims, boys and women especially, to 
partake of hemp drug sweet preparation to further 
their designs. ‘This is donc in large fairs where 
thieves distribute tie preparation as sharnt or 
sweetmeats in the name of goddess in the evening, 
and after fall of night freely rob the women and 
the children of their property, 


tw 
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6. Evidence of Mn. J. R. O’GRavy, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Badnera. 


51, I do not think that any very striking dis- 
proportion exists, although babitual moderate con- 
sumers of ganja and its several preparations are, I 
believe, somewhat more numerous amongst bad 
characters than amongst men of the same caste or 
class who are law-abiding subjects, This is due, 
as far asI am able to judge from the cases that 
came within the range of my own observation, to 
the downward tendency acquired by men who take 
to a course of bad livelihood. The loss of self-re- 
spect thus suffered, especially after a conviction and 
the loosening of the ties of caste or family, or the 
restraints of society, make it easier for an indivi- 
dual to take to a habit which is looked upon by the 
generality of his countrymen as low and degrading. 
The term ganjeti, I might here state, is one of re- 
proach, and usually carries with it a great deal 
more than its literal meaning of a smoker of ganja. 


2. Ido not believe that habitual moderate con- 
sumption of the drug has any connection, or per- 
haps uy a very slight connection, with crime of 
any kind, I have known good charactered police- 
men, railway porters, sepoys, sadhus, sanyasis, and 
other Hindu asectics and religious mendicants, 
Marwari bankers and merchants who were con- 
firmed consumers, and who, by long habit, had 
acquired the ability of taking astonishingly large 
quantities of the different preparations without 
any apparent ill-effects, morally or physically. 

52, The same remarks apply, only less forcibly, 
to the excessive indulgence in the habit, excessive 
being understood to mean in unaccustomed quan- 
tities, I believe that the general tendency of the 
habit, when indulged in to an excess, which the 
means of the persons indulging do not permit, is 
to make him take to such types of crime as 
afford him the facility of adding to his income to 
meet the extra expense, 


The drug, considered in its relation to crime 
generally, occupies, I think, the position rather of 
an agent or tool than its primary cause; Indian 
criminals using it in the same way that a “ Bill 
Sykes,” or a “‘ Moonlighter” would use gin or 
whisky at home, to work up “ Dutch courage” for 
the commission of acts which had been determined 
ou beforehand, and which they would put into 
execution, ganja or no ganja, 

53. Excessive indulgence does, to my know- 
ledge, so incite some people. I believe this depends 
upon the natural temperament of the person 
indulging in the drug, in the same way that 
liquor affects different people differently, putting 
some into a frenzy and making others better 
tempered than when sober, It is my opinion that 
weak-minded people who are morose and given to 
brooding are more likely to be led into some act 
of violence or homicidal mania by the use of ganja 
than. others who are stronger physically and 
mentally. Acase in point is the following :— 
A pensioned sepoy, now dead, Amrut alias 
Ambrose, served me for a short time at Badnera, 
I had known him for very many years. He was 
morose, but of a most humble and, I must say, 
rather cowardly disposition for a man who had 
been an infantry sepoy for some twenty-five years. 
T had him employed n_ 1884 to watch building 
material at Badnera, Larger quantities of wood 
having been stolen, I took proper steps, and 
Ambrose himself was detected one morning by 
a constable stealing a bundle of wood, and was 
told that I would take him to task later on, At 
10 a. M., when I saw the man, he was excited, had 


| 


an unusually wild look about him, and was grossly 
impertinent on my telling him that he was dis- 
missed, I then ordered a constable to put him off 
the premises, and left before theorder was carried 
out ; but as I was passing within a couple of yards 
of the well in the church compound, which had 
been just sunk to a depth of thirty-five feet, and 
was still unfenced, Ambrose made a sudden rush 
at me from behind, clasped me round the body, 
and, before I had quite realized my position, 
violently pushed me to within two feet of the 
brink of the well, muttering, “TI will kill you and 
die myself.’’ He showed all the strength and 
frenzy of a madman, and it was with the greatest 
difficulty that I prevented him from effecting his 
purpose. When I threw him off, he hurled a big 
stone at me and then rushed at me with a hea 
billet of wood, and had to be severely handled by 
me before he was quieted. He admitted to me 
afterwards that, fearmg I would administer a 
beating to him, he had prepared himself for the 
occasion by smoking a large quantity of ganja, 
to which he had been addicted in moderation fos 
about thirty years. Up to this he had always 
borne an extremely good character, both before and 
after taking his pension, and his conduct on the 
occasion referred to above was quite exceptional and 
unlooked for. 


On the other hand, there axe many persons 
whom I know to be habitual consumers of the 
drug in large quantities who never displayed such 
homicidal frenzy, even under far more trying cir- 
cumstances, An old Telugu servant of mine, who 
is- still alive, has been in the habit of smoking ganja 
for over thirty years; but was always hard working, 


thoroughly reliable, and a man of the most even 
temper, 


54, Yes, I believe they are. Ganja is resorted 
to where the necessity arises for the display of 
great endurance, or for the support of pain, 
fatigue or hunger ; also sometimes to nerve a man 
to do a daring or cruel act. It is by the use of 
this drug that the “tigers,” and “ majnoons” and 
other masqueraders are able to stand such an 
extraordinary amount of incessant exertion and 


continued want of sleep during the ten days of 
Muharram. 


Hindu asceties practise most of their austerities 
under this influence, and it is used also in some 
cases of rude surgery. I have known a servant of 
mine once administer majum to a child of ten 
before subjecting her, as a cure for persistent 
fever, to a most. fearful cautery on the small of the 
back with a piece from the neck of a broken earth- 


en waterpot which had been made red hot over live 
coals, 


At an execution by decapitation at Hyderabad, 
which I witnessed many years ago, the executioner 
resorted to his ganja c/id/um several times before 
he worked up sufficient courage to administer the 
fatal stroke, 


At Nawanaggar in Gujarat, in 1868, a Habshi 
retainer of the Raja’s murdered his own wife and 
daughter and defied arrest. He was tried ex parte 
and condemned to death. <A half-breed Arab 
voiintecred to put the sentence into execution, and, 
appicvaching the Habshi under pretence of being 
unarmed, bat with his naked sword hanging be- 
hind his back, eut the man down in front of his 
own door. I reached the place a few days later 
and spoke with the Arab, who assured me that the 
Habshi being an extraordinarily powerful man and 
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very ferocious, he felt afraid to approach him until 


he had had recourse to hashish or ganja, at first was horribly intense, and he was enabled 
As examples of endurance under influence of the | to endure it only by consuming large quantities 
drug, I might mention the following few instances | of bhang and ganja, etc. His mode of spending 
out of a large number :— ie ge eae the day hy ae painfully 
06 2 8 Bet cree teint tet Ee about without bending the knees—was by 
batteries, mae Ties very well, as Az ee SORPGRDHE Uae ean eon agate ea anne 
father’s orderly for a number of years, and after- | 2“™* upwards on a rude grass pillow which was 
wards rose to be a superior native officer, retiring plabed between the pendast ends uf the roots “of 

j 

i 


long disuse, The man assured us that the torture 


as such, was a confirmed smoker of ganja, and large Budd tree under which he had taken up his 
drank bhang also, He did this fro ee hath of residence, night and day, fair weather or foul, I 
economy of time and money, to save the expense | “=? — repeniealyy Peper an eRe AAT Ey 8 
of provisions, and the two or more hours per diem . 4 3 sae, ce ; teats peandihes crrprcation tad 
which he had to spend in the culinary and cere- | P*OVuCe™ avo spot pW op 
monial functions he had, as a Pardeshi Brahmin, Rsdjeritne sien to relieve by, deep :soarilica- 
to go through daily in the preparation of his food. i guar wledct senting dbrcscras ere 
He ate only twice a week, on Sundays and were scores of these cuts, which had festered into 
Thursdays, military holidays, supporting himself | deep, cinerea Rubi ak, pate at 
during the interval upon small handfuls of chabina = naie aes ae Be ee Cee eee ‘ee 
(parched gram) and other grains, and several indifference ; but kept applying himeelf vigorously 
smokes a day of ganja, He drank bhang as an piace peveeea x a wie op phese ges men 
appehiear and digestive on, the two days a seat he consumed astonishingly large quantities. 

for cooked food. He was none the worse for this, | 
and discontinued his fasts only after having, like 
most Pardeshis in Berar, acquired a certain com- ; Jee igh } 
petency. He, however, kept to the ganja and | S™image, also by ¢hamptas in railway trains and 
bhang even after the alleged necessity for indul- | waiting rooms to stupefy their victims, whom they 
gence had ceased, ave thus enabled to rob all the more easily. The 


55. Preparations of hemp are sometimes used 
by pickpockets and thieves during periods of large 
gatherings of the people at fairs and places of pil- 


: juice extracted from the green roots of the jawari 
The case of a railway porter, and a sepoy of the J et pie ks : J 
Hyderabad Seecistiben haan and of Svea ji = 5 ts eae aed ear Ye Eves He drug 
Tapaswis (Hindu ascetics practising austerities) | Po Ouee yo Dreparation oF ganja known 
os were oe a vow to ae solid food ee tt ‘E Muhs mobs ch Be ne ‘ieee pune set 
» ? 8 a " . ¥ ‘ ‘ 
or uncooked, for various terms of years, seven to | a tae i ats wr : ae a4 : oly ee pou, 
fourteen, and had the reputation of having kept to | ¢¢ by Hoge ta Tati eae Sisaney is Decal ty 
} vr ul } ra 7 . ‘I q 's j 1 E i 
their vows on cow's milk and fresh fruit and kept by such éedmash sweetmeat vendors as are 
ay ’ in league with the pickpockets and thieves, This 
The railway porter, after nearly completing the | strong majum is sold by the vendors to suitable 
period of we vow, <p a temporarily ee sg victims, usually unprotected femates or young lads 
a hot weather. His insanity was, however, o 


: with ornaments on their person, of which they are 
short duration, and he was re-employed as a“ gate- | stripped by the accomplices when stupefied or 
man,” and is still, I believe, on the railway. 


| semi-stupelied by the effects of the drug. A case 
The sepoy, I was credibly informed, completed his | cf this kind came under my notice many years 
seven years’ abstinence. I saw him when he was in | 


ago, The victim was a young woman with an 
his fifth year, and he looked somewhat pale and infant in her arms. She was a spectator of the 


reduced, but otherwise strong and healthy. He | “ Ram Lila”? famasha and fireworks at Ellichpur 
fresh milk, with suear,|during the Dassera, and walked past. me to_pur- 








bhang, and several smokes a day of ganja. | chase some sweets. I noticed that she had a 
hat ee hae Oe ee the | number of ornaments on her person ; but an hour 
Tapaswis—a man ra the “Rhaki-beha Math” at | or so later, I found her huddled up under a tree, 
Ilingoli, who was under vow of standing upright se Gelade Be aol a ‘pA he oe lf ae in 
ight ay day, for fourteen years on milk and | Conscious ges he ‘get Spe stupefaction did 
t : > ’ ? 7 nar s 
fruit, assisted by ganja. I saw him when he had | aber? ai a Fay eee ahaa Tak. 
Be eke nrlcvale hionantetiion te track ae 80 ie somnambulistie state. Majum had 
fruit, milk and sugar which he consumed daily. Seer ae tal | : : 
A medical friend who accompanied me to the | I myself once partook of a small piece of majum, 
Math examined the Tapaswi and found that he | which made me feel dull and stupid, with rushing 
had completly lost the power of flecting the knees, sounds in the head. If I had taken more, it would 
ossification ob the joints having supervened through have, I fear, completely stupetied me, 





7. Evidence of KrisunaRao Hart, Officiating Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
_ Buldana. 


1, I had been a tahsildar for some eight years, ; naturally from hemp plant, o72., ganja and bhang, 
during which time I had often to visit the opium | Charas, which is the resinous exudation from the 
and ganja shops in my taluk. It was then that I | hemp plant, is not collected, nor is it imported into 
had to come across some information about the | and sold within the above district or taluks. 
hemp drugs. As regards Buldana district, I have The definitions given in question 2 as to ganja 
obtained information as much as I could, and bhang may be accepted for the Buldana dis- 

: ; Aa : : 

2. In the Buldana district as well as in the | tt. These products are locally known as ganja 
Amraoti and Akola taluks, where I had served as and bhang. 
tahsildar, only two narcotic articles are obtained 3. I am not aware of any taluk or district in 


—— Se Cee aes : 
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which the hemp plant grows spontaneously or 
abundantly in Berar, 


7. In the following villages of Mulkapur taluk 
of the Buldana district, the cultivation of hemp 
plant has hitherto been made for the production of 
ganja and bhang alone :—Ghamgaon, Sutale, Burti, 
Godhnapur, Mendhali, Warkhed. 

The hemp plant has never been cultivated for it§ 
fibre or seed. 


The extent of cultivation, as ascertamed from 
the records in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, 
during the past several years, will be seen from 
the following figures :— 


Years. Area. 

A. G, 

1878-79 : . : a Piet tc haar 43) 
1879-80 ., : POET Was | 





1881-82 . . e 

1882-83. . EDRs, 
1883-84 ° 29° 37 
1884-85 . : 16 30 
1885-86 . . . 1755 0 
1886-87. ° . : : une Y ene 8, 
1887-88 . . . 5 : - 12 34 
1888-89 . . . : : LS 7, 
1889-90. : ° 16 34 


T0d sack, ot aoe eee ne eT 
PSST 99 en He ETT as DEA MORS Op 
1892-98 AN vord, llega OP demi herren mig ty 


8. From the above figures the average area under 
cultivation of the hemp plant during the last. lif- 
teen years comes to 19 A. 9 G., while the average 
cultivation during the past nine years is far below the 
average area above arrived at, The average during 
the past nine years is also larger than the area 
under cultivation during 1892-93. The cultivation 
is therefore evidently on its decrease. 


The decrease may be attributed to the fact that 
although the produce of the hemp plant is Jucra- 
tive in itself, yet the compulsion to the cultivators 
to sell the produce to the license vendors alone, and 
the prohibition to export the produce out of Berar, 
do not fetch for them good prices expected by them, 
to cover the expenditure incurred in paying off the 
license fee as well as in the cultivation of the hemp 
plant. 


9. The land in which the hemp seed is to be 
sown is first prepared by means of a plough before 
the commencement of monsoons. The seed is sown 
just at the time the jawari sowings are made, by 
an implement called ¢ifan. But the hemp seed is 
put into the ground at a distance of about a cubic 











foot to allow the plant to grow in good foliage 


when the seed shoots out and grows into a plant of 
about a foot in height. The male plants, called 
bhangara, are picked out and thrown away as use- 
less, they being very injurious to the produce of 
ganja from the female plants. Experts are requir- 
ed to recognize the male plants, 


The hemp drug crop is an autumnal one, and 
watered by means of rain, 


But during droughts | 


the crop is required to be watered from wells. ; 
When the plant grows to the height of about 5 | 


feet, it bec ow and j Ap on 
’ omes flowered and budded, and is then eid ore ah anata 


in a fit state of being harvested. 


10, The cultivators of hemp plant do not neces- 
sarily form a special class. Any agricultural culti- 
vator can become a cultivator of hemp plant. 


1], There being no seed available of the wild 
hemp in the distri multi : 
production of ganja are not raised therefrom, 

12. No, I am not aware of any special cultiva- 
tion of wild hemp. 


13. The cultivation of the hemp plant is not re- 
stricted to any particular part of the district. It is 
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freely permitted under certain restriction, wz., the 
cultivator of the plant is required to obtain a license 
from the Deputy Commissioner on payment of Rs. 
10 for every acre or part of an acre of Jand intend- 
ed to be cultivated with the same. Notwithstand- 
ing the cultivation is made only in Mulkapur taluk, 
and that too in very few villages. In the other 
two taluks, viz., Chikli and Mehkar, no cultivation 
of the hemp plant is made or ever attempted. 


The soil required for hemp plant cultivation 
should be rich black soil suitable for kharif or au- 
tumnal crops. 


14, The hemp plant products, vis., ganja and 
bhang, alone are prepared in villages of the Mulka- 
pur taluk, mentioned in answer to question No, 7. 
The figures for the extent of the produce are not 
available, 


15. The following are the methods of prepara- 
tion of hemp plant for— 


A, Smoking.—The flowered and budded portion 
of the hemp plant, which is called ganja, is 
separated from stems and seed, if any. The 
same is then taken on the palm of the left 
hand and then mixed with water by rub- 
bing it with the right hand thumb. After 
it is properly cleansed a little quantity of 
tobacco is mixed with it. The preparation 
is then smoked in chil/um, 

Ganja is not used for eating or drinking pur- 
poses, 

B, Lating.—Bhang, 2.¢., the leaves of the hemp 
plant, are separated from the stock and dried. 
The dried mass is cleansed with water and 
fried in ghee. It is then pounded and mixed 
with sugar before it is eaten. 

A kind of sweetmeat is also prepared from bhang. 
The leaves of the plant are soaked in water 
and then pounded. The green coloured juice 
obtained from them is put into boiled sugar. 
This preparation, when cooled, is formed into 
small cakes, which are called majum wadis, 
They are generally eaten by Muhammadans 
at the Muharram festival. 


Another kind of sweetmeat called yakuti is pre- 
pared from bhang in the same way as ma- 
jum, with this difference that in preparing 
yakuti bhang massala consisting of carda- 
mom, aniseed, nutmegs, almonds, saffron, 
etc., are mixed with boiled sugar, while the 
majum preparation does not require these 
ingredients, Jasutt is generally used by 
the rich. 

C, Drinking.—The dried leaves of the hemp 
plant are first cleansed with water. Pepper, 
dry buds of rose, poppy-seed, aniseed and 
cardamoms, etc., are mixed with it. The 
preparation is then pounded and mixed with 
water, to it milk and sugar are added, and the 
whole becomes a good cooling drink in bot 
weather, The drink is called a ghota, 

16. The bhang drink is prepared by people in 

But the bhang produce is pre- 


_ pared only by the cultivator in fields where the 
' plant is grown, vr on threshing floor ground, 


, 
’ 







| they do. 


17. The preparations of the hemp drug are made 
by consumers of ganja and bhang as well as by the 
confectioner. 








. Ganja and bhang do not deteriorate by keep- 
ing for a period of about twelve months, after which 
After a couple of years, ganja and bhang 
quite lose their effect, With ordinary care they 
are said to keep good for about a year. The cause 
of their deterioration is said to be their exposure to 
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heat or moisture; to prevent deterioration they 
should be kept in underground cells. 


19. Ganja alone is used for smoking, Charas is 
not available in the district, and therefore not used. 


Smoking ganja is prevalent everywhere, although 
on @ very small scale, 


20, The smoking of ganja is not restricted to 
particular classes of people. It is smoked by any 
class, The proportion of the smoking class is very 
difficult to ascertain. In every place and in every 
class, people are found to have been addicted to 
smoking. The number of persons smoking ganja 
may, however, be ascertained from the quantity of 
ganja sold in the district. 

The quantity of ganja sold during the past nine 
years, as ascertained from figures obtained from the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office, will be seen from the 
following figures :— 


not feel the absence of worldy blessings which they 
are, by their profession, compelled to renounce, 
This they can effect by being always under the in- 
fluence of narcotic hemp drug, 

28. The average allowance of ganja per day toa 
habitual moderate consumer is said to be half a tola, 
while that of bhang to be one quarter tola. The 
average allowance of ganja to a habitual excessive 
consumer is said to be three tolas per day, while 
that of bhang to be one tola, 


29. The question is partly answered in reply 
to question No. 15. Dhatura (stramonium seed), 
bachnag (aconite), koochala (nux yomiea) are also 
mixed with the hemp drug to inerease intoxication. 
The preparation called bhang massala is not sold 
as such. The ingredients thereof are partly given 
in reply to question No, 15. 


30. The two drugs, viz, ganja and bhang, are 





Year. Maunds. 
1884-85 : : 5 - ; 4 Nis 
1885-86 ‘ 4 a . 65 
1886-87 . ‘ ; 92 
1887-88 ; 80 
1888-89 * 87 
1889.9.) p , 78 
1890-91 ; A 83 
1891-92 : 67 


1892-93 . . . 2 . o8 69 

Total for nine years is 673, average heing 75 
maunds, 

This average of 75 maunds, at the rate of 4 
tola of ganja per consumer per day, will suffice for 
1,315 persons tor one year, The total population 
of the district is 451,021. The proportion of the 
consumers of ganja will therefore be °3 per cent. 
of population, which appears to be very trifling. 

21. The flat ganja alone is available, and there- 
fore it is alone used in the district for smoking 
purposes, 

22. No charas is available 
whether native or foreign. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking, 


24, The use of bhang is not restricted to any 
particular classes of people. It is generally used for 
eating purposes, especially by Pardeshis or persons 
from Upper India, who have come to Berar to gain 
their livelihood, the proportion of whom cannot be 
ascertained, The drinker of bhang will be found 
more or less in almost all the classes of people and 
places, 


in the 


25. The use of ganja and bhang appears to be, 
of late, on the decrease. From the figures given 
in the reply to question No, 20 the total consump- 
tion of the drug during the past two years is far 
helow the average consumption of the past nine 
years. The habit of smoking ganja or drinking 
bhang is considered by the better classes of people 
to be very degrading, and therefore less addicted to, 


27. The principal! classes of people from which 
the habitual or occasional moderate or excessive 
consumers of the hemp drug are taken, are the Par- 
deshis, the bairagis and the gosavis. 

The Pardeshis are generally the immigrants 
from Upper India, who have come to Berar for 
their livelihood. Their principal object is to earn 
money to be eninryed by them after their return to 
their homes. They often try to live within as 
small an amount as possible, eating their meals 
once in twenty-four hours. In order to avoid the 
feeling of such privations they resort to the habit 
of bhang eating. 

Bairagis and gosavis, who as such ave said to 

enounce all the worldly cares, often addict them- 
elves to the use of stuoking ganja that they may 


~~ generally consumed 


in sohtude. Very few in- 
stances will be noticed in which the drug is con- 
sumed in company, The drug is mainly used by 
the male sex, although some few prostitutes may 
sometimes be found using the diug. The drug is 
never used by children. 


31. The habit of consuming the hemp drug, 
especially ganja, can be very easily formed; and 
when once formed it is very difficult to get rid of 
it, It is said that there isa general tendency in 
the case of ganja smoking alone for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive, which is not 
the case with bhang eating or drinking, 

32, Of the three forms of the great Trinity, 
Shiva, the destroyer, was considered to be addicted 
to ganja and bhang intoxications. His worship- 
pers on each Shivaratri day, which is assigned to 
the deity, indulge themselves in drinking bhang. 


. This custom is regarded by the devotees of Shiva 
_ to be essential, 


district, 


During the Shimga holidays people drink bhang 


ghota as a cooling draught. 


The above customs have, of late, been much 
neglected, but they were never found to lead to the 
formation of any habit. 

33, The consumption of the two drugs is socially 
or even religiously regarded as degrading. I am 
not aware of any public opinion in regard to the 
practice, but I do consider the use of any form of 
the narcotic to be in disrepute on the ground that 
the use of it, though moderate at first, leads after 
a time to a habit. The habit leads to an ex- 
cess, and thus the consumer ultimately becomes 
unable to give it up. 


The moderate use of bhang alone may conduce 
to good health, but for the above reason the use of 
the drug is in itself to be condemned. 


I am not aware of the custom of worshpping 
the hemp plant. 


34. It would be a serious privation, I think, to 
the consumer to forego the consumption of the 
drug. The habit of consuming the drug itself is 
such as cannot be left at once, and if so left, the 
consumer is sure to feel much for it and to be for a 
time madlike and dispirited. 


As explained in answer to question No, 20, the 
consumers are estimated to be 1,315; of these I 
estimate three-fourths to be consumers of bhang and 
one-fourth those of ganja. 

35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of the 
two drugs, ganja and bhang, but it should be done 
eradually in order to avoid discontent and priva- 
tion, which would otherwise be the result. But if 
the prohibition of the use of the drug be enforced 
at once, we naturally must expect the illicit con- 
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sumption thereof, if possible, or the habitual con- smoking of ganja induces laziness and excites car- 
sumers will have recourse to some other alcoholic | nal desires. It also works on brain, but does not 
stimulants. The sudden prohibition will hes to | produce insanity of permanent nature. 

serious discontent among the consumers, who are Rev Tn escorted vith ERA pr eeenterstans of 
proportionately so few in this district that the dis- | .. oie Fratbes cawcr in the ie of Berar. 
content will not be politically felt, and therefore | 4, right to retail sale of hemp drugs is at present 
cause no danger. The danger will be serious where | 14 with that of opium, whereby the revenue from 
the number of consumers is large enough in pro- 


‘ ; the sale of these drugs cannot be separately as- 
portion to population. jastathan , 
Pai Known, oe chitae 16 not stale lee 59. It is therefore necessary to auction the right 


< to retail sale of the drug separately from that of 
88, The different effects on consumers of the | opium. No other improvement in the present sys- 

three different preparations of ganja cannot be ex- | tem appears necessary. 

plained, as only the flat ganja is available and con- dO) Leishie ihecealtivation oft irenaeeneie 

sumed m the eet vied: © plant and the process of its preparation are sufli- 
89. No; the smoking of ganja is said to be more | ciently controlled, and the system requires no modi- 

injurious to consumers than the bhang one Se Seetiont 

drinking. The smoking is said to produce asthma tee | : ‘ 

phlegm and cough in the consumers of ganja. — The | 61. Charas is not produced in the Buldana dis- 

smoking often causes consumers to be immediately trict. 


senseless and sometimes lose their lives. 62. It is already controlled under the present 


40. Yes system of administration. 
41. The ganja and bhang being digestive, the 63, I have no objection to the present system of 
moderate use thereof may be beneficial in its effects— retail sale of ganja, etc. There is no wholesale sale 
(a) Ph ty in the district, ‘The present system appears to be 
a) asa food accessory ; 


working well, 
(b) being an intoxicant it may give staying- 

power under severe exertion and may 
serve to alleviate fatigue ; 


(c) being hot, it may serve as a preventive 


64. I have no objection to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export (which is totally prohi- 
bited) and import, ete., of these drugs. 


; : 2 65. The taxation of ganja and bhang is under 
of disease in malarious and unhealthy | 116 present system not separately behead there- 
tracts, fore it cannot be known whether taxation on ganja 

42, The moderate use of the drug is harmless so | and bhang, with reference to each other or to aleo- 
long as it is moderate, holic or other intoxicants, is reasonable or otherwise. 
43, Yes. 


However, the demand of the drugs as compared 
45, The habitual moderate use of the drug pro- with alcohol or other intoxicants 1s so low that a 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental and moral. heavier taxation thereon does sits Spee Wiens 
In the first place, it is to be remembered that the | _ 66. Only flat ganja is available and used in the 
use of these drugs, especially of ganja, is generally district, and therefore no different rates of taxation 
made by low classes of society, who cannot arrange | need be levied, 
to eat substantial food. The use of ganja for smok- 
ing soon works on such men, It produces too 
much heat in body and thereby causes loss of blood, 


67. The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
not ciptee of being ascertained under the present 
system, cannot therefore say whether I have 
which impairs his constitution. It also injures his abe objection thereto. : 

Gigpehne a Ae ees Te 68, There are shops licensed for the sale of these 
ig pa: te noe ; drugs in the district, but the preparations of the 
1e digesting power which is produced in the con- | 4.65 are not permitted to be consumed on the vr 
sumer thereof, If with a digesting power substantial ee pe CMR Ba ik Lj) 
; : o bees) mises, and therefore I have nothing to say against 

food be used, it must produce large quantity of blood | 4).6c6 shops - pe 

in body, which may conduce to a healthy constitu- . ; eee 

tion. But the consumers being generally without 69, The wishes of the people are generally con- 
means, are unable to obtain substantial food in pro- sulted through the contractor before a shop is open- 
portion to the increased digestive power, and there- | ed m any locality . The tahsildar is generally re- 
by the heat works its effects on the internal system, ferred to for the purpose. 

and then the digesting power ultimately dies away | 70. No facts regarding the importation or 
having nothing to live upon. The heat thus pro- | smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States have 
duced may naturally lead to cause dysentery in a | ever come to notice. The duty on the hemp drugs 
consumer. Bronchitis and asthma are also the | used is not fixed by Government. ‘The cost of the 
effects visible in a ganja smoker, The consumer | ganja used is paid by the contractor at the time of 
of ganja is gradually weakened and becomes peevish, ; purchasing the same at places from which it is im- 
quarrelsome, and reckless of consequences, The | ported into the district, 











8. Hvidence of Anarao Javuroo, Maratha, Karbhari Patel and Special Nagistrate, 
Khamgaon, Akola District, 
1. I cultivate ganja for the last several years 


and know how it is grown. I don’t know anything 
zbout the preparation of the drug or its effects, 


quires the same soil, rainfall, and claimate as the 
other dry-weather crops. 


4 Td be of Khamgaon and Sutala only where 

90 SePartaeTie tl . a emp plant is cultivated for production of ganja 

niot spotadiighelyo9 1@ hemp plant does not | ana p ang only, Charas is not prepared, nor is 
Ad fibre or seed obtained from the plant. 


5, I don’t know of any special conditions, It re- 8. There has been a decrease within these seven 
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or eight years owing to the rule requiring such 
cultivators to obtain a license for hemp cultivation. 

9. Ganja seeds do not germinate if sown b 
themselves, They are, as a rule, mixed up wit 
the seeds of ambadi (Hibiscus cannadinus) and 


then sown, This ensures a good crop. The soil 


should be well manured and the seeds sown about 
the time of sowing cotton (Sune or July). 


10, They are of the same class as other culti- 
vators, 


11. I don’t know. The seeds are imported from 


Khandesh, and I can’t say if these are of wild hemp 
or not. 


14, Ganja and bhang are the only two products 
prepared in Berar, But I can’t give thie locality 
nor the extent, 


16, Yes ; bhang can be and is generally prepared 
by the pean? in their houses. Yes; bhang can be 
prepared from the hemp plant wherever grown, also 
ganja. But I don’t know about charas, 

17. Not restricted to any particular classes. 


18. Ganja and bhang do not deteriorate for two 
years or so, but lose their effect entirely afterwards, 
I can’t give any cause for deterioration. I don’t 


——know-any special measures, 


19, Ganja is mixed up with some kind of dal 
and made into pies; some prepare dishes with 
mutton. 


20. Ganja is mostly smoked by sadhus and 


ean’t afford to drink or take opium, smoke ganja. 
I can’t say anything about charas, 

21. So far as I know, round ganja is preferred 
for smoking, 

24, There is no particular difference. Those 
who drink also eat, Generally Marwaris and 
Brahmins, who are prohibited from drinking liquor, 
eat or drink bhang. 

25. It has increased, I say this from the rise 
in the price of ganja within the last ten years or 
so. Formerly only the old and grown up people 


used to partake of the drug, but now even boys 
also take it. 


29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja. I 
don’t know of any other. Dhatura is also mixed, 
but only by those who wish for a strong smoke 
having narcotic effect, Tobacco is mixed to soften 
the effects of the ganja. I don’t know bhang 
massala, 

31, Yes; it is easily formed. It is difficult to 
break off. I can’t say about the development into 
excessive habit. 

39. I have noticed that those who eat and drink 
ganja or bhang are healthy and in better condition 
than those who smoke, But I can’t give reasons, 

40, I don’t know, 


41. I don’t know. But bhang helps digestion 
and increases appetite. 


68. There are shops, but I can’t form any 


others who have to travel much, Also those who | opinion, 





9. Evidence of Mx. A. Arpacu, Deputy Superintendent of Excise, Ellichpur. 


1. Served in the Bombay and Berar Excise 
Department for the past fourteen years, 

2. There is only one kind of ganja made in the 
Berars (flat), Bhang is not specially prepared, but 
the chur or chura (broken ganja dust) which aceu- 


mulates in the course of trade is called bhang. No 
charas is collected in the province, 


8. No district. 

4, Don’t know. 

5. Cannot say. 

6. Don’t know. 

7. (a) Yes, 

(b) No. 

(c) No; small leaves of the plant round the 
buds which fall while being prepared or in course 
of trade are known and used as bhang in this 


province, but said not to be so good as that specially 
cultivated and obtained from the male plant. 


(2) No, r ~ 





Amraoti districts, Extent not known personally. 
8. and 9, Have no knowledge. 


10. Generally cultivated by malis, who are able 
to distinguish male from female plants. 


11. Not known. 
12. None. 


13. Yes ; by fees having to be paid to Govern- 
ment and licenses taken out, but not to any district. 
At present it is grown only in the Akola and 
Amraoti districts, but they were not selected by 
Government. I do not know anything about the 
conditions of soil, ete., for cultivation of hemp. 


Voi. Vii. 





' with water. 


14, (a) Yes, 

(6) No. 

(c) No, not specially. 

In the Akola and Amraoti districts. 


15, Ganja is made by picking off the flowering 
tops of the plants ; placmg them in small bundles 
on the threshing floor, and driving bullocks round 
and round over them to be trodden flat. 


A. Ganja is prepared for smoking by picking 
off the buds from the stock, triturating them 
in the palm of the hand with water and pressing 
out the water. This process is repeated till the 
water runs clear; the resinous substance left is 
then mixed with tobacco and smoked in an ordinary 
country pipe (chedlum), 


B. Bhang is prepared by the leaves being 
washed, dried on a fire in an earthen pan, triturated 
and mixed with black pepper, spices, etc. according 
to taste or means; and, a quantity of this being 


7 


C. For drinking it is washed, then finely ground, 
then mixed with water or milk, strained, and the 
fluid is mixed with sugar, spices, etc. 


16, No, bhang is not prepared specially in this 
province, but the small leaves which fall from the 
dried buds are sold as bhang. Actually it is chura 
and not bhang. It can be prepared from the plant 
wherever grown. Cannot say if ganja and charas 
can be prepared from the wild plant. 


17. For smoking, drinking, and eating by the 
sadhus, bairagis, gosains and fakirs generally, and 
also by others addicted to its use, 


fx 
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18, Ganja and bhang, if kept quite dry, will 
keep for two or three years ; after which it becomes 
mildewed and useless. It is said that no measures 
wil! suffice to keep it good for more than three 
years, 


19, Yes. 


20, Vide answer to question 17 for ganja. 
Charas is not made here. 


21, Flat ganja. No other kind here. 
22, None in the province. 
23, No. 


24, All classes eat and drink, but those that eat 
are very few as compared with those that drink. 


25. Said to be on the increase, It is much 
cheaper than opium and spirit. 

26. Cannot say. Both ganja and bhang are 
consumed in moderation by most of the habituals ; 
those that use them in excess are few. 


27. Vide answer to question 17, The habit is 
acquired by association with habitual users. 


28, (a) Six masas (4 it 


(6) Two and a half tolas 
29, (a) In ganja—tobacco. 


(2) Bichnak root and dhatura seed by con- 
firmed excessive smokers to produce extra intoxica- 
tion, 


Rose buds, aniseed, cucumber seed, coriander seed, 
almonds, jedbund, black pepper, ete, 


30, Not consumed in solitude. It is almost 
wholly confined to the male sex, but not to any 
time of life. Children, however, do not take the 
drug. 

31. Yes ; it becomes a habit if taken regularly 
for ten or twelve days; but itis not difficult to break 
off. If the user does not control his wish to obtain 
the same full effect he experienced when he first 
began the habit. 


32, None, except at the festival of Maha Shiva- 
ratri, when it is the custom to offer bhang and ganja 
to the god, and for the worshippers to consume it 
afterwards. This custom is not essential, and 
the quantity consumed is in moderation and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a habit. 


33, It is not considered to be an evil practice 
and degrading to the persons that use all or any of 
these drugs. There isa fear that the consumer 
may so far forget himself under the influence of the 
drug as to do or say something disgraceful. The 
plant is not worshipped at all. 


34. To religious mendicants, but only for a week 
or two, during which, it is said, they would suffer 
pains and aches in their arms and legs, Can’t 
say what is their number, 

35, The use of all these drugs could be prohibit- 
ed. They would at first, of course, be used 
illicitly, but the cultivation of the plant being 
strictly prohibited, the source of supply would be 
cut off, and the drugs would be unobtaimable. No 
serious discontent would be caused, nor would such 
as arises be any danger to the State. There is no 
doubt that the suppression of ganja, etc., would be 
followed by a greater demand for alcoholic drinks 
or opium, or it may even drive some to bichnak or 
dhatura. 

36. No reason. 

37. Don’t know. 


38, None, if they are pure, but chur is weaker 
in intoxicating powers in proportion to weight, 
39, Smoking is more injurious than either eating 


About six pies per 


tola. 


or drinking ; the former form of taking the drug 
flies to the head quickly, it is said, and is the more 
injurious. 

40, Can’t say. 

41, No; they simply produce intoxication, 

(a), (8) and (c) No. 

(2d) Do not know. 

42, I believe it is harmless, for it simply pro- 
duces slight intoxication, which pleases the con- 
consumer, 

43, Yes, 


44, Slight intoxication and pleasurable sensa- 
tion; but it does not allay hunger, nor create 
appetite. The effect lasts about two hours. The 
after-effects are a feeling of dullness and there is 
an inclination to indulge in some more, 


45, Liver and lungs get deranged, producing 
eventually asthma. Mental condition becomes ex- 
cited, and in the end stupidity sets in, and morality 
is blunted, I am not aware that it brings on 
dysentery, It is said to produce insanity in those 
who take it in excess, but of what type, whether 
temporary or permanent, &c., is not know to me. 
Tam not acquainted with any cases of insanity, 
and therefore cannot give an answer to the previ- 
ous paragraph, 

46, See above answer. 

47 and 48, Can’t say. 

49 to 53. Don’t know. 

54, This is said to be the case. 

55. First sentence—Don’t know. Second sen- 
tence=Y es. 

56, Have no personal knowledge. 


57. Have not heard that they are either eaten 
or drunk, 


58. It is capable of improvement, 


59, By reduction of number of shops for its 
sale, separating its sales from those of opium. 
Increasing the license fees for cultivation and im- 
portation and restricting cultivation to certain 
specified areas. Reducing the quantity that may 
be sold by retail to 3 tolas. The above would 
reduce the production and enhance its value, mak- 
ing it more difficult for consumers to obtain, and 
when obtained, they would have it only in small 
quantities, sufficient to last for from one to five 
days according to the habit of consumer. 


60, I think the cultivation should be reduced by 
charging higher license fees and restricting the 
area where it may be grown. The owner: should 
also be compelled to keep a true account of the 
quantity of the drugs obtained from his fields, 
sold, &c.; the drugs themselves being kept in a 
licensed place open at any time to Government 
officers, The cultivator should be bound by his 
license to sell to none but persons licensed to sell 
these drugs; we would then have better control 
over the drugs. 


61, No charas is produced in this province, 
62. See answer to questions 60 and 61. 


63. See answer to question 59. No subletting 
of the farm should be allowed. 


64, The fees should be enhanced, and the im- 
port, export, and transport of the drugs should 
be under passes or permits obtained from special 
responsible Government officers. This would give 
less opportunity for smuggling, 


65. Too little. Ganja, etc., are too cheap as 
intoxicants compared with opium and alcoholic 


3 


drinks. Six pies worth of the drugs, an anna’s 
worth of opium, and four annas worth of spiritu- 
ous liquor will produce equal intoxicating effects. 


66. No. 
67. It is too low. 


68. No shops or places are licensed for the con- 
sumption of the drugs on the premises, If they 
were allowed, they would become the resort of bad 
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charaeters, beggars, and generally those who do 
not care to work honestly for their living, and the 
ne! meeting. together of such characters would 
tend to organized crime, 

69. No; the people, I think, ought to be con- 
sulted, 


70, First paragraph—No, Second paragraph— 


I believe so, Third paragraph—Not to my know- 
ledge. 





10. Evidence of Mr. J. C. Watcaa, Eacise Inspector, Ellichpur. 


1, Served in Nasik, Ajmere-Merwara, and EI- 
lichpur as Farmers’ Agent and Excise Inspector 
for eleven years. 

2. Yes. Only one sort of ganja is used in this 
province of Berar, z.¢., flat. Ganja and chur are 
locally known in this province, while chur is 
known by the name of bhang. 

3 to 6. No knowledge. 

7. (a) Yes, 

(6) Ne. 

(c) No, but the chur is used as bhang. 

(d) No. 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas of this Berar 
province; extent, cannot say. 

8. No knowledge. 

9. Sown in the month of June like vegetable 
seeds ; grounds are manured before sowing. Male 
plants are cut in November, and the female plants’ 
buds are picked in December. 


10, Same class as other agriculturists. 

11 and 12, No knowledge. 

13. Yes. In whole of the Berar province. 

14, (a) Yes. 

(4) and (c) No. 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas; extent cannot 
say. 

15. No knowledge of wild plant. 

(a) Cultivated ganja for smoking is only pre- 
pared in this province by picking off buds from 
hemp trees and being trodden under bullocks’ feet 
to make them flat, afterwards taking a bud and 
washing by rubbing under palm of hand with 
a finger and mixing with tobacco, 

(4) Ganja is not eaten, but smoked in this 
province, 

(c) Chur, called bhang, is drunk or eaten : first 
it is washed, then ground on stones, strained and 
mixed with massala, milk or simple cold water, in 
this province ; and elsewhere eaten by baking and 
mixing with sugar and ghee, This 1s called 
“ majum.” 

16, It is not prepared in the houses, but pur- 
chased from bazar and prepared to drink or eat. 


Yes, it can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown. 


17. By agriculturists who grow plant. Majum 
is made by the dealers. 


18, Yes, if they are kept in damp places. They 
lose effects in about a year. If kept with care, 
last for two years at the most. Dampness is the 
cause of deterioration. Require to be kept in dry 
places and turned over and over. 


vel, vii. 


; social or religious opinion. 


19, Yes, only for smoking, 


20, Everywhere by all jogis and fakirs, and few 
others, 


21. Flat ganja is used in Berar province and it 
is preferred for smoking, while chur is preferred 
for drinking. 

22, No charas is used in Berar province, 


23, No, bhang is not used for smoking in this 
province, 


24, All classes eat and drink bhang, but it is 
chiefly drunk by Marwaris and up-country Brah- 
mins, 


25. On the increase on account of opium being 
dear and cannot drink liquor on account of reli- 
gious prejudices and dearness, 


26, (a) Not many in this province. Cannot 
(4) All jogis and fakirs, ei pro- 
(c) and (d) Few. portion, 


27. Mainly from religious sets, The habits are 


acquired by association. 


28. About 4 tola costs quarter anna; 2 to 3 
tolas cost one to one and-a-half anna, 


29, (a) Ordinarily tobacco, to make it burn. 
(6) Exceptionally dhatura, for intoxication. 


Rosebuds, aniseed, almond, coriander 


seeds, 
cucumber seeds, and black pepper. 


80. No knowledge of solitude; taken in com- 
pany. Yes, it is mainly confined to males; not 
confined to certain limit of life. It is not usual 
for children, 


81, Yes, it is easily formed by daily practice. 
It is not difficult to break off. Yes, it is taken to 
excess gradually, 


82, It is customary to drink bhang only on 
particular Hindu holidays, chiefly on Maha Shiva- 
ratri and Holi, commonly called Simga; neither 
religious nor essential ; if only taken on holidays, 
it does not form a habit and is not injurious. 


33. It is taken as a bad practice. There is no 
It spoils the constitu- 
tions of people; it weakens the mental power. 
There is no custom of worshipping hemp plant. 


34. It would be a serious privation to jogis and 
fakirs to leave it off; it is considered by them as a 
part of their jogiship. 

85. It would not be feasible to prohibit all of 
them ; it will be consumed illicitly. By putting a 
check to cultivation. It would occasion serious 
discontent to religious sects. It would not pro- 
duce any political danger. Yes, some will resort 
to liqaor and some to opium, 


36. No, because spirits are dear, 
2x2 
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37. The effects of both are same, but the charas | tion can be effected without any admixture only 


is worse, as it is stronger. to people who are not, in habit at all, 

38. The effect of round and flat ganja is just 57. To my knowledge ganja and charas are 
the same, but effect of chur is slight. never eaten or drunk, but cnly smoked. 

89, Smoking is more injurious than drinking 5S. Yes, it requires improvement. 


and eating, because the smoking affects the con- 
stitution sooner than drinking or eating. . 
- 40, Yes, it is used as medicine and also for 
cattle, 

41, No, it is not beneficial at all. 

(a) No. 


59. To whole Berar province cultivation of these 

| drugs should be lessened by heavy license fees ; 

also on import, export, and on wholesale sale ; and 

for retail sale the maximum quantity should be 
fixed to the lowest quantity. 


60. It should not be allowed to be sold whole- 


en tes TRL OSM aL cael aie sale by any cultivator to any wholesale purchaser 
”) 19, or a time being without a permit from a competent Government 
or drinker. 


| authority, as well as cultivators should not retain 
(c) and (@) No knowledge. the crops without license, and a heavy fee should 
be levied on cultivators ; also retail sale license to 
be granted to respectable person or party for each 
district. 

61. No charas is produced in this province. 

62. Yes, same as No, 60, 

63. Same as answer to No, 59. 

61. Same as answer to No. 60. 

85. Intoxicating drugs such as bhang, ganja, 
and charas are cheaper than opium and alcoholic 
liquor, because one anna worth of liquor would not 
give satisfaction to a quarter anna worth of ganja 
and charas consumer; so there is no objection to 
taxation being increased on these drugs. 

| 66. No, it should be in equal, 


67. In my opinion there is no objection to the 
present method of taxing, 


63. Licensees are not allowed by the license 
granted to them to allow consumers to consume 
drugs on the premises, and such method should 


42, The moderate use of these drugs is not 
harmless, because by moderate use it leads gener- 
ally to excess. 


48, Yes, they are inoffensive. 


44, Slight intoxication to the habitual consum- 
ers. Yes, for time being only it is refreshing. 
Yes, it produces intoxication. Yes, it puts a stop 
to hunger gradually. No, it does not create good 
appetite. Moderate effect from one to two hours, 
and excessive for a longer time. Yes, dullness is the 
after-effect. Yes, excessive smokers are inclined to 
smoke some more ; without that they cannot do, 


45. Yes, it affects physically on the liver, lungs 
and brain ; diminishes mental power. Yes, it does 
impair the constitution. Yes, it causes indigestion 
and loss of appetite gradually. It causes bron- 
chitis and asthma. Yes, it does impair morality 
and induce laziness. Yes, it deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity if taken in excess. No 
knowledge of type; cannot say temporary or 


permanent. be continued to prevent facilities for habitual smok- 
; ers : 
‘9 and 50. Yes, it produces impotence after a ? 
Rae ike Mabie Ae va 69. No, people are not consulted, and they ought 


to be consulted to know the reason whether in 
favour of these drugs or against, whatever it may 
55. Yes, they induce their victims to partake of | be. 

drugs to further their design. Complete stupefac- 


51 to 54. No knowledge. 


70. No. Yes, duty is paid. No. 





ll. Evidence of Waman Ganesu, Tahsildar, Vin. 


1. I am answering the questions regarding the 5. As there is neither ganja cultivation nor 
matters relative to ganja from the imformation | natural growth of jungli ganja, nothing can be 
obtained from the contractors and those who | said for certain what sort of climate and soil are 
smoke ganja in this taluk. congenial to the growth of ganja. 

2, The definition of ganja given by Dr, Prain in 
his report of 21st June 1893 is correct. In this 
taluk ganja is known by three different names— 
ganja, bhang and charas. But it seems that cha- 
ras is not received in_ this taluk, nor seen by any 
one. Only it is heard by el geet Es hee 
of ganja and bhang given by Dr. Prain is accepted { ce’ SB ; 
by el ” but, in fact, “as ae is no cultivation of st rt bp abrgees none aaa bgp for 
ganja in this taluk, nothing can be said positively, | PPOCuCHON OF gahja nor paang, nor Charas, nor 
. : atk for its seeds. Though Government allows the 

8. Ganja does not grow in this country at all, | cultivation of ganja on payment of Rs. 10 per 
nor can it be positively said in what districts it | acre, still nobody has cultivated it till now. 
grows. But from the information received it can d 4 ‘ 
be said that ganja is always imported in this 8, Nobody has at any time cultivated ganja 
taluk from Khandwa, and from this it seems that | in this taluk in his fields, nor is it, in practice to 
ganja might be growing abundantly in the | do so. Only those who smoke ganja were in the 
district of Khandwa, province Nemad. habit of gunreuns ace ems in ni Pee 

4, Ganja is known in this taluk by two differ- | Compounds. ut even that is now put a stop to, 
ent Rieko ganja and bhang. Cite is prepared | 98 has been disallowed by Government, 
from the buds of the trees, and bhang from their 9. As there is no custom of ganja cultivation 
dvied leaves. These two are obtained from one | in this taluk, nobody can mention the method by 
tree, : which it is cultivated, In Moglai time it was 


6. Nothing can be said about the growth of 
jungli ganja being dense or scattered only, because 
it does not at all grow in this taluk. But some 
men who had been to Haridwar say that there is 
jungli ganja in that district, and it grows densely 
like ¢arota, 
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the practice of planting ganja at the back of the 
house. While asking these men personally, they 
state that after ganja has been purchased from 
bazar, the seeds being collected therefrom are plant- 
ed in the gadda at the back of the house and are 
watered till their growth. If the plants get flow- 


ering tops, they are called male ganja. Male 
ganja is not used for smoking purposes. It is 


only used for drinking, which is called bhang. 
The smokers of ganja destroy these plants. If the 


plants do not get flowering tops they are called | 


female ganja. These plants are only preserved, 
and when they receive buds the same are cut and 
kept in the hole in the ground in the shape of 
2juddi. This substance is used for smoking pur- 
poses. If care is taken of these plants they last 
for two or three years and grow very high. After 
they are ripened the branches of them are cut and 
kept in the shape of juddi till it is completely dried. 

10, There is no particular caste which cultivates 
ganja. If permission is granted, ganja will be 


cultivated like grains in the fields by the cultiva- | 


tors, but the cultivation of ganja is not allowed 
in this taluk. 
the habit of consuming ganja used to plant hemp 
at the back of their own houses. 


11. As there is no growth of the jungh ganja in 


this taluk, nobody knows whether the seeds of the 
same are used for the cultivation of ganja. 


12. There is no custom in this taluk of culti- | 
vating ganja from the jungli ganja seeds, because | 
there is no growth of jungh ganja in this taluk. 


It may, perhaps, be used in the countries where 
there is growth of this, 
information about this. 
there is a growth of the jungli ganja, the people 


there perhaps might be planting it in their fields - 
for the purpose of bhang, but not for ganja, be- | 


cause ganja is not prepared at all from it, If 
people find any plant of jungli ganja they uproot 


the same, because they have no use of it, and be- | 


sides it spoils other plants. 


13. The cultivator who wishes to cultivate 
ganja will be allowed to do so on payment of Rs. 
10 per acre ; but as nobody has got experience of 
this, and as there is no cultivation in this taluk, 
the particulars as regards climate, soil, etc., cannot 
be supplied, but I think ganja is planted in the 
white soil and not in the sandy, 


taluk : only bhang is prepared. 

15. Ganja is imported from Khandwa, The 
substance which remains after the hemp plant has 
been trodden under foot is called bhang, and it is 
used for drinking purposes. The flowering tops 
of the hemp plant are cleaned two or three times 
with water, and after the water is extracted there- 
from it is dried on pressing it in cloth ; then this 
whole substance is mixed with tobacco and smoked 
in a chillum, his substance is called ganja. 
Nobody can say as to whether the jungli or culti- 
vated ganja is used for any of these preparations. 
Bhang is used for preparing ghatta, and the 
method of preparing it is that the leaves, ete., are 
kept in water till they become tender, After they 
are taken out of the water they are made to pow- 
der on a stone along with other perfumery articles, 
and this whole substance is filtered and drunk, 
This is called bhang. Some people take this with 
sugar and milk ; every one can prepare this at his 
own house. 


14, Neither ganja nor charas is prepared in this 


16. Yes, the people buy the particular sort of 
ganja from the market and prepare bhang at their 
houses, Where there are plants of ganja, bhang 


In old times only those who are in | 


No one ean give reliable | 
My opinion is that where ° 


| 
| 
| 
/ 
| 
26, The proportion of the consumers of any of 


can also be prepared of the leaves therefrom ; but 
the custom of such preparation is not in this taluk, 
Best ganja cannot be had from jungli ganja plants. 
Such plants may be used for preparing bhang, 
Some people who had been to Haridwar say that 
the jungh ganja grows there. 

17. It isnot customary that any particular 
class of people prepare any of these drugs. The 
contractors only sell ganja. The Halwais some- 
times prepare yakuti majum from ganja, 
| 18. Any of these drugs does not deteriorate by 

keeping, but if it is kept for along time the in- 
toxicative power of them becomes weak, The 
limit of keeping these drugs is nearly two years. 
After this period the intoxicative power of these 
drugs becomes weak. If they are kept with care 
they remain in power for three or four years. No- 
body can state what special measures can be taken 
to prevent deterioration, because every year ganja is 
imported from Khandwa. The countries in which 
the ganja is cultivated the people there sell it after 
| one year. From this it seems that ganja can 
‘ remain in good condition with ordinary care for 
| five or six years, but if it is kept everywhere it 
| deteriorates and gives a bad smell. 
| 
| 


19. Ganja and charas are only used for smok- 
ing; they cannot be used otherwise. The contrac- 

' tors prepare majum through halwais, and sell it in 
Muharram by permission. 


Nobody can state in 
what other ways it is used, 


20. I cannot say with certainty what classes of 
the people smoke ganja. Charas is not known 
in this taluk. Generally fakirs, gosains and la- 
bourers smoke ganja. It is a general opinion of 
the public that exertions of severe nature can be 
alleviated by ganja smoking. 


21, The different kinds of ganja given in this 
question are not known to the people of this taluk, 
. They smoke ganja which is imported from 
' Khandwa. 


22. Charas is not known in this taluk. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, because 
it is less intoxicative than ganja; but the habitual 
' smokers in time of need sometimes use bhang for 

smoking, but this happens very rarely, 

24, Generally in the hot season most of the 
people of this taluk drink bhang. Bhang is not 
used for eatng in this taluk, It is said that this 
is used in Hindustan. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the in- 
crease in this taluk. Day by day the state of the 
people becomes poorer and poorer ; and as they have 
not got means to use any other costly drugs besides 
this they are obliged to use ganja. Among Hindus 
drinking of liquor is prohibited, and if they drink 

| they are kept out of caste; but if they smoke 
ganja they are not kept out of caste. Under all 
these circumstances, 1 am of opinion that there is 
an increase as stated, 


these drugs is as follows :— 
(a) 10 per cent, 
(b) 5 per cent. 
(ec) 2 per cent. 
(2) 3 per cent. 

27, I cannot give positively what classes of the 
people are mainly taken to these drugs. The habit 
of ganja smoking can be easily formed by associa- 
tion with the ganja consumers, 

28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs per diem are as follows :— 

(«) 3 pies. 
(8) 2 annas, 
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29. The moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs mix ordinarily tobacco in ganja while smok- 
ing, and exceptionally the excessive consumers mix 
kuchalia and dhatura seeds with it. Some drink 
bhang with water and sugarcane, while some with 
sugar, milk and other perfumery things, 

The excessive consumers mix dhatura seeds in 
ganja while smoking with the intention of making 
it more intoxicative. 


30, Bairagis, fakirs, etc., use any of these drugs 
in company consisting of four or five members, 
The labourers smoke ganja at their own houses, 
The people think that ganja smoking is one of the 
mean acts, Those who are addicted to ganja 
smoking smoke at each other’s houses, Bhang is 
also not prepared by one and drunk ; it also requires 
a company of five or ten men. If any gentleman 
wishes to take bhang, he prepares it at home and 





“drinks, Itis mainly confined to the male sex of 20 
years of age and above. Children never consume 
any of these drugs if they are under control; very 
scarcely any of the children take to these drugs. 
In Muharram alone it is said that bhang is drunk 
by all, 2. ¢., from youths down to elderly persons. 

31, The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed. It is difficult to break off at once. 
There is a tendency in the case of any of these drugs 
for the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. There is no custom, social or religious, in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drugs, 
but in bairagis they consider it a religious custom 
and they drink. Drinking is generally excessive in 
them. It is likely to lead tothe formation of the 
habit, and is thereby injurious. 

33. Ganja smoking has been considered to be 
one of the mean acts by the people, because thereb 
one loses memory and health; it brings on coug 
and so forth. If bhang is taken moderately 
during the hot season it won’t affect. There is no 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant in this taluk. 


34. It is a serious privation to any class of con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of any of these 
drugs at once, because thereby they will not digest 
their food: they will suffer from purging, and so 
forth. This will last for two months and then it 
will be stopped. It is said that if any one wishes 
to break off this habit, ganja can be kept in butter- 
milk instead of water and then smoked, and _there- 
by the habit of ganja smoking will be easily broken 
off. It is not injurious to drink bhang. There is 
a general custom to drink bhang in this taluk, and 
this habit can easily be broken off. 


35. It is not feasible to prohibit the use of any 
of these drugs, because it is of a long standing. As 
there is a great number of the consumers of these 
drugs, it is impossible to stop it at once; and if it 
is so stopped the people will consume the drug 
illicitly. If the Government wants to prohibit the 
use of these drugs, I propose that some tax should 
be imposed on the consumers of any of these drugs, 
and thereby the number will be reduced. The 
quantity for the retail sale should also be reduced, 
but with all this, I don’t think that it can be 
stopped at once. There is no doubt that there will 
be discontent amongst the consumers of these 
drug's, but it will not amount to a political danger, 
because the number of such people is not large. 
The prohibition will be followed by recourse to 
alcoholic stimulants by those who have got means 
to spend for them, and the rest will take to other 
drugs. 


386. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied, 


37, So far as intoxication is concerned, there is, 


it is said, difference in the effects of charas and 
ganja smoking. Charas is too strong in its effect ; 
ganja is not so: it can be smoked five, seven, and 
ten times during a day. 


38, Reliable information on this head cannot 
be supplied, 


89. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than eating or drink- 
ing, because by smoking it brings on cough and 
weakness. It is not mentioned in the medical 
books that ganja should be smoked. 


40, Ganja is used in the treatment of cattle- 
diseases ; but it is said that if it is administered 
to cows, buffaloes, etc., their milk is stopped. It 
is also used by native doctors as medicine, and 
they state that they have got authority in the 
medical books, 


41, The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
beneficial in its effects— 


(2) as a digestive ; 
(6) to alleviate fatigue under severe exertions ; 


(c) as a preventive of disease in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts ; 


(2) im no other way. 


Labourers only use moderately any of these 
drugs for the purposes above named. The ex- 
cessive use of any of these drugs is injurious to 
the health. 


42. I consider the moderate use of any of these 
drugs is harmless, 


43. The moderate consumers are inoffensive to 
their neighbours. 


44, There will be no immediate effect of the 
moderate use of any of these drugs on the habitual 
and excessive consumers, It is refreshing to the 
moderate consumers: it produces intoxication ; 
it creates appetite. The effects of it last for one or 
two hours, There are no after-effects. 


45, (a) The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs produces noxious effects, 


(0) It does impair the constitution in any 
way. 

(c) It does 
loss of appetite. 

(2) It does cause dysentery only. 

(e) Reliable information on this head cannot be 
upphed. But if any new man takes to these 
sdrugs he is naturally to lead to immorality and 


debauchery. 


injure the digestion and cause 


It does deaden the intellect and produce insanity. 
It produces insanity in the case of excessive con- 
sumers. It is temporary and may be remedied 
if early steps are taken, 


2 


46, The reasons given above apply to this ques- 
tion also. 

47, The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit 
and effect in any way the children. 


4S, See answer above. 


49, Some people use any of these drugs as an 
aphrodisiac. It is also used by prostitutes. The 
use for this purpose is injurious. Reliable inform- 
ation on this cannot be supplied. 


50. It is said that the excessive use of any of 
these drugs brings on impotency. 


51. The bad characters that we have got in this 
taluk are not generally the habitual moderate 
consumers of any of these drugs. Some of them 
are used to these drugs, I don’t think that the 
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consumers of any of these drugs commit graver 
offences. They may, perhaps, commit petty thefts 
with the intention of getting money for this pur- 
pose, very rarely and in time of need. 


52. I don’t think that the excessive consumers 
of any of these drugs will commit offences of a 
graver nature. 


53. It cannot be stated with certainty that the 
excessive indulgence in any of these drugs incites 
to unpremeditated crime, I have no knowledge of 
any case of murder being committed by such men. 


54. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

55. The criminals, in order to further their 
designs, induce their victims to partake any of 
these drugs and so stupefy them. Complete 
stupefaction cannot be induced without admixture. 


56. Tobacco is always mixed with ganja for the 
moderate effects, and dhatura seeds for the ex- 
cessive, 


These seeds are only used by excessive habitual 
consumers for their personal use, 


57. It is said that there is a custom of mixing 
ganja with other eatable things. I have no know- 
ledge of this. 


58. I consider that the present system of excise 
administration in this province is working well, and 
I do not think that any modifications are needed 
therein, 


59. As there is no necessity of any improvements 
in the system of excise administration, the reasons 
called for are not given. 


60. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk, and hence there is no management or control 
over it. 


- ae ee LE CL 


61. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 


62. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk. 


63. I have no objection to the present system of 
wholesale and retail vend of any of these drugs. 


_ 64, I have no objection to the existing regula- 
tions in force in this taluk for governing the export 
and import of any of these drugs. 


65. In my opinion the taxation on any of these 
drugs, viz., ganja and charas, is reasonable and 
requires no alteration, Ganja should be sold by 
Government to the contractors by recovering tax 
thereon instead of selling it by auction. The 
ganja is sold by auction along with opium, and 
hence the revenue of ganja alone cannot be 
supplied; and I suggest that ganja should be sold 
separately from opium. 

66. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied, 

67. I think, in my opimion, that the tax on 
ganja is very little, and the method of taxing is 
supplied in answer No, 65 above. 


68, There are shops licensed for the sale of any 
of these drugs in this taluk. It is sold there only 
and not consumed on the premises. 


69. When the shops were stationed first they 
were stationed with the consultation of the 
people, and as well as looking to their conveniences. - 
It is fair, I think, that the people should always 
be consulted in opening these shops. 


70. I have not heard of any case of smuggling 
of any of these drugs from Native States in this 
taluk. Ganja is always imported on pass after the 
duty has been really paid. There is no use of 
untaxed ganja in this taluk, 





12. Evidence of Vicxoost Narain, Tahsildar, Kathapur. 


1. Iam answering the questions regarding the 
matters relative to hemp drugs from the informa- 
tion obtained from contractors and others, 

2. There is no cultivation of ganja in this taluk. 
Charas is not known to the people of this taluk. 
The dried flowering tops with tender branches of 
the hemp plants are called ganja. The plants 
being trodden under foot, the substance remaining 
therefrom is called bhang. Ganja is imported in 
this taluk from Central Provinces and Khandwa. 
As there is no cultivation of ganja in this taluk, 
the names given by Dr. Prain are not known to 
the people. 

3 and 4, The information on these heads can’t be 
supplied, 

5. Nobody knows about raw ganja in this 
taluk. 

6. There is no growth of raw ganja in this 
taluk. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
this taluk. 

$ to 13. The information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

14, Ganja is imported in this taluk from other 
provinces, as there is no cuitivation of it here. 

15. The ganja which is imported in this taluk is 
used for the following purposes :— 

(1) For smoking. 

(2) For eating. 


| 
| 


(3) For drinking. 

(1) The flowering tops are used for smoking, It 
is first cleaned in water and after the water being 
extracted therefrom, the substance remaining is 
mixed with little quantity of tobacco and smoked 
in chillums. 


(2) The substance which remains from hemp 
plants after being trodden under foot is used for 
this purpose. It is first cleaned with water and 
after the water being extracted therefrom, it is 
fried, and mixing it with sugar and other per- 
fumery articles, the same is made to powder, which 
is used for eating purposes, 

(3) The substance above described is used also 
for this purpose. The ganja is first cleaned with 
water and kept therein till it becomes tender, It 
is then made to powder on a stone and mixing it 
with water, sugar, and milk, ete., the whole sub- 
stance is lilteved and drunk, 

16. The bhang is not prepared generally by the 
middle class people in their houses. They do not 
know how to prepare it. They have no knowledge 
of the hemp plant. ‘They never prepare charas. 

17. The information on this head cannot be sup- 
plied. 

18. Any of these drugs, 7. ¢, ganja and bhang, 
can keep its effect for about one year, after this 
period it has no effect. Charas is not known in 
this taluk, 


19. Ganja and bhang are used for smoking, eating 
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and drinking purposes, They are also used as 
medicines, Ganja which is imported from Khandwa 
is used for smoking and eating purposes, and the 
one from Northern India is used for drinking. 


20. The proportion of the people who smoke 
ganja cannot be given. Many classes of the people 
smoke ganja, but chiefly fakirs, gosains, bairagis 
and labourers smoke ganja. Ganja eating and 
drinking is a general custom even in well-to-do 
people. 

21, Ganja which is imported from Khandwa, 
etc,, is used by the people of this taluk. 


22, Charas is not imported in this taluk. 
23, Bhang is never used for smoking. 


24. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
given, 


25, It cannot be stated that there is increase of 
these drugs in this taluk. 


26, The proportion of the consumers of these 
drug's is as follows :— 


(a) 25 per cent. 
(6) 75 
(c) 5 
(d) 25 


27, Only those who are idle, funny, and without 
any employment mainly lead to these drugs. 


28. The information required has been omitted 
while answering this question. 

29, Habitual excessive consumers mix dhatura, 
kuchala and bachnag with these drugs with the 
intention of making it more intoxicative. 

The information on the second head cannot be 
supplied. 


30, For the consumption of any of these diugs 
in solitude one pays from his own pocket, but in 
company they collect subscription. It is mainly 
confined to the males of over 20 years of age, 
Children never consume any of these drugs. 


31, The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed, but the habit of smoking is difficult 
to break off. There is a tendency im any of these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

32. There is no custom, social or religious, in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drugs, 
but this plant is called “ shio-walli,” and on the da 
of Maha Shivaratra bhang or ghotais drunk, but this 
is not regarded as essential, It isnot likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit. 

33, There is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant on any occasion in this taluk, 

3-4, There seems to be no serious privation to 
any class of consumers to forego the consumption 
of any of these drugs they use, 

35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of any of 
these drugs amongst the family men, but it is not 
in sadhus, fakirs, bairagis, etc., and they only will 
be discontented by the prohibition, It must be 
made by government laws, and will not amount to 
a political danger. The prohibition will be followed 


by recourse to alcoholic stimulants and other drugs. | 
36, Reliable information on this head cannot be | 


supplied. 


37 and 38. Information on this head cannot be 
supplied, 


i 
H 
i 
| 


89, Not solved properly according to the ques- 
tion. 

40, Native doctors prescribe any of these drugs 
on account of its medicinal qualities. It is also 
used in the treatment of cattle-disease, 


41, The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
beneficial in its effects— 

(2) as a digestive ; 

(6) to alleviate fatigue under severe exertion. 

(c) and (d) This is not known to me, 


For the purposes mentioned above, chiefly 
bairagis, fakirs; Gonds, Banjaris, ete., use these 
drugs moderately or excessively, 

42, The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
harmless, 


43, Not properly solved. 


44, There is no immediate effect of the moder- 
ate use of any of these drugs on the habitual con- 
sumer, It brings on intoxication after a while, It 
is refreshing. ‘It produces intoxication. It does 
create hunger. There are no after-effects. The 
want of subsequent gratification produces uneasi- 
ness, 


45, The moderate use of any of these drugs pro- 
duces intoxication, cough, weakness, asthma, im- 
morality, and madness during intoxication, 

46, Just as above, but in more degrees, in the 
case of habitual excessive consumer. 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of any of 
these drugs appears to be no hereditary habit, 

Nothing can be said positively about this, 


49 and 50. There is a tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs for the moderate habit to dev- 
elop into the excessive. 


51 to 52. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be given, 


58. I have not heard if any grievous offence has 
been committed by excessive consumers of any of 
these drugs. 


54 to 57. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be supplied. 


58. I do not think that any modifications should 
be made in the present system of excise administra- 
tion, 

59. No modifications are required. 

60. Ganja is not cultivated in this taluk, and 
the ignorant people have no knowledge how to cul- 
tivate it. 

61. Charas is not prepared in this taluk, 

62. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk, 

63, Ihave no objection to the present system 
of wholesale or retail vend of any of these drugs. 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula- 
tions governing the import of any of these drugs, 

65. This is not properly solved, 

66. Flat, round and broken ganja is not imported 
in this taluk from Bengal. 

67. I have no objection to the present method of 
taxing any of these drugs. 

68, Contractors can only sell ganja in this taluk. 


69. Shops are opened with the consent of con- 
tractors of these drugs. 


70. I have not heard of any case of smuggling of 
hemp drug from Native States, 


Pere ea ee 
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13. Evidence of Viwayak Appast Kaur, Brahmin, Officiating Tohsildar, 
Darwa, Wun District. 


1. I am answering the questions regarding 
the matters connected with hemp -drugs from 
information obtained from the contractors and 
the consumers of the same. 


2, The definitions given in this question of the 
several forms of hemp drugs are very minute, but 
as there is no ganja cultivation in this taluk, the 
people have no knowledge of these definitions. 
This product is locally known by the following 
names :—(1) Ganja, (2) bhang, (3) charas, 

(1) Ganja consists of the dried flowering tops 
and tender branches of the hemp plants. 


(2) Bhang consists of the smallest parts which 
remain after the hemp plant being trodden under 
foot. 


(3) Charas is not imported in this taluk. 


8. The people of this taluk have no knowledge 
as to where the hemp plant grows spontaneously, 
Some say that these plants grow in the countries 
adjoining the Himalaya mountains; but this 
information is not reliable. Ran ganja is some- 
times found in the jungles, but nobody says as 
to whether this is the same plant of which the 
information is required, No one can say as to 
whether this plant brings on intoxication, This 
plant is scarcely found in the jungles. 


4, This plant is known by the name of ran 
ganja, and it has been already mentioned that 
this plant is different from the one under dis- 
cussion. 


5. No reliable information can be given on 
this head. 

6. This plant is never found in the jungles, and 
hence the information as to its growth cannot 


be supplied. 


7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk for any of the drugs named. 


8. As there is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, this question need not be solved. 

9, No particulars can be given regarding the 
method of cultivation of this plant. 

10 to 13. Thelinformation on these heads cannot 
be supplied, as there is no cultivation of this plant, 

14. There is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, and hence the ganja and bhang are 
not prepared from this plant, These are always 
imported from Malwa vid Khandwa. The flower- 
ing tops and tender branches of the hemp plant 
are called ganja, while the remaining substance 
is called bhang. Charas is not known im this 
taluk, 

15. Ran ganja is not found in this taluk. The 
following articles are prepared from the hemp 
drugs plants :— 

(4) Ganja for smoking ; 

(B) Majum, yakuti, for eating ; 

(C) Ghota for drinking. 

(4) The ganja should be cleaned and then 
washed seven times in water, and after the water 
has been extracted therefrom the ganja is nuxed 
with an equal quantity of tobacco and smoked in 
chtllums, ' . 

(B) The ganja is boiled along with water in a 
pot, and after it is dried it is mixed with an equal 

vol, vii. 


quantity of ghi and then boiled and put into a 
small gunny bag, and the bag with its con- 
tents being twisted with the assistance of ropes, 
the substance extracted theiefrom is kept in 
a “parat,’ and after it has been mixed with 
sugar, small pieces are made of it, which is called 
majum. 


The essence of the pure ganja should be extract- 
ed and mixed with a httle quantity of the juice of 
jowri roots, dhatura seeds, kuchala, and aconite, 
and the whole being mixed with sugar, saffron, and 
other perfuming substances, it is called yakuti, 

(C) The bhang being cleaned and made into 
powder and mixed with poppy heads, pepper, rose 
buds, etc., the mixture is called ghota. Some 
people add milk to this, 


16. Ghota is prepared by the people in their 
houses, It can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever it grows. tan ganja is not cultivated in 
this taluk, and hence the other substances, charas 
and bhang, cannot be prepared, 


17. Ganja is prepared and smoked by fakirs, 
gosais, etc. This ganja is not prepared for sale. 
Halwais and other shopkeepers prepare majum and 
yakuti for sale in the fairs, 


18. Yes; it does lose its effect by keeping for a 
long time. It can be kept with ordinary care for 
two years. It deteriorates by dampness. It must 
be kept in Sindhi mats, ete., and care should be 
taken against damp air to prevent deterioration, 


19, Charas is not prepared in this taluk. Ganja 
is used for smoking, 

20. This information is given in answer No, 17 
above, The accurate percentage cannot be given ; 
but from the records it seems that 19,640 people 
were the usual consumers during the last seven 
months, and the average for twelve months will 
be 33,668 in a population of 156,530 of the taluk. 


21, Flowering ganja is prepared by the people ; 
but the patti ganja is imported in this taluk and 
used, 


22. Charas is not used in this taluk, and hence 
it is never imported. 


23, Bhang is also used for smoking; but it is 
only the usual consumers of ganja who do so, The 
percentage and the classes of the people are given 
respectiveiy in answers Nos. 17 and 2 above, 


24. This has been solved in answers Nos, 17 and 
20 above. 


25, The increase and decrease in any of these 
drugs cannot be correctly given; but there seems 
to be a decrease. The quantity used during the 
last five years is as follows :— 


Year. M. Ss. 
1887-88 . - - is 39 7 
1888-89 . . - iy 21 14 
Ussy-VO : y : 65 7 
1890-91 44 y 


1syvl-92 . « : - 26 26 

26 and 27. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot he given. 

28. The average allowance per diem to habitual 
moderate consumers is 3 pies and to habitual exces- 
sive consumers | anna, 

ce f 
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29, Tobacco is one of the ordinary ingredients 
mixed with ganja, but exceptionally kuchala, dha- 
tura seeds, etc., are mixed with ganja to make it 
stronger, Bhang massala is described in answer 
No, 15 (C) above. 


30. The consumption of each of the these drugs 
is practised by males of 20 years of age and above 
in solitude or incompany. Children never consume 
any of these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is not easily formed. It is not difficult to break 
off. There is no tendency in any of these drugs 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive. 


32. These drugs are not used as one of the social 
or religious customs, and hence the further parti- 
culars cannot be satisfactorily described. 

33, The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded as a mean act by the people. 
The consumers of each of these drugs are generally 
disrespected. It is the opinion in general that these 
drugs are injurious to the consumer’s health. The 
hemp plant is never worshipped on any occasion ; 
but in case the habitual consumer dies, the hemp 
plant is kept near his corpse at the time of his fu- 
neral ceremony. ‘The use of any form of the nar- 


cotic is generally in disrepute, because there is a | 


firm opinion among the public that the use of these , 





drugs is one of the mean acts, inasmuch as 
cial or religious customs are concerned, 


18 SO- 


34, There would be no serious privation to any 
class of consumers to forego the consumption of the 
drugs they use. These drugs have got one or two 





more troublesome effects than the opium, liquor, 
ete. Still in opium and liquor there are some per- 
manent effects which are impossible to be checked 
at once, and hence there would be a serious priva- 
tion to the consumers of these to forego the con- 
sumption, This is not applicable to the hemp 
drugs consumers, 


35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of all these 
drugs. By this I mean that the cultivation of 
ganja should be stopped. The prohibition of all 
these drugs will not, 1 think, occasion serious dis- 
content amongst the consumers, and it would not 
also amount to a political or social danger. 

The consumers of these drugs are generally 
bairagis, fakirs, kanphatias, ete. The number of 
such people is not large in this taluk. In family 
men such habits are very rare. If the use of the 


hemp drugs is prohibited, these men will have re- | 


course to alcohohe stimulants or other drugs pro- 
ducing intoxication, without which they will not 
pull on, 

36. It appears that the men who are used to the 
hemp drugs are addicted to a certain extent to 
aleohol. I attribute this change to the causes of 
getting the alcohol ready, and they have got a pe- 
culiar taste. I cannot offer any proof of its 
reality, but it is said that the liquor 1s much con- 
sumed. 

37. As the charas is not used in this taluk, the 
information on this head cannot be given, 


38. There are different kinds of effects on the 
consumers of ganja and bhang, of which the former 
is stronger than the latter in its effects, 

39. The smoking of the hemp drugs is more in- 
jurious than that of drinking or eating, but this 
habit is not so common'y in use as that of smoking: 

40, Sce medical officer’s report attached.* 

41, Moderate use of ganja or bhang is beneficial 









in its effects as a digestive, and also gives staying- 
power under severe exertion or exposure and alle- 
viates fatigue, and is also effective as a medicine in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. No information 
can be given for clause {d). 


The labouring classes naturally use this drug in 
order to alleviate fatigue. But in this taluk such 
people generally use liquor instead of this drug, and 
next to this they use opium, 

42. Moderate use of these drugs is to some ex- 
tent beneficial, for which the explanation is already 
offered. It seems that the moderate use of these 
occasionally would be harmless, only perhaps it 
may harm during its intoxication for a short time. 

43, Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 

44, The immediate effect of moderate use of any 
of these drugs on the habitual consumers is of a 
pleasing sort. It produces intoxication. It does 
not allay hunger. It creates appetite in some 
degree. The effects of these drugs last for about 
four hours on habituals and for twelye hours on 
beginners, Yes, there are after-effects. 


45 and 46, Vzde Medical Officer’s report attached.* 


47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, but 
im some way it attects the children of the moderate 





45. The excessive habitual use of any of these 


drugs does not appear to be a he.editary habit, but 
it affects the children, 


49 and 50, Vide Medical Officer’s report attach- 
ed. 





51. The bad characters only are used to these 
drugs, The proportion is not based on the popu- 
lation, The bad characters generally commit petty 
offences with the intention of defraying the costs 
of these drugs. ‘Ihe consumers of liquor require a 
large amount, to spend for it, while the consumers 


of these drugs can manage with a small amount. 
52, This has been solved in answer No, 51 above. 
53. The excessive indulgence does not, it appears, 

excite the consumer to unpremeditated crime, vio- 


lent or otherwise, unless the consumer has not been 
out of his senses, 


dt. These drugs are not used by eriminals in 
order to fortify themselves to commit a preme- 
ditated act of violence or other crime, 

55, The criminals induce their victims to partake 
of any of these drugs, and so stupefy them in order 
to further their designs. Complete stupefaction 
can be induced by admixture. 
56 and 57, Vide Medical Officer’s report attach- 
ed,* 


58, Lhe present practice of control is rather satis- 
factory. Lor the present the Revenue Officers have 
been entrusted with powers in these matters ; but 
if a separate officer be appointed for these matters, 
the control, ete., will be more satisfactorily exercised 
than at present, 

59, The improvement can he effected by opening 
a separate department, and also by giving powers to 
the patels, ete. 

60. Information on this head cannot be supplied, 
as there is no ganja cultivation in this taluk, 

61, Charas is not known im this taluk, 

62. See answer No. 60 above. 


63. No improvements are necessary in the 


present system of wholesale or retail vend of these 
drugs, 


* Not received by the Commission, 
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64. I have no objections to the existing reguk i 
; abs é gula- | for the opening of shops, The shops are opened 
tions governing the import of these drugs, As there | from information eacant from the econ as 
is no Cultivation of ganja in this taluk, there is no | to the sale of these drugs ; but the public conveni- 
exportation of the same. ence is always looked to in opening them. 
65 to 67, I am unable to solve these satisfactorily. 


68 No houses or shops have been licensed for provinees on a pass after the duty has been paid. 


the sale of these drugs or their preparations where | There i , : 
Pucitrade tae wianivenl'on the Yosiniees. a e is no general use of untaxed drugs in this 


69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 


70, The ganja is always imported from other 





14. Hoidence of LAxMAN Gopat DesHpanpE, Brahmin, Naib Tahsildar, Mangrul 
Taluk, District Basim. 


1, Ihave had opportunities of obtaining inform- | taken suited best for ganja crop without any 
ation regarding the matters connected with hemp | manure. There is no part of my province where 
drugs, in regard to which my answers are framed | its cultivation would be impossible. 
from the persons addicted to the hemp drugs and 
the cultivators of the plant, whenever I came in 
contact with them. 


2. The said definitions can be accepted, except 
the definition of ganja, The name of bhang is (c) Bhang. 
applied to the dry leaves of cultivated female hemp 
plants. There are only two varieties known of 
ganja—flat ganja and chur ganja, Ganja is 


14, The following products are prepared in my 
province :— 


(a) Ganja ; 


_For the answer of the latter part of the question, 
vide answer to question No. 9, chapter 2. 


locally known by ganja, Charas is locally known 15, As it is not known that ganja and bhang 
by charas. Bhang is locally known by bhang, are produced from the wild plant, so the distine- 
siddhi, and gadada. tion between the methods of preparation from the 


" \ i ia YR, cultivated and the wild plant cannot be made, 
eth growth of the wild hemp is ordinarily | The following is the method of preparing the above 
cue We ate _ | products: When the hemp crop is ready to be 

7. There is a cultivation of the hemp plant in | reaped, cultivators cut off buds with leaves. They 


my province— heap the buds with leaves on the surface of the 
(a)-for-production of ganja, earth and tread them under foot. The leaves form 


() for use of bhang bhang, and buds ganja, Buds are put in the water 
Jai. oe Die et and after a few minutes they are taken out and 
in Khamgaon and Pimpri in the Khamgaon taluk | cleared of the ‘dirt they contain. Thus they are 
and Sutal in the Malkapur taluk to the slight | prepared for smoking. The leaves are reduced 


extent. to powder, and the powder thus made is used for 
§. There has not recently been any considerable | cating and drinking, 

inerease or decrease in the area under such culti- 16. Bhang is not generally prepared by the 

vation. people in their houses. It can be prepared from 


the hemp plant wherever grown. Ganja cannot 


9, The cultivators are to procure seeds of the 
be prepared from the wild plant wherever grown, 


hemp plant outside of the province. The soil is to 
be ploughed down. It requires sufficient manure, 
particularly that of cowdung, The process of the 
kharif crop is generally followed in the hemp cul- 
tivation, The seeds are sown rather late, that 
is, in the months of July and August (in the 
Nakshatras of Punarwasu and Pusha), The hemp 
crop requires, besides the rain, well water, from 
the Hasta Nakshatra, three times a day. The 
crop is ready for being reaped in the months of 
November and December (in the month of Marga- 
shirsha). To have the crop more stimulative in its 4, 
suality the cultivators open the lower part of the | when the latter is not available, 

hemp plant, put in the part open needful quantity 20, The classes of the people that smoke ganja 
of opium, and then bind it over very tight. are mainly formed of travellers, bairagis, fakirs 


17. The preparations of ganja and bhang are 
made by the cultivators of the hemp. 

18. The drugs (ganja and bhang) do deteriorate 
by keeping. They quite lose their effects in time. 
They do not keep good more than two years with 
ordinary care. I don’t know the causes of deterior- 
ation. To prevent. deterioration they should not 
be affected from moisture and rats. 

19 Ganja is used for smoking. Chur ganja is 
used also for eating and drinking instead of bhang, 


Ce 





10, The persons who cultivate hemp for its gosawis, Rajputs, Brahmins, Kunbis, Marwaris, 
narcotic properties don’t form a special class, throughout the whole province. Their number on 
They are of the same classes as other agricultural | an average probably will come to 2U per thousand, 
cultivators. 21. The flat ganja is preferred for smoking. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 23. Bhang is sometimes used for smoking when 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild | ganja is not available to the hands of the poorer 
hemp. classes of the people. 

12, Ihave ro reason to suppose that the (so- 2, Throughout the whole province Brahmins, 
called) wild hemp is anywhere specially cultivated | Rajputs, Marwaris, bairagis, gosawis, etc., do eat 
for the production of ganja. or drink bhang. The number of consumers will 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja | Com? to 10 per thousand. ; 
is restricted throughout the whole province. The 25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the in- 
elevated pandhari soil close to villages is necessary | crease, The reason is that the number of the 
for the cultivation of he } 7 me eae , 
The soil from which opium crops were used to be 

vol, vil, 3x2 












comiwendation of contractors wherever needed. 
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This fact evidently shows that the consumption is 
on the increase, 


26. The following are the proportions of the 
consumer's :— 


Ganja. Bhang. 
(a) Habitual moderate consumers . 5 3 wt 
(b) Habitual excessive consumers 12 5] 2 
(c) Occasional moderate consumers. 1 1 3 
(d) Occasional excessive consumers. 2 1 Fe 
20 10) 


27, Each of these is mainly taken from classes 
of the people forming fakirs, bairagis, gosawis, 
Rajputs. The practice is mainly contracted owing 
to the bad association. Generally these classes of 
the people lead an idle life, 


28. The following is the average allowance and 
cost of each of these drugs per diem to— 


Allow- Cost. 
ance. 
Tolas. Annas, 
(a) Habitual moderate consumers— 
Ganja 23 2 
Bhang 2 1 
(b) Habitual excessive consumets— 
Ganja : . : bytes 4, 
Bhang A : ° me Mig 2h 


29, Tobacco is ordinarily, and dhatura exception- 
ally, mixed with ganja. Pepper and bhang 
maseala are ordinarily mixed with bhang. The 
object of these admixtures is to moderate the power 
of intoxication and to have a good taste. Bhang 
massala consists of rose flower, sugarcandy, poppy 
seeds, sweet fennel, almonds, nutmegs, carda- 
moms. 


30. To a great extent the consumption of each of 
these drugs is practised generally in solitude and 
occasionally in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex attaining minority. It is not usual 
for children to consume any of these drugs (bhang 
and ganja). 

31. The habit of consuming bhang and ganja is 
easily formed. It is not difficult to break off. 
There is a tendency in the case of any of these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive, 

82. As for ganja smoking, there is no religious 
or social custom prevalent in the province, There 
is a religious custom among the Hindus of drinking 
bhang on the days on which Maha Shivaratra and 
Chaitra Akadasi fall. The Hindus observe fasting 
on the said days. The persons given to bhang 
drinking drink and induce others to drink in 
honour of Mahadeo, The use of the drug is not 
regarded as essential. It is temperate generally to 
the occasional consumers and excessive to the con- 
firmed consumers, 


33, The consumption of bhang is generally 
regarded as baneful vice, and more so the use of 
ganja. There is not any public opinion in regard 
to the practice. The reason why the use of any 
form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute can 
be attributed to the dangerous and undesirable 
consequences that follow from it (use), There is 
no eustom of worshipping the hemp plant on any 
occasion by certain sects of the people. 

35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
ganja and bhang. The drug would not be con- 
sumed illicitly. No doubt the prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
Such discontent would not amount to a political 
danger, as the number of consumers is very small in 


comparison of the population of the whole province. | 


a ren ce 


The prohibition will be followed by recourse, not to 
(a) alcoholic stimulant or other drugs, but to too 
much eating and smoking of tobacco, 


87. The smoking of charas is not practised in 
my province, so the difference in effects cannot be 
mentioned. 


38. The flat ganja brings on intoxication earlier 
than the chur ganja—to consumers, The use of 
flat ganja is more pernicious to the health than 
that of the chur ganja. 


39. The smoking of any preparation of the hemp 
plant is not in any way less injurious, but, on the 
contrary, more injurious than drinking or eating 
the same or any other preparation, 

40, The use of ganja is prescribed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by Native Doctors, Its use 
is also made in the treatment of cattle disease. 

41, The moderate use of ganja or bhang is tem- 
porarily beneficial in its effects— 

(a) as a food accessory or digestive ; 
(4) to give staying-power under severe exertion. 
or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue; 
(c) as a febrifuge or preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. 

Generally travellers, such as fakirs, bairagis, 
gosawis, and labourers, use the drug for the above 
purposes. It is both the moderate habitual use 
and moderate occasional use of the drug which I 
refer to. The effects of the moderate occasional 


use of the drug are more beneficial than those of 
the moderate habitual use. 


43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of the drugs (bhang and ganja) on the habi- 
tual consumers is to inflame the eyes to the slight 
extent in the case of ganja, and to create incon- 
ceivable action in the brains in the case of bhang. 
The consumers think it to be refreshing, though it 
is not actually so, It produces intoxication to the 
slight extent. It does not allay hunger. Bhang 
creates appetite. The effect of ganja lasts for two 
hours or so, while that of bhang throughout the 
whole day. There are after-elfects. The want of 
subsequent gratification does produce longing or 
uneasiness, 

45, The habitual use of any of these drugs 


(ganja and bhang) does produce noxious effects, 
physical, mental or moral. 


It (ganja) impairs the constitution. It (ganja) 
and bhang in the long run injure the digestion or 
causé loss of appetite. Ganja causes asthma when 
the consumer loses health and grows old. It in- 
duces laziness. It does deaden the intellect. 


46. As to the consequences from the habitual ex- 
cessive use of any of these, they ensue earlier. 


47. The habitual moderate use of ganja does 
affect the claldren of the moderate consumer, 


48. The habitual excessive use of ganja does 


affect the children of the excessive consumer very 
badly. 


49, The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
practised as an aphrodisiac. They are used by 
prostitutes, The use for this purpose is more in- 
jurious than the use as narcotic, as they give much 
stimulus to the nervous system, The use of hemp 
tends to produce impotence in the long run. 


50. By the excessive use the effects are brought 
about earlier. 


54, The drugs (ganja and bhang) are not used 
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by criminals to fortify themselves to commit a pre- 
meditated act of violence or other crime, 


57, Ganja is sometimes eaten or drunk when 
bhang is available. 


58. Tam strongly under the impression that 
when the Government introduced the system of 
excise administration the main object it had in view 
was to check the consumption of the drugs from 
the hemp plant as far as possible. But on consi- 
deration of gradually increasing number of consum- 
ers I cannot but say that the object aimed at is 
not likely to be accomplished by the working of the 
present system, The system is capable of improve- 
ment, 

59. To improve the system such measures ma 
be taken as would without fail check gradually the 
use of the drugs or prohibit at once the use ex- 
cept on medical purposes. Under the present sys- 
tem any number of maunds of the drug can be im- 
ported to meet the demands of the public, and be- 
sides that any number of acres can be brought 
under the cultivation of the hemp plant for the 


\ 


same object, In case the use is gradually and cer- 
tainly to be checked, the number of shops is to be 
reduced every year and the restrictions in regard to 
the fixing of such a number of acres to be brought 
under cultivation of the hemp plant and of such a 
number of maunds of the drugs to be imported as 
would suit our purpose under the circumstances, are 
indispensably to be brought into force. In case 
the Government thinks the use is to be prohibited 
except on medical purposes, it is well and good. 


62. Vide my answer to question 59. 


63, I have no objection to the present system of 
a wholesale or retail vend of ganja and bhang or 
preparations of them. 

64, Vide my answer to question 59, 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
or considered in any way before a shop is opened in 
any locality. The number of shops is increased or 
decreased on consultation of contractors, 7.¢., in- 
directly the wishes of consumers are consulted and 
considered. Local public opinion is to be taken 
into account before opening any shop. 





15. Evidence of Cotonen C. T. Lang, Inspector General of Police, Amraoti. 


51. I do not believe that any large proportion of 
criminals are moderate consumers of hemp drugs, 
Nor do I think that moderate use has any connec- 
tion with crime. 


52 and 53. Answering questions 52 and 53 to- 
gether, I would say that I believe the excessive use 
of these drugs does tend to excite a violent disposi- 
tion, which may culminate in temporary homicidal 
mania, 


A prisoner in the Akola Jail, who before con- 
viction for murder had been in the habit of taking 
bhang, was found after conviction to become 
violent— 

Jst—when he surreptitiously got hold of this 
drug ; 


2nd—when, after thus indulging in it, the 
fact was discovered and he was de- 
prived of it. He assaulted the Super- 
intendent when under this excitement. 


54, I have no personal knowledge that this is 
the case. 


55. I have never in my experience heard of a 
case where bhang, charas or ganja was used to 
stupefy for the purpose of robbery ; and I cannot 
say whether complete stupefaction can be produced 
by any of them. 





16. Evidence of Mr, H. A. Hearn, District Superintendent of Police, Wun. 


51. Certainly not. None whatever, 


52, Persons who make and drink ganja, bhang 
and madak to ezcess are, in my opinion, incapable 
of doing any mischief. They are most miserable 
specimens of humanity, those I have seen. 


538. No; not to those accustomed to the use of 
these drugs. No; I have not personally seen any 
case of the sort. 


54. I think not. Criminals committing violent 


crime, dacoities and robberies generally fortify 
themselves with country liquor. This stuff gives 
them Dutch courage, while the drugs soothe them 
only. 


55. Yes; only occasionally such cases are heard 
of ; but those that come before me personally, the 
drug used was always dhatura. 


Yes; certainly complete stupefaction 
induced, 


can be 





17. Evidence of Mn. N. R. CumBertuee, District Superintendent of Police, 
Amraoti. 


5). I should say a fair proportion would be | ing of indifference to consequences arising through 


found, And I would instance Meenas, Bhudducks, 
und others of the Bowri class, inclusive of Sansis 
and Hurbuuahs, many Garorees, most Afghans and 
Purbeahs, coming to Berar as moderate habitual 
consumers, with all the class of Muhatnmadan fakir 
coiners, and very many of the Deccan Musalmans 
also, the want of it being felt when not obtainable 
by all such consumers, And I should consider 
that even a moderate use of these drugs would have 
a demoralizing effect, would conduce to an immoral 
predisposition, pervert the working of the brain into 
unexpected channels, and render also a callous feel- 


any personal action, 

52, I consider it has been shown unmistakably 
that these drugs inflame the passions and operate 
detrimentally on the brains; that they do not of 
necessity cause the same effect in any two persons ; 
and this may be attributable in part to the consti- 
tutional condition of the person affected, as also in 
part to the dose then taken, which would also 
necessitate a consideration of the quantity taken 
within the few hours previous, or the habitual 
usual dose taken once a day or oftener, 


53, Excessive indulgence docs incite to un- 
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premeditated crime, violent and otherwise, It 
causes irritation of the brain and produces an im- 
proper condition, wherein conceptions undoubtedly 
arise which lead to hitherto unpremeditated action. 
Known cowards have been known under such in- 
fluence to commit rash, even bold, acts they had 
never contemplated, much less been guilty of, with- 
out its inflammatory aid, and many a burglary 
and road crime had never occurred but for its in- 
tluence. I have met no such ease personally ; but 
the annals of criminal history in India show 1t does 
lead to temporary homicidal frenzy : witness the 
repeated instances of running amuck, which might 
one and all be authenticated. 


54. Yes; I have met many instances wherein 
these drugs have been used to encourage to the 
commission of burglaries and road crime, especially 
the former. I should say the Afghans (Kurbulla 


Syeds, other Peshinis, Yusuff Zaies, Hussan Zaies , 





. 


ete.), Menas and the Bowri class generally (and it 
has many ramifications) do resort to these drugs 
whenever there is a likelihood of resistance, when 
they will allow nothing to deter them either in the 
commission of the crime or to enable them to 
retreat. Even the commission of murder is looked 
on as nothing when under this influence, 


55, Not to my own knowledge. I have read 
that such has been done, and without admixture 
it might be administered in a chil/um ; but I have 
no personal knowledge. But rather that, in order 
to stupefy a victim, @iminals use the dhatura or 
the root of the jowari invariably. These being so 
much the safer also would be preferable; and the 
effect of both dhatura and the jowari root is iden- 
tical in its proportionate dose. J could point to 
many instances of the latter ; personally to none 
of the former, 





18. Evidence of SuRGEON-MaAsor C. L, Swatnz, Officiating Sanitary Commissioner, 
and Inspector. General of Dispensaries. 


1, From seventeen years’ service in India in 
charge of Native troops, Gvil hospitals, dispen- 
saries and jails, and as Officiating Sanitary Com- 
missioner of this province, 

2. These definitions may be accepted for this 
province, but charas is not known hee, nor is ever 
used, The names used for the products in this 
paper are those in use locally, 

19. Charas is not used in this province, 
ganja is used mixed with tobacco for smoking, 


23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 


28. (2) One and a half drachm of ganja, the 
cost of which is three pie, will last a moderate con- 
sumer about four days. 


but: 


One ounce of bhang, the eost of which is three 
pie, will Jast a moderate consumer about four days. 

(4) Four ounces of ganja, the cost of which is 
two annas, will be consumed by an excessive emok- 
er in one day. 


Four ounces of bhang, the cost. of which is six 
pie, will be used by an excessive consumer in one 
day. 

29, Ganja mixed with tobacco is used by all 
smokers, irrespective of caste, trade or nationality. 
No other ingredients are mixed with ganja. 

Several ingredients are mixed with bhang before 
it is drunk, such as coriander seed, almonds, rose 
Howers, sugar, milk, ete, 

Habitual excessive ganja smokers sometimes mix 
dhatura seed in the smoking mixture. Opium, 
nux-vomica, cantharides, or betel-nut are never 
used either with bhang or ganja in this province. 


Bhang massala is known, and consists of bhang, 
black pepper, cucumber seed, almond, rose fiower, 
sugar, milk, ete. 

30, Ganja is not smoked in solitude, but in com- 
pany. Bhang is also used in company and not in 
solitude. Bhang and ganja are almost entirely used 
by men, except in few cases by prostitutes, but 
never used by children, 

31. The habit of ganja smoking is easily con- 
tracted and never abandoned, except under com- 
pulsion, It is the same with bhang. There is no 
tendency asarule for a moderate to become an 
excessive consumer of ganja or bhang. 


32. It is essential that when fakirs, sadhus, and 
other religious mendicants are assembled fer a 


feast, that before sitting down to their food ganja 
or bhang should be used. There are no other cus- 
toms at which it is essential that these drugs should 
be used that I am aware of. 


36. I do not think that aleohol has been in any 
way substituted for these drugs, 

37. I have no experience of charas smoking. 
By smoking ganja, mtoxieation is at once pro- 
duced, and lasts only for a short time, while in the 
case of bhang it is more gradual and of longer 
duration, 

39. From my own experience among regimental 
sepoys the smoking of ganja is far more in- 
jurious than drinking or eating bhang. The con- 
firmed ganja smoker is always smoking, and will 
hight his chillum whenever he gets a chance of so 
domg, and the cases of sepoys that I will mention 
hereafter were all excessive ganja smokers, 

40, In few cases these drugs are used by native 
doctors in treatment of disease, but in the treat- 
ment of cattle disease only bhang is used. 

41, It is said— 


(2) both ganja and bhang are used to givt 
appetite and promote digestion ; 


(4) ganja and bhang, but more especially 
ganja, are used to give staying-powers 
and alleviate fatigue ; . 


(c) in the Melghat forest and malarial district 
ganja is much used as a preventative 
against malarial fevers ; 


(d) I do not think that ganja or bhang is in 
any other way beneticial to those using 
them, as it is stated to be above. 


42. From my own experience the moderate use 
of these drugs I consider harmless, but cannot say 
that, it is beneficial im any way. 


‘4b, At first after smoking ganja the smoker 
feels happy and light-hearted, which after a short 
interval is followed by intoxication. It does not 
wllay hunger, but aggravates it. It creates an 
appetite. The effect of ganja smoking lasts about 
ten to fiften minutes. After-effects are great lan- 
guor and depression, There is no longing or 
uneasiness if the appetite for smoking ganja or 
drinking bhang is not gratified, 

45. Ido not think that the habitual moderate 
use of these dings produces any noxious effects, 
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physical, mental or moral. It does not impair the 
constitution, injure digestion or cause loss of appe- 
tite. It does not cause dysentery, diarrhea, bron- 
chitis or asthma; nor does it impair the moral 
sense or produce laziness of habit. I have known 
several moderate users of these drugs, and they did 
not appear to me to be any the worse for it, 


Taken in excess it deadens the intellect and _pro- 
duces insanity. In two cases of insane sepoys in 
my late regiment who had to be sent to hinatic 
asylum, one to Nagpur, and the other to Ran- 
goon asylums, the insanity in both eases was en- 
tirely due to excessive use of ganja, In neither of 
the cases was there any predisposing cause of in- 
sanity. Both were violent and inclined to be 
homicidal, and neither of them had suffered pre- 
viously from mental anxiety or brain disease, 
Five other sepoys were discharged from the regi- 
ment as mentally deficient, whose intellects were 
deadened by the excessive use of ganja and bhang, 


46, A habitual excessive user of these drugs, 
im my opinion, is unfitted morally, physically 
and mentally for any employment. Te is a curse 
to himself, and a burden to all those connected with 
him. 


47, None, 
48. The excessive use of these dings is not in 


any way inherited, ‘The offsprings of an exces- 
sive user will not necessarily follow mm the footsteps 
of their parent. 


49. Sometimes these dings are used as an 
aphrodisiac, also by prostitutes. They are not 
more injurious, when used for this propose, than 
as an ordinary narcotic. ‘The use of hemp does 
not produce impotency, 


50. All injurious, but smoking ganja more so 
than bhang, and is lable to produce insanity. 


56. The effect of hemp modilied by the admix- 
ture of other ingredients is— 


(2) taken in moderation, harmless ; 


(4) taken in excess, injurious. Dhatura, nux- 
vomica, cantharides, opium or betel-nut 
never mixed, 

57, Ganja is never caten or drunk in this pro- 
vince, only smoked, Such a thing as charas is not 
known down here, and never used in any way 
whatever, 


In conclusion, moderate use in my opinion 
is neither beneficial nor injurious, but the exces- 
sive use is most harmful in every way, and I cer- 
tainly think that something ought to be done to 
curtail its use, and to make it more of a luxury 
than it is, 





19. Evidence of Surcron-Masor QR. B. Row, Civil Surgeon, Amvraoti. 


1. Enquiries amongst convicts in jail, and ganja 
smokers outside, 

2. Indian hemp is not cultivated in Berar, but 
the definitions and names given apply to the im- 
ported drug, The names given are known and 
used here, 


19, Charas is smoked only. Ganja, though 
used chiefly in smoking, is occasionally chewed and 
eaten by excessive consumers, 

23, No; never. 

23, (a) Ganja up to 5 tolas, costing . 24 annas. 

Charas ,,,, 3 masas, ,, sae 


Bhang ,,,, 5 tolas, _,, | Jone 
(4) Ganja upto 15 tolas,,, Tors ,, 
Charas ,,,, }tola, _,, »? Cea 
Bhang ,, ,, 10 tolas, ,, aiAS fety 


29, (a) Tobacco or tobacco mixed with jagni, 
known as gudakoo, ; 

Bhang is pounded and mixed with sugar and 
water or milk, 

(2) Dhatura, nux-vomica, betel-nut are used, 
as also arsenic and aconite, the object of the ad- 
mixtures being to increase strength of the pre- 
paration. 


Bhang massala is used here, and consists of 
cucumber seeds, almonds, black pepper, rosebuds, 
aniseed, coriander, poppy seeds, sugar, and melon 
seeds : these ingredients are pounded and mixed 
(usually) with milk and water. 

30. Consumption is mostly practised in. com- 
pany ; it is mainly confined te the male sex ; but 
women of low character as well as Sunthins or 
Hindu nuns do use the drug. It is not used by 
children under 12 years of age. 


31. The habit is acquired easily, and is very 
difficult to break off. There is a tendency for the 
moderate to develop into the excessive habit. 


32. Apparently no comnection in this respect. 
36. No. 


37, Charas is stronger than ganja; and the 
intoxicating effect of the former is more quickly 
developed and lasts longer. 

Bhang is much milder than either of the above, 
and its effects are slowly developed. 

39. Smoking is more injurious than the drink- 
ing of bhang. But theeating of ganja is ,more 
injurious than either, 


40, I cannot discover the use of the drug by 
native doctors. But it is said to be used mixed 
with turmeric and butter in the treatment of 
cattle for throat affections, 


41. (a) Ganja and bhang increase appetite and 
assist digestion, 


(6) Ganja gives staying-power, Bhangis given 
to camels and bullocks occasionally when forced 
marches are required of them. 


(c) It (ganja) is also used as a febrifuge with 
good results, 


Used in small quantities as above, the drug may 
be beneficial. 


42, Bhang, if used in moderation, is, I believe, 
harmless ; but the moderate habit tends to develop 
into the excessive. 


44, The drug is refreshing. 
intoxication almost at once, 
does not allay hunger. The effect of smoking 
lasts aboutan hour, The want of the ding pro- 
duces much longing and uneasiness. 


Smoking produces 


It increases appetite ; 


45. Not as a rule, unless long continued in, 
when more or less emaciation occurs, with loss of 
mental power. Increases appetite and assists 
digestion. Is said to cause bronchitis and asthma, 
but not dysentery, It induces laziness, but not 
immorality, It is generally believed to produce 
insanity, 

‘46, Increased laziness results, with 
memory, more emaciation, and a general 
of the system, 


loss of 
break-up 
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47. I believe not. 
48, Not hereditary, 
49 and 50. No, and is not used in this way by 


prostitutes. Impotence sometimes results in the 
vase of excessive smoking, 


56. The admixture of other substances is used 
generally to increase the effect of the drug; 


opium is not used with hemp; I have no khow- 
ledge of the action of the individual ingredients 
when mixed with hemp. 


57. Charas is smoked only. Ganja, when 
eaten, is said to be more injurious than when 
smoked. The result, however, is not so rapidly 
obtained, 





20. Evidence of Surezon-Carrain E. W. Reinty, Civil Surgeon and Super. 
intendent, Central Jail, Akola. 


1. Very little. Only in the jail, when I come 
into contact with men addicted to the use of these 
drugs. 


2. In Berar, I am told, only ganja and bhang 
are to be had. Ganja is made from the flower of 
the plant. Bhang is prepared from the leaves of 
the plant. 


Used 


19. Ganja is only used for smoking, 
thus all over Hindustan. Charas I know nothing 
about, The prisoners know of the compound, and 
say it is highly intoxicant. 


23, Bhang is sometimes smoked when ganja is 
not procurable. Generally it is prepared to be used 
us a drink, 

28, Ganja— 

(2) Twice a day. 
(6) Frequently during day. 
Bhang.— 
(a) Once a day oceasionally. 
(6) Never more than once a day, and then in 
early evening. 

29, Ganja is used for smoking mixed with 

tobacco, 


Bhang massala is prepared by mixing bhang 
with blaek pepper, almonds, ginger, sugar, rose 


leaves, cucumber seed. When it can be afforded, 
this preparation is drunk with milk, 


So far as I can elicit imformation, dhatura, 
opium, nux-vomica and cantharides are not mixed 
with these drugs. 


30. Ganja is generally smoked in company. Its 
use is confined to the male sex. Children do not 
consume any of these drugs. Bhang is also 
usually drunk in company. Both sexes are accus- 
tomed to its use. Children do not consume it. 

31 and 32, No information to be had, 


40. At times. Yes; it is given to cattle. When 
a man wishes to sell his cattle (bullocks) at a bazar, 
he generally gives them a dose of bhang. 


41. (a), (6), (c) Yes. 
(2) As an intoxicant, 


44, Ganja produces intoxication, and it is used 
for this purpose alone. Bhang, on the other hand, 
is refreshing and is an appetizer. The effects last 
from two to three hours, 

45, These questions my informants are unable 
to answer, As I have but little experience of these 


drugs, their uses and effects, I am unable to offer 
any opinion. 


49. No; Iam told that the use of ganja and 
bhang tends to an opposite condition of things. 





21. Evidence of Dr. O. W. 


1, From personal experience of the habits of 
the people who are hemp consumers, and to a long 
residence in different parts of India. 


2, These definitions are applicable for this pro- 
vince except that charas is not known in this dis- 
trict. 





JONES, Civil Surgeon, Basim. 


milk and used as a drink, the better classes beine 
the chief consumers, ei 

30. Ganja is both smoked in solitude and in 
company. Bhang is not used for smoking, but 
is converted i a_drink by rerisatic ; 





19, In this district ganja is used for smoking ; 
charas is not known. 

28, Bhang is never used for smoking. 

28. In this district ganja is the only part of 
the plant that is used for smoking. The aver- 
age allowance and cost per diem being for (a) 


one-fourth of an anna or one tola for two days; (6) 
varies from one to two annas, 


29. With ganja tobacco is also mixed and put 
into the cizl/‘um and so used for smoking. The 
fakirs often mix dhatura leaves and sometimes a 
small quantitity of crude arsenic. The object of 
mixing tobacco i ‘e give a longer smoke, The 
dhatura is usei*. crease the narcotie action of 
the ganja, and ae « io produce increased sexual 
desire, to susia.: |}: -iny fatigues, and to ward off 
malaria. Bias assala is made up of bhang, 
black pepper jp ._. seeds, sugar or sugarcandy, 
dry ginger, ai. : | and chirungee seeds. Bhang 
massala is not ...., but is prepared by consumers, 


chiefly Brahmins, Marwaris, Rajputs, Ratoras 
E Shikhs. This bhang massala is mixed with 


——— 
NT 
——_—_— 





leaves and its maceration in cold spring water. 
It is usually drunk in company. Ganja and 
bhang are chiefly used by the male sex and by 
adults, No, it is not usual for children to consume 
any of these drugs, But there is a confection called 
majum, which is made up of ganja, sugar, ghee, 
and other condiments, This confection is some- 
times given to children ; but chiefly to girls about 
attaining maturity with the object of producing 
intoxication before using such girls for immoral 
purposes, Majum is ‘ister consumed by all 
classes who take part in the Muharram festival, 

31, The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed, for the ganja chillum is always 
made weleome to anybody who joins the part 
of ganja smokers. It is not difficult to break o 
the habit of smoking ganja, as it is not often pro- 
curable in small villages, As arule, no; but in 
some instances moderate smokers gradually be- 
come erie. ve. 


32. J vajum, see No, 380, It is a social 
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custom among the gosains to convert every disciple 
into a ganja smoker, being a formal initiation into 
the religious sect. 

36, As ganja smoking has a tendency to under- 
mine the health, young men of the lower classes 
are carefully eschewing the habit, of smoking 
ganja, The increased consumption of arrack and 
toddy points to ganja smoking being gradually 
superseded. Men who have been in the habit of 
smoking ganja for the last ten years give it as 
their experience that they do not see any steady 
increase in their number of ganja smokers. 


37, Charas is not procurable in this district, 
and hence not used by the people. It is not 
known if there is any difference in ganja and 
charas smoking. There is no difference in the 
narcotic action produced by bhang from ganja 
smoking. 


39, Ganja smoking has a greater tendency to 
affect the health than the using of bhang or bhang 
massala as a drink. Ganja smoking is taken into 
the lungs and speedily produces its narcotic action, 
Bhang and bhang massala being taken as a drink, 
and that often with milk, the dilution weakens 
the narcotic action, and hence has a less tendency 
to affect. the constitution. Excessive ganja smok- 
ers are often the victims of insanity. 


40, No. Not known, 


No information can be 
obtained on the subject. 


41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang are 
beneficial in their effects, as detailed in (a) to (d). 


42, The moderate use is both beneficial and 
harmless. There are men who have been in the 
habit of smoking ganja from adult to old age, and 
have not bodily suffered in any way, but give it as 
their experience that moderate smoking has often 
removed fatigues and stayed the pangs of hunger. 


44. The moderate use of the drug, even on the 
habitual consumer, is refreshing and intoxicating, 
It allays the pangs of hunger and creates appetite. 
The effect of intoxication lasts for an hour. If used 
in moderation there are no after-effects. The want 
of subsequent gratification does not produce a 
longing or uneasiness, 


45, The habitual moderate use of ganja or bhang 


is In no way detrimental to the consumer's ; on the | 


contrary, it is beneficial. I give this as my ex- 
perience, and as the experience of men who are in 


‘ 


the habit of using ganja in moderation for periods 
varying from ten to twelve years, 

46, The excessive habitual use of ganja is highly 
detrimental to the consumer. Physically the 
habitual is rendered weak and emaciated. His 
intellect also becomes weak and clouded, while his 
moral feelings are blunted. The constitution of 
the habitual is highly impaired. He is weak and 
emaciated, with a tendency to develop tubercle in 
his lungs. (ce) Yes. (¢) Causes bronchitis and 
asthma. (e) Yes; induces laziness. (/) No. Pro- 
duces temporary insanity, and is the exciting cause 
of such temporary insamity, Type: like a case of 
acute mania, Temporary ; yes. The chief symp- 
toms are ungovernable fury, great restlessness, 
want of sleep, dilated pupils, refusal of all food, 
talks ramblingly and incoherently ; a busy delirium 
being present. There is also a sense of dread and 
suspicion. Besmears his excreta about his cell 
walls. (g) Not known, 

47 and 48, No. 


49, Ganja does not possess any aphrodisiac 
action on the consumer; but, when mixed with 
a small quantity of crude arsenic, it does produce 
an increased desire for sexual action. (6) No. 
(c) No. (d) No. 

50. Ganja to the excessive habitual consumer 
acts not as an aphrodisiac, but has a marked ten- 
dency to produce impotency, 

56. Hemp in moderation used with tobacco is 
not injurious. In excess, mixed with dhatura or 
opium, it is highly detrimental to the consumer. 

57. Ganja and charas are never eaten or drunk. 

In conclusion, the moderate use of ganja, bhang 
or bhang massala is, in my opinion, highly benefi- 
cial to those who use the drug. It wards off 
fatigue, allays hunger, and produces a certain 
amount of happivess. ‘Those using bhang massala 
benefit by it, as the preparation is taken with milk, 
the nutritive action of the milk being beneficial to 
the consumer. The drug being cheap and speedy 
in its action as a narcotic, does not drain the purse 
of the smoker, and hence does not produce any 
demoralisation so far as the consumer or his family 
are concerned, A moderate smoker is never known 
to be riotous or uncontrollable. He is happy in 
his own way, and is a peaceful citizen. 1 should 
certainly prefer to see the natives of India take 
their moderate dose of hemp in the childum twice a 
day than give up the practice to become consumers 
of arrack or other ardent spirits, 


TE 


22. Evidence of Dr. J. Morrison, Civil Surgeon, Yeotmal. 


1. Very little. 


2, Yes. 
sold here. 


19. No charas sold or used, Ganja used for 
smoking as well as being made into bhang for 
drinking. Bhang is used only by a few people, 
e.g., Pardesis and Marwaris, as a cooling drink in 
summer. 


23. Not so used. 


28. Halfa tola daily of ganja for habitual 
moderate consumers, cost 0-0-3 ; 14 tolas for exces- 
sive consumers, cost 0-0-9. Charas not used, 
Bhang used moderately in summer by a few only. 
Can’t say cost. 


29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja for 
smoking. No bhang massala sold here. 
30, No experience. Mainly confined to the 
male sex. Not usual for children to consume any, 
vol. vii. 


Bhang, ganja, and charas; latter not 


31, Habit easily formed; difficult (when un- 
restrained) to break off. Yes, the tendency is to 
develop into the excessive, 


32, Am not aware of any such custom. 

36, I have no reason for so thinking. 

37. Charas not sold here. Cases of acute mania 
have been attributed to ganja and charas smoking, 
Have not heard of bhang causing such disease. 

39, Smoking ganja and charas is said to be 
more injurious. I, however, have no experience in 
this matter. Two cases of temporary mama have 
come under my notice, said to have been due to 
smoking ganja. 

40. Charas and ganja are prescribed by native 
doctors, 

41. I do not consider that the use of any of 
these may be of use either as a food accessory, to 
give staying-power or as a febrifuge. 

22 
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42, The human economy, I don’t think, requires 
any of these drugs. Cawnadis is prescribed in 
some diseases, ¢g., neuralgia and spasmodic 
asthma, ete. 


44, Pleasing ideas and hallucinations, Has a 
temporary refreshing effect. Bhang is said to 
create appetite, Yes, the want of subsequent gra- 
tification produces uneasiness and longing. 


45. (a) Yes, eventually. 

(2) and (ec) Eventually it does. 

(¢@) Ganja smoking has induced asthma, 
(e) It does eventually. 


(f) It deadens the intellect eventually. It has 
produced insanity. In two cases known to me it 
appeared the exciting cause. These two cases were 
in men who laboured under the opinion that their 
wives were carrying on criminal intimacy with 


_ 


other men. In the above cases I consider the 
connection conclusive. I have no evidence as to 
whether insanity may tend to the use of hemp 
drugs. 

46. I have no experience, but think that the 
excessive use of any of these drugs would even- 
tually tend to insanity. 


47. I can’t say. Does not appear to act inju- 
riously on the offspring. 
48. Have no experience. 


49, Yes; they are said to be so used. Don’t 
know if prostitutes use them. I have not known 
any case of impotence due to their use. 


50. I have no experience. 


56. Don’t know. I have no information of the 
admixture of any of the drugs mentioned. 


57, No experience, 





23. Evidence of Dr. W. J. Monveomery, Civil Surgeon, Buldana. 


1. My information is based on local enquiries 
made by me from persons connected with hemp 
drugs and on personal general experience, 


2, Iam told that hemp is not cultivated in this 
district, and even when allowed the cultivation was 
very limited. Bhang and ganja were the only 
products used. Charas was never used, because it 
was never taken from the plant. These definitions 
may be accepted as regards this province. Bhang 
and ganja are commonly known. 

19. Charas, as stated in paragraph 2, is not 
known in this province. Ganja is used only for 
smoking. 

23. I have not seen or heard of bhang being 
used for smoking. 

30. The ganja smoker does not, as a rule, admit 
that he is addicted to the habit. It is often 
smoked in company, generally in the evenings. In 
fact, ganja smokers form a separate clan and are 
always thick friends, It is mainly confined to the 
male sex andto middle and old age. It is not 
usual for children to consume any of these drugs. 


31, Yes; the habit is easily formed and is diffi- 
cult to break off. There is a tendency in a few 
cases cnly to develop into excess. In such cases 
the individual eats but little, and all his earnings 
are spent on his acquired pernicious habit. 


32. It has been indulged to my knowledge by 
Purdesis during the Holi festival. The bhang is 
mixed with milk and taken, The use of the drug 
in this way on such occasions is not considered 
essential, It is chiefly partaken of owing to the 
sense of merriment ide it produces from its 
stimulant properties. 

In some cases the person who indulges in the 
habit for the first time swears he will never touch 
it again because it has bad effects. 


86. There is no reason to think that alcohol is 
being substituted for any of these drugs. 


37, I have had no exprience as regards charas. 
yanja smoking and bhang drinking are very 
much the same in their effects. 


eee ee eee 
ee 


39. The habitual use of these drugs has a ten- 
dency to weaken the constitution. Habitual ganja 
smokers are generally emaciated and thin weakly 
men; and I have invariably found such men suffer- 
ing from an incurable chronic cough. The cough 
is so characteristic that I have often been able to 
say that this is a ganja smoker, simply from this 
one objective symptom. The muscular tissues and 
fat dry up so to speak, while the veins become full 
and prominent, The lips become thin. It is 
known to have caused temporary insanity, 


41. It is supposed by natives to assist digestion 
and to be beneficial to the health. I have no doubt 
but it does assist digestion in habitual smokers. 


42, Even the moderate use of hemp drugs is 
harmful, The mind becomes affected, and the 
person appears more or less silly. 


44, The immediate effect is a sense of pleasure. 
It is refreshing. It produces intoxication when 
taken to excess. Perhaps it does allay hunger. 
The effects are temporary. There are no bad after- 
effects, except in the case of a tyro, who expresses 
himself as feeling very much relieved when the 
effects wear off. There is always a longing for the 
drug when once the habit is acquired. 

45, Yes ; even the habitual moderate use of these 
drugs affects the physique, mind and morals of 
the consumer. The physique becomes undermined, 
the mind weak, and there is a tendency to immo- 
rality. The man who takes to excess becomes 
literally half mad. 


47. No. 


49, It does not produce a desire for venery, and 
it is not used by prostitutes. I am of opimon it 
does produce impotency. 

57. I attended the case of a recruit in a native 
regiment who indulged in drinking bhang for the 
first time. The effects were described as awful, 
There was great restlessness, Thirst and a sense 
of languor, great heat and pain in the head, with 
a feeling as if the top of the skull was flying off, 
eyes were blood-shot, and the man seemed to regret 
the state he had brought himself to, 
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24. Evidence of 8. Barsnatu, Medical Officer, Mady Hospital, Badnera. 


1, From my boyhood I had frequent opportuni- 
ties to live with persons addicted to the use of hemp 
drugs in one form or the other. My father had 
been doing the work of a contractor, and had a 
number of gang people (from 50 to 500) working 
under him ; hence my experience, 

My experience extends to the provinces of Oudh, 
Central India, Malwa, Punjab, Baluchistan, Berar, 
Southern Mahratta country, Guzerat, Carnatic, 
Kathiawar, and Sind, 


Everywhere the following products of hemp 
drug are used :— 

(1) Bhang, also called, vijaya— 

(a) Bhuti, sabji, majum, a kind of sweetmeat 
prepared by adding juice of bhang. 

(2) Ganja, ganjo, harri tamacco. 

(3) Charas. 

19, Ganja and charas are both used chiefly for 
smoking ; but the former is often used for eating 
also. This practice is common amongst the low 
caste and poor people of Oudh, and Kolees and 
Thakadas of Guzerat, who, while engaged in their 
ordinary avocation, for want of time and necessary 
things for smoking, have recourse to chewing, 
which they call fant, Usually, before smoking, 
ganja is prepared. At first it is saturated with 
water and rubbed well on the palm of one han 
with the thumb of the other, seeds picked out, 
other impurities, including big leaves, being re- 
moved, It is at first pressed by the hands, and 
lastly between the folds of some lmen to remove 
the moisture. When ready, it is put in a chsdlim 
(an earthen thing), covered with fire, each smoker 
taking a few pulls, till the whole is burnt up. 

23. Rarely. Ihave seen some poor labourers 
smoking bhang, not good stuff, but the refuse, 
which is usually thrown away by well-to-do or 
middle class people who drink it. This practice I 
have seen at Ujjain in Malwa, Scindhia’s territory, 
I believe only those persons who cannot afford to 
buy ganja, but who also cannot overcome the long- 
rhgdest eeame, ; 
in place of ganja. 

28, (a) One-fourth to half an ounce ; } to 1 anna, 


(b) Half to 2 ounces or more; | to 4 annas and 
more. 
29. (a) Tobacco is ordinarily used for the pur- 


se of facilitating the burning of ganja, and to | : 4 
ys a =z ; | necessary, an inspection of accounts of English 


remove a little dryness of the throat and tongue 
caused by ganja if smoked alone, 


(b) Dhatura and opium is mixed by habitual 
excessive smokers, whose sense by excessive and 
frequent use of the stuff becomes weakened and 
who are not satisfied by a little intoxication pro- 
duced by the use of ganja only. Dhatura and 
opium adds to the intoxication of ganja. Nux- 
vomica and cantharides are mixed by those classes 
whose sexual power is weakened, and by those who 
take delight in retention of power of seminal dis- 
charge during coitus, or suffering from imbecility. 
Bhang massala consists of dried rose buds, nutmeg, 
aniseed, cocoanut, sugar, milk, pepper, a!mond, 
liquorice roots, cardamoms, and teeda or rapeseed, 
These things are very common, and I think require 
no description. 

30. Drinking of bhang is practised in company 
as well as in solitude ; smoking of ganja generally 
in company and occasionally in solitude ; and the 
use of charas mostly in solitude and rarely in com- 
pany of friends. 


yo). vii. 


Generally it is smoked by the male sex, but 
often by females also (prostitutes and female 
sadhus), They mostly take to it in adult life, and 
very rarely it is given to chidren, excepting in 
cases of sickness, such as sore-eyes, when it is 
given to allay pain and excite appetite. Bhang is 
used for this purpose. 

31, Not unless it is practised for some time, viz., 
a month or two, without interruption. The longer 
the period of indulgence, the harder it is to break 
off. Yes; in all there is a tendency to develop 
into the excessive from a moderate commencement, 


32. During the festivals of Holi and Maha 
Shivaratri one or the other form of hemp drug is 
always used: more by those who are in the habit 
of smoking or drinking, and in lesser quantity by 
those who use occasionally. 

Holi is a Hindu holiday, during which people 
make use of obscene language, and do all that a 
man with ordinary sense will always be backward 
todo. To drive out this feeling of modesty, people 
have recourse to intoxication, and as all the pre- 
parations of hemp are noted to possess this property 
the drug is used. Likewise Maha Shivaratri is 
supposed to be the day of Shiva, and as this god ex- 
cessively used this drug, so his followers, Smar- 
thas indulge in the same. 


Also during marriage ceremonies and other great 
festivals and ceremonies this drug is used by those 
who delight in being in an intoxicated state and 
eat more food. 

36. Indians to a great extent believe in the state 
of intoxication. Aleoholic intoxication is supposed 
to be more harmful (perhaps on account of its 


| ordour) than narcotics, Therefore Sudras take liquor 


{ 


and higher caste people (who are not allowed by their 
religion to drink liquor) take bhang. But as 
liquor is expensive in comparison to bhang, and 
bhang (if well prepared) more expensive than ganja, 
so lower caste people take ganja, which is the 
least: expensive, easily enjoyed, readily obtained, 
and made ready for us war, 

alcohol, bhang and ganja. High caste people 
generally use bhang, rarely ganja, and stil] more 
rarely liquor, Latterly, on account of English 


| education and society, some of the high caste gentle- 


men who with impunity could take bhang have 
substituted it by alcoholic drinks. To prove this is 
rather hard and risky. However, if it is essentially 


wine shopkeepers will prove without a shadow of 
doubt that the community whose forefathers could 
use openly preparations of hemp now use liquor, 
which is an open secret. 


37, Effects of hemp drugs :— 


If taken with its massala 


Bhang comes first. 
Often it acts beneficially in 


it is Jess injurious, 
fatigue and sickness, 


Charas comes second (because high caste people 
are not allowed to smoke) in degree, and tirst among 
smoking classes. It is less harmful than ganja, 
which comes last. Charas is less violent in its 
action, seldom excites cough and lung affections, 
whereas ganja invariably produces bad effests, 


39. Smoking is more harmful than drinking. 
By smoking, the nervous system is first affected, 
then respiratory. In drinking its effect is mode- 
rated. Smoking makes a man violent, boisterous 
irritable, quarrelsome, and is apt to make a man 
sooner insane than drinking of bhang, which makes 
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a man calm, considerate, less apt to mischeif, and 
lazy. 


40, By native vaidyas it is given on account of 
its narcotic effect in bronchitis, asthma, dyspepsia, 
loss of appetite, vomiting, insomnia, and colic. 
Externally for fomenting painful parts. 


In cattle diseases it is given in colic, retention 
of urine, and when ruminating power is weakened, 

41. (a2) Yes; bhang particulary. 

(5) and (c) Yes, 

(2) Moderate use does good in commencing 
impotency. 

42. Because it is next to impossible to stick to 
the moderate use, and as the same dose every day 
does not answer, requires the drug to be increased 
(without which its effect is x7) ; and as increased 
dose leads to a habit, and as the habit of any kind 
of intoxication is undesirable, so I consider the 


moderate use of this drug more harmful than 
harmless, 


44, (a2) It is refreshing. It acts upon the 
various organs, such as lower bowels, bladder, 
stomach, etc., and excites their function. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes, a little; it depends upon the quan- 
tity used. 

(@) It excites hunger at first, but allays after- 
wards, and often causes craving. 


(e) Yes, 


(7) From two to three hours, and often up to 
five, 


(g) Heaviness about the head, aching of body, 
indigestion in novice, and general malaise, 


(2) Yes; its absence produces longing, and often 
uneasiness. 


45 and 46. The habitual moderate use of bhang, 
ganja and charas at first gives a great appetite, 
and any kind of food is eaten with relish and 
delight. 
proves, the person gains weight and stands any 
kind of exertion, The muscles become more develop- 
ed, and he finds general improvement of the whole 
system, This state of things remain for about a 
year or two. Afterwards the person finds that 
any large dose has no effect, and he longs for more 
intoxication, to obtain which he has recourse at 
first to increased doses; then addition of opium, 
dhatura, ete, Eventually the system becomes so 
deadened to the effects of these drugs, that ever so 


much moderate dose produces no desired effect, and | 


gradually the whole system begins to suffer; at, 
first the digestion is impaired; next the respira- 
tory and nervous tracts become affected. Dysen- 


tery, bronchitis, rheumatism, loss of memory, | 


epistaxis, softening of brain, ete., set in, and the 
person becomes so sick that he finds his life a 
burden, more because no medicines which cure or- 
dinarily such ailments do him any good. 


These drugs in the beginning excite unusually 
great sexual desire; but after the lapse of some 
time, either on account of excessive sexual inter- 
course or on account of paralysing effects of the 
drug, the undue sexual desire becomes a matter of 
anxiety on the part of the person, who finds him- 
self much below the mark, and tries to regain it by 
increasing the dose and adding opium, dhatura, 
cantharides, ete., which for the time being gives 
some satisfaction, but ends in total impotency. 


I have seen in the lunatic asylums at Poona and 
Ahmedabad (Guzerat) that about 75 per cent. of 
the lunatics were, before their comme into the 
asylum and before becoming a subject fit for that 


Thus the physical state of body im- | 


| cause of insanity, according to my oponion, 


place, ganja and charas smokers, mostly the former. 
Ganja is the thing which excites insanity, because 
it acts directly on the nervine centre, and a man 
who is otherwise sober becomes irritable and ex- 
citable by its intoxication. Its effect is more acute 
and prompt in persons of weakened intellect and 
who abuse moral power than those who observe 
moderation. 


Bhang seldom acts as an exciting cause of in- 
sanity. It does not act at the commencement on 
the brain, but it does on the digestive organs first, 
and gradually the imtoxcation travels on to the 
brain. I have seen some good songsters and 
athletes who, without using either ganja or bhang, 
could do nothing ; but when once having enjoyed 
their favourite drug, they find their intellect and 
muscles respectively sharpened and could do the 
best of performance. 


Usually a martyr of bhang, without it, has got 
his power of thinking or inclination of doing any 
other thing, a zero; but with the doses of bhang 
his intellect increases, This state of things remains 
for such time as the moderate use of the stuff could 
be borne. But when it reaches to the extreme, 
then either the overdose of the drug or the total 
want of it drives the man out of his senses, and he 
thus becomes a lunatic. When once in the asylum, 
the total abstinence from the drug, aided by the 
curative power of nature, exercised by rigid re- 
straint, brings the man round, But a repetition of 
the same without much time or drug brings the 
man again to his former state, and thus the lunacy 
returns, 


From the above it could be perceived that ganja 
is usually exciting and the bhang a beau 

he 
insanity produced by the effects of ganja is gener- 
ally of a violent character and rarely a mild one. 
Amongst most of the murderers about 90 per cent. 
will be found to be ganja smokers. 


The insanity of bhang is usually of mild tyne 
and temporary, Persons so affected have got some 
imaginary object in view ; for example, some expects 
to find treasure; some thinks he is made of glass ; 
some expects his friend, &c., and is very rarely of 
a violent character. 


Insanity produced by both these drugs is of a 
temporary kind ; but, if once cured, is apt to return 
if the same drug is indulged again, 


Persons who generally use these drugs to an 
excess are mostly sadhus, jogis and bairagis. 
They having abandoned the world, are content 
amongst the society of their own. They neither 
speak much or interfere with other people. As 
this is alsoa kind of insanity, I consider the exces- 
sive use of the drug, though producing madness, 
its variety varies and the madness of the sadhus, 
jogis, etc., is one of them, 


47, Children born of parents who are in the 
habit of excessive use of any of these drugs are 
mostly idiots and fools, often lunatics, But I have 
“a many such persons who have got no issue at 
all, 


49. Often the moderate use of these drugs is 
practised as aphrodisiac, generally amongst prosti- 
tutes and whoremongers. Its effect is injurious, 
inasmuch as it tends to produce laziness, and thus 
cause persons to get more money by least trouble ; 
consequently robbery, etc., is increased, Also it 
tends to prevent propagation on account of its pro- 
perty of checking the free formation of semen and 
drying up the blood from which the semen is 
formed, It is always the case that the persong 
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using these drugs are very thin, their blood, as it | frequency of sexual desire, and by some to allay 
were, burnt up. their sickness, such as asthma, bronchitis, etc. 
50. Please see my answer to questions 45, 46, When it is given to others, it is for the purpose of 


and 49. robbing. 


56, Effects of hemp in moderation is modified by 57. I do not know if charas is ever eaten; but 
the admixture of tobacco and occasionally by betel- | S42J@ 18 occasionally taken instead of bhang when 
nut. These admixtures produce a kind of soothing | }¢ is not at band. 

effect in nerves and on the organs of respiration, In conclusion, all the preparations of hemp are 
which by the use of hemp alone are usually affected | injurious, taken in any form and in any quan- 
by afeeling of dryness in the throat and causing | tity ; and I am of opinion that the cultivation of 
irritability of the nerve centre, Admixture of | this drug, if stopped (excepting for medicinal 
dhatura, opium and cantharides are added (by | purposes), will prevent many people’s ruin, crimes 
those who use personally ) to increase the state of | will be lessened, and the population of lunatic 
intoxication, especially to prolong the time and | asylums will be very soon diminished. 


25. Evidence of Dr. 8. G. Sretnnorr, Medical Officer in charge, Charitable Dis- 
pensary, Khangaon. 


1, Twenty-three years’ medical practice among 
the people of this town and a knowledge of wative 
habits and customs. 


the bazar and used with the addition of bhang, 
kesar, kasturi, jaifal, jaipatri, pishta, elachi and 
sugar and water as a cooling drink in the hot 
weather by Marwaris, chiefly of the well-to-do 
classes, 

30, Charas is not used at all. 

Ganja smokers about 1 per cent, 

Bhang drinkers ,, 2 ,, 

dent tds; hammadans—scarcely who 










2, Bhang here is the leaves of only the female 
plant, the male plant is plucked ont when young 
and thrown away. Charas here is not collected, 
nor imported, nor sold in the bazar. The flowering 
tops when separated from the rest of the plant is 

ia. The flower tops and Jeaves are cut_off 











in onecommon stock and are arranged in flat 
sheaves about a foot-and-a-half in length and nine 
inches in breadth ; and in this form reach the 
contractor’s shop where the flower tops are sepa- 
rated from the leaves, and each sold separately. | when prepared by the male members of their 
The stocks are used in the ganja shop for hghting. | ga1j] bean t chernetidcteclmbavate Minar Pale 

fires. These definitions may be accepted. Chazras, 


ganja, bhang. 31. The habit is easily formed and not so diffi- 


va. : cult to break off as that of opium and alcohol. 
19. Charas is not used here. Ganja 1s chiefly | There is a tendency for the moderate habit to 
smoked, sometimes eaten like betel and drunk develop into the excessive. 
like bhang. 32, At the festivals of the Holi, Sarawan, 
Devali, Akateez and Shivaratri, it is customary 
among the Marwaris to partake more freely of 
the bhang sherbet, but it is not essential. It is 
generally temperate and is not likely to lead to the 
T1: ; mers, (Charas ; formation of the habit nor prove injurious. At 
is ite er hede crluble Va marriage feasts and on the occasions of the birth 
: 


of sons bhang sherbet is dispensed to guests by the 
Marwaris as a class, 





prefer opium and its preparations, It is mainly 
confined to male adults. Women and children do 
not usually consume these drugs, but women occa- 
sionally sip the bhang sherbet described above 


| 


23. Bhang is usually drunk and not smoked, 
but it is sometimes smoked, (when the dearer 


ganjais not available to the poorer classes) to a 
anal extent. 


Ganja 4 chattack . 2 annas. 


Bhang 4 do. ures. iltay 36. Alcohol is not being substituted for hemp 
(0) Habitual excessive consumers— drugs ; it is dearer, and besides the Hindu, who is 
Ganja 2 chattacks . 8 annas. almost the eater SCHEDRIS : hemp ran has 
p ; an aversion to alcohol, and a preference for hemp, 
1 pe o a rete. which is tolerated by his religion, 
SB elds J ad ; ; 87, I have no experience of charas ; but as it is 
(a) Ordinarily ganja is mixed with tobacco half | the active principle of the hemp plant, it is more 
and half and smoked by all classes addicted to its powerful than ganja and bhang. The effects of 
use, (2) Exceptionally by few sadhus and fakirs, ganja smoking are more immediate and less pro- 
dhatura, opium, nux-yomica and aconite are mixed | [onoed than those of bhang drinking; intoxi- 
in order to pe Spar pe i oom ak cation is the result of both. , 
f cantharides and betel-nut being used, yerte: 
Without the tobheco no smoke will be produced. 39, They are all equally injurious to the general 
Tobacco therefore is indispensable in ganja smoking. health of the consumers, and the habitual exces- 
a ite sive use of any of them has a tendency to produce 
Bhang is ordinarily mixed with black pepper | insanity. The body becomes emaciated, strength 
and cold water and drunk for its intoxicating | reduced, appearance prematurely aged. The mind 
effects, It is also mixed with bhang massala and | dull and inactive, a loss of energy and disinclina- 
taken as a cooling stimulating drink rather than as | tion for usual duties, 
an intoxicant. But large draughts of this 40, Ganja is prescribed for dysentery by both 
mixture are intoxicating. Hindu and Muhammadan Ra doctors in com- 
sala, consisting of kasni, kulpha, | bination with opium and jagri. Ganja is some- 
en mesons qatarie LABIA bij, dhannia, times ieearitad for painful internal affections of 


gulab-ka kali, mulati, kali-mirchi, wala, is sold in | cattle, Bhang is often given to bullocks for the 
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sake of its supposed staying-power, before and 
after a long journey, 


41. It is not beneficial under the lst, 2nd and 





not used here either as a febrifuge or preventive of 
disease. 


42, The use of any of these drugs is not harm- 
less, as witness the worn-out, listless appearance of 
consumers, the wasted form and want of sufficient 
energy to carry out the ordinary duties of life, and 
defective will power. 

44, In the moderate habitual consumer ganja 
and bhang are refreshing at first, then intoxicat- 
ing to some extent. No appetite is created. 
The effect lasts for about an hour or two. The 
want of subsequent gratification does produce 
longing and uneasiness. It does allay hunger. 


45, Charas is not used here. 


morals, The constitution gets soon broken down. 
Digestion and appetite are impaired. Chronic 
bronchitis is caused by ganja smoking, I have 
not seen dysentery or asthma result from ganja 
or bhang. To some extent the moral sense is 
The intellect is deadened, but insanity is not 
produced usually. The disposition of the consumer 
is changed. He is irritable and fretful, readily 
gets into a passion, and is quick to resent an offence, 
imaginary or real, A temporary fit of acute mania 
may occur resulting from a single excessive 
indulgence of the drug (ganja or bhang) as the 
exciting cause ; but he quickly recovers. 

46. Physical mental and moral degeneration is 
intensified, and insanity is a frequent conse- 
quence, The insanity takes the form of acute 
mania with a homicidal tendency and terminating 
in permanent dementia, 





Ganja and bhang | 


do produce noxious effects on body, mind and | Very 









47. No, the habit is not hereditary, nor are the 
children of the moderate consumers affected in any 
way. 


; his case also there appears to be no 
hereditary habit, but the children are weakly in 
mind and body. 


49, Charas is not used here. Ganja and bhang 
are sometimes used with this intention, but the 
result is disappointing. It is not so used by 
prostitutes. The use of these two drugs when 
used for their supposed aphrodisiac power is not 
more injurious than their use as an ordinary 
narcotic. The use of hemp does tend to produce 
impotence. The sadhus, who are inveterate hemp 
consumers, are more or less all impotent. 


50. The excessive consumers of ganja and bhang 
never think of using them as aphrodisiacs. They 
soon come to find that they are impo- 
tent. 


56, The admixture of tobacco and the condi- 
ments mentioned in paragraph 29 do not seem to 
modify the effects of hemp ; but the admixture of 
such powerful drugs as dhatura, opium, nux- 


of hemp, and render the mixture a most dangerous 
one to use, and indeed fatal cases have occurred 
where this compound had been ignorantly self- 
administered under the impression of its being a 
powerful tonie and vitalizer. 


57, Charas is not used here. Ganja is drunk 
mixed with black pepper and water in place of the 
leaves of the hemp (bhang) by those who desire a 
more powerful narcotic. Such consumers are more 
liable to become insane than the excessive bhang 


' drinkers, 





26. Evidence of Mr. Dincer NaRaveEn, District Superintendent of Vaccination, 
Buldana. 


1. My information in connection with hemp 
drug is based onthe physical condition of such 
persons as have been in the habit of either drinking 
bhang or smoking ganja for the past twenty years, 
since which time I have known them, 

2. There is only one variety of ganja, namely flat, 
which is used in the province. Flat ganja is prepared 
by being trodden under foot when it is fresh. 
Round ganja is not prepared in the province, nor is 
charas known to the people, who therefore do not 
import them. Hence no information regarding the 
round ganja and charas is given in any of the 
answers below. The definition ‘flat ganja’ is 
accepted in the province, and the term is locally 
known, 


19, Ganja is used generally for smoking, and it 
is used everywhere in the province. It is some- 
times used in eatables, either sweet or salt, on festi- 
vities and on fasting days. 


23, Bhang is never used in smoking. 


28. The habitual moderate consumers require 
one tola of ganja for smoking every day, and if 
they use bhang instead of ganja, they require a 
quarter tola of it. The habitual excessive con- 
sumers require three tolas of ganja or one tola of 
bhang for smoking or drinking per day. The cost 
of the drug in the case of moderate consumers is 
half anna, and in the case of excessive consumers it 
is one-and-a-half anna per day. The cost of the 
bhang is very trifling—a pie or two the most. 


i 


| 
| 


29, (a) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for smoking. 

(2) Persons who have better means exceptionally 
mix cloves, saffron, powdered sandal, nutmeg. In 
the case of bairagis and fakirs, who have given 
up the enjoyments of the world, and who pass 
life in solitude, dhatura, opium, nux-vomica, 
cantharides or betel-nut are mixed with the ganja to 
increase intoxication. Bad characters use the above 
drugs with ganja or bhang to cheat people, on 
whom they administer the preparation. 

Bhang massala is not sold as a speciality in the 
province, It is, however obtainable in shops, Its 
ingredients are pepper, aniseed, dried rose buds, cu- 


| cumber seeds, kachani, almond seeds, cardamoms, 


saffron, nutmeg, sugar and milk, These are used 
by those whose means are better. In the case of 
the poor only the pepper is used in bhang. 


30. The consumption of these drugs is practised 
partly in solitude and mostly in company, but 
it is very limited. The drug is mainly used by male 
sex, and in a few cases it is used by very low pros- 
titutes. It is, however, never used by children. 

31. The habit of consuming the drug is easily 
formed, and it is difficult to give it up. There is a 
tendency in the case of a moderate habit to develop 
into excessive use, 

32, In lower classes young persons sometimes 
use it in food on marriage feasts with a view to 
make their relatives insensible for a time, In 
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pleasure parties of the Holi holidays it is used by 
some. In both these cases it is used socially. On 
the Shivaratri fasting day, which is observed 
amongst the Hindus in honour of Shiva, one of the 
trinity gods, who is said to be very fond of the 
drug, it 1s used religiously amongst many classes of 
Hindus. However, the use of the drug is not re- 
garded as essential, since it is strictly prohibited by 
the Vedas (books on religion), The consumption 
of the drug on such occasions is very moderate. 
Such a rare use of the drug does not lead to the 
formation of a habit, nor is it injurious, except that 
it brings on temporary insensibility. 

36. That alcohol is now being substituted to a 
certain extent: for the drug is highly improbable. 

37. The effects of ganja and bhang are different, 
Ganja smoking produces intoxication very soon, It 
lasts for a few hours, and the consumer feels more 
heat, while drinking bhang brings on intoxication 
gradually, and it lasts for hours together, and the 
consumer does not: feel much heat. 


89. Smoking ganja of any preparation is more 
injurious than drinking bhang or eating the same, 
because smoking acts directly onthe lungs and 
partly on the liver. It burns vitality of brains, 
brings on asthma sooner or later, and shortens life. 
Instances of insanity brought on by the consump- 
tion of the drug are hardly found, 

40. I am not aware that any school of native 
doctors has prescribed the drug on account of its 
medicinal properties; but it is undoubtedly very 
useful in the treatment of cattle diseases. 

41, The moderate use of ganja or bhang is occa- 
sionally beneficial in its effects, 

(a) It is accessory and digestive. 

(4) It gives staying-power"under severe exertion 

or exposure and alleviates fatigue. 

(c) Itis a preventive of diseases in malarious 

tracts. 

(d) It mitigates anxieties and cares, provided it 

is consumed occasionally. 


42. On the whole it is not beneficial, nor is the 
moderate use of it quite harmless. Because for a 
time, when one begins to consume it, it proves 
beneficial, but when he is used to it he has no 
effect of it, and ultimately it brings on asthma, 
bronchitis, and Joss of appetite, 

44, The immediate effect of the drug in moder- 
ate dose on the habitual consumer is that it keeps 
him in good humour. It is refreshing. It pro- 
duces some intoxication. It allays hunger and 
creates appetite. The effect lasts for three hours. 
When the consumer is free of its influence, he feels 


depressed and dull; he is unable to do any work. 


Want of subsequent gratification produces un- 
easiness, 


45. The habitual moderate use of the dru 
produces after some years noxious effects, both 
physical and moral, but not mental. It impairs 
the constitution of the consumer, injures the diges- 
tion, causes loss of appetite. It causes dysen- 
tery, bronchitis or asthma, It impairs moral 
sense, induces laziness and habits of immorality 
and debauchery when the consumer is in the prime 
of his life. It deadens the intellect, but does not 
produce insanity, 


46. It does no good to habitual excessive 
consumers, but it shortens his life on the contrary, 


47. The habitual moderate use of the drug is 
not hereditary, nor can it affect the children of the 
consumer, 


48. In the ease of excessive consumer of the 
drug the maladies of the consumer are said to come 
to his children. 


49, The moderate use of the drug is practised as 
an aphrodisiac, It is also used by some prostitutes. 
The use of the drug for this purpose is more 
injurious than its use ag an ordinary narcotic, 
because it has a serious effect upon the generative 
system. His passion is only satisfied by further 
recourse to stronger doses, and in a short time the 
person is subjected to consumption. Its use in 
some instances tends to produce impotence, 


50, Those who use the drug to excess easily fall 
victims even to common diseases, 


56. The effects of the drug used (a) in modera- 
tion, modified by the admixture of other substances, 
produces more intoxication than that used without 
admixture; and (6) when it is used to excess it 
makes the consumer quite senseless. 


When dhatura, nux-vomica, cantharides, opium, 
or betel-nut are mixed with the drug and used,they 
bring on insensibility to the persons on whom the 
drug is administered. People who live by unfair 
means use such drugs to cheat other persons. 


57. When ganja is eaten instead of smoked it 
produces more heat and intoxication, which lasts 
longer. 


In conclusion, the use of the drugs is condemned 
by every class of the people, and it is strictly pro- 
hibited by religion. That they are injurious and 
destructive of human life does not require other 
evidence than the present great mortality in the 
province, in which the consumers of the drugs are 
the first to fall victims, 





27. Evidence of M. Doogcian Piutay, Ist Class Hospital Assistant, in medical 
charge, Akola Dispensary. 


1. From information I gathered from smokers 
and drinkers of both ganja and bhang, and from 
other reliable sources, and also from my own ex- 
perience as a medical man, I have framed my 
answers. 


2, Yes, charas is very little used, or I may say is 
very seldom used in this province, but ganja and 
bhang are very commonly used. They are locally 


. 


khown as ganja and bhang respectively. 

19, So far as I know, ganja is used generally for 
smoking, but it is also used mixed with other in- 
gredients for making lahum or majum for intoxi- 


cating and immoral purposes, and is prevalent more 
or less throughout Berar. 


23, Yes; it is somewhat used as smoking, but 
generally it is drunk prepared with bhang massala, 
It is used by mendicants, such as fakirs, gosais, 
sadhus, bairagis, and also by poor classes of lower 
immoral section of the community to a great 
extent ; but it is also used among respectable 
classes on certain days of the year for sake of 
juxury. 


28, (a) About four or five masas, costing 3 pies 
per diem, 


B14 


(2) About 20 masas, costing ] anna and 8 pies. 


29, (a) Ordinarily for smoking a little tobacco is 
added, and for eating it is prepared in the form of 
sweets for aphrodisiac purposes and luxury, 

(4) Exceptionally it is mixed with opium, 
dhatura, nux-vomica, for unusual intoxication. 

Bhang is ordinarily prepared with sugar and 
milk for drinking purposes, and it is also prepared 
for drinking with bhang massala, The’ object of 
these admixtures is ordinarily for pleasures, and 
exceptionally it is used to nerve men for some deed 
of violence, and sometime also for poisoning. Yes, 
I know the ingredients, and I give them below. 


Bhang massala, 








Bhang or subji. 


Kali miri ‘ . Black pepper. 
Goolab-ki kali. - Rose bud. 
Kura-kakdi-ka bin} . Cucumber seed. 
Badam . : . Almond, 
Dhania , . Coriander seeds. 
Kaskas , . Poppy seeds, 
Taichi. : . Cardamom. 
Mulatti . ; « Liquorice, 
Kaisar ° . Saffron. 

Sugar, 

Milk. 


30. In my opinion it is practised equally in soli- 
tude and in company. It is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to the period of early manhood. It 
is never used by respectable women. Certainly, it 
is not usual for children to consume any of these 
drugs. 


31, Yes, the habit is easily formed. It is some- 
what difficult when the habit is thoroughly formed 
to give it up, but it is not attended with any 
danger. There is a decided tendency for the 
moderate habit to develop into excessive, 


32, So far as I know, and from the information 
I gathered, there are no social or religious customs 
in connection with which the use of these drugs is 
considered so essential. 


36. Yes, to a certain extent it is attributable to 
a better financial state ; when the smokers become 
somewhat better off in pecuniary circumstances, 
then they give up smoking, and take to alcohol as 
a fashionable drink in substitution of ganja, I am 
not abie to offer any proof, but I speak from my 
personal knowledge. 

37. The effect of charas differs, so far as I know, 
from ganja that the former immediately stupefies 
the smoker quicker than the Jatter, and the effects 
of drinking bhang are more lasting and injurious 
than smoking ganja. 


39. In my opinion and from the informations I 
gathered the drinking or eating of any form of plant 
is more injurious than smoking, and my reasons 
are to the testimony of users of the drugs whom I 
know. 


_ 40. Tothe best of my knowledge and belief, 
these drugs are rarely prescribed by native doctors 
for cattle diseases, 

41, (2) No, not permanently. 

(4) Yes, temporarily, 

(c) Yes, in some malarious districts to foreigners 
temporarily visiting such districts, but not to the 
‘permanent inhabitants. 

(2) Not that IT am aware of. 

42. No; I cannot consider even the moderate 
use to be harmless, because even the moderate use 
of the drugs for aphrodisiac purposes, and also the 






moderate use of the drugs has a decided tendency 
to develop into the excessive use, 


44, (2) The immediate effect of the moderate 
use of the drugs is simply to allay the pain, cramp- 
ing, and other accompaniments of the nervous reac- 
tion which follows the previous indulgence, 


(8) Only so far as above. 

(c) Yes. 

(@) It does, 

(e) Yes, false appetite. 

(7) About two or three hours. 


(9) The after-effects are prostration, vertigo, ete, 
(A) Yes, as above. 


















iD, (a) Yes, i 
(2) It does. 

(c) Yes, to a certain extent, 
(d) Yes, the excessive use. 


(e) It does most decidedly, 

(7) It does. In my opinion it is very exciting, 
and it has been ea to be without predisposing 
cause of insanity. It does produce insanity, but of 
a mild type, and is of a temporary nature, Yes; 
it is reinduceable after liberation of restraint by use 
of the same drug. Rarely, Yes; those who 
possess no history of ganja smoking confess to 
the use of it. 

(g) From information in my possession, I 
am of opinion that persons suffermg from mental 
anxiety or brain disease, who obtain relief in 
explaining their connections or considering them- 
selves as relief from insanity, under which they 
may have laboured, and persons deficient in self- 
control do indulge in the use of hemp as improv- 
ing measure. 


In my capacity as a medical man, I fell in 
several places where persons who after being 
cured of temporary insanity have confessed of 
their having found relief in their reverting to 
the use of hemp, but I am unable to quote any 
particular case, as it is now a protracted period 
since I became acquainted with the foregoing facts. 

46. It does produce noxious effects, physical, 
mental and moral. It does destroy constitution, 
It does destroy digestion. It does cause dysen- 
tery, bronchitis and asthma. It paralyses moral 
sense, and induces to laziness, theft, cheating, and 
general debauchery. 

47 and 48. I doubt very much as to its being 
hereditary, 

49, Yes; very widely, I cannot say whether 
it is used by prostitutes, Yes; the use for this 
purpose is more injurious than is used as an ordi- 
nary narcotic, because it stimulates unnatural 
passion, the indulgence of which produces the addi- 
tional drain of excessive seminal loss in addition 
to the nervous reaction following its use as an ordi- 
nary narcotic. Yes; it tends to produce impo- 
tence, 

50. The result as above, but corresponding 
worst, 


56. The effect of hemp is modified according 
to the substance mixed with it, for, e., tobacco 
mixed with ganja would lessen the effect, whereas 
dhatura, nux-vomica, and opium mixed with ganja 
would naturally increase the effect, as personal 
consumption they take it for excessive imtoxica- 
tion, but for administration to others to produce 
stupefaction for the purpose of robbery, ete. 

57. Ganja in the shape of majum with other 


ingredients is used for eating. Charas probably 
is not known in this province, 


oes to a certain extent, 
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In conclusion, I beg to lay before the Commis- 
sion the opinion of very eminent authers tran- 
seribed separately and hereto attached,* and under 
which I have added my own opinion as to the 
injury both to body and mind by the use of 
hemp. . 

From the experience which I had, and from the 


* Not received by the Comuission. 





information I have gathered, as well as different 
authors whom I have closely read, I may safely 
say that the use of the drug herein discussed is 
certainly very harmful, ¢e9., ganja eventually 
makes a smoker stammer and impotent, and bhang, 
which is considered to be of a cooling property, 
gives false appetite and eventually impairs diges- 
tion and exhausts constitution, 





28. Evidence of M. Poonampatam Moope.iar, First Class Hospital Assistant, 
Shegoon. 


1. During my long service of twenty-five years, 
Ihave had several opportunities of seeing cases 
poisoned by hemp, and from my long experience, I 
give the information asked for, 


2. The names given by Dr. Prain to the hemp 
plant, rtz., ganja, charas and bhang, are the same 
as we call them. 


. > 3° 8 x 

is very rarely used, It is mostly consumed, but its 
use by the people has different effects and actions 
when it is used differently. In this country it is 
used also in a very small proportion as medicines, 
wholly among the lower classes of people, and very 
rarely by the educated people : those who have very 
little contact with the doctors, to apply as a paste 
by mixing it to headache, etc., in order to stupefy 
the painful surface. 

23. Bhang is very seldom used, if at all used, by 
lower class of people for drinking only. 

28. (a) A tola, cost half an anna, 

(6) Four tolas, cost two annas, 


29, They add only tobaceo to increase narcotic 
properties. I am not aware that any of the drugs 
shown are used for smoking. I have not heard nor 
been told that bhang massala is sold in the bazar ; 
but the consumers prepare by adding the following 
ingredients, viz :—sugar, coriander, black pepper, 
milk, cardamom, aniseed, rose buds, and almonds, 

30. That the consumption of these three drugs 
is more excessively used in company than in soli- 
tude, The habit is mainly confined to the male 
sex, and they give to the children in the form of 
majum when they choose to give them. 


31. The habit of these drugs is easily formed. 
It is not difficult to break off. ‘There is every ten- 
dency for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

32. There is no custom, either social or religious, 
- to consume these drugs. It is generally excessive, 
and is likely to lead to formation of habit and in- 
jurious. 

36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is being substituted to a certain extent for any of 
these drugs. 

37. The effect of charas smoking is stronger 
than ganja smoking, and that bhang drinking, al- 
though milder than the above, keeps its narcotic 
properties for a longer time. 

39. The smoking of hemp plant is not im any 
way aless injurious form of consumption than 
drinking or eating the seme, It produces dryness 
of the mouth, thirst, cough, and weakens the con- 
stitution. 










40, It is very scarcely used. 


41. The moderate use of bhang, charas and 
ganja is in no way beneficial, 


(a2) Not at all. 


(4) Yes; it gives staying-power under severe 
exertion and to alleviate fatigue. 


c) Never prevents in} malarious unhealthy 





tracts, 
(d) No. 


42, Even moderate use of these drugs is injur- 
ious, because it produces laziness, weakens the 
constitution, and acts on the generative system, 
and makes the man at last impotent. 


44. It acts immediately when smoked as a sti- 
muiant and narcotic. Itis not refreshing and 
produces intoxication, It does not allay hunger 
and create appetite. The effect lasts about four 
hours in smoking. In drinking and eating, the 
action lasts for about twelve hours. It brings on 
subsequent gratification and longing. 

45.(@) Even moderate use of these drugs pro- 
duces noxious effects on mental, m: ~.i and physical 
powers, 

(t) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d@) Produces bronchitis. 

(e) It induces laziness, 


46, It makes the man, when habitually and ex- 
cessively smoked, very weak, deadens intellect, pro- 
duces weakness, and shortens life, 


47, No. 


48, The habitual excessive use makes a man 
poor, who never attends work, and loses whatever 
he has; and lastly, he robs in order to get the 
drugs, and leaves his family and children to their 
fate, 

49. Gradually increases impotence, and it is not 
much used by prostitutes. The use is more inju- 
rious than ordinary narcotic. It makes the man 
weak and dries the secreting organs, and thereby 
produces impotence, 

50. By excessive use of these drugs, makes the 
man altogether impotent and quite unfit for any 
work, 

In conclusion, as far as my long experince goes, 

have to say that the use of these drugs is not at 
all beneficial on the human frame. It affects the 
physical, mental and moral powers, and prevents. 
the development of the manhood. When once the 
man is addicted to this vice he loses all the wealth 
and reputation, and lastly robs when he is penniless. 
It makes a man very weak, and shortens hfe. 
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29, Evidence of R. N. Mupwoukar, L.M.S., Private Medical Practitioner, 
Amraoti. 


1. I had no special opportunities of obtaining 
information regarding the hemp drugs, except what 
information I was able to collect since the receipt 
of these questions. 


2. These definitions may be accepted for our pro- 
vinces. The products are locally known as ganja, 
bhang and charas. 


19. Ganja is generally used for smoking, and is 
very rarely used as a drink by those who are ex- 
cessively addicted to the drug. Charas is always 
used for smoking. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking, 
always used as a drink, 


It is 


28, (a) Habitual moderate consumers can smoke 
or drink about an ounce of ganja or bhang in a day. 
The cost of an ounce of ganja is one anna, and that 
of bhang is one pice. 

(6) Habitual excessive consumers can smoke or 
drink about eight ounces of ganja or bhang in a 
day. 

29, Ganja is ordinarily smoked with tobacco. 
The rich and luxurious people mix jaya-patri and 
powder of sandalwood with ganja to give fragrance 
to the smoke. 


The ingredients of bhang massala are :— Pepper, | 


aniseed, rose buds, cucumber seeds, poppy seed, 
almonds, milk and sugar, 


30, Ganja is smoked in solitude, but bhang is : 


drunk in company generally, No; it is not con- 
fined to the male sex only. Many Muhammadan 


nS ‘ 


prostitutes and other low caste women can be found 
smoking ganja. Children never consume any of 
these drugs, although exceptions may be found of 
children drinking bhang only. 


82. In Northern India, and especially in the 
North-Western Provinces and among the Mar- 
waris, bhang is generally drunk in so weather 
and on the Maha Shivaratra day. Among the 
Hindus during the Holi holidays, bhang is drunk 
if there is any social gathering 

36. I do not think so, 


37. There is no cultivation of ganja in this pro- 
vince, and therefore charas is not known and never 
used by anybody. Whatever ganja or bhang is 
consumed is brought from outside. Hence I could 
not get any information about this, 


44, The immediate effect of ganja smoking is 
drowsiness and tendency to sleep. It is not re- 
freshing. It is, on the contrary, depressing, It 


| does not produce intoxication in habitual consumer, 








Soon after ganja is smoked or bhang drunk there 
is craving for food, The effect lasts for from two 
to six hours, The after-effects are giddiness, head- 
ache, sometimes vomiting. 


47. No; the habitual moderate use of the hemp 
drugs does not produce a hereditary habit, nor does 
it affect the children of the moderate consumer, 


49, No; it is never used as an aphrodisiac. It 
is never so used by prostitutes. The use of hemp 
does not tend to produce impotence. 





30. Evidence of G. V. Kot, Brahmin, Medical Practitioner, Amraoti. 


1, As head of the Medical Department in the 
State of Rutlam and also in connection with my 
private practice. 

2. Yes. 


By the same names of ganja, charas 
and bhang. 


8. I hear the area of cultivation is extremely 
limited by order of Government. 


10. No, They are of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators, 

18. I hear the cultivation is restricted from 
information received. I hear that the hemp plant 
can be and was cultivated in many parts of Berars. 

16. Yes. 


| 


| 


21, Smokers make no difference in flat or round, 
They say chur is less powerful. 

22, Charas, I hear, is not imported in Berar. 

23, I hear it is not used for smoking. 

24, The practice of eating or drmking bhang is 
more prevalent in the inhabitants of Guzerat, 
Marwar, Mewad, Central India, the Native States 
of Central India, and the mhabitants of Northern 


India than it is inthe other remaining parts of 
India. 


A proportion of the inhabitants of the above- 
mentioned parts, wherever settled, will be found 
eating or drinking bhang. It is used by the 
inhabitants of other parts of India, but very 
occasionally, 





17. I hear they can be and are prepared by any 


18. Yes, they deteriorate and lose their effect, 


For nearly two years, The causes of deterioration 
in my opinion are exposure to air and on account of 
the volatile nature of the resinous substance adher- 
ing to it. The measures for prevention of deterio- 
ration should be its packing in hermetically sealed 
tins as is done for bird’s-eye tobacco, Such tins 
being opened at the time of using. 


19. Yes; they are used for smoking only, except- 
ing for medicinal purposes. In Berar charas is not 
obtainable. 

20. Ganja is used generally by the lowest classes 
of Hindus and Muhammadans, and the proportion 
is about 2 per cent. for the whole population. 
However, there are persons in the best classes of 
Hindus and Muhammadans who smoke ganja, and 

: 3 in 
1,000, 


25. On the increase certainly, and this will be 
found from the statistics of sale from Government. 


26, Ganja smoking. Bhang eating or drinking. 
1°70 per 100 0°30 per cent. 
0°10 per 100 Ay, wtf 
0°10 per 100 160 acry 
0°10 per 100 oe 6, 


The above percentage refers to smokers and 
drinkers only and not to all the inhabitants of a 
town or country. 


27. The smokers are generally of the lowest 
grades of society and the respectable who have been 
addicted to smoking are generally through contact 


; or association with the low, or occasionally the habit 


has been induced to allay pain or infirmity, Bhang 
eating or drinking is more prevalent in the respect- 
able than ganja smoking, and this custom has 
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taken root on account of its connection with reli- 
gious ideas. The religious mendicants both in 
Hindus and Muhammadans who pass idle lives and 
persons living on charities are generally addicted to 
this vice. 


28, Ganja smoking. Bhang eating. 


(a2) 4 tola per day 


| (a) 4 tola per day. 
(6) 4 tola per day. | ar: Oe 


The cost is about a pice for an habitual moderate 
consumer and about an anna to one and half an 
anna for an habitual excessive consumer. 


29, Ordinarily mixed are betel leaves, cardamoms, 
and tobacco in smoking. Dhatura is mixed by the 
inveterate for making the stuff more narcotic when 
the smoking of ganja becomes ineffective by habit. 


In eating or drinking bhang the ingredients that 
are used in its preparations are dried rose buds, 
poppy seeds, cucumber seeds, aniseed, sugar and 
black pepper. 

These ingredients for smoking or drinking are 
added in order to give good flavour and taste. 

Bhang massala consists of the above-mentioned 
things. 

30. Ganja smoking is practised in company by 
the low when practicable and available. By the 
respectable it is usually practised in solitude. 
Bhang is generally drunk in company by the re- 
spectable. Ganja is smoked by a few low females. 
Bhang is used by some low females; respectable 


females do not use either. Bhang is occasionally 
; tite, 


drunk by children. 


31, More easily than other narcotics, and the 
habit is not more difficult to be broken off than 
other narcotics. There is no tendency. 


32, The eating or drinking of bhang is obtained 
in the respectable inhabitants of parts of India 
mentioned in 24 as an occasional indulgence on 
fasting occasions and ou holidays, It is temperate, 
and does not lead to the habit, and is not injurious 
to the constitution so far as its temporary effects 
are concerned. 
resorted to by the Jow, but to a much less extent 
than bhang drinking is in the respectable. 


88. Ganja smoking is looked down upon, 
Bhang eating or drinking, though considered a bad 
habit, is tolerated and is not objected to. Socially 
the objection is raised on account of their narcotic 
properties ; religiously there is no objection. 
Ganja smoking 1s in disrepute on account of the 
smell of the smoke. Otherwise why ganja smok- 
ing should be more looked down upon than bhang 
eating or drinking I do not understand, as the 
effects of both on the brain are nearly identical. 


84. Yes, to the habitual consumer. In the same 
way as the privations of other narcotics would be to 
their respective consumers. 

35. It will cause much discontent in the con- 
sumers. Those that use this drug only which is 
allowed to them by their religion will not take of 
any other drug. 


36. I do not suppose alcohol is being substituted 
for this drug. 


37. Only in degree than kind, charas being 
stronger than ganja. 


38. Chur is less potent than ganja, 


$9. I think smoking of ganja is more injurious 
1o the constitution and mental faculties than eat- 
ing or drinking of bhang. The reasons are the 
effects observed of both forms, also the resins exud- 


vol. yii. 


In the same way ganja smoking is | 


ing from narcotic trees are generally stronger than 
other parts of them, 


_ 40. Its preparations are used in hysteria, mania, 
insomnia, and uterine affections by the school of 
native doctors. 


Bhang is used in cattle diseases, 
41, (a), (0) and (c) Yes. 


Nearly 50 per cent. of the habitual moderate 
smokers of ganja use it for purposes mentioned in 
(a) and (4), nearly 10 per cent. for purposes men- 
tioned in (¢), and nearly 10 per cent. of the occa- 
sional moderate smokers use it as afebrifuge. I 
have been informed of cases in which attacks of in- 
termittent fevers (ague) have disappeared by a single 
process of smoking ganja—cases I mean of jungle 
fevers, in which the administration of even large 
doses of quinine have failed to ward off the vam 
or in districts in which quinine is not obtainable. 


42, I think it is beneficial in cases mentioned in 
4). 


It is beneficial in cases 41 (a) and (8), in that 
poor people get an extremely inexpensive article 
as a digestive and as a stimulant, and also in 41 (¢) 
in cases of malarious fevers. 


43. Yes, more inoffensive than spirit drinkers. 


44, It is stimulant, or sedative, or refreshing, 
according as the habitual consumer resumes work 
or returns from it. It produces no imtoxication in 
the habitual moderate user. It does create appe- 
The effect lasts for nearly a couple of hours. 
It produces longing and uneasiness at the pre- 
scribed period in the habitual moderate consumer. 


45, (a) Yes; its habitual use produces deterio- 
ration of physival frame, perversion of mental facul- 
ties, and induces low moral principles. 

(6) The constitution is weakened and debili- 
tated, 


(c) No. On the contrary, the appetite is en- 
couraged and digestion rendered easy, 

(¢) The smoking produces cough and asthma in 
some cases, 

(e) In the habitual excessive users and exception- 
ally in the habitual moderate users. 


(/) In some cases of habitual moderate users the 
form of insanity known as dementia manifests itself, 
and generally it is of a chronic kind and it is also 
primary. As far as I have seen, there are no 
typical symptoms, These resemble symptons in 
dementia induced through any other causes, 


(g) I do not know of cases of insanity produced 
by using the drug for allaying mental en or 
pain in brain diseases, I cannot say so. I have 
seen and known of such cases, but they were not 
under my treatment, and so I am unable to give a 
detailed history. 

47, It is not. 
any way. 

49. By the occasional moderate users; it is used 
by the low prostitutes. It produces weakness of 
virile powers in habitual moderate consumers. 

51, No; only a small proportion. 

58. Yes, in solitary instances. I know of one 
case in Mhow where a person killed and wounded 
several persons by running amuck by indulgence in 
excess by this drug. 

54, Generally where revenge is the object. 

55. Yes. Complete stupefaction is induced in 
persons who are not habituated to it after the pre- 
liminary stage of excitement, 


It does not affect the children in 
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56. The habitual smokers of ganja in some cases 


add dhatura and aconite to it_in order to intensify 
the effects, 


58, 70. I am unable to give any information re- 
lating to this chapter, as I am not acquainted with 
administration, taxation, and control of hemp. 





31. Evidence of Kuan Banapur NawaB MusamMapd SALamMuLLa Kuan, 
Jagirdar, Deulghat, Buldana District. 


1. My information is based on local inquiries 
made by me from the persons concerned with 
hemp drugs and on what little I have seen of 
hemp consumers, 


2. The hemp is not cultivated at present in this 
district. Its cultivation is almost ceased since the 
prohibition. made by the Government for its culti- 
vation without a license, and I am told that when 
it was cultivated in this district even then its culti- 
vation was very hmited and only ganja and bhang 
were the products of the cultivation, Charas was 
not being obtained from the plant, 


3. Hemp is not grown here at present, but I 
am told that it is grown in the Khamgaon taluk 
about the village Sutala, and hemp grown there is 
almost sufficient for the wants of the province. 


5. It could be grown im any rich soil in this 
district, provided it is watered freely. 
6. It is dense. 


8, Since the introduction of the license system, 
there has been great decrease in the area under the 
cultivation of hemp, and the reasons of this decrease 
are as follows :— 


Ist~—The cultivators think it troublesome to 
obtain a license. 


2nd—The cultivation of hemp is not always 
successful, and if the male plant called 
bhangra is not picked by experts, the whole 
cultivation ruins and the cultivator risks 
the tax of the license, 

5rd—There is not much demand for ganja, as 
the cultivator cannot sel] it by retail, and 





heis—to-sell it-teh actors; ; 
know very well that no one besides them 
would purchase it and therefore buy it at 
a fajlen price. 

1U., The persons who cultivated hemp for its 
nareotie properties were not of special class, but 
ordinary cultivators, but only those who had rich 
soil and good supply of water used to cultivate it. 

13. Vide answer to question 1, 

16, Yes; bhang is generally prepared by the 
people in their houses from the ganja leaves, and it 
can be prepared from hemp plant leaves wherever 
grown, but the quality differs according to the 
quality of the ganja. 

I have not met a man who has seen charas pre- 
pared in this district, 

17. By no particular class of people. 


19, Ganja is used for smoking ; charas is hardly 
used by the people of this district, and it is not 
obtaiable here. Ganja leaves are also used for 
making bhang. Some people on some ceremonial 
occasions mix a few ganja leaves with curry pow- 
der and cook the curry and also mix leaves with 
gram flour and make dhajias, The eating of this 





curry and bfajtas almost turns the eaters half mad, 
and it is supposed to be a fun, but this kind of 
usage is amongst very low class people of Hindu 
and Muhammadans and sometimes it has produced 
very bad effects. 


20. There is not a particular class of people who 








smoke ganja. Muhammadans, Hindus, low caste 
Mahars, etc., have been found in the habit of smok- 
ing ganja all over the province ; but if there should 
be called the special class, I should call the 
Muhammadan fakirs and Hindu gosais and bai- 
ragis as a class who smoke ganja. 

22. Charas is not used and obtainable in this dis- 
trict, 

23, Ido not understand this question. What 
is called bhang here is prepared this way : the 
leaves of ganja plant are washed and boiled in the 
water and afterwards according to the means and 
taste of the indulger are mixed with sugar, pepper, 
etc,, and taken. ‘The preparation is called bhang, 
and it cannot be used for smoking. 


24, There is no particular class as I have said 
before, but the proportion of people who eat and 
drink bhang is very limited all over the province, 


25, I believe the use of ganja, charas and bhang 
is on decrease. All the people who are dedicated to 
its use are found to be old persons, and I have hard- 
ly noticed any young man dedicated to the habit ; 
and it is not the case that people of elderly age 
take to these habits, and I have also ascertained 
from contractors that now the consumption is 
much less than it was before. 


31. Yes, it is easily formed and it is difficult to 
break, and there is a tendency in the case of any 
of these drugs for the moderate habit to develop 
into excessive. I am_ told the habit of consuming 
ganja is taken by smoking it with friends. 


32. There is no social or religious custom 
amongst Muhammadans of consuming ganj o 
or charas, The use of all these drugs is strictly 
forbidden by the Muhammadan religious codes, 
and the persons dedicated to the use of any of these 
drugs are looked down upon even by. the lowest 
society of the Muhammadans, Muhammadan 





fakirs of low class use ganja and bhang openly and 


publicly, but they are vey severely reprimanded by 
the ministers of religion, 


38, This question has been answered in the above, 


34, It will be a serious privation for the class 


of the consumers, as it is always hard upon one 


to be deprived of any narcotic habits ; but I have 
no idea of the number of each class. I have al- 
ready said before that the number is very limited. 


35. Yes; it would be quite feasible to prohibit 
the use of all these drugs, and it would not be illicit- 
ly consumed ; if the cultivation of hemp is prohibit- 
ed all over India and its import is also prohibited 
and keeping of it in the house is made punishable, 
its illicit use would be impossible. Phere is no 
doubt that this prohibition would occasion a serious 
diseontent among the consumers, and such discon- 
tent would form a discontented class of people who 
would be a dangerous class of people time of 





any political outbreak. No doubt the prohibition 
would lead the consumers to take to some other 


drug according to each individual’s fancy and con- 
venience, 


386. I do not think alcchol is substituted for 


these drugs, Taking to alcohol is a different ques- 
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‘tion and has. nothing to do with the substitution 
for these drugs, 


41. It is supposed by the consumers of ganja 
and bhang that the use of both these drugs aeninty 
digestion and is beneficial to the health, but I have | 
no belief in it and I think the use of them is inju- 
rious in every way, It gives immediate relief in 
some cases of disease, but the effect does not last | 
long and results in injury. It is said that it is 
good for asthma, but I have seen many ganja-smo- 
kers severely attacked by asthma, 


} 


42, Even the moderate use of hemp drugs is not 7 


harmless. Ganja consumer turns a silly fellow if 
not a half-cracked. 


43, It depends upon a man’s temperament, 


44, T have no idea, but the effect of ganja is said 
to be immediate on the consumer and it lasts for a 
few hours only. 


45, Yes, The use of these drugs even in modera- 
tion affects the moral character and brain of the 
consumer and results in immorality, The man loses 
al} the control on himself when under its influence, 


| and the result can be imagined. A man who takes 


to excess turns almost half-cracked. 





32. Evidence of G. 8, Kuarrrpr, Brahmin, Pleader, Amraoti. 


1, Tam an inhabitant of these parts, have work- | 


ed as an Extra Assistant Commissioner and Magis- 
trate for some time in this province, and have 
conversed with officers on matters connected with 
hemp drugs. Ihave also spoken to ganja con- 
tractors and other persons likely to have inform- 
ation. 

2, These definitions may he accepted with this 
limitation that in this province ganja is usually 
manufactured not by treading, but by piling the | 
twigs one on the other and then pressme them 
with a heavy stone or other substance. Round 
ganja is not much known, and charas is very sel- 
dom or neyer sold. The patti or leaves are known 
as bhang, and the prepared flower-tops as ganja. 

3. It is said to grow spontaneously in some parts 
of Melghat in Ellichpur district, 

4, There are no different names. 
as bhang plant. 

5. It requires a damp climate, good soil, and 
plenty of leaf manure. 

7. There is between 14 gunthas to 2 acres of | 
Jand in Morsi taluk in the Amraoti district, in 
which hemp is cultivated, Some is also grown at 
Saloda in Amraoti taluk. It is cultivated for the 
production of bhang and ganja only. No charas 
can be produced from the ganja plants in Berar, 
because they are said to be of inferior quality. 
The proper plant yielding charas is Baluchar and 
grows in Upper India, Nothing is made and can 
be made of the fibre and seeds of the ganja plant 
grown here, 

8. Decreasing, because it admits of heing easily 
imported from the neighbourmg provinces, and 
also because a special assessment of Rs. 10 an acre 
is demanded, which is considered prohibitive, 

9, Is sown at Mirag or sometime about the 5th 
of June, along with jawari. Each plant 1s put at 
a considerable distance from the other. Male plant 
is carefully eliminated. 

10, No special class. The cultivation of bhang 
requires skill, and whoever possesses it cultivates 
the plant. 

11, Never, so far as can he ascertained. 

13. There ave no restrictions except that.of the 
assessment of Rs. 10 an acre, and that the culti- 
vator cannot sell it to anybody except to the ganja 
contractor. It is not restricted to any district. 

14, Yes. Bhangand ganja, They are gene- 
rally prepared by the consumers. People addicted 
to the use of bhang prepare it in their houses, 
The same is the case with ganja, except that _some- 
times the ganja contractor prepares it for his 
customers, 


15. Bhang— 
Take the leaves, put them ina copper pot and 





It is known 


me 


boil them well to increase their intoxicating power. 
Then throw away the water, and thoroughly dry 
the leaves, Of these take a few, pound them well 
and mix with them pepper, kasni, dried rose buds, 
cucumber seeds, almonds, and sonf. Pound this 
mixture again and strain it. Throw away the de- 
posit, and take the strained watery substance, and 
add to it milk and sugar, and then it is ready for 
heing drunk. This is about cultivated bhang. LI 
know nothing about wild bhang. 


Ganja— 


Take well-dried flower tops, and steep them im 
water for about half an hour and then rub them 
on the palm of the hand until they become sticky. 
Then mix tobacco with them and they are ready 
to be smoked. 


Bhang mixed with swectmeat is eaten and is 
called majun, At one time it was much prepared 
at Balapore in Akola district and was known as 
gulab chakadt or devalal., 


Ganja is never eaten and bhang never smoked, 
16. (@) and (d) Yes. 


(c) No, probably not, as in the wild state male 
plant would not be eliminated. 


17, Asa rule, consumers prepare ganja and bhang 
in their houses. The Muhammadan sweetmeat 
sellers prepare majum and sell it, 


18, I know nothing about the charas, but bhang 
and ganja spoil by keeping long, and lose their 
effect. Bhang and ganja, if properly looked after, 
will keep well for about two years. Damp ruins 
ganja. Protect it from damp. 

19, Ganja is ahvays smoked. 
about charas, 

2). Iakirs, gosains, udasis, religious mendicants 
generally, and people working in the damp mostly 
smoke ganja. Nearly ninety per cent, of them 
smoke it. 

Charas is here unknown. 

23. Bhang is never smoked, 

24, Marwaris, some Upper India men, fakirs, 
udasis, and gosains drink bhang. 

They generally drink it in the evening outside 
the town in some garden or other place where 
water is fresh and abundant. ‘They drink it after 
all the day’s work is over. 


T know nothing 


25. It is on the decrease, partly because liquor 
is more easily procurable, and costs less trouble, 
and partly because the rates of bhang are going 
up. Nobhang drinker will, however, as a rule, 
take to drink. 

27, These are all generally good and law-abiding 
people. Some of them are respectable, Working 
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in damp, exposure, forced abstinence, lead to the 
use of the drug. 


28. Two chataks. 


29. Ingredients mentioned in my answer to 


question 15 above. 


Dhatura is not known to be mixed here, except 
in very rare cases, Equally rarely is also bachnag 
mixed, The object is to increase imtoxication. 

Yes, It is sold in Bombay and other large 
cities, For its ingredients vide answer No, 15. 

80. It is a social vice and is generally indulged 
in company. It is confined to males, Children 
never consume it in these parts. 


31. (2), () and (c) Yes, 


33. It is regarded with aversion. 
women are protected from it. It is sociall 
demned, though there is no religious objection. 
The disrepute is due to its inducing imsensibility 
and is supposed to lead to impotency. No; none 
that I have ever heard of. 


34, Yes, to Marwaris, mendicants and others 
mentioned in my answer to question No, 20, 
because once one gets addicted to the use of it, he 
cannot, take to another intoxicant, and suffers both 
in body and mind. 


| 


) 





Children and | 


con- 


Roughly they may come to about one or two 
per cent, of the entire population, but this isa guess 
only. 

35. (a) No, 

(0) Yes. 

(c) It can never be enforced. 

(d) Yes, 

(e) There would be no political danger. 

(f)} No. 

36. Yes, good opium and good liquor are driving 
it out of market. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in my province, and consider 
it to be working well, 

60. I think it sufficiently well controlled, There 
are rules on the subject. 


68. There are shops licensed for the sale of these 


_ drugs and their preparations, but they are very 


rarely or never consumed on the premises, They 
do not differ from other ordinary shops, 


69. The wishes of the people are not formally 
consulted or considered, but a good District Officer 
knows generally where to put and where not to put 
these shops. ie a particular shop is objected to, it 
is generally removed. Yes, public opinion ought 
to be consulted, 





33. Evidence of YEsHwanr VAMAN Dicus, Pleader, Basim. 


1, From information derived from ganja smok- 
ers, traders and licensed sellers, and Berar Excise 





or bhagar, are weeded out in order to prevent the 
formation of seed in the female plant. It is sown 





2, Yes. With the exception of charas and 
round ganja, which are not known locally ; the 
others are. The following are the additional names 
by which the products of the hemp plant are 


known, v2z., bhangra or bhagar (male plant), buti | 


or kalhi (female plant). 


8, Grows spontaneously everywhere, but not 
abundantly. 


4. The wild plant differs in appearance and 
quality from the cultivated. It is not used asa 
narcotic. 

5. None. 

6. Scattered. 

7. (a) Yes, 

(6) No. 

{c) Yea. 

(¢) No. 


See Appendix D to the Excise Report for 1$80- 
81. Cultivation hmited to 29 villages at an en- 
hanced assessment of Rs, 10 an acre, and area 
under cultivation is on the average, during the 
last nine years, 64 acres and 184 guntas. For the 
last official year (1892-93) the area was 85 acres 
and 39 guntas in Morsi, Akot, Khamgaon, Jal- 
goan and Malkapur taluks, 


8. No accurate data to go upon; but before 1884 
any quantity of land could be sown on payment of 
a fee of Rs, 8, but since that year the imposition of 
Rs. 10 on an acre grown must im all probability 
have produced a decrease. Only 125 acres and 39 
guntas are shown as the area under the hemp 
plant prior to 1884, when the average for seven 
vears is struck, 


9. The method does not differ from that followed 
in the cultivation of the staple products of Berar 
(cotton and jowar). When the plants attain a 
height of a foot the male plants, called bhangra 





ee 


mthe =mant ground, 
The plant grows from 3 to 7 feet high. 


In Berar the leaves and broken pieces of ganja 
of the plant are collected and sold as bhang, and 
these are macerated in water to prepare the bever- 
age that is drunk as such. 


10, 11 and 12. No. 


13, The only restriction is the payment of an 
enhanced assessment of Rs. 10 an acre. Culti- 
vation is confined at present to only three dis- 
ange viz., (1) Akoia, (2) Amraoti, and (3) Bul- 
ana. 


No special conditions are necessary. But the 
soil called pandhri in Berar is more favourable than 
any other, 


The latter requires good manuring. Cultivation 
impossible on marshy and rocky land. A good 
rainfall is required, otherwise artificial irrigation has 
to be resorted to. It isalso sown in well-manured 
black soil. 

14, (a Ye. 

(0) No. 

(c) Yes. 


The preparation is made by the cultivators of 
the plant in those districts in which it is culti- 
vated, The process is as follows :— 


After reaping, the small shoots of the plant are 
cut off and left to dry for two or three weeks in the 
field and are then trampled upon until the Jarger 
leaves are eliminated, leaving the flowering top and 
small leaves. These are then sold to persons hold- 
ing licenses or to traders holding special passes, 
either by weighment or pudizes. 


15. The wild plant is only used as incense in 
houses to drive away evil spirits and the effects re- 
sulting from an evil eye, from which specially 
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children are said to suffer. The methods of pre- 
paration of the cultivated plant are—(4) For smok- 
ing the flowering tops are rubbed with water and 
well washed with water until oat are clean; when 


they are ready to be put into the chillum, it is 


used. Round ganja is better than flat ganja and 
is used in Bengal and North-Western Provinces, 


22. Native charas is chiefly used in other parts 
of India, 





mixed with a little (half to quarter the weight) 
tobacco and smoked. {B) The methods for eating 
are thus prepared :— 

(1) A preparation called chuktt, Take one tola 
of well-washed ganja and half fry it in melted 
butter, then set it to cool, 
quarter of a tola of black pepper and somph (ani- 
seed). Then add double the weight of refined 
sugar, and eat morning and evening. The richer 
people flavour the whole with the addition of from 
1 to 4 tolas of sliced almonds, a small quantity of 
saffron and cardamoms. The poorest people use 
ganja mixed up with jagri, 

(2) Mayum. Boil ganja in an untinned copper 
utensil; then, after straining off the water, again 
boil it over a slow fire with half its weight of melt- 
ed butter in four times the quantity of water for 
about 7 or 8 hours; strain through a coarse cloth 
and Jet it stand to cool the whole night. Then 
skim and add syrup according to taste. The fol- 
lowing are a!so added to give flavour and increase 
the narcotic strength, viz., nutmeg, selap and safed 
misri, almonds, pepper, askandh, cloves, pimpli( Pzper 
longum), mace, and saffron. Sometimes a little 
opium is added. The dose is three-quarters of a 
tola at a time. 


(C) Preparations for drinking: Take the leaves 
of the hemp plant and macerate im cold water with 
pepper ; then after straining the decoction is poured 
10 or 15 times from one vessel to another from a 
height and then drank, But the well-to-do people 
follow a more elaborated process. The leaves are 
first boiled and then put into cold water after being 
well pounded. Strain the decoction and drink it 
after adding the following—milk, sugar according 
to taste, and the pounded and macerated condiments 
as follows: poppy seeds, pepper, aniseed, cucumber 
seed and rose leaves ; after all put in sliced almonds. 

N,.B.—The decoction of the leaves is several times 
poured from a height from one vessel to another, 
in order, it is supposed, to obtain the full effect of 
the narcotic principle contained in it. 


16. Only prepared in houses. The wild plant 
does not yield either ganja or charas. 


17. Made by all classes for home consumption. 
The preparation of the product called majum is 
usually sold by licensed sellers, but seldom made 
at home, as it involves trouble. 


18, Yes. Ganja loses its effects in two years 
or thereabouts. For about two years with care it 
keeps good. Ordinary process of decay produces 


deterioration, which cannot be wholly prevented, | 


but retarded by keeping ganja in a cool and dry 
place. The above remarks apply to bhang. 


19. Ganja is used for smoking and eating, 
charas for smoking only in other parts of India, 
Besides the uses described in answer to the 15th 
question, ganja is medicinally used by native 
physicians all over the province. 


20. All religious mendicants, such as fakirs, 
gosains, bairagis ; also Muhammadans, bhois, day- 
labourers, cooks and artisans are mostly given to 
ganja smoking, and is not limited to any localit 
in particular. Charas is not used at all in this 
province, 

21, Flat and round ganja are preferred for 
smoking. Different kinds are used in different 
places, as it is available. In Berar flat ganja is 


Then pound it with | 


23. No, it is not used for smokinig at all. 


24. (a) Bhang is occasionally used for eating. 
It is used more for drinking and by almost all 
classes of people in India and in hot parts of the 
country, specially by pardeshis, Marwaris and 
Brahmins and other persons in Northern India. 
Generally it is drunk in hot weather, In Northern 
India the proportion will be 50 per cent., and in 
other parts 5 to 15 per cent, 

Not restricted to any locality. 


25, Judging from the published returns of 
retail sales, the use of ganja (charas not being 
used) seems to have slightly increased ; the reason, 
apparently, being that it is a cheap intoxicant, 

26. (a) About 90 per cent. 

(4) About 10. 

(c) Five per cent. 

(4) About one per cent. 


27, Almost all classes, but principally those 
enumerated in answer No, 20. Privation, hard 
work, celibacy and asceticism lead to the habitual 
practice. 

28, (2) Ganja. 
to 12 pies, 

(4) From 6 to 12. tolas, 
1 to 8 annas, 


From one to two tolas, cost 2 
As regards cost, 


With regard to bhang. 
(2) From 2 to 4 tolas, (4) from 8 to 12 tolas. 


The average cost per tola of ganja is from 2 to 
6 pies. 

Bhang is sold at 6 to 10 tolas per quarter anna, 

Marwar bhang is sold at: 2 tolas for 3 pies. 

(2) Bhang: cost per diem 1 to 3 pies. 

(2) Bhang: cost per diem 3 to 12 pies. 

29, Ganja is mixed ordinarily with tobacco, and 
exceptionally with opium, nutmeg and sandalwood : 
the two first to increase the narcotic action and 
the last. for flavouring. Dhatura is seldom used, 
and is confined to religious mendicants. The 
mixtures with bhang and ganja when eaten are 
given in reply No. 15. Bhang massala is unknown 
in this province, 

30. With the exception of charas, the drugs are 
consumed mostly in company, rarely im solitude, 
Except the preparations for eating as described 
elsewhere (reply No. 15), ganja is confined chiefly 
tothe male sex, A few prostitutes take ganja, 
The practice is not confined to any time of life ; 
but with regard to bhang, women and children in 
Upper India partake of it generally, but very rarely 
in this provinee, where the males are the principal 
consumers. Ganja is generally consumed from 
the time of youth. 

31. The habit is easily formed when in company 
with habitual consumers of ganja and bhang. 
It is difficult to break off. There is a tendency 
to excess. 


32. As regards ganja, no customs social or 
religious can be quoted; but as to bhang, when 
the Shivaratri festival arrives, the preparation is 
used to bathe the image of Shiva, the destroyer. 
This custom prevails in Upper India, but is not 
regarded as essential. In Berar bhang is consumed 
moderately at the festival of Shivaratri. It is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a habit, nor is 
it injurious, 
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33. The higher classes deprecate the smoking 
of ganja, but not eating any of its preparations ; 
while the consumption. of bhang is not looked 
down upon. The objection to ganja smoking is 
based on its being considered a low habit and 
hkely to prove injurious. The hemp plant is not 
known to be worshipped in Berar. 


34. The classes addicted to smoking ganja and 
drinking bhang would look upon its prohibition 
as a serious privation. The reasons are that they 
would be deprived of a muscular tonic and an 
intoxicant of the cheapest kind, which cannot be 
substituted for the price. For Berar the 1891- 
92 and 1892-93 reports show the probable number 
of the class to be 1 seer and 26 tolas per 100 of 
population on an average for ganja smokers, 2.e., 
one tola per head. But the figure is not reliable. 


35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of all of 
these drugs, It can he enforced by the stoppage 
of the hemp plant and its importation, in which 
case illicit consumption would be rendered difficult 
though not impossible. Great discontent would be 
caused among consumers, though it may not amount 
to a political danger. Buta recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants and other drugs would become a cer- 
tainty. 


36. No. 


37. There is no practical difference. 
is a stronger narcotic. 


But charas 


38. Round ganja and chur are not in use in 
Berar, 


39. Smoking is a more injurious form of con- 
sumption than drinking or eating, as the lungs 
seem to become affected after a time. 


40, Native doctors do not prescribe the drugs, 
but as a home remedy ganja is alone used as a sed- 
ative and an astringent for dysentery. Ganja and 
bhang are used for vermicide in cattle. 


41, (a) Yes, as regards ganja and bhang only. 
(6) As above. 
(c) Not known. 


(d@) Ganja wards off the injurious effects of im- 
pure and unfiltered water (germicide). No parti- 
cular classes can be selected or any proportion stat- 
ed. A moderate habitual use is referred to, 


42, The moderate use is considered harmless and 
beneficial in the ways indicated in reply No 41, 
The moderate use of hoth ganja and bhang produ- 
ces activity and vivacity in addition to other bene- 
fits. 


43, Yes. 


44, Bhang and ganja are refreshing, They in- 
toxicate—ganja smoking especially—but do not 
allay hunger. Produce appetite. The effect. of 
ganja lasts from twenty to sixty minutes, according 
to the state of health and strength of the consumer 
and the quantity used, whether smoked or eaten. 
There are no after-effects. Want of subsequent 
gratification produces longing and uneasiness. As 
regards bhang, the effects last from one to two hours, 
according to the quantity taken. 


45. (a), (b) and (c) No, 


(d) Ganja only produces asthma and bronchitis 
in old persons, not dysentery. 


(e) The moral sense is impaired after long use, 
but laziness is not produced. Habits of immo- 
rality and debauchery are produced. Insanity is 
not known in Berar as an effect, nor a deadening 
of the intellect. 





Bhang is perfectly innocent. ' 

46, Execssive use produces all the evils mentioned” 
in the previous question, so far as ganja is concern- 
ed, but bhang is harmless, 


I do not, however, personally know of any case 
of insanity resulting from excessive use of ganja. 

47 and 48. No, but if a parent or any other mem- 
ber of a family uses it, their sons and other mem- 
bers imitate and catch the habit sometimes. 


49, Ganja is used as an aphrodisiac, but not 
bhang. Is rarely used by prostitutes. It is said 
ultimately to exercise a reaction and produce impot- 
ency after a lapse of time, i.¢c., eight or ten years 
after, 

50. The effects noted in the above reply are 
ageravated and require shorter period, 1.e., after four 


or five years. 


51. No. 


52, A large proportion of bad characters are 
excessive consumers and are given to commit petty 
crime and adultery for the gratification of lust. 
Bhang excepted. 


None. 


53. It may, but I do not know of any case that 
led to homicidal frenzy, 


54. No, but to alleviate fatigue and Jabour, 


55. The preparation of majum is given some- 
times to children, m order to stupefy them and 
facilitate the robbing of their ornaments ; occasion- 
ally also given to women with intent to rob or 
dishonour them. Without admixture no complete 
stupefaction can be caused, 


56, The admixture of milk, melted butter and 
almonds lessen the effects ; so does rich, substantial 
meals, The gosains, fakirs and bairagis use 
dhatura to heighten the narcotic effect of ganja. 
Its admixture for administration to others is not 
known. Gosains use for personal use, 


57. Know nothing of charas being eaten, When 
ganja is eaten it is next door to being harmless, 
When drunk in the form of bhang it is perfectly 
harmless. 


58. It is capable of improvement. 


59. In the direction of closer supervision over 
the cultivator and the seller, 


60. Ganja is produced in the province. Greater 
and closer supervision over the cultivation of hemp 
is required, there being no separate establishment. 
for this work, which requires a special staff. 

61. Not produced, 


62. Bhang being comparatively harmless, the 
only control necessary is to prevent the plant being 
used for making ganja. This might be accom- 
plished by the aid of a special establishment and 
restriction of sale of the plant to one licensed 
vendor. 


63. The only objection lies in the fact that the 
same vendor sells opium. The vendors should be 
separated for each drug, and hemp sold only in 
small quantities, say up to one tola per man per 
diem. A register of sales should be maintained. 


67. The farm of vend of hemp should be put up 
to auction separately from that of opium. 


68. None. Consumption on the premises un- 
desirable. 


69. People are not apparently consulted, but 
should be, 


70, Smuggling is only carried on for private 
consumption. Duty is only paid on the cultivation 
of the plant and when special licenses are applied 
for. Untaxed drugs are not used. 
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34. Evidence of Niamat Kaan Brian Kuan, Merchant, Balapur, Akola 
District. 


1, I was dealing in this trade for a considerable | 


time, and my father did the same from the com- 
mencement of the British administration. I have 


seen the several preparations of the hemp plant 
being made. 


2, I know only that the dry leaves of the plant 
are called bhang. I have not heard the other names. 
The definitions are appropriate so far as I know. 
Round ganja is not prepared in the Berars, but it 
is imported from Khandesh, and is called satidar 


which deteriorates by time. 
prevent deterioration. 


19, Ganja is mostly prepared for smoking, and 
in two cases -out of 100 men would be found to 
prepare it for eating, 

20. In Berar all smoke ganja; none does 
charas, 

21. Only the flat ganja is sold in Berar, 

22. None. 


There is no way to 





roken_ganja is called bhangira, 
3. I don’t know of any in the Berars. 
4. I don’t know. 
(wild). 


7. Yes; for the production of ganja and bhang 

only, and at the following places :— 

Salegam Mookind, Mancooliondi, Baroda, Pamra, 
Salegam Bazar, Dahigam near Nandusa, 
Sootala Bujruk and Khurd, Ghatpuni, 
Mandka, all in Malkapur taluk. Kham- 
gaon, Huvarkheir Akot, Sirla, Sasti, Alezaon, 
Manki Dihgam, in Balapur taluk. 

I can’t give the extent. 


It would be called jungli 


S$, There has been a slight, very slight, decrease 


within these two years owing to a fall in price. 
The cultivation, moreover, required much labour, 

9. The method of cultivation is similar to that 
of cotton. 

10. Not so restricted. 


11. Not that I know of, The seeds are procured 





24. 
eaten. 
25. 


26, 


? 
Neither on the increase nor on the decrease. 
For ganja. 
(a) 50 per cent. 


Por bhang. 
124 per cent. 


(0) 25 2 123 3 
(c) 15 3) 37% ”» 
@)lo 87s 


27. (a) and (ce) Brahmins, Musalmans, Mar- 
waris, Kunbis, Telis, and other low castes of 


Hindus. 
(6) and (¢) Gosains and fakirs and sadhus. 
Can’t give classes of moderate and excessive 


consumers separately, 
28. (a) Ganja— 





front—Khandwa.—— 
12, No; not in Berar. 


13. Not restricted. I know it is cultivated in 
Amraoti, Akola, and Buldana districts, but don’t 
know anything abont the other districts. The 
soil called pandhi close to village sites is the 
best. It requires ordinary rainfall of the province, 
but it is not damaged by excessive rainfall, though 
it would deteriorate a little in effect by more rain, 
Probably in Yeotmal district it would not grow. 
But Lam not sure. I say it would not, because 
the people of that district buy ganja here. 

14, Yes; only ganja and bhang all over the 
province ; but I can’t give the extent. 


15. There is no difference inthe methods of 
preparation from the cultivated and the wild plant, 
so far as I know. Bhang is formed by the dried 
leaves that fall off by thrashing the dried ganja, 
and the remnant left after thrashing is ganja. 
It is prepared for smoking as follows :— 

It is washed and then squeezed dry and mixed 
with tobacco. The ordinary dose is 6 mashas of 
ganja to 3 mashas of tobacco, and some even take 
6 mashas of tobacco. Ganja is eaten unmixed 
with any other drug, but some with sugar, It is 
never drunk in any preparation. 

16, Bhang is prepared for drinking only. 
preparation is made as follows :— 

The leaves are washed clean, and then mixed 
with the following spices—blackpepper, 
sugar, poppy seeds, almonds, cardamom, 
cucumber seeds, and water. 


17. Not restricted to any particular class. 
18. Does not deteriorate for a year, but does 


The 





6 mashas . 3 1 pice. 
Bhang— 
5 tolas : : 1 pice. 
(t) Ganja— 
From 8 to 10 tolas 4 annas. 
Bhang worth . 2 annas. 


29. (a) Ganja. 


only tobacco, 
Bhang 


jagri and black 
pepper. 

(6) Bhang.—Saffron, sugar, black pepper, dried 
rose, poppy seeds, almonds, cucumber seeds, and 
several other groceries according to taste. 

Dhatura is not so used. The admixture of to- 
hacco and pepper is for increasing the narcotic 
effects ; the others are for luxury. Bhang massala 
is not sold in Berar. 


30. The consumers of ganja in solitude would 
be about 80 per cent, and in company would be 20 
per cent., and rice versé with regard to bhang, 
Yes; it is mainly confined to the male sex and not 
to any time of life. Children don’t consume these 
drugs. 

31, The habit is not easily formed. It is difii- 
cult if indulged in for a considerable time. But it 
could be broken off if attempted in a few days. 
There is no tendency to develop into the excessive, 


32. I don’t know of any such custom. 


33, Not favourably. I don’t think there is any 
public opinion, It is in disrepute, because it brings 
on intoxication. I don’t know if the plant is wor- 
shipped by any sect. 

34, Yes; they would get ill or suffer in appetite. 
This is with regard to all, 

35. Not feasible in my opinion, There would be 
illicit consumption, The prohibition could be en- 
forced by passing a law maintaining a department 
for the detection of illicit consumption, Yes; the 
consumers would be discontented, particularly the 





after twelve or fifteen months. It would lose its 
effect entirely after five or seven years. The only 
cause that I can think of is time ; just like Jawani, 


vol. vil. 


* a 
Bhane 1S drank SO fa tas | kn OW. never 
o ? 








fakirs and sadhus. I don’t think the discontent 
would lead to political danger. Some would resort 
to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs, but not all. 
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36. There is no reason for so thinking. 

37, Yes; charas is more intoxicating and strong- 
er than ganja. Both produce intoxication ; but 
the former in a greater degree than the latter. 


$8. I can’t say, as only the flat ganja is con- 
sumed in Berar. 


39. The smoking of ganja is rather injurious 
than eating, inasmuch as it produces cough and 
produces nervous debility, while the eating does 
not; but very few people simply eat the drug. 
Bhang is always drunk. 


40, Not prescribed for men; but ganja and 
bhang is given to bullocks for some disorder of the 
stomach. It makes bullocks go faster. Bhang is 
taken internally for piles. 


41. (a) Yes. (4) Yes. 


(c) I don’t know about fever ; but I have heard 
from many sadhus that the use of bhang and 
ganja protects them against diseases in unhealthy 
tracts, by which I mean places where water is bad. 


(@) I don’t know. 


Not restricted to classes. I refer to both 
moderate habitual as well as occasional, 





43, Inoffensive. 


44, It is refreshing and produces intoxication. 
It does not allay hunger but creates appetite. The 
effect lasts for about two or three hours, There 
are after effects. Yes; it does produce uneasiness. 


45, It does produce physical and mental noxious 
effects, but not moral. I can’t say if it impairs 
the constitution. It helps digestion and creates 
appetite. It causes asthma so far as I know, 
and that too at an advanced age. It does not im- 
pair the moral sense or induce habits of laziness or 
immorality, etc. It deadens the intellect slightly, 
but does not produce insanity. 


47 and 48, It is hereditary amongst fakirs and 
sadhus, but not amongst others. 


49, It produces impotence at an advanced age. 
51 to 54, No. 


55, Yes; a man not used to these drugs would 
be completely stupefied, 


58. Yes; I am acquainted with the present 
system, and think it is not properly worked. The 
registers required to be maintained in the Form F 
are fictitious, It could be improved by the intro- 

; duction of the registers in the Form E as prescribed 
| for opium, 





35. Evidence of Laksuman ArmaramM Mauasan, Merchant, Manjrul Pir. 


1, I have had some opportunities of coming im 
contact with bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, and others 


who lead the life of pilgrims, and thus of obtaining | 


information from them regarding the matters 
connected with hemp drugs, in regard to which 
my answers are framed. 


2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain of the | 


different narcotic articles that can be naturally 
obtained from hemp may be accepted for my 
province. Bhang is known only by two names, 
siddhi and bhang, while charas 1s quite unknown. 
Tere flat ganja and chur are in use. 


7. Hemp is cultivated to a slight extent in the | 


three taluks, Malkapur, Khamgaon and Akot for 
the production of ganja and bhang, 


10. The cultivators of hemp form no special 
class. They ave of the same classes as other agri- 
cultural cultivators, 


11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp. 


12. I have no reason to suppose that the (so- 
called) wild hemp is anywhere specially cultivated 
for the production of ganja. 

18. The cultivation of hemp for ganja is re- 
stricted throughout my province, There are some 
special conditions of climate, soil, rainfall, etc., 
which are necessary for the cultivation of hemp for 
producing ganja. Black soil does not suit it. It 
is cultivated im the lands adjoining village sites. 
Rain water alone is not suflicient for hemp ; it 
requires well water also. The cultivation of hemp 
is possible throughout my province. 


14, Ganja and bhang are prepared in the Mal- 


kapur, Khamgaon, and Akot taluks, but toa slight 
extent. 


15, Ganja is usually manufactured by being 
trodden under foot, or by being deposited for a 
day or two in a ditch, specially prepared, and little 
earth is thrown over it. 


The following are the common methods of pre- ' 


| paration of ganja and bhang for smoking, eating 

and drinking purposes :— 

For smoking purposes— 

(1) Half a teaspoonful of ganja is first taken on 
the left palm and little water is poured over 
it. It isthen rubbed with the right thumb 

for about a quarter of an hour. To this 
little tobacco is then added. 

(2) To make it more strong some add dhatura 
seeds also, 

(3) To make it ordorous a little quantity of 
cardamom and cinnamon is added before 
smoking. 

For eating purposes— 

(1) Ganja is first rubbed in water and is then 
dried in the shade. Afterwards it is 
reduced to powder and then a little quantity 
of mace, saffron, cinnamon and black pepper 
is added. The whole powder is then mixed 
with boiled sugar and then eaten. This is 

| called yakuti or majum. 

(2) Ganja powder is mixed with ghee and sugar 
before eating. 

For drinking purposes— 

(1) Bhang is first’ steeped in water and then 

reduced to powder. To this a little quan- 

tity of annamon, poppy, cardamom, fennel 
seeds and almond is added, and then to this 

mixture water or milk is added, again. I 

have no knowledge of any methods of pre- 

paration of ganja or bhang from the wild 
hemp, and therefore I cannot distinguish 
between the methods of its preparation 
from the wild and cultivated hemp. Ganja 
is prepared from the cultivated female 
plants by being trodden under foot or by 
being deposited in a ditch for about two 

"days. 

16. Bhang is prepared generally in the houses 
by the people. It can also be prepared from the 
hemp plant wherever grown. 

17, Agricultural cultivators prepare these hemp 
drugs, 


18, Ganja or bhang does not deteriorate by 





355 


keeping. With ordinary care it keeps good for 
about three years. To prevent deterioration water 
should never be allowed to leak in, 


19, Ganja is used not only for smoking, but it is 
sometimes eaten also. 


20. Baivagis, gosavis, fakirs, and others who 
lead the life of pilgrims generally smoke ganja. 
Some Rajputs and few Brahmins also smoke it. 
In short, about 2 per cent. of the population smoke 
ganja. The practice of smoking ganja is prevalent 
throughout the province. 

21. Flat ganja is generally in use, but chur is 
also rarely used when flat ganja is not available. 

23, Bhang is used for smoking when ganja is 
not available. It is generally the pilgrims that 
make use of bhang for smoking to a slight extent. 

24, Those who drink bhang eat it also. The 
practice of eating and drinking bhang is prevalent 
throughout the province. Those classes of people 
that smoke ganja eat and drink bhang also. 


25, The use of ganja and bhang may be said to 
be on the increase. Had it been otherwise, a large 
quantity of hemp might have been lying idle year 
after year. But this is not the case. All the 
hemp that is produced in the province falls short of 
yearly requirements, and to meet them a large 
quantity of it is imported also, Again the import 
trade of hemp is on the increase, and the excise 
farmers bid higher at the auction every year, This 
shows that the number of ganja or bhang consum- 
ers cannot but be on the increase, 


26, The proportion of habitual moderate con- 
sumers of ganja to the habitual excessive occasion- 
al moderate and occasional excessive consumers of 
it is as 5, 2, 8, and 1, and in case of bhang it is as 
4, 2, 3, and 1, 

27. Gosavis, bairagis, and fakirs are habitual 
moderate and excessive consumers ; while Brahmins 
and Rajputs are occasional moderate and excessive 
consumers. The lazy and careless use these drugs. 


28. The average cost of ganja or bhang per 
diem to the habitual moderate consumers is one 
anna, to the excessive’consumers four annas. 

29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja when 
itis used for smoking, and dhatura exceptionally. 
The other ingredients are given in my answer to 
the question No. 15. 

80. The consumption of ganja or bhang is prac- 
tised in company to a slight extent, but in soli- 
tude to a considerable extent. It is mainly con- 
fined to adult males, It is not usual for children 
to consume ganja or bhang. 

$1, As vice has more false charms than virtue, 
the human nature, being frail, easily falls under the 
clutches of the former ; and as ganja or bhang is a 
vice, the habit of consuming it is easily formed, 
There is also a tendency in the case of ganja and 
bhang for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

82, On the Maha Shivaratri day a few people of 
the higher classes drink bhang. This custom has 
a religious aspect, but it is not regarded as essential, 
Though it is temperate at the beginning, it is likely 
to lead in the Jong run to the formation of habit. 

33, The consumption of ganja and bhang is 
regarded as a vice, because it blunts the mental fa- 
culties, and therefore it is generally in disrepute, 

34, To forego the consumption of ganja or 
bhang is not a serious privation to any class of con- 
sumers. It is a luxury to take to its use, and has 
n> beneficial effects on the constitution. 

35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of ganja 
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and bhang. These drugs will never be used illicitly, 
The cultivation of hemp should be at once stopped, 
as the poppy cultivation is stopped. The prohibition 
will not cause any serious discontent among the 
consumers, and will not therefore amount to a poli- 
tical danger. The prohibition will be followed by 
Spare to tobacco, but not to alcoholic stimu- 
ants, 


36. There is no reason to suppose that alcohol 
is now being substituted for ganja or bhang, 


38. Flat ganja is little more strong than “chur” 
ganja. 

39, The smoking of ganja is more injurious than 
eating or drinking it (ganja is sometimes used as 
bhang) ; for to smoke is to inhale the gas that is 
produced, which seriously affects the breast and 
produces cough. It affects the brains also, and 
makes the consumer senseless, 


4(), In nervous diseases the use of ganja is pre- 
scribed by some native doctors. It is also used 
in cattle diseases, 


41, The moderate habitual use of ganja and 
bhang is beneficial in its effects so far as it gives 
staying-power under severe exertion or exposure, or 
alleviates fatigue aud acts like a prevention of dis- 
ease in malarious and unhealthy tracts, In no 
other way it can be said beneficial, 


42. The moderate habitual use of ganja and 
bhang is not harmless, It impairs the constitution 
and makes the man lazy and careless. It causes 
asthma in the long run, 


43, Moderate consumers are generally inoffen- 
sive to their neighbours. 

44, To the habitual consumers the moderate use 
of ganja and bhang is little refreshing and does not 
produce intoxication. It neither allays hunger nor 
creates appetite. These effects last only for a 
couple of hours. The want of subsequent gratifi- 
cation produces longing and uneasiness, but not so 
much as in case of other narcotic drugs or alcoholic 
stimulants. 


45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang produces noxious effects (physical, mental 
and moral), It impairs the constitution ; injures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, causes asthma, 
deadens the intellect, and produces slight insanity, 
which is of a temporary character, The symptoms 
of insanity may be re-induced by the use of these 
drug's after liberation from restraint. 

46, In ease of excessive habitual consumers the 
effects referred to in my answer to question No. 
45, take place earlier, while in case of habitual 
moderate consumers they take a longer time, 


47, As children generally follow im the footsteps 
of their parents when they become of age, so the 
children of the moderate consumer are affected to 
an imperceptible degree at least. 


48, The above remarks hold good in the case of 
habitual excessive use also. 


49, The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
practised as an aphrodisiac, The use for this pur- 
pose is more injurious than their use as an ordinary 
narcotic, because in the long run it tends to produce 
impotency. 

50. In case of excessive use the effects are more 
serious. 


58. The excessive indulgence in ganja and bhang 
incites a man to commit acts of violence. 

54, To fortify themselves to commit a premedi- 
tated act of violence criminals do not use these 
drugs. 

3B2 
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55. Criminals do sometimes induce their victims 
to partake ganja or bhang to stupefy them, but 
no complete stupefaction can be effected without 
admixture of dhatura seeds. 


o 


6 


56. When tobacco is mixed with ganja it modi- 
fies the bad effects of the latter, and therefore ganja 
is never smoked without the admixture of tobaceo. 





36. Lvidence of Kuasa AppuL Baxi, Money-lender, Mehkarv, Buldana District. 


8, Ganja is generally cultivated in the Akola 
district. 

4, Though it is known by different names, still 
it is the produce of one plant. 


5. Climate temperate, land well-prepared, rain 
middling, is required. In other two seasons 
sufficient well water is required. 


6. Cannot give any information regarding 
growth of wild hemp. As regards cultivated crop, 
the thinner it is the better. 

7, Ganja and bhang are produced in Sutala 
tahsil, Khamgaon. Extent of cultivation cannot 
be told, as it depends on the pleasure of the culti- 
vator, 

8. The area has decreased recently, because the 
cultivator has to undergo considerable responsibility 
regarding the crop. 

9. It is sown dense in the month of Ashad. 
When the plants grow bigger, a plant called 
bhangra, which grows in the crop, is weeded out, 
because it spoils the main crop, 

10. There is no special class of persons who 
cultivate hemp. They are of the same classes as 
other agricultural cultivators, 

11. The ganja grown this side is from the seed 
of cultivated hemp. 

12, The male plant, called bhangra, which grows 
in the new crop, 1s extirpated. 


13, There is no special restriction. Government 
gives permission on payment of some fees, This 
is the practice in all districts. 

14, Ganja and bhang are prepared in this pro- 
vince, not charas, Ganja and bhang are prepared 
in almost all places. 


15, Ganja means the bud of the hemp plant, 
bhang the flower of the bud, and charas is the 
resinous matter on the leaves of the plant. If 
ganja is to be smoked, it is washed with water 
and smoked after mixiag it with tobacco. Some 
eat ganja without mixing it with anything else. 
For drinking the leaves are pounded and mixed 
with sugar, pepper, milk, etc. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant. The same is the case with ganja and 
charas, 

17. There is no restriction in any classes of the 
the people. But generally the gosais and bairagis 
make the intoxicating preparations, 

18, The three drugs will remain in their origi- 
nal state for considerable number of days. Pre- 
parations thereof will not remain for many days, 
If good care is taken the three drugs will remain 
for two or three years, They lose their effects by 
exposure. If care is taken on this point, they 
may remain possibly for a longer time. 


19. Ganja is used for smoking only. Charas is 
used for smoking and eating also, Both these are 
used as medicines also, so their use is general, 


20. The practice of smoking ganja and charas 


is in all classes of people. Proportion is not 
known. 


——_ mr 
a 
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21, Round ganja is more preferred for smoking. 
22, Native charas is generally used. Foreign 
charas is not imported. 


23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24, Poor people generally eat and drink bhang. 
This practice is prevalent in the persons who live 
in religious places. 

25. The use of ganja, bhang and charas is on 
the decrease. Itis due to education that the people 
are lately given. 

29. Dhatura is mixed with this drug in order to 
increase intoxication. The roots of jowari and 
kuner are also mixed for the same reason, 

30. The use of these drugs is practised more in 
company. It is mainly confined to the male sex, 
young and old. However, females of bairagis and 


gosais also use them. Children never consume any 
of these drugs. 


31. Yes; the habit is easily formed by company, 
and once used to it cannot break it off without diffi- 
culty, 


Yes; there is a tendency for the moderate habit 
to develop mto the excessive, 


32, These drugs are used on Shivaratri day and 
Shimga holidays. 


33, The drugs being intoxicating, their use is 
not considered respectable by the public. 


34. If the use of these drugs is stopped it would 
not do much harm, 


39, Smoking ganja is more injurious than eating 
or drinking, for by smoking the smoke enters in 
the chest and its filth accumulates in the chest. 

+0. Native doctors use these drugs in medicines, 


They are used in the treatment of cattle disease 
also, 


+1. The use of the said three drugs would very 
possibly give staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure or alleviate fatigue, If it is used ina 
country which is cold or where the climate is bad, 
it will not be possibly beneficial. These drugs will 
not be beneficial in any other way. 


42, Moderate use of these drugs also will not be 
beneficial for......... (incomplete). 


43, Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 


44, It produces no immediate effect on habitual 
consumers, If habitual consumers will not drink 
they will feel tired, and they will not be able to do 
their ordinary work without drinking. It has 
some effect on the consumer. It allays hunger ; 
does not create it. The effect lasts for three or 
four hours. The after-effects are weakness and 
laziness, 


45, Moderate use of any of these drugs also pro- 
duce bad effects. It isinjurious in every way. It 
produces bile and asthma; it makes one lazy; it 
accustoms one to whoremongery for some time ; 
retards intellect ; and brings on madness. But it 
remains for some days, and the use does not deprive 
the madness ; the consumer becomes actually mad. 


46, Excessive use of the said drugs will lead to 
worse effects. 
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47, The use of the said drugs does not appear to 
be a hereditary habit. It affects the health of the 
children of the moderate consumer, 


48. If moderate use is injurious, excessive use 
habitually must be more so. 

51, There is no large proportion of bad characters 
who are habitual moderate consumers of any of 


these drugs, Moderate consumers are criminals of 
general or special character. 


52, Those who use these in excess are more bad 
characters and more addicted to crime generally. 


53. It cannot be trusted when and what crime 
will these excessive consumers do. One bairagi 
murdered a woman at Shendurjana, Mehkar tahsil, 
while under intoxication, and he was sentenced for 
it. 


55. In order to futher their object, criminals 


3] 
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induce their victims to partake of any of these drugs 
to stupefy them, In the case of persons not accus- 
tomed to the use of these drugs, complete stupefae- 
tion can be used without admixture. 


56, The effects of using hemp in moderation and 
in excess, modified by the admixture of other sub- 
stances, are different, i.¢., bad effects are seen on the 
health and intellect of those who use them in excess. 


66. It is not necessary to have different rates of 
taxation for different kinds of ganja. 


68. In our province license has to be taken out 
for selling the said drugs, 


69. The people are consulted before a new shop 
is opened, and it is necessary to consult people in 
such matters, This is now done indirectly ; but it 
is necessary to take direct opinions, 
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EVIDENCE OF AJMERE-MERWARA 
WITNESSES 





1. Evidence of Mz. G. Brnnerr, Abkari Inspector, Ajmere. 


1. Supervision of importation, cultivation and 
sales, 

2. Yes; except that only the flat ganja is im- 
ported for sale in the Ajmere-Merwara districts. 
The drugs are named charas, ganja, bhang and 
majum. Majum is a sweetmeat composed of sugar 
and bhang. 

4, Yes; bhang ganja tree. 


5. I believe the wild hemp plant grows on any 
cultivated Jand if it has sufficient supply of water. 


6. It grows very dense on the hills about Kus- 
sowli, 

7. Very little. 

(c) For use as bhang only, 

(d) For its fibre. 

In the malis’ gardens generated spontaneously, 


8. There has been a decrease within the last 
eight years. The drug contractor offers such a 
low rate for the bhang grown within the district. 


9, The seed of the hemp plants is sown in beds 
about six feet square, on Jand adjacent to a well or 
stream, where it can have a good supply of water. 


10, In this province I have only known malis 
and fakirs growing it. 

11 and 12, Not known, 

13. No restriction to cultivation, but that the 
produce must be sold to the Government Contractor. 
The seed germinates during the rainy season. 

14, Only bhang. Such plants as are found 
growing are marked, and the production thereof is 
sold to the Government Drug Contractor. 

15. Ganja is the flower of the plant. Charas is 
made from juice extracted from the stem of the 
plant, Bhang is the dry leaf. Charas and ganja 
are smoked as tobacco in the huka. Bhang is 
mixed with a little lime and eaten. It is also used 
for making a cooling drink (sherbet), 

16. Under section 7 of the Excise Act, XXII of 
1881, no person is allowed to possess more than 4 
seer of bhang. I have not seen either ganja or 
charas made, but I should think it could be made 
from the wild hemp plant. 

17, Such as falkirs, mahajans and Chaubes, 

18, Yes; it will become quite useless in time, 
Causes of deterioration not known, 

19. T have only known it to be used for smok- 
ing. 

20, Fakirs, mahajans and Chaubes. The pro- 
portion is not known to me. In the cities and 
villages. 

21, I have only seen that flat ganja usedin the 
Ajmere-Merwara districts. 

22, Foreign. From the Punjab. 

23, I have not known bhang used for smoking. 

24, Mahajans and Chaubes through the district 
eat and drink bhang. 


25, According to the Drug Contractor’s state- 
ment, the consumption of drug is on the decrease. 


26. Not known. 
27. Mahajans and Chaubes. Not known. 


29. Dhatura is mixed with charas. I do not 
know bhang massala. 


30. Drugs are used, both private and public, by 
both sexes throughout life. 


31, The habit to become a drug consumer is 
easily formed. It is very difficult to leave it off. 
A moderate consumer will in time become exces- 
sive. 

32. Drugs are used at marriages, festivals, com- 

mittees and fairs, It is necessary as a respect to 
take bhang. The quantity taken in these cases, 1 
don’t think, would either form a habit or be injuni- 
ous. 
_ 83, With disgust, in respectable society. I be- 
heve the respectable public have an aversion to all 
drugs. I don’t know of the hemp plant being 
worshipped by any class of people, 

34, A person who has become an habitual ding 
consumer is useless if he cannot get his prescribed 
quantity at the time he is in the habit of taking it. 

35. (a) It would cause discontent. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) It would be unwise to attempt to prohibit 
the consumption, It may be heavily taxed to 
decrease the consumption, but I should not recom- 
mend any other course to be adhered to, 


(7) Yes. 
36. No, except when drugs cannot be obtained. 


87. The persons who smoke either are easily 
induced to commit any act of violence, but the 
charas smoker is the most dangerous, 


38. All the same. 

39. and 40, Don’t know. 

41, (4) Yes ; to horses, 

Rajas, Thakurs, Occasionally, 


42, Bhang, moderately used, isharmless. Bhang 
made into sherbet is a very cooling drink for the 
hot season, 


43, Yes, 

44, Don’t know. 

45. (e) Yes. 

51. Yes; and they resort to the consumption of 


ganja or charas to give them nerve to commit the 
crime. 


54 and 55. Yes. 


58. I don’t see that there can be any improve- 
ment on the present working system, 


60. Ganja is not prepared in this district. 
61. Charas is not produced in this district. 


62. There is no general cultivation within this 
district. 


63 and 64, No. 


65. Yes; but I think the taxation should be in- 
creased on all drugs. 
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66. No; the tax should be the same. 69. No; the Collector may authorize a shop to 





67. No, ' ; 
70. Yes; there have been 27 persons prosecuted: 
68. No; the purchaser must take the diug to | for importing illicit ganja, bhang, and charas, and 
his own house or some other place to consume it. {| majum during the past three years, 





2. Evidence of Mx. G, W. Gaver, District Superintendent of Police, Ajmere. 











1. Practically none. Ihave questioned native 29. Ganja. Charas. Bhang. 
experts on the subject. (2) Tobacco, Tobacco, Almonds and black 
2, The definitions may be accepted for Ajmere. pepper. Copper is. 
Flat ganja is called pathar, round ganja is called often inserted to in- 
baluchar, broken ganja is called makoria. The crease the intoxi- 
other products go by the names mentioned in the cating property of 
introductory. Bi liquid, ; 
8. [hear it grows spontaneously in Malwa, parts tye ene Tax 
of the Deccan, and along the North-Western fron- ae eee 
tier from Saharanpur westwards, under the Hima- | t. ‘ “a 
layas, & (4) None that I know of, 
4, Bhang, subji, and buti. Yes. 30. Males mostly take the drugs; women and 
5, Not qualified to say. It grows well, however, children seldom. 
along the Nerbudda river, where the rainfall is | | 31. The habit of, consuming these drugs is formed 
plentiful. in much the same way as that of tobacco smok- 


| ing aud is as easy (or diflieult, as the case may be) 


6. It is said to be dense. tn hkeale Get 


7. L believe that in all about 40 maunds are 


cultivated in the Ajmere district by individuals for 82, The Holi is a festival during which nearly 
their own profit, every person takes bhang, It is not regarded as 


ay t essential. It is generally temperate. No, 
8. Tam told that for the last few years, owing re ; : ? 


to the scanty rainfall, the amount cultivated has 33. When the drug 3 ready, a little is usually 
beeu reduced to the above 40 maunds. When the offered to Mahadeo, but otherwise I do not think 
rainfall is plentiful, probably three times the it comes into the Hindu religion, 
amount is cultivated. 34, It would probably be the most serious pri- 
9. The soil is not carefully prepared, and after Hp to the gosains and bairagis, as they use the 
sowing, the plant is left to itself. 1emp to sustain and nerve them for their arduous 
‘ duties, 
35. No. Yes; by force of arms. Most serious 
discontent. Yes; very probably. 


36, I can’t say. 


10, Cultivators of every class cultivate hemp, 
11, I believe not. 
12, Unable to say. 


13, No, 37. Charas is a much more powerful intoxicant 
14, Yes; bhang to small extent in one licensed | than ganja, 
shop situated in Ajmere, 38, Only in degree: the round is the most power- 
15. Bhang in Ajmere is only prepared from | ful, the flat comes next, 
cultivated plant, and for drinking purposes it is 
mixed with almonds, black pepper, dried rose petals, 
cucumber seeds and other articles according to 
fancy. : : , 
16, (a), (2) and (c)Yes. 40, Bhang is prescribed for weakness, guinea-. 
worms, piles, etc, Yes ; bhang is often prescribed for 
diseases of cattle. 


39. The drinking is less injurious, as the pre- 
paration in consequence of being mixed with non- 
intoxicating articles is weaker, 


17. By all classes, 


18. Yes; all three, it is said, quite lose their Al, Ganja. Charas. Bhang. 
effect after two years in spite of all care. I do not : 2 , 
know the cause of deterioration, nor do I know (2) Yes. Yes. Yes. 
what special measures should be taken to prevent (6) Yes. Yes, Yes, 
deterioration, (c) Yes. Yes, Yes, 


19, Only for smoking, (@) Don’t know any other way. 


All classes. I don’t know proportion, Both, 
42, Ganja, if smoked in moderation, is, I believe, 


as harmless to most people as tobacco smoking. 
There are of course constitutions that it affeets in-- 


20. Most, if not all, classes of natives smoke 
both. 


21. The round is considered best. 
22. Foreign Yarkandi charas is mostly used. 


23. I believe not. juriously, 
. a : 43. As much so as tobacco smokers or 
24, All classes drmk bhang, but it is said Brah-. Trasare, td oy. 


mins are most addicted to it. When it is not ob- 


tainable in the hquid form, it iseaten in the solid 44, Refreshing and-exhilarating-or—intoxicating — 


. . . , o 2 > 
Loma according to constitution. It does not allay hun- 
: ger; it creates appetite. Four hours, Yes ; slack- 

28. Ganja. Charas. Bhang. ness. Yes; more or less longing and uneasiness. 


(a) 1 pice worth. 1 pice worth. 1 pie worth. 


45, As far as I can find out, the moderate use of 
(4) 4 annas worth, 4 annas worth, 2 annas, 


any of these diugs is practically harmless, In 


ee ee ane ane eee aaa 


——said-to-be-addicted_to-drink, opium, ete. 
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every way it is only when mixed with copper or 

dhatura that it becomes harmful. anes 

_ 46, The habitual excessive use of all these drugs 

is said to be harmful in every way, as the consumer 

is always more or Jess in an intoxicated state, store consciousness immediately, 
47 and 48, No. 56. Can’t say. 


55, Often, I believe not, for instance when a 
man has taken as much of any of the hemp drugs 
as it is possible for him to take, although he will 
become quite unconscious, a sharp shock will re- 





tutes use it for this purpose. I believe its use for | tons being eaten, 


this purpose is not more injurious. It is sai 
; said not ‘ ; 
to produce impotence, "ee a whatever, 
». None. 


65 and 66, No. 


67, None. 
63. Yes ; no alteration in the system is re- 


quired, 


50. The same remarks apply. 


51. Bad characters are said to be more addicted 
to all the hemp preparations than other persons, 
probably in the same way that bad characters are 








53. I don’t think it incites to unpremeditated 
crime of any kind. 


54, I have often found that when a crime has 


69. The opening of a shop in a certain locality 
is, I believe, generally petitioned for, and if thought 


| 

j | 
49, Ibelieveso. Iam informed that some prosti- 57. I have never heard of either of these prepara- 
advisable, sanctioned. The system is reasonable 


been premeditated, ganja and charas is taken to | and fair. 
give Dutch courage, 70. No. 





3, Evidence of Surazon-Masor D. Fr, Muuurn, Civil Surgeon, Ajmere. 


1. Information has been collected by enquiring | 21, In this district flat ganja is preferred. 
from the consumers of the drug. 22. Foreign is used, It is imported from the 
2. These products are known by the names of Punjab. 


bhang, ganja and charas. 23. No. 


C 3. a Indian, in the districts of the Punjab and 24, Fakirs, Chaubes and mahajans use bhang in 
cage eae drinking, and sometimes they eat it by mixing 
| some sugar, etc., called majum. 


25, 26, and 27, Not known. 


4. Bhang, charas and ganja. 


5, It grows on cultivated land, where the 
water-supply is sufficient. 


6. Not known. 

7. Yes. 

(a) and (4)No. 

(c) Yes. 

Very little in malis’ gardens and sadhus’ 

(Hindu fakirs’) hamlets. 
8. Not known. 
9. Seeds of the hemp plants are sown in cul- 


| 28. From three pies to one anna. 
29. Dhatura is mixed with ganja and charas, 
| 30. Not known. 
| 31. Yes. 

| 

| 


32, The drugs are excessively used in marriages, 
festivals, and companies. On these occasions, 
bhang is specially used. 

33 and 34. Not known. 


37. Yes; charas smoking is more dangerous 
> D to] 


turable land. than ganja, 
10. Malis and sadhus cultivate the hemp. No 38 and 39, Not known. 

other agriculturists sow the hemp in this district. 40, Yes. Bhang is used as a remedy for cattle 
11 and 12. Not known. disease. | . 
14, Only bhang in malis’ garden and sadhus’ 41, Yes; the moderate use of bhang is beneficial 


for— 
(a) digesting food, 


kotrtes. 
15. Flowers of the plant are called ganja, juice 


is called charas, and leaves are called bhang. (4) alleviating fatigue, . 

Ganja and charas are used for smoking, and bhang (c) preventing disease in unhealthy tracts, 

for eating and drinking. (2) removing habitual constipation. 
16. Bhang is prepared in houses. Men of all classes use occasionally when required, 
17, Fakirs, Chaube Brahmins, and mahajans, 42. Bhang moderately used is thought harmless, 
1S. Yes; it will become quite useless in time, 43. Yes. 


19, Yes; they are used only for smoking. 44, Bhang is refreshing, afterwards produces 
20. Fakirs and sadhus excessively smoke ganja | intoxication in proportion to the quantity taken, 
and charas, and occasionally people of other classes. | It creates appetite. 





4. Evidence of KHAN BAnAvur Da. Suerka Exaut Bux, Government Pensioner 
and Honorary Ugistrate, Ajmere. 
1, My answers are based on my long experience | siddhi, bhang, subji, patti, buti, thandai, and 


of nearly forty years, during which period I have | bijaya. There are no other names of charas, but 
been a Nivve doctor. ganja is termed suJpha as well. 


2, Yes. The different names of bhang are 19, Ganja and charas are only used for smoking. 
vol. vii. 30 
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23, Bhang is never smoked. Penniless beggars, 
when they fail to procure charas and ganja, do 
sometimes use bhang for smoking, but the intoxi- 
cation produced is very slight : stall it affords a tem- 
porary satisfaction, This is rarely done im places 
where ganja cannot be had. 


28. A moderate consumer can drink bhang from 
3 mashas to 1 tola at a time. Ganja and 
charas too can be smoked in similar quantities. 
Government contractors supply a tola of bhang for 
two pies. Where there is no contract, it can be 
had gratis. Government Contractors charge an 
anna per tola for ganja and three annas per tola 
for charas, Where there is no contract, ganja can 
be had at three pies per tola, and charas at six pies 
per tola, Excessive consumers can drink a quarter 
seer of bhang at a time, and can smoke five tolas 
of ganja or charas during the whole day. 


29, Moderate consumers mix sonf, kasni, rose 
flowers, cucumber seeds, coriander, almonds, and 
black pepper with bhang in summer, and in winter 
nutmeg, mace, saffron, pepper, almonds, pista, 
etc. Nobles sometimes add musk and amber 
to the above. Excessive consumers mix dhatura 
seeds. Charas and ganja smokers mix raw or 
prepared tobacco with them. Opium is never 
mixed with any of these drugs. By mixing the 
bhang with butter and sugar they prepare majum 
sometimes to render the intoxication jexcessive. 
Dhatura seeds are also mixed, especially in Native 
States. Nux-vomica, opium, kaneer, cantharides, 
and betel-nut are never mixed with these drugs in 
this part of the country. If mixed, they render 
the mixture better. Gulkand is prepared by mix- 
ing bhang, butter, rose flowers and sugar-candy. 
Yakuti is made by mixing mava (condensed boiled 
milk), sugar, almonds, pista, raisms, and rose or 
keora waters. To obtain bhang butter they have to 
boil bhang leaves with milk ; then the milk is turned 
into curd and churned, The butter thus obtained 
is used in majum and other preparations, 


30, These drugs are sometimes used in loneliness, 
but generally in company. Nearly 80 per cent. of 
the consumers use them in company. Males of all 
ages use them, Such of the females as prostitutes 
and those that keep drug shops do sometimes use 
them in the company of male consumers. Other 
women do sometimes, but rarely drink bhang and 
eat yakuti or majum on Holi or marriage ocea- 
sions, But females, except the wives of sadhus 
and sakins, never smoke ganja or charas. Boys of 
ten or twelve years of age do sometimes drink bhang 
on Holi, In dancing parties on Holi and marriage 
occasions people sometimes distribute majum. 


31, The habit of consuming these drugs can easily 
be formed by using them in company for some time. 
It can be easily broken off. Those who break off 
have to suffer pain in the limbs and sometimes in 
the whole body, and have to yawn constantly for 
three days. Water flows from the eyes, appetite 
diminishes, and the person suffers from constipa- 
tion. After the expiration of the said period the 
person feels no desire for these drugs. This can 
be done in the case of both the moderate and ex- 
cessive consumers, ‘There is no tendency in any of 
these drugs for the moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive. 7 
' $2. On the Holi and Shivaratri festivals the 
drinking of bhang is looked upon asa religious, 
and im marriages and entertainments as a social, 


custom. It is generally temperate and does not 


lead to form a habit, 
36. No, 


87. The effects of charas are felt immediatel 
after smoking ; that of ganja some five minutes after, 


ac te TSE 


Bhang brings on intoxication a quarter of an hour 
after drinking, and it lasts for more than six hours. 
The intoxication created by charas lasts an hour, 
and that of ganja 30 or 40 minutes, Bhang 
excites appetite; charas and ganja diminish it, 
Charas and ganja smoking creates warmth, Ex- 
cessive smoking sometimes brings on senselessness, 
Bhang is aphrodisiac. 
39. Please see reply to question No, 23. 


40. Vaids, hakims and native doctors do pre- 
scribe the use of these drugs on account of their 
medicinal properties for dysentery, diarrhwa, cholera, 
want of maser sleep, hydrophobia, spermatorrhea, 
tetanus, neuralgia, delirium, and rheumatic affec- 
tions. These drugs also remove fatigue. When 
an elephant suffers from aguabai, the ‘symptoms of 
which are trembling of the body, hasty perspira- 
tion, sores in throat and excessive warmth in the 
body, native doctors prescribe bhang. If not 
attended to immediately, the elephant dies within 
three hours, The administration of bhang with 
other medicines thrice cures the animal. When 
the elephant becomes must and lustful and does not 
eat, bhang with other medicines proves very effec- 
tive. A camel can be cured of tetanus by giving 
him on three alternate days—bhang a quarter seer, 
sugar one seer, oil one-and-half seer. Bhang is 
sometimes given to a horse in the case of stomach- 
ache or for removing fatigue. It is never given to 
buffaloes, cows, bullocks and goats. Ganja and 
charas are never prescribed on account of their 
medicinal properties. 

41, The moderate use of bhang is )eneficial in 
its effects (a).as a food accessory ; (J) to alleviate 


| fatigue; (¢) it is aphrodisiac. Charas and ganja 


give temporary staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure and alleviate fatigue, They serve as 
febrifuge or preventive of disease in malarious 
tracts, 


42. The moderate use of bhang may be harmless, 
but not its excessive use. 

44, The use of these drugs is not refreshing, 
The other advantages and disadvantages have 
already been explained in the other answer. After 
the intoxication is over the consumer feels dull and 
lazy, his limbs ache, and he suffers from constipa- 
tion and want of appetite. The want of subse- 


quent gratification produces a longing and un- 
easiness, 


45, The habitual moderate use of bhang does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical, mental, or 
moral, but that of ganja and charas does, Ganja 
and charas smoking impair the constitution, injure 
the digestion, and cause loss of appetite, but the 
moderate use of bhang does not. Ganja and charas 
smoking impairs the moral sense and induces lazi- 
ness, but not habits of debauchery, But bhang 
creates a habit of debauchery, The use of these 
drugs deadens the intellect and produces insanity, 
Their effects are exciting and not predisposing cause 
of insanity, They bring on melancholia and mo- 
nomania. The insanity is temporary, and the 
symptoms may be recites by use of the drug. 

nsanes do admit the use of the drug. The moder- 
ate use of Lhang does afford relief to mental 
anxiety. A porter, named Karim Bux, of Ajmeie, 
aged 30 years, ran mad hy the excessive use of ganja 
and charas. He returned to the hmatic asylum no 
less than fifteen or twenty times, and at last died 
in the asylum. He admitted that, owing to weak- 
ened intellect, after liberation from restraint, he 
could not exercise self-control and keep himself 
from the further use of the drugs. 


46, Excessive consumers of these drugs get very 
thin, Their lungsdo not work well, and they soon 
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suffer from bronchitis and asthma. They eventually ; © 56. This has been replied to 
run mad. tion No. 29. 


47, No, 57. Ganja and charas are never eaten and drunk. 

48, The effect of excessive use of these drugs is | When bhang is not procurable, the ganja leaves 
not hereditary. The children of excessive consu- are sometimes drunk in the Deccan. The intox- 
mers do not fall into the habit of using these drugs | ication thereby produced is stronger than that of 
and have a sound reason, hemp. 

49. The moderate use of bhang is practised as an 
aphrodisiac. Prostitutes do use it with that object, 
Bhang does not bring on impotence, 


in answer to ques+ 


i In conclusion, as these drugs are very cheap and 

can be easily procured, people get into the habit of 
using them excessively. It would therefore be pro- 
50. Excessive use of these drugs does render the | per to adopt means to render them dearer. 
consumer impotent. | 





5. Evidence of AscHUR ALI Kuan, Hospital Assistant, Ajmere Dispensary. 


1, When I was at Peshawar on military duty { charas and ganja is easily formed. To check this 
there was a Kahar in the army, He was much | bad habit is very difficult ; and there is a tendency 
habituated to smoking charas and ganja, and also | in the case of any of these drugs for the moderate 
I caw some bhang drinkers in Ajmere. I answer | habit to develop into the excessive ; for intoxication 
the questions by the aid of medical books, of these diugs produces grotesque aspects, and 

19. Genesally charas and ganja are used only therefore always tends to increase his habit of 
for smoking by the common class of people for | ™toxicaticn, 
indulgence and for medicinal purposes. Ganja and 32, Only bhang is used for religious and social 
charas are used by the doctors and hakims for | matters in Holi festival by the Hindus in form of 
anodyne and antispasmodic action in the form of | dudia, Bhang, as stated in question 29, and bhang 
tincture specially, and are also used for removing | lozenges or majum. Under its intoxication they 


constipation and headache and others. play Holi with each other ; but this custom is not 
23. I think that it is not used for smoking, for | cousidered generally, for many Hindus never drink 
I never saw anybody smoking bhang. bhang, even in the Holi festival, and it is generally 


29. By the bhang drinkers the following things cee a It is likely to tend to the formation 
Rate oe a Pe : of the habit. 
are mixed into its liquor :—black pepper, carda- ; 
mom and salt, These things aie mixed ordinarily 40, Bhang, charas, and ganja are used by many 
to change its flavour, and exceptionally sugar, milk, | doctors in the treatment of diseases, and also bhang 
rose flower petals and almonds with the ordinary | is used for the remedy of the cattle diseases, as 
maxssala to change its colour, taste, and produce a | loss of appetite, etc. 
little fragrancy, Sometimes dhatura seeds are put | 4.1, Moderate use of bhang is beneficial in its 
into its liquor to give more intoxication than the | effects as a food accessory and digestive, alleviating 
simple bhang, Dhatura, opium, betel-nut are also | fatigue, preventing malarious diseases in unhealthy 
used in the same manner, Inguedients are stated | tracts, and removing habitual constipation. In 
above. reality smoking of charas and ganja is very harm- 
80. The man who uses bhang for medicinal | ful in its effects, 
purposes uses it in solitude, and men who use it In conclusion, in my opinion a very heavy tax 
for indulgence use it in society, and Jaugh and joke | should be placed on charas and ganja, so that 
with each other in its intoxication, Such is the | common persons may not get it easily for indul- 
case with charas and ganja, and it is mainly con- | pence. Charas and ganja should not be sold by 
fined to the male sex; for I do not know any | the common shopkeepers ; but they should be got 
female using any of these diugs for indulgence by the medical halls in the cities and in the towns 
except the prostitutes. It is not usual for children | and tahsilis ; so that persons may not get them 
to consume any of these drugs. | easily to form their habit of intoxication to impair 
3]. The habit of drinking bhang and smoking | their healths. 





6. Evidence of ABpuL Kayum, Hakim, Ajmere,* 


19. Ganja and charas are often used for smok- massala. Of course tobacco is mixed with ganja 
ing, and I do not know if they are used in any | and charas. 
other way. Sometimes they are used admixtured 30. In this part of the country Hindus are ad- 
with majum (confection) for sexual purposes. | dicted to the consumption of bhang. Females 
Their pills mixed with treacle are used as cure for | very seldom use it, Hindus use it in solitude as 
the bite of a mad dog. : well as in company feastings, Lower class people 
23, In this part of the country bhang is not and fakirs generally use charas, The use of these 
known to be used for smoking. drugs is not limited to any particular period of 
29, Ingredients of bhang ordinarily are almonds, oe age, It is not usual for children to consume _— 
* and sugarcandy, but sometimes to em. tes 
ae tie taste Gail ee dhs mie In the winter 31. Among Hindus the habit of drinking bhang 
season consumers add some musk and saffron to | is easily formed, because on certain occasions it is 
avoid its evil effects, and in summer kasni and cu- | used amongst them as a custom ; consequently 
cumber seed to cause discharge of urine freely, and | they get used to it, and if they do not get it at the 
anise and rose flowers to remove constipation, I | appointed time, their limbs begin to pain, and the 
do not know of any special preparation as bhang | feel altogether out of sorts ; hence it is difficult to 
* Translation. 
vol. vis 3c2 
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break off. Moderation and excess depend on one’s 
temperament, 


32. The consumption of these drugs is due to 
custom, and is not enjoined by any _ religion, 
Hindus generally use bhang on marriage occasions, 
or when they are in a large company with a view 
to feast. On such occasions the use of these drugs 
is considered essential by way of custom, and 
persons do often use them to an excess. Certainly, 
owing to these customs, people contract a habit for 
consumption of these drugs. 

36, In this part of the country alcohol is never 
substituted for bhang. A person used to bhang, 
charas or ganja will never he satisfied until he 
gets the particular drug to which he is habituated. 
To a certain extent opium may be substituted for 
it. 

37. The effects of charas and ganja are very 
nearly identical; the only difference is that ganja 
produces its effects sooner than charas, Charas 
and ganja cause sleepiness and affect lungs. The 
bhang, having in it two different properties, at 
first increases appetite and afterwards produces 
bilious matter, 


59. I have never heard that any preparation of 
the hemp plant is used in smoking, but for drink- 
ing or mixing with majum or gulkand (confec- 
tion). Its oil is used in confections, which is ex- 
tracted by boiling it with milk. Its excessive use 
sometimes produces melancholia, 


40. In some diseases Hindus are prescribed 
bhang. It is also used for treatment of cattle- 
disease. 

41. With my experience, I do not know if 
ganja and charas ever produce beneficial effects ; 
their evil effects are many. No doubt bhang is 
useful to appetite and digestion. It is also used to 
ward off fever in special cases. It alleviates 
fatigue after severe labour of habitual consumers. 

42. As far as my experience goes, ganja and 
charas are injurious to health, whether used moder- 
ately or otherwise, Lecause they affect brain and 
lungs, contrary to bhang, which, if used moder- 
ately, is not injurious, but beneficial, 

44, Bhang brings on intoxication after some time 
even to habitual consumers, contrary to ganja and 
charas, which produce it at once. The bhang intoxi- 
cation creates appetite ; its effects depend on the 
temperament of the consumers, who feel giddiness 
and breaking of lim)s if they would not get it. 


45, Bhang in the beginning produces refrésh- 
ment, brightness on face, increases hunger and sex- 
ual power, but in the end induces laziness, eiddiness, 
causes darkness in vision, mania, melancholia and 
dropsy. Ganja and charas cause insanity, bron- 
chitis andasthma. These drugs, even in moderate 
use, produce bronchitis, pain and_ sleepiness. 
Debauchees use them for sexual power; their 
excessive use impairs intellect. In the beginning 
they produce temporary effects. As soon as intoxi- 
cation increases, irritation begins, which affects 
brain, and at last does injury. As long as its 
effect is temporary, insanity too, which may be 
caused by it, wil be temporary; when it fully 
affects the brain, insanity caused will take its root. 
After temporary liberation, people may be addicted 
to the drugs when re-used. 


46, The excessive use of bhang is also injurious, 
and produces the diseases mentioned above. 


47, The moderate use, so long as it has not fully 
produced its effect on mental powers, does not affect 
children. 


48, The children of those persons who consume 
these drugs excessively are weak. Their excessive 
use 18 a preventive even to beget children. 

49, Prostitutes generally use these drugs, especi- 
ally bhang. It first increases sexual power, but in 
the end tends to produce impotence, Its excessive 
use is injurious, but moderate use is beneficial in 
special cases, Ganja and charas are primarily used 
for sexual power, to which they are injurious in the 


| end. When bhang is excessively used, it too dimi- 


i 


nishes sexual power. 


50. The evil effects arising from the excessive 
use of these drugs have been detailed above. 


56. The ingredients of bhang, which are ordinari- 
ly mixed, have been described above, Their ad- 
mixture modifies its effects, Charas and ganja 
without any admixture produce irritation and con- 
fusion in brain, In this district consumers do not 
appear to mix opium and nux-vomica with these 
drugs. If they do so, it will tend to cause death, 

57. As far as my experience goes, I can say 
that even the moderate use of these drugs is injun- 
ous to health; especially the age of ganja and 
charas consumers shortens, and various diseases, 
such as asthma, bronchitis, etc., are produced. 

Even the moderate use of bhang in the end 
weakens liver and mental powers. 





7. Evidence of Javxy Aman Hansa, Batd, ajmere.* 


19, Ganja and charas are only used in smoking, 
and they do not appear to be used for any other 
purpose. Ganja is used for some medicinal pur- 
pose even in this country. 


23. Bhang is never used for smoking, or if it be 
ever used as such, I never saw or heard of it in 
Marwar and Meywar. 


28, The consumers of these drugs might know 
their average allowance and cost. Some people 
take bhang in one masha dose, some more than 
this. At first they use it in small quantity ; there 
is no fixed dose for it, I know nothing of its 
price; those who sell it know about it, Bhang, 
ganja and charas are habitually used—some use 
moderately. 


29, Bhang is usually taken mixed with black 
pepper. Some people mix it with certain in- 
gredients (massala) according to their tempera- 


| 
| 
| 


ments. Those who are of malarial temper take 
with it ajwayan, cloves, saffron and almonds, and 
those who are of bilious temper mix it with 
cardamom, cucumber seeds, anise, rose flowers, and 
sugarcandy or sugar, and those of lymphatic 
temperament use it with cloves, saffron and ginger. 
The constipated men take it with anise, rose 
flowers, almonds and black pepper. The bhang 
drunkard does not mix in it dhatura, nux-vomica, 
kanair (a kind of Hindustani poisonous tree), 
opium and betel-nuts, When oil is extracted from 
bhang, dhatura and kanair root are mixed with it. 
The opm consumers when they drink bhang do 
not put opium in it, nor do people mix opium with 
bhang when they extract oil from it. 

30. Some people take this drug secretly, some 
daily and some in company with their friends and 
in marriage-feasting parties with their caste-fellows, 
I do not know to what extent they are used. 


®Translation. 
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‘They are confined tomales only, I have neither 
seen nor heard females smoking ganja and charas, 
In some countries females drink bhang or take it 
in yakuli (a kind of confection) and gulsand (rose 
flower confection). It is not usual for children to 
consume these drugs. In old age some people use 
bhang with some cathartics, 


31. Habit of consuming these drugs is easily 
formed incompany, It is difficult to break it off ; 
and if broken, it brings on diseases, such as loss of 
appetite, breaking of limbs, indigestion, giddiness, 
feeling fatigue on work, At first it is taken in 
little quantity, but some increase it gradually and 
some not. 


32. The consumption of these drugs is not allowed 
in religious laws (Diaram Shaster), but they are 
used socially or habitually. Bhang is drunk on 
occasions of marriages and dinner partics, but so 
doing is not considered to be the custom. Its 
continual use converts into habit. It is not harm- 
ful to habitual drunkards, but in case they leave 
it, it will be injurious to them. 

36. Men addicted to these drugs do not sub- 
stitute wine for them ; and if any one will do so, it 
will do him some injury and be against his religion 
as well. I do not know if any one substitutes it. 
Some use opium for bhang. In some countries 
wine is drunk for bhang, but it is injurious. 

87. The difference between the effects of ganja 
and charas is that ganja brings on intoxication 
soon, which lasts shortly, but. charas brings it on 
gradually, which lasts longer, Bhang brings on 
less intoxication than these two: it produces its 
effect too late, but it lasts longer. It is less in- 
jurious than ganja and charas. 

39, Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
and not for eating and drinking, 

Bhang is taken with yahkuti and gulkand (rose 
flower confection) or drunk like liquor. Smoking 
of ganja and charas causes certain diseases, riz., 
it corrupts bram, produces irritation of throat, 
mania, bronchitis, asthma, 

Confection of bhang is used as a tonic. Con- 
sumers of bhang in the first stage feel heat, redness 
in both eyes, excitement in brain, creation of ap- 
petite, and sexual excitement, but in the second 
stage, when its effect subsides, it causes coldness 





refreshing. These drugs produce intoxication, 
create appetite, their effects depend upon the tem- 
perament of consumers. When their intoxication 
subsides it does injury instead of any beneficial 
effects. Excessive use produces senselessness, cold- 
ness, laziness, and is very injurious, 

45. Ganja and charas are very injurious, 
especially to mental powers, and bhang to physical 
and not mental power. Ganja and charas increase 
appetite, but are not digestive, while bhang is 
beneficial to both. Ganja and charas produce 
bronchitis and asthma, and bhang cures dysentery. 
These drugs impair moral sense, induce laziness and 
debauchery. Ganja and charas smoking impairs 
intellect and causes insanity ; excessive use of bhang 
too produces these effects, but not its moderate use. 
The mania caused by ganja and charas lasts for 
ever and that by bhang can be cured. The sufferer 
of mania caused by the use of ganja and charas is 
violent, while that of bhang is generally quiet, but 
seldom violent. I never saw any man suffering 
from mental anxiety or brain disease who drank 
bhang for relief from this complaint and became 
insane. I am of opinion that insanity may tend 
to indulgence in the use of hemp drugs by persons 
who are of weak intellect and unsteady mind. 

46, Excessive use of any of these drugs is in- 
jurious. The consumer hecomes mad and dies 
soon, 


47, It cannot be known that the habitual moder- 
ate use of any of these drugs is hereditary. It 
seldom affects the children of moderate consumers, 

43. The same as explained in answer No. 47, 

49, Use of these drugs creates sexual desire in 
proportion to the doses taken, Prostitutes too in 
some places use them as aphrodisiac. Their use 
for this purpose is more injurious than ordinary. 
They cause loss of semen, lung and brain diseases, 
and weakness, 

50, The excessive use of any of these drugs is 
injurious and produces various diseases. 

56, The use of these drugs with the admixture 
of dhatura, kanair (a kind of Hindustani poisonous 
tree), nux-vomica, opium, and betel-nut, etc., is 
injurious to moderate consumers and not to those 
who use it excessively, 


57. Ganja and charas, in this country, are 





40, Ganja and charas being injurious are never 
prescribed by baids. As stated in Yajur Veda 
Shaster, bhang is prescribed in certain diseases to 
which it is useful. It is used in the treatment of 
cattle-disease, 


41, Bhang without ganja and charas creates 
appetite, digests food, increases strength (physique), 
and is beneficial to cholera, bronchitis, asthma, 
dysentery, hemorrhoids, paralysis, loss of blood 
from uterus, brings on sleep, and generates bilious 
matter, It is prescribed mixed with other medi- 
eines. Yakuti (confection) prepared of bhang 
alleviates fatigue after severe labour, In cases of 
intermittent and other fevers, such as continued, 
quotidian, tertian, etc., itis very useful when given 
with cathartics. 

42, Without ganja and charas bhang is bene- 
ficial, 





neither eaten nor drink, 


In conclusion, in my opinion, ganja and charas 
are for the use of devotees generally. They use 
them because these drugs in the first place extin- 
guish desire for sexual intercourse and in the 
second place they feel with them very little effects 
of cold in winter season, feel no necessity for cloth- 
ing, and if at any time they cannot get food they 
take these drugs only, and do not mind for it. 
The use of these drugs is prohibited to ordinary 
people because they do them injury, lose sexual 
power, cause sterility, impair brain, and produce 
insanity. Bhang is not so injurious as ganja and 
charas. On some occasions it is useful, as, when a 
jeweller drinks 1+ he examines jewels, when jogis 
(fakirs) use it they devote their minds to the wor- 
ship of God, and adulterer for adultery. Besides 
these it; cures diseases, such as cough, paralysis, 


cholera, is digestive and refreshing, increases 
seminal powers, and produces sleep. Ganja and 








44. The effects of ganja and charas have been 


stated in answer No, 37, The use of bhang is 





charas are also prescribed in certain diseases to 
which they are beneficial. 
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EVIDENCE OF COORG WITNESSES. 





1, Evidence of Mr. A. Boppanna, Planter, Bepunaad, Green Hills, Coorg. 


1. I have seen wild hemp plants growing, and | 
have also seen people who have used hemp dings 
and also seen them smoking ganja. I also heard 
from others using the hemp drugs, 


2. Subji is also called here by the name of 
“ ramyrasa.” 


3. Smokers throw the seeds around their huts, 
and there they grow wildly. 


4, Jaday bhangi and phoo bhangi. 


5. They grow in the months of May and June, 
particularly on burnt soil, and they require 50 to 
60 inches of rain, They grow on lands between 
three to five thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. 

6. Ordinarily dense. 

11. They are raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp. 


12. I hear some people cultivate wild hemp, and 
the male plant is extirpated in such cases. 


18. I think it is restricted. People can culti- 
vate after obtaining license in any part of the 
country if the soil is burnt. 


15. The wild female plants, called Jada bhangi, 
are cut down and are exposed to the sun for a day, 
then the branches are collected into bundles and 
are exposed to the sun and dew alternately during 
the nights and days. This continues for two or 
three days, then they are preserved after being 
wrapped up in thick coarse cloths or hambiis, 
The leaves are pounded after being moistened with 


mixed with ganja is made up of dried Bengal gram, 
cardamom, ghee, raisin, almond, sugar, or jagri, 
and also a seed called in Hindustani “tope”? 


3U. Confined to male sex. It is not used by 


children. 


31. Not easily formed, They say it is diffi- 
cult to break off. There is a tendency of moderate 
smoking of ganja, developing into the excessive, 

33, Use of the drug is looked upon by the public 
as detrimental to health, 

34, No; it would not be a serious privation, 


35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
these dimgs. These drugs would be consumed 
illicitly. The prohibition can be enforced by legis- 
lation, to prevent people from cultivating or collect- 
ing the wild plants, from possessing and from pur- 
chasing or selling any of these drugs. Privation 
would oceasion some discontent among the con- 
sumers, but would not be so serious as to amount 
to any political danger, 


41. (6) Smokers say moderate use of ganja is 
leneficial, giving staying-power under severe 
exertion or exposure or to alleviate fatigue, 

(c) I think it is preventive of disease in mala- 
rious and unhealthy tracts. JT refer to moderate 
habitual use, 

42. I think ganja is not beneficial and is not 
harmless, Wecause I find the smokers weak in 
body and in intellect. They always appear to be 


- dull and careless. 


water, and the juice is squeezed out before the 
- hours owing to the smell, 


pounded mass is used for smoking. 

18. They say ganja does not deteriorate in 
keeping if well preserved. The cause of deteriora- 
tion is exposure to the air. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. 

2(), Wild tribes, such as Palayars, Kapalas: 
Karaters, fakirs and bairagis, and Malabar coolies 
and Muhammadans. Individuals here and there 
of the Eraver class smoke ganja; Lut it is quite 
common among the other classes mentioned by me. 
In the estates and jungles. 

24. I hear low class Muhammadans drink bhan- 
gi, ealled in Canarese “ ramras,” in the time of 
Muharram. 

25. Use of ganja is, I think, on the increase. 
Coffee and cardamom estates are now opened, and 
the large gang of enolies working in them take to 
ganja smoking. ; 

26. Almost all of moderate consumers. 


beggarly life, and people working in the cardamom 
jungle, and some coolies working in the coffee 
estates, and wild tribes, as a rule, take to ganja 
smoking. 

28. (a) Two or three pies. 

(b) Six pies. 

29, (2) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed up with 
ganja for smoking. I hear the bhang massala 


| 

welll Ras pak 

27, Lazy and idle life, fakir’s and bairagi’s life, 
| 

| 


43, I] think they are offensive to their neigh- 


44, It produces intoxication and 
They say it creates appetite, and they eat more 
food after smoking. Intoxication lasts about two 
or three hours ; they feel restless afterwards. Yer 
it does ; and they try to smoke again, 


giddiness. 


45. It impairs the constitution, It causes loss 
of appetite in course of time. It causes dysentery, 
because several of the smokers complain of it. if 
does impair the moral sense, It induces laziness. 
It deadens the intellect. It appears to produce 
some insanity of a temporary character, Lecause 
when they are under its influence they appear to 
talk all sorts of things. 

49, J hear the subji or ramrasa is used by 
prostitutes, I think the use of hemp tends to pro- 
duce impotence. 


51. I think a large portion of bad character- 
ave habitual moderate consumers. 


58. I think it does m the case of those who eat 
and drink bhangi preparation, 


62. I think it should be controlled, and it is 
feasible ; method suggested by me in answetiiy 
question 35, 


65. I think taxation of these drugs would be 
reasonable if the tax is levied, and that a heavy 
one, It would not only tend to prevent excessive 
use of these drugs, but will also prevent several 
poor people from having recourse to it. 
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66. I think a higher rate of tax should be levied | 


for a more injurious drug, 
67. I have no objections to the taxing of the 
drugs. 
68. There are licensed shops in Coorg for the 
~ sale of drugs or preparations. 


69. No, not to my knowledge. 
public opinion ought to be considered. 


| 


I think local | 


70. I also hear the bhangi is also mixed up ina 
sweetmeat preparation called “ kamier,” or “ halwa”’ 
(in Hindustani) and sold in sweet meat shops. 


T also hear that mutton, after it is well boiled, 
is mixed up with bhangi, condiments, spices, dried 
cocoanut and suskus, and is roasted in ghee, It is 
then eaten with bread, particularly by Muham- 
madans, This preparation is called “ bhangi 
dhallianha,”’ 





2. Evidence of Muxxatt Tyappa, Cultivator, Davanagiri, Coorg. 


1. I have seen some people who grow and use 
hemp in this country. 


2, Here people prepare only ganja or Lhang, 
both of which are known by me. Preparation of 
charas is unknown here. So I had no opportuni- 
ties of knowing it. Here ganja is more extensive- 
ly used than bhang. Ganja is known as Jade- 
bhangi, and bhang is known as Hoovo-bhangi. 

3. I know no place where it grows spontane- 
ously, 


4. Here it is known only by one name, v7z., 
Bhangi-gida. 

5. There are no special conditions regarding the 
matter referred. 

7, (a) Yes. 

(6) No, 

(c) Yes. 





growers, 
15. All seeds in ganja or jade-bhangi are first | 


of the hand; and then some dry tobacco leaf (pow- 
dered) is generally mixed with it, and then the 
drug is smoked in e4iddums or hukas, 


19, Ganja is used only for smoking. 


21. Flat ganja or jade-bhangi is preferred to 
other kinds for smoking. 


23, Bhang is smoked only when ganja is not 
procurable. 


27. Mostly aboriginal tribes and other low class 
labourers. 


29. Only tobacco is mixed with ganja at 1: 2 
for smoking. 


30. Only adults (men) smoke it. 


33, The use of ganja is in disrepute among 
people not addicted to smoking. 





(d) No. 
Toa very small extent—-the coolies, such as 
Yeravas and Kurubs, near their huts, 


9. I know very little. The seeds are sown 
broadcast in rich soil mixed with burnt clay and 
afterwards transplanted in good rich soil. 


10. Some of the low class coolies grow the plant 
for their own use. 

14, (c) To a small extent, see answer to question 
7. Ganja and bhang are prepared and used by 





removed. Then it is made wet, and immediately 
afterwards all water squeezed out with the palms 





to any class of consumers, as they can take to 
smoking tobacco until the habit is entirely given 
up. 


35. If the cultivation of hemp is prohibited, the 
habit can be easily checked. The number addicted 
to smoke ganja being very small, there will be no 
danger of any kind toanybody. Only poorer class- 
es who cannot afford to buy alcoholic stimulants 
smoke ganja, and they are not likely to get into 
other habits. 

4, thildy moder 
so easily get into the habit by constant presence 


before the parent, that it is difficult to allude it to 
any other cause than hereditary. 
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EVIDENCE OF BALUCHISTAN WITNESSES. 





1. Evidence of Mason G. Gaisrorn, Deputy Commissioner, Quetta, Baluchistan. 


1. T have been in charge of a district for over 
four years and have had opportunities of seeing 
the people of all classes. 





uM ’ : > 


25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang seems 
he on the decrease in this district. The 
country is becoming more settled, and the low class 


to 








ae > os re if, 
except a very small quantity of bhang. Charas 
and ganja are not prepared here, The definit ions 


of charas and ganja may be accepted. No dis- 
tinction is made in the distriet in the different 
varicties of ganja. The drug used in this district 
is called “ pathar? 

8. In the Quetta sub-division of the district 
only a small quantity Is grown, 

4, The plant is called bhang. 

7. The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
in Ahmed Khanzai, in the Quetta sub-district, to 
a very inappreciable extent, for use as bhane. 

§. There has heen no appreciable increase or 
decrease in the cultivation, 

19, 
plant. 

11. Never. 

12. 

13. 


Only one or {wo zamindars cultivate the 


Noue. 
See answer to question 7. 

Lt, None. 

18. Bhang, charas and ganja deteriorate after 
three years. 

19, Ganja and charas are only used for smok- 
ing. 

20, Ganja and charas are chiefly used im this 
distriet by the low class Indians residing in Quetta 
and other bazars. Proportion cannot be — ascer- 
tained, 

21. In this dixiriet the ganja called “pathar” 
is used. 

22. Foreien charas is used, Tt 
imported from Punjab and Afghanistan, 


is 


chiefly 


23, Bhang is not used for smoking. 


24, Same ax answer against question 20, 


Indians, who were numerous during war 
decreased in numbers, 


time,have 


28. (a) Uhang. Ganja. Charas. 
2 tolas . tola 1 tola, 
Cost 5 pies As, 1-6 As, lh 
(J) Bhang, (unja. Charas. 
4 tolas 2 tolas ‘ tolas. 
Cost 93 pies. As. 3 Re ), 


30. Bhang is used in solitude, Ganja and 
charas are generally used in company, L[t is not 
usual for children to consume these drugs. 


LS aes ; 
81. The habit of consuming bhang is easily 
formed. It is not difficult to break off this, Cha- 


rax and ganja develop into the excessive. 

32. Among the Hindu sect called Bam Bargis 
the consumption of bhang is regarded as essential, 
It ix given in very moderate quantity, and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of the habit. The 
quantity used is too small to be injurious. 

33. ‘The cons ie : ee RA Is : 

0), Lhe consumption of charas ‘s in disrepute, as 
it is only used by people of low casses, 

37. The effects do not differ, 

35, None. 

43. Yes. 

47, No. The use does not appear to be here- 
ditury. 

wo oom re We! ah Y . 

58. The present excise system of the province 
is working well, 

Go. Ganja is not grown in this district. 

G1. Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. The cultivation m the district is so very 
small that no control seems necessary at present. 

63, 64 and 6S, None 


69, The wishes of the people are not consulted, 





9, Evidevce of Kazt Imanuvviy, Letra Assistant Commissioner, Vishin. 


8 Not of any kind in this sub-division. 
erows spontancously in Kangra and Kulu districts 
(Punjab province). 


7. Not in this sub-division. 


18. Charas and bhang ave deteriorated by keep- 
ing of three years in a wet place, so necessary 
measures to prevent deterivration are to keep them 


Tt + dahar among Musalmans and Hindus are also in 


habit of smoking charas. 

21, Only chur ganja is used somewhere in this 
sub-division, and in my opinion it is preferred by 
smokers, 

22,1t imported from British India and 
Afghanistan territories. 

94. Only menial sects of Muhammadan and 


Is 





ele-§ jag» 


19. As far as known, ganja and charas are only 
used for smoking, but it has also heen ascertained 
that habitual consumers do eat charas to complete 
their intoxication. 


20, These drugs are generally used without any 
distinction of classes among Sindhis and Purbias, 
as several Thakurs and Brahmins of these countries 
are seen in this habit, Several residents of Kan- 


vol. vii. 


Hindu nations of the Punjab province eat or drink 
bhang, as it is considered a shameful event to see a 
lad of good family of this province and India too 
indulge in this habit and called a bhangt, 

25. Certainly in decrease in this sub-division 
and in other provinces too, 


23. Rs. a. P. 
(2) 0 0 6. . 4 tola at four tolas per rupee. 
() 0 20..% do. do. 
3D 


370 


consumers for excess of intoxication. ants of a sub-division wo are habitual con- 
30. Only male sex. Bhang is also given to | Sumers. ere are some meu of other countries, as 
A aiecioetan children at bah their sone of Punjab and Kandahar, etc., who are moderate 
sion in place of chloroform, habitual consumers, but their character has never 
; . been noted under influence of these drugs. 
31. Habit of consuming these drugs is formed 
in two months if used daily without fail. Ten- 52. None. 
dency is certain in case of any of these drugs for 53, No case of this nature has come before me 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive, for an instant during the past three years in this 
32. These drugs are strictly prohibited amongst sub-division, 
Muhammadans according to their religious laws 
and regulations. 


¢ 


54. Ditto. But criminals generally fortify 
themselves in other places or districts to commit 
a premeditated act of violence or other crimes with 


35. As these drugs are not in common use 
use of these drugs. 


among the inhabitants of this sub-division, it is 
feasible and an easy task to prohibit the use of 
these drugs. Though it will agitate some discon- 
tent among the excessive consumers, but discontent, 
of such men cannot amount to a political danger. 


55. No case of such nature in this sub-division, 
but criminals do further their designs and induce 
their victims to partake of these drugs, and 
complete stupefaction can thus be induced by these 
drugs without admixture if given to a man who 


| has never taken any of these drugs for intoxica- 
tion, 


36, Somewhere in the sub-division where mode- 
rate consumers ean spare money, they substitute 


29. Dhatura is sometimes mixed hy excessive 51, There are none out of the original inhabit- 
alcohol for these drugs, 





3. Evidence of Basu Krpar Narn, Head Clerk of the Political Agent, Kalat. 


3. It does not grow spontaneously in the Bolan | because the drugs are available than they used be- 
Pass ; nor is it known to grow wild in Baluchistam, | fore, 


4, 5 and 6. No information available. 26, 27 and 28. Particulars not available, 
7. None in the Bolan Pass, but a little in Kalat 29, Information not available. 
territory. 


30, Consumed more in company than solitude, 
8. Nid. Children never smoke, Fakirs’ women sometimes 


9. Information not available. | smoke, 
10. Hemp is not cultivated in the Bolan. The 31, (6) It is difficult to break off. 
cultivators in foreign territory are the same as (c) No. 








11, 12 and 18. There is none to be found. 


14. None in the Bolan. 


32, 33, 34, 35 and 36. Information not available. 
| 40, Yes, but very seldom. 


41, No information available, 


15, 16, 17 and 18, No information available, Koy, Wietlastnd. Veneers 
, ’ ta . 
19, Only for smoking. | 3 ver 
20. Fakirs, also Baluchis smoke ganja. Bae ate esta nel cia ld pl sath tail 





24, Fakirs, also Pathans and Baluchis. want, they will not come to work. 


25, Baroo, an old Bania, resident of Sibi, says 


70, No. Duty is paid on imported drugs. 
that. men smoke ganja and drink bhang in society, 


' 
i 
' There is no general use of untaxed drugs. 





4. Evidence of MunammMan Yusur, Hospital Assistant, New Chaman, 


1, While in 1888 up to 1891 I was in charge of _ pepper are mixed often as bhang massala, but here 
Ferozepore and Hoshiarpur Branch Dispensaries, | nothing is sold by the shopkeeper for the purpose ; 
and here particularly I studied and enquired about | it lies only in the will of the consumer, 
the subject, and got some information from con- 30. Bhang half or one chittak (1 0z. or 2 02.) 


sumers and other people. in solitude, and half a seer or one pound in 
2, The definitions are accepted in the province | company of eight or ten men. Charas 3 mashas or 
(New Chaman), namely; ganja, charas and bhang. | 45 grains in solitude ; sometimes in habitual excessive 
19. Here only charas is used for smoking, and vee : perce mens a tolas or 6 drachms, They 
ganja is not used here, not even sold. say that in Sukkur, Ron, Multan, and Dera Ghazi 
Khan bhang is used by women as well as by men ; 
23. Bhang is never used here for smoking, and, | and it is usual in Sind for mothers to give somewhat 
as far as I know, is not used elsewhere for smoking | to their children also, 
purposes, 
28. (2) Bhang } chittak for 6 pies, and charas 3 
mashas per anna, (4) Bhang 4 chittaks of 2 
annas, and charas 2 tolas of 8 annas, 


31, The habit of consuming any of them is not 
easily formed, except they are used for months, 
It is easy to break off the habit, There is no ten- 
dency for the moderate habit to develop into the 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with charas and | X¢essive, yet very rare examples are seen in some 
is smoked ; exceptionally is not known, These in- | foolish persons. 
gredients are not mixed here with any of them. 32, No religion, as far as I have known, gives 
Sweet almonds, poppy seeds, sugar, and black | liberty for the use of these drugs. 
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86, I am not aware of, 


37. They say that if bhang be given to the man 
who is in the habit of smoking charas it would not 
satisfy him, and so vice versd, 


39. Cannot explain properly. 


40, As far as I have known, no native doctor 
uses them for medicinal purposes. On enquiry I 
have found that none of 1 is used in cattle- 
disease, 


41. Not beneficial as a food accessory or diges- 
tive. Yes, it gives staying-power under severe 
exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue to habi- 
tual consumers. It is not known to me as a febri- 
fuge, etc., elsewhere. Not known. 


42, The moderate wse of any of these is harm- 
less, This explanation is given by those who use 
them, 


44, To habitual consumers any of these drugs 
gives stimulation. Not refreshing, but produces 
dryness in system. Yes, it produces intoxication, 
but does not make one senseless, Yes; it allays 
hunger of habitual consumers. Yes, it creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for some hours, but 
keeps them in satisfaction up to the fixed time of 
next day. Yes; it produces longing or uneasiness 
if not taken in time. 

45, (a) Yes; it produces noxious effects, 

(6) Yes; it does, 

(c) By eating in excess, 


(d) No. 
(ec) Generally it does, 


(f) Never except in excessive use, Such sort 
of cases have never been noticed by me up to this 
time, 


46. Yes, it produces noxious effects, Yes, it 
impairs constitution, Yes; it causes indigestion. 
It causes bronchitis and asthma. Generally it 
impairs thesenses. Yes; it is believed it produces 
insanity ; it causes madness only, but harmless. 
Yes; they confess when they return to their senses. 


47. Rarely they are hereditary ; generally they 
produce the habit themselves. It is not known 
that it affects their children, 


48. Please see my answer No, 47, the same for 
this also. 

49. Yes; I have been informed that bhang only 
is usedas an aphrodisiac, Yes ; it is more injurious 
than if used ordinarily as a narcotic; because, for 
aphrodisiac purposes they use to excess, and when 
intoxicated, they lose their sexual power more, 
Generally it is used by prostitutes. Yes ; it-pro- 
duces impotency. 


50, Please see my remark on No, +9. 
56. Cannot answer satisfactorily. 
57, They are merely used in smoking. 


In conclusion, it is my opinion that these things 
should be discontinued, 





5. Evidence of Waryam Srinau, Hospital Assistant, Pishin. 


2, These narcotics are nut natural products in 
this ilaka. These are imported here from other 
provinces, and called as bhang, charas and ganja. 
But these are called in the Punjab by the follow- 
ing names :—bhang,—sukha, subji, buti ; charas— 
sulfa ; ganja— ganja. 

19, For smoking only, 

23, No. 


28. (a) Bhang: 3 tolas, cost 5 pies. 
Charas: 4 tola, cost 2 annas, 
Ganja: 1 tola, cost 2 annas. 
(6) Bhang : } seer, cost 2 annas 8 pies. 
Charas: 2 tolas, cost 8 annas. 
Ganja: 2 tolas, cost 4 annas, 
29. (a) Sugar or salt, black pepper, cucumber 
seeds, melon seeds, poppy heads, seeds, milk, and 
almonds, ete., are used as ingredients of bhang. 


(6) Dhatura is mixed with the bhang, and charas 
sometimes is mixed by excessive habitual consumers 
to complete their intoxication, Habitual con- 
sumers also prepare a mixture of bhang, alcohol, 
and opium. This mixture is called mudra, I 
do not know bhang massala. 


30. Consumption of each three drugs is ordi- 
narily used in company of about 5 men about 4 
chittaks bhang, 3 tolas charas, 6 tolas ganja. 
Most of the consumers of these drugs are men and 
prostitutes, 

$1. Habit of consuming these drugs is formed 
easily, It is difficult to break it off amongst habi- 
tual consumers, and as regards to tendency it is a 
weil-known fact that these drugs develop from a 
moderate into an excessive use in a very little time. 


$2. No. 


$6, Ido not know. 
vol, vii. 


40. Sometimes bhang and its compounds are 
used in tetanus, hydrophobia, rheumatism and in 
uterine diseases, 


41. Bhang in its moderate use creates false 
appetite, but as stomach does not want really food- 
ing to such a quantity as a man eats, therefore its 
preliminary results are dyspepsia and dyspeptic 
diarrhoea, ete. 


42, Ido not think use of these drugs more 
harmless than any other intoxicating drugs. 


44, Immediate effects are refreshing. It pro- 
duces intoxication. In some cases it allays hunger, 
and in other creates appetite (false). Habitual 
consumers feel inciination at their fixed time when 
the effects are lost, and they feel great uneasiness 
if they do not get it in the fixed time. 


45. It injures the digestion. 
dysentery and bronchitis, 


47 and 48. No, 


49. Moderate use of these drugs is known 
amongst consumers aphrodisiac, and their use is 
more injurious than its use as narcotic, because 
they shall form easily a habit for aphrodisiac. Its 
use tends impotency also, 


Yes; it causes 
It induces laziness, 


50, Excessive use of these drugs tends total 
impotency. 


56. Effects in moderation refreshing ; in vxcess 
sedative. Dhatura is sometimes administered to 
victims by criminals in any of these drugs. 

In conclusion, as regards my opinion for use 
of these drugs, I would say that habitual con- 
sumers become totally unfit for bodily exertions, 


} and especially those who are excessive, 


3D2 
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6, Evidence of MonamMMaD AKBAR ALI Kwan, Senior Hospital Assistant, Quetta. 


1. During my service of twenty-two yeare I 
have had frequent occasions to come in contact 
with fakirs, bairagis (mendicants), and sick men 
who were addicted to the use of these drugs. 

2. Yes. Same names as given in this question. 

19. For smoking only, 

23, Never. 

28, (a2) Ganja} tola; price 
varies at different 
stations ... be 
Bhang $ oz. ; price 
varies at different 


1 
$to] anna, 


stations . . ¢ anna. 
(b) Ganja 3 to 5 tolas ; 
price varies at 


different stations . 3 to 5 annas, 
Bhang 2 to + 0z.; 
price varies at 

different stations . | to 2 annas. 

29, Ordinary tobacco is added to ganja and 
charas for smoking. 

The following ingredients are usually mixed with 
bhang, the object being to counteract its unplea- 
sant effects, such as thirst, dryness of throat, ete., 
and render it palatable :—almond*, black pepper*, 
aniseed*, kahu*® (sceds of a plant), kulfa* (seeds of 
a plant) coriander seeds*, cucumber seeds*, miik, 
sugar, water. 

30, Extends to female sex also, but to a small 
extent, A preparation of sweetmeat called majum 
is sold in the bazar, It contains bhang; it is 
ehietly used in cases of children, particularly for 
small boys when they are to be circumcised, and in 
girls when their ears or nose are to he pierced, the 
object. heing to render the little ones fearless to the 
operation. 

he (2) No. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

32, (a) The use of hang is customary amongst 


# These form bhang massala, also known us thandial. 


the people called Chaubes in Mathura; that of gan- 
ja amongst bairagis (mendicants) in Ajudhia and. 
pandes in Gaya. Charas is widely made use of by 
Pathans in Central India, Kahars excessively 
indulge in charas smoking. 


(c) Yes ; except in the case of Pathans, 
36. No. 


37. Ganja is more intoxicating than bhang, but 
its effects do not last as long as that of bhang. 
Ganja at the commencement increases appetite, 
jut when long continued it tends to diminish it. 
Ganja and charas tend to produce bronehitis. 
Bhang not so. 


40, (a2) Yes, smoking of ganja leaves is pre- 
serihed in cases of spasmodic asthma with good 
result. 


(4) Used in cases of cattle before operation as 
prophylactic of tetanus, 

41. (2) Yes; ganja and bhang, not charas, 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Smoking ganja leaves as a preventive or palli- 
ative in asthma. 


‘+L, Refreshing, mtoxicating, and inducing ap- 
; ; : . 
petite, The effect of charas lasts for about two 
hours, that of ganja three to four hours, and that 
of bhang eight to twelve hours, 

15. The long and continued use of charas and 
ganja impairs constitution, and causes partial loss 
of appetite, and sometimes bronchitis ; induces lazi- 
ness and habit of debauchery, 

47 and 48, No. 


‘49, (a) and (0) Yes. 


(c) Yes, its primary effect as an aphrodisiac leads 
to excessive debauchery, whereby generative organs 
are weakened, resulting into impotence. 


56. Ganja and bhang (chiefly majum) are 
sometimes employed with criminal intent, dhatura 
being mixed with bhang, 





7. Evidence of Buuewan Dass, Khattri, Hospital Assistant, Quetia, 


1. Personal experience. 
2. Yes. Charas, ganja and bhang. 
a compound of bhang butter and sugar, 


Majum is 


19, Ganja and charas especially used only for 
smoking. 
23. Not to my knowledge. 
Re) 4;°e! 
28, (a) Bhang } chittack, cost =. 0) 0 6 
Charas 3 mashas 15 graius, 
cost : ; ‘ Te ee 
(4) Bhang + chittacks, cost ee ou 
Charas 1 tola, cost. 2.0 pe ee 
29, Bhang, ganja and charas are used as they 
are. Not known to me, 


30. In solitude toa small extent. Male sex 
only, but almost all prostitutes and women of ill- 
fame use it, but until 20 years of age generally, 

31. («) and (4) Yes. 

(-) Yes, always; most common in had company 
and idleness. 


32, No custom, social or religious, allows the 
use of these drugs, but among low class of people 


it is customary to keep it ready when there is a 
punchait, mm care anybody may want it. Bhang is 
generally used by some classes of peuple on certain 
festivals, but it is not essential. Yes ; injurious in 
its after-effects. «Among fakirs and sadhus it is a 
necessary article for fixing ideas on divinity. 

By the use of the drug the mental faculties of 
the brain are excited, that the subjects are able to 
evolve sublime ideas, but under the excessive use of 
the drug the ideas continue rising to an enormous 
pitch which we name perversion of ideas or insanity. 

36. Yes; the aclohol is very commonly used, the 
drunkards are daily found by the read sides. ‘The 
alcohol being used by Europeans, whose example is 
naturally followed by the natives, and it isa 
stronger and diffusible drink, much more easy to 
obtain it than formerly ; the use of alcohol is consi- 
dered no more sin at present ; effects of alcohol is to 
dilate the cutaneous capillaries, therefore mostly 
used when warmth is required, in preference to 
hemp preparations, which only affects the sensi- 
bility of the cutaneous nerves. 

37. Bhang does not affect the nutrition of the 
body so long as it is taken ina very diluted form, 
It is an innocent drink in the above form, especial- 
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ly when it is mixed, as the case is generally, with 
otis seeds of cucumber and almonds to wash 
out the deleterious substance from the lody 
through the urinary and digestive systems, Ganja 
affects nutrition of the body ; ; the charas more so, 


39. Smoking of ganja and charas is less injuri- 
ous than eating : and drinking; in the former case 
the essential parts of the drug being smoked only ; 
the effect in this form is more ‘rapid. 


40, No. 
41, No. 


(a) No. 

(4) Yes, to some extent, 

(c) and (“) No. 

42, It is harmful in every case. 

44, (a) Refreshing and intoxicating. 
(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes; false appetite if any. 

(7) Two to four hours. 

(g) and (4) Yes, 


45, (~) Yes, it produces emaciation, 
and dryness of blood, 


(4) and (c) Yes. 


(7) Bronehitis and asthma almost common. 


wealkness 


(e) Becomes impotent, lazy, and nervous 
weakness, 
(f) Yes, msanity is almost) certain result if 


the practice ix continved Jong or used excessively, 
Predisposing cause in cases where there is no here- 
ditary tendency, and exciting cause where it exists. 
Acute mania, hoth of temporary and permanent 
forms. Yes, the symptoms may be re-induced, 
Congested state of conjunctiva, 


No. A near relative of mine who used the 
charas in moderation at first died of mania of per- 
manent form, in which ease all the known treat- 
ments were of no avail, and there was no here- 
ditary tendency in the family. 


+6. 1t kills the persons much more rapidly by 
destroying the brain functions and thereby produc- 
ing mania, 


+7 and 
weakly, 


No. Yes, children are small and 


49, No; it produces impotency. Sadhus and 
fakirs use it for this purpose alone, Prostitutes 
use it more particularly by its intoxicating effects, 
and also it is said by them that it keeps the pr ivate 
parts dry, 


30, As above. In aggravated form. 


D6. Not known to me. 


97. Not to my knowledge. 

In conclusion, ganja and charas produce bron- 
chitis and asthma , and after a long use, insanity. 
The offsprmgs are thin and weakly, Their use 
must. be stopped, They are the causes of ruina- 
tion of many families, more specially often the 
smoker, the head of the family, becomes lazy and 
lunatic, It is much less injurious than alcohol and 
inexpensive, The aleohol first of all to le stopped, 
which is very excessively used than formerly, The 
ganja and charas come next. to alcohol ; besides the 
smoker of charas and ganja does not commit a 
crime as adrunkard does ; alcohol deranges the 
whole organs and is very expensive drink. The 
habitual smoker or eater does not commit crimes, 
Imt I hear it is used occasionally by those un- 
accustomed to it as a strong stimulant, 
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EVIDENCE OF BURMA WITNESSES. 





Evidence of Cotonen H. R. SpzARMAN, Commissioner, Tenasseriim Division. 


1. Thirty-one years’ experience as Assistant 
Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner and Com- 
missioner. 


20. Ganja.—Natives of India temporarily in 
Burma ; proportion unknown to me ; localities, 
wherever they may be and can get it. 


Charas unknown to me. I have never come 
across a Burman, Shan, or Karen consumer of 
either ganja or charas. 


25, I have not any reason to think it increasing 
or decreasing. Any increase there may be is due 
to the large influx of natives of India (troops, 
military police, and followers) since the aunexa- 
tion of Upper Burma. 


33. By Burmans and persons of cognate races 
as highly disgraceful. Due to Buddhism and the 
traimng of centuries, 


34, No, Many natives of India, I think, give it 
up, because they cannot get ganja here without 
great difficulty, risk and cost. 


35. The mere possession is, and has been for 
years, prohibited, 

58. Might perhaps (?) be improved. 

59, Possession is now punishable with fine or 
with imprisonment. It should be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment only. Asa Magistrate, I 
found imprisonment a much better deterrent than 
fine, and in awarding it had the whole Burman 
population with me. 


62. Is, and should, {continue to be, absolutely 
prohibited. The annual classification of crops for 
revenue purposes is a sufficient means of control, 


64. No. Import is, and should remain, also- 
lutely prohibited. 


70. No. Noduty. No general use. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I have been thirty-two years in 
Burma—in all parts of Lower Burma without ex- 
ception. I was fifteen months in Bhamo in 1871- 
72, but know nothing of Upper Burma, 


Question 20,—I have never been in the Shan 
country, and speak only of what I have seen in 
Lower Burma. 


Question 25.—I personally know nothing of any 
extensive smuggling, not more extensive than it 
used to be, One hears of it through the Post 
Office. Smuggling at ports through the Customs 
House would not come to my knowledge except 
when the Excise Officer had to interfere: this is 
yare. Smuggling through the post office would 
come to my knowledge through the Excise Officer’s 
diaries. Only two cases have (so far as my mem- 
ory serves me) come to my knowledge durmg the 
last two years while I have held charge of the 
Tenasserim Division. Before that I was in the 
Irrawaddy Division, I have no particular recollec- 
tion of smuggling there. It has to be remembered 
that the greater portion of the smuggling from the 
sea ake come through Rangoon; and I have no 


personal knowledge of that, though I used to hear 
a great deal about it in newspapers and in casual 
statements which I had neither means nor desire 
of verifying. I have no confidence that I have 
ascertained the facts about smuggling. I do not 
mean at all to assert that there is little smuggling, 
but simply that I personally have no facts. 


Since the Government prohibited the drug it has 
done nothing special to enforce the prohibition. It 
has left it to its officers to carry out the orders 
issued, It has left it to its officers to arrest the 
offenders and its magistrates to punish them. I 
have no recollection of any orders of any kind being 
issued by Government. I have no recollection of 
any censures or strictures regarding ganja in Ex- 
cise Reports. The ster prohibition issued by Sir 
Ashley Eden still remains in force, and I under- 
stand Government considers it sufficient. In my 
opinion it is the most that can be done. I do not 
see that anything else can be done, though it is not 
sufficient to absolutely prevent smuggling. I con- 
sider that there is no need of increase in zeal 
enforcing this prohibition im my Division. If I 
heard casually even of smuggling there, I should 
have it carefully inquired into, The annexation 
of Upper Burma has not had any appreciable effect 
in increasing the rate of immigration of natives of 
India into Tenasserim, The normal rate has con- 
tmued, There have also been some grants of land 
given to natives of India in the north of my Diyi- 
sion, and this has perhaps slightly increased immi- 
gration, Natives of India work better than Bur- 
mans. But the Indian population is not veiy 
markedly greater than twenty years ago in pro- 
portion to the general increase of population in my 
Division, If anything, immigration will increase. 
There is no ground to believe that it will cease. 


Question 34,—I cannot say that the prohi- 
bition has succeeded as regards the natives of 
India, as I cannot say that there is no ganja in the 
country. The consumption of ganja would, how- 
ever, I believe, have been very much larger among 
them if there had been no prohibition. TI can 
answer for Tenasserim and Irrawaddy. My state- 
ment that many natives of India give up the drug 
owing to the difficulty, risk and cost of getting it 
is based on conversations with respectab!e natives 
of India. I believe, however, that ganja is a 
marketable commodity though expensive, and that 
any native (Burman or any one else) who wishes 
it could get it if he paid the price. This, no doubt, 
gives Burmans a chance of becoming consumers. 
I am exceedingly anxious to prevent as much as 
possible Burmans from becoming consumers, They 
cannot control passion. They exceed in opium or 
liquor as well as in revenge ; and would, I believe, 
exceed in ganja if they took it. At present they 
only use it for elephants, ete., and rarely put leaves 
in curry I believe. I consider the present opium 
license system a bad one, and I should consider 
such a measure in regard to ganja equally unad- 
visable. There is no chance of checking opum by 
the present system. It seems to me that the 
proper measure would be to have licensed shops 
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and only license consumption there, except in the 

case of respectable Chinamen, who might be 
allowed to take out licenses at the discretion of 
the Deputy Commissioner. That would have 
checked consumption by Burmans. I would not 
recommend such a sy stem in regard to ganja, 
because theie is no established use of ganja. 
Opium is lawfully sold: in the country. Besides 
that, opium is used by Burmans already ; ; ganja 
is not, I would stop ganja by prmshing pes:es- 
sion with rigorous imprisonment, and also by 
fining ships in which it is found without owner, 
T would leave as little as possible to the discretion 
of administering officers. Punishment should fall 
with absolute certainty and in fixed degiee,  J'ine 
is useless, because if you fine lightiy you do not 
punish the man, winle a heavy fine is so diflieult to 
realize that the higher judic jal officers Hhject to 
them, and imprisonment is better in every way. 
I should regard the matter purely from the Bur- 
man point of view, without regarding in the least 
the discomfort, or hardshi ip, or suffering of natives 
of India, If they choose to come to this country 
they must accept the conditions there. 


The improvement alluded to in my eae 
answer No. 5S is that indicated in answer No, 
viz,, this incieased rigour, 


Jn regard to opium we have 
Burmans would not register at all 
registered eageriy to enable them res ly to sell to 
other non- registered consumers, I regard the 
registering as utterly untrustworthy. The Bur- 
mans wse ‘Alesha? The use is extending, both the 
moderate and excessive use, The et Burmans 
jake no intoxicant of any kind, 


found that some 
and that others 


IT have never heard of the use of ganja by the 


: 


| 


Siamese. The Shans in Mergui district are almost 
invariably Siamese, I know nothing of cultiva- 
tion by them in that district. 


Letter from CoLoNeL SPEARMAN appended 
to his evidence. : 


I have the honour to imvite the attention of the 
Hemp Drugs Commission to my evidence given on 


the 6th instant, and to request that 80 much of this 


evidence as relates to ganja bemge “ marketable ” 
may he considered and dealt with in the hght of 
the following remarks, 


2. T accepted the word “ marketable,” which 
Wax not mine, without claiming, as perhaps T ought 
to have claimed, a definition of the meaning ‘the 
Commission put on the word. T accepted it, not 
in the last sense given in W ebster's Dictionary, 
but in one of the others, viz., “saleable.” Those 
whe want to buy can Inny it ‘f it is to be got, I 
meant it to be wnderstood that in My opinion, as 
founded m what I believe to be legitimate inferences 
from such facts as have come wnder my own observ- 
ation and as I have, as a matter of duty or other- 
wire, succeeded in verifying, persons not known or 
suspected to be in the public service or employed as 
spies or informers can, with risk to themselves, 
greater or less, according to surrounding: facts and 
circumstances, at a cost which can he measured on 
rach occasion only, and with a delay which could 
only be similarly measured, obtain ganja. 


Briefly, but: fully and accurately stated, my 
elict is that in my Division, and T dewihe to 
speak for any other, ganja is “* marketable ” 
smugeled tobacco is in England, 





2. Lvidence of LirvuTENANT-CoLoXEL C. B. Cooke, Commissioner of Pegu. 


1. The people of Burma not being addicted to 
the use of hempdrugs, my opportunities of obtain- 
ing information have heen few. 

2, °°Se chauk? or ‘dred medicine?’ is the 
ordinary name appbed to ganja (Hat or rou nd) by 
jee Burmese, Tt is also known as “bhin,’ 


. It is said to 


erow spontaneously in parts of 
Up ie Burma, 


7. Its cultivation is forbidden by law, 

35. The use of the drug is prolubited in’ this 
province, The prohthition js intended to protect 
the indigenons population from acquiting a hahit 
which is by some persons held to be a cause of 
insanity. 

The alien population of Burma at the time that 
the prohibition was ordered was insignificant in 
numbers; in the twenty years since the prolnhition 
was ordered that population has probably increased 
500 fold, and the difficulties of enforcing the prohibi- 
tion have also increased ; Init still, T think, the 
prohibition should not he annulled, 


36, No. 
53. Yes; I think it should he left unchanged. 
6S. None are licensed, 


69, The wishes of the people are consulted 
usually before any new excise shop is licensed, 


Oral Lvidence. 


Question 1.—It is more than 25 years since 
I tirst came to Burma, but I passed seven years 
out of this period im Ceutral India, I was Assist- 


ant Secretary to Sir Ashley Eden when the 
report was made, in which the prohibition of the 
hemp drug was imitiated, T have passed the 
greater part of my Burma service in Upper 
Burma, either as Political Officer at Bhamo hefore 
the annexation, or as Deputy Commissioner and 
Commissioner, Since that time I have never 
served tn the Arakan Division, the cireumstances 
of which are very different from those of the rest 
of Burma, the natives of the country being regard- 
ed hy the true Burmese as foreigners, 


Question 3.—I have never known the ding to 
be used as a narcotic by the Burmans,. fi am 
aware that the plant is said to be grown in 
Burma, and I have heard that the leaves are 
occasionally used in flavouring curries, but I have 
not heard that the plant is cultivated i in Burma, 
so as to make the resin accumulate in the flower 
head. IT have had no experience of the Shans in 
their own States, so I cannot confirm or contradict 
the statements made by the ex-Sawbwa of Nyan- 


eywe, who probably knew what went on in his 
own State. 


Ihave seen the plant growing spontaneously 
outside some three villages in Upper Burma 
among the rubbish heaps, but it was a mere weed 
not grown for any purpose, The plant was point- 
ed ont to me, or I should not have known it. 
This experience and what I have heard forms the 
foundation of my written answer that the plant 
grows spontaneously in Upper Burma, I heard 
about. the existence of this spontancous growth 
soon after the war. I have also heard of the 
cultivation for the leaves, but none for the 
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fibre, the leaves being used both in flavourin 
dishes, as I have stated above, and also for medi- 
cinal purposes, It is used, I know, for treating 
elephants, and I believe this practice was brought 
from India, The Burmese name of the plant is 
bhin-bin. 

Question 85.—Most of us officers in Burma 
know flat and round ganja, but charas and bhang 
are not known, and these substances might pro- 
bably be imported without chance of detection. 
There is no doubt that ganja is now being import- 
ed in larger quantity than it was at the time of 
the prohibition, There are now more Indians in 
Burma, and therefore the drug is more in demand, 
and finds a ready sale at a high price. I think 
the drug sellsin Burma for half its weight of 
silver, I think I may say, that it can always be 
obtained at this price, but I have no facts to 
support the idea, Ido not think the people of 
India who are addicted to the drug would go 
without it ; but I cannot speak with any certainty, 
because I am not brought much into contact with 
natives of India, Prosecutions for smuggling are 
reported in the monthly returns furnished by 
Magistrates subordinate to me. I should say that 
on the average there was as much as one case in 
every Magistrate’s court in every month, I cannot 
speak for Rangoon, as the magisterial returns from 
the town do not come to me. The amounts witb 
which these cases are concerned are generally small. 
The prosecutions are generally for possession of the 
drug and not for smuggling, The offenders are 
generally Chittagonians or Burmans, the latter of 
whom I believe are only go-betweens in the trade, 
for I do not hear of their being consumers of the 
drug. My Division does not march with the Shan 
States or Siam. I had to do with the Siam border 
when I was Commissioner of Tenasserim, but I do 
not remember to have heard of a single case of 
smuggling over that frontier, 


When I spoke above of the possibility of getting 
ganja in the market, I used ganja in the general 
sense as applying to the narcotic in any form, 
including charas and bhang. I do not think that 
ganja, using the word to denote the long dried-up 
sticks with bunches of the resimous parts of the 
plant attached, can be so easily procured, Un- 
doubtedly it was smuggled, I believe very largely, 
through the post office during the three years after 
our occupation of Mandalay. The smell of the 
drug was concealed by putting up dried fish or 
dried meat in the package. Two parcels of this 
kind were sent to me by the Postmaster of Man- 
dalay in 1888. The postmasters send parcels to the 
District Magistrate when they have reason to sus- 
pect smuggling. I don’t know of any orders on 
this subject, but there may be orders in the Postal 
Department. We reward the postal peons who 
bring the parcels, and I believe the rewards are 
distributed by the postal authorities, In the cases 
I dealt with, the addressee was present, and the 
parcel was opened before him. These parcels were 
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addressed to Madrasis, and, I believe, they came 
from the Madras Presidency. The magisterial 
returns would not show the details connected with 
the detection of the drugs, beyond the weight of 
the drug discovered. 


I remember that when recommending the pro- 
hibition of the hemp drug, Sir Ashley Eden 
remarked to me that it was too late to prohibit 
opium in the same way, though he would have 
wished to do so, because shops had been opened and 
the use established for seventeen years. Since the 
prohibition was established, no strong measures have 
been taken to enforce it; but in cases of detection 
punishment has been rigorous. I think the large 
number of prosecutions and the imeonvenience in- 
volved in searches do undoubtedly require strong 
justification, I think they cannot be regarded as 
having succeeded in respect of the natives of 
India. They were much more successful during 
the first ten years than they have been since the 
large influx of natives of India. The prime 
object of these measures, however, was in the 
interest of the Burmans, and it has been fully re- 
alised. If after some years’ experience the licensin 
system in regard to opium was found to Fat 
I should withdraw my objection to the adoption 
of a similar system for ganja. 


Question 45.—1 was Political Officer in Bhamo 
from 1874 to 1877. I know something of the 
practice of the native Town Magistrate of Manda- 
lay under Burmese rules. An insane would not 
be taken notice of as long as he was harmless, If 
violent, he would be dealt with summarily, and 
locked up in jail, 


Question 59.—-I do not see how the prohibition is 
to be more strictly enforced than at present, 
because, I understand, the plant grows spontan- 
eously in many places in Upper Burma, and always 
contains the narcotic properties though it may 
not be inthe form of true ganja, On the other 
hand, I could not recommend any relaxation of the 
prohibition, because the obstacles the Government has 
placed in the way of the Burmans procuring opium 
would be likely to make them turn to the hemp 
drug if it were legally procurable. The obstacles 
referred to consist in the prohibition to supply 
opium to any Burman who is not a registered 
consumer. I do not think a similar measure in 
regard to ganja would be practicable any more than 
the measure is likely to be in regard to opium, for 
an unregistered consumer will be able to get his 
supply through a native of India, and in the same 
way a registered consumer will be able to get more 
than his legal allowance. Even if ganja could 
not be obtained from the plant as grown in Burma, 
I should still be averse from licensing its sale, 
because I consider that the licensing system raises 
up a class whose interest if is to spread consump- 
tion, I think that any licensing system would 
be far less effectual as regards the Burmese than 
the present prohibition. 





8. Evidence of Mr. J. E. Brrpers, Commissioner of the Eastern Division. 


With reference to the printed questions which 
have been sent to me, I have the honour to inform 
you that as ganja and preparations of ganja are for- 
bidden in Burma, the only personal knowledge I 
have of ganja has been derived from cases which 
have come before me as a Magistrate in Lower Bur- 
ma. The accused in ganja cases were always na- 
tives of India, and the drug was produced in the 
dried state. In Upper Burma, I have noticed in 
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the diaries of Excise Officers that information is fre- 
quently received of the cultivation of ganja, and 
that several seizures of ganja have heen made, In 
a recent case in the Kyaukse district a policeman 
from Ingon was convicted of cultivating ganja and 
the Sergeant of the police station of abetting the 
offence, 

As my personal knowledge of the matter is mea- 
gre, I have not answered the printed questions, but 
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I have made inquiries from the township and other 
officers whom I have recently met, and I submit 
their statements, 


These statements show that ganja is well known 
in Upper Burma as an intoxicant and an aphro- 
disiac and an antidote for fever, that it was used 
hy a comparatively small number of people, that it 
is known by Burmese doctors as a cure for dysen- 
tery and diarrhea, and that it is widely used in the 
treatment of diseases of elephants. 


I have recently had an opportunity of meeting 
some of the ex-Ministers and other officials in Man- 
dalay. I have not, however, taken their statements 
as they do not belong to the Eastern Division. 
The Mandalay Myowun informed me that the use 
of ganja was. well-known in Upper Burma, and 
that hefore the reign of King Mindon it was wide- 
ly used, the Ministers at Court mixing it with the 
tobacco of their cheroots, It was also used as an 
aphrodisiac at the court, sometimes mixed with 
other ingredients and sometimes taken pure in 
small pills. In King Mindon’s time the use of 
ganja was prohibited together with other intoxi- 
cants (bein-hin-ehawza-ayet), but the prohibition 
was not strictly enforced as regards ganja. The 
ex-Nyaungywe Saw Maung informed me that 30 
per cent. of the Danus (residents of the Myelat or 
intermediate States between Burma and the Shan 
States) and 20 per cent. of the Shans smoke ganja, 
He stated that the drug was also widely used by 
Kachins, who use the fibre to make cloth. The 
plant is usually cultivated and does not grow wild, 
and incisions are made below the flower from which 
juice exudes, 

I was also informed that ganja is largely used 
by persons exposed to damp, such as fishermen, 
According to a Burmese saying ganja inspires fear, 
liquor gives courage, and opium produces polite- 
ness, 

This is all the information 1 have been able to 
elicit in the limited time at my disposal, as the let- 
ter of the Financial Commissioner forwarding the 
printed questions is marked urgent. The inform- 
ation obtained appears to show that a great deal of 
information could be obtained on the subject by 
further inquiry, especially in the Myelat and the 
Shan States. 


Maung Kye, Myook of Yamethin, states :—In 
the time of Burmese, there were about 20 persons 
in the whole of Yamethin who smoked ganja. 
These people belonged to the lowest class, and were 
those without any occupation, The habit of smok- 
ing ganja is considered as bad as smoking opium. 
I have never seen any one who indulged in this 
drug stout and strong. Ganja plants used to be 
sown in the town by those who used it, It was 
no offence to sow ganja. Ganja was said to be in- 
toxicating, I do not know how it was sown and 
prepared, 


Maung Lu Maung, Thugyi of Yindaw (Yamethin 
district), states :— 


There were in Burmese times five persons in 
Yindaw who grew ganja plants, for their own use. 
They belonged to the lowest class. Respectable 
people never indulged in the use of this drug. The 
habit of ganja smoking was imported from the 
Shan States, where ganja was and is still cultivated 
largely. Ganja is said to keep off cold and fever, 
It is still used medicinally by some suffering 
from long-standing dysentery and diarrhwa, The 
habit of smoking ganja is not so bad as opium, as 
it does not affect the constitution as much as the 
latter, I do not know how ganja is planted and 
arepared, 


Maung Gyi, Myook of Lew (Yamethin district), 
states :— 


Ganja smoking and eating were habitually pro- 
hibited by the late Burmese Government, but 
sowing was not, There were a few persons in my 
township who grew ganja to a small extent, say 
from ten to twenty plants. It was only Karens 
who cultivated large quantities of ganja for sale to 
timber traders (Thitgaungs), who use it as medicine 
for elephants, Every one possessing elephants is 
bound to keep ganja. Ganja is also used for curing 
dysentery and diarrhea, It is then mixed with 
sugar or jagri in equal proportion, There are 
two kinds of ganja, one is black and the other is 
white, I donot know the difference in the qua- 
lities of these two kinds of ganja. It is also used 
as an aphrodisiac, being mixed with birds’ nests, 
saffron, butter, plaintains, sugar, ete. Those who 
took to the habit of smoking ganja belonged to the 
lowest class, ‘There were about ten persons in my 
township who indulged in the use of this drug. I 
was told that the flower tops have more flavour and 
strength than the leaves for smoking purposes, 
Ganja flower tops and leaves are first dried and 
made into small particles by rubbing them between 
the hands. The particles are sometimes put in a 
pipe or in a cigar for smoking. 

Maung Pu Le, Myook of Paunglaung (Yamethin 
district), states as above. 

Maung Tha Bu, Myook of Eingaing (Kyaukse 
district), states :— 

I belong to Lower Burma. I do not know about 
genie in Upper Burma in the time of the Burmese. 

n Lower Burma I have seen several low-bred 
persons indulging mm the smoking of ganja. 

Maung Gyi, Head Constable of Wundwin 
(Meiktila district), states :— 

I was Myingaung (eavalry officer) of Sameikshe 
in the time of the Burmese. Whenever I had 
occasion to go with the troops to the Shan States, 
I saw them smoking ganja. I was told that it 
was an antidote for fever. I also saw some putting 
a little in their curry, It was said to be very 
appetizing, Ganja plants were cultivated exten- 
sively in almost every Shan village for importation 
to the plains for sale to elephant owners. Ganja 
is largely used in medicine for elephants. In the 
place where I was Myingaung, I think there was 
about one person in a thousand who smoked ganja. 

Maung Lat, Myook of Wundwin (Meiktila 
district), states :— 

In the time of the Burmese I was Myothugyi 
of Pindale. There were about 50 persons who 
grew ganja for smoking. ‘They all belonged to the 
low class. Ganja Iam told keeps away cold and 
fever. If mixed a little in fowl curry it makes the 
curry savoury and appetizing. 

Maung Khanbu Thugyi of Wundwin (Meiktila 
district), states :— 

There were no one who planted ganja or smoked 
it in Wundwin in the time of the Burmese. 


Maung Po Sa, Subdivisional Officer of Yamethin, 
states :— 


Ganja is used by very few Burmans. Those 
who use it belong to the lowest class. It is intox- 
icating and makes one timid. Constant use of 
ganja makes one insane. I have seen two who lost 
their heads by the use of it for about three years, 
About fifteen years ago, when I was in school, I ac- 
companied a picnic party composed of school-boys, 
We prepared our own food, some one for fun and to 
ascertain the effects of ganja, put a little ganja in 
the fowl curry while it was being cooked. I did 
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no know it nor did many others. When we took 
our food every one noticed that the fowl curry was 
exceptionally tasty. They took it heartily. “I felt 
a peculiar smell in the curry, but also ate it with 
the others, Of those who took it, I and several 
others were not affected by it in the least. Two, 
I remember, were intoxicated and showed signs of 
timidity, uttering most humiliating words. I have 
seen children suffering from dysentery cured by 
rubbing ganja pounded and mixed in water on the 
navel, 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I have passed the whole of my ser- 
vice, seventeen years, in Burma. During my first 
two years I was in Shwegyin as Assistant Commis- 
sioner and afterwards Subdivisional Officer, Then 
I went to Bassein, which is in the Irrawaddy Divi- 
sion, as Assistant Commissioner for six months, 
Then I was engaged on settlement in Bassein and 
the lower part of the Henzada district for five 
years. I was then Revenue Secretary. for two 
ho, and then became Deputy Commissioner of 

andalay. or six months I was Chief Secretary, 
and after that Commissioner, which post I have 
now held for a little more than three years, 


I can give no further information about the 
growth and cultivation of the hemp plant than is 
contained in my paper. I have never seen the 
plant growing, Ihave often seen the drug pro- 
duced in court in connection with prosecutions. 
The drug appeared to consist of dry leaves and was 
called ganja. I know that the ding was prohibited 
under the Burmese kings together with four other 
intoxicants—opium, spirits, and two kinds of rice 
beer, But only as regards opium was the prohibi- 
ion effectual, and practically no notice was taken 
of the growing of the hemp plant. It was grown 
at Meiktila. Two or three months ago a Burman 
was brought up for growing the plants, and he 
defended himself by saying he had been accustomed 
to it all his life and could not do without it. He 
was fined Rs. 5. The drug is smoked in cheroots 
with tobacco and cooked with curries, A Burman 
does not inhale the smoke in smoking tobacco, 
The Shans use a wooden pipe for smoking tobacco. 


I never heard ganja mentioned in Lower Burma 
as being smoked by Burmans. Since coming to 
Upper Burma I have heard of the practice, Our 
Hindustani servants used to use it in Lower Bur- 
ma. Inthe Danu country, lying between Burma 
and the Shan States proper, it is said that every 
man grows a few plants for his own consumption. 
Part of the Danu country is British, and some of 
the villages are in the Shan States. British officers 
visit the Danu country very little, and the prohi- 
bition has not been enforced there. I have heard 
that ma'e plants are eradicated in the cultivation, 
one such plant only being allowed to grow. The 
use of the drug would seem to be more common in 
the Dann country than among the Shans, and still 
more common among the Kachins, who are said to 
cultivate the plant in fields. The fibre they use to 
make cloths is said to be the produce of the same 
plant. When grown for the drug in the Kachin 
country the upper part of the plant is said to be 
shielded with a chatty, and the male plant is said to 
be exterminated, leaving only one such plant stand- 
Cases have occurred in which the Danu 


ing. ; _ Dan 
people have been caught smuggling ganja into 
Burma. I don’t think the smuggling is general, 


because the drug is not much used down here. 


In the Eastern Division I have four Superintend- 
ents of Excise, each with two sergeants, to put 
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down opium smuggling from the Shan States, 
The establishment was working till last year in the 
Mandalay district, where it was found to be useless, 
It was therefore transferred to my Division on trial, 
I believe a small establishment still remains in 
Mandalay. I know of no other excise establish- 
ment in Upper or Lower Burma, except the Cus- 
toms Officers at the sea-ports. These establishments 
as well as the regular police initiate prosecutions, 
The prosecutions for smuggling and ilhcit growin 
of ganja are not numerous. ‘They have ecreauet 
in the Eastern Division since the employment of 
the excise establishment mentioned above. There 
were about nine or ten cases last year as well as I 
remember. Where the ordinary police is the only 
agency for detecting such cases it is probable that 
much less is done towards checking the growth of 
the plants and use of the drug than in the districts 
named. The prosecutions come to my notice 
through the diaries of the Excise Officers and.the 
monthly returns of the Magistrates, 


The Burmans generally approve of the prohibi- 
tion of drugs. Asa people they disapprove the use 
of the drug. I cannot say what is the feeling of 
the Hindus. I do not think the prohibition has 
had any effect in my Division; those who used to 
consume the drug still do so. The Burmans never 
used it to any great extent, and they do not now. 
I think the drug can always be got if it is wanted. 
Every native of India manages to get it. When 
enquiry was made on receipt. of the Commission’s 
heya specimens of the drugs were without 
difficulty procured from a sweeper. I was told that 
my mati had grown it in my own garden, though 
it had disappeared when I went to look for it owing 
to a flood. Most European officers are unable to 
recognize the plant, though the Burmans generally 
are acquainted with it. 

I think the prohibition should be maintained. 
If it were withdrawn the Burmans, who are a 
weak people, would be more likely to take to the 
drug. If the prohibition were more strictly en- 
forced there would be difficulty in getting the drug 
for medicinal purposes, such as the treatment of ele- 
phants, and this would be considered a hardship by 
the owners of elephants and would require special 
provision. The drug is said to be the sole remedy 
for most diseases of elephants. 


I have no information about the use of dhatura 
with ganja. In the departmental return of mili- 
tary police punishments from the Meiktila district 
within the last two or three months I saw that 
four men had been punished for using dhatura, 
When I asked the battalion commandant about it 
he told me the men had used dhatura because they 
were unable to procure opium. He told me that 
the men had gone mad for a day from using it. I 
don’t remember having noticed a case of dhatura 
having been used because ganja was not to be ob- 
tained. I don’t remember a policeman having ever 
been punished for using ganja. Returns of punish- 
ments of military and civil police were not, however, 
sent to the Commissioner till the last three or four 
months, 


The only forms of smuggling ganja of which I 
have any knowledge are those described above in 
the eastern frontier and smuggling through the 
post office, A Havildar of the military police was 
recently punished for smuggling in the latter way. 
As a Magistrate at Bassein I used to have to try 
cases of ganja seized on boardship, In Upper 
Burma the growth of the plant in a small way by 
consumers for their own use is general, but the 
consumers are few. The consumer, therefore, finds 
no difficulty in getting his supply, Government 

3E2 


380 


have never drawn special attention to the prohibi- 
tion with a view to enforcing it strictly, Their 
attitude has been practically that of the Burmese 
Government, viz., formal prohibition without stnct 
enforcement. I believe, however, that the drug is 
grown and used to a less extent now than it was 


under the Burmese kings, and I think the prohi- 

bition does check the spread of the habit among 

the Burmans, I do not think the Danu people are 

morally, with respect to intoxicants, a stronger 

people than the Burmans, but they are said to 
| yequire the drug owing to their damp climate. 





4. Evidence of Mason B.A. N. Parrort, Officiating Commissioner, Southern 
Division. 


1, Lhave been in Burma nearly twenty-five years, 
and all I know about ganja is from cases brought 
before me in Court. 


2. I only know ganja in the forms of sticks and 
leaves, It is called in Burmese “ sé chauk.” 


8. L know of no districts in Burma where it 
grows spontaneously. 

4, I only know it by the name “sé chauk.” 

5. I eannot say. It would grow well, I think, 
over most part of Burma. I have seen plants in 
Thayetmyo and Kyaukse districts. 

6. Scattered, I think. 

7. I saw a little in Kyaukse district in 1888-89, 
I think. I think it was grown for production of 
ganja. 

8. I cannot say. 

9, I do not know. 

10, In the only two cases I can remember, one 
was an ordinary cultivator; but, if I remember 
right, half native. In the other, it was a native of 
India. 

11, I do not know. 

12, Ido not know. I think not. 

18. Ganja is not allowed in Burma. 

14, I have only seen ganja in the form of twigs 
and leaves. It is used, I understand, for mixing 
with sweetmeats and cheroots, and is used only by 
natives of India, sepoys, and prostitutes. 

15, I cannot say. 

16. I do not know, 


17. I cannot say. Natives of India only as far 
as I know. 


18, I do not know. 

19. I cannot say. 

20, Only natives of India, sepoys, and prosti- 
tutes. 

21, 22 and 23. I do not know. 

24, Cannot say. 


25, Decrease I should say, for I have had very 
few cases before me within the past few years. 


26, Cannot say. 

27. Please see No. 20. 
28. I do not know. 
29, Cannot say. 


30, 31, 32 and 33. Do not know, 


35, Yes; it is prohibited here. It would, I 
have no doubt, be consumed illicitly, but only to a 
small extent, The number of consumers in Burma 
is small I think, and no serious discontent has 
occurred, It would not amount to a political 
danger. I cannot say as regards (a) or (3). 

36, No; I do not think so, 

37 to 39. I cannot answer these questions, 

40, Not that I have heard of. 

41, I do not know, and have never heard that 
charas, ganja or bhang were beneficial. 

42, I cannot say. I should doubt these being 
harmless, 

43. I do not know. My experience of ganja 
smokers is very slight. 


44, I cannot say. As ganja has been prohibited 
here so long, and 1s only mostly met with in the 
seaport and military stations and posts, my know- 
ledge of the subject: is limited. 


45. From what I have seen of ganja smokers, 
I should say it certainly had a noxious effect, 
physically, mentally and morally. 


46. I am unable to discuss the question. 
47 and 48, Cannot say, 


49. Do not know. Jt is used by prostitutes. 
Cannot say if the use of hemp tends to produce 
impotence. 


50, Cannot say. 


51 and 52, Cannot say. My experience of ganja 
smokers in Burma is limited. 


53. I should say it would, but cannot quote any 
cases, 


54, I have heard so, but cannot give instances, 
55. I have heard so, 

56 and 57. Cannot say. 

58. I think it is working well. 


59. Probably some more European Excise Inspec- 
tors would do good. 


60, 61 and 62, Ganja is prohibited here, 
63, They are not sold here. 

64, 65, 66 and 67, Not allowed here, 
68 and 69. No, 

70. Cannot say. 





5. Evidence of Mr. A. R. Brrxs, Officiating Commissioner, Arakan Division. 


1. I have had no special opportunities for 
obtaining information, as my attention has not been 
directed to the subject. The information now 
supplied has been given me by Mr, Wadman, 
Inspector of Excise in this Division. In one or 
two cases I have had ganja produced in Court, and 


IT am aware it is sometimes sent through the post 
office to men in the military police force. 


2, The Burmese name for ganja is “sé chauk.” 


3. A species of wild hemp grows in the Division, 
but not abundantly. 
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A. It is called “boil ally” by the Chittago- 
nians. who use it in this Division. 
5. Not known, | 21. Flat ganja ; the price varies from Rs, 35 to 
6. It grows like a weed and is scattered, ' Rs, 45 per seer. 
12. I believe not. From enquiries it appears 22, The little ganja that is used here is smuggled 


that the wild h is obverv little jy ; from Chittagong. In the shipping season a little 
used baliaisotinita ite lientlints c ittle good, and only : is brought by native vessels from the Madras side. 


18, Ganja deteriorates after being kept two | ag is de sad, 
months in the damp climate of Arakan. If well | , 25: 1 should say that ganja is more used than 
wrapped up in cloth and put in a edutty with formerly, I believe the military police introduced 
paddy husks and buried near a fire-place, it will | ito Burma since the annexation indulge in this 
stand for about four months at the most. Mr, ; When they can get it. 
Wadman has seized ganja buried in this way. 31, There is no tendency to excessive consump- 


19. Charas is not used here. Ganja is smoked sot After indulgence for one year the habit, is 
: ; ; hard to break off. 
or put in curries and cakes, It is also taken with 
milk, When put in curries or milk the juice is | 42, I have never heard of any cases where the 
extracted first. Smoking is the most common | Use of the drug has been found harmful, 
way in which the drug is used. 43. Yes, 


20. The natives of India are the only people 








6. Evidence of Mr. J. K. Macnaz, Magistrate of Hanthawaddy. 


Oral evidence. only secret smuggling in small quantities is the 
rule, The police, as a rule, acted on the statements 
F ; ; of informers. No special measures were taken b 
_ Question 1.—T have been in the Burma Commis- | the Government to enforce the prohibition. These 
sion since 1860. I have been in charge of ten | aye all the cases of smuggling I know, In Rangoon 
districts in all Divisions of Lower Burma. I have I am not in the way of hearing of cases, For the 
not served in Upper Burma. I have had all the 


“eM : : last four or five years there has been a special Excise 
sede both im the Arakan and Tenasserim Department in every district, or at least in certain 
ivisions, 


districts, in large districts on the sea-coast. It is 
Before prohibition was introduced, I noticed that | employed on opium, spirits and drugs. But I 
the use of ganja had begun in the Sandoway and | believe the establishment had its origin in the desire 
Kaipin districts of Arakan, The Arakanese do | to suppress opium, and also to protect the revenue 
differ from the Burmans, who do not acknowledge | from illicit distillation and importation of spirits. 
them as the same race. I know of no cases of use | These were the two main objects, I believe. 


by pure Burmans before the prohibition. The | — J¢ is possible that the action already taken might 
Arakanese have now quite abandoned the use of | 10 supplemented by further action, but I have not 
ganja. I have been there in 1885-56, and never knew | thought out the matter. I should regard the tax- 
any instances of use then by the Arakanese. I | j1. of imports for natives of India as a licensing of 
know of no reason to believe that Burmans would importation, and I would oppose that. I would 
have taken to ganja apart from prohibition, except | have prohibition, pure and simple. My object is to 
that they are excitable and also easily led by keep the drug from the Burmans, and I do not 
fashion, Their adoption of the opium habit leads to | think the class of natives who use it habitually are 
the supposition that they would have adopted ganja. | \yanted here, My experience of natives of India is 
The prohibition has succeeded in keeping them from | <5 |imited that I really do not know about that, 
it. As to natives of India, it, must have succeeded | Tn the case of the army, I think that men should 
in keeping much ganja out of the country. I do | je recruited who do not use the drug. I know 
not believe that ganja is a marketable commodity i | nothing personally of the effects of the drug's in 
the bazars, It is smuggled in small quantities, but | Tydia,” But I believe from what I have heard and 
no facts have come to my notice to show that it 18 | yead that it would be a bad thing for Burmans to 
obtainable by any one who chooses to pay high acquire the habit, and I do not think that the 
enough. habits of immigrants should be considered. It is 

I am Magistrate of the Hanthawaddy district, | possible that advocates of local option might think 
with my head-quarters in Rangoon. The heavy | the same in regard to liquor used by Europeans in 
cases of smuggling referred to in Mr. Culloden’s | Burma, It isa matter of opinion. I cannot say. 
memorandum of lst December last have not come | Natives of India of the proper class are required in 
to my notice. I know nothing about them. When | Burma, and I believe they are not, as a rule, habi- 
in charge of Akyab a few cases of smuggling (two | tual consumers. Perhaps, though general licenses 
or three a year) came to my notice—seizures at the | would be bad, personal licenses, as in the case of 
Customs House. They were one or two cases of | opium, might be given. I believe in this experi- 
bundles of, say, about a cubic foot in bulk of ganja | ment im regard to opium, and I think it might be 
each inayear. They were brought in by ‘coasting | tried in regard to ganja, that is, that the natives of 
steamers. Also some cases occurred of small quan- | India who use the drug should be compelled to be 
tities being found in people’s houses. I believe | registered, and it should be prohibited to Burmans, 














". Evidence of Mr. K. G. Burne, Deputy Commissioner, Mandalay. 


1. I have had little or no opportunity in Burma, | extent cultivated for medicinal purposes, chiefly for 
as the cultivation of hemp is prohibited, though in | cattle, I believe ; but the cultivation was put a stop 
1891, as mentioned further on, hemp was to asmall | to, 
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What is known as ganja or ‘sé chauk’ is 
smuggled into Burma from India vid the post or by 
steamer by natives of India, 


In 1891, 351 tolas of ganja were seized, of which 
800 tolas came from India. In 1892, 674 from 
Shan States and India. In 1893, 10,780 tolas 
from Shan States and India, of which 9,897 tolas 
‘came from India, but none from Burma, as far as 
known, 


8. The hemp plant was found cultivated to a 
small extent in some parts of the Madaya and 
Pyniulwin townships of this district in 1891, but 
measures were at once taken, and there is at the pre- 
sent time no hemp grown at all. 


4, By one name, ganja or sé chauk. 
5, I am not aware of any special conditions. 
In places where it was grown the rainfall ran 
from 30 to 50 inches per annum, and elevation 
from about 300 feet to 3,600 above sea level. 

7. None known here. 

19. Ganja so called, or sé chauk, used to be used 
for medicinal purposes only in this district, Except 
by natives of India. 

85. (a) Yes, asin Burma, 

(c) By the existing excise law. 

(d@) I cannot say The Burmese do not con- 
sume any of these drugs pure and simple, but the 
ganja with ingredients for medicine, 

(ce) I cannot say. 

(7) Prohably. 


54, Not in Burma as far as my own experience 
goes, 


the kind taken in this district after the extension of 
the Excise Act to Upper Burma in 1888. I do not 
think that the correspondence with the Commission- 
er would throw light on the amount of cultivation. 
I know of no prohibition of cultivation under 
Burmese rule, and I have been told by Burmese 
officials that cultivation went on then. I believe 
that there is now no cultivation in this district. 
I have made enquiries, and the reports of all my 
officers show that the cultivation does not exist. 
I have not myself seen the plant growing, I 
should not recognize it, : 


The figures given in my paper (answer No, 1) 
regarding seizures refer to my own district only. 
They are taken from the records of prosecutions or 
of eases of ganja seized without discovery of the 
offender. I cannot explain the increase in 1893. 
But of the 10,780 tolas for that year, over 7,000 
tolas were found in a box which came from India, 
It was discovered by the customs officials, who 
warned us, The consignee was a native of India, 
and a petty trader. I understand that he got the 
drug to sell, The figures I have given in my 
paper are figures for seizures, They show the 
cases that have come to hght, There were pro- 
bably many cases that did not come to hight. I 
think that such a large amount of smuggling 
would not indicate that all was to be used locally. 
The importers might hope to dispose of the drug 
over all Upper Burma. I do not think they 
would expect to create ademand. There is ademand 
among sepoys, military police, and other natives of 
India. There were some other seizures in 1893, 
amounting in one case to 300 tolas and man 
small items, and totalling altogether 10,180 from 
India. Other cases were of military police re- 
turning from duty in the Shan States. I cannot 
give any special reason for the great activity in 
1893, But it may have been due to the fact that 
troops and military police were on duty more in 
189] and 1892, and centred here more in 1893. 
I remember the prohibition of 1873, I was There has been special establishment off and on 
then in the Tenasserim Division in the Amherst | since 1891; but it has been largely reduced last 
district, There was no ganja shop there. So I | Ye" We have still one Superintendent, one 
know nothing about the effects of the prohibition. We stk ape eight Sagan The Sergeants are 

In 1882 I was in the Hangawaddy district reread) aes a i see rte ie 
(Rangoon) ; but I cannot say anything about the | 4 jaroer area. as its Pie eas Oat oe 
effect of the amendment of the law, inasmuch as . ; Lilie: Siege tie 

= fie meg ; , was held not to produce good results, 
cases of illegal possession did not, so far as I 
remember, come under my notice. The boundary of the Shan States against Manda- 

Soon after I took charge of Mandalay district lay is a very easy one for smuggling. It is jungle, 
in 1891 my attention was drawn to the subject, | ™ parts uninhabited, This applies more or less to 
I have no recollection of cases before that. In | !! the eastern meg 
1891 I found that hemp was grown in gardens, 
compounds, and cleared yards round houses in this 
district. There was no extensive cultivation by 
any individual : no field cultivation, but individuals 
had plants, I was told, planted for their own use. 















Oral evidence. 


T have been in the Burma Commission for twenty- 
two years. I have served in the Tenasserim, Ir- 
rawaddy, and Pegu Divisions of Lower Burma, and 
have been in Mandalay (Upper Burma) since 1891. 


The cases of smuggling through the post, which 
have come to light, have been consignments to 
military men, not to the general public. There 
are only five Burmans in respect to whom any 
seizure has been made during the last three years. 
It was reported to me by local officers, because excise | All the rest are natives of India. In the case 
was being specially looked after in connection with | of postal consiguments, detection has been by the 
opium smugging. Es was in measures taken in | postal authorities, 
connection with the detection of opium smugegli . . 
which was beheved to be otifadei ; wHaOEI este ; ane eee bere ta for the:post office authorities, 
this ganja cultivation to light. It was not general when tiry age hoe parcel, to give intimation 
oy over an extended area ; but I cannot say that it io qerRerenne cere tétore sialivery, 
was not formal cultivation, TI believe it was gene- 
rally for medicinal purposes for man and beast ; 
but it may have been used for smoking. I issued 
order, under the cognizance of the Commissioner, 
warning the people that this was illegal, and that 
those who cultivated the drug would be prosecuted, | for cattle and ponies, not so much for human 


A few prosecutions did follow, one or two cases, as | beings. But generally the attitude is not of 
an example, I believe this was the first action of | indifference. 


As far as my experience goes, the general opinion 
of Burmans in respect to prohibition is one of in- 
difference. I have heard a Burman official declare 
that he thought the prohibition was hard on the 
poorer people using the drug medicinally, chiefly 
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8. Evidence of Masor W. F. H. Grey, Deputy Commissioner, Toungoo. 


_1. Personal observation and the reports of subor- 
dinates, 


3. Prome and Shwebo, It is/ not abundant in 
either, 
4, The Burmese name is bing. 
7. No. 
12. I have heard that it is sometimes cultivated 
in toungyas in the Prome district, but the practice 
is uncommon, 


41, I am informed that fishermen believe that 
by the use of ganja their powers of diving and 
remaining under water can be increased, and that, 
in spite of the prohibitions, it is occasionally used 
by them with this object. 

67. No. 


I have no information whatever with regard to 
the questions left unanswered, 





9. Evidence of Mx. A. M. B. Irwin, Deputy Commissioner, Tharrawaddy. 


1, Only police reports of prosecutions for pos- 
sessing ganja. 

2. Ihave never come across charas. Ganja is 
called by Burmans “sé chauk,’’? which means 
“dry drug” or “dry tobacco.” In Akyab it is 
called ginza, The specimens I have seen may have 
been ganja or may have been bhang, I do not 
know. The Burmans make no distinction. 

3. I do not know of any. 

14, Not that I know of. 

19. I do not know. 

22, From Bengal, I believe. 

25. Pretty stationary, I think, 

26, I do not know. 


27, I believe ganja is largely consumed in 
Burma a natives of India, I know it is in 
Akyab, I think the prohibition of possession has 
very little effect. So far as I am aware, Burmans 
never took kindly to hemp drugs. 


35, It is consumed illicitly, and prohibition can, 
I think, never be wholly successful. 


43. I think so, 


51. I never detected any connection between 
them. 


53. No ; I know of no ease. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1—I have been seventeen years in the 
Civil Service. I joined the service m 1376 and 
came to Burma in 1877, I have served in all divi- 
sions of Lower Buma and not in Upper Burma at 
all. 


Question 27.—TI have served two years in Akyah, 
and my written answer is based on that experience 
and facts which came to my notice from 1831 to 
1883 in Rangoon. I have come across no instance of 
consumption of the hemp drug by Burmans, even the 
Arakanese, The Arakanese regard themselves as 
a distinct race and hate the Burmans. The police 
reports I refer to in written answer to question No, 
1 are the first and final reports of offences. ~ I have 
not dealt with any cases of smuggling or illegal 

ssession since I have been District Magistrate, 
T teoolloct that cases of smuggling did occur on 
British India ships coming to Akyal. I have 
no information about smuggling by native craft, 
though it is possible it occurs. I cannoi recollect any 
facts connected with the smuggling into Rangoon, 
I have general recollection of prosecutions in the 
Shwegyin district before I went to Rangoon. In 
Akyab certainly ganja can be bought in the bazar. 
I have never made practical test of the fact, nor do 
I know the price the drug sells at. 


I do not think my statement that prohibition of 
possession has very little effect is too strong as 
regards Arakan, where my experience is most re- 
cent, Jam not so sure that the same statement 
would apply to Rangoon; but I think it is probably 
true therealso. It is true, I believe, that the Indian 
population in Burma is increasing, My answer to 
question 25 may be read as applying to the habit 
and the proportion of consumers, and not to the 
total consumption. 


I think that the working of the prohibition is a 
means of oppression by the police and a cause of 
corruption among them. The Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Akyab, who has to deal with the prosecu- 
tions, used to class a great many cases as intention- 
ally false, which means that the cases were got up 
hy the informers or the police or excise officers. 


Question 59,—I do not think the present prohi- 
bition causes any discontent, and that, therefore, it 
would be unwise to withdraw it without very strong 
reasons, The Burmese certainly do not feel any 
discontent, and I think the people of India can 
get the drug when they wantit. This is not 
satisfactory, it is true. But I cannot make any 
definite recommendation regarding changing the 
system, because I have not formed any opinion re- 
garding the harmful effects of the drug. If it 
were proved that the drug were more harmful 
than opium, I should probably be in favour of 
maintaining the present prohibition at all costs. 
But if it is not sufficiently harmful to justify total 
prohibition, I would advise what I proposed for 
opium before the Opium Commission, wiz., that 
possession should only be permitted to licensed 
individuals without distinction of race, and that 
part of the revenue should be raised by such 
licenses. The remainder of the revenue would be 
raised as before, that is to say, in the case of opium 
by the fee for the right of selling and the fixed 
duty on the drug, and in the case of ganja by the 
right of selling only, The right of sale should be 
granted on fixed fees, and not by auction. If it 
were feasible to fix the price of ganja as the price of 
opium is fixed, my proposal would not be affected. 
A point, however, to be kept in view would be the 
equalisation of the wholesale price in different prov- 
inces. Experience shows that in the case of opium 
differences of price are an inducement to smuggling. 
I do not think it is likely that the Burmans would 
ever take to ganja, for they have not taken advan- 
tage of the opportunities, such as they are, which 
have already presented themselves, though they 
have taken to liquor and opium readily enough. 
Amongst the best class of Burmans there are some 
consumers of liquor and opium. Total abstinence 
is notin practice a very strong sentiment, though 
the religious injunction is very strict, 
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10. Evidence of Mz. H. Apamson, Deputy Commissioner, Meiktila. 


1. The experience of sixteen years’ work as an 
Assistant Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner 
in Burma. As, however, bhang, charas and ganja 
nave been prohibited in Burma for twenty years 
and more, all dealings in these drugs are secret, and 
an official hears very little about them. 


2, The definitions are correct. 


8, I understand that the hemp plant, from which 
drugs can be got, does not grow spontaneously here 
but must be cultivated. 


4, The bin-pin or segyaukpin, I believe they 
are the same plant. The bin-pin is not to be 
confounded with the bein-pin, which is the poppy. 


7. It is cultivated secretly in gardens occasional- 
ly, and it is said that the soil of almost any garden 
in the country is suitable for its production. 


13. It is altogether prohibited. 


14, Whether they are prepared or not, I cannot 
say ; but all these are to be found in the possession 
of natives of India, who secretly traffic in them. 


20, Natives of India, such as military police, 
camp followers, shoemakers, mehters, etc. Very 
few Burmans use it. 


22, The charas used is almost entirely imported 
from India. 


25. Its use among Burmans is so trifling as to 
be scarcely worth notice, 


33. Bin or ganja used to be classed with opium 
in the time of Burmese rule, and its use was nomin- 
ally prohibited. 


85. As a: natives of India, I am doubtful. 
But the prohibition during the past twenty years 
has certainly had the effect of preventing the vice 
from spreading from Indians to Burmans. 


40. Yes; ganja was used for dysentery by 
Burmese doctors, and it is considered imvaluable as 
a medicine for elephants. 


43, Yes, 


58. I consider that the present system of locall 
prohibiting these drugs is working well, Fig 
think that it should not be inany way changed, 

70. In the instructions to witnesses it is stated 
thatthe Commission are anxious to know whether 
the consumption of charas and bhang has increased 
since the prohibition of ganja. There appears to 
be a misapprehension, as the prohibition of ganja 
has always included the prohibition also of charas 
and bhang. Prosecutions for illegal possession of 
ganja are common enough. But there have been 
very few prosecutions with regard to either charas 
or bhang. I cannot say why, as these drugs are 
common enough. I had no diffieulty in procuring 
a piece of charas from the bazar here for my own 
inspection through a servant. Itis said to sell for 
its weight in silver, It is quite clear that, not- 
withstanding the prohibition, these dings are 
smugeled into the country toa considerable extent, 
for they are in common use among natives of 
India. But it is certain that their use among 
Burmans is quite insignificant, and I have no 
doubt that this fact is due in great measure to 
their use being prohibited by law. 





ll. Evidence of Mr. H. G. Batren,* Deputy Commissioner, Uergui. 


1. I have served in the Burma Commission since 
April 1878 and have been located in the following 
towns and districts of Burma,—Rangoon, Pegu, 
Moulmein, Hanthawaddy, Henzada, Myanoung, 
Sandoway, Thayetmyo, Thongwa, and in Mergui 
since January 1890, I was on the Kumaon 
Commission, North-West Provinces, from October 
1869 to April 1873, Hemp was extensively grown 
in Kumaon and Garhwal, and I had good opportu- 
nities of becoming acquainted with the plant. 

2. In Mergui the hemp plant is known as the 
pi-san-bin, the plant from which nets and ropes 
are made. The drug is generally known as seg- 
yauk, or the medicine which induces nervousness or 
tright—a narcotie in fact. 


3, I have only noticed the indigenous wild plant 
in this district, Mergui, where it is abundant 
throughout. 

4. Pi-san-bin is the only name given for the 
hemp generally. 

5. The soil should be rich alluvial loam, climate 
hot and damp, low level. Hemp used to be culti- 
vated to some extent before the Act prohibiting it 
came into force throughout the district. 

6. Dense in open spaces or clearings. 


7. Not now, except secretly for (a), (8), (c), and 
to a very small extent. 


8 and 9. Nil. 
10, 11 and 12. No. 


18. Nil. Possible all over the district. 


14, None, except illicit. In January 1891 I 
convicted a Siamese man for growing hemp in a 
village in the Tenasserim township. He was a 
known bad character and was at the same time 


convicted under Arms Act. He grew the plant to 
prepare the ganja. 


15. The flowers and leaves are simply dried and 
used for smoking. 


16, (a) and (8) Yes. 
(c) No. 
17. No particular class. 


18. The climate would injure any such drug 
after a short period, 


19. For smoking only. Formerly, before the 
growing of hemp was prohibited, people used the 
leaves of the cultivated hemp for mixing with their 
curnes, 


22, Foreign, imported illicitly from India and 
from across Siamese frontier. The Subdivisional 
Officer, Maliwun, recently convicted a military 
policeman (Gurkha) for possession of ganja 
procured, he said, from across the river 
(Siamese territory). 


25. Hardly prevalent, except by a few natives of 
India and Siamese. 


27. Ganja is smoked by the Punjabis and Hin- 
dustanis in the Police and Survey, and habit acquir- 
ed before there arrival, Also by Siamese who 
come into our territories. The Siamese growing 


* Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral examivation, bat was unable to appear. 
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hemp and smoking ganja is toa great extent in 
in their own country. 


30. In solitude generally, By males chiefly. 
31. (a), (2) and (c) Yes. 
32. None that I know of. 


33, All use of narcotics is forbidden by the 
Buddhist law, and persons addicted to use of same 
are held in disrepute. I believe the same holds 


good amongst the Siamese, who are bound by the 
same laws, 


34, No. 

35, Already illicit in Burma. 
36. No. 

40, (a) No. 

(6) Yes, for elephants. 

41, No. 


42, Even the moderate use seems to affect the 
nervous system, 


43, Yes, as far as I know. 
44, (2) Exciting. 

(4) No. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) and (e) No. 

(f) Only a short time. 

(g) Yes, depression of spirits. 
(2) Yes, like most narcotics. 
45, (a) and (2) Yes. 

(c) and (¢) No, 

(e) Induces laziness. 


(7) Yes; persons become temporarily imbecile, 
laughing or crying, and behave in a childish way. 


46, Two Punjabi policemen in the Reserve 
Police became insane from the excessive use of the 


drug. 
47, I believe not. 


50, Habitual and excessive use is said here to 
produce impotence, 


51, 52, 53 and 54, No. 
55. I never heard of any such cases in Burma. 


58. Total prohibition, such as is sanctioned for 
Burma, oily system possible, 


8) 


Extract from letter from Mr. BATTEN ap- 
pended to his evidence. 


Question 27,—I am indebted to Mr. Leslie, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, for most of the 
information which I can give on the subject. Mr. 
Leslie has been in the district since 1861, and has 
spent most of his time on the Siamese frontier on 
the Packchan, 


Formerly hemp was grown in the parts of the 
district populated by Siamese, that is, in parts of 
the Tenasserim township and in the Lenya and 
Maliwun township. The hemp was sown and 
cultivated in clearings in a similar way, as is usual 
with tobacco, 


The Burmans in other parts of the district grew 
a little hemp, using the dried leaf to mix in their 
chicken curries, 


The Siamese use the cultivated variety of hemp) 
and, when the plant is in bud and before it flowers, 
the plants are plucked or cut, and the whole, dried 
leaves, buds, and stems together, are dried in the sun 
and kept tied up in bundles, wrapped round with 
cloth for use when required. The Siamese use this 
preparation only for smoking, and_ the use of the 
drug is chiefly confined to men. Instances of its 
use by women are rare. When the new law came 
into force in Lower Burma, the growing of hemy 
on our side of the frontier practically ceased, 
though on the Siamese side it goes on to a certain 
extent, but not to the same extent as before; the 
Siamese oflicials, especially the Raja of Renong, 
having realized the baneful result of its use, dis- 
countenanced it, 


Ganja may be said to be extinct, as already 
stated, on our side, except in a few cases of new 
arrivals from Siamese territory, who procure what 
ganja they require from across the frontier. 

Since the native of India police entertained by 
the Raja of Renong were replaced by Siamese, the 
use of ganja in Renong has been much reduced. 


It is believed that there is still a small illicit 
trade in ganja from Tonka and Kopa to Burmese 
ports. The trade is in the hands of the Bengalis 
and Siamese lascars of the Chinese steamers trad- 
ing from these ports. 

None of this ganja, as far as TI can ascertain 
comes into Mergui. It is probably taken to Moul- 
mein and Rangoon forthe use of the Bengalis 
there resident. 

Smoking of ganja is looked upon by respectable 
Siamese in much the same light as opium smoking 
is regarded by Burmans, and is chiefly confined to 
the lower classes, 


Wild hemp grows all over the district in open 
spaces, but is not used; the leaves of the wild 
variety having neither strength nor flavour. 





12. Evidence of Mason G. S. Eyrz, Deputy Commissioner, Sagaing. 


1. Have served in Burma since 1879, and have 
exercised the powers of a Magistrate throughout this 
period in different parts of the country, viz., Hen- 
zada, Maobeng, Shwegyin, Rangoon, Akyab, 
Paungde, Pagan, Pakokku, Monywa, and Sagaing. 

2, The definitions given may be accepted for this 
province. I have personally only come across 
bhang and ganja. Both are locally known as sé 
chauk; sometimes bhang is distinguished as bin, 
a corruption of the Indian name. 

3. None. 


vol. vii. 


7, None, 
13. The possession even of ganja has been pro- 
hibited by law for the past twenty years. 


14, None legally. Natives of India occasionally 
cultivate afew plants, but are generally detected 
and fined. A case occurred of _Burmans growing 
ganja for sale to natives of India, but they were 
detected and the plants destroyed at once, 


22, Lilicitly imported from Madras and Calcutta. 


25, On the decrease. Reasons: I have not had 
3 
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any cases brought to court for some years, Illicit 
use, or sale, or possession is promptly reported for 
sake of the reward. 

33, Any Burman Buddhist consuming these 
drugs would be regarded as utterly abandoned. 
The Buddhist scriptures entirely forbid the use of 
these drugs, 


34, No, none; but natives of India use the drug. 
Few respectable members of that community use it, 
and the few who use if can get opium instead. 


Of Burmans, one out of many thousands may 
use the drug, 


85. Total prohibition has been in force for twenty 
years past. The drug is consumed illicitly, but 
practically by natives of India only, and to a very 
limited extent, The total prohibition does not 
cause discontent to the Burman population, and 
few respectable persons amongst the native of India 
community consume the drug. The existing prohi- 


reduce the consumption toa minimum, Natives of 









India who used ganja and bhang in India probably 


use opium in Burma, 

36, Certainly not. 

40, Not by Burman native doctors, 

43, There are too few consumers for me to give 
an opinion. 

45, I have known natives of India go off their 
heads from using bhang or ganja. 

58, Working well. Not capable of further im- 
provement. Very little of the drug is smuggled. 
The majority of cases are detected and offenders 
punished, It is impossible to prevent smuggling 
altogether. 

62, The total prohibition now im force is abso- 
lutely necessary. Were the use of the drug to be 
sanctioned, the spread of the habit would be great, 
and the results lamentable. 

64, Import and export totally prohibited in 


Burma. 
68. None. 








13. Evidence of Mr. W. N. Porrer, Deputy Commissioner, Upper Chindwin. 


1, Twenty-three years’ service in Burma, The 


Police and Commission. 
2. In this district and elsewhere, so far as my 
experience extends, hemp of all kinds is known as 


se chauk. There are no separate names for 
separate forms of it. 


3. Does not grow spontaneously, but very 
luxuriantly, when planted, everywhere in Burma. 





4, Only sé chauk. Yes. 


7. No, Medicine men sometimes cultivate a plant 
or two for medicinal purposes, but the fact is kept 
very secret, Nearly all the different forms of hemp 
are imported by natives of India for their own con- 
sumption. Very little is cultivated, and that only 
after precautions have been taken against detection. 


17, Natives of India usually. Very few natives 
of Burma indulge in ganja, 

19, No, It is put in curry, the flavour of which 
it is said to improve. The leaves of the hemp are 
also occasionally smoked with tobacco in the form 
of cigars by Burmans and Shans, but instances of 
either use are very rare, 

20, Shans in the Upper Chindwin used to do so 
under the Burman regime, The practice, however, 
was not very wide-spread nor general, and since the 
British occupation and absolute prohibition, the use 
of hemp has practically disappeared. 

21, The leaves of the hemp plant. 

22. Not used. 


23. Principally by natives of India, but very 
seldom by Burmans and Shans. 


25, Rapid decrease among Burmans and Shans, 


owing to the absolute prohibition of the drug and 
measures adopted to enforce it. The use of the 
various forms of the hemp plant is rather common 
among natives of India. 


27. I can’t speak for natives of India, In ease 
of Burmans and Shans the practice of hemp con- 
sumption is so very uncommon that information in 
regard to questions Nos, 26 and 27 is not available. 
In fact, among them there are nohabitual consumers, 
the young bloods only occasionally indulging. 


31. Among Burmans and Shans it does not 
amount toa habit. They have no difficulty in 
refraining from its use, because they so seldom take 
it. 

33. Hemp consumption is regarded with strong 
disapproval by Burmans and Shans, 


40. Yes; both by Burman and Shan medicine 
men asa febrifuge and digestive and remedy for 
rheumatism, 


44, On Burmans and Shans its use leads to 
temporary mental derangement or intoxication, as 
it commonly happens that, when taken at all, which 
is very seldom, it is taken in excess, 

45, I can’t say ; the hemp habit is so infrequent 
in Burma. 


49, Yes; occasionally. I have heard of afew 
instances, 


51. No. Nonein the case of Burmans and Shans. 
With regard to natives of India I can’t say. 


57. The leaves of the hemp plant are sometimes 
eaten in cur The effect is to intoxicate and 
induce sexual desire. 





14. Evidence of Mx. S. H. T. pp 1a Cournneuve, Deputy Commissioner, Pakokku, 
Upper Burma, 


1, Twenty-one years’ service in Burma : sixteen 
in Lower Burma, and five in Upper Burma, 


2, Ganja is known in this province under one 


name only, vtz., sé gyauk, This is the flowers and 
leaves of the plant, 


3. I have never seen it grown, I have served in 
nine districts in Lower Burma and five in Upper 


Burma, and have never seen the plant or heard of 
it either as indigenous or cultivated. 

4, Sé gyauk is the generic term for ganja. 

6. Not indigenous. 

7. No. 

14, No, 

19, S& gyauk is not used for smoking by the 









387 


natives of Burma. It is used asa medicine only, 
and that in very limited quantities, 


and consumption of ganja in this province in 
1872-74 has had the best results and cannot be 


58, The absolute prohibition of the production | improved upon. 





15. Evidence of Mr. A. L. Hoven, Deputy Commissioner, Akyab. 


1, Little or none. Ganja has been prohibited in 
Burma for very many years and is not used by the 
people of the country so far as I know. 

2, Never saw or heard of anything but ganja. 
What I have seen looks like dried leaves or dried 
sprigs. 

3, None in Burma to my knowledge. 

14, None to my knowledge in Burma. 

19, I do not know how ganja is used, 

20. I know of no one but natives of India using 
ganja. 

21. I do not know. 

25. The use of ganja is, I think, on the increase 
in Burma, because the number of cases in court 
have, I think, increased since more native of India 
troops and military police came into the country 
subsequent to the events of 1885. My three 
years’ experience as District Magistrate of Rangoon 
leads me to say this, and the influx of natives of 
India steadily going on should cause this result. 

26, Cannot possibly know. 


35, The Financial Commissioner has asked me 
to furnish you with the following information :— 

(i) The smuggling of ganja. 

(ii) The success of the system of prohibition 

which has been adopted in Burma. 

As regards point (i), I am inclined to think 
after a three years’ experience as Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Rangoon town from May 1890 to June 
1393, that smuggling has increased, and that it is 


due to the influx of the natives of India from 
the Madras side, also to the increase of native 
troops since the events of 1885, The records of 
cases tried and the experience of the Rangoon 
Excise and Customs officers will, I think, prove 
that I am in all probability right. It is now 
brought in, to some extent, by post, but principally 
in Rangoon by the crew of the British India Steam 
Navigation Company’s steamers, who put it in 
floating tins, and as they come up the river some- 
where about Elephant Point throw it overboard to 
accomplices who are on the look-out in small boats, 
or sampans, 


As regards the (ii) point, I should think, con- 
sidering the fact that ganja is not used by the 
indigenous races of Burma, or if it is, only in very 
solitary instances, that the system of prohibition 
has, onthe whole, been successful; but it is by 
no means certain whether the success may not be 
due to the fact that the use of opium has taken its 
place, I cannot give any other facts to support my 
view. The Financial Commissioner has also desired 
me to give the quantity of ganja smuggled into 
this district during the past three years. The ap- 
proximate quantity smuggled is as follows :— 


1890-91 ‘ . ‘ 254 tolas, 
1891-92 . , . 2671 ©, 
1892-93 e ° ° e 1,018 95 


58, Hemp drugs are prohibited in Burma, 
60, Not produced in Burma, to my knowledge. 
63, None in Burma, 





16, Evidence of Mr. J.S. D. Fraser, Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 


1. No personal experience regarding the differ- 
ent narcotie products of the hemp plant. My 
personal experience is only regarding the smug- 
gling of ganja into the province, 

My answers are framed from enquiries made 
from the Civil Surgeon, Pegu, the Hospital 
Assistant of Kyauktan (a native of India), the 
Subdivisional Officer, Pegu, and Township Officer, 
Kyauktan, both Burman officers of long service 
and experience, Mr. Fowle, the Subdivisional 
Officer, Kyauktan, who has seen service in Upper 
Burma, especially in Wuntho, a Burman doctor of 
thirty years practice, and Mr. Dias, an Advocate of 
Pegu, who knows the Burmans, their habits and 
customs thoroughly. 

2. Two definitions of ganja are only known— 

(a) St gyauk or bin, which is equivalent to 
the nds name of bhang, applied tothe 
dry leaves of the hemp plant, whether 
male or femaie. 

(2) Kali-hpu, which is equivalent to the 
Indian name of ganja or dried flower- 
ing tops of cultivated female hemp 
plants. 


Charas is not known amongst the Burmese in 
this district. 
3. Before ganja was prohibited in Burma, the 


cultivated in Bassein district at Chauk Chaunggyi 
and Chauk Chaungale, and in small quantities in 
this district near the Yomas and Shwegyin dis- 
trict, as bawni. Mr, Fowle, Subdivisional Officer, 
Kyauktan, reports the hemp plant is grown in the 
back gardens in the Wuntho township, at the base 
of the spurs of hills radiating from the Maing- 
thong peak. 

4, S& gyauk or bin, 

Yes, 


5. Wild hemp not seen, Cultivated hemp used 
to be grown on slopes at the foot of rising ground 
on hills low enough to obtain sufficient Lut not tov 
much moisture. 


6. The cultivated hemp plants were planted 
about three feet apart. 


7. I am not aware of any cultivation of the 
hemp plant in this district at present. 


8, See answer to No. 7. 

9. Not known to me, 

10, See answer to No. 7. 

11. Don’t know. 

12, No. 

13. Ganja has been absolutely prohibited in the 


hemp plant is reported to have been abundantly | province for the last twenty years, I should say it 
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would be impossible to cultivate the hemp plant in 
the paddy kwins of this district. 


14, Not to my knowledge. 


Ganja is smuggled into the province ready pre- 
pared for use of natives of India. 


15. Unable to give particulars, as the subject is 
not known to me, 


16. Don’t know, 

17. Formerly by Karens and Talaings. 

18, No personal knowledge on the subject. 

19, Ganja is sometimes used for flavouring cur- 
ries and medicinal purposes. 

Charas not known, 

20. No statistics available, 

21. Flat ganja. 

22, Charas not known, 

23, Bhang is used for smoking, chiefly hy natives 
of India, in the district, and a few Burmans. 

24. Burmans don’t drink bhang, but only smoke 
it. The Hindus are reported to drink bhang. 

25. Decrease amongst the Burmans, 
India use it when they can get it. 

26. Not known. 


27, The poor class, Habits of life or cireum- 
stances which lead to the practice not known, 
28. Not known, 


29, Tobacco is mixed with ganja, either because 
Bhang massala 


it is too strong or too expensive. 
is not known to me, 


30. As ganja is prohibited in the province, its 
consumption is practised in solitude. Mainly con- 
fined to the male sex and not given to children, 

31 (2). Yes. Not by Burmans, 

(0). Yes. 
32. Not known. 


33, The consumption of each of the drugs is re- 
garded by the Buddhists with disgust. Public opi- 
nion (social and religious) is against the use of 
these drugs. Consumers of these drugs are looked 
upon as idlers, suspects, and bad characters, 


Tam not aware of there being any custom of 
worshipping the hemp plant, 


34, Not amongst the Burmans, exeept in the 
few cases of persons who have become habituals, 


In my opinion it would he a serious privation to 
natives of India; but this question is one for the 
medical witnesses to answer. 


35. The use of these drugs has been prohibited 
for the last twenty years, and is now only illicitly 
consumed, 

36. No reason to think aleohol is now being to a 
certain extent substituted for any of these drugs. 

37. Charas not being known, the effects of 
charas smoking, compared to ganja smoking, are 
not known. 

38. Not known. 

39. Consumption of ganja by smoking is said to 
be less injurious than eating it. 

40. Yes, 

The Kareus give ganja to their elephants, and I 


believe it is used in the treatment of cattle-disease ; 


but being prohibited, the Burman agriculturist will 
not admit the fact. 


41. The medical officers and Burman doctors 
consulted say ‘yés.’ 


42, See reply to 41. 
43. Opinions differ. Offensive to Buddhists, in- 


Natives of 





offensive to natives of India. I don’t know any 
respectable persons who are consumers of the drug. 

44, The medical opinion is it is refreshing, pro- 
duces intoxication, does not allay hunger, but creates 
an appetite. The effects last from three to six hours. 
After-effects are great lassitude and drowsiness. 
The want of subsequent gratification produces long- 
ing and uneasiness. 


45, The opinion of the medical officers and Bur- 
mans consulted is, these drugs produce a noxious 
effect, but only to a very small degree. 


Does not impair the constitution of a Burman or 
injure digestion or cause loss of appetite. It does 
not cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma ; in fact 
it is prescribed by native doctors as a remedy for 
these diseases, 


Does impair the moral sense, and induces laziness, 
but does not induce habits of immorality or debau- 
chery. Does deaden the intellect, and produces 
insanity, temporary and permanent, If temporary, 
the symptoms may be re-induced by use of the drug 
after liberation from restraint. The medical wit- 
nesses will give evidence regarding the typical 
symptoms and remaining points to be reported on 
under this section, 

46, The effects of the habitual excessive use of 
any of the drugs is the same as the moderate use, 
Only the effects are more violent in form, 


47, No. 


48, The habitual excessive use of these drugs is 
reported to affect the children of habitual excessive 
consumers, 


49, This question can be answered by the 
medical witnesses who will be examined. The 
Burman doctor reports that ganja is used by 
Burmese prostitutes. 


50. For the medical witnesses to say. 


51. Not in Burma. A ganja consumer is sus- 
pected of every petty theft in the quarter where he 
is seen, 

52. Same as 51, 


53. Yes, Personally I know of no case where 


excessive indulgence has led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy. 


54. I am not aware of Burman criminals so for- 
tifying themselves with these drugs, They fortify 
themselves with alcohol instead, 


55, Cannot say, as no such cases have come 
before me. 

56. No experience ; can’t say. 

57. Ganja, when net moderately taken, eaten in 
a curry produces deep sleep and unconsciousness, 


58 to 69, As the drug is prohibited, no reply 
necessary. 


70, Ganja is smuggled into this province at the 
seaport towns by lascars and others belonging to 
the steamers that trade between India and this 
province. It is also sent by post to sepoys and 
others in garrison towns and towns in the interior. 


Oral evidence, 


Question 1,—I jomed the service in June 1878 
as police officer, and was transferred to the Com- 
mission in 1886. I am acquainted with most 
parts of Burma, except Upper Burma and the 
Arakan Division. 

Question 25,—I do not know of the Burmans 
using the drug at all now. It has been prohibited 
for twenty years. The Indians can get the drug 
when they want it. ' I am told it is worth its weight 
in silver. An ordinary chatty full is worth about 
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Rs, 50, A manI arrested told me this was the 
value of the drug. The prchibition has been effect- 
ual in regard to the Burmans, but has not had any 
apparent effect in regard to the people of India, 
I have no personal knowledge that the Burmans 
used to consume the drug, but [have been told 
that they did. The prohibition has heen effectual 
in preventing the Burmans taking to it, and I have 
been told by Burmans that some have given it up 
in consequence of the prohibition, 


Question 85.—Nearly all the steamers coming 
from Indian ports bring the drug into Rangoon. 
I have served in Rangoon as police officer on three 
occasions, and as ‘own Magistrate. I have also 
served as police officer. I have arrested men for 
smuggling the drug both in Rangoon and the 
Henzada district. The smuggling by steamer is 
generally detected by the excise officers and the 
Port Trust Inspector. Arrests that I have made 
have been in houses after the drug has been landed. 
Smuggling is very extensive in Moulmein. There 
is a large direct trade with the Madras Coast by 
sailing boats. The Indian population is in com- 
parison Jarger than that of Rangoon, There is a 
Madras Native Regiment in Moulmein, and they 
receive the drug more by post. I left Moulmein 
in March 1891. Up to that time arrests for 
smuggling were frequent, smuggling was largely 
carried on, and in connection with it there was a 
great deal of corruption among the police. The 
smuggling of hemp is a lucrative business ; for I 
remember the sepoys of a regiment subscribing to 
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pay up a fine inflicted on one of their fellows, and the 
darwan of the circuit house bungalow at Henzada, 
who looked the poorest of the poor, paid up a 
fine of Rs, 200, besides having a large quantity of 
the drug confiscated. This man had 40 or 50 head 
of eattle which he could not have bought out of 
his pay. A horse-keeper of mine who came from 
Calcutta was found with a large pot of ganja, and 
traded in the drug at his quarters, on my premises, 
where, no doubt, he thought the police would 
hesitate to interfere with him, He also paid up 
his fine at once. 


Question 59,—The prohibition as regards Bur- 
mans should be maintained under penalties to both 
seller and buyer. Sale to natives of India might 
be permitted, and the drug so used should he 
heavily taxed. ‘The present system is the cause of 
a terrible amount of corruption among the police, 
and oppression by the police. Provided that pro- 
hibition is maintained as regards all, except natives 
of India, I do not think the licensing of the sale to 
the Indians would cause the Burmans to take to 
the drug, because the habit has in their case been 
eradicated by the prohibition which has existed 
during the last twenty years. I think the large 
amount of smuggling which goes on with its accom- 
paniments of corruption and oppression, and the 
fact that the Indian population is steadily increas- 
ing and will have the drug inspite of all restric- 
tions, afford suflicient reason for the introduction 
of some such measure. The profits which at present 
go to the smugglers ought to go to the revenue, 





Evidence of Mr. Ronert C. Srevenson, Deputy Commissioner, Yeu. 


Q 1.—I have had no experience of ganja caters 
or smokers in Burma, having only met two the 
whole of the time I have been in the country. 


Q 45.—The only thing I know on the sub- 
ject is that the Burmese consider that ganja 
depresses the nervous system, but especially affects a 
man’s physical courage. In support ofthis theory, 
the Burmese cite the following anecdote: Three 
men were paddling along in a boat in some river in 
Burma, and in doing so had to pass a riverine 
police post. One of the men was a drunkard, one 
an opium smoker, and one a ganja smoker, 
When hailed by the police, the drunkard replied to 
the question ‘ Bé thudén’ (Who are you ?), Nga he 


(ItisI.), the opium smoker replied ‘ Kyandaw 
Khinbya’ ( It is I, your servant, sir,); but the 
ganja smoker meekly replied ‘Ky@ndan Myo ba 
paya’ (It is I, your servant, My Lord.), This anec- 
dote, the Burmese maintain, illustrates the aggres- 
siveness of character caused by strong drink, the 
effeminacy of disposition caused by opium and the 
emasculation of character caused by ganja. This 
is absolutely all I know about ganja smoking. As 
said before, I have only met two men who smoked 
ganja, and, unlike opium eating and opium drink- 
ing, I have never bestowed any attention on the 
subject. 





18. Evidence of Mr. R. G. CuLnopen, Assistant Collector and Superintendent, 
Preventive Service, Rangoon. 


Oral evidence. 


I have been in Burma since 1853, and my 
experience of ganja has dated since then. I have 
been in the Customs Department since then. My 
jurisdiction extends along the river bank from 
Pegu river to Kemendine on the Irrawady 


I was in the country when the prohibition of 
ganja was issued. I came into Rangoon soon 
after it was taken, There was no prohibition for 
twenty years. There was licensed vend, I never 
heard of Burmans using ganja. { knew that 
natives of India used ganja; but we never saw it 
brought through the Customs House, so I cannot 
say how it came into the market, Licensed vend- 
ors were entitled to bring it There was no import 
duty ; but I think that there was some kind of 
prohibition of import. Ganja and opium have 


always been, to my notion, kind of prohibited 
articles, I think that import of ganja was punish- 
able. I think the stuff was lawful only for 
licensed vendors to import. IfI had come ona 
consignment to a licensed vendor, I should have 
taken no notice. There were such consignments 
from Calcutta and Madras. Import by any one 
else would be illegal, but was carried on surrepti- 
tiously, I remember some seizures being made, 
This happened to a considerable extent. These 
cases used to be dealt with summarily by the 
Collector of Customs. He would inquire into the 
case and adjudge the penalty. If the man did 
not pay he would be made over to the Magistrate, 
who would enforce the penalty. That procedure 
has been abandoned, except for small eases, since 
1876, Since then all cases of any importance have 
been left to the Magistrate. 
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I believe the smugglers were people like the | can get it clandestinely ; but I cannot say by 
ship’s crew. They brought the stuff for native | whom it is sold and whether everybody can get it. 
traders or shopkeepers, who sold to consumers. | I hear that it costs one rupee a tola, and can be 
The object, therefore, was profit to be realised by | obtained in a quiet way. I hear and believe that 
surreptitious sale, This profit was large, because | there is a great deal of ganja in the country, I 
the price in India was low and it was high here. | have been told by informers that the drug costs a 
This was true of that time as well as this, though | rupee a tola, heard that only a short while 


the profit is higher now. ago, 
»The importation of ganja was not, I think, mate- The preventive establishment eee under me 
rially stopped by prohibition, because smuggling | gonsists of four Inspectors and two Additional In- 


sitil went on. I think it went on just the same as | gpectors during the busy season (February to May), 
before, I do not t hink the prohibition made any a ee twenty-seven preventive officers, and twenty- 
material difference. I cannot say accurately with- | five « temporary”’ officers who are kept on all the 
out statistics whether the importation of ganja year round, They get from Rs, 80 to Rs. 150, 
was as great as ever, but my impression is that it | 5nd the Inspectors from Rs. 150 to Rs, 300, There 
was: that is, that the illicit ganja imported after | 10 also six patrol peons from Rs, 12 to Rs, 14 per 
the prohibition was not materially less than the | mensem directly under me, I do not think that 
licit and illicit ganja formerly imported, there is any extortion practised by this establish- 
I think that since 1873 the importation of ganja | ment. There has been no case of this kind. 
has been going on regularly without diminishing. 


I think that of late years it has increased very The average number of vessels that arrived at 
much. There are many more natives of India, | the port of Rangoon during the last five years is 
That would explain increase, 1203 for each year, Native boats moving about 


on the river are not looked at, unless they come up 
to the wharts and there is inspection of contraband 
goods, Sea-going craft are systematically over- 
hauled, The trade by native craft from Chitta- 
gong, Caleutta and Madras has been almost 
entirely cut out by the steamer transport. I be- 
heve ne still trade considerably to Akyab and 
Moulmein, though not so much as formerly. There 
is the same preventive system as we have. We 
used to search such native craft carefully and often 
found ganja. I do not think that the native craft 
put in on the coast avoiding the ports, I do not 
think that contraband traffic is thus carried on. 
We have never heard of any traders resorting to 
: Sometime such places, We would soon come to know if such 
fine, sometimes the whole of it, is given to the | craft were to visit such places, We have no pre- 
Customs officers who seize the stuff. They pay | yentive staff along the coast line. There would 
the informer by private arrangement. It depends | not be much difficulty, so far as I see, in native 
on the generosity of the officer, I have had com- cratt running in this way. They also like to do 
plaints made by informers and have used my in- | as much coasting as possible, 

fluence to get the informers due amount ; for we 
cannot work successfully without them. All the 
seizures mentioned inmy memorandum are quite 
apart from the police. Officers making large 
seizures have sometimes complained to me of cases 
in which smugglers were heavily fined and went 
to jail without paying. In these cases no fine is 
realised and no reward given. This is discourag- 
ing to officers making seizures. I think some 
measures should be taken to avoid this. Again, if 


In regard to seizures, a sudden drop in the 
number may be due to a change in the practices 
of smugglers, Then we would not know how to 
search for and detect consignments until we learned 
their new ways. This would in turn lead to a rise 
in the number of seizures till their plans were 
changed. This is the only explanation I can give 
of the great drop in 1859-90 and the increase in 
1893. 5 cannot recall any other explanation of the 
latter, except some information some of our officers 
got which enabled us to make important seizures, 
The last two or three months show seizures slack 
again, 

Magistrates give rewards, Sometimes half the 










The smuggled—g 
Madras, Cocanada, Bimlipatam, and other ports 
on the Madras Coast. It has not come to my 
notice that it comes from Pondicherry. We have 
had no cases. There is not so much smuggling of 
ganja as of opium from Calcutta. We have had 
no cases of late. Formerly we had some isolated 
cases, 


dealings with the police in this 








a conviction is not obtained, no special rewards are 
given to us. 

I cannot say whether every one who wants 
ganja can get itm Rangoon. I know that people 


matter, It is principally Chittagonians and Mala- 
bar people who pick up tins of contraband ganja 
thrown off from ships ; but I know nothing of the 
police being in sympathy with them, 





19. Evidence of Mx, E. Lewis, Excise Officer, Rangoon. 


Oral evidence. consumers were very few. The source of supply 
, was Upper Burma. After the prohibition I made 
extensive seizures from Upper Burma in my police 
capacity. There was no other source of supply 
then, for there was no railway, and the journey 
was fifteen or twenty days. There was much 
ganja over the border. I was stationed in Alimyo, 
near Minla, and it was easily obtainable. The con- 
sumers prefer Madras ganja to local ganja, and 
elephant-drivers may have brought some up with 
them when they came up-country. But I made 
no seizures, and have no facts to show that, The 
ganja was extensively grown across our old border. 
I have seen it within ten miles of our old border. 


| 

I am senior Excise Officer in the town of Ran- 
goon and the district of Hanthawaddy. TI have 
been thirty-two years in Burma and for eighteen 
years in Rangoon. Before that I was in charge of 
excise in Thayetmyo for a private contractor when | 
the ganja was prohibited. I left him and joined | 
the police in 1874, From there I joined the Ran- 
goon excise work. 

I remember the issue of the prohibition of ganja, 
The drug was largely used by natives of India in 
Thayetmyo, by men employed in the Commissariat, 
ete. It was used by natives of Burma, but these 
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There was some cultivation, but it was said that 


the plant grew wild. I have seen small plots of 
cultivation—up to half an acre. 


When the prohibition issued, there was immedi- 
ate effect onthe few Burmans. But it had no 
effect on the natives of India, who suffered some 
inconvenience for a few days, but soon got as much 
asever, They got it from Upper Burma. It was 
smuggled across. I left that part in 1875 and 
came to Rangoon, When I came to Rangoon, I 
found the drug a saleable article. It is so still, 
They used to smuggle it by banghy parcel post, 
I have myself seized hundreds of tins, The tins 
would weigh from 50 to 200 tolas,. There is now 
a check on this smuggling by post, and the smug- 
glers have to take to other means of smuggling. 
The check is due to so many seizures being made 
and my getting many of the post peons into my 
confidence. An order was also issued that parcels 
for regiments should be opened in presence of the 
Adjutant, Parcels found to contain ganja were 
made over to the civil authorities. I understand 
that this order was issued by Government, The 
parcels came from Madras post and were addressed 
to Madras sepoys. 


Discoveries of smuggled parcels were also made 
in the hands of merchants in the town. It was 
difficult to obtain conviction, because they would 
plead that they did not know what the parcels con- 
tained, I used to make discovery of parcels and 
follow them up. Even if conviction were not ob- 
tained, the stuff would be destroyed. If facts did 
not justify atrial, the magistrate receiving the 
report would only order destruction. There are, no 
doubt, returns of these cases in office. I have my- 
self no figures. 


If I discovered a case through a peonI would 
share the reward with him by private arrangement. 
But if the postal authorities discovered a parcel 
they would get the reward, But they did not 
make many discoveries—only three or four cases in 
several years, perhaps from a tin happening to 
break or something of that lind, This postal 
smuggling has been much less for the last five years. 

Now ganja comes over in false-bottomed bas- 
kets, beds with ganja in pillows, etc, packed up in 
fish or meat, and carried on the person. It is dealt 
with chiefly by the Customs officers, General 
cargo can pass if every part is not examined ; but 
I cannot speak definitely as to efficiency of ex- 
amination. We only deal with the matter, asa 
rule, when the stuff has eluded the Customs De- 
partment, The other day I sent information to 
Mr, Wiseman at eee Seo s ai consign~ 
ment of ganja having passed packed with cigars in 
cigar eee and he bisad it. This illicit traffic 
has only come to my notice on steamers and not on 
native craft, The native craft are well watched at 
Rangoon. The Customs authorities are very 
strong on this. But Ido not think there is any 
watch at all on native craft on the coast, 


T have heard often of sealed tins of ganja being 
thrown overboard from steamers and picked up by 
boats, I have caught such cases by followimg 
steamers. But we work at great disadvantage, as 
we cannot fix the spot where such tins are to be 
thrown. And if we catch a man, he says, “I saw 
this floating and picked it eS I do not know 
what it is,” We can then destroy the stutf, but 
can hardly obtain a conviction. 

The Customs le board native craft coming 
into the river at. Elephant Point, I think that 
cargo could be got rid of hefore reaching that point 
by dropping it along the coast. 

There have been a few seizures on Calcutta 
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ships, but nothing like what have been on Madras 
ships, Ships are fined too where unclaimed ganja 
is found ; and I hear that the agents make officers 
responsible for their own parts of the ship, I have 
only heard this of Caleutta ships. The Madras 
smuggling is principally from the French settle- 
ment of Pondicherry. 

Mr, Culloden’s figures show increase in seizures, 
I think this is due to the increase of immigration 
of natives of India, who use the drug, and also to 
the extension of the Excise Act to Upper Burma 
and the recent measures taken to restrict cultiva- 
tion there. There is a great deal more ganja 
brought into Burma now. Formerly it was one 
rupee a tola, Now it is four annas only in the 
bazar. : 


I am afraid I must say that the prohibition is 
ineffective in Rangoon. The consumers get their 
ganja all the same, and hundreds are getting a 
ving by it. It is only in cases of enmity that 
they inform on each other, 

My excise agency is one inspector, four sergeants 
and two peons. This is all for Rangoon and 
Hanthawaddy. The police have also powers as 
Excise Officers, They help for the reward. No 
reward is given when there is no conviction and 
fine, except in important cases, when special re- 
wards are applied for. I think my establishment 
quite insufficient to deal with this matter. It has 
to deal with allillicit practices regarding spirits, 
opium and drugs, and look after the shops as well. 
IT do not believe that ganja could be stopped even 
by an army of officials and constant interference 
with the people. If they could not get it other- 
wise, they would send small quantities in letters. 
I do not know what would happen if ganja were 
not produced elsewhere ; but so long as there is 
ganja available in India they will have it in 
Burma. 


Our preventive measures undoubtedly lead to 
oppression. False charges are frequent. A small 
piece of ganja is put under a man’s bedding, I 
have even asked often to have such cases thrown 
out as false. It is common in ease of enmity, as, 
for example, one policeman against another, espe- 
cially if there is a woman in the ease, Ganja is 
more frequently used in this way than opium, be- 
cause it is cheaper, Ganja is not only weight for 
weight cheaper than opium, but the ganja habit is 
also a cheaper habit. Two annas’ worth of ganja 
will last a man three days, while one pill or two 
pills of opium will cost six pice. I think eight 
pies a day for ganja and three annas for opium re- 
presents the ordinary consumer’s supply. 1 do 
not know the qualities of ganja. I only know the 
smell, Natives prefer Indian ganjaand we seldom 
now find the fresh or green Upper Burma ganja. 
There is no smuggling from the East, the Siam 
direction, into Rangoon. 

It is difficult to discover the true dealers in 
ganja. They keep out of the way and pay the 
fines for their servants. But I have caught four 
such dealers, When information is got that such 
a place is a place of vend it changes, and the con- 
sumers alone know where the new place is, 


When the Burmans in Thayetmyo found their 
ganja supply stopped they took to opium, Find- 
ing it too strong to smoke and too troublesome to 
prepare, the Chinamen introduced a mixture of 
dried leaf and opium fried together. The pipe 
they use is a foot long with a small tube six inches 
from the bottom with four inches of water in it. 
The smoke passed through that. The Burmans 
learned that. But that 1s also now prohibited. 


The Burman consumers, however, were very 
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few. Burmans use ganja for their cattle, not for 
themselves, The few consumers abandoned the 
habit on the prohibition. I do not think that the 


Burmans would ever take to ganja. During my 
thirty years’ experience I have found that they do 
not take to it, They take it for their cattle only. 


. 





20, Evidence of Mason Petue, Inspector-General of Police. 


Oral evidence. 


I am Inspector-General of Police in Burma. 
The military police are mainly Northern Indians 
and Gurkhas and also a few Karens, The civil 
police are almost entirely Burmans, excluding the 
European officers. In municipal towns we have a 
few Indians also. 


I joined the police in 1887 in the supply depart- 
ment or commissariat of the military police. Before 
that I had been in service in the army. For about 
a year 1 was Deputy Inspector-General of Military 
Police, and for three years I have been Inspector- 
General of the whole force. I think there are 
about 16,500 military police and about 13,000 civil. 
The military police have been employed in Lower 
as well as Upper Burma for about four years. 
They work over the same area as the civil; but in 
Lower Burma and the lower parts of Upper Burma 
they are used for treasury and other guards and 
escorts. In Upper Burma, as they are required 
for sending out columns, they are more numerous 
than in Lower Burma, 


I have not much knowledge of the use of ganja 
by men in the force. I had a case about two years 
ago of a Gurkha who was reprimanded by his 
officer for quarrelling in the lines and tried to shoot 
his officer, He was supposed to be a smoker of 
ganja. It was reported so by the officers and 
men ; but there was no direct evidence of his having 
taken the drug. I think the natives would more 
readily attribute such an act to ganja than to 
drink, They distrust a ganja smoker, I cannot 
say certainly what this Gurkha’s character was, 
I did not take note of that. I do not know 
whether he drank alcohol, Being a Gurkha, he 
probably did. He went off to the Kachin hills and 
was not seen again. So far, however, as I know, 
the discipline of the force has not heen affected by 
the use of ganja. I do not find the use of the 
drug alleged as a cause of defects in working or 
breaches of disciprine. If I found a man who 
smoked I should turn him out, because he would he 
breaking the law and also because he would be 
dangerous. I have turned out such men at the 
end of their three-years’ engagement. I think 
also that there have been cases of dismissal for 
ganja smoking. 

I do not think that smuggling of ganja by the 
military police is common; and I do not think 
that the use of the drug is very common im the 
force. I do not think people not using the drug 
in India would use it here. Burma has not 


—— 


proved unhealthy to them. The force has been 
wonderfully healthy. On the contrary, men using 
it in India might give it up here owing to the 
difficulty of getting it. We recruit throughout 
India, and get, I believe, the same kind of men as 
join regiments, I do not think there is much 
smuggling of ganja into Burma. We catch cases 
sometimes. But I cannot give figures. I should 
have nothing to do with Customs seizures ; but the 
police sometimes search on information received. 
Fyrom what I hear I understand that smuggling is 
constantly going on at the ports and also a little 
up-country across the border, but not so much of 
ganja there as of opium, 


Last year we had orders to go and establish a 
post at Sima, north-east of Bhamo. We left a 
garrison of three hundred men there, I heard 
that they were getting some kind of ganja and 
making it into a drmk and using it. The Kachins 
found it in the jungles and sold it to the men. 
We took measures to stop it. The men were 
Gurkhas I think, and there may have been some 
Sikhs among them. I think they madea drink 
of it. That was my impression, We could, no 
doubt, easily obtain a specimen of the drug. 
Sima is in the middle of the Kachin country. 
This is not the only case I know of the cultivation 
or growth of the plant. I understand the Sima 
stuff was wild. There was a seizure at Kyaukse, 
and another at Pakokko (I think)—seizure of stuff 
cultivated. In the Kyaukse case I think they 
were growing it round the police station itself. 
Cases of illicit cultivation would be dealt with by 
the civil police. It would be one part of their 
duty to report any plant found growing. But the 
policeman might not know his duty. We have 
not established police schools all over Burma; but 
there are orders to take up such cases, I cannot 
say from what date these orders have been in force. 
If there was special Excise establishment the police 
would probably leave it to them. I think that an 
Excise officer 1s hound to take a police officer with 
him for a search or seizure; but I am not sure 
whether the police would initiate such action. I 


| do not think that the checking of ganja illicit cul- 


tivation or smuggling is a matter that has been 
much pressed, There has been no such evidence of 
injury by the drugs as to call for much activity 
in this direction, Our civil police are generally 
recruited locally and belong to the same classes as 
the people among whom they serve. I have heard 
that ganja is cultivated among the Danus, The 
Danu civil police would be Danus. 





21. Evidence of Mr. J. D. Mercer, District Superintendent of Police, Moulmein. 


51. No; these drugs are not generally used by 
bad characters in Burma, They are ordinarily 
consumed by natives of India (especially of the 
Madras Presidency) of the poorer classes who some- 
times commit petty thefts as a means of indulging 
an them, 


52. The same answer applies to the excessive use 
of the drug. 


53. No; on the contrary the excessive indul- 


gence in any of these drugs produces lethargy and 
eventually leads to dementia or insanity. I have 
not known of any case in which it has led to tem- 
porary homicidal frenzy. 

54. No; on the contrary those under their in- 
fluence are physically unable to do anything. 


55 (a). No; no cases of this kind have come 
under my notice, dhatura being the narcotic usually 
resorted to for this purpose, 
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(2) I cannot say. Ganja is usually smoked in a 


' ; : ; ' like sherbet and drunk. 
ehidlum or earthen pipe, while bhang is prepared | to produce drowsiness. 


Both, however, are sad 





22. Evidence of Mu. R, W. Martin, District Superintendent of Police, Rangoon. 


51. A small proportion of bad characters con- 
sume ganja. Many respectable natives of India 
partake of bhang in the form of cooling drinks, 
others smoke ganja mixed with tobacco, others 
partake of it in the form of sweet halwa called ma- 
jum. Fakirs take it im the form of pills ; they mix 
the ganja with pepper and ginger, 

Ganja leaves are also cooked in curries, The 
drug is smuggied into Burma from India through 
the Postal Department and by steamers. 

In Upper Burma the plant is often seen grow- 
ing near villages and is used medicinally. 


There is no connection between hemp drug and 
crime, 

52. The excessive use of ganja is said to be dele- 
terious, persons indulging in its use and while under 


its influence have no inclination to commit crime ; 
on the contrary, the feeling is one of drowsiness 
with an inclination to remain indoor. 


53, Excessive indulgence of the drug does not 
incite unpremeditated crime of any kind, but I be- 
lieve if has its bad results on the constitution and 
the consumer grows cowardly, 

54, The consumer of the drug, when under its 
influence, grows lazy and drowsy, and consequently 
does not go in for committing crime, but I believe 
criminals when im want of funds commit crime to 
enable them to procure the drug. 


55. Yes, there are instances where criminals to 
further their designs induce their victims to par- 
take of the drug ; complete stupefaction can be in- 
duced by partaking of it without admixture. 





23. Evidence of Mr. A. G. Mayne, District Superintendent of Police, Pegu. 


51. Not in Burma. I have not come across | 
any such cases during my service in Burma ex- | 
cepting two cases mentioned below, 


52, I have not had much experience regarding 
the use of hemp drugs. Where [ served in India, 
dhatura and arsenic were chiefly used. 


53. No; not to my knowledge. 
No. 


54, Yes, and in all cases in which the persons | 
concerned are in the habit of taking these drugs. | 


At Sagaing in Upper Burma in 1888 (?) the Sub- 
Major of the military police battalion was shot 
dead by a sepoy, who indulged in bhang, An- 
other bhang-eating sepoy of the same battalion and 
in the same year, I think, attempted to murder a 
Burmese girl. Both these men are supposed to 
have fortified themselves with bhang, but as they 
were not captured till two or three days after com- 
mission of the offences, it would be impossible to 
know for certain. 

I cannot recall any hemp-drugging case, vide 
my reply to No. 52. 





24. Evidence of Mr. A. J. A. Jaxpine, District Superintendent of Police, Bassein. 


51. (a) No. 
Burma. ( 
Burmans. With natives of India, if sometimes 
leads to homicidal frenzy. 

52. In Burma, I have never seen a case of ex- 
cessive use. 

53, Yes; but I have only known cases of exces- 
sive doses of ganja leading to homicidal frenzy. 
This was in India, 


(6) None in my experience in | 
I have not known these dings used by 


54, Not in Burma to my knowledge. But I 
have known a case of Burmese dacoits fortifying 


| themselves in hquor, 


55. (a) I have heard of cases in India, but not 
in Burma. 


(6) I have not seen any cases, but IT have been 
informed in India bhang causes complete stupe- 
faction. 





25. Evidence of Mr. W. G. SNADDEN, District Superintendent of Police, Maubin. 


51. No; ganja is hardly ever consumed by 
Burman criminals, 


52,53, 54and 55. I have had no experience of 


the effects of the excessive use of any of these 


drugs. 





26. Evidence of Mx. M. J. CuisHoLM, District Superintendent of Police, Akyab. 


51. Hemp drugs are not used by the Arakanese. 
The Chittagonians and Bengalis, of whom there 
are a large number in Arakan, indulge in ganja and 
drugs obtained from hemp. It is consumed both 
by respectable menu and bad characters. I do not 
think it has anything to do with erme. No in- 
stance has been brought to my notice where crime 
has been put down to the use of these drugs. The 
people use it to allay pain and keep off malarious 


vol. vii. 


fever. Mostly all the violent crimes in this district 
have originated in liquor shops, 


54. No; not here. 


55. No case of the kind has been brought to my 
notice. 


57. Charas is unknown here, Ganja is used 
with tobacco and smoked by the people. 


3¢ 
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27. Evidence of Mr. EH. H. Mouuoy, District Superintendent of Police, Meiktila. 


51, As far as my experience goes none of the 
Burmans with whom I have come into contact use 
these drugs. I have not come across any native 
bad characters who use them. It has apparently 
little or no connection with crime. 

52, These drugs are not used by the Burmans. 

58. Not, as far as I know; have never heard of a 
case during my twenty years’ residence in Burma. 


54. Not within my knowledge, neither have I 
been able to ascertain anything on the subject 
from the natives with whom I have been brought 
into contact, 


55. No; such a case has not been heard of in 
this district, neither do I remember hearing of 
any. 





28. Evidence of Mr. C. M. Prenpereast, District Superintendent of Police, 
Sagaing. 


51. Natives of India are consumers of ganja ; 
but I do not think Burmans are habitual consumers. 
Charas and bhang are not known in this district. 
No instances have come to my notice in which any 
criminals or bad characters have been consumers of 
any of these drugs, and I do not think crime is 
affected one way or the other by it in this part of 
the country. Ganja to a small extent was grown 
in the district by Burmans, who did not know the 
same was prohibited ; but it was grown for sale to 
natives, and not for their own consumption. 


52. No cases of excessive use have come under 
my notice. I do not know of any case in which 
Burmans are consumers of any of these drugs in 
this district. 


53. From enquiries made from old Burmans, I 
am informed that in the king’s time some few 
Burman bad characters did consume ganja, but it 
merely had the effect of making them happy and 
sleepy ; but the men from whom I have made the 
enquiries say they have never known a case in 
which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54, The opinions of the people about here are to 
the effect that the use of these drugs amongst 
Burmans does not tend to fortify them to commit 
crime ; but that it would make them helpless and 
incapable to carry out any premeditated crime. 


55, I have not had any experience of any such 
cases, 





29. Evidence of Mr. W. H. Taruzton,* District Superintendent of Police, 
Thayetmyo. 


51. The large proportion of criminals in this : 


my knowledge there are no habitual consumers 


district, are opium smokers and not consumers of | among the natives of India in this district, and 


ganja, ete, 
Bhang and charas are not known to Burmans, 


in the Allanmyo subdivision are in the habit of 


and Thayetmyoand sell to natives of India. 


| moderate consumption of the drugs referred to does 
' not Jead to crime. 


Certain villages round Tindau and Thetngaibyin | 


52, 53, 54 and 55, I cannot answer these ques- 


_ tions as no cases haye occurred in this district, nor 
trading in ganja which they bring into Allanmyo | 


To ' Police. 


have I heard of any cases during my service in the 





30. Evidence of Mr. E. G. Mumrorn, District Superintendent of Police, Tounghoo. 


51, (2) No; not in Burma. 

(6) The use of these drugs does not affect 
erime in Burma, 

52. See above. 

53. No. 





5+, No. 
55. (a) Yes; but very rarely in Burma, 


(1) Yes. 





31. Heidence of Mr. R. A. E. Oastix, District Superintendent of Police, Prome. 


51. From enquiries made, I find that bad charac- 
ters in this district are not consumers of these 
drugs. If there be any consumers at all, the per- 
centage is so very small that it is unnoticeable, 


Consumption of these drugs has no connection 
with crime in this district. 


52. There is no excessive use of these drugs. 


53. The only effect of excessive use is heavy 
sleep and stupidity. If excessive use be continued, 


it leads to idiotcy, but does not incite to crime, 
violent or otherwise. 


Ido not know, nor have I heard, of any cases 
in which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy 
in this country, though it does so in India. 


_ 54, No, not as a rule, though there are excep- 
tional cases. Criminals, if they wish to fortify 
themselves, do so by drinking liquor, 

55, Yes, criminals do induce their victims to 
partake of these drugs, and so stupefy them. 


* Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral examination, but was unable to appear. 


395 


Complete stupefaction appears to be induced by 


inals require all their wits about them when about 
this-drug without admixture. 


to commit crimes, and so do not use it. 






e . 


if used, it causes heavy sleep and stupidity. Crim- | to fear the drug, seeing that it leads to idiotey. 





32. Evidence of Mr. A. A. St. Cuarr Miniter, District Superintendent of Police, 
Tharrawaddy. 


51. The drug is not used by the Burman bad | 53, Stand 55, No. 
characters of this district. 


52. It is not used. i 


56. Not used in this district, 





33. Evidence of Mr. H. P. PEpieEr, Distriet Superintendent of Police, Shwegyin. 


51. The bad characters of the Shwegyin district | 53. As reported above, I know of no instances 
are chiefly Burmans, and they scarcely ever use | since I have been in this district. If used in excess, 


these drugs even in moderation, Natives of India | andif followed by crime, it would be unpremeditated 
(Hindustanis), are known to use the drug in moder- | violent crime. 
i when so used, its use has no connection 
he fst 54, No; not to my knowledge. 
with crime. 
0 y : ; ; - 
. ; ch cases have ever } red t 
52. Excessive use is very uncommon. I cannot 5d, No such cases have ever been proved to my 
; ; : ‘ », 2 aps ae.) | knowledge, and I cannot say whether complete 
recall to mind a single instance of it in this district ‘ea; ‘ 5 2. ; 
: aera te ae ara eater ae F ‘ead stupefaction could be induced without admixture. 
during the last year; excessive use is known to lea 
to one kind of erime, which is known as “ run- 
ning amuck.” 





34. Evidence of Mr. A. D. KIERNANDER, District Superintendent of Police, 
Minbu. 


51, The consumption of hemp drugs is solely | three days at a time. Te laid hands quietly on 
confined to natives of India, with whom I have had | articles he could find and threw them into the well 
very little experience, and regret that T am unable | whilst intoxicated; he would not let any one 


to" give an opinion. ld ie him, and climbed up trees to escape being 
captured, 
se that I k >that of a 
53. The only case that I know of was tha i Dial eam 
Hindu syce ene employ. He frequently indulg- | i I have had no experience of ee such ee 
ed in bhang and behaved lke an idiot for two or | 55. I regret that I am unable to give an opinion, 





35. Evidence of Mr. B. L. CUMBERLAND, District Superintendent of Police, 
Magwe, Upper Burma. 


51, No; moderate use has no connection with 58. Yes ; r have known mae ae one eth in 
crime in general or with crime of any special | which excessive indulgence has led to stabbing 
haracter cases, but in these cases there has been previous 
ine ; enmity. 


52. The excessive use of any of these drugs un- 
doubtedly leads the poorer classes to commit theft, 54, No; I think not. 
to enable them to purchase the drug. I do not 
think it leads to crime of any special character. 


eo 


cr 


By NO: 





36, Evidence of MR. E. G. McDoucaLl, Officiating District Superintendent of 
Police, Uyingyan, Upper Burma. 


‘al ¢) : { 583. Not that I am aware of. 
51. No; most certainly not © i this province. a7 
i hatever 5 
No connection w by. Wei 


C i t parts of 

52. The use of these drugs im mos ; 
Burma is s0 infinitesimal, that they have no per- : 
ceptible influence on crime at all. es. 


55. Perhaps in one case in ten thousand, 





c 3¢2 
vol. vii. 


tne eftects of the drug. 
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37. Evidence of BrigapvE-SuRGEON-LIEUTENANT-CoLONEL D. SIncLaIr, Inspector 
General of Jails, ete. 


Oral evidence. 


I am Inspector-General of Jails with Civil 
Medical Administration, including hospitals. I 
have been in Burma since 1871. I have never held 
charge of Lunatic Asylums and have no special 
knowledge of insanity. 

I understand that it was in 1873 that Govern- 
ment issued a prohibition of ganja. But I am 
unable to give any information of any value com- 
paring the state of things before and after that 
prohibition. I was in military employ until 1873. 
I know nothing of the use of the drug here. I 
think, however, that it prevails only to a very limit- 
ed degree, and that only among natives of India, 
I found this opinion on the experience I have of a 
few cases of the discovery of ganja in jails among 
prisoners who were natives of India, There were 
no more than two or three such cases in the ten 
years I had charge of jails. With this exception, 
I am unable to give any information regarding the 
use of the drug in Burma, I am therefore unable, 
from personal observation, tu say anything about 


and lay hold of anything they get, though it is 
often of little value, It is difficult to get any in- 
formation. We often cannot even get the names 
of individuals. The form prescribed has to he filled 
in, and the endeayour to do this leads to causes 
heing entered which have not been fully ascertained, 
The causes in the returns might be shown as un- 
known where cause is not ascertained. There is 
really no objection to tis. But the impression, if 
this were largely done, would be that. the Superin- 
tendent was not taking sufficient pains to ascertain 
what the causes were. I should not like to say 
that it was a merit to have the entries in the 
column of “unknown cause 7” few in number. I 
see that in the 18S-4 report I make a comparison 
with other provinces that would indicate this. The 
fact is that if the entries were numerous the impres- 
sion would be unfavourable; I should be inclined 
to think that the officer was indolent. Since then, 
however, I attach less weight to the causes shown 
than I did then. 


The subject: of the connection of the drug with 





The Lunatic Asylum Report and Returns are en- 
tirely prepared in the oflice of the Superintend- 
ent, J am not responsible for them. I do not 
always share the Superintendent’s views, though I 
pass on his report. I think that the imformation 
on which causes are assigned is generally unreliable, 
IT base this opimion on what I have heard from 
Superintendents of the grounds on which they 
make entries, They are anxious to get information 


crime has never—come—hef: 
perience. I have formed no opinion on the matter, 
I have no sufficient materials. I believe that if 
there were any great connection between ganja and 
crime it would haye come to my notice ; but that is 
only an impression, I have no facts on which to 
base any opinion. 


My duties give me no opportunity of judging of 
the working of the system of administration in 
respect to drugs. 





88. Evidence of Surcron-LiEvTENANT-CoLoNEL O. BAKER, Civil Surgeon, Rangoon. 


Oral evidence. 


I have been over twenty years in the service and 
for nineteen years in Burma in civil employ, I 
have had no special training in lunacy and no 
special experience in lunacy, I have had charge 
of this asylum only for a Jittle over two months, 
I had never to my knowledge any experience of 
ganja insanity before [ joined the asylum. 


Last year out of 169 civil lunatics, 72 were 
admitted from Rangoon, The hmatics from Ran- 
goon come for observation here; and the medical 
certificate is made out here, They come with a 
statement from the police, which is frequently quite 
blank, every entry being filled nas “ Not known ” 
or “ Nit.” The only case of insanity ascribed to 

anja which has come to the asylum since I joined 
is that of Abdul Kadar. He was sent merely with 
a letter asking that he be kept under examination, 
No information was sent with him. The Assistant 
Surgeon, Moung Thin, filled in the Case Book after 
seeing the man’s friends. I did not see the friends, 
The friends very rarely come at all; and they 
cannot be kept. In this case I did not see them. 
The Assistant Surgeon entered “ganja eating” 
as the exciting cause, no predisposing cause being 





given ; and the following entry occurs three days 
after the man’s admission :—“ Some friends of his 
informed me that Abdul Kadar used to indulge 
himseif very freely in the use of ganja with milk 
for alout a year prior to his admission into this 
asylum. They say that the abuse of ganja has 
driven him to madness,” Setting aside this entry, 
there was nothing in this man’s condition that 
would have led me to suspect toxic insanity. 
There were no special symptoms in this case, 


In regard to cases sent in from other districts, 
the information is most: incomplete, In more than 





half the cases received last year no cause of insanity 
was given, When a cause is given, we accept. 
it as such. We have of course nothing else. My 
experience is short, and I have had no reason to 
question any entry made by a Civil Surgeon or 
otherwise in a “history ’’ received with a Junatic, 
I think that officers concerned are glad to find a 
cause when they can. I think they are under the 
impression that it looks as if they were not zealous 
if they do not find a cause. The most recent orders 
on the subject are contained in Dr, Dalzell’s Cir- 
cular No, 21, issued to all Civil Surgeons on 21st 
July 1892, while he was scting as Inspector 
General of Jails, 
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39. Evidence of Surnaron-Livurenant-ContopneL P. N. Mooxersrs, Civil Surgeon, 
Sagaing, Upper Burma. 


1, My knowledge of the drug is chiefly obtained 
from what I have seen of their use in India. 


2. In Burma no one is allowed to cultivate, 
manufacture, sell or possess either ganja, charas or 
bhang. The Burmans in Upper Burma at least 
do not use these drugs. It is only used by the 
natives of India surreptitiously. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing. 

23. I have never heard of bhang being used for 
smoking. 

28. Habitual moderate consumers take about 
four grains of charas, fifteen grains of ganja and 
about thirty grains of bhang leaves for a dose twice 
daily. Habitual excessive smokers take five, six or 
more times the above quantities, 

29. Ganja and charas are smoked mixed with 
tobacco only, Bhang is sometimes taken hy itself, 
but ordinarily mixed with the following :—black 
pepper, rose petals, almond, poppy and melon seeds, 
aniseed, and kasni, and sometimes sugar and milk ; 
made into sherbet and taken as a drink. When 
more intoxicating effect is desired, dhatura seeds 
are mixed with bhang. 

Bhang massala consists chiefly of ithe above- 
mentioned ingredients and is used to make the 
drink palatable and cooling or non-irritating to the 
system. 

30. Bhang is frequently taken in solitude, but 
ganja and charas are generally smoked in company, 
The use of these drugs is mainly confined to the 
male sex. I have never seen them given to 
children. 

31. I believe the habit of taking bhang is easily 
acquired, lout ganja and charas depend a great deal 
on the constitution of the individual ; some acquire 
it easily, others suffer more or less. The habit thus 
acquired is not easily broken off. With some, all 


44, The immediate effect of the moderate use 
| to a habitual consumer of bhang, ganja or charas 
is refreshing, produces slight intoxication, allays 
hunger; bhang only creates an appetite. The 
effect lasts from four to six hours. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing or un- 
easiness, 

45. I have seen several habitual moderate smokers 
who did not suffer at all, either physically, mentally 
or morally, Others have injured their constitutions 
by the use of ganja and charas, and some have 
become hopelessly insane by the above two drugs. 

T have not come across any case of Insanity from 
the moderate use of bhang. 


IT have known several instances of young sepoys 
who had become insane from the moderate use of 
ganja, and one young man whomI met twenty 
years after he was—then a harmless imbecile. 


46, I have no doubt in my mind that the habitual 
| excessive use of the hemp drugs injures the con- 
| stitution and is often the exciting cause of insanity. 


an aphrodisiac, but I have been told that they help 
to produce impotence. 


57, LI have never heard of ganja or charas being 


; 

| 

| 

f 

49, I donot know if the hemp drugs are used as 
eaten or drunk. 


Oral evidence. 
Question 1.--I entered the service twenty-six 


years ago. I have spent fourteen years in India 
and twelve in Burma altogether, My Burma 


service began in 1865, hut since 1888 I have 
been continuously in Burma, I have been in 
civil employ for six years,—three in Madras, and. 
three in Burma since 1891. TIT have had no 
special experience of msanity. I have never 
; held charge of an asylum, I have seen cases of 

lunacy both in my civil and military practice. Re- 








excessive habit, 
32. I have heen told that during the Dassera 
and Kali Puja festivals, a good deal of Lhhang, charas, 
and ganja is used. 
36, JIalf-educated natives, who would have 
taken to ganja or charas, take to alcohol instead. 


37. I do not know the difference in the effects 
of ganja and charas smoking, but bhang is much 
milder than either of the above, 

39, I have no experience of either ganja or charas, 
taken by the mouth, but drinking bhang in moder- 
ation is much less injurious than smoking the above- 
mentioned drugs. 

40, Bhang is sometimes used in medicine by the 
native doctors, and also for cattle disease, but for 
what particular ailments I do not know. i do 
not know if ganja or charas is used in medicine 
for cattle disease. , 

41. The moderate use of bhang is said to bea 
digestive, and people who take it consume large 
quantities of food, but Ido not know if it gives 
staying-powers or is preventive of disease in mala- 
rious or unhealthy tracts. Ganja and charas 
destroy digestion, but give staying-powers under 
severe exertion, and are also used under the im- 
pression that they are preventive of malarious 
diseases, which I do not think is the case, 


42, The moderate use of bhang, as far as I know, 
is harmless, 


garding ganja Ihave hadtnoe experience in Burma, 
| except a little among sepoys. My written answers 
| are based on knowledge acquired m India. 


Question 15,—1n some constitutions the habitual 
moderate use may produce insanity, The ease I 
have in mind is that’ of a sepoy who came from 
Madras in 1872. Believing that ganja was a pro- 
tection against fever, he began at once to smoke it, 
| My enquiries led me to believe that he used to 
| smoke only once or twicea day. My experience 
| in regard tothe idea that ganja is a protection 

against malaria is confined to Madrasi sepoys. 
The man referred to above became insane in 1872, 
and was sent to the lunatic asylum. 
again in 1$90, and he was still imbecile. His case 
is that referred to in my written answer to ques- 
| tion 45, Regarding the man’s hemp drug habit, 
| I made all the enquiries that. were possible from 
his comrades and native officers, I attributed the 
insanity to ganja, because there was no other cause, 
no insanity im the family, and the man_was per- 
fectly well when he came over from India, T 
arrived at the diagnosis by excluding other causes, 
I nqu ired the man’s family history from friends 
of his in the regiment, There were some who 
knew him and his people. I looked upon ganja as 





the exciting cause of insanity im this case. The 
man had only smoked ganja for six months. The 


man was excitable, talkative and noisy. He report- 
ed me to the General as not having treated him 
properly. He was then in the hospital under ob- 








t sateen 
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servation. Besides the point of heredity, I con- 
sulted the man’s Medical Sheet, which was all right. 
That was all the enquiry I made, and I thought 
that was sufficient to exhaust other causes, The 
medical history sheet only covered the period of his 
service, about four years. I had no knowledge 
of his medical history before that time. This is 
the only case of true insanity from the hemp dings 
which I have known, 
in my answer to question 45 were slighter, and I 


The other cases referred to | 


cannot say if they were due to moderate or exces- 


sive use of the drug. Among the slight cases 
I remember a young sepoy going off his head and 


walking round the mess table. After two days 
he was all right. He said he was off his head, 
and did not know what he was doing, and the 
sepoys said his condition was due to ganja. He 
himself denied that he had smoked ganja, The 
sepoys said he had smoked on that occasion, not 
that he was an habitual smoker. Under the in- 
fluence of alcohol, people do not behave in the same 
way. You might say that the above sepoy was 
intoxicated with ganja, not rendered insane. My 
experience of hemp drug insanity is confined there- 
fore to one case. My answer to question 46 is 
based on that case. 





40. Evidence of SurGkox-Masor 8. H. Danvra, Civil Surgeon, Mandalay, 


1. Having come across consumers of diugs in 
gaols, military police and regiments. 

2. These definitions are quite in accordance with 
my knowledge of the drugs, J am not acquainted 
with these varieties, I have only known of one 
kind, véz., the dred flowering tops, ete. 

19, As far as my knowledge goes, ganja and 
charas are used only for smoking. 

23. Bhang is generally used for drinking, but 
very rarely, when ganja and charas (both of which 
are dearer than bhang) are not obtainable, it is 
smoked by poorer classes. Smoking bhang is not 
restricted to any locality or class of people as far as 
I know. 

28. (a2) About twenty grains, worth one anna in 
Burma, and half an anna in India ; 

(6) Varies a great deal, but about a drachm 
in majority of cases, costing from two to three 
annas, 

29, Ordinarily ganja and charas are mixed with 
tobacco ; and bhang is mixed with bhang massala. 


Exceptionally the first two are mixed with 
dhatura and nux-vomica; may be with cantha- 
rides or hetel-nut, but never with opium. 


The object of mixing ganja and charas with to- 
hacco is to increase the quantity and prolong smok- 
ing by the poorer classes. Bhang is never drunk 
alone, but always with massala, which 1s supposed 
to produce a nice cooling feeling in the stomach, 
Dhatura is mixed with ganja and charas by jogis 
and aseetics with a view to increase the effect of the 


latter The 
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32. Tam not aware of any religious custom in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drugs ; 
but the consumers of these drugs, when they pay 
friendly visits among themselves, are expected to 
offer a smoke to one another, as is customary 
among Europeans to offer a cigar ora peg. The 
custom is regarded as essential, and is generally 
temperate. It generally does lead to the form- 
ation of the habit afterwards, but it does not do 
harm in any other way. 


36. Majority of men deny having substituted 
alcohol for any of these drugs; but from a few 
cases that have come under my notice I feel certain 
in my mind that the sale of ganja and charas 
being stopped, and they being so expensive in 
Burma, that it is quite beyond the means of man 
to procure them, that they resort to alcohol instead, 
and the consequences have been very serious on 
account of their going to excess in the hope of 
getting the same effect as that of ganja or charas, 
I have no actual proof to show at present, but I 
remember some cases that have come under my 
observation among: gaol] warders and prisoners. 


37. The difference im the effects of all the three 
drugs is, as far as my information goes, one of 
degree, charas being the strongest and bhang the 
mildest of the three. 


39. Smoking charas and ganja is less injurious 
than eating. By the latter process the stomach 
is upset. It produces vomiting, sometimes pure- 
ing too, and the individual, imstead of feeling 
happy and comfortable, feels very miserable. 1 








object. of nux-vomica I am not in a position to say, 


The number of ingredients used to form bhang - 


massala varies a great deal. It ranges from black 
and white pepper, sugar and milk, to poppy seeds, 
seeds of water-melon, almond, pumpkin seeds, 


dried rose petals, fennel seeds, sugarcandy, corian- | 


der, cardamoms, ete. 


30. These drugs are not used by all classes of 
people, but those who do use, are in the following 
proportion :—Bhang about 50 per cent., ganja 
about 25 per cent. and charas about 10 per cent. 
All of these are generally practised in company, 
rarely in solitude. Generally confined to male sex 
and after about 35 years of age, but bhang is at 
times used by females and the young, but not 
ganja or charas. 

31. (a) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(c) Among well-to-do people there is a tend- 
eucy for the ganja smokers to go to excess, but 
Majority of working classes use the drugs under 
Moderation, 


me by men who when on duty or long marches, 
when they could not get fire and céz/lum (the 
smoking utensil or pipe) for smoking, had to resort 
to eating, and the above-said was the result. Ex- 
cessive use of charas and ganja has produced in- 
sanity in a few cases. 


40, In smal! doses it has heen prescribed as an 
aphrodisiac, hut im large doses it has been used in 
combination with dhatura as well as by itself, by 
jogis and ascetics as an anaphrodisiac. It has 
been also recommended as well as often used as a 
preventive against malaria and bowe! complaints 
caused by change of climate or water or hy march- 
ing through unhealthy districts, 


41, (a) (8) and (c) Yes, it is decidedly beneficial, 

(d) In bowel complaints, beneficial. 

44, Immediate effect is very pleasing. He feels 
happy and forgets his troubles and trials for the 


time being. He does feel refreshed. It produces 
intoxication which is, unlike that of alcohol, of a 


very passive nature. It creates appetite, but at 
the same time if he does not get food at once; he 
can bear hunger for some time without much 
distress or discomfort. The duration of the effect 
varies according to the dose and susceptibility of 
the imdividual, but generally it lasts from two to 
four hours. 


45, (6) It makes one thin, 


(c) It interferes with digestion so far that 
he does not take the same quantity of food, but 
somewhat less, 

(2) It neither causes dysentery nor asthma, but 
it produces cough. | 

(e) It does not impair moral sense; excess 
induces laziness, but in moderation it is quite the 
reverse, 


(7) Small dose excites sexual desire, but 
excess has quite contrary effect. In excess it 
deadens intellect and produces insanity, and appears 
to be merely as an exciting cause. The types of 
Insanity are in majority of cases acute mania, and 
in a few, melancholia, and it is generally tempor- 
ary, but is apt to reeur by using the drug again. 

(7) No, not in the majority of cases, 
he in a very few cases, 

46, Already discussed, 

47 and 48, No, 

49, (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 


(c) Yes, by indulging in excessive venery. 


It may 


(d) Excessive use of hemp produces inrpotence 
without fail. 

50. Diseussed already. 

56. When sufficient quantity of hemp is not 
procurable on account of its heavy cost, tobacco is 
mixed with charas and ganja with a view to aug- 
ment their effect at less expense. Besides, smok- 
ing a large quantity of charas and ganja is sup- 
posed to be more injurious than smoking a mixture 
of these with tobacco, Dhatura is mixed with 
these by jogis with a view to bring about impo- 
tency. Jam not aware of the practice of mixing 
any of the other drugs. Bhang massala is used 
with bhang with the object of its being a nervine 
tonie and it being very exlularating. 

57. Vide 39 already answered. 


Oral. evidence. 


Question 1,—I have seventeen years’ service, and 
have been in Burma since 1877. Nearly the whole 
of my service has been passed in Burma. I have 
been in civil employ since the latter part of 1878, 
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T have served in various districts in Lower Burma , 


ant in Mandalay. I was in charge of the Rangoon 
Lunatic Asylum for about a year and four months, 
and left that charge three months ago. I have 
had no other special experience of insanity. The 
information on which my answers are based is 


largely hearsay, but I have endeavoured to verify if 
by personal observation since coming to Mandalay 
in 1890, The condition of individual members of 
the Military Police attracted my attention, and I 
tried to discover to what causes the differences were 
due, For that purpose I enquired into their habits, 
their food, etc. In the course of these enquiries I 
found that many men indulged in intoxicating 
drugs and liquors. My object was to find out the 
cause of the falling off in physique which came to 
my notice in many cases. Ifa man came to hos- 
pital and T had to decide whether he was to be 
given leave I had to examine his medical history 
sheet and enquire into his antecedents and habits, 
I did not take notes of these cases. But I drew 
general conclusions, and those conclusions are em- 
bodied in my written answers to the Commission’s 
questions. The history sheets, medica’ and other, 
did not help me to form an opinion ae. the effects 
of ganja on the man, but gave me information as 
to the character of the man since he had been in the 
battalion, As far as I recollect, the sheet roll did 
not record the man’s habits in detail, but only im a 
general way. Some of the men confessed to the 
use of ganja, notwithstanding that the drug is pro- 
hibited by law. ; 


When I got the Commission’s questions I was in 
Rangoon. I made special enquiries from about 20) 
men among the Miltary Police in Rangoon, the 
Military Police in Mandalay, and the jail of which 
I have charge, with a view to testing the opinions 
T had previously formed, The men of whom T 
made enquiries were selected through my Hospital 
Assistants, I told them that I wanted to see and 
talk to men who were in the habit of consuming 
the drug, and the men who came to me were mostly 
consumers. When questioning the men I told 
them that I was only seeking information, and had 
not any intention of getting them punished. 
Most of my answers are based on my personal 
experience, substantiated by the enquiries which I 
have made recently. Some of my answers are 
hearsay. None of my answers related to the effect 
of the drug on Burmans. In fact, I have never 
known a Burman to consume the drug. 


Question 86,—The men whom I questioned told 
me that they could get the drug in_ the bazar, 
though they had to pay rather a high price for it. 
Two brothers I knew in Bassein, one of whom was 
a jail warder, used both to smoke ganja. One of 
them, who was unmarried, continued to take ganja 
in. spite of the high price, The other brother took 
to alcohol, ceased to send remittances to his family, 
and became adrunkard, and was dismissed the 
Government service. This and similar cases have 
led me to the conclusion that aleohol is worse than 
ganja; and that alcohol is being substituted for 
ganja among natives of India in Burma in conse- 
quence of the high cost of the drug. 


Question 45,—My statement regardmg lacy 
resulting from the drug is based on. my. experience 
as Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum in 
Rangoon, and not on any other facts. 





41. Evidence of Surcron-Masor P. W, Datzut, Civil Surgeon und Superintendent, 
Central Prison, Bassein. 


1. In the course of practice both as Civil Sur- | I have no personal knowledge of other varieties or 
geon and Medical Officer of a jail, extending over | preparations. 


thirteen years. 19. Ganja which is the only form with which I 
2. The only form in which I have met with | 2™ acquainted is, I believe, used only for smoking. . 


ganja in this country is that known as flat ganja, 28. I can give no information on this point. . 
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28. I have had no means of ascertaining this. 


29, I understand that tobacco and betel-leaf are 
mixed with ganja for smoking purposes. I have 
no knowledge of the preparation (bhang massala). 

30. The consumption of ganja is, I believe, 
chiefly practised in solitude and principally by 
males, but female prostitutes are addicted to the 
habit. 


31. I have so little experience that I am unable 
to give any reliable information on these points 
from personal observation. 

32. I know of none. 


36. I have no data on which to form an opinion 
on this point. In this country, ganja is only used 
by a few natives of India. The possession of the 
drug is entirely prolibited, but that it is used is 
proved by the fact that individuals are occasionally 
detected with considerable quantities. 

37, I have had no opportunity of comparing the 
effects of these different preparations. 

40. Not that Iam aware of. I cannot say. 


41. I have not had sufficient experience with 
reference to the action of the drug to give any 
reliable information on these points. 


42, The above reply applies to this question also, 
44, I have never had a habitual consumer of 


ganja under observation ; and cannot therefore reply 
to these queries, 


45. (a) Yes. 


(4) Yes. In the few cases I have met with, the 


subjects have been thin and anemic. When the 
habit is carried to excess, it appears to injure 
digestion. 

(2) I am not aware that it causes either dysen- 
tery, bronchitis or asthma, 


(e) It certainly impairs the moral sense and 
induces habits of laziness. 


(7) It perverts the intellect and produces in- 
sanity, I have not had cases of toxic insanity from 
this cause under treatment, and therefore am 
unable to give an opinion as to whether the abuse 
of the drug was the exciting or predisposing cause. 
The form of insanity is chiefly maniacal. 

46, 47 and 48, My want of personal experience 
debars me from discussing these questions. 


49, The drug has a reputation as an aphrodisiac 
and is used by natives of India, who are prostitutes, 
probably to stimulate the sexual appetite. 


50, My knowledge of the effects of the drug 
too slender to enable me to do so, 


56. My knowledge of the effects of the drug 
too slender to enable me to do so. 

57. In the few cases I have met with, the drug 
is chiefly employed for smoking. 


In conclusion, the drug is entirely prohibited in 
this province, I cannot recall an instance In m 
own experience in which a Burman was addicted to 
the use of hemp in any form, Want of experience 
therefore precludes me from giving any useful 
information regarding its uses and effects from 
personal experience. 





42. Evidence of Suncron-Magor G. T. Tuomas, Civil Surgeon, Moulmein. 


1. My experience of these drugs is very limited ; 
they are not used at allin South India, where I 
never saw any cases for eleven years; and in Burma, 
except from two or three Indian prisoners, I can 
gather no information from persons who haye used 
these drugs. These drugs are obtained privately 
by natives of India, but now it is practically not 
known tothe Burmese, who use opium, if possible, 


Charas in Burmese Séjao ase. 

Ganja = Séjao. 

Bhang = Bhén. 

These two latter names seem to he used for 
ganja or bhang. 


19, Ganja is sometimes eaten with sugar and 
milk, when bhang is not procurable; ganja and 
charas are usually smoked by the lower castes, four 
or five timesa day, 20 grains each time. Some- 
times mixed with s¢ramonium seeds, 


23. No; it is only eaten. In Central India and 
North-Western Provinces, rarely in Madras, and not 
now in Burma; some haye takento opium, as 
ganja is obtained with difficulty. Bhang is eaten 
hy Brahmins and better castes, one drachm daily to 
four drachms. 

29, Ordinarily, with sugar, miik, etc.; betel 
leaves, also, for taste, Exceptionally, nux-vomica, 
which creates greater intoxication, Dhatura rarely, 
as it dries up mouth and tongue, Spices, sugar and 
milk, 

30. Smoking in company; eaten in private; 
chiefly confined to males. Prostitutes are the only 
females who indulgein it. Children in Upper India 
are given these drugs to induce sleep. 


31, Easily formed. Difficult to break off volun- 


tarily. There is a tendency for the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive. 


32. Fakirs and hermits use these drugs largely, 
but there are no religious customs or rules which 
encourage the consumption of these drugs, but the 
reverse, 


36. Not to my knowledge, 

37. No difference in effects. 

39. All equally injurious in excess, and also in 
excess tend to produce insanity, 


40), Not tomy knowledge. No, 

‘1. (2) Improves appetite in small quantities, 

(4) Yes, beneficial. 

(c) Not useful as a febrifuge, 

(2) Unknown, except to temporarily alleviate 
pain (rheumatic, ete.). 


42. Harmless in moderate doses, otherwise it 
would hardly be used so extensively by various races 
and castesin Upper India, 


‘Lt. It is refreshing and canses pleasant sensations, 
Intoxication, yes. They both allay hunger and 
insmall doses they create appetite. After-effects, 
headache, if much is used. 


45. (a), (6) and (c) Not in moderate doses. 
(d) No. 


(e) Not in moderate doses, 


(f) Personally I have not known the use of these 
drugs produce insanity permanently, but I have 
not had charge of a lunatie asylum. I have onl 
met a few cases of temporary excitement from the 


use of bhang. 


46, By excessive use these drugs undoubtedly 
may cause insanity. In moderate doses it enables 
natives of India to undergo a great amount of 
physical labour which otherwise they could not. 

47, Not that I know of. 

43. Not to my knowledge. 


49, Some Northern Indian races take these 
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drug's as aphrodainon and prostitutes use them, 
Large and continuous doses would produce 
impotence, 

50. In excessive and long-continued doses these 
drugs would act in the reverse way to paragraph 49, 


57, No differences known as to effects by eating 
or drinking these drugs. 





43. Lvidence of Surcron-Cavrain R. E. 8. Davis, Superintendent, Central 
; Prison, Rangoon. 


1, Only from observation of prisoners and eri- 
minal junatics who have heen addicted to the habit. 


19. The ganja smokers I have come across 

make little or no distinction between ganja and 
charas, but my experience is very limited. 
_ 81. As far as my information goes, the habit 
is easily formed and difficult to break off. There 
appears not to be any great tendency to develop 
the habit to excess. 

Tam not in a position to give any definite 
opinion, 

44, It would appear to be refreshing and sooth- 
ing. It certainly does, in some instances, produce 
some intoxication, 


45. I have met two well-marked cases of insanity, 
which were apparently caused by abuse of this 
habit. In neither case was I able to obtain reliable 
information, on which I could base an opinion as 
to the mental state before the habit began. I 
have no doubt whatever that persons of a neurotic 
diathesis might find this habit the starting point 
of mental disease. 


Oral evidence. 


Question 1.—I am of eleven years’ service, and 
since 1885 I have been in Burma. I passed the 
first two years in military employment with civil 


duties in addition. Since then I have heen in civil 
employ. I have been in charge of the Rangoon 
Central Jail since 1889, and as the accommoda- 
tion in the lunatic asylum is insuflicient, I have 
had an average of 60 criminal hmaties confined in 
the jail, 

Question 45.—The consumption of the hemp 
drugs has not come before me as affecting the health 
of the people. I have never discovered ganja in 
the jail. I remember a small piece of some sub- 
stance which I was told was ganja, being once 
found on the person of a prisoner on admission to 
the jail. 

The only two cases in which I have seen any 
reason to connect the hemp drugs with insanity 
were criminal lunatics admitted to the jail, and 
they were Sikhs. The cause was put down as 
ganja smoking. I endeavoured to get evidence 
on the subject and applied to their command- 
ing officers, but failed to get reliable informa- 
tion that there had been abuse of the drug, Ques- 
tions put to the men who accompanied the prisoners 
also failed to elicit any information beyond the 
fact that they were ganja smokers. I was un- 
able to cone’ude with confidence that the insanity 
was due to ganja in these cases, because there was 
no evidence of excess, and I could not learn the 
previous history of the men. These are the two 
cases mentioned in my answer to question 45, 





44, Evidence of Surcreon-Carrain R. H. Castor, Cicil Surgeon, Yemethin. 


1. Practically 7/7, as during my military service 
I had no cases to deal with, and since I have entered 
the Civil Department in Burma I have been in 
the upper portion of the province, where cases of 
this nature are comparatively rare. OF course 
there are the well-known cases one hears of, of 
sepoys running amuck from excessive use of these 
drugs; but personally I have not met with one. 


2. I do not know enough of this subject to give 
an opinion, 


19. They are chiefly used for smoking ; but the 
Hospital Assistant states that he has seen lozenges 
made of ganja in Dacca and sold in the bazaar. I 
have known very few persons who drink it at festi- 
vals, and in their private houses both in Madras and 
Burma, 

23, Very often used for smoking in parts of the 
Madras Presidency, Eastern Bengal, and North- 
West. The middle class people generally, as a 
rule, to a moderate extent, hut sometimes to excess 
at festivals. 

28, I do not know. 

29, Milk, sugar and spices are sometimes mixed 
with the drugs to make it more pengers Opium is 
mixed to make it a narcotie etel stalk is mixed 
with it to make it more intoxicating. I do not 
know bkang massala. 

vol. vii. 
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30 and 31. I do not know. 

32. I do not know any particulars on this sub- 
ject ; but I know it is used at the Muharram, 
Holi, and other festivals, 

39. I do not know. 

40, Native doctors use it for diarrhwa and 
cholera ; also for poisonous bites, and a narcotic. 
For cattle-disease, I do not know. 

4], (a) As a digestive. 

(4) Has a certain amount of staying-power. 

{c) Yes. 

(d) Narcotie, anodyne, and antispasmodic ; but 
the action of the drug under these heads is limited 
and uncertain. 


42, I certainly think that toa moderate extent 
these drugs are beneficial, owing to their actions 
above named. 


44. I do not know. 

45, (6) Not, so far as I know. 

(c) Causes loss of appetite. 

(d) No. 

(e) Sometimes to a certain extent only. 


(f) Do not know of a single case of insanity 
this drug has produced. 


3H 
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46, 47 and 48. Do not know. 
49, I have heard of its being used for such 


arposes, but do not know of any special cases. . 


he rest of the questions I am unable to give an 
opinion. 
50. Do not know. 


57. My experience is limited on this question, 
and the only cases that I can recall now are those 
which I saw occurring at festivals, where some of 
the men both eat and drink ganja to an excess 
which subsequently acts on their constitutions and 
produces evil results, 





45, Evidence of Assisranr Surceon O. L. Moonsut, Civil Surgeon and Superin- 
tendent of Jail, Maubin, Thongwa District. 


1, As the ganja is not much consumed by the 
people of Lower Burma, my experience on the 
subject is limited. The information furnished 
the accompanying answers is chiefly based on ex- 
perience of the usage of the drug amongst the 
people of Lower Bengal. 


2. The definititions given hy Dr. Prain of the 
three narcotic articles obtained from hemp plant in 
India cannot be accepted for this province, imas- 
much as, except the ganja, charas and siddhi are 
seldom used by Burmese. Ganja is locally known 
as “saykyouk ”’ or dry tobacco, 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. 


23, Unable to give any information on this sub- 
ject. 


28. Unable to give any information on this 
subject, as I have seldom come across habitual 
or excessive consumers of ganja amongst the 
Burmese. 


29. In India siddhi or Lhang is ordinarily mixed 
with coriander and cardamom to give it flavour, and 
exceptionally with sugar to add to its intoxicating 
effects. Dhatura is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
by thugs or highway robbers, and administered to 
their victims witha view of inducing temporary 
unconsciousness so as to facilitate their object of 
plunder, 


No; 1 do not know of bhang mussala. 


30, The consumption of these drugs mostly 
practised in company, and chiefly confined to male 
adults, The female sex occasionally partake of 
bhang ; children seldom consuming any of these 
drugs. 

31. Yes; the habit is easily formed and difficult 
to break off, asin the case of any other narcotic 
drug, ¢.g., opium, alcohol, etc. There is always a 
tendency in ganja also to lead from moderation to 
excess in its use. 

32. I am not aware of any amongst the 
Burmese, but amongst Hindus siddhi is used on 
the fourth day of the greatest Hindu festival called 
Bijaya, and the eustom is regarded as essential. 
It is always temperate, and not likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit or otherwise injurious. 


36. Ido not think that aleohol is now to any 
extent being substituted for any of the drugs, nor 
do I think it ever will, for alcohol is dear, ganja 
cheap. Half an anna worth ganja will produce 
intoxication in a beginner, whereas half an anna 


worth aleohol will fail to produce that effect. 


37. The only difference in the effects of the use 
of these drugs is one of degree: ganja producing 
the strongest effects, and siddhi the least. 


39. Instead of smoking ganja or charas being 
less injurious than drinking or eating the same, 
T am inclined to think that it is more so, for obvi- 
ous physiological reasons which it is unnecessary to 
discuss here. 


40, Except bhang, which is prescribed by native 
doctors as a vehicle in cases of diarrhea, I am not 


aware of any other preparation of the drug being 
used medicinally by them. Ganja is sometimes 
used externally for scabies, boiled in oil, 


41, Yes; moderate use especially of bhang acts 
as an appetiser, alleviates fatigue, and probably to 
some extent retards the wear and tear of tissues, 
consequent on severe bodily exertion or exposure. 
Tam not aware of its anti-malanal effects, but I 
would quote an instance from my memory, where 
three persons were bitten by a mad dog and of 
these three one was an inveterate ganja smoker, 
This man escaped hydrophobia, whereas the two 
others succumbed to it. By this I don’t imply 
that it is the specific for the cure of the malady, 
I have had no opportunity of giving it a trial, 


42, I do consider that the moderate use of bhang 
to those accustomed to it for any length of time 
is not only harmless but beneficial. Sudden cutting 
off of the supply to ‘those will be necessarily 
followed by symptoms of dyspepsia and lethargy 
in works. 


4-4, The immediate effect is a sense of relaxation 
of the whole system, followed by intoxication. 
Like tobacco, it 1s refreshing after undue exertion. 
It both allays hunger and creates appetite: The 
effects generally last from one to two hours, and it 
is succeeded by a craving for more. When the 
first effects pass off, like alcohol, it has its after- 
effects too, but less in degree ; and want of subse- 
quent gratification is attended with longing for 
more and general lassitude, aches and pains. 


45. (2) 1 have known habitual moderate con- 
sumers of these drugs to enjoy robust health, 
possess sound intellectual powers and of unimpeach- 
able morals, 


(6) and (c) No. 


(2) No; on the contrary, asthmatic people often 
resort to it, to allay their sufferings. Immoderate 
use causes gastro-intestinal irritation, 


(e) No. 


(7) No; on the contrary, I have known of 
moderate consumers of hemp possessing brilliant 
intellectual powers. Some of the rishis and jogis 
could be cited in support of the above assertion. 
T have known sanyasis (those who have cut them- 
selves off from all socialities and turned devotees 
for life) well versed in Sanskrit and proficient in 
the knowledge of the four Vedhas, at the same time 
addieted to the use of this drug. All the cases of 
insanity that have come under my observation in 
Burma, in none have I been able to trace its 
cause to abuse of hemp, I have seen some cases of 
insanity amongst the natives of India brought on by 
abuse of this drug, and I must confess that in one 
and all no predisposing influence to the disease 
could be traced. The malady was solely due to the 
baneful effect of its immoderate use. It generally 
produces symptoms of violent mania. I have 
known cases to recover after the drug has been 
stopped and proper treatment applied. In some 
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instances the mental powers have sustained an 
irreparable damage. 


I am not aware of any cases of temporary insani- 
ty reduced by the use of the drug after libera- 
tion from restramt. The latter part of the ques- 
tion I am unable to answer satisfactorily, as I have 
known none who had had to indulge in the abuse 
of the drug to obtam relief from mental anxiety or 
brain disease. 

46, Habitual excessive use of any of these drugs 
will undoubtedly deteriorate the health, produce 
serious gastro-intestinal disorder, lead to im- 
morality and finally drag its victim to the gates 
of an asylum, 

47, Assuredly not. 


4S, Same remarks as the above apply here. 


4 


49. Yes; it is used as an aphrodisiac. The 
prostitutes use it a!so for the purpose, but to a less 
extent than the alcohol. T do not consider that its 
moderate use as an aphrodisiac is attended with 
more injurious consequences than its use as a 
narcotic, because the same quantity would answer 
both the purposes. I have known no instances 
of importance resulting from the use of hemp. 

50), Its excessive use as an aphrodisiac will 
certainly produce all those ill-effects of its abuse as 
a narcotic. 

56. When adulterated with dhatura and other 
nareotics, it will produce deleterious effects on the 
system whether used in moderation or excess. As 
already stated, except the administration of dhatura 
with ganja by thugs to increase its narcotic effects, 
T know of no other substances that are added to 
it to modify its effects. Both ganja and charas 
are usually” used with tobacco as a vehicle for 
smoking. 

57. I know of no instances where it is either 
eaten or drunk. 


Oral evidence. 


1. I belong to the Indian Medical Department, 
and have heen twenty-one years in the service. I 
took the degree of L. M.S. at the Calcutta Uni- 
versity in 1872. The first five years of my service 
were passed in Bengal and the last sixteen in Burma, 
I have never held charge of a lunatic asylum, and 
have had no special experience lunacy. 

45. My answer refers to the period during which 
T was Assistant Surgeon in Bengal. One case was 
a relation of my own, who began smoking at an 
early age and finished in the lunatic asylum. He 

‘a . 7 Ae 
began to smoke at the age of 16, used to take 15 


chillums a day, and went mad after ten years’ in- 
dulgence in this habit, He lived close to me, and 
I knew him almost from childhood, I was about 
15 years of age when he began to smoke, and I 
was a Civil Surgeon in Bengal when he went mad. 
He and I lived as neighbours for six years after he 
began smoking, but the last four years of his history 
before he went mad was only known to me by hearsay, 
As we were closely related, I continued to know all 
about his habits. I am confident there was no other 
cause of msanity but the ganja. The first six years 
of his smoking produced no symptom of insanity, 
but he neglected his studies and took to bad com- 
pany. The low company he frequented was not 
criminal, but was vicious. He may also have fol- 
lowed vicious and licentious courses, but I did not 
attribute his madness to his licentious courses, be- 
cause many of the company followed the same 
courses and did not go mad. I have read of sexual 
indulgence as being one of the principal causes of 
insanity, and our Shastras contain the same teach- 
ing, I do not think the moderate use of ganja will 
cause insanity, becanse I have known innumerable 
moderate smokers who have not )ecome insane, 
The insanity generally takes the form of mania. 
Mania can be produced by spirit drmking, sexual 
excess, grief, fear, and many other causes. In the 
present, case there were six years of ganja smoking 
followed by four years of sexual excess m addition 
to the ganja habit. The ganja smoking was the 
exciting cause of insanity. I was not present when 
the man went mad, but I ascribe the insanity main- 
ly to ganja smoking, because I saw no other pre- 
disposing cause. I could not differentiate between 
insanity due to ganja and that due to sexual excess, 
but in this ease attributed it to the former cause 
because others had indulged in sexua! excess with- 
out going mad. The others also went im for ganja 
smoking, but not to the same extent as this boy. 
I knew them all as they belonged to my village, 
and am therefore able to make this statement. I 
could not say whether they indulged in sexual ex- 
cess to the same extent as this boy. The case went 


to the lunatie asyhum, but I don’t remember which 


asylum, The man is dead long ago, 


In the Gaya district I saw one or two cases. 
They were not, however, very bad cases, being partial 
aberration of mind, They occurred seventeen years 
ago, The cases came under my treatment as out- 
door patients, and on my enquiring the cause of 
their insanity I was told that it was excessive use 
of ganja. ‘They were not under my observation for 
any length of time. Iam not certain that these 
cases were due to ganja, as I am in the other case 
previously described. 





4. Evidence of Manrnpra Nata Roy, Resident Medical Officer, General Hospital, 
Rangoon. 


1. My information is from— 
(a) Occasionally drinkers of bhang in my part 
of Bengal as mentioned in the following pages. 


b) Three charas smokers amongst my co-lodgers 


in Calcutta. , co 

c) About 15 ganja smokers in my native village 
in Nadia district. 

9. Dr. Prain’s information is, I believe, correct 
as far as I have heard. 

I have seen only one variety of ganja which, 
although I did not see enquiringly, I believe, is 
raeancl Chur ganja I have not seen, Male or 
female classification I have not heard of. 


vol. v ii. 


The different products are known as siddhi or 
bhang, charas and ganja. 
19. I have seen them used only for smoking. 
Ganja in cattle disease is given as bolus. 
23. No. 
28. As regards ganja and bhang I am unable to 
answer, 
As regards charas— 
(a) Average allowance about 5 grains, cost 
1} pie. 
(2) I have not seen any excessive consumer, 
29. Ganja is always mixed with a few drops ot 
water so as to make it slightly moist, and then 
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prepared by kneading on the palm of the hand, 
This, I believe, makes it less pungent. 

Charas is put into a capsule of prepared tobacco 
(used in Bengal for smoking), and then put on fire, 
which melts the charas and thereby gets it mixed 
with the tobacco, This has also the same effect. 

Bhang is used with black pepper, aniseed, rose 
petals, cucumber seeds, milk and sugar. ‘These are 
supposed to have a cooling effect, but the term is 
used rather vaguely. Dhatura, opium, nux-vomica, 
cantharides or betel-nut is not used. 

Bhang massala is sold in Calcutta for the purpose 
of its bemg mixed with bhang, and is composed of 
black pepper, aniseed and rose petals. 


30. Ganja and charas smoking is considered de- 
grading in the Bengal society, and consequently 
they are not smoked in public; but when smokers 
meet they smoke together, and generally there is a 
place where they meet and smoke, 


Bhang is consumed im public, as sanctioned in 
the social custom mentioned under paragraph 32 ; 
but it must be mentioned that a son using anything 
intoxicating’ (even smoking common tobacco) before 
his father or men of that position is not sanctioned 
by good manners. I have not seen ganja or char- 
as used hy females or males in their minority, nor 
have I seen bhang being used by minor males, 
Females seldom use bhang during the above-men- 
tioned social custom. 


31, Tam unable to answer. 


32. There is a social custom in Bengal under which 
bhang is used on the fourth day of Durga Puja 
(the biggest of al] Hindu religious ceremonies held in 
Bengal about September or October). Hindus re- 
turnmg home after throwing the idol into water, 
visit aud emlrace each other. During these visits 
bhang, prepared into a syrup with the ingredients 
mentioned under paragraph 29, is offered as well as 
sweets. It is not essentially necessary to drink the 
bhang thus offered. It is generally temperate, hut 
as it 1s used once only im a year, and as there is no 
definite rule about the strength, people sometimes 
find the amount of intoxication produced undesir- 
able. I have never seen any injurious effect produced 
by this custom, neither have I seen any one being 
habitual consumer of the drug. 


36. None that Iam aware of, Use of alcohol is 
very rare in my part of Bengal, but then aleohol 
shops are few and far between, 

37 and 39. I am unable to answer, 

40. Bhang is used as medicine by kabirajes, and 
as a family medicine in diseases of the digestive 
organs, Ganja is used in cattle disease. 


41, From my limited experience I am of opini- 
on that all the three in moderate doses are— 


(a) beneficial as a food accessory. 


(6) They give staying-power under severe 
exertions or exposure and also alleviate 
fatigue. My reasons for (a) and (8) are 
what I have seen, 


People after drinking bhang eat a good lot, but 
those people ordinarily do not eat so much. In one 
case I recollect there seemed no end of the feed and 
the man had to finish because there was nothing 
more to give him. The few charas smokers I have 
seen were good eaters. 


Dooly-bearers in my part of Bengal are all ganja 
smokers, When their services are wanted they have 
to be fed, and the measure of their ration is not an 
ordinary one. Amongst all labourers their labour 
is the hardest, They will never grudge a distance 
nor take shelter from rain or sun if they get their 
ganja, extra for extra, 


(c) Ldo not recollect ever treating a ganja or 
charas smoker, 


(2) I have no experience in any other way. 


44, Never had an occasion to enquire, but from 
what can be seen outwardly, these drugs seem to 
be refreshing; do not produce intoxication that 
may be apparent in the consumers’ actions and 
conversations ; allay hunger and create appetite. I 
am unable to say how long the effect lasts, and 
what are the after-effects. But the want of sub- 
sequent gratification produces longing. 


45, (a) Habitual moderate use has apparently 
no noxious effect. 


(b), (e), (2), (e) Not that I know of. 


(7) Does not deaden the intellect. I have not 
seen insanity amongst those cases that I knew, 


46, The two excessive smokers I have seen 
were known for short temper and outspoken habits, 
otherwise there was nothing wrong physically, 
mentally or morally. 

47 and 48, I have not seen any case which leads 
me to that conclusion, 


49 and 50. I am unable to answer, but so far 


I know that ganja and charas smokers haye 
children, 


57, I have not seen ganja or charas being 
eaten, but I have heard that when a ganja smoker 
falls short of his quantity, he chews and eats it, 
as it is believed that to produce the same effect 
it requires a smaller quantity when eaten than 
when smoked, 


RC SNe eres ee 


47. Evidence of Assisrant Surcron Maune Tur. 


Oral evidence. 


Tn the ease of Ahdul Kadar, admitted this year 
(1894), three frends came with the lunatic. They 
were not related to him at all, but merely friends, 
I found out nothing about his hereditary history. 
They said they knew Abdul Kadar, and lived with 
him. They said he had been eating ganja with 
milk for about a year. They noticed he did not go 
to his work as usual, and used to quarrel with 
people. Iasked about his previous habits. They 
said he was sober and regular in his habits, and 
never quarrelled with anybody. I asked how 
much ganja he took. They could not tell me. 
They said he had been quarrelsome for two or three 
days before admission to the asylum. He had also 


been regular at his work until within two or three 
days before. When I asked how much ganja he 
took, they said they could not tell, but it was very 
much. I did not ask how often he took it a day, 
nor how much he spent on it, nor whether he was 
ever intoxicated with it. They said they them- 
selves did not take ganja. They were from 
Madras. I asked nothing further, 


I have been Assistant Surgeon in subordinate 
charge of the Rangoon Asylum, only for ten 
months, I know of only one case of alteration 
here of the entry made be the Civil Surgeon in 
the “ history.”? The cause had been shown as “ un- 
known”; but Dr. Dantra entered it as “opium 
eating.” I understand that this was because the 
patient came from a district where opium was 


much eaten, and this might be a probable cause. 
Dr. Baker altered the entry again to “ unknown” 
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after consulting Dr, Dantra, and obtaining his 
consent, 





48. Evidence of Sona MUL, Brahmin, First Grade Hospital Assistant, in medical 
charge of Dispensary and Jail, Myanaung. 


1, My answers are framed according to my own 
experience. 

19, Ganja and charas are used only for smoking ; 
but sometimes, if a habitual bhang drinker can- 
not get bhang, he will use ganja for drinking ; 
and in places where ganja is expensive or not 
easily procurable, such as in Burma, people often 
drink ganja instead of smoking, as a small quan- 
tity will be sufficient to intoxicate, while more is 
required for smoking. 


23. I have never noticed that bhang is used for 
smoking. 








28, 
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29, I have never noticed if any ingredients, 
such as dhatura, nux-vomica, opium, cantharides 
or betel-nut are mixed with ganja and charas, 


The following mgredients, called bhang massala, 
are mixed with bhang before it is prepared for 
drinking, vtz., aniseed, black pepper, cucumber 
seeds, water-melon seeds, poppy-head seeds, and 
almonds, 


30. The drugs are generally conlined to the 
male sex, with the exception of some bad women. 
I have never known children to consume these 
drugs. 


51. It is easily formed and can be easily broken 
off, Yes, the moderate habit of using these drugs 
will gradually run into excess, 

32. There is no social or religious custom that 
T am aware for the consumption of these drugs, 
It is likely to lead to the formation of a habit, and 
it is injurious if taken in excess, 

36. I don’t think that alcohol is substituted for 
these drugs, because, first, alcohol is more expensive ; 
second, most of the people who are in the habit of 
using these drugs are Hindus and Muhammadans, 
who, on account of caste prejudice, don't like to 
take alcohol. 


37. The effect of charas smoking is the same as 
ganja. he effect of bhang drinking is milder 
than that of smoking charas and ganja, and has a 
more astringent effect. 


39. In my opinion the smoking of any prepara- 
tation of the hemp plant is not less injurious than 
eating and drinking of the same, because in-both 
ways it wil] affect the nervous system. 


40. I have seen in my country, Punjab, native 
‘doctors sometimes prescribe bhang drinking for 


menorrhwgia, dysentery, insomnia, some forms of 
dyspepsia; and barbers generally give bhang to 
drmk to Muhammadan boys before the operation 
of circumcision, I haye never seen any one prescrib- 
ing ganja or charas for any illness. Bhang is 
sometimes used by the natives of India on cattle for 
stomach diseases, 


41, The moderate use of charas, ganja and 
bhang is effectual as digestives, in alleviating 


: : 2 5 
fatigue, and as a nervine stimulant, but tem- 


porarily. 

42. The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
harmless, as people using these drags in small 
quantity once or or twice daily don’t suffer any: 
ill effects, 

4+, The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
these drugs is refreshing and produces intoxication. 
It creates appetite. The effect lasts about four 
hours. The want of subsequent gratification pro- 
duces longing and uneasiness. 


45, I have never seen a man suffer bad effects 
by moderate use of these drugs. The moderate 
use does not cause dysentery and bronchitis, but 
produces laziness. About five years ago a police 
constable, a native of India, was under my treat- 
ment suffermg from mania said to have been 
caused by excessive use of ganja smoking and 
bhang drinking. He was sent to the lunatic 
asylum. In 1877, while I was doing duty in the 
Sth Regiment, Madras Native Infantry, I recollect 
a Madrasi sepoy died suddenly as soon as he re- 
turned from ball fire. On enquiry it was reported 
that he had a smoke of ganja before he started at 
6 4.M., and had another smoke on his return at 
11 a.m, This man was a habitual ganja smoker ; 
cannot say whether moderate or in excess, No 
post mortem was held. 


A7 and -&S, The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, and 
does not affect the children of the moderate con- 
sumer, 


19, The moderate use of these drugs is practised 
as an aphrodisiac, and its use for this purpose is 
really injurious, The sexual desire which 1s pro- 
duced by the use of hemp drugs is false and tem- 
porary, 

50, The excessive use of these drugs is sure to 
produce impotency. 

57. I have seen people eat and drink ganja 
sometimes, when they do not get bhang, who are 
in the habit: of drinking it. 

In conclusion, I heg to say, although the 
moderate use of the above drugs is harmless, they 
produce laziness and stupidity, and there is always 
a tendency of the moderate smoker and drinker to 
develop into excess, which is injurious to the con- 
stitution, and makes the man useless for any 
labour. Therefore I think it will be good for the 
public if the sale of these drugs be stopped, 
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49. Evidence of the Kieu Rev. 


Oral evidence. 


I have been in the Madras Presidency for 
twenty-two years, and over eleyen years in Burma, 


I was a Missionary in Tinnevelly, and afterwards 


Secretary to the S. P.G. Mission in Madras, I 
have since been Bishop of Rangoon, — 
among the people in the Madras Presidency, at 
one time being seven miles from any European. 
My experience was in Timevelly, Ramnad, and 
Madras itself, I am also M. D. of Edinburgh 
University and did medical work as a Misisonary, 
For years I was five hours a day in my hospital. 
I suppose I must have prescribed from 300 to 500 
thousand times for natives, 

My experience with regard to the hemp drug 
preparations is absolutely x72, Pirst of all, amongst 
the people of the extreme south of India, who 
eonsist to a great extent of the Shanar caste, the 
drug was not used at all. I never remember to 
have met any case where I had reason to believe 
that the drug had been used during my experi- 
ence in Tinneyelly. In Madras itself there were 
a few cases where the patient came and I was led 
to ask questions as to the use of the hemp drug. 
I have never had a case where a patient came to 
be treated for the results of the drug; but I have 
had in Madras six or eight cases at the most, 
where I was led by the symptoms to ask questions 
asto the use. The use was admitted in one or 
two cases. But still I could not certainly trace 
the symptoms as the effect of the drugs, I have 
left all my veecords in the various hospitals, and 
besides, the cases are too few to establish any 
conclusion, In one or two cases the conection 
of thesymptoms with hemp drugs was so far estal- 
lished that, though the patient complaimed of 
something else, I treated the drugs as the orego, 
There seemed to me nervous symptoms, so to say, 
artificially produced, There was no insanity. But 
I saw signs, as I thought, of softening of the bram 
in one case. The excitalility displayed led me to 
infer that the disease of the brain was caused by 
the man’s habits; and this led me to make enqui- 
ries, the result of which caused me to associate 
the symptoms with constant use of the drug. It 
was & mere impression, There are many other 
causes which might produce these symptoms ; Lut 
by questioning one eliminates certain causes anid 
is able to say: “In this such seems to he the 
cause.’ This ease oceurred about 1875 or 1876. 
So far as I remember, I eliminated other causes, 
I do not remember the treatment I followed ; but 
T recollect the diagnosis. I think there were one 
or two more cases in Madras in which my impres- 


Tevet. fon liquor, 


Dr. Strracuan, Bishop of Rangoon. 


sion was that brain disease was traceable to hemp- 
drugs. In those cases I found no history of liquor. 
Though liquor is more common than ganja in 
Madras, I found no liquor history in these cases, I 
have never read of brain changes from ganja; but 
I presume they might result from it as they do 
At all events, I diagnosed them 
as far as I could judge, 


At the same time my experience of hemp 
has heen too limited to give any opinion on the 
effects of hemp drugs. Then it must Le borne in 
mind that, though my hospital experience of hemp 
was small, there may have been more in military 
or police hospita's, and so on. My observation 
in respect to Southern India, so far as it goes, 
is that the drug is hardly used at all, 7.¢., in the 
Madras Presideney. The drug has never in any 
way forced itself on my notice in my itinerating 
work, It has never come before me as one of 
the evils with which a missionary has to deal. 
And in my missionary vists to villages, when listen- 
ing to quarrels and so on, I have never found any 
of this set down to hemp drugs. 


In Burma the hemp drug has never come into 
my experience, It has attracted my attention 
only from the reports I have read in regard to 
smuggling of ganja. I received copies of the 
questions of the Commission to distribute. I 
distriluted ten copies, but only received one 
answer, I have since enquired, and am told that 
Burmans never use the drug. I have never my- 
self met a Burman who did. I should say from 
what I hear that there must be difficulty in getting 
the drug by natives of India, but that there is much 
brought in. My impression is that there has been 
increase of smugglng; but that may he due to 
hearing of more seizures, My impression is that 
scarcely a steamer of the B. I. S. N. Company 
comes in without some ganja, The company do not 
approve; but the stuff gets on board their boats. 
But I have never seen the drug used at all since I 
came to Burma, 

From my limited experience in Madras, I feel 
dillieulty in saying anything definitely ; but, gene- 
rally speaking, I may say that it is always difli- 
cult to interfere with the intoxicant of a nation, 
and that it is unwise to do this without very grave 
necessity, I think further that there seems to he 
a physiological necessity for some kind of artificial 
stimulant in the human race. And it is a very seri- 


‘ous matter to attempt to interfere Ly force with 


the habits of a race or people in regard to their 
stimulants. It has to Le done with the greatest 
caution. 





50. Evidence of Saw Matne, ex-Sawbwa of Nyaungywe State. 


Oral evidence. 


_ Fort Stedman is in the Nyaungywe State. The 
State is about 60 English miles in length from 
north to south by 2S in breadth from east to west. 
The Danu country borders on the State, and some 
Danu villages are within it. The name of the 
capital of the State is Nyaungywe, and it is near 
Fort Stedman. 

The hemp plant, bien bin, is used but little for 
the drug, and principally for its fibre in the State. 
The Shan people only grow a few plants here and 
there, but the Palaungs, Kachins and Lawas culti- 


vate it in fields to a very small extent. The occa- 
sional plants grown by the Shans are used for the 
drug. The more extensive cultivation by the other ~ 
classes is for the fibre. Each patch of this cultiva- 
tion would be Jess than the area of this hall (60 
by 35 feet), and nearly every house would have a 
plot. The drug is not made from this cultivation, 
and the plant thus grown for fibre is called “ gom 
bin.” The fibre is used in the house of the grower 
and it is not sold. The “bhen bin” and “gom 
bin” are precisely the same plant. I do not know 
if the male plant is removed when the plant is 
grown as a narcotic by the Shans; but the stem of 
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the plant is split and a piece of wood is inserted, 
and a chatty or other vessel is suspended over the 
flower head to prevent the plant growing and make 
the head grow thick. All the plants grown for the 
drug are treated in this way. The chatty remains 
suspended over the plant for about a month. The 
stem is split when it has grown about as thick as 
the finger, and the plant is cut down a month after. 
I have never seen the seeds of the plant; but I 
have seen the plant growing. The plant grows to 
a height of about 7 or 8 feet, and is propagated 
by seed. I have never heard of the seeds being 
consumed. When the head and its leaves become 
dried, the “séjouk ” is fit for use. (There is no 
process of preparing the flower head for storage ; 
it is stored as it is gathered, No part of the plant. 
below the incision is turned to use, not even for 
fibre, because the stem is crooked and the fibre is 
spoilt by the splitting of the stem. I don’t think 
the head contains any seeds, About six or seven 
bunches or heads are taken from each plant. The 
branches of the plant are pressed together and 
thrust into the neck of the chatty, which latter is 
about a foot m diameter. The chatty is made of 
mud and is light, but baskets are generally used. 
The chatly or basket is supported by the plant it- 
self. The bunch on the leading shoot is regarded 
as the best in quality. This cultivation would not 
he found in every Shan village. 


Among the Shans about two men out of a hun- 
dred smoke the drug ; women never smoke it. The 
drug is used in three different ways. The drug 
is cut into shreds, mixed with tobacco and smoked 
in the cigar. It is not washed or prepared before 
mixing with tobacco. I can’t say in what propor- 
tion it is mixed with tobacco, The cigars in which 
it is smoked are very small, about the size of a 
cigarette. The smoke is inhaled into the lungs. 
Tobacco is not inhaled in the same way. The drug 
is sometimes smoked unmixed, rolled up intoa 
cigar. I have seen it so smoked, and the cigarette 
is half the size of that in which the drug mixed 
with tobacco is smoked. The “ tanape”? leaf is the 
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covering of the cigar, the same as that used for: 
the tobacco cigar. The drug is sometimes mixed 
in curries. It is also used medicinally, mixed with 
other drugs, in treatment of debility and dyspepsia. 
It is not used in the treatment of fever, but asa 
protection against malaria. I don’t know if it is 
used for dysentery. Ido not know of its being 
used for cattle ; but I have heard that it is given 
to elephants when they become Jean and weak, 


The drug in small quantity is exhilarating, but 
in large doses the user becomes timid. I have 
heard that, taken in excess, it causes madness. I 
have seen a man become temporarily mad from an 
excessive dose. The man is frightened at every- 
thing he sees, and therefore I call it madness. 
Such a man Will scream at a post, thinking it is 
about to fali upon him. He will remain in this 
state for five or six days without afresh dose, I 
have never known any one become permanently mad 
from the drug. I have never heard of any other 
drug being mixed with “séjouk”’ to increase its 
strength. The people of the Danu villages within 
the State grow and use the drug in the same way 
as the Shans do. They do not grow the plant for 
fibre. TI never heard of the drug being taken in 
the form of drink. 

Since the Shans are Buddhists, all intoxicating 
drugs were prohibited in the Nyaungywe State. 
The hemp drug was only allowed to be grown for 
medicinal purposes, or the first: offence an offend- 
er would be lightly punished, on a second convic- 
tion he would be imprisoned. The State did not 
take any special steps for enforcing the prohibition. 
I used occasionally to punish offenders myself, but 
the punishment was always very light. I think it 
would be possible to put down the cultivation by 
severe measures. There would be no strong feeling 
against such measures, because, unlike opium, the 


habit of using hemp can be easily broken. People 
would smoke tobaceo if deprived of hemp, 
“Séjouk” is never sold out of the State. People 


grow it only for their own use, and sometimes it is 
given to friends, 





51. Evidence of Kouneyt, uncle of Sawbwa of Hsipan ( Thibaw). 


Oral evidence. 


The State of Hsipan (Thibaw) is north-east, of 
Mandalay. I am uncle of the chief and his princi- 
pal adviser, The hemp plant is not cultivated in 
our State for narcotic purposes, so far as I know. 
It may he, but I do not know. The Kachins 
grow the plant for fibre, hut there are no Kachins 
in our State, I have never seen the drug used in 


the State, but I believe that it is used both for 
smoking and also in curry, The use is not pro- 
hibited in the State, because there is no need to 
prohibit the use. The subject, has never come np 
for any administrative action, It has never oceur- 
ed to me to have it prohibited, for, though there 
may be use of the drug, I do not think there is in 
our State, 


52. Evidence of Kinwun Miveyt, C. 8. 1., Prime Minister to the late Govern- 
ment of Burma. 


Oral evidence. 


Under the Burmese Government the hemp drug 
was under prohibition because it was one of the 
things prohibited by the Buddhist reigion. The 
prohibition was enforced by light punishments. 
For the first offence the offender would be warned, 
and surety for good behaviour taken from him. 
For a repeated offence the offender would be im- 
prisoned, Offences were brought to light by the 
officers of police. No special orders on the subject 
were issued to the police, but the people knew they 


were not allowed to indulge in intoxicating drugs. 
As Prime Minister, I had no personal connection 
with such cases, and I do not therefore know how 


| the prosecutions originated. I have known people 


to be punished for breach of this prohibition, but 
the punishments were awarded by the Police Magis- 
trate. No special law on the subject was passed 
during my tenure of office as Prime Minister, The 
cultivation of the plant was not prohibited, but the 
prohibition was against the use, I have seen the 
plant when I was young, but I should not be able 
to recognize it in the field now, I never heard of 


its being cultivated anywhere in Burma under 
Burmese rule. I never heard of the drug being 
used in the palace mixed with tobacco in cigarettes. 
It is possible it was used, but I do not think it 
could have been. I never heard of its being used 
by any servants of the king, There were some 
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natives of India living in Mandalay under Burmese: 
rule. I never heard of their using hemp, but if 
they broke the laws they were dealt with by the 
British Resident. The prohibition against hemp 
would not apply to them. 





58. Evidence of Myowten U. Pr S1, O.LE., late Town Magistrate of Mandalay. 


Oral evidence. 


I was Town Magistrate of Mandalay during the 
Burman Rule for seventeen years. During the 
Burmese time, the person who drank liquor would 
be dealt with severely: the opium consumer less 
severely, and the ganja sleek would he Jeast 
severely punishable. Drink was most severely 
punished, lecause the man who takes liquor is 
violent and quarrelsome. Ganja makes a man 
more jocose and not violent. Opium is more ex- 
pensive than ganja and more difficult to give up 
as a habit, and was therefore thought a worse halt. 
I think also that the man who uses opium becomes 
a lazy man and unfit todo anything. The ganja 
consumer does not ; and a man does not get into the 
habit of smoking ganja, as in the case of opium, 
soas to be unable to give it up. But all three 
were prohibited. The prohibition originates in 
religion, but the king sanctioned it. No special 
measures were taken to enforce the prohibition ; 
but when people were found using the drug they 
were punished with a light punishment. The police 
might find them ; but they had no special order 
to search out the use of this drug. But it was the 
practice to read the general prohibition of intoxi- 
cants every month at fasts along with the other 
moral laws sanctioned by the king, The police, 
however, had no special orders to search out such 
cases. Only if people became noisy or otherwise 
attracted notice the police would imterfere. One 
or two cases of prosecution for use of intoxicants 
might occur in this town in a year, 

The prohibition regarding the use of ganja would 
not extend to cultivation. Before becoming Town 
Magistrate I was a Commissioner on the southern 
border of Upper Burma, There was cultivation, 
Iut very little. There would not be more than a 
plant in ahundred houses. There was no part where 
T knew of cultivation being more extensive than any 
other. I heard that ganja was also imported from 
the Shan States, but I did not know that of per- 
sonal knowledge. 


I cannot speak to the extent of the use in the 


country generally. In Mandalay perhaps about 
fifteen or twenty in the whole city were convicted 
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of having used it, I mean fifteen or twenty 
Burmans. Hindus and other natives of India use 
the drug much more than Burmans. It was always 
obtainable at shops where people sell medical drugs. 
There was no prohibition against sale of the drug at 
all, The prolubition is only against use. Notwith- 
standing this prohibition, the ganja was used in small 
doses in pipes through water and also in cigars and 
also sometimes without tobacco in cigarette form by 
all classes, even by persons employed in the palace 
itself, This pipe was never used for tobaccu and 
not frequently for ganja. Ganja was more gener- 
ally smoked in a cigar, Ganja was not widely 
used ; not many peopie used it, but some did of 
all classes. In the palace it was only secretly used. 
The man smoking it would draw his smoke into 
his mouth and blow it into the hole in the floor 
made for spitting into, so that the smell might not 


get abroad, This was not ordinarily done with 
tobacco, 


I have scen cases in which persons got mad for 
a few days from ganja ; but I have not heard of 
cases In which a man got mad permanently from 
using ganja, As City Magistrate I dealt with 
insane persons. I never had any person perma- 
nently mad from ganja betore me. I saw about 
ten cases In a year of temporary madness from the 
use of ganja during the seventeen years of my 
office. They were mostly of the lowest class of 
Burmans. The insanity did not last even an hour, 
generally about fifteen minutes. Some of these 
cases were brought before me as a Magistrate and 
some I saw privately. About three or four hun- 
dred persons intoxicated from liquor would be 
brought before me as a Magistrate in a year, 
About twice as many people were found intoxicat- 
ed fromopium than from ganja. When I said 
hefore that there were only “ one or two cases of pro- 
secution for use of intoxicants in a year,” I meant 
cases in which there were complainants owing to 
assaults having been committed, andso on. My 
jurisdiction extended considerably beyond the city 
of Mandalay, 
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